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PKEFACE 

Thb  present  work  is  an  attempt  to  compress  into  a  single 
Yolome,  for  the  use  of  students,  an  introduction  to  all  the 
main  branches  of  Hellenic  antiquities — social,  religious,  and 
politicaL  Hitherto,  in  England,  such  information  as  is  here 
supplied  has  appeared  only  in  the  form  of  dictionaries.  For 
many  purposes  the  alphabetic  arrangement  under  subjects 
is  best,  but  a  more  logical  and  systematic  arrangement  has 
also  its  advantages.     In  Germany  several  monumental  works 

I 

have  appeared  in  which  Greek  antiquities  have  been  syste- 
matically treated,  such  as  the  Handbooks  of  Schbmann,  Her- 
mann,  and  Iwan  von  MiiUer.  Writing  on  a  far  smaller  scale, 
we  make  no  attempt  to  rival  these  great  works  in  fulness 
or  detail;  but  we  do  endeavour  to  present  to  the  English 
reader  the  elements  of  the  subject  in  a  more  readable 
form. 

The  share  in  the  work  taken  by  each  of  the  two  contri- 
butors is  stated  on  the  title-page.  Each  writer  is  wholly 
responsible  for  the  part  which  he  has  contributed.  In  dealing 
with  a  subject  of  such  vast  extent,  it  is  clear  that  no  two 
scholars  could  in  all  cases  write  from  complete  or  first-hand 
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knowledge.      This  is  a  defect  inseparable  from  the  plan  of 
the  work. 

Illustrations  are  sometimes  introduced,  especially  in  Books 
III.  and  lY.,  but  limits  of  space  required  the  reduction  of 
their  number  to  a  minimum.  A  complete  and  ordered  series 
of  illustrations  for  all  branches  of  Greek  Antiquities  will 
be  found  in  Schreiber's  AtUis  of  Clcusiccd  Antiquities,  edited 
in  English  by  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Anderson,  which  may  advan- 
tageously be  used  as  a  companion  to  the  present  volume. 

Avgtut  1S95. 
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BOOK  I 

THE   SURROUNDINGS  OF  GREEK  LIFE 


CHAPTER  I 

THE  LAND   AND   PEOPLE 

It  is  universally  allowed  that  the  position  and  physical  features 
of  a  country  have  great  influence  on  the  life  and  manners  of  its 
inhahitants,  and  nowhere  may  we  more  clearly  trace  such 
influence  than  in  the  case  of  Greece.  Although  Greece  is  not 
so  large  as  Portugal,  yet  the  extent  of  its  coast  is  greater  than 
that  of  ihe  whole  coast  of  the  Iberian  Peninsula.  Everywhere 
deep  bays  and  long  arms  of  the  sea  stretch  inland,  so  that 
scarcely  any  race  of  Greeks  was  out  of  sound,  and  none  out 
of  sight,  of  the  sea.  Cicero  with  truth  writes,^  "ipsa  Pelo- 
ponnesus fere  tota  in  mari  est."  Only  the  people  of  Arcadia, 
of  Doris,  and  a  few  other  parts  were  without  a  port  And  as 
the  sea  ran  into  the  land,  so  the  land  ran  into  the  sea  in  long 
promontories  continued  far  out  by  chains  of  islanda  The 
voyage  from  Greece  to  Asia,  to  Italy,  to  Sicily,  and  to  Crete 
may  be  made  without  ever  venturing  more  thim  a  few  leagues 
from  land.  If  overtaken  by  a  storm  anywhere  in  his  own  seas, 
the  Greek  could  in  a  very  short  time  reach  either  a  protected 
harbour  or  an  island  to  leeward  of  which  he  could  lie  in  quiet 
and  safety. 

In  the  infancy  of  navigation  the  effect  of  the  chains  of 
islands  which  lured  the  mariner  from  the  mainland  from  one 

*  De  Bepubl,  ii.  4. 
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to  another,  and  offered  him  constant  shelter  and  protection, 
in  producing  a  roving  and  mercantile  spirit^  must  have  been 
very  great  Starting  from  Argos,  for  instance,  a  ship  could 
sail  northwards  to  Thessalj,  or  crossing  the  isthmus,  by  the 
Gulf  of  Corinth,  to  Leucas  and  Epirus,  vrithout  once  reaching 
the  open  sea;  and  could  pass  eastwards  amid  a  cluster  of 
islands  as  far  as  Rhodes.  If  the  west  coast  of  Scotland  were 
bright  and  fertile,  the  sea  there  warm  and  calm,  and  America 
only  fifty  miles  beyond  the  Hebrides,  then  Scotland  might 
resemble  Greece,  and  it  is  easy  to  imagine  how  wealthy  and 
powerful  it  would  have  become  in  the  Middle  Ages.  In  Greece 
the  winter  lasts  but  four  months,  and  for  all  the  rest  of  the 
year  in  the  morning  a  breeze  blows  down  the  .^Igean  from  the 
north,  falling  towards  sunset  and  being  replaced  in  the  night 
by  a  light  wind  from  the  south.^  Therefore  the  sailor  can  rely 
on  the  winds  to  favour  his  course,  and  can  calculate  his  times 
with  nicety. 

The  configuration  of  the  Peloponnesus  was  compared  in 
ancient  times  to  that  of  a  plane  leaf,  and  in  the  Middle  Ages 
to  that  of  a  mulberry  leaf,  and  the  comparison  is  apt  If  a 
mulberry,  a  vine,  or  sycamore  leaf  be  taken  and  laid  on  its  face, 
the  back  will  present  a  set  of  ridges  starting  from  the  stalk  and 
ending  at  the  points  of  the  leaf,  with  valleys  between  the  ridges. 
The  highlands  of  northern  Arcadia  represent  the  stalk,  and  from 
them  run  five  ridges,  one  westwards  through  Achaia,  one  east- 
wards through  Argolis,  and  three  southwards  towards  the  three 
great  southern  promontories  of  Greece.  Arcadia  itself  is  partly 
a  medley  of  rocks  and  hills  strewn  in  Alpine  profusion,  and 
partly  a  lofty  tableland  surrounded  by  higher  hills,  and  having 
a  comparatively  rigorous  chmate.  Between  the  offspringing 
ranges  of  hills  are  river-valleys,  fertile,  rich,  and  warm,  dotted 
in  ancient  times  with  wealthy  towns,  and  now  at  last  beginning 
to  recover  some  of  their  ancient  prosperity. 

The  same  formation  is  repeated  in  northern  Greece.  The 
great  ranges  of  the  Cambunian  Mountains  and  of  lUyria  in  the 
north  shut  off  Greece  from  the  lands  of  the  barbarians,  and 
Pindus  and  its  offshoots  run  south  to  the  extremities  of  Attica 
and  of  Eubosa,  breaking  off  the  land  into  small  districts,  each 
with  its  own  valley,  and  each  with  its  own  lake  or  river.  Thus 
it  results  that  the  whole  of  Greece  proper  may  be  divided  into 
three  sets  of  districts,  each  with  different  physical  characters, 
and  appropriate  each  to  a  different  kind  of  life. 

»  Curtius,  History  of  Greece,  ohap.  L 
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The  fiist  set  of  districts  comprises  the  plains  about  the 
mouths  of  streams.  The  largest  rivers  of  Greece,  leaving  aside 
the  Epirote  Achelous,  such  as  the  Alpheus  and  Eurotas,  are 
but  small  streams ;  some  of  the  most  celebrated,  as  the  Inachus 
and  Ilissus,  are  but  mountain  torrents.  The  upper  courses  of 
these  streams  are  straitened  by  the  hills,  but  as  they  approach 
the  sea  their  bed  widens  out,  and  they  pass  through  a  triangle 
of  alluvial  soiL  In  such  deltas  are  built  almost  all  the  oldest 
great  and  wealthy  Greek  cities,  Athens,  Argos,  Sicyon,  Messene, 
and  the  rest  Landwards  these  cities  only  have  communica- 
tions by  mountain-passes  or  along  a  narrow  belt  of  shore ;  but 
their  face  is  towards  the  sea,  and  their  natural  outlet  in  that 
direction. 

The  second  class  of  districts  consists  of  the  mountain  regions. 
Among  these  the  most  important  are  Epirus,  iEtolia,  Doris, 
Locri,  and  the  greater  part  of  Arcadia.  The  nature  of  the 
Greek  highlands  is  determined  by  the  character  of  the  rocks 
of  which  they  are  composed.  This  is  almost  everywhere  cal- 
careous stone ;  and  the  consequence  is  the  existence  of  a 
multitude  of  sharp  or  rounded  peaks,  of  caves  and  of  fissures, 
KardpoBpa,  mostly  natural,  though  in  some  cases  made  by  man, 
through  which  rivers  often  flow  for  a  considerable  distance 
without  reaching  the  surface.  In  ancient  times  the  mountains 
of  Greece  were  covered  with  forest,  and  inhabited  by  a  numerous 
and  hardy  race  of  herdsmen  and  hunters.  The  mountain 
valleys  were  highly  cultivated,  producing  abundance  of  com, 
and  up  the  sides  of  many  of  the  hills  may  still  be  traced  the 
artificial  terraces  formed  for  the  culture  of  the  vine. 

The  third  class  of  districts  comprises  the  elevated  inland 
plains  or  tablelands  surrounded  by  mountains.  This  is  an 
ordinary  formation  in  Greece.  The  largest  tableland  is  that  of 
Thessaly,  the  whole  surface  of  which  is  drained  by  the  branches 
of  a  single  river,  the  Peneius,  which  cuts  through  the  mountain 
barrier  at  the  vale  of  Tempe,  and  so  reaches  the  sea.  The 
greater  part  of  Bceotia  is  likewise  a  plain  encircled  by  moun- 
tains, as  is  the  district  of  Mantinea  and  Tegea  in  Arcadia. 
These  districts  belong  neither  to  the  mountain  nor  the  sea; 
they  are  mostly  rich  and  fertile ;  but  their  climate  is  bleaker 
and  severer  than  that  of  the  plains  near  the  sea.  "  In  March,'' 
writes  Ernst  Curtius,  "one  finds  Tripolitza  (Tegea)  in  deep 
winter,  in  Laconia  and  Argos  the  spring  is  progressing,  while 
at  Calamata  (Messenia)  a  summer  sun  already  glows."  ^     I>ut 

^  Pdoponnuotf  i.  52. 
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of  course  by  vrinter  is  not  to  be  understood  a  winter  of  snow 
and  ice. 

Greece  lies  in  a  region  particularly  subject  to  the  influence  of 
earthquakes  and  volcanic  action.  At  present  there  are  no 
active  volcanoes  in  the  country ;  but  in  the  second  century  b.o. 
there  was  a  terrible  submarine  eruption  close  to  the  island  Thera, 
when  flames  rose  through  the  sea,  and  a  new  island  was  thrown 
up  between  Thera  and  Therasia.  In  the  days  of  Pliny  these 
islands  were  still  liable  to  eruptions.  Earthquakes  have  been 
frequent  in  certain  regions  from  the  earliest  times.  Sparta 
was  visited  thus  more  than  once  in  tHe  course  of  her  history. 
In  B.O.  464  the  houses  of  the  town  were  shattered,  many 
LacedsBmonians  lost  their  lives,  and  Taygetus  itself  lost  one  of 
its  peaks.  Achaia  and  the  Corinthian  Gulf  are  especially  in 
the  track  of  these  subterranean  convulsions :  the  Achuan  cities 
of  Helice  and  Bura  were  destroyed  in  historic  times,  B.O.  372. 
Athens,  on  the  contrary,  is  comparatively  exempt,  whence 
it  results  that  so  much  of  the  Parthenon  is  stiU  standing, 
while  most  of  the  temples  in  other  parts  of  Greece  have 
been  completely  shattered  by  earthquakes.  Earthquakes  also 
have  had  much  to  do  with  the  deep  fissures  of  the  mountains, 
their  caves  and  rugged  edges,  and  have  produced  in  many 
cases  deep  and  narrow,  or  even  subterranean  coiirses  for  the 
streams. 

The  climate  of  Greece  was  praised  by  the  ancients  for  its 
avoidance  of  the  extremes  both  of  heat  and  cold.  This  is  its 
character  as  compared  with  the  plains  of  Asia  Minor  or  the 
highlands  of  Syria,  which  sufler  from  both  extremes,  rather 
than  as  compared  with  Western  Europe.  Attica  is  especially 
free  from  cold  and  wet,  and  the  heat  in  the  middle  of  summer 
is  tempered  by  a  charming  sea-breeza  Still  the  present  average 
of  annual  temperature  (63.5  degrees)  is  rather  high,  according 
to  our  notions.  About  the  middle  of  January  snow  falls,  but 
does  not  lie  long.  It  is  succeeded  by  rains,  and  usually  by 
the  beginning  of  March  spring  is  in  full  progress.  The  corn 
is  cut  in  May,  after  which  a  few  months  of  heat  and  drought 
occur.  Such  is  now  the  climate  of  Attica.  Some  of  the  sea- 
board plains  of  the  south,  such  as  that  of  Messenia,  are  still 
warmer,  and  the  air  being  less  bright  and  clear  than  in  Attica, 
the  heat  there  is  more  oppressive.  On  the  other  hand  the 
hilly  districts  and  tablelands  of  the  interior  experience  a  very 
severe  winter  at  times.  In  Arcadia  and  Boeotia  the  snow 
sometimes  lies  for  weeks,  and  most  of  the  hills  of  Epirus  are 
capped  with  snow  from  November  to  March.     The  summer 
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heat  in  these  inland  districts  is  also  great,  and  not  tempered 
by  proximity  to  the  sea.  The  wind  from  the  north-east,  Bop€as, 
is  the  coldest ;  the  north- west  wind,  Zc^v/dos,  soft  and  dry  ;  the 
south-west,  Noros,  moist  The  scirocco,  which  blows  from  the 
south-easty  is  noted  for  causing  lassitude  and  depression  of 
spirits. 

Greece  is  still  an  extremely  picturesque  and  beautiful  country. 
For  those  who  specially  admire  bold  outline  of  hill  and  rock, 
and  distant  views  of  mountain,  sea,  and  island  seen  through 
an  atmosphere  of  brilliant  purity  and  sometimes  tinged  with 
splendid  colours  at  sunrise  and  sunset,  no  country  could  be 
more  admirable.  The  prospects  are  wide  and  varied.  From 
the  Rock  of  Corinth,  Parnassus  and  Athens  seem  quite  near 
to  the  spectator.  From  the  moderate  height  of  Pentelicus, 
near  Athens,  one  can  watch  the  shadows  on  the  hills  of  Euboea. 
At  sea  landmarks  at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  are  perfectly 
clear.  But  in  the  softer  and  more  pleasing  features  of  land- 
scape Greece  is  deficient.  The  lakes  and  rivers  are  insignificant^ 
the  culture  of  the  valleys,  except  near  PatrsB,  poor.  Above  all 
there  is  a  terrible  want  of  trees  on  the  hills.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  in  the  early  times  of  Greek  history  the  country 
was  well  wooded ;  and  as  a  result  the  rainfall  was  much  greater 
than  at  present^  the  rivers  fuller,  the  land  more  fertile,  and 
the  climate  cooler  and  more  temperate.  At  the  same  time  the 
swamps,  now  a  constant  source  of  malaria  and  fever,  were  kept 
drained  by  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants.  The  wasting  away 
of  the  forests  began  very  early.  Even  Plato  ^  laments  the 
decline  of  vegetation,  and  compares  the  bare  hills  of  Greece  to 
the  limbs  wasted  by  disease  of  a  once  robust  body.  Within 
historical  times  in  ancient  Greece  the  size  and  energy  of  the 
rivers  greatly  decreased,  and  plains  which  had  once  been  fertile, 
like  that  of  MycensB,  became  dry  and  barren.  Therefore  we 
must  not  forget^  in  judging  ancient  Greece  by  modem,  that  the 
former  was  cooler,  more  rainy,  and  more  fertile,  with  a  richer 
vegetation,  and  waving  forests  where  now  there  is  only  bare 
stone  and  rock. 

During  the  historical  age  only  a  moderate  proportion  of  the 
Hellenes  dwelt  in  Hellas.  They  were  spread  over  all  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Euxine,  and  experienced  all 
climates  from  the  burning  heat  of  Gyrene  to  the  fogs  and  frosts 
of  the  Crimea.  Throughout  lower  Italy,  Sicily,  and  Asia 
Minor  all  the  harbours  and  the  strips  of  land  by  the  sea-shore 

^  CrUiaa  1 1 1  B. 
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were  in  their  hands. ^  Yet  we  are  justified  in  confining  our 
remarks  on  the  physical  surroundings  of  the  Greeks  to  Hellas. 
When  the  Hellenes  went  out  to  found  colonies  they  were 
already  a  nation  with  formed  manners  and  customs,  and  dis- 
position which  might  indeed  he  modified  by  new  surroundings 
but  could  not  be  radically  altered.  The  facile  Greek  could 
easily  adapt  himself  to  his  neighbours,  and  become,  while  still 
retaining  his  cherished  native  tongue,  half-Gaulish  at  Mossilia, 
half- African  in  Gyrene,  half- Scythian  in  Russia.  But  it  was 
European  Hellas,  with  the  islands,  and  the  kindred  coast  of 
Asia  Minor  alone  which  formed  the  Greek  race  and  impressed 
upon  it  the  characters  which  it  was  to  bear  for  all  time.  In 
no  Greek  colony  did  a  moral  or  intellectual  life  arise  capable 
of  eclipsing  or  rivalling  that  of  the  mother  country.  In  popula- 
tion and  wealth  Tarentum  and  Antioch  might  surpass  Argos 
and  Athens,  but  could  not  rival  them  in  art  and  literature. 

In  fact  in  both  the  physical  and  the  moral  characteristics  of 
the  Greeks  may  be  seen  the  influence  of  their  native  country. 
Their  bodily  frames  acquired  vigour  from  toiling  up  the  moun- 
tains and  labouring  at  the  oar,  while  the  genial  winds  and 
fostering  sun  gave  grace  and  symmetry  to  their  limbs.  Their 
strength  and  activity  were  nurtured  by  daily  gymnastic  exer- 
cise, and  a  glow  of  health  maintained  by  constant  bathing 
and  an  open-air  life.  Of  their  physique  it  is  fair  to  judge 
from  their  art,  for  although  this  no  doubt  loves  the  ideal,  yet 
the  sculptors  must  have  found  their  prototypes  in  real  life. 
All  Greeks  were  not  so  happily  framed,  but  some  must  have 
been ;  and  it  is  hard  to  imagine  that  so  splendid  an  ideal  of 
manly  and  womanly  beauty  could  have  arisen  in  any  otlier 
country.  To  this  day  travellers  often  remark  on  the  extreme 
beauty  in  face  and  shape  of  young  Greek  peasants  in  certain 
districts.  The  peoples  of  the  south  do  not  eat  ami  drink  like 
those  of  the  north,  and  lack  their  restless  energy  and  hardy 
perseverance;  but  under  favourable  circumstances  they  are 
more  supple,  as  muscular,  and  as  active.  If  we  may  trust 
most  the  later  and  more  realistic  sculptors,  the  ancient  Greeks 
were  not  so  much  distinguished  for  force,  though  by  no  means 
wanting  in  that,  as  for  beauty  of  outline  and  a  noble  propor- 
tion throughout.  We  know  less  of  the  forms  of  Greek  women, 
because  the  statues  which  have  come  down  to  us  preserve 
comparatively  few  types;  and  realistic  statues  of  benutiful 

*  Cicero,  Repvbl.  ii  4,  "  AH  the  lands  of  the  barbarians  are  iturn>unded 
by  a  Bort  of  Greek  fringe." 
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women  were  for  obvious  reasons  rare.  A  soft  and  sensuous 
beaaty  specially  distinguished  the  Jadies  of  Ionia,  and  the 
sinewy  Lacotiian  girls  must  have  furnished  apt  models  for  the 
statues  of  Artemis  the  Iiuntress. 

The  moral  character  of  the  race  also  owed  much  to  mountains 
and  to  sea.  The  mountains,  by  dividing  town  from  town  and 
shutting  off  tribe  from  tribe,  encouraged  in  them  a  strong  love 
of  independence,  and  a  spirit  to  preserve  it.  It  is  ever  the 
people  of  the  hills  who  maintain  their  autonomy  in  the  face  of 
an  invader  to  whom  the  plains  submit.  The  presence  of  the 
sea  stimulated  their  faculties  and  roused  their  curiosity.  Every 
day  brought  strangers  and  new  kinds  of  merchandise  to  their 
shores,  to  furnish  fresh  stimidus  and  to  prevent  them  from 
rusting  in  sloth.  Their  land  was  not  rich  enough  to  save  them 
from  the  necessity  of  daily  toil  and  exertion,  yet  it  answered 
readily  to  their  efforts.  Their  climate  was  gentle  and  genial 
enough  to  encourage  a  somewhat  sensuous  and  pleasure-loving 
disposition,  such  a  disposition  as  art  and  poetry  love  best,  and 
yet  not  soft  enough  to  produce  enervation  and  luxury.  In 
disposition,  in  temper,  and  stability,  the  Qreek  races  differed 
much  one  from  the  other.  But  as  a  whole  the  people  of  Hellas 
surpassed  all  nations,  ancient  and  modem,  in  one  quality.  This 
is  the  love  and  perception  of  a  mean  or  measure  in  all  things. 
In  physical  growth,  intellectual  pursuits,  and  moral  conduct 
they  seemed  to  move  by  a  certain  rhythm.  The  sense  of  mea- 
sure marks  their  philosophy,  their  poetry,  and  their  art^  and 
there  can  be  no 'doubt  that  the  more  of  measure  that  we  dis- 
cover in  their  religion,  their  thought,  and  their  private  life,  the 
nearer  we  shall  be  to  understanding  them. 

To  the  above-mentioned  threefold  division  of  the  physical 
surface  of  Greece  correspond  the  classes  of  its  inhabitants.  We 
might  divide  these  by  races  into  Dorian,  Ionian,  and  iSolian. 
But  far  deeper  than  the  distinctions  of  race  lie  those  produced 
by  life  and  employment.  When  the  Dorians  settled  at  a 
maritime  city  like  Sicyon  or  iEgina,  they  soon  came  to  re* 
semble  the  lonians  in  manners  and  external  character,  only 
preserving  some  remains  of  their  gravity  and  staidness  of 
demeanour.  The  term  iEolians,  too,  includes  races  differing 
one  from  the  other  so  much  as  the  Boeotians  and  the  iEtolians. 
We  shall  therefore  prefer  the  division  which  was  recognised  in 
Attica  in  Solon's  time,  and  divide  Greeks  into  three  classes,  as 
inhabitants  of  the  mountains,  the  shore,  and  the  plains.  To 
the  end  the  peoples  of  the  mountains  remained  comparatively 
rude  and  therefore  simple,  retaining  the  virtues  and  the  vices 
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of  semi-barbarians.  In  the  later  times  of  Greece  they  became 
mercenaries  in  troops,  like  the  Swiss  in  the  Middle  Ages.  In 
earlier  times  they  composed  the  armies  which  marched  under 
the  headship  of  Sparta.  Sparta,  though  situated  in  a  river- 
valley,  was  yet  the  head  of  the  hill-tribes.  Its  manners  and 
customs  all  bespeak  an  origin  among  rude  herdsmen  and 
hunters.  The  conservatism  of  Sparta  corresponds  to  the  stag- 
nation of  the  clans  living  in  remote  mountain  glens,  on  whom 
the  course  of  Greek  development  had  no  effect,  who  knew 
nothing  of  arts,  or  letters,  or  commerce.  In  Arcadia  the 
primitive,  even  the  pre-Hellenic  religions  of  Greece  found  a 
dwelling-place.  It  was  the  land  of  nymphs  and  river-gods,  of 
Pan  and  his  rout,  of  the  herdsman's  god  Hermes.  Supersti- 
tions of  all  kinds  sheltered  themselves  among  its  hiUs.  The 
people  of  ^tolia  never,  until  the  Roman  conquest,  gave  up 
their  predatory  and  piratical  habits.  Like  the  Highland  clans 
of  Scotland  some  centuries  ago,  they  lived  by  the  plunder 
which  they  amassed  in  incursions  into  neighbouring  lands.  All 
the  cities  near  had  to  pay  them  tribute.  The  Epirotes,  who 
may  fairly  be  considered  as  Greeks  by  blood,  long  maintained 
a  rugged  independence  under  native  chiefs,  who  were  little 
more  than  leaders  in  war. 

It  was  in  the  cities  of  the  shore  and  the  islands  that  all  that 
we  think  of  as  specially  Hellenic  in  art^  philosophy,  and  literature 
developed.  Yet  Greece  could  not  have  spared  her  rude  moun- 
taineers. As  the  mountains  formed  a  backbone  to  the  land,  so 
the  mountaineers  formed  a  backbone  to  the  race.  But  for  the 
Arcadian  and  the  Dorian,  the  fate  of  Miletus  would  have  over- 
taken Athens.  As  in  modem  England  so  in  Greece  there  was 
a  constant  overflow  from  the  country  to  the  cities ;  and  when  a 
new  colony  was  planned  or  an  expedition  undertaken,  many  of 
the  recruits  came  from  the  hills.  The  Greek  of  the  shore  and 
the  sea  was  more  quick-witted  and  active  than  the  mountaineer, 
with  far  more  understanding,  taste,  and  refinement,  but  with  a 
certain  tendency  towards  idleness  and  gossiping,  and  towards 
overreaching.  In  modern  Greece  these  vices  are  very  widely 
spread ;  but  one  may  still  get  beyond  them  after  a  day's  march 
into  the  hills  of  the  interior. 

In  the  plains  and  tablelands  there  was  space  for  a  wider 
division  between  rich  and  poor  than  among  the  mountains  or 
in  trading  cities.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  Thessaly, 
where  a  chivalrous  aristocracy  possessed  the  soil  and  oppressed 
its  cultivators.  This  wealthy  class  was  given  to  horse-riding 
and  gymnastics,  and  possessed  the  usual  virtues  of  slaveholders, 
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while  ihe  poor,  the  Penestce,  acquired  the  vices  of  slavea  In 
Boeotia  the  people  were  noted  for  their  gross  feeding  and 
gluttony,  which  was  a  consequence  of  the  richness  of  their 
soil,  and  reacted  upon  their  hrains,  which  were  duller  than 
those  of  their  neighbours.  Other  plains  of  Greece  were  small ; 
but  their  tendency,  as  far  as  it  went^  was  towards  producing 
social  inequalities  and  aristocratical  government.  In  Attica,  in 
the  time  of  Solon,  the  Pedisei  were  devoted  to  aristocracy,  and 
the  flatter  countries  were  the  strongholds  of  oligarchical  insti- 
tutions. Even  the  rich  valleys  of  Laconia  and  Messenia  were 
in  later  times  full  of  the  large  properties  of  a  few  wealthy  pro- 
prietors. But  the  only  aristocracies  which  encouraged  literature 
and  art  were  those  of  the  great  cities. 

As  the  special  home  of  culture,  Athens  needs  a  few  separate 
remarks.  Whatever  might  be  the  case  with  the  Piraeus,  Athens 
itself  was  by  no  means  exclusively  a  city  of  the  sea.  The 
Athenian  territory  comprised  all  Attica,  a  district  greater  than 
that  of  any  other  city  of  Hellas,  except  Sparta.  Attica  consists 
of  an  agreeable  mixture  of  hills  and  plains.  In  the  latter,  barley, 
the  olive,  and  the  fig  flourished  abundantly,  though  the  soil  was 
somewhat  poor  and  needed  careful  tilling.  Pames  and  Pente- 
licus  afforded  good  pasturage  for  sheep  and  goats,  and  Hymettus 
fed  innumerable  bees.  In  early  Athenian  times  each  wealthy 
citizen  spent  much  of  his  time  at  his  country  house :  it  was  not 
until  the  Peloponnesians  had  made  themselves  masters  of  the 
countiy  that  all  Athenians  were  cooped  up  in  the  city  and 
became  a  purely  urban  population.  And  the  Athenians  them- 
selves were  ready  to  acknowledge  their  debt  to  the  climate  of 
their  district.  The  air  of  Athens  is  the  driest  and  brightest  in 
Greece ;  and  the  ancients  used  to  say  that  the  wits  of  the  people 
partook  of  the  character  of  their  air,  while  on  the  other  hand 
the  fogs  and  mists  of  Boeotia  ^  tended  to  induce,  no  less  than 
their  rustic  plenty  and  habits  of  gluttony,  stupidity  in  the 
Boeotian  population.  It  is  not  fanciful  to  connect  with  this 
clearness  of  air  the  keenness  of  sense  which  the  Athenians 
enjoyed,  and  the  finish  which  that  keenness  of  sense  caused 
them  to  cultivate  in  their  works  of  plastic  art,  temples,  and 
pictures,  and  in  their  music  and  acting.  And  the  fine  taste 
which  accompanies  fine  sense  they  exercised  in  other  fields, 
oratory,  philosophy,  and  poetry;  while  the  keenness  of  wit 
which  was  native  to  them  made  them  quick  in  discovery  and 
ever  ready  to  imbibe  new  ideas. 

»  So  in  Pindar,  Boiurrla  «j,  01  vi  153.        ^"^  ^  ^  '^^'^ 
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CHAPTER  II 

THE  CITIES:   ARRANGEMENT   AND   PLAN 

Scattered  as  they  were  through  all  lands,  from  the  banks  of 
the  Indus  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  from  the  Crimea  to  the 
deserts  of  Africa,  men  of  Greek  race  must  have  experienced  all 
climates,  and  chan.^ed,  in  accordance  with  their  material  sur- 
roundings, many  of  their  customs.  But  wherever  they  dwelt 
out  of  Hellas  proper,  one  feature  specially  distinguished  them, 
that  they  dwelt  in  ctttett ;  and  about  the  city  all  their  life 
grouped  itself.  Alexander  the  Great's  plan  for  holding  the 
East  rested  entirely  on  the  frequent  foundation  of.  Greek  cities, 
and  to  this  day  there  is  an  irresistible  tendency  among  those 
of  Greek  race  to  flock  into  towns  and  leave  the  life  of  the 
country  to  duller  races. 

But  of  course,  though  to  us  the  Greeks  appear  as  a  race  of 
citizens,  their  cities  were  gradually  evolved  out  of  earlier  forms. 
The  city  resulted  from  a  combination  of  villages,  Kciifuit,  and  if 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  its  enemies,  was  broken  up  into  villages 
again.  The  history  of  Mantineia  is  in  this  respect  specially 
interesting.  When  the  Spartans  conquered  Mantineia,^  they 
destroyed  the  wall,  and  compelled  the  people  to  separate  into 
their  original  villages;  and  it  was  not  until  the  victories  of 
Epaminondas  that  the  wall  of  Mantineia  was  again  built  to 
enclose  the  inhabitants.  So  Athens,  as  Thucydides  tells  us,^ 
sprang  from  an  amalgamation  of  early  hamlets,  in  the  time  and 
under  the  influence  of  Theseus. 

Greece  is  a  land  of  hills;  and  whenever  the  traveller  in 
Greece  sees  before  him  a  detached  hill  advancing  from  the 
main  range  into  one  of  the  little  plains  which  open  on  to  the 
sea,  he  is  at  once  almost  sure  that  he  is  looking  on  the  site  of 
an  early  city.  On  such  eminences,  at  some  distance  from  the 
shore  for  security  from  pirates,  yet  not  out  of  reach  of  it,  and 
surrounded  by  a  plain,  were  situate  Athens,  Argos,  Corinth, 
MycenaB,  and  almost  all  the  cities  which  were  early  great 

Recent  excavations  have  enabled  us  clearly  to  trace  in  the 
case  of  acropolis  hills  of  early  cities,  such  as  Athens,  Mycenaa, 
and  Tiryns,  three  uses  in  three  successive  ages.^    In  the  earliest 

1  Hdlen,  v.  2,  4.  ■  ii.  15. 

'  See,  among  otber  works,  B5tticlier*8  Akropolia  von  Aiken,  Schlieinann*a 
I'tryns,  ko. 
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period  which  we  can  discover  they  were  roughly  walled  in  and 
ooTered  with  small  cahins,  mere  village-fastnesses,  whither  the 
dwellers  in  the  plains  around  could  flee  in  case  of  invasion  or 
attack  by  pirates.  Some  early  graves  cut  in  the  rock  belong 
to  this  stage.  Next  we  find  them  surrounded  by  far  more  care- 
fully made  and  elaborate  walls,  and  occupied  by  the  splendid 
palaces  of  races  of  wealthy  rulers,  of  which  palaces  that  un- 
earthed at  Tiryns  may  best  give  us  a  notion.  It  was  thus  that 
acropolis-rocks  were  used  by  the  lines  of  kings  of  whom  we 
hear  in  legend,  and  of  whom  the  Homeric  poems  are  fuU.  In 
the  third  period,  which  belongs  to  recorded  history,  the  heights 
are  used  no  longer  for  the  dwellings  of  men  but  for  the  temples 
of  the  deities  of  the  state,  as  well  as,  in  the  last  resort, 
fortified  posts  whence  tyrants  might  control  the  cities  around, 
or  from  the  walls  of  which  the  citizens  might  repel  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy. 

With  the  growth  of  security  and  population  the  cities  spread 
downwards ;  an  agora  and  a  town  were  formed  at  the  foot  or 
on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  hill,  the  top  of  which  remained  fort- 
fied  and  the  seat  of  ancient  religious  cults.^  At  the  nearest 
point  of  the  coast  a  small  harbour-town  was  formed,  a  sort  of 
marine  suburb  of  the  mother  city.  Thus  Athens  had  PirsBus ; 
Corinth,  Lechssum  and  Cenchrese;  Argos,  Nauplia;  and  Megara, 
Nisaea.  At  a  later  time  long  walls  ^  were  in  many  cases  built 
from  city  to  harbour,  in  order  to  prevent  an  enemy  from  cutting 
off  the  one  from  the  other ;  but  this  did  not  take  place  until 
after  the  Persian  wars.  The  circumstances  under  which  those 
of  Athens  were  built  are  notorious.  Some  part  of  their  course 
may  even  yet  be  traced  When  in  and  after  the  ninth 
centuiy  B.a  the  Greeks  began  to  found  colonies,  they  often 
chose  sites  in  foreign  lands  close  to  the  searshore  or  on  the 
banks  of  a  great  river,  as  suited  the  interests  of  trade ;  and 
commercial  cities  so  foimded  always  looked  back  with  the 
utmost  veneration  to  the  rock  where  stood  the  oldest  shrines 
of  their  mother  city. 

Of  the  cities  of  the  times  of  Homer  we  have  to  judge  partly 
from  the  terms  in  which  he  speaks  of  them,  partly  from  the 
facts  revealed  in  the  recent  disinterment  of  MycensBt  The 
most  frequent  phrase  of  Homer  in  reference  to  cities  is  evjcr^- 
ficvov  irroXUOpov,  well  built,  on  which  phrase  the  admirably 

^  See  Tliuc.  ii.  15,  for  a  full  account  of  thifl  prooess  in  the  case  of 
Atben». 

'  For  representations  of  Greek  walls  and  gates,  see  Schreibrr's  BUderallat^ 
pi  xlviii.>I. 
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preserved  walls  of  Tiryns  and  MycenBB,  walls  of  massive  Cyclo- 
pean construction,  form  the  best  commentary.  What  is  above 
said  as  to  the  position  of  early  cities  is  confirmed  by  Homer's 
occasional  application  to  them  of  the  term  ^v</i^ts,  windy.  The 
nse  of  other  Homeric  epithets  seems  less  appropriate.  When 
he  calls  a  city  cvpvxopos  and  €v/>ud[yvca,  broad-spaced  and  broad- 
streeted,  we  must  allow  a  considerable  margin  for  poetic  and 
imaginative  fervour,  for  in  ancient  as  in  modem  cities  the 
oldest  streets  were  almost  always  the  most  narrow  and  irregular. 
So,  too,  when  Homer  calls  a  city  populous,  cvvoi^ficvov,^  we 
must  understand  the  phrase  in  connection  with  the  usual  size 
of  early  cities,  and  suppose  that  the  poet  meant  to  contrast  it 
with  a  mere  open  village.  This  Homer  shows  himself,  for 
when  he  distinguishes  a  group  of  Argive  cities,  he  does  so  not 
by  any  characteristic  belonging  to  their  importance  or  position  in 
commerce,  but  by  the  circumstances  of  their  position  and  terri- 
tory. Thus  Ira  is  grassy,  n-oti^coxrcx,^  Antheia  deep-meadowed, 
fiaOvXMifxosy  Pedasus  and  Pyrasus  are  flowery,  Epidaurus  vine- 
clad,  and  so  forth.  Such  language  shows  how  much  in  its 
infancy  was  the  pushing,  resUess,  trading  city-life  of  later 
Greece.  Nevertheless,  in  his  mention  of  the  agora,  he  shows 
us  the  germs  of  that  life. 

As  time  went  on  and  commerce  increased  in  the  Greek  cities, 
many  of  the  functions  for  which  the  agora  had  served  were 
carried  on  in  more  convenient  and  sheltered  places.  First  the 
administration  of  justice  was  removed.  Next  went  the  meetings 
of  political  and  deliberative  assemblies,  though  these  lingered 
longer  in  democratic  than  in  aristocratic  communities.  ^  Even 
at  Athens  the  Ecclesia  was  transferred  from  the  agora  to  the 
Pnyx,  and  later  to  the  Theatre  of  Dionysus.  By  degrees  the 
agora  was  appropriated  to  commerce  and  social  union. 

Pausanias  ^  distinguishes  two  kinds  of  agora,  the  old,  and  the 
Ionian  or  new.  The  former  was  more  rambling  and  scattered, 
and  the  streets  went  through,  not  merely  to  it  The  latter  was 
square  or  oblong,  surrounded  by  continuous  arcades ;  often  even 
completely  enclosed  by  arcades  and  doors.  In  the  later  Greek 
foundations  the  market-place  was  of  immense  size.  Thus  at 
Syracuse  a  large  number  of  troops  under  Dion  encamped  in  the 

^  The  word  €iwai6fuiKtm  >n<^7t  liowever,  mean  well  sitoate  or  well  built. 

'  IL  ix.  150. 

'  At  the  Mime  time  the  word  dyt^  c<*a8ed  to  be  used  of  the  anttemhled 
people  as  well  as  the  place.  Cp.,  however,  ^sch.  in  CU'$.  27  :  dyopi^ 
iroi^(rat  rdv  0uX«i>r.     The  verb  6Lyop€^iw  bore  teatimony  to  the  old  use. 

^  vi.  24. 
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agora,^  and  when,  in  Timoleon's  time,  the  population  of  the 
city  had  fallen  off,  cattle  could  pasture  on  the  grass  which  grew 
tiiere  in  places.*  The  arcades  also  gained  in  stateliness,  trees 
were  planted  for  the  convenience  of  loungers,  and  fountains 
huilt,  and  the  whole  place  rendered  attractiye.^  In  the  neigh- 
hourhood  of  the  agora  of  most  cities  were  the  great  temples, 
especially  those  of  local  heroes;  here  statues  were  erected  in 
vast  quantities,  and  here  the  Povkarrrjpiov  and  other  puhlic 
offices  were  to  he  foimd.  Through  the  arcades,  oroa^  and  at 
the  feet  of  the  statues,  were  crowded  the  stalls  of  the  vendors 
of  all  kinds  of  commodities,  a  particular  part  of  the  area  heing 
appropriated  to  the  sale  of  each  class  of  ware.  These  separate 
divisions  and  districts  were  named  from  the  articles  sold  in 
each,  such  name  heing  sometimes  singular  in  form  and  some- 
times plural ;  each  was  full  of  cnn^vai,  or  hooths,  divided  one 
from  another  with  wicker  crates^  y^PP<h*  >vhich  seem  to  have 
heen  permanent  or  only  cleared  away  in  case  of  necessity.  The 
most  important  of  all  the  markets  to  Athenian  tastes  was  the 
iX^vs,  or  fish-market ;  next  to  it  came  the  yyTpai^  or  crockery- 
market,  the  wine-market,  and  the  slave-market.  One  region 
was  called  the  ywaiK€ia  dyopdy^  a  phrase  which  has  caused 
much  controversy  in  modem  times,  chiefly  hecause  it  is  known 
that  women  did  not  frequent  the  market  as  purchasera  Some 
think  that  in  the  yvvauc€ta  dyopd  specially  womanly  articles, 
such  as  paint  and  perfumes,  were  sold ;  some  think  that  the 
sellers  there  were  women,  who  certainly  did  sometimes  act  in 
that  capacity ;  and  some  think  that  women  stood  there  for  hire. 
Some  specisJ  articles  were  not  only  sold  in  the  agora,  hut  taken 
also  round  to  the  houses  hy  women ;  thus  hread  was  dispensed 
by  tiie  apro3rcl>Xi&s,  and  ribbons  by  a  ratvi<$7ra>A.t9.  No  doubt 
when  the  agora  was  full  the  noise  and  confusion  were  distract- 
ing; sellers  calling  their  wares,  purchasers  cheapening  goods, 
and  the  dyopavo/M>i  wandering  about  to  detect  false  weights  and 
settle  the  many  disputes  which  were  sure  to  arise.  Also  the 
agora  was  frequented  by  all  who  sought  publicity — the  masters 
of  the  Socratic  elenchus,  rhapsodists,  poets  who  wanted  to  recite 
their  verses,  and  musicians  whose  art  claimed  recognition.  Pro- 
bably to  most  of  the  latter  classes  the  bell  which  announced  the 
opening  of  the  fish-market,  ringing  at  a  fixed  time  every  day, 

*  Diod.  XX  i,  I  a     Cp.  Cic.  Verr.  iv.  c.  53. 
«  Pint  TimoL  22. 

'  So  by  Ciinon  at  Athens.    Plut.  Ciniony  13. 

*  DemoBth.  de  Cor,  §  169. 

*  Theophr.  CHmt,  2 ;  PoUux,  x.  x8. 
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was  a  formidable  rival.  While  it  was  considered  churlish  for 
a  man  entirely  to  absent  himself  from  places  of  public  resort, 
yet  the  ordinary  Athenian  gentleman  would  not  spend  too 
much  of  his  time  in  the  agora.  Loungers,  ayo^xuoi,  had  a  bad 
reputation. 

At  Athens  the  principal  market  was  in  the  inner  Ceramicus.^ 
On  one  side  of  it  was  the  ^aa-iXxioi  oroa,  so  named  from  the 
King  Archon  who  sab  there,  near  which  were  portrait-statues 
of  Timotheus,  Conon,  and  Evagoras,  the  Cyprian  king,  together 
with  an  image  of  Zeus  Meutherius.  By  these  was  the  stoa, 
containing  pictures  of  the  twelve  great  gods,  also  of  Theseus, 
Demos,  and  Democracy,  and  of  the  battle  of  Mantinea,  in 
which  the  Athenians  fought  on  the  Spartan  side.  Next  stood 
a  temple  of  Apollo  Patroiis,  and  one  of  the  Mother  of  the  Gods, 
and  close  by  the  Senate-house  of  the  five  hundred.  Further 
on  was  the  Tholus  where  the  Prytanes  sacrificed,  and  the 
statues  of  the  Athenian  eponymous  tribal  heroes,  on  the  basis 
of  which  the  official  notices  of  the  government  were  posted. 
Besides  these  might  be  mentioned  the  temples  of  Hephaestus 
and  Aphrodite  Urania  and  Pandemos,  together  with  the  stoa 
called  PoBcile,  containing  the  pictured  battles  of  the  Athenians, 
the  altar  of  Pity,  and  many  other  erections.  The  whole  market- 
place was  a  vast  museum  of  splendid  works  of  art,  as  indeed 
are  those  of  all  the  cities  described  by  Pausanias.  By  a  strange 
contrast  in  the  open  space  in  the  midst  of  the  agora  camped 
the  Scythian  ro^orai,  the  policemen  who  kept  order  in  the 
Athenian  assemblies.  Athens  had  other  smaller  markets  be- 
sides that  of  the  Geramicus,  for  instance,  a  corn-market,  oroa 
aX^iroiTfoAis,  built  by  Pericles.^  In  addition  Piraaus  had  two 
markets,  one  close  to  the  sea  and  one  further  inland. 

A  very  appropriate  adornment  of  one  of  these  lesser  Athenian 
markets  was  the  building  now  often  called  the  Tower  of  the 
Winds,  but  more  properly  tlie  Glepsydra  of  Andronicus  of 
Cyrrhus.  We  may  suppose  such  buildings  to  have  been  in 
Hellenistic  times  very  usually  erected  by  wealthy  citizens  for 
tlie  public  use.  It  is  adapted  for  several  purposes.  First,  it 
is  a  clepsydra  or  water-clock.  The  grooves  in  the  stone  by  which 
the  water  ran  still  remain.  Sxmdials,  iroAoi  or  yvo>/iove<s,  are 
ca^fuUy  marked  out  on  its  flat  sides.  It  is  octagonal,  and  on 
each  side  is  an  appropriate  relief  representing  the  particular  wind 
which  blew  from  the  quarter  towards  which  it  is  turned.  On 
the  top  a  bronze  Triton  turned  with  the  breeze,  and  indicatcil 

'  Pausan.  L  3.  *  Aristoph.  EecUt.  686. 
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with  a  staff  which  wind  was  blowing.  Thus  the  building 
answered  the  double  purpose  of  a  town-clock  and  a  weather- 
cock. Representations  of  it  are  given  in  many  modern  books, 
such  as  that  of  Guhl  and  Koner. 

In  Sparta  in  early  times  the  agora  was  kept  free  of  buildings 
and  adornment^  the  great  legislator  Lycurgus  fearing  that  these 
would  divert  the  attention  of  the  people  from  business,  or 
perhaps  not  wishing  to  make  the  place  too  attractive.  But 
after  the  Persian  wars  the  Spartans  erected  on  the  later  market- 
place from  Persian  spoils  a  stately  series  of  arcades,  where  were 
the  offices  of  government  Of  the  other  noble  market-places  of 
Greece,  such  as  those  of  Argos,  Corinth,  and  A^^;alopolis,  com- 
plete descriptions  are  given  by  Pausanias  the  traveller. 

One  noteworthy  feature  of  many  agoras  was  the  inclusion  in 
them  of  a  tomb  or  a  shrine  of  the  founder,  real  or  mythical. 
Thus  in  the  agora  of  Patre  was  the  grave  of  Patreus,  in  that 
of  Gyrene  the  grave  of  Battus ;  and  in  the  agora  of  Elaea  in 
Mysia  was  a  stone  on  which  the  people  sacrificed  to  Thersander.  ^ 

Athens  being  the  most  important  of  Greek  cities,  and  at  the 
same  time  one  of  the  best  preserved,  it  will  be  advisable  to  give 
a  few  other  details  as  to  ite  plan.  As  the  Agora  was  the  centre 
of  the  commercial  and  social  life  of  Athens,  so  the  Acropolis 
was  the  centre  of  the  religious  and  the  Pnyx  of  the  political 
hfe.  The  Acropolis  rises  abruptly  from  the  plain.  The  extreme 
dimensions  of  the  rock  on  which  it  is  built  are  at  the  summit 
about  HOC  feet  by  450.  The  height  above  the  level  of  the 
city  is  nearly  300  feet.  Inside  the  walls  of  the  Acropolis  stood 
the  Parthenon  and  Erechtheum  and  the  colossal  standing  figure 
of  Athena.  The  approach  from  the  city,  which  has  been  traced 
by  means  of  the  excavations  of  Beul6,  passed  through  the 
magnificent  Propylsea  of  Perides,  works  of  tlie  highest  archi- 
tectural beauty,  full  of  the  paintings  of  great  masters,  and 
commanding  a  grand  view  c»f  hills  and  sea.  Close  under  the 
lofty  walls  of  the  Acropolis  is  a  duster  of  public  buildings — the 
Theatre  of  Dionysus,  where  the  plays  of  the  great  tragedians 
were  continually  acted ;  the  Odeum  of  marble  erected  in  the 
time  of  the  Antonin^  by  Herodes  Atticus;  the  Temple  of 
Asklepius,  which  was  practically  the  great  hospital  of  Athens, 
and  other  buildings.  Close  to  the  Acropolis,  on  the  north-west, 
is  the  rugged  rock  called  the  Hill  of  Ares,  'A/ocios  irayos,  the 
Mars'  Hill  of  tlie  New  Testament,  where  met  in  old  days  the 
court  of  the  Areopagus,  up  which  one  may  stiU  climb  by  the 

'  Vausau.  viL  20,  5 ;  Pindar,  Pyth,  v.  87  ;  Pausan.  iz.  5,  14. 
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rough  stone  staircase  used  in  ancient  times,  and  whence  one 
maj  look  down  into  the  gloomy  cleft  sacred  to  the  Erinnyes. 
A  little  beyond  this  hill  lies  another,  on  the  summit  of  which  j 
ia  an  enclosure  of  horse-shoe  form,  and  in  the  midst  an  altar  of 
Zeus  Hypatua  Formerly  this  spot  was  taken  for  the  Pnyx, 
but  Curtius  and  other  modern  writers  have  rejected  this  view. 
About  the  foot  of  these  hills,  to  the  north  and  west  of  the 
Acropolis,  clustered  thickest  the  houses  of  the  Athenian  people, 
an  open  space  here  and  there  marking  the  site  where  stood  a 
temple  or  other  public  buililing. 

Proceeding  in  the  opposite  direction,  towards  the  east,  from 
the  Acropolis  would  be  passed  first  the  tc/mvos  of  Zeus,  where 
the  splendid  Temple  of  Haddan,  of  which  the  remains  are 
still  stately,  afterwards  stood,  and  then  the  bed  of  the  Ilissus, 
which  might  usually  be  passed  in  summer  dry-shod.^  Beyond 
was  the  Panathenaic  stadium,  which  hides,  after  the  manner  of 
stadia,  its  head  in  the  hills,  and  which  was  rebuilt  in  white  marble 
by  Herodes  Atticus.  It  was  necessary  to  pass  outside  the  walls 
of  Athens  to  reach  the  Academy,  the  Lyceum,  the  Cynosarges, 
and  the  other  great  gymnasia  where  the  Athenian  youth 
exercised  themselves. 

The  streets  of  the  older  Greek  cities  were  mostly  narrow  and 
crooked.  At  Athens  the  despot  Hippias  found  it  necessary  to 
impose  a  tax  on  the  owners  of  houses  whose  doors  opened  out- 
wards, or  whose  upper  story  projected  beyond  the  lower.^ 
After  his  expulsion  the  Areopagus  passed  regulations  on  the 
subject^  and  inflicted  fines  for  transgressions.  Pavements,  such 
as  those  of  the  Pompeian  streets,  were  very  imusual  in  Greece 
before  the  Koman  times,  and  lighting  of  streets  was  unknown. 
Torches,  SjJBe^  or  AofiiraScs,  were  carried  by  all  who  went 
abroad,  unless  the  moon  happened  to  be  very  bright'  Aristo- 
phanes in  the  Wasps  ^  gives  us  an  amusing  description  of  a 
party  of  men  picking  their  way  through  the  unpaved  streets  at 
nig^t  with  the  help  of  a  lantern,  and  in  great  fear  of  mischance. 
The  mud  through  which  these  worthies  wade  is  deep,  although 
the  weather  seems  from  the  context  to  be  dry.  We  find 
frequent  allusions  in  the  comedians  to  the  dirt  of  the  streets 
and  open  places,  in  which  no  doubt  the  inhabitants  piled  their 
refuse  of  all  kinds,  trusting  that  the  scavengers  would  take  it 
away.^     If  we  add  that  the  Athenian  houses,  and  all  buildings 

1  Plato,  PhoBdnu,  229  A  *  Ariflt  (Econom,  ii.  5. 

'  Arist.  doudst  I.  614,  fu^  rpUf,  TaZ^  dfB*  hreiSii  ^(at  "ZeXrivalrii  icaX^r. 
*  Linee  245  wqq* 
^  Tbacjdidet  says  of  the  streets  of  PlatsMO,  hf  cKdrtp  Kal  vii\<f  (ii.  4). 

B 


1  r 


-« 


t^  THE   SDBBODNDINGS   OF   OHEEE   UFB 

ozcept  thoBC  belonging  to  the  State  or  the  gods,  were  built  of 
wood  and  unbumed  brick,'  tlioii^  sometimea  coated  with  line 
plaater,  Koviopt,  and  presented  to  the  narrow  street  a  dead  wall, 
only  sometimes  varied  with  device  or  decoration,  and  with  very 
small  breaks  for  windows,  we  shall  destroy  the  notion  that  the 
Athenian  streets  were  stately  and  attractive,  whatever  the  open 
siioces  may  have  been.     In  fact,  the  crowding  of  the  country- 


Fm.  a.— A  SmRBT  in  PoMPKrr.     (Ovkrbioi,  Pcmptii,  p.  ass-) 

folk  into  Athens  at  the  time  of  the  Peloponneaian  war  pre- 
vented the  rich  burghers  from  building  fine  houses,  as  ihey 
otherwise  might  have  done  hnd  fresh  space  been  available. 
And  for  this  reason  the  private  houses  of  Athens  were,  until 
a  lata  period,  less  splendid  than  those  of  other  cities.     But 

'  Wlienoe  th«  phnse  for  housebrekking,  Tetxapoxtir.  U>  dig  thnmgh 
watli  ol  huuam  u  did  tbe  PUtsans.    Thus.  ii.  3.    So  Pint.  Drm.  ii.,  retit 

TDlxwi  ■qXbovT  fx"!"'' 
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line  hoQBes  doubtless  arose  in  the  suburbs  in  later  times. 
The  narrowness  of  the  streets  of  Argos  was  fatal  to  Pyrrhus 
when  he  forced  his  way  into  the  city.  But  the  streets  through 
which  proce^ions  passed  must  have  been  broader  and  more 
imposing.  Thus  the  street  of  the  Tripods,  wherein  were  set  up 
the  tripods  won  by  Athenians  in  musical  and  other  contests, 
and  the  street  of  the  Hermsa^  at  Athens  were  wider  and  adorned 
with  many  fine  monuments.  These  contained  the  better  houses. 
Many  streets  were  appropriated  to  the  dealers  in  particular 
articles;  for  instance,  the  Ki^(OT(nroioC  (bozmakers)  and  the 
€pfM€yXv<fMU  at  Athens  had  streets  named  after  them.  In  front 
of  most  of  the  houses  stood  rude  pillar-like  figures  of  Apollo 
'Ayvccvs,  and  often  also  of  Hecate.  Little  shrines  of  these  and 
other  deities  were  of  frequent  recurrence. 

Hippodamus  of  Miletus  ^  was  the  first  to  introduce  regularity 
into  town  building.  This  architect  laid  out  the  PirsBus  and 
the  new  cities  of  Thurii  in  Italy  and  Rhodes.  Dinocrates, 
following  in  his  footsteps,  constructed  Alexandria  on  most 
methodical  plans.  These  cities  were  laid  out  with  wide  streets 
at  right  angles  one  to  the  other,  and  had  many  open  spaces. 
Temples  were  erected  in  them,  not  on  spots  hallowed  by 
legend,  but  where  they  would  show  best  nnd  l)e  most  acces^ 
aible.  Large  stosa  and  gymnasia  adorned  the  most  frequented 
Btreete.  The  streets  of  Alexandria  in  particular  were  really 
fine ;  we  are  told  that  one  stretched  uninterrupted  from  the 
western  to  the  eastern  gate,  a  distance  of  thirty  stades,  or  more 
than  a  league-,  and  had  a  breadth  of  more  than  a  hundred  feet 
The  houses  of  the  same  city  were  all  built  of  stone  or  brick, 
and  never  of  wood,  which  was  in  older  cities  a  common 
material  Some  of  these  houses  rose  to  a  height  of  three 
storeys,  and  from  their  flat  roofs  a  good  view  over  the  city 
might  be  obtained.  In  the  same  city  a  great  feature  was  the 
Royal  Palace  of  the  Ptolemies,  which  occupied  from  a  fifth  to 
a  third  of  the  entire  area  of  the  town,  and  included,  together 
with  endless  halls  and  apartments,  the  Museum  with  all  its 
literary  treasures.  The  places  above  mentioned  being  maritime, 
the  builders  of  them  bestowed  on  their  docks  and  arsenals 
great  labour  and  expense.  Moles  were  built  to  protect  their 
harbours  from  injury,  and  on  the  island  of  Pharos  at  Alex- 

^  The  Herms  were  not,  however,  confined  to  this  street,  but  to  be  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  dty.  On  theae  HeriniB  Hipparchus  engraved  moral 
nws.    Plato,  JSipparJu  228. 

'  Arist.  PoL  ii.  5.     For  fuller  information  on  these  matters  see  Krause's 
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andria  was  erected  the  great  lighthouse  which  has  ever  since 
been  renowned. 

Some  of  the  cities  built  by  the  successors  of  Alexander  in 
Asia  were  constructed  most  methodically,  and  included  refine- 
ments quite  new  in  the  history  of  civic  architecture.  Thus  of 
the  city  of  Nicsea,  built  by  Lysimachus,  it  was  said  that  you 
could  stand  by  a  stone  in  the  agora  and  look  through  the  four 
principal  gates  of  the  city,  which  were  turned  to  the  four  points 
of  the  compass.  At  Antioch  on  the  Orontes  there  were  pillared 
arcades  on  each  side  of  the  principal  streets,  so  that  a  man 
might  go  on  wet  days  dry-shoid  for  mile  after  mile.  Close  to 
the  same  city  was  the  park  of  Daphne,  a  place  where  all  that 
was  beautiful  in  nature  was  cultivated  in  profusion.  Older 
towns  had  their  trim  olive  and  myrtle  groves,  but  this  was  the 
first  city  to  possess  something  like  what  we  should  call  a  park. 

The  suburbs  of  ancient  as  of  modem  cities  were  more  loosely 
built,  with  spaces  between  the  houses,  gardens,  and  open  places. 
In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  principal  city  gates,  outside 
them,  the  roads  were  flanked  with  rows  of  handsome  marble 
monuments  erected  over  the  dead.  But  these  were  not  of  a 
character  to  cause  depression  and  melancholy,  rather  calculated, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  please  and  refresh  by  the  beauty  of  their 
designs  and  reliefs.  Frequently  on  the  outskirts  of  a  town  was 
the  temple  of  some  popular  deity,  with  its  spaces  and  groves, 
and  a  little  town  of  the  ministrants  to  the  temple.  Thus  in 
the  suburb  of  Corinth  called  Craneion  was  situate  the  great 
temple  of  Aphrodite,  which  was  the  centre  of  the  dissolute 
life  of  the  place,  as  the  agora  was  of  the  commercial  life.  We 
can  better  understand  the  life  and  character  of  Diogenes  the 
Cynic  if  we  reflect  that  it  was  here  that  his  cask  was  placed 
during  part  of  his  life. 

These  suburban  temples  were  in  some  cases  the  seats  of 
games.  Then  they  were  surrounded  by  an  extensive  rc/uevos, 
which  included  a  stadium,  a  theatre,  the  shrines  of  inferior 
deities  and  daemons,  and  a  number  of  statues  set  up  by  grateful 
cities  or  by  winners  at  the  games.  There  were  also,  in  the 
case  of  the  great  centres  of  worship,  treasuries  belonging  to 
various  cities  and  states  specially  erected  to  contain  their  votive 
offerings.  Around  the  rc/ievos  at  the  time  of  the  solemn  festival 
were  set  up  the  tents  and  huts  of  thousands  of  visitors  from  all 
parts  of  Greece,  and  the  booths  of  those  who  frequented  such 
places  of  assembly  with  goods  for  sale.  The  whole  neighbour- 
hood bore  for  the  time  the  appearance  of  a  fair,  and  sacrifices, 
processions,  and  feasts  crowded  one  another  all  day. 
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The  water  supply  of  the  Greeks  was  rendered  easier  from 
the  fact  that  Greece  is  a  land  of  springs  and  streams,  and  it  was 
seldom  necessary  to  bring  a  supply  horn  a  distance  by  canals 
or  aqueducts.  When  such  necessity  was  imposed  the  Greeks 
did  not  raise  their  watercourses  in  Roman  fashion  on  arches 
striding  imperially  over  the  valleys,  but  made  the  best  use  of 
existing  slopes  and  gradients.^  At  the  city  end  of  an  aqueduct^ 
or  over  a  city  spring,  was  almost  always  erected  a  stately  grotto, 
with  marble  pillars  and  step&  Hither  in  the  morning  would 
flock  the  girls  with  their  water-pots,  as  we  see  them  flocking 
in  the  paintings  on  those  very  hydriffi  which  they  carried, 
many  of  which  are  preserved  in  modem  museums.  Often  the 
spring  was  without  the  walls,  in  which  case  the  water-carriers 
had  often  to  dread  an  ambush  of  an  enemy  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. 

In  the  numerous  public  buildings  of  Greece — ^the  gymnasia, 
the  baths,  the  Grovemment  buildings,  the  innumerable  halls 
and  arcades — ^the  men  passed  the  greater  part  of  their  time. 
It  must  never  be  forgotten  that  during  the  great  time  of  Greece 
these  were  the  real  dwelling-place  of  the  freeman.  The  private 
houses  were  quite  of  secondary  importance,  the  men  only 
retired  to  them  to  eat  and  to  sleep ;  all  their  energies  centred 
about  the  market-place,  the  council-hall,  the  gymnasium,  and 
the  theatre.  It  was  not  until  the  decline  of  Greece  had  set 
in  that  the  private  buildings  at  all  rivalled  the  public  ones  in 
splendour. 


CHAPTER  in 

THB  HOMERIC  HOUSE 

Thb  plan  and  arrangement  of  houses  in  the  Homeric  age  is  a 
subject  which  has  of  late  years  roused  a  good  deal  of  interest, 
and  called  forth  several  dissertations.^  Such  of  these  as  were 
written  before  the  discovery  of  the  ancient  palaces  on  the 
acropolis  lulls  of  Tiryns  and  Mycen®  are  necessarily  out  of 
date,  since  it  is  indubitable  that  this  discovery  has  given  us 
important  data.     On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  mistake  to  recon- 

*  Leake,  Travels  in  Northern  Oreece,  iv.  377. 

*  A  list  of  these  at  p.  170  of  vol.  vii.  of  the  Joum,  Hell.  Stud.  See 
alsfi  my  chap.  iv.  in  New  Chapiert  in  Greek  Hittory ;  Bie  in  Jahrbueh  dee 
Areh.  Intl.  1891,  p.  I ;  Lange,  Baut  und  BaUe,  1885  ;  and  Joseph,  Palaete 
dee  Homerieehen  Bpat,  1893. 
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struct  the  Homeric  palace  entirely  on  the  basis  offered  by 
remains  of  the  Greek  heroic  age,  since  it  appears  certain  that 
there  was  a  considerable  gap  in  time  between  the  civilisation 
revealed  by  the  spade  in  Argolis,  and  that  reflected  in  the 
poems  of  Homer.  The  plan  we  propose  to  follow  is  to  take 
our  start  from  the  Homeric  poems,  but  to  welcome  any  light 
which  may  be  gained  from  the  comparison  of  the  palaces  at 
Mycensd  and  Tiryns. 

The  houses  of  Homeiic  chiefs  consisted  of  three  parts,  avA.i/, 
So>/xa  or  /Acyapov,  and  ^aXa/xos,^  of  which  the  first  was  the 
front  court,  the  second  the  hall  of  the  men,  the  third  the 
apartments  of  the  women.  All  these  parts  will  be  reviewed 
in  order.  AU  were  enclosed  by  a  massive  stone  wall,  doubtless 
of  Cyclopean  construction. 

As  one  approached  the  house  this  wall  would  be  most  con- 
spicuous, with  the  roof  of  the  buildings  within  it  showing  over 
the  top.  Vivid  are  the  words  in  which  Odysseus  as  he  ap- 
proaches his  own  house  describes  it  to  Eunueus,  '^  There  is 
building  beyond  building,  and  the  court  is  furnished  with  wall 
and  battlements,  and  there  are  solid  twofold  doors;  no  man 
might  scorn  it"  ^  This  wall  was  for  defence  rather  than  any 
other  purpose.  It  was  pierced  only  at  one  point  and  at  that 
defended  by  massive  folding-doors,  Svpai  SucAtScs.  Outside 
the  wall,  on  either  side  the  doors,  were  stone  seats,  eSpaiy  which 
seem  to  have  commanded  a  wide  prospect^  for  the  wooers  sit 
there  and  see  the  ship  of  Telemachus  sail  into  harbour.^ 

Passing  through  the  solid  doors  (he  traveller  would  find 
himself  in  an  open  courtyard,  avk-q.  In  front  of  him  would 
lie  the  lofty  hall,  and  around  him  arcades  or  cloisters,  partly 
divided  into  small  cells  and  chambers.  Of  these  chambers 
some  served  as  farm  buildings,  as  houses  for  the  mills,*  and  as 
places  for  the  storage  of  provisions,  some  as  bed-rooms  for  male 
slaves.  One  or  two  of  the  better  ones  were  even  used  as 
chambers  for  unmarried  sons  of  the  house:  Telemachus,  for 
instance,  certainly  slept  in  the  avki/j,^  The  court  was  probably 
in  as  dirty  a  condition  as  our  farmyards.  £um£BUS,  when  he 
brought  boars  for  the  feeding  of  the  suitors,  let  them  feed  at 
large  in  the  court,^  probably  on  the  refuse  there  lying  about 
In  one  comer  of  tiie  court  was  the  mysterious  66\os  which  has 

^  /2.  vi.  313,  ot  o2  iwoifiaap  OdXnfUi'  Kctl  ddfia  jrcU  adXi^. 

*  Od.  xvii.  266.  '  (kL  xvi.  343.     Cf.  iii.  406. 

*  Od.  XX  105.     Odysseua,  as  he  lies  in  the  ai$owra,  hean  the  wumen,  as 
they  grind  at  the  luillsp  coioplaining. 

»  Od,  xix.  48.  «  Od.  XX.  164. 
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caoaed  so  much  discussion.  That  it  was  not  a  kitchen  is  pro- 
bable ;  for  we  read  that  food  was  cooked  in  the  Megaron  itself, 
^or  was  it  a  treasury ;  the  treasury  of  the  house  certainly  lay 
in  the  women's  quarters.  It  was  circular;  this  the  name 
implies ;  and  from  the  analogy  of  the  circular  buildings  still 
remaining  at  Orchomenus  and  Mycen»  we  might  conjecture 
that  it  may  have  been  a  family  burial-place.  In  early  times 
the  custom  of  burying  on  the  premises  prevailed  with  several 
branches  of  the  Indo-European  race.^  This  however  is  a  con- 
jecture which  it  is  impossible  to  verify  in  the  present  state  of 
knowledge.  In  the  court  was  the  altar  of  Zeus,  *£pK€4os,  the 
*'  well-wrought  altar  of  the  great  Zeus  of  the  Court,''  -  as  it  is 
termed. 

On  all  four  sides  of  the  court,  then,  were  cloisters  called  by 
the  general  name  aWowa,  a  p>ortico  supported  by  pillars.  This 
covered  space,  which  was  probably  also  paved,  was  used  for 
a  variety  of  purposes.  Here  animals  such  as  goats  ^  and  oxen 
brought  for  household  use  were  tethered ;  and  here  were  some- 
times spread  rough  shake-downs  for  less  distinguished  guests  to 
sleep  on.  Odysseus,  while  an  unhonoured  guest  in  his  own 
house,  slept  in  the  aii^oixro,^  spreading  on  the  ground  a  bull's 
hide  and  over  that  the  fleeces  of  sheep.  So  Telemachus  when 
a  guest  at  Sparta  slept  in  the  vpoBoixos,^  In  this  case  it  is 
previously  stated  that  Helen  had  ordered  coverlets  to  be  placed 
for  him  vr*  atdourp,  so  that  it  would  appear  that  the  space  be- 
fore the  doors  was  part  of  the  aWova-a.  The  usual  epithet 
of  Homer  for  the  aWova-a  is  ipiSovwos,^  echoing.  If  it  had  a 
pavement  and  a  roof  supported  on  pillars,  it  would  richly 
merit  this  epithet 

Through  the  TrpoSofM^  or  atOava-a  a  visitor  would  reach  the 
great  doors  opening  into  the  yJeyapov^  the  public  hall  where 
in  Homeric  days  the  chiefs  lived  among  their  friends  and 
retainers  in  a  public  life  closely  resembling  that  of  Scandinavian 
chiefs  and  mediffival  baron&  Of  the  doors  themselves  we  may 
form  a  clear  notion  from  Homer's  description  of  those  in  the 
palace  of  Alcinous,^  which  are  indeed  described  as  made  of  gold 
and  silver  but  were  no  doubt  in  form  like  other  doors.  They 
were  folding,  and  supported  on  either  side  by  a  solid  (rraOfws 
or  door-post.  The  doors  wore  not  suspended  on  hinges,  but 
turned  in  sockets ;  such  at  least  is  the  construction  found  in 

'  Marquardt,  Rom,  PrivataUerihUmer^  p.  350. 
a  Od.  xxii.  334.  »  Od,  xx.  189. 

*  Od.  XX.  I.  "  Od.  iv.  302. 

«  (W.  XX.  189.  7  Qd,  vii.  88. 
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early  Greek  doorways  such  as  those  at  MycensB.  Over  them 
was  a  virepOvpiov  or  cornice,  and  on  them  handles  of  metaL^ 
They  were  secured  by  wooden  bolts,  or  could  in  some  cases 
be  unlocked  from  outside  by  a  key  like  that  used  by  Penelope, 
with  ivory  handle  and  bronze  teeth.  ^ 

At  either  end  of  the  hall  was  a  door,  of  which  doors  one  led 
into  the  outer  court,  the  other  into  the  women's  apartments, 
the  OdXjoLfws.  In  front  of  both  doors  was  a  long  and  pro- 
bably raised  threshold  or  ov86s.  The  threshold  in  front  of  the 
door  into  the  court  was  made  of  ashwood,  /tcXivos  ov86s ;  ^  that 
in  front  of  the  women's  door  was  of  stone,  AalVos  ov&$s :  a 
distinction  which  the  reader  of  the  Odyssey  must  keep  in  mind. 
When  Odysseus  arrives  as  a  beggar,  he  takes  his  modest  place 
on  the  ashen  threshold,  and  it  is  afterwards,  when  thoughts  of 
vengeance  are  thickening  in  his  mind,  that  Telemachus  calls 
him  up  to  a  higher  and  more  honourable  place  and  gives  him 
a  seat  near  the  threshold  of  stone.  By  the  ashen  threshold, 
against  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  hall,  was  the  SovpoB6Krj  or  spear- 
stand,  where  guests  who  entered  the  house  left  their  spears 
behind  them,^  and  even  the  master  of  the  house  kept  his 
spears  standing. 

The  height  of  the  fieyapov  was  that  of  the  house  itself,  and 
its  size  so  great  that  all  the  suitors  of  Penelope  could  live  and 
feed  in  it.  The  roof  was  supported  by  pillars  which  probably 
stood  in  rows  and  divided  the  hall  into  three  aisles  or  corridors. 
These  pillars  are  mentioned  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
passages  of  the  Odyssey,  where  Pallas  spreads  a  light  through 
the  hall  and  Telemachus  exclaims,^  "A  wondrous  sights  my 
father,  meets  my  eyes.  Meseems  that  the  walls  of  the  hall 
and  the  fair  main  beams,  and  the  rafters  of  pine,  and  the 
pillars  that  sustain  them,  are  bright  to  my  eyes  as  if  with 
flaming  fire."  In  this  passage,  too,  occurs  the  term  fi€o-o£pxi, 
which  has  greatly  puzzled  commentators,  but  which  seems  in 
the  light  of  recent  discovery  to  signify  the  main  beams  of  a 
house.^ 

The  iO'X'dpoL  or  hearth,  where  was  done  the  cooking  of  the 
house,  was  situate  in  the  midst  of  the  hall.  The  smoke  aris- 
ing from  it  wreathed  about  the  hall,^  blackening  the  beams 
and  the  arms  hung  on  the  walls,  and  finally  making  its  escape 
through  the  roof.     Openings  in  the  roof  are  not  indeed  men- 

»  Od.  vii.  88.  *  Od.  xxi.  7.  »  Od  xvii.  339. 

*  Od,  i.  128 ;  xvii.  29.  ^  Od.  xix.  37. 

'  See  an  inscription  from  Eleusis.  Ephemeria  Arch.  1883,  p.  3. 
7  Od,  xvi.  288, 
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tioned  in  Homer,  but  we  are  driven  to  assume  their  existence, 
for  how  else  could  smoke  leave  and  light  enter  the  apartment  t 
Moreover  we  know  that  a  hypsBthral  opening  belongs  to  the 
earliest  form  of  Grseco-Roman  house  ^  and  was  the  precursor 
alike  of  the  Boman  atrium  and  the  Greek  peristyle.  We  may 
gather  from  a  story  told  by  Herodotus  ^  that  it  existed  in  early 
Greek  houses,  such  as  those  of  kings  of  Macedon,  and  that  the 
sunlight  fell  through  it  in  a  square  patch  on  to  the  floor. 
Perhaps  in  the  Palace  of  Odysseus,  as  in  that  at  Tiryns,  the 
central  part  of  the  roof  was  raised,  with  openings  at  the  sides, 
as  in  basilicaa 

The  fAcyfipov  was  by  no  means  inaccessible  to  the  women- 
folk of  the  householcL  They  did  not  indeed  eat  there  with 
the  men,  but  they  were  frequent  spectators  of  their  eating 
and  amusements.  The  maid-servants  of  Penelope  not  only 
dean  and  sprinkle  the  hall,^  wiping  the  tables  with  sponges 
and  removing  the  fragments  of  broken  food  from  the  floor, 
but  also  take  special  charge  of  the  braziers  intended  alike 
for  the  warming  and  the  Ughting  of  the  room,  even  staying 
in  the  hall  far  into  the  night  to  replenish  them  with  fueL 
Even  the  lady  of  the  house  and  her  daughters  sometimes  enter 
the  halL  Penelope  is  sitting  in  the  hall  while  her  white- 
armed  attendants  go  through  the  cleansing  process  already 
mentioned :  and  when  the  wooers  are  feasting  she  comes  ac- 
companied by  two  of  her  handmaids  from  her  chamber,  and 
stands,  with  her  glistening  peplos  wrapped  about  her  face,  by 
the  inner  door  of  the  hal^  vapa  araOjibv  rcycos,^  dose  to  one 
of  the  main  pillars.  Hence  she  addresses  Antinous,  and  here 
she  sits  spinning  while  Telemachus  and  Pimus  feed  together.^ 
Even  when  Odysseus  is  in  the  hall  bathed  with  warm  water 
and  anointed  with  oil  by  old  Eurydea,  Penelope  is  present,* 
sitting  near  the  fxr\apa  or  stove,  but  discreetly  turning  her 
head  in  another  direction. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  writers  that  the  fivx^^  ^^  ^ 
definite  part  of  the  Homeric  hall,  just  as  the  ala  was  of  Boman 
houses^  that  part  in  fact  which  lay  immediately  in  front  of  the 
door  into  the  women's  apartments.  But  it  appears  to  me,  on 
the  collation  of  a  number  of  passages  in  which  the  term  /iv^os 
occurs,  that  it  means  only  the  inner  end  of  any  building,  t.e., 
that  furthest  from  the  outer  door.    Thus  it  is  frequently  said  that 

*  Biarquardt,  R&m.  Alterth.  viL  I,  212. 

'  Tiii.  137.  '  Od,  xix.  60 ;  xx.  149. 

I                            *  Oii.  zvi.  415;  xviii.  209.  So  also  Nausicaa,  Od.  viii.  458. 

i                           »  Od,  xvii.  97.  •  Od.  xix.  478. 
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ihe  nuptial  chamber  was  cv  /avx4>  3o/iot;,^  ami  so  Achilles  sleeps 
€v  /Avx<^  Kkurvq^ :  and  in  another  place  we  have  the  phrase  C9 
foj^bv  BaXdfiov.^  No  doubt  the  fiv\6s  of  the  hall  was  the  space  on 
the  stone  threshold  by  the  women's  door,  but  it  would  seem 
that  Rumpf  is  wrong  in  supposing  that  there  was  anything 
special  or  technical  in  this  application  of  the  term. 

That  the  floor  of  the  lakyapov  between  the  two  thresholds  was 
of  hard  earth  merely  is  proved  by  the  account  given  us  of 
Telemachus'  proceedings  in  setting  up  the  line  of  axes  to  shoot 
through.  We  are  told  that  he  dug  a  straight  trench  right 
across  the  hall '  wherein  to  fix  the  handles  of  the  axes.  So 
at  a  later  time,  when  Telemachus  and  the  servants  wish  to 
cleanse  the  floor  from  the  blood  of  the  suitors,  the  instrument 
he  uses  is  a  Xurrpov  or  shovel,  which  would  obviously  only  be 
of  use  in  working  on  an  earthen  floor. 

There  are  two  other  buildings  in  close  connection  with  the 
hall,  of  the  place  of  which  we  must  speak,  the  baths  and  the 
treasury  or  armoury. 

We  read  in  one  place  that  when  the  suitors  came  to  tlie 
palace  of  Odysseus  they  laid  aside  their  outer  garments,  \\a,iva^^ 
on  the  seats  of  the  hall,  and  went  to  the  polished  baths,^  kv^a-- 
ras  aurofiivdox^f  and  bathed,  after  which  they  returned  to  the 
hall.  Closer  indications  are  wanting,  but  it  seems  to  mc  that 
the  description  is  sufliciently  definite  to  enable  us  to  infer  that 
the  baths  were  a  separate  building,  and  as  they  clearly  could 
not  have  been  in  the  women's  apartments  they  must  have  been 
in  the  outer  courts  avA.i},  where  indeed  we  should  have  expected, 
a  priori,  to  find  them.  Odysseus,  as  we  have  already  remarked, 
has  his  bath  in  the  fuyapov  itself  after  the  guests  have  left, 
but  this  is  a  curious  exceptional  case ;  in  fact  the  whole  story 
of  the  bath  of  Odysseus  seems  to  be  an  episode  with  a  flavour 
of  ruder  times  than  the  Homeric. 

As  to  the  position  of  the  treasury  Homer  seems  to  be  less 
clear  than  in  other  matters.  The  first  mention  of  a  treasury  in 
the  house  of  Odysseus  occurs  in  the  following  lines  :  ^ — 

"fis  <l>dv'  6  8*  vi/zopoifiov  $dX,afiov  Karefirja'aTO  varpo^ 
evpvVf  oOi  vqr^  xpwrl^  koi  x^Ak^s  €K€tTo^  &c., 

which  at  first  sight  seem  to  imply  a  treasure-house  below  ground. 
But  doubt  of  this  reading  is  at  once  suggested :  perhaps  the 

*  Od.  iii.  402  of  Nestor  ;  iv.  304  of  Menelaus  ;  vii.  346  of  Alcinous. 
«  Od.  xvi.  285.  »  Od.  xxi.  120. 

*  Od.  xvii.  87.  «  Od.  ii.  337. 
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word  ddXofio^  may  here  not  stand  for  treasury  at  all,  but  be 
used  in  its  ordinary  Homeric  sense  of  ''women's  apartments," 
9o  that  we  must  pass  this  passage  as  not  decisive  in  any  direc- 
tion. From  the  next  passage  of  importance,^  which  describes 
the  removal  of  the  arms  from  the  ftiyapov  to  the  treasury,  we 
do  not  gain  any  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  latter, 
save  that  before  the  removal  Euryclea  shut  the  doors  of  the 
/Aeyofio,  confining  in  them  the  women,  lest  they  should  in- 
terrupt the  process.  The  jtiyapa  here  are  clearly  not  the  same 
as  the  yAyapov^  probably  they  are  the  larger  rooms  of  the 
OdXafLo^f  where  the  women  were  used  to  sit  at  their  spinning.- 
If,  however,  we  turn  to  the  passages  relating  to  the  treasury  in 
later  books,  we  shall  find  that  it  was  in  the  women's  court,^ 
and  at  its  further  extremity,  ^oAa/xos  €(rxaro«.  It  had  a  roof 
of  beams,^  and  was  protected  by  solid  doors  closed  with  a  key.^ 
liesides  the  regular  doors  of  the  megaron,  we  also  hear  of  an 
optroBvpfq  or  p>ostem,  which  led  into  a  court,  Aavpi},  and  so  into 
the  open  air.^  The  position  and  use  of  this  postern  is  a  matter 
of  considerable  difficulty  and  importance ;  but  we  cannot  here 
discuss  it 

We  now  pass  in  our  account  of  the  Odysseian  house  to  the 
third  port^  the  ddXofios.  Dr.  Hayman,  in  opposition  to  all  the 
ancient  commentators,  maintains^  that  there  was  not  in  the 
house  of  Odysseus  any  portion  specially  devoted  to  women- 
He  therefore  supposes  the  women's  rooms  to  have  been  scattered 
round  the  yJeyapov  and  over  the  aXOova-oi,  We  have  not  space 
fully  to  examine  his  views,  which  certainly  would  not  bear 
close  examination.  Not  only  was  there  a  women's  OdXoftos^  but 
we  are  able  in  some  degiee  to  trace  its  arrangements.  In  the 
first  place  it  contained  the  workroom  or  workrooms  of  the 
women.  These  Homer  sometimes  calls  fiiyapa  and  sometimes 
BdXaiioq,  They  were  on  the  ground  floor.  This  we  know 
from  a  passage  in  the  fourth  book  of  the  OdyBsey,  where  Pene- 
lope is  represented  as  weeping  hr  ovSov  A-oXvic/Ai^rov  OaXafioio,^ 
surrounded  by  her  maidens,  until  at  the  request  of  her  nurse 
she  goes  upstairs  to  the  bed-chamber  more  especially  belonging 
to  her,^  which  was  reached  by  a  ladder,  icXt/io^.^^  And  we  also 
know  that  in  the  midst  of  it  was  an  open  hypeethral  court,  in 
which  had  stood  in  old  days  an  olive-tree,  which  with  his  own 
hands  Odysseus  had  cut  short  and  fashioned  into  a  post  for 
his  bed,  building  about  the  bed  so  made  a  chamber  of  stone 

^  CM.  six.  ad  iniL  >  Gf.  Od,  xxil  151.  ^  0^.  ^zi,  g. 

*  Od,  xxii  176.  •  Od,  xxii.  156.  ^  Od,  zziL  136. 

'  Od.  ToL  i.  127.  •  1.  718.  M.  76a  w  Od,  xxi.  5. 
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and  roofing  it  over.^  This  same  arrangement  of  a  court  in  the 
women's  apartments  where  fresh  chambers  could  be  built  we 
meet  in  the  house  of  Priam.  ^  There,  inside  the  house,  were 
built  fifty  chambers  of  polished  stone,  where  the  fifty  sons  of 
Priam  slept  with  their  wives.  On  the  other  hand  the  twelve 
sons-in-law  of  Priam  with  their  wives  were  not  allowed,  as  not 
kindred  in  blood,  to  sleep  in  the  women's  apartments,  but  had 
chambers  erected  for  them  in  the  outer  court,  avXi^.  This  dis- 
tinction is  curious  and  interesting  as  throwing  light  on  the 
manners  of  the  timea 

The  other  houses  mentioned  in  the  Homeric  poems  may  be 
passed  with  veiy  few  words.  The  Palace  of  Alcinous,  though 
belonging  in  the  main  to  fairyland,  yet  does  not  differ  in  plan 
from  that  of  Odysseus.  One  curious  point  is  worth  noting, 
that  a  fire  is  kindled  for  Nausicaa  in  her  private  chamber  and 
food  prepared  there.^  Such  luxuries  were  probably  reserved 
for  fairy-princesses  in  those  rude  days.  The  construction  also 
of  the  Hall  of  Alcinous,  lined  with  plates  of  bronze,  has  often 
been  noted  as  comparable  to  that  of  the  Treasuries  of  Mycen» 
and  Orchomenus,  which,  however,  were  not  lined,  but  only 
adorned  with  bronze  ornaments.  This  construction  was  of 
course  oriental ;  and  we  find  it  surviving  in  the  East,  even  in 
the  days  of  Philostratus.^  The  house  of  Alcinous  has  even 
a  brazen  floor,  it  is  a  xo^oi^<^^^  ^  I  this,  however,  must  be 
taken  as  a  poetical  flight.  In  aU  the  description  of  that  splendid 
house  the  poet  acts  on  the  words  of  the  Jevrish  prophet^  "  For 
brass  I  will  bring  gold,  and  for  iron  I  will  bring  silver,  and  for 
wood  brass,  and  for  stones  iron."  ^ 

In  the  abode  of  Circe  ^  we  find  a  flat  roof  whereon  Elpenor 
sleeps  for  the  sake  of  coolness,  and  whence,  rising  in  idarm, 
he  falls  headlong  to  the  ground  below.  But  the  flat  roof  was 
not  invariable  at  the  period.  Most  roofs  were  pointed,  else  the 
dfieipovTts,  the  crossing  beams  which  supported  them,  could 
not  with  propriety  have  been  compared  to  wrestlers  leaning 
forward  to  grasp  one  another.^  In  the  instance  of  the  abode  of 
£um8Bus,  and  the  tent  of  Achilles,  we  may  observe  that  even 
the  pressure  of  poverty  and  the  necessities  of  a  campaign, 
though  they  affect  the  size  and  elaborateness  of  a  house,  do 
not  alter  its  general  scheme. 

The  above  passages  are  reprinted  with  a  few  modifications 
from  a  paper  written  in  i88i,^  before  the  important  discoveries 

*  Od,  xxiii.  190.  *  //.  vi.  242.  •  Orf.  vii.  12. 

*  Philofitr.  VU,  Apttl.  *  I*«i.  Ix.  1 7.  •  Od.  x.  552. 
'  11.  xxiii.  712.                       *  Jour II.  IIcU.  Stud.  iii.  p.  264. 
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at  Tiryns  took  place :  they  are  not  suggested  by  those  dis- 
ooYeries.  But  it  will  be  necessary  now  to  turn  to  the  testimony 
of  excavation  in  Argolis,  to  see  whether  it  confirms  the  views 
here  set  forth. 

In  most  respects  it  confirms  them,  and  adds  reality  and 
vividness  to  them.  The  prehistoric  palace  of  Tiryns,  a  plan  of 
which  is  here  annexed,^  is  undoubtedly  older  by  centuries  than 
the  Odyssey,  But  it  was  probably  built  by  the  race  among 
whom  the  Odyssey  arose ;  and  it  is  clear  that  the  poet  of  the 
Odyssey  had  in  his  mind  a  palace  in  many  respects  like  the 
Tirynthian  model.  At  Tiryns  we  find  a  court,  avX^,  with 
pillared  cloisters  round  it^  and  in  it  an  altar,  which  we  naturally 
assume  to  have  been  dedicated  to  Zeus  Herceius.  At  Tiryns 
we  find  a  men's  hall,  fieyopov,  approached  through  a  portico, 
having  in  the  midst  a  heaorth  and  pillars,  dividing  it  into  three 
sections.  The  door-sills  of  this  building  are  partly  of  stone  and 
}>artly  of  wood.  We  find  also  a  bathroom,  approached  from  the 
hall  by  a  narrow  passage,  and  still  holding  a  fragment  of  the 
furofuvdos;  and  the  walls  of  the  hall  were  adorned  partly 
with  frescoes  and  partly  with  a  frieze  of  alabaster  and  glass, 
which  we  at  once  associate  with  the  Homeric  phrase  OpiyKbs 
Kvdvoio.  Indeed,  the  student  who  reads  the  Odyssey  with 
the  plan  of  the  Tirynthian  palace  before  him,  will  sometimes 
find  an  unexpected  light.  For  example,  when  Nausicaa  is 
directing  Odysseus  to  the  palace  of  her  father,^  she  bids  him 
pass  through  the  hall  to  where  her  mother  sits  by  the  hearth  in 
the  firelight,  resting  against  a  pillar  :  this  arrangement  of  hearth 
and  pillar  is  well  illustrated  at  Tiryns. 

There  is,  however,  one  great  difficulty  and  apparent  dis- 
crepancy. At  Tiryns  the  apartments  of  the  women  seem  to 
have  been  separate  from  those  of  the  men,'  and  were  without 
visible  means  of  communication,  whereas  in  the  Odyssey  close 
juxtaposition  and  constant  intercourse  between  men's  and 
women's  apartments  is  constantly  assumed.^  Without  denying 
that  there  here  remains  much  to  explain,  we  may  observe, 
firstly,  that  there  must  have  been  at  Tiryns  some  means  of 
communication  between   the   men's    and    women's    quarters, 

^  From  Schliemaiiii*8  Tiryns,  pi.  ii.  '  OcL  vi.  304. 

*  I  my  aeem,  because  the  evidence  of  their  locality  is  not  conclusive. 
Holm,  for  instance,  thinks  that  Dorpfeld  has  wrongly  assigned  the 
women's  apartments.    Holm,  ffisL  of  Greece,  trans,  I,  p.  171. 

^  MtUler  {Or.  PrivataltertMmer,  p.  26)  denies  that  in  the  house  of 
Odysseus  the  women's  rooms  were  behind  those  of  the  men  and  in  contact 
wiUi  them.    I  cannot  share  his  view. 
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possibly  through  a  postom  gate  such  u  that  mentioned  in  the 
Odyssey,  opffoSvptj ;  and  secondly,  that  the  greater  ca  less 
seclusion  of  women  is  a  thing  which  might  vary  with  degree 
of  luxury  01  social  circumstances,  a  time  of  disturbance  and 
exile,  such  aa  followed  the  age  of  Tiryns,  being  especially  likely 
to  break  down  old  customs  in  such  matters. 

Limits  of  apace  have  obliged  me  to  treat  of  the  Homeric 


Fio,  3.— pLiK  or  Palioi  At  Titima 


Falace  in  a  aummary  way,  without  going  into  much  detail,  or 
diacussing  controverted  terma  and  difficult  poesagea.  Many 
writers  have  thus  gone  into  details,  and  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  result  haa  repaid  their  trouble.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a  microscopic  examination  of  the  story  of  Odysseus' 
return  and  the  slaughter  of  the  suitors  shows  in  the  poet  of 
the  Odyteey  a  certain  amount  of  inconsistency.  He  does  not 
seem  to  picture  clearly  to  himself  the  scene  of  which  he  writes, 
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or  the  locality  where  it  took  place.  The  episode  of  the  fetching 
of  arms  by  Melonthius,  for  instance,  ie  on  the  face  of  it 
impossible.  It  is  very  probiible  that  in  working  a  variety  of 
current  tales  into  a  consecutive  poem  he  incorporated  phrases 
which  were  inconsistent  one  with  another.  And  it  ie  also 
pruluble  that  the  houses  of  hia  own  time  diSered  in  various 
ways  from  thoee  of  tradition  and  convention.  Thus  all  that 
we  can  hope  to  do  is  to  fix  a  general  outline,  which  will  pro- 
liably  be  fairly  correct  for  the  houses  of  the  Achteau  chiefs 
abont  the  time  of  the  Dorian  Conquest. 


—  FuiWt    AT  TiBIBB.       iSCHUEMjIHK,    TlVjIII 


CHAPTER  IV 

PIIIVATE   houses:   historical  TIMES' 

BETWEEN  the  houses  described  by  Homer  and  those  of  historical 
Greece:  there  is  a  considerable  break.  The  Homeric  ava^  had 
in  the  times  of  Herodotus  and  Thucydides  disappeared  from 

'  AmoDg  the  beat  German  works  nn  thin  eubject  ftre  Winckler'e 
IFoAiiAiiiUcr  dtr  EdUnen  and  Lange'n  Haul  ti>u{  Halle.  In  the  abaence 
if  HtiifKtary  exiating  remaiDB  of  Greek  bouKS  we  mu*t  turn  to  PolDpeit 
for  aid  to  tbe  imagination. 
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southern  Greece,  and  was  to  be  found  only  in  remote  districts 
among  tribes  such  as  the  Molossians  and  Athamanes.  And 
with  the  prince  had  disappeared  his  ways  of  living  and  the 
hall  where  he  dispensed  open  hospitality.  The  country-houses 
indeed  retained  even  to  the  late  ages  of  Greece  much  of  their 
original  character,  as  we  shall  presently  see.  But  in  the  cities 
there  was  no  longer  room  for  extensive  mansions,  and  houses 
were  built  for  private  persons  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  a 
whole  community. 

In  fact  in  the  best  ages  and  the  greatest  cities  of  Greece 
private  houses,  even  of  distinguished  men,  were  in  no  wise 
r  "^  iiA  ■  stately.  Demosthenes,  speaking  of  the  heroes  of  the  days  of 
^C^^r^  C^^[  Marathon,  says  1  that  "while  for  the  state  they  erected  such 
buildings  and  set  up  such  works  of  art  as  posterity  has  never 
been  able  to  surpass,  yet  in  private  life  they  were  so  simple 
and  moderate  that  if  any  one  looks  at  the  house  of  Aristides  or 
Miltiades  he  will  see  that  it  is  not  more  splendid  than  its 
neighbours."  So  too  Pseudo-Dicffiarchus  testifies^  of  Athens, 
that  most  of  the  houses  were  poor  and  inconvenient,  so  that 
the  stranger  could  scarcely  recJise  that  he  was  in  celebrated 
Athens.  And  this  state  of  things  was  protracted  and  intensified 
by  the  crowding  of  the  city  at  the  time  of  the  Peloponnesian 
war,^  when  all  the  citizens  flocked  in  from  the  country  and 
filled  all  the  vacant  spaces,  so  that  room  for  the  enlargement 
of  existing  and  the  erection  of  new  mansions  was  altogether 
wanting. 

The  researches  of  Emile  Bumouf  ^  on  the  site  of  ancient 
Athens  form  an  instructive  comment  on  these  statements.  He 
discovered  the  sites  of  many  hundreds  of  ancient  houses,  but 
the  majority  seem  to  have  consisted  of  a  single  cell,  the 
squared  floor  of  which,  cut  in  the  rock,  still  exista  In  some 
cases  two  or  three  of  these  square  depressions  probably  be- 
longed to  a  single  house,  and  sometimes  several  were  united 
together  around  a  court  or  peristyle.  But  extensive  rooms 
and  extended  series  were  rare.  The  great  houses  of  the 
rich  of  later  times,  of  which  Demosthenes  says  that  many 
were  more  splendid  than  the  public  buildings,  were  mostly 
situate  in  the  suburbs  of  great  towns  where  land  was  easier 
to  procure,  and  where  room  could  be  made  for  an  army  of 
slaves. 

The  ground-plans  of  houses  in  the  Rrssus  have  been  laid 

1  OlAf^K  ill.  25.  "  Frag,  Hist,  Or,  if.  254. 

»  Thucyd.  ii.  17.  *  Arch,  da  Hustons  Seienlif, 
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bare  by  Dr.  Ddrpfeld.*  Tht;y  were  on  a  larger  scale  thnn 
those  of  Athens,  but  their  internal  arningcments  cannot  be 
clearly  recovered.  At  Naucratis  in  Egypt ^  and  on  other 
ancient  sites  also  the  ground-plans  of  houses  can  be  traced; 
but  we  have  not  as  at  Pompeii  the  walls,  the  pavements,  and 
the  fittings,  without  which  mere  lines  of  foundation  give  us 
but  little  help.  We  have  therefore  in  the  main  to  trust  to 
statements  of  ancient  writers.  The  engravings  of  the  supp(>se<l 
house  at  Delos,  which  figures  in  Guhl  and  Koner  and  other 
works,  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  But  in  recent  years  M.  HomoUe 
has  recovered  the  foundations  of  a  very  interesting  house  in 
that  island,  to  which  we  will  presently  return. 

The  most  striking  difference  between  the  larger  houses  of 
Greece  and  those  of  modem  times  lies  in  the  fact  that  whereas 
our  houses  are  built  under  a  single  roof  and  the  rooms  arranged 
about  staircases  and  passages,  the  Greek  houses  were  built 
about  hypaethral  or  open  courts.  From  these  courts  the  house 
received  light  and  air ;  all  the  rooms  opened  on  to  them  and 
received  their  light  from  them  and  not  from  windows  in  the 
outer  walls.  To  the  street,  houses  presented  almost  a  blank 
wall ;  but  when  once  the  outer  door  was  passed,  the  visitor 
found  himself  in  the  very  midst  of  the  life  of  the  house,  and 
could  see  into  every  room  of  the  court.  Thus  the  houses  were 
adapted  to  a  far  less  private  life  than  ours,  and  one  passed  far 
more  than  ours  in  the  open  air;  and  the  number  of  slaves 
constantly  moving  in  a  house  would  keep  it  noisy  and  lively. 
Only  in  a  very  small  family  and  in  a  small  house  could  seclu- 
sion even  for  a  few  hours  at  a  time  be  possible. 

In  so  slight  a  sketch  as  the  present,  it  is  not  possible  to 
treat  apart  the  building  fashions  of  various  Greek  towns  or  of 
successive  periods.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  when  Greece 
in  the  age  of  Hellenism  turned  from  public  to  private  life, 
that  change  had  a  great  effect  on  the  arrangements  of  houses, 
which  became  far  more  complicated  and  luxurious.  But  after 
aU  the  change  was  gradual,  and  we  are  unable  to  trace  it  in 
detail.  All  that  is  here  attempted  is  to  give  some  notion  of 
the  sort  of  abodes  usual  in  Greece  durin<;  the  ages  of  autonomy. 
It  is  natural  that  the  fashion  of  building  should  change  far 
more  rapidly  in  towns  than  in  the  country ;  and  it  would  be 

^  MiUhdL  d,  d,  InrL  Athen^  vol.  iz.  Dr.  Dorpfeld's  plan  is  repeated 
in  Prof('f<tM>r  Middleton's  article  Domut  in  the  new  edition  of  Smith's 
XHetumary  of  Cheek  and  JRoman  Antiquiiie*,  L  p.  659. 

'  NaukrmtU,  part  L,  by  W.  M.  Flinders  Petrie ;  part  ii.  by  £.  A. 
Gardner. 
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least  liable  to  change  in  the  case  of  fanu-houses,  the  arrange- 
ments of  which  are  dictated  by  ]>ractical  necessity.  So  we  are 
scarcely  surprised  to  find  still  existing  in  Asia  Minor  in  the 
time  of  Galen  ^  (second  century  a.d.)  homesteads  which  belong 
to  a  very  early  stage  of  Aryan  culture,  and  which  may  be 
regarded  as  in  the  line  of  descent  not  only  of  the  Homeric 
palace  and  the  Greek  house  of  historical  times,  but  also  of  the 
Roman  atrium,  and  the  farmsteads  of  Germany  and  England. 

They  consisted  of  an  oblong  building,  in  the  midst  of  which 
was  the  hearth  and  oven,  and  on  either  side  rows  of  stalls  for 
cattle;  while  opposite  to  the  door  and  behind  the  stove  was 
an  exedra  or  recess,  with  bedrooms  to  right  and  left  of  it,  and 
sometimes  a  second  tier  of  three  rooms  alx)ve  these.  It  is  easy 
to  see  how  the  progress  of  refinement  might  convert  a  house 
such  as  this  either  into  a  Roman  atrium  or  a  (rreek  peri$%tyle. 

It  is,  however,  the  town  houses  of  Greece  which  more  par- 
ticularly concern  us.     These  we  must  divide  into  classes. 

We  have  to  speak  of  three  classes  of  houses :  (i)  the  mansions 
of  the  wealthy;  (2)  the  abodes  of  the  poorer  citizens  and 
metoeei;  (3)  the  cells  of  artisans  and  slaves.  But  we  must 
not  imagine  that  these  three  classes  of  dwellings  were  locally 
separate,  as  they  may  be  logically  separated.  All  were  mingled 
in  the  same  blocks  of  buildings.  This  we  know  from  many 
sources,  more  especially  from  the  existing  ruins  of  Pompeii, 
a  town  built  indeed  rather  on  Oscan  and  Roman  than  on 
Greek  principles,  and  yet  affording  us  abundant  information 
as  to  the  customs  of  all  ancient  civilisation.  At  Pompeii  we 
find  small  shops  and  lodging-houses  built  into  the  area  of  the 
larger  houses,  and  reached  either  by  means  of  separate  entrances 
or  sometimes  actually  from  the  doorway  of  the  mansion.  So 
at  Cairo  in  our  own  day  ^  "  when  shops  occupy  the  lower  part 
of  the  buildings  in  a  street,  the  superstructure  is  usually  divided 
into  distinct  lodgings.  These  lodgings  are  separate  from  each 
other  as  well  as  from  the  shops  below,  and  let  to  families." 
Thus  it  was  in  ancient  Greek  cities.  When  we  speak  of  a 
mansion  as  a  thing  complete  in  itself,  we  must  remember  the 
numerous  parasites  which  ate  a  way  into  its  walls,  both  on  the 
ground-floor  and  the  upper-floor. 

Existing  remains,  as  well  as  authorities  for  the  arrangements 
of  ancient  Greek  houses,  are  not  numerous.  Vitruvius,  an 
architect  of  the  Augustan  epoch,  has  left  us  a  detailed  descrip- 

^  De  Antichtit,  i.  5.     Cf.  Nisiien,  Pompeian,  StudUn,  p.  612. 
'  Lane,  Modem  Egyptiam^  p.  20. 
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tion  of  the  Greek  house  as  he  knew  it;  but  his  description 
applies  rather  to  the  palaces  of  kings  and  wealthy  nobles,  erected 
during  the  third  and  second  centuries  at  Hellenistic  cities  such 
as  Antioch  and  Alexandria.  We  are  therefore  obliged,  in  place 
of  closely  following  his  guidance,  to  piece  together  the  scattered 
details  of  writers  like  Xenophon,  Demosthenes,  and  Aristo- 
phanes. This  has  been  done  by  a  series  of  distinguished 
German  writers,  from  Becker  to  Overbeck ;  and  as  they  agree 
in  their  general  views,  we  may  well  accept  these  while  reserving 
our  judgment  for  fuller  evidence  in  matters  of  detail. 

In  building  houses  of  any  pretensions  the  Greeks  were  care- 
ful in  the  choice  of  an  aspect  The  house  was  built  facing  the 
south, ^  in  such  a  way  that  the  sun  shone  full  into  the  pastas, 
which  was,  as  we  shall  see,  opposite  the  entry.  In  the  winter 
it  was  desirable  to  have  as  much  sun  as  possible,  and  in  summer, 
as  the  sun  was  nearly  overhead,  there  was  plenty  of  shade  in 
the  corridors.  The  ancients  were  very  studious  of  warmth, 
owing  partly  to  the  comparative  scantiness  of  their  clothing, 
and  pi^ly  to  the  fact  that  their  fires  were  of  a  very  slight 
character. 

As  the  fronts  of  large  houses  were  mostly  occupied  by  shops 
on  a  level  with  the  pavement,  as  in  the  London  Royal  Ex- 
change, the  Greek  streets  cannot  have  been  architecturally 
imposing.  Nor  were  the  materials  of  which  the  houses  were 
built  sumptuous  or  durable.  These  were  usually  a  framework 
oT  wood,  and  walls  of  unbaked  bricks.  Tovs  roixovs  myXivovs 
l;(o/icv,  says  Plutarch;  and  it  will  be  remembered  how  at  PlataesB,^ 
when  the  Thebans  tried  to  seize  the  town,  the  inhabitants  dug 
their  way  through  from  house  to  house,  until  they  had  gathered 
together  a  corps  of  armed  men.  Hence  too  the  use  of  the  verb 
Toixiapvx€lv,  which  is  used  for  burglarious  entry.  Nor  did  the 
fronts  of  Greek  houses  present,  like  ours,  windows  to  the  street ; 
the  greatest  break  in  the  dead  waU  would  be  a  narrow  slit  or 
a  close  casementw  They  were  to  be  looked  at  from  within 
and  not  from  without  But  no  doubt,  making  due  allowance 
for  these  inevitable  drawbacks,  the  Greeks  knew  how  to  make 
the  best  of  their  materials.  In  the  disposal  of  space  within 
the  house,  however,  their  greatest  care  was  spent. 

I  insert  a  speculative  plan  of  a  simple  Greek  mansion.  The 
stodent  must  remember  that  this  plan  is  really  no  more  than  a 
diagram  to  assist  our  description.  Greek  houses  were  subject 
in  their  plan  to  local  conditions,  and  varied  widely. 

^  XenophoD,  Mmnor.  iii.  S',€Econ,  ix.  4.  '  Thne.  ii.  3, 
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The  entrance  to  houses  was  usually  on  a  level  with  the  street 
or  nearly  so ;  door-steps,  dvafSaOfioi,  were  indeed  at  Athens  for- 
bidden by  special  law.  The  street  door  (i)  was  often  sur- 
mounted by  a  motto  or  charm,  such  as  firjS^v  turina  kokov,  and 
was  in  charge  of  a  porter,  BvfHap&i^  often  an  eunuch,  who  lived 
in  a  small  cell  just  behind  it  (4),  and  had  frequently  as  colleague 
a  dog,  either  a  real  dog  or  one  painted  on  floor  or  wall.  Before 
admitting  a  visitor,  the  [wrter  would  sometimes  retire  to  consult 
with  his  master.  On  reaching  the  door,  the  visitor  knocked,  a 
knocker,  poirrpa,  being  attached  for  the  use  of  visitors.  The 
phrase  for  knocking  is  koittciv  Ovpav,  In  early  times  the 
street  door,  auAcios  Ovpa,  sometimes  opened  outwards ;  ^  but  as 
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the  streets  grew  more  crowded,  the  inconvenience  of  this  was 
felt,  and  it  wa.s  prohibited  at  Athens  under  penalty  of  a  fine. 
So  generally  in  later  times  the  door  opened  inward,  whence  a 
door  on  oi>ening  was  said  ci^Souvat.  Through  the  door  we  enter 
the  TTuAwv  or  Ovp<av,  called  by  Vitruvius^  the  OvfmfKlov  (2),  a 
narrow  passage  which  led  between  the  jwrter's  cell  on  the  one 
side  (4),  and  the  stables  of  horses  on  the  other  (3),  into  the 
first  court  (A),  which  behmged  to  the  male  part  of  the  family 
and  was  called  the  'AvS/Mivirts.  In  the  midst  was  the  vnudpov^ 
or  space  open  to  the  sky ;  around  the  four  sides  ran  covered 
walks  supported  by  pillars,  and  behind  these  were  the  rooms  (8) 
where  slept  and  lived  the  male  slaves  and  sons  of  the  family 


^  Aritft.  (£ctm,  ii.  5. 


'  VitruviuB  vi.  7. 
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when  unmarried.  We  should  indeed  speak  of  cells  rather  than 
rooms ;  the  chamhers  were  really  recesses  not  a  fourth  the  size 
of  oar  rooms,  and  divided  from  the  court  not  hy  doors  hut  hy 
curtains  let  down,  irapaTreracr/uuxra.  Hence  they  were  also  called 
&»/iarta.  They  comprised  hedrooms,  KoirQves,  as  well  as  rooms 
for  retiring.  When  the  guests  were  received  into  the  house 
itself,  their  rooms,  ^voti^es,  were  in  this  first  court  But  more 
usually  in  great  houses  ^e  ^cvoive?  seem  to  have  been  quite 
outside  the  building.  Thus  Euripides  ^  speaks  of  the  €^wr(oi 
^vwves  of  the  palace  of  Admetus,  and  Yitruvius  confirms  this 
arrangement.  At  the  end  of  the  court  furthest  from  the  street 
were  larger  rooms,  oZicot,  such  as  that  in  which  the  men  dined, 
called  the  dvBfxav  (B),  which  contained  the  €(r\dpa  (6).  In  the 
kitchen  were  ovens,  iwoC  or  Kpi^avoi,  for  the  cooking  of  flesh. 
Amidst  these  rooms  ran  another  narrow  passage,  guarded  by 
a  strong  door  (7)^  which  was  usually  locked  at  ni^t,  leading 
into  the  second  court  (G),  which  was  that  of  the  women,  the 
TwoMcoviTts.  This  passage  was  called  the  fico-avXos  or  /xcravAos, 
and  it  was  the  height  of  effirontery  for  any  visitor  to  pass  it 
without  an  express  permission  from  the  master  of  the  house,  a 
favour  which  was  rarely  accorded  except  to  near  relations  and 
intimate  friends.  The  mistress  of  the  house  had  the  i^ange  of 
the  whole  of  it ;  her  dominion  was  bounded  only  by  the  street 
door;^  but  the  unmarried  daughters  of  the  house  seldom  passed 
the  /McravAos,  except  on  important  occasions. 

A  somewhat  vivid  glimpse  into  the  interior  of  the  men's 
apartments  is  given  us  in  Plato's  Protagoras,  where  Socrates 
narrates  his  visit  with  Hippocrates  to  the  house  at  Athens,  in 
which  the  eminent  rhetorician  was  staying.  "  When  we  luvl 
reached  the  porch,  we  stopped  to  finish  the  discussion  of  a 
subject  which  had  arisen  on  the  way  :  so,  in  order  not  to  leave 
our  telk  unfinished,  we  stood  arguing  in  the  porch  till  we  came 
to  an  agreement.  The  porter,  an  eunuch,  heard  us,  as  I  fancy  ; 
and  probably  being  vexed  with  those  who  frequented  the  house, 
because  of  the  number  of  the  Sophists,  when  we  knocked  at 
the  door,  and  he  opened  it  and  saw  us,  said,  '  Ah !  more 
Sophists;  he  is  not  at  leisure.'  And  so  with  both  hands  he 
shut  the  door  with  all  the  vigour  he  could  command.     Then 

'  Aleetiu,  rCy  , 

^  Xen.  Ck'con.  ix.  5.     This  door  was  cloaed  for  two  purposes,  tva  /i-fyrt 
iK<p4fniT<u  ifSoBef  5  ti  fxij  5ct,  fii^e  reicvoTOiiavTai  ol  oUirat  Avev  r^s^^ficripas 

'  Menander  apnd  Stob.  Serm.  Ixxiv.  11  :  ir4pas  yd,p  affkios  0^pa^  iXet/Sipq, 
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we  knocked  again ;  and  he,  with  door  shut,  answered  ns  : 
^Fellows,'  said  he,  'did  yon  not  hear  that  he  is  not  at 
leisure?*  *But,  friend,*  said  I,  *we  did  not  come  to  see 
Callias,  nor  are  we  Sophists;  cheer  up,  for  we  came  in  hope 
of  seeing  Protagoras.  Come,  announce  us.'  Grudgingly  then 
the  man  opened  the  door  to  us.  When  we  entered,  we  saw 
Protagoras  walking  up  and  down  in  the  prostoon,  and  in  a 
line  with  him  walked,  on  one  side  of  him,  Callias,  the  son  of 
Hipponicus,  and  his  brother  on  the  mother's  side,  Paralus,  son 
of  Pericles ;  and  Charmides,  son  of  Glaucon ;  and  on  the  other 
side,  the  other  son  of  Pericles,  Xanthippus;  and  Philippides, 
the  son  of  Philomelus ;  and  Antimoerus  of  Mende,  who  is  the 
most  notable  of  Protagoras*  pupOs,  and  learns  with  a  view  to 
practise,  intending  to  be  a  Sophist  These  were  followed  by 
a  throng  listening  to  the  talk,  who  were  mostly  strangers, 
whom  Protagoras  attracts  from  all  cities  through  which  he 
passes,  charming  them  with  his  voice,  like  Orpheus,  so  that 
they  follow  the  witchery  of  his  talk  :  in  the  chorus,  however, 
were  some  Athenians.  I  was  particularly  pleased  as  I  watched 
this  chorus  to  see  what  care  they  took  never  to  be  in  the  way 
in  front  of  Protagoras;  but  when  he  turned,  and  those  with 
him,  in  good  and  orderly  fashion,  they  separated  in  this  direc- 
tion and  that)  and,  wheeling  round,  kept  themselves  always  in 
the  rear  most  admirably.  '  Next  after  him  I  beheld,*  as  Homer 
puts  it,  Hippias  of  £lis  sitting  on  a  chair  in  the  opposite 
prostoon.  Around  him  sat  on  benches  Eryximachus,  the  son  of 
Acumenus ;  and  Phsedrus  of  Myrrhine ;  and  Andron,  the  son  of 
Androtion,  and  various  strangers,  some  his  own  countrymen  and 
some  not  They  seemed  to  be  questioning  Hippias  about 
physics  and  astronomical  subjects,  while  he,  sitting  on  his 
chair,  was  deciding  matters  for  each,  and  going  through  the 
questions  in  detail.  Then,  *  Tantalus,  I  saw ;  *  for  Prodicus 
of  Ceos  was  staying  there :  he  was  in  a  room  which  Hipponicus 
had  before  used  as  a  store-room ;  but  now  Callias,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  crowd  of  visitors,  had  emptied  it  and  made  it  a 
guest-chamber.  Prodicus  indeed  was  still  in  bed,  covered  up, 
it  seemed,  with  fleeces  and  coverlets  many  in  number ;  and  on 
^  CQUches  near  there  sat  by  him  Pausanias  of  Cgramis  [and 
j/^Ct/v^^n^  ^**Abhers].  b^jI;  what  they  were  talking  about  I  could  not  tell 
'  from  outside,   though  very  desirous  to  hear  Prodicus,  for  he 

seems  to  me  an  all- wise  man  and  a  divine ;  but  because  of  the 
grave  tone  of  his  voice,  a  certain  echo  rising  in  the  house  kept 
making  his  words  indistinct** 

There  is  in  this  passage  one  important  term  connected  with 
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the  house  which  we  }iave  not  explained.  This  is  the  vp6(mi}ov. 
When  Socrates  reached  the  house  of  Callias  he  found  on  enter- 
ing Protagoras  walking  up  and  down  in  the  wpoarwov,  accom- 
panied by  his  disciples,  and  Hippias  seated  in  the  opposite 
7rp6<m>ov  (Iv  Tw  KaravriKpiv  vpooTiMp)  among  his  followers.  It  is 
difficult  to  be  certain  of  the  meaning  of  the  terms  here  em- 
ployed, but  it  would  seem  that  the  two  prostoa  are  the  two 
ends  of  the  andronitis,  that  next  the  street  and  that  next  the 
women's  apartments,  in  which  case  the  rival  Sophists  mentioned 
by  Plato  would  be  separated  by  the  whole  length  of  the  first 
court.  The  third  Sophist,  Prodicus,  lay  in  one  of  the  chambers 
opening  out  of  the  peristyla  If  three  discussions  could  go  on 
at  once  in  the  andronitis,  and  three  parties  of  pupils  assemble, 
it  must  have  been  of  considerable  size. 

The  ground  plan  of  the  women's  court  was  probably  in 
general  similar  to  that  of  the  men.  There  was  the  same 
hypsethral  opening,  with  chambers  round,  chambers  mostly 
tenanted  by  female  slaves  or  used  as  the  offices  of  the  mistress. 
But  here  the  peristyle,  according  to  Yitruvius,  stretched  round 
three  sides  of  the  court  only.  On  the  fourth  side,  that  furthest, 
as  a  rule,  from  the  street  and  the  fua-avktys,  was  a  different 
arrangement.  There  were  here  two  pillars  only,  and  between 
them  a  recess  called  ircurr<£$  or  tr/sooras  (lo),  which  seems  to  have 
been  a  shallow  room  with  walls  on  three  sides,  but  open  to  the 
court.  This  vaurrds  is  mentioned  by  X  enophon,  ^  and  would  appear 
to  be  an  ancient  and  essential  part  of  the  house,  if  we  consider 
the  passage  of  Galen  already  discussed,  where  we  find  mention  of 
something  closely  resembling  it  in  rude  and  primitive  farmhouses. 
About  this  recess  were  grouped  the  most  important  rooms  of 
the  court  On  one  side  of  it,  according  to  Yitruvius,  was  the 
ddXafjLo^  (ii),  the  bedroom  of  the  master  and  mistress  of  the 
house,  where  were  stored  the  most  precious  pieces  of  furniture 
and  coverlets.^  On  the  other  side  was  the  dfu^i^aAafu)9  (12), 
where  slept  in  all  probability  the  unmarried  daughters  of 
the  house.  Behind  the  x/ooora?  were  a  series  of  rooms  (13, 
14)  where  the  women  and  female  slaves  worked  by  day,  spinning 
and  weaving  under  the  eyes  of  the  mistress.  Here  the  house 
ended,  either  in  a  blank  wall  or  in  a  garden  ^  entered  from  the 
women's  rooms  by  a  door,  Kipraia  Ovpa  (15). 

Such  was  the  ideal  rather  than  the  actual  arrangement  of  a 
Greek  mansion.     In  actual  fact,  doubtless  the  architect  built 

*  MemoT.  iii,  8,  9.  '  Xenoph.  (Keon.  ix.  3. 

'  Fur  repre««ntatious  of  ancient  gardens,  see  Schreiber's  BUiUrailas^ 
pi.  Iv. 
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acuording  to  the  B]>Bce  at  his  diaposal  and  the  wishes  of  hia 
clii;Qt  In  many  bousea  eome  of  the  features  mentioned  would 
be  abeeut,  in  others  the;  vould  be  differeatlj  arranged  from 
the  prescription  of  Vitruvius.  This  is  notably  the  case  with 
the  only  Greek  house  which  has  reached  us  in  such  «  state  that 
its  reetoration  may  be  considered  by  do  means  hopeless,  a 
iii.iDsion  of  the  second  century  ac,  ezcavat«d  at  Delos  by  M. 
llomolle,'  of  which  we  here  copy  the  ground-plan.     The  door- 


Fio.  jA.— Uouei  IT  Deioc. 


way  on  the  etrcet,  which  was  encrusted  with  marble,  led  into 
the  vestibule  A,  Iietween  the  chambers  H  and  C,  one  of  which 
doubtless  belonged  to  the  (wrler.  Through  this  we  pass  into 
tlie  peristyle  IJ,  the  hypiethral  o|)ening  of  which  b  paved  with 
mosaic  and  surrounded  by  columns  ten  feet  high.  From  this 
peristyle  there  oi>en  off  a  variety  of  rooms  of  which  H  would 
probably  be  the  dining-hall.  As  besides  the  columns  of  the 
peristyle,  pillars  of  smaller  size  were  found  in  the  ruins,  it  aeeins 

'  MiMetin  <U  QnTetp.  UcU  1S84,  (i.  473,  pi.  i»L 
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Gertain,  as  M.  Homolle  observes,  that  a  second  peristyle  sur- 
mounted the  firsts  and  about  it  were  probably  grouped  the 
women's  rooms.  These  would  be  approached  by  a  staircase 
instead  of  the  ftco-avAos.  This  arrangement  of  the  house  on 
two  floors  instead  of  one  was,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  not 
unusual. 

This  house  has  only  one  door,  that  opening  on  the  street. 
A  somewhat  notable  feature  in  it  is  presented  by  the  under- 
ground cisterns  or  cellars,  which  are  indeed,  as  M.  Homolle 
observes,  very  common  among  the  ruins  at  Delos.  The  storage 
of  water  would  be  at  Delos  specially  necessary ;  yet  we  must 
suppose  such  cisterns,  with  runlets  and  drains,  to  have  been 
usual  in  Gre^  houses :  they  are  even  found  at  Tiryns. 

An  important  subject  of  inquiry  is  the  number  and  position 
of  the  shrines  of  deities  in  the  Greek  mansion.  This  subject 
has  been  of  late  years  discussed  by  Petersen  and  Preuner,^  but 
there  is  stiU  considerable  doubt  in  regard  to  it.  Outside  the 
houses  were  many  HermsB,  situate,  as  Thucydides  says,^  in  front 
of  private  houses  as  well  as  in  shrines,  and  almost  every  large 
house  had  a  statue  or  painting  or  altar  of  Apollo  Aguieus  placed 
dose  by  the  outer  door.  Suidas  says  that  the  Btos  'Ayvicvs 
was  sometimes  identified  rather  with  Dionysus  than  with 
Apollo;  and  as  the  deity  was  often  represented  by  a  mere 
conical  pillar,  it  may  be  doubted  if  he  was  really  different  from 
the  Hermes  of  the  street.  Within  the  house  there  were  many 
shrines.'  The  priest  of  any  deity  would  naturally  have  a  small 
shrine  and  image  of  that  deity  in  his  private  house.  In  the 
bedchamber  little  sanctuaries  of  the  deoC  yafirfkioi  were  not 
unusual  Indeed,  private  fancy  might  convert  a  house  into 
a  nest  of  deities,  each  represented  by  a  statue,  and  honoured 
with  a  little  altar ;  and  many  small  shrines  have  been  found 
in  the  houses  at  Pompeii.  Plato,  in  the  Laws,*  advocates  the 
abolition  of  these  private  sacraria,  as  leading  often  to  impiety, 
and  complains  of  the  superstition  of  those  who  erect  in  their 
private  houses  altars  and  shrines,  thinking  by  private  devotion 
to  get  the  gods  on  their  side.  But  apart  from  these  question- 
able practices,  it  would  seem  that  Greek  houses  usually  had 
two  altars  which  s]:)ecially  belonged  to  the  family  as  such. 
These  belonged  to  Zeus  Herceius  and  to  Hestia  respectively. 
The  altar  of  Zeus  seems  to  have  been  in  the  midst  of  the 
andronitis.     The  altar  of  Hestia,  which  was  originally  the  mere 

'  PeteneD,  Hausffoiter  ;  Preuner,  Hegtia.  '  vi.  27. 

'  Some  are  figured  iu  Schreiber'n  AHaf^  pi.  xviii.  *  x.  p.  909. 
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fire  of  the  household,  altered  its  character  when  regular  kitchens 
came  into  use.  Hestia  did  not  migrate  to  the  kitchen  when 
the  custom  of  having  viands  prepared  there  came  in,  hut  still 
retained  her  post  in  the  principal  room  of  the  house,  and  had 
an  altar  in  the  place  of  the  hlazing  Rre  with  which  she  had 
previously  heen  associated.  To  this  subject  we  will  presently 
return.  On  the  altar  of  Hestia  sacrifices  were  offered  to  all 
gods,  and  such  altars  belonged  not  only  to  private  houses, 
but  to  each  city  and  tribe,  being  found  in  town-halls  and 
prytaneia. 

We  must  institute  a  brief  comparison  between  the  Homeric 
and  the  historical  Greek  house.  It  is  generally  assumed  that 
these  have  nothing  in  common,  and  must  be  studied  quite 
apart.  This  I  do  not  hold.  I  think  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
first  hypaethral  court  or  andronitis  is  the  successor  of  the 
Homeric  aule ;  that  the  andron  is  the  diminished  and  reduced 
successor  of  the  Homeric  megaron ;  and  that  the  position  and 
perhaps  the  arrangement  of  the  women's  quarters  was  not 
greatly  changed. 

Of  the  truth  of  this  statement  I  will  offer  three  proofs.  Of 
these  the  first  arises  from  the  probabilities  of  the  case.  A  rude 
farmyard  like  the  aule,  and  a  huge  rough  hall  like  the  megaron 
suited  free  life  in  the  country  and  the  rough  sociability  of 
Homeric  times.  As  the  Greeks  grew  in  culture  and  took  to 
living  in  cities,  the  aule  would  naturally  become  civilised,  and 
the  rooms  round  it  become  part  of  the  house,  while  on  the 
other  hand  the  feeding-room  of  the  men  would  lose  its  enor- 
mous proportions  and  become  a  dining-room  instead  of  a  feast- 
ing-hall.  Secondly,  we  find  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  term 
avXri  is  used  by  Cireek  writers  to  designate  the  andronitis. 
Thus  in  a  passage  of  Plutarch  '  we  read  of  a  crowd  forcing  the 
outer  door  of  a  house  and  rushing  across  the  avk-q  into  the 
daAa/ios,  that  is  to  say,  passing  across  the  first  court  into  the 
second  or  gynceconitis.  But  the  best  and  most  decisive  of  all 
proofs  that  the  avhpmvlris  of  later  Greek  houses  corresponds 
to  the  Homeric  avAi},  and  the  dvSpcuv  to  the  Homeric  fieyapov 
is  found  in  the  positions  of  the  altars  of  deities,  which  are 
evidently  the  especial  features  of  an  ancient  house  least  likely 
to  be  changed.  In  the  Homeric  house  we  found  the  altar  of 
Zeus  Herceius  in  the  midst  of  the  aule :  in  the  later  Greek 
house  the  same  altar  was  cerUiinly  in  the  midst  of  the  court  of 

^  De  Gcnio  Socr,  32.  Cf.  Plato,  Protag.  p.  311,  where  the  word  aA\^ 
\»  HUiiilarly  utsed. 


PRIVATE    HOUSES:    HISTORICAL    TIMES  43 

the  andronitia^  In  the  Homeric  house  the  altar  of  llestia  was 
in  the  megaron,  and  in  the  historical  house  prohahly  in  the 
andron,  or  dining-room.  ^ 

The  floors  were  usually  made  of  concrete.  AiSoirrpbird,  or 
mosaics  of  stone,  did  not  come  in  until  the  times  of  the  Per- 
gamene  kings;  hut  the  concrete  was  painted  in  patterns  so 
as  to  please  the  eye.  Vitruvius^  gives  a  complete  recipe  for 
its  manufacture  in  true  Greek  style.  Whether  there  were 
usually  doors  hetween  the  various  rooms  and  the  courts  has  heen 
disputed.  It  is  evident  that  storehouses  and  places  of  that 
kind  must  often  have  had  doors  which  would  fasten.  But 
the  division  in  the  case  of  ordinary  rooms  was  made  rather  hy 
means  of  parapetasmata.  When  doors  existed,  as  they  certainly 
did  in  the  metaulus  and  prohahly  in  the  thalamus,  they  were 
usually  fastened  hy  a  wooden  holt,  fitting  into  a  niche  in  the 
doorpost,  a  perfect  fastening  for  those  within.  But  doors  like 
those  of  closets  had  to  he  fitted  with  locks  and  keys  to  he 
opened  from  outside;  and  in  fact  a  certain  number  of  bronze  keys 
have  come  down  to  us,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
used  is  shown  hy  paintings  on  vases.  When  locks  were  not 
used,  a  substitute  was  found  in  the  cr<f>payk  or  seal,  which  was 
commonly  set  on  all  doors  which  hid  valuable  property.  Of 
course  if  at  any  time  one  of  these  seals  were  found  broken 
some  slave  would  be  sure  to  suffer  for  it. 

The  light  entered  the  Greek  house  mainly  through  the 
central  openings  in  the  roofs  of  the  courts.  There  were  indeed 
windows,  OvpiSe^  in  the  outer  walls,  especially  of  the  upper 
stoieysy  and  even  windows  looking  on  the  street,  at  which  the 
women  would  sometimes  surreptitiously  show  themselves.  As, 
however,  the  Greeks  did  not^  until  Roman  times,  use  glass,  these 
were  necessarily  small  and  often  closed.  They  were  probably, 
like  windows  at  Cairo,^  filled  with  wooden  lattices  so  closely 
worked  as  to  shut  out  the  sunlight  and  secure  privacy.  The 
interior  decoration  of  houses  seems  first  to  have  been  carried 
out  with  any  completeness  at  Athens  by  Alcibiades,  who  em- 
ployed the  painter  Agatharchus  on  that  task  ;  but  the  poorness 
of  the  light  within  made  the  attempt  always  unsatisfactory, 
nor  do  the  greater  painters  seem  to  have  undertaken  it.  A 
commoner  decoration  than  painting  seems  to  have  been  stucco 
ornaments,  irotKiA/iaTa.^  No  paintings  were  found  on  the  walls 
of  M.  HomoUe'd  Delian  house  :   slabs  of  marble  seem  to  have 

*  Plato,  Jiepub.  p.  328.  ^  Of.  Agam.  1055.  'Eirrio  fua6fJuf>a\os, 
'  vii.  4.  *  Lane,  Modem  Egyptians^  p.  6. 

•  Plato,  Rfpub.  vii.  p.  529. 
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been  used  inatead.     But  at  a  later  time,  aa  at  Pompeii,  paint- 
logs  of  very  moderate  merit  were  uuiveisal. 

The  arrangemeDta  for  the  warming  of  Greek  houses  were  of 
a  somewhat  primitive  character.  It  is  supposed  that  large 
halls  were  warmed  by  a  fire  lighted  in  the  midst,  of  which  the 
smoke  escaped,  not  by  any  special  outlet,  but  by  a  hole  in  the 
roof.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  passage  in  the  Wasps ' 
in  which  PhUocleoa  tries  to  escape  from  the  house  wiHi  the 
smoke  implies  a  regular  chimney,  but  this  can  scarcely  be 
allowed.  The  heating  of  rooms  was  accomplished,  as  it  often 
is  to  this  day  in  Southern  Europe,  by  filling  a  portable  braxier, 
avOpoKiA,  with  wood  or  charcoal  and  setting  fire  to  it     The 


Fio.  «.— Window.-    (Latk  Ghi 


fumes  of  course  fill  the  room,  hut  this  is  tolerated  for  the  sake 
of  the  warmth.  In  this  way  light  as  well  as  heat  would  be 
secured ;  but  when  light  without  heat  was  required,  little  lamps 
of  metal  or  of  earthenware  were  lit,  and  placed  on  shelves  or 
on  tall  lampstands,  Bviuar^pia.  These  lamps  in  Inter  times  took 
the  place  of  the  rude  torches  of  Homer.  Sometimes,  however, 
the  shape  of  the  torch  was  retained,  btit  it  was  miule  in  metal 
and  filled  with  resin  and  other  combustibles,  and  a  sort  of 
saucer  was  added  to  keep  the  burning  substances  from  fnlling 
on  the  hands. 

A  great  house  with  two  courts  would  suit  the  means  of  the 
wealUiy  only.      Persons  of  moderate  menus  contented  them- 

'    Waiju,  ].  144-  '  Mllliugen,  Vatti  Ortet,  [>l.  30. 
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selves  with  a  small  area  and  two  sets  of  rooms,  one  set  over 
the  other,  of  which  the  upper  was  appropriated  to  the  women, 
the  lower  to  the  men.  This  we  learn  from  an  oration  of 
Ljsias,^  who  describes  the  house  of  one  Euphiletus  as  of  this 
character.  But  the  wife  of  Euphiletus  bearing  a  child,  the 
husband  resigned  in  her  favour  the  lower  storey,'  fearing  that 
she  might  receive  an  injury,  having  daily  to  ascend  and  descend 
a  ladder  when  she  wanted  to  wash.  He  took  in  i*etum  the 
upper  storey.  "WTiether  these  wrcpc^Ja  or  upper  chambers  were 
usually  to  be  found  in  the  great  houses  is  not  certain.  If  they 
existed,  they  were  used  only  by  slaves.  People  of  a  still  poorer 
class  lived  in  a  single  room,  or  rather  cell  The  crowding  in 
our  modem  towns  was  far  exceeded  by  that  of  the  cities  of 
antiquity,  as  is  abundantly  proved  by  existing  ruins,  notably  at 
Borne  and  Pompeii 

Besides  the  private  dwellings  of  citizens  were  to  be  found  in 
all  great  cities,  more  especially  those  of  late  growth,  like  Antioch 
and  Alexandria,  tall  lodging-houses,  a^jvouciai,  piled  storey  above 
storey,  in  the  fashion  of  the  Koman  insulsB,  each  storey  being 
probably  the  abode  of  a  separate  family.  The  different  storeys 
were  probably  reached  by  means  of  ladders.  At  Athens  the 
metobci  must  have  lived  in  such  abodes,  for  the  law  would  not 
recognise  their  possession  of  a  separate  house.  As  the  Gre<'ks 
used,  not  sloping,  but  flat  roofs,  areyrjy  in  all  their  houses,  it 
would  be  easy  to  add  storey  after  storey  to  the  edifice  as 
necessity  arose.  These  flat  roofs  were  also  places  for  exercise 
and  for  surveying  the  streets,  and  sometimes,  in  case  the  city 
were  attacked,  they  furnished  a  splendid  vantage-ground  for 
street  fighting. 

The  furniture  of  houses,  like  their  arrangements  generally, 
became  more  and  more  luxurious  and  splendid  after  the  political 
decay  of  Greece  had  begun.  Ischomachus'  house,  in  Xenophon's 
Eeonomiesy  fairly  represents  the  well-ordered  but  not  luxurious 
abode  of  an  Athenian  in  the  fifth  century. 

"  My  house,  Socrate.s,"  he  says,  "  is  not  adorned  with  stucco 
ornaments,  but  the  rooms  are  all  built  with  a  view  to  being 
a.s  well  fitted  as  possible  to  the  contents  for  which  they  are 
intended,  so  that  they  seemed  to  demand  what  was  fitting  to 
each.  The  thalamos  in  a  safe  comer  seemed  to  call  for  coverlets 
and  vessels  of  the  most  valuable  sort ;  the  dry  parts  of  the  house, 

^  De  Ccedt  EnUotth.  ii.  3. 

'  Young  children  also  were  kept  in  the  lower  part,  for  fear  of  injury ; 
hence  the  point  in  Aekam,  411  :  dyapdfhfif  «-(Kets,  J^6r  irara/9(£di|y,  o6k  tri^s 
XwXote  vouiis* 
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corn ;  the  cold,  wine;  and  the  light  parts  to  require  such  furniture 
and  vessels  as  most  need  light.  Ami  1  sliowed  my  wife  the 
living-rooms  well  adorned,  arranged  so  as  to  be  cold  in  summer 
and  warm  in  winter.  And  I  took  her  over  all  the  house, 
showing  her  how  it  lies  open  to  the  south,  so  as  evidently  to 
})e  sunny  in  winter  and  shady  in  summer.  .  .  .  And  when  we 
had  been  over  all  these  things,  then  we  began  to  array  the 
furniture  in  sets.  We  began  first  by  putting  together  the 
tilings  we  use  for  sacrifice.  After  that  we  set  out  the  female 
attire  used  for  festivals,  the  male  attire  used  for  festivals  and 
for  war,  then  the  coverlets  {crrfrnfmra)  in  the  gynssconitis,  those 
in  the  andronitis,  women's  sandals,  and  men's  sandals.  There 
was  one  class  consisting  of  weapons,  one  of  spinning  materials, 
one  of  materials  for  making  bread,  one  of  cooking- vessels, 
another  of  washing  materiab,  another  of  things  to  do  with 
baking,  another  of  things  to  do  with  setting  meals.  These 
all  we  divided  into  sets,  some  for  constant  use,  and  some  only 
for  feasts."  ^ 

The  seats  used  in  Greek  houses  seem  to  have  gone  under  the 
names,  Sic^pos,  kAut/xos,  and  6p6vos.  The  first  of  these  was  the 
simple  stool  without  back.  Very  frequently  it  folded  like  our 
camp-stools,  but  sometimes  again  the  legs  were  stiff,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  8i<f>poi  carried  by  the  women  of  the  metoeci  in  the 
Panathenaic  procession.  The  distinction  between  KkurfMs  and 
\/  6p6vos  is  not  rigidly  kept.  Both  were  seats  Mrith  backs,  and 
usually  accompanied  by  a  footstool,  but  the  Opovos  was  more 
solid  and  square-made.  The  chairs  which  we  find  on  vases  and 
reliefs  combine  elegance  with  great  comfort  -.  the  sloping  backs 
are  admirably  adapted  to  the  convenience  of  the  sitter.  On 
the  other  hand  the  stately  seats  of  the  gods  (in  their  temples) 
and  in  great  houses,  though  not  so  comfortable,  lent  themselves 
very  much  to  ornament.  Backs,  sides,  bars,  and  legs  offered 
a  series  of  fiat  surfaces,  each  of  which  was  frequently  inlaid 
with  gold  and  ivory  or  adorned  with  sculptural  reliefs.  In  the 
case  of  couches,  Kkivai,  also  we  find  lighter  and  heavier  classes, 
which  may  be  considered  as  elongations  of  the  Siif>f>os  and  the 
Opovos  respectively.  The  lighter  couches  were  carried  from 
room  to  room  and  nsed  both  at  meal- time  and  bed-time.^  They 
frequently  had  a  back,  resembling  exactly  in  shape  our  old- 
fashioned  sofas.  The  usual  arrangement  of  Greek  beds  was 
as  follows :  across  the  frame  strong  thongs,  roi^oi,  were  stretched 

^  In  Sofareiber's  BUdera4la»,  pi.  Ixxxvi.,  will  be  found  repreientationt  of 
pieces  of  fumitare. 
'  A  couch  is  figured  below,  Fig.  22. 
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in  order  to  form  a  support^  On  this  was  [)laced  a  mattress, 
KV€if>aXov  or  rvActoi/,  usually  stuffed  with  wool,  and  pillows, 
7pocrfcc^Aaia,  for  which  feathers  wore  sometimes  used.  Upon 
these  were  piled  various  coverlets,  o-urvpaty  ir€purrfmfMTaj  or 
trtpXjj/iaTa,  of  wool  and  skin,  and  the  recliner  might,  according 
to  the  weather,  lie  under  or  on  them.  The  Greek  over-garments 
acted  perfectly  as  blankets,  so  that  the  warmth  could  be  in- 
creased at  pleasure.  A  bed  of  the  commoner  sort,  such  as 
Socrates  used,  was  called  o-Kt/ixovs. 

Large  s<]uare  or  oblong  tables,  Tpairt(ai^  were  not  in  use 
among  the  Greeks.  At  meal  times  a  number  of  small  .three- 
legged  tables,  rpiiroSeSy  were  brought  in  by  the  slaves,  and 
placed  one  or  two  at  each  couch  to  hold  the  food  and  drink. 
At  the  end  of  a  meal  they  could  easily  be  carried  out  and  tlie 
floor  cleaned  from  the  debris  which  accumulated  there,  such  as 
bones  and  other  uneatsible  fragments. 

A  prominent  place  in  the  apartments  of  the  women  was 
occupied  by  the  chests  and  presses,  Xapvoiccs  or  Ki/Sorrot,  where 
clothes  and  articles  of  adornment  were  stored.  These  were 
large  and  solid,  and  frequently  inlaid  with  ivory  and  metal, 
and  adorned  with  reliefs  and  designs.  Sometimes  they  were 
covered,  like  the  chest  of  Cypselus,^  with  mythological  and  V 
legendary  scenes,  every  scene  being  accompanied  with  in- 
scriptions to  explain  its  meaning.  Such  chests  are  constantly 
represented  in  later  vases,  together  with  unguent-boxes,  mirrors, 
and  all  the  necessaries  for  female  adornment. 

Most  large  houses  would  have  a  sundial,  yvcufuov,  by  which 
the  course  of  time  might  be  traced.  Sometimes  in  place  of  it 
a  kAc^^/m,  or  water-clock,  was  used,  which  marked  the  course 
of  the  hours  by  the  rise  or  fall  of  water  in  a  graduated  vessel. 
Both  dials  and  clepsydras  were  also  disposed  in  public  spots  in 
the  cities,  such  as  the  agoras.' 

The  earthenware  in  a  Greek  house  was  of  extraordinary 
variety,  and  often  of  great  beauty.  There  was  tlie  vast  irt^os, 
in  which  oil,  water,  or  provisions  were  stored,  which  was 
let  into  the  earth  and  was  as  capacious  as  a  modem  cistern.  ^ 
There  were  the  tall  tapering  a/i^/9Cis,  which  were  filled  with 
wine  and  stored  in  cellars  underground,  rude  vessels  of  coarse 
clay.  Of  a  very  different  fabric  were  another  kind  of  vessels, 
which  were  beautifully  painted  with  figures,  and  of  very  ele- 
gant shapes.     In  the  vase-rooms  of  the  British  Museum  is  a 

^  A  bed  describMl  in  detail,  LysiHrata,  916. 

'  Fully  described  by  PausaniM,  v.  17.  *  See  Chapter  II. 
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large  collection  of  these  receptacles,  which  have  been  preserved 
in  large  numbers  to  our  days  in  consequence  of  the  Greek 
custom  of  placing  them  in  graves.  Some  of  the  more  notice- 
able forms  may  be  mentioned.  The  vSpCa  was  used  by  women 
for  fetching  water.  It  was  a  bulky  vessel,  distinguished  by 
having  a  third  handle  half-way  down,  to  render  its  carriage 
easier.  The  dfi<f>op€vs  was  a  tall,  handsome  vessel  ^  with  two 
large  handles,  used  for  holding  wine,  oil,  and  other  liquids. 
The  kinds  of  vases  used  most  in  drinking  were  the  Kpar^p, 
which  was  in  shape  like  a  large  loving-cup,  and  was  used 
in  mixing  wine  with  water ;  the  olvo\6rj^  a  sort  of  decanter 
out  of  which  wine  was  poured ;  the  \pvKTrjp,  or  cooling  vessel ; 
and  the  kvAc^,  which  was  the  ordinary  drinking  cup,  in  shape 
like  a  large  flat  wineglass  with  two  handles,  but  seldom  hold- 
ing less  than  half  a  pint,  usually  more.  For  the  kylix  a  drink- 
ing-horn, Kcpas  or  pvTov,  was  sometimes  substituted.  These  had 
a  hole  at  the  lower  end,  which  was  stopped  by  the  thumb. 
This  hole  was  put  to  the  mouth,  the  thumb  removed,  and  the 
vessel  drained  at  a  draught 

Another  vessel  in  constant  use  was  the  Ai/kv^os,  which  was 
filled  with  oil  and  carried  with  the  strigil  to  the  bath.  The 
dpvPaXXos  and  the  dkapiurTpov,  the  latter  of  alabaster,  wore 
used  for  unguents,  and  often  imported  with  their  contents  from 
the  East.  The  <f>iaX.ai  were  flat  saucers  which  would  hold 
solids,  and  the  KakaOoC  or  baskets  were  used  for  fruit  or  bread. 

Most  or  all  of  the  above  vessels  were  also  made  in  bronze  and 
silver,  or,  except  at  an  early  period,  in  glass,  vdXiva  iKWiafiara ;  ^ 
and  in  wealthy  houses  earthenware,  K€pdp^ia,  was  probably  used 
but  little.  There  was  also  no  doubt  in  Greek  houses  a  great 
variety  of  kitchen  utensils  in 'earthenware,  iron,  and  bronze, 
of  tripods,  and  Ac/Sijrcs,  and  saucepans,  and  cooking-pots,  but  as 
there  is  no  Greek  Pompeii  few  specimens  have  come  down  to 
us.  We  must  not,  however,  omit  to  mention  a  common  domestic 
object  which  time  has  naturally  destroye<l,  the  outkos  or  leather- 
bottle,  which  was  the  rival  of  the  amphora  of  earthenware  as 
a  receptacle  for  wine. 

^  This  claiw  of  ampborsD  must  be  ilistinguisht  d  from  that  above  men* 
tioned.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  these  painted  vases  were  really  used. 
Vfsssels  of  metal  would  be  more  serviceable. 

•  Aefuim,  73. 
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CHAPTER  V 

THE  DRKSS  i  F  MEN  AND  WOMKN  ^ 

In  speaking  of  the  dress  of  Greek  men  and  women  there  are 

two  distinctions  whieh  we  must  ever  hear  in  mind.     The  first 

is  between  the  Ionic  and  Doric  style  of  dress.     The  Ionic  was 

that  used  by  the  natives  of  Asia  Minor,  the  Phrygians  and 

Lycians,  and   the  Greeks  who  came  in   contact   with   them. 

According  to  Herodotus^ it  was  originally  Carian,  and  adopted 

from  the  Carians  by  the  Greeks.     The  second  was  the  national 

( I  reek  dress,  which  belonged  to  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  the 

country,  and  was  used  by  the  Greeks,  except  the  lonians,  in 

Homer^s  time,  and  again  in  the  best  ages  of  Greece.     It  is  thus 

the  Doric  dress  that  usually  appears  on  statuary,  except  the 

archaic. 

f^   The  second  distinction  is  between  fl^A^frfry'^j  the  under- 

/    garment  which  was  p^t  on,  and  the  Tr€plBXrj^  or  €iri)3Ai}/ia,  the 

I     doak  or  mantle  which  was,  as  we  'shall  see,  merely  thrown 

\     round  the  form  and  fastened  by  one  clasp  at  most.     The  verb 

\  €v&vGr6ai  is  used  regularly  for  putting  on  the  iiuier,  vtpiPaXX&rdai 

^  for  putting  on  the  outer  garment 

But  almost  all  Greek  dresses,  whether  under-  or  over-garments, 
consist  in  origin  and  essence  of  a  s(juare  or  oblong  piece  of 
material,  merely  made  up  witHouTor  with  sewing  into  a  shape 
suitable  for  wearing.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  the 
Ionian  chiton  and  certain  uuder-garments  used  apparently  for 
warmth  alone,  and  met  with  occasionally  in  sculpture  and  more 
frequently  on  vases.  It  may  perhaps  be  at  first  doubted 
whether  the  authority  of  monuments  of  painting  and  sculpture  I 
is  the  most  satisfactory  that  can  be  procured  in  regard  to  Greek 
dress.  Of  course  in  our  day  sculpture  does  not  reproduce  the 
dress  of  actual  daily  life,  but  a  conventional  synthesi&  We 
have,  however,  no  ground  for  supposing  that  such  was  the  case 
among  the  Greeks.  Dress  with  them  was  of  a  character  well 
a^lapted  to  sculptural  effect.  In  the  later  Greek  reliefs,  no 
doubt,  dress  is  introduced  as  drapery,  that  is  rather  with  a 
view  to  artistic  effect  than  to  reproducing  a  convenient  or  even 
a  possible  way  of  clothing.     And  in  archaic  art  we  often  find 

'  An  excellent  work  on  Ort  k  Dreat  is  that  of  Lady  Evans  (Macinillan 
and  C<x,  1S93).  2  v.  88. 

D 
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folds  and  arrangements  of  dress  of  a  purely  conventional 
character.  Nevertheless  monuments  are  on  the  whole  the  most 
trustworthy,  as  they  are  hy  far  the  most  complete  sources  of 
testimony  as  to  Greek  clothing,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  on  the  whole  the  information  thence  derived  is  entirely 
confirmed  hy  the  statements  of  ancient  writers,  as  we  shall  see 
in  the  coarse  of  this  chapter. 

That  the  dress  worn  alike  by  men  and  women  in  Greece  was 
not  of  a  character  to  satisfy  modem  notions  of  comfort  or  even 
of  decency  is  unquestionable ;  but  we  must  make  allowances 
for  the  climate  of  the  Greeks,  the  character  of  their  civilisation, 
and  more  especially  their  feeling  that  nudity  brought  no  dis- 
grace on  a  man,  while  women  seldom  mingled  with  men  in 
public.  In  our  day  in  Japan,  ^  a  country  which  bears  much 
resemblance  to  Greece  in  social  conditions,  the  same  notions 
as  to  dress  still  prevail. 

There  is  some  difficulty  as  to  the  primitive  dress  of  the 
Athenians.  Homer  distinctly  includes  them  among  the  'laoi^cs 
cXiccx&rcDves,^  who  wear  long  trailing  garments,  and  we  have 
abimdant  evidence,  including  a  statement  of  Thucydides,'  that„ 
in  the  time  preceding  the  Persian  wars,  Athenian  men  wore 
long  linen  chitons  reaching  to  the  ground,  and  fastened  their 
hair  in  the  Ionian  manner  with  golden  grasshoppers.  Herodotus, 
however,  asserts  that  the  women  of  the  Athenians  wore  in 
early  times  the  Dorian  dress  and  changed  it  for  the  Ionian 
on  a  specified  historical  occasion.  An  Attic  expedition  against 
^gina,  probably  of  the  sixth  century^  B.C.,  had  so  disastrously 
failed  that  one  survivor  only  returned,  and  he  was  stabbed 
to  death  by  the  women  with  the  brooches  {K^pSvat)  of  their 
garments.  This  so  much  offended  the  Athenian  people  that 
they  compelled  the  women  to  change  their  chiton  to  the  Ionian, 
which  did  not  require  brooches  for  its  support  Scarcely  can 
we  believe,  even  on  the  testimony  of  Herodotus,  that  the 
Ionian  dress  for  men  and  the  Dorian  for  women  wore  in  use 
at  once  at  Athens  before  the  iEginetan  war ;  and  yet  this 
is  what  we  must  suppose  if  we  accept  his  story. 
/  At  any  rate  it  is  certain  that,  before  the  Persian  wars,  the 
Ionian  dress  was  common,  while  from  the  time  of  the  Persian 
wars  onwards  men  in  Greece  proper  wore  the  Dorian  dress, 
and  that  the  women  also  mostly  wore  the  Dorian  dress 
\  throughout  Greece  proper  at  the  same  period      For  in  the 

*  See  Misa  Bird'rt  Japan,  vol.  i.  pp.  14S,  1 50,  154.  *  II.  xiii.  685. 

*  I.  6 ;  cf.  Aristoph.  Knights,  I.  1331  ;  Euatath.  ad  TL  xiii.  685. 

*  Herod  v.  87  :  B.O.  580-550,  aooording  to  Muller,  J'JginHica. 
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case  of  both  sexes,  whereas  sculpture  of  the  early  period 
often  represents  the  Ionian,  that  of  developed  Greek  art  repre- 
sents predominantly  the  Dorian  dress.  In  the  sculptures  from 
the  Parthenon,  the  Erechtheum,  the  temple  at  Bassse,  and 
other  boildiDgs  of  the  age  of  Pericles  and.  subsequent  times, 
the  Doric  dress  is  usuaUy  borne  both  by  men  and  women. 

There  are  indeed  great  difficulties  as  to  the  distinction  of 
Ionian  and  Dorian  dress  on  the  monuments.  There  are 
many  instances  in  which  the  dress  is  clearly  Ionian,  others 
in  which  it  is  clearly  Dorian;  but  there  is  a  large  class 
betiveen  the  two;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  some  of 
the  characteristics  of  archaic  dress,  instead  of  being  of  Ionian 
type,  may  not  really  be  due  to  the  peculiarities  of  early  art. 
We  would  take  as  the  type  and  example  of  Ionic  dress 
the  figures  on  the  so-called  Harpy  tomb  from  Lycia,  and  of 
the  Dorian  dress  the  figures  of  Sterope  and  Hippodameia  in 
the  pediment  at  Olympia. 

I  must  describe  in  some  detail  the  method  of  wearing  the 
principal  Greek  dresses :  the  Ionian  chiton,  the  Dorian  chiton, 
the  himation,  and  the  chlamys.  Our  guides  for  the  present 
will  be  extant  monuments;  afterwards  we  vriU  consider  the 
testimony  of  writers  as  to  the  different  classes  which  wore 
these  garments. 

The  Ionian  chiton  worn  by  women  seems  in  shape  to  have 
resembled  a  long  night-gown,  with  two  full  sleeves  reaching 
somewhat  below  the  elbow.  That  worn  by  men  also  reached 
the  feet.  It  was  made  of  linen.  The  statues  of  the  bearded 
Dionysus,  one  of  which  is  at  the  British  Museum,  show  this 
chiton  as  worn  by  men;  its  wearing  by  women  is  far  more 
usual.  Besides  the  Lyciau  tomb  at  the  British  Museum,  the 
-  female  archaic  statues  at  Athens,  Delos,  and  £phesus  and  else- 
where bear  this  dress,  and  it  appears  in  early  Attic  vase 
painting& 

The  Ionian  chiton  was  worn  by  both  men  and  women  in 
exactly  the  same  way ;  and  over  it  was  worn  a  heavy  square 
garment,  doubled,  and  often  fastened  by  a  brooch,  usually  on 
one  shoulder.  Some  writers  regard  tliis  over-garment  as  the 
equivalent  of  the  Doric  chiton,  and  the  Ionian  chiton  as  an 
under  shift ;  while  some  regard  it  as  the  himation,  of  which 
we  shall  presently  speak.  The  dress  of  men  and  women  on 
monuments  like  the  Harpy  tomb  is  so  undistinguishable  that 
several  of  the  figures  now  recognised  as  male  were  for  a  long 
'«»»^time  supposed  to  be  female. 

The  principle  of  the  Doric  women's  chiton  will  be  readily 
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underetood  from  the  accompanying  illuatntionfL  A  piece  of 
square  or  oblong  cloth  or  linen  was  taken  (Fig.  8, 1  i  m  o  n),  and 
doubled  over  at  the  line  a  b,  when  it  would  preaent  the  form 
ab  on,  where  the  portion  a  m  is  double.  This  was  agttin 
doubled  at  the  line  c  d  and  folded  backwards  so  as  to  leave  the 
flap  I  m  c  visible  (Fig.  8,  II).  The  person  putting  it  on  would 
now  stand  inside  it  at  efh  (?(Fig.  8,111.),  and  fix  with  buckles 


Pio,  7.— loNio  Duns:  H.enad.    (Frok  k  Vase.) 


or  clasps  the  front  and  back  portions  together  over  each 
shoulder  at  e  and  /.  She  would  then  let  the  comers  a  b 
nnd  c  fall,  and  the  whole  chiton  would  be  disposed  about  her. 
I  I'he  flap  over  ai  the  upper  part  of  the  body  was  called  the 
diiiloia,  ShtAoi&ov  or  un-oimry^.  The  left  side  of  the  body 
e  d  was  thus  properly  shielded,  but  the  right  aide  a  b,  n  o, 
was  comparatively  unprotected,  the  chiton  being  only  fastened 
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at  the  shoulders  and  being  open   from  the  shoulder  to  the  j 
ground.     For  this  reason  the  chiton  was  often  termed  (r;(i<rr<$s.  / 
To  remedy  this  defect  a  girdle  was  used,  being  fastened  round 
the  loins  of  the  wearer ;  under  the  girdle  the  dress  could  easily 


be  drawn  so  as  to  overlap  and  to  hide  the  want  of  continuity. 
Moreover,  as  the  chiton  was  generally  long,  it  would  trail  on  the 
ground  unless  raised  by  means  of  the  girdle,  (fowi  or  (laviov, 
when  the  superfluous  length  would  fall  over  the  girdle  in  the 
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form  of  a  fold  or  koAitos.  Sometimes  the  open  side  of  the  chiton 
was  sewed  up,  as  is  the  case  with  the  GanephorsB  of  the  Erech- 
theum,  and  our  Fig.  9,  and  sometimes  in  addition  to  the  one 
fastening  at  the  shoulder  others  were  added  on  the  upper  aim. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  women  of  the  Spartans,  Cretans, 
and  other  true  Dorian  races  did  not  wear  a  -^yrmv  wo&rjpirjs  such 
as  we  have  described,  but  a  shorter  garment  reaching  to  the 
knee  and  offering  less  impediment  to  the  motion  of  the  legs. 
It  was  put  on  as  above  mentioned,  and  the  diplo'is  and  girdle 
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were  universal ;  but  sometimes  it  was  fastened  on  one  shoulder 

only,  so  as  to  leave  the  right  arm  perfectly  free.     For  this  short 

chiton  see  the  statue  at  Uie  Vatican,  which  repieseuts  the  girl 

who  won  the  race  at  Olympjo,  or  most  of  the  etatuea  of  the 

Dorian   huntress  Artemis.     It   is 

clear  that  the  girdle  afforded  the 

means   of   making  any    chiton  as 

;  short    as    the    wearer   pleased    by 

i   making  the  kolpos  fuller.     In  the 

'-.  case  of  most  statues   we   sec    the 

kolpos  falling  just  below  the  diploiis. 

Sometimes   the  diplois  was  made 

long  and   the  girdle  passed   over 

that  as  well  as  the  rest     It  was 

possible,  as  we  see  from  a  statue  at 

the  British  Museum,  to  draw  over 

,  the  head   the  part  of  the  dipIoIs 

.  which  fell  down  the  back  so  as  to 

form  a  sort  of  hood  or  veil,  KAXinrrpa 

or  KaXuftfio.     The  veil  was  among 

Greek  women  not  usually  a  separate 

article  of  dress,  but  only  a  fold  of 

the  upper  or  under  garment.* 

When  women  wore  a  large  and 
thick  chiton  with  diplois  they  often 
wore  nolAung  over  it.  Indeed  the 
I)oriaD  chiton  may  he  considered 
quite  as  much  an  outer'  as  an 
under  garment  Pollux  '  says  that 
when  a  garment  was  so  ample  as 
to  serve  alike  as  an  under  and  an 
over-garroent,  ivSv/ia  rt  opiv  ko* 
mpi^Ktllia,  it  was  called  a  furri's. 
Tljis  fwjTis  seems  to  constitute  the 
dress  of  women  in  such  monuments 
as  the  pedimeots  of  Olympia,  and 
the  dress  of  young  girls  on  the 
Athenian  stelte. 
I  The  chiton  of  Dorian  men,  which  indeed  was  in  historical 
'  times  worn  by  all  Greeks,  did  not  differ  in  shape  and  anange- 

■  Fur  U)  imUnce  of  hiding  the  face  with  tbe  ohitoD,  we  PluUn:)].  Dt 
Virt.  MuL  36. 
-  Thus  Heroiiutiu,  in  the  pusRge  alreftdy  cited,  cklla  it  Ifiinar. 
'  'fi-  49- 
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ment  from  that  of  women,  but  was  very  much  shorter,  being 
arranged  without  a  diplois  or  kolpos,  and  yet  reachini;  only 
half-way  down  the  thigh. 

The  himation  was  worn  in  much  the  same  way  by  botli 
sexes,  by  women  as  the  upper,  by  men  frequently  as  the  sole 
garment  It  consisted  of  a  large  nearly  square  piece  of  cloth, 
doubled  over  (abed,  see  Fig.  lo,  I.)  at  the  line  /  m,  so  as  to  be 
oblong  {I  m  c  d^  Fig.  lo,  II.).  This  was  then  taken  up  and  the 
point  X  placed  on  the  left  shoulder,  the  line  x  m  reaching  down 
the  chest  It  was  then  brought  round  the  back  until  the  i)oint 
y  passed  under  the  right  arm,  which  was  left  quite  free.  It 
was  then  brought  round  the  chest  until  the  point  z  reached 
the  left  shoulder,  when  the  remainder  z  I  was  gathered  together 


I 
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and  thrown  over  the  back  (Fig.  lo,  III.).  It  was  not  fastened 
at  all,  but  held  together  by  its  own  weight  and  by  the  arms. 
Thus  it  required  skilful  adjustment ;  but  a  little  practice  with 
a  blanket  will  soon  convince  the  student  that  it  could  easily  be 
kept  on  except  during  exercise  or  in  a  high  wind.  The  above 
is  the  most  usual  mode  of  adjustment,  but  several  others  were 
common  for  the  sake  of  comfort  or  variety.  Thus  sometimes 
the  order  of  arrangement  just  described  was  reversed,  and  the 
garment  brought  first  roimd  the  chest,  under  the  right  arm  and 
then  round  the  back,  in  which  case  the  end  gathered  together 
would  hang  down  in  front  of  instead  of  behind  the  left  shoulder. 
Sometimes  when  this  reverse  order  was  observed  the  end  of  the 
himation  was  at  starting  placed  under  the  left  arm  instead  of 
being  thrown  backward  over  the  shoulder.     Sometimes  it  was 
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fastened  on  one  shoulder  with  a  fibula.  Other  variations  may 
be  observed  by  any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
monuments.  It  would  seem  from  reliefs  that  when  a  Greek 
sat  down  or  reclined,  he  usually  allowed  his  himatiou  to  fall  to 
his  waist^  about  which  he  gathered  it. 

Women  commonly  draw  the  himation  over  instead  of  under 

the  right  shoulder  and  turned 
up  the  outer  fold  over  the 
head  and  shoulders  to  form 
an  ample  veil.  A  good  in 
stance  is  the  colossal  statue 
called  Artemisia  in  the  Brit- 
ish Museum.  The  himation 
of  women  was  caUed  dfur^xoimj 
or  <f>apos.^ 

Such  were  the  ordinary  or 
standard  shapes  of  the  Greek 
garments,  but  of  course  they 
varied  a  good  deal  at  various 
times.  Thus  the  x^<¥^^> 
which  was  originally  a  riding^^ 
and  war  cloak  of  the  Thes- 
saltans  and  other  northern 
races,  was  early  introduced 
into  Greece  and  almost  en- 
tirely superseded  the  hima- 
tion as  a  cloak  for  young 
men  and  for  men  on  active 
business.  The  mode  of  wear- 
ing the  chlamys  was  very 
simple.  It  was  of  oblong 
shape  and  doubled  until 
nearly  square,  as  in  the  en- 
graving; m  n  thus  becomes 
the  closed  side  and  ab^ed  the 
open  one.  The  wearer  stand- 
ing with  his  back  to  the 
reader  puts  his  head  through  at  m  c  and  fastens  the  chlamys 
at  e  with  a  buckle  on  his  right  shoulder.  The  ends  would  hang 
down  or  flap  in  the  wind,  whence  they  were  called  m-cpvycs. 

>  The  Btandnrd  work  on  Greek  drew  is  Studniczka,  Aligriechiacht  Trackt, 
I8»6.  I  may  say,  however,  that  though  the  above  views  corre8p..nd  nearly 
with  those  of  Studniczka,  they  had  been  written  and  expressed  in  lectu«i 
before  his  work  appeared. 
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In  this  way  the  left  ann,  which  was  in  riding  naturally  used 
only  to  hold  the  reins,  would  he  entirely  covered,  hut  the  right 
quite  free  to  hold  whip  or  lance  ;  the  points  c  d  would  hang  down 
and  nearly  touch  the  ground. 

The  mention  made  of  dress  in  various  passages  in  Homer 
shows  that  at  that  period  all  Greeks  wore  two  garments,  one 
under  and  one  upper.  The  unde;  rairment  is  called  in  Homer 
hy  its  later  Greek  name,  the  "^^WS^  in  the  case  of  men,  hut 
in  the  case  of  women  it  was  called  irlirAos.*  No  douht  it  was 
a  garment  worn  in  Dorian  fashion,  short  in  Uie  case  of  all  men 
except  the  'laokcs  cAx€x*t(i»v€s,  hut  longer  in  the  case  of  women. 
Over  this  the  Greek  men  wore  a  douhle  or  folded  garment, 
called  hy  Homer  xXaIvo^^  or  sometimes  Xcuvi},  which  are  only 
older  names  for  the  Greek  ^arcov.     Women  wore,  in  addition 
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to  the  xea-Aos,  a  veil,  KaXxnrrpa  or  Kprffiiiivov.^  The  xkaxva 
served  not  only  as  a  protection  against  weather,  hut  being  a 
laxge  square  or  oblong  piece  of  woollen,  was  used  as  a  bed- 
covering. 

Coming  down  to  historical  times,  we  do  not  find  in  the  case 
of  dress  so  great  changes  as  we  found  in  the  case  of  houses. 
First  we  wUl  speak  of  men.  In  historical  times  the  long 
chiton  had  gone  out  of  use,  except  in  the  case  of  priests  and 
other  persons  of  dignity,  as  well  as  those  who,  like  the 
charioteer,  required  protection  from  the  wind.     Men  wore  as 

^  Od,  xiv.  488,  ftc.  This  word  ib  rendered  "doublet"  by  Butcher  and 
Lang.     It  clearly,  buwever,  correspoDds  to  our  ** shirt." 

*  Thus  Atheoa,  when  arming  {II.  V.  734),  takes  off  her  peploa,  and  puts 
on  in  its  place  the  chiton  of  her  father  Zeus. 

'  Od.  six.  226.  <  Od.  zTiiL  292. 


/ 


58  THE    SUBROUNDINGS    OF   GREEK    LIFE 

the  normal  dress  a  short  Dorian  chiton  and  a  himation.  This 
might  be  proved  by  a  score  of  passages ;  but  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  cite  one.  It  is  said  that  Kippias  at  Olympia  ^  wore  nothing 
that  he  had  not  made  himself ;  the  list  of  his  clothes  includes 
for  the  body  only  i/jkitiov,  x*T<i)i'Mricos,  and  fwvry,  or  girdle.  To 
I  this  rule,  however,  there  were  exceptions.  At  Athens  boys  in 
early  times  wore  only  the  chiton,  went  yv/xvoi  in  the  snow,^  as 
Dikaios  Logos  says  in  Aristophanes ;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
time  of  the  Peloponnesian  war  that  they  took  to  wrapping 
themselves  up  in  himatia.  When  the  boys  reached  the 
ephebic  age,  they  wore,  besides  the  chiton,  a  chlamys,  the 
manner  of  wearing  which  garment  may  be  studied  in  the 
Parthenon  frieza 

At  Sparta,  as  might  have  been  supposed,  dress  was  ruder  and 
scantier.  The  boys,  as  Plutarch  ^  tells  us,  began  at  twelve  years 
old  to  go  about  without  a  chiton,  getting  one  himation  a  year. 
And  this  custom  they  commonly  kept  up  even  as  men,  going 
about  with  the  himation  only ;  and  the  Spartan  himation  was 
a  small  and  rough  garment.  It  was  called  contemptuously 
TpCPiav  by  more  luxurious  Greeks.  From  the  Spartans  the 
custom  of  dispensing  with  an  under-garment  spread  among  the 
hardier,  more  simple,  or  more  philosophical  of  the  Greeks. 
Socrates^  wore  only  a  poor  himation,  the  same  simimer  and 
winter,  with  no  chiton;  so  did  the  orator  Lycurgus.  Gelon, 
King  of  Syracuse,  sometimes  surprised  the  citizens  by  coming  to 
the  Ecclesia  dxtrcov  €v  iimru^.  The  followers  of  Antisthenes 
carried  the  custom  to  a  further  extreme.  Of  course  when  occu> 
piod  in  physical  labour,  a  Greek  would  throw  aside  the  outer 
garment  and  wear  the  chiton  only.  The  rude  chiton,  fastened 
on  one  shoulder  only,  mpofuurxaXo^  \vnov  or  l£(ufifts,  belonged 
especially  to  slaves  and  those  who  had  to  imdergo  hard  labour. 
Freemen  fastened  the  chiton  over  both  shoulders,  a/i^i/MurxaXos 
xCtwv. 

Gentlemen  were  particular  as  to  the  way  of  putting  on  and 
the  way  of  wearing  the  himation.  The  correct  way  of  putting 
on  was  called  ciri  Scfiot  ava^aXketrOat..  Poseidon,  in  the  Birds 
of  Aristophanes,^  ridicules  Triballus  for  putting  on  his  garment, 
\  In-'  dpurT€pa.  By  the  former  phrase  I  understand  adjusting 
the  garment  under  the  right  shoulder  before  throwing  it  over 
iihe  left  It  was  also  well-bred  to  keep  the  left-hand  under  the 
himation ;  and  it  was  considered  the  part  of  a  lout,  Aypoucos,  to 

'  Plato,  Hip,  Min.  \\  368.  '  A^f*^*,  1.  964.  *  Lycurg,  16. 

^  Xeiioph  Memar.  i.  6.  2.  ^  1.  1 567. 
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hoist  the  ends  above  the  knee,  so  as  to  show  the  legs ;  ^  it  was 
far  better  to  let  it  trail  slightly  on  the  ground.  We  hear  that 
it  was  one  of  the  affectations  of  the  young  Alcibiades  ^  to  let  his 
himation  trail  on  the  ground. 

Next  as  regards  women  :  of  these  the  usual  house-dress  con- 
sisted of  the  chiton,  the  outdoor  and  company  dress  of  that 
together  with  the  himation.  On  the  Athenian  steke,  young 
girls  commonly  wear  only  an  ample  chiton  ;  matrons  wear  the 
himation  also ;  and  slaves  wear  a  garment  with  long  sleeves. 
It  has  been  doubted  whether  in  addition  an  under-chiton, 
XcTitfFcov,  was  not  frequently  worn.  It  is  difficult  to  settle  this 
point  by  reference  to  the  writers ;  but  probability  is  certainly 
in  favour  of  the  wearing  of  warm  underclothing  in  cold  weather. 
We  tind  also  in  sculpture  a  few  clear  instances  of  an  under- 
chiton,  as  in  case  of  on<e  of  the  female  figures  on  a  drum  of  a 
column  from  Ephesus  in  the  British  Museum. 

The  Laconian  women,  like  the  Lacoiiian  men,  wore  fewer 
and  more  scanty  clothes  than  their  Attic  sisters.  Thus  we 
hear '  that  Periander  of  Epidaurus  saw  the  daughter  of  Procles, 
Melitta,  dressed  in  Laconian  fashion,  pouring  out  wine  for 
men  at  work  in  the  fields  and  fell  in  love  with  her.  This 
Laconian  dress  is  more  closely  described  in  the  passage 
dvafar€)(ovos  koX  fxovo^^yrutv  i}v,  "She  had  one  chiton  and  no 
over-garment."  And  not  only  did  Dorian  women  go  about 
clad  in  chiton  only,  but  that  chiton  was  quite  short  This 
we  may  judge  from  the  numerous  statues  of  Amazons  and 
ArtemiSy  wherein  the  chiton  barely  reaches  to  the  knee. 
80  too  Pausanias^  savs  of  the  women  who  ran  races  at 
Olympia  that  their  x^^wv  stopped  short  a  little  above  the 

.  knee,  and  they  showed  the  right  shoulder  dowa  to  the  chest, 
a  statement  fully  borne  out  by  the  celebrated  statue  in  the 
Vatican  of  a  virgin  victorious  in  the  race. 

Sometimes  the  diplo'is  of  a  woman's  dress  was  not  a  mere 
fold  of  the  chiton,  but  a  separate  garment^  put  on  over  it ;  and 
those  Greek  women  who  were  in  fear  of  losing  their  shape  wore 

.something  remotely  resembling  the  modem  stay&  This  was 
the  aTpd^4ov,  a  broad  band  tied  round  the  body  just  below  the 
breasts  and  restraining  them  and  the  abdomen.  This  article 
appears  in  vase-paintings.  Archaic  sculpture  shows  a  tendency 
to  contacting  the  waist  of  women ;  but  this  tendency  entirely 
disappears  in  the  period  of  developed  art :  it  is  clear  that  the 

1  Theophr.  Char.  4.  >  PluUrch,  Aleib,  i. 

'  PythflenetoB  in  A  then.  xiii.  56.  *  ▼.  16,  3. 
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Greeks  regarded  a  small  waist  not  merely  as  unhealthy  but 
as  ugly. 

The  colours  of  Greek  dress  were  many.  Men  indeed  wore  both 
chiton  and  himation  usually  either  of  white  or  of  some  sober 
colour,  such  as  brown.  But  tliat  women  wore  the  gayest  and 
brightest  colours  we  know  not  only  from  statements  of  writers, 
but  from  the  statuettes  discovered  at  Tanagra.  The  ground- 
colour of  the  chiton  was  white  or  yellow ;  it  had  a  broad  border 
either  of  some  bright  colour,  red  or  blue,  or  of  deep  embroidery. 
As  to  the  himatia  of  women  there  is  no  rule.  They  were  of 
the  gayest  colours,  frequently  covered  with  stars,  flowers,  or 
checks,  and  sometimes  adorned  with  elaborate  embroidery,  rows 
•  of  animals,  or  human  figures,  beautiful  designs  of  all  sorts.  ^ 

The  material  of  the  dress  of  the  men  seems  to  have  been 
wool.  The  chiton  of  the  women  was  of  far  lighter  and  more 
elegant  material,  as  any  one  may  see  by  examining  the  dresses 
of  the  figures  from  the  Parthenon.  Linen  was  in  use  from  the 
oldest  times,  but  some  kinds  of  it  were  of  great  delicacy, 
particularly  a  variety  grown  in  the  island  of  Amorgus.  Byssus 
also,  the  nature  of  which  is  somewhat  obscure,  was  a  verv 
delicate  material.  At  a  later  period,  silk,  )3o/x)Sviciva,  cn^ptjco, 
was  much  used  by  the  rich,  being  imported  by  merchants  from 
the  far  East.  The  silkworm  itself  was  not  introduced  until 
Byzantine  times.  As  early  as  Aristophanes  we  find  mention 
of  the  tlfiara  Btatjiavrj,  which  were  affSected  by  courtesans,  such 
as  the  notable  Coan  robes.  The  rough  working-dresses  of  slaves 
and  artisans  were  often  of  leather,  sometimes  of  the  hide  of 
goats  or  sheep  with  the  hair  on.  Such  was  the  Si<l>$€pa  of 
herdsmen,  and  such  the  88gis,  which  Pallas  retained  in  a  modified 
form  to  the  latest  times.  Homer's  heroes  in  some  cases  wear 
the  skin  of  a  wild  beast  over  their  armour  or  chitons;  thus 
Paris  is  clad  in  a  panther's  and  Agamemnon  in  a  lion's  skin, 
as  is  Heracles  in  monuments  of  all  periods.^ 

A  few  words  must  be  added  as  to  Greek  military  dress, 
though  that  subject  belongs  more  strictly  to  the  antiquities  of 
war,  treated  of  in  a  future  chapter.  The  Greek  hoplite,  of 
whom  a  typical  figure  is  here  engraved  (Fig.  13),  wore  on  his 
head  a  helmet  of  bronze  or  iron  with  tall  crest  of  horse- 
hair.    Some  forms  of  helmet,  the  so-called  Corinthian,  could 

*  The  colours  of  Greek  dresses  may  be  studied  not  only  in  the  Tanagra 
statuettes,  but  also  in  the  female  archaic  figures  recently  discovered  at 
Athens.  A  fragment  of  an  actual  dress  adorned  with  figures  of  ducks, 
chariots,  and  other  devices  was  found  in  a  grave  in  the  Crimea  {Compter 
Rendut^  1878,  pi.  iv.)  '-*  IL  iii.  17  ;  x.  23. 
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either  be  drawn  down  over  the  face  or  rest  on  the  back  of 
tiie  head.  Other  forma  merely  fitted  the  back  part  of  the  head, 
leavii^  the  face  free,  but  Bometimee  haviDg  cheek  piec«e  to 
protect  the  cheeks.  The  helmet  of  the  Macedoniaiu  and 
ThessaliaDB  had  a  broad  brim,  like  that  of  their  riding-hate. 


—OAKium  or  DcHETia.    (From  a  Vase  b 


The  heavy  cnirass,  which  wns  worn  over  a  chiton,  consisted  of 
two  plates  of  metal,  one  for  the  front  and  one  for  the  back, 
which  were  laced  together  and  eonnectal  also  by  metal  shoulder- 
pieces.  In  early  days  the  Homeric  /iit/»j,  plittcd  with  metal, 
wan  worn  below  the  waist '  but  fell  out  of  use.     From  b.o.  500 

'  W.  Leftf,  "Amour  of  Houierio  Ueroet,"  Jout-n.  lltIL  Stud.  iv.  73. 
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onwards,  the  groin  was  protected  by  leather  Aap«,  wripvytq, 
which  hung  down  to  the  thigh,  as  in  our  example.  Pausaniaa 
obserres  (z.  37,  6)  that  a  true  cniraaa  (yvaXov)  gave  sufficient 
protection  even  without  a  shield ;  but  it  was  heavy  and  cumbrous, 
and  as  Fauaanias  implies,  it  was  to  a  great  extent  superseded 


I,  rsoH  i  Vasb. 


in  ktor  times  by  lighter  cuirasses coniposeil  of  linen  and  leather. 
On  Greek  vases,  where  heroes  of  old  time  are  commonly  depicted, 
the  metal  cuirass  is  usual.  Greaves  on  the  lower  legs,  fastened 
by  elastic  metnl  bands,  with  sandals,  conploted  the  equipment. 
The  thighs  had  to  be  protected  by  the  shield. 
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The  student  who  endeayours  to  collect  the  details  of  Greek 
dress  from  the  suTTiring  monuments  of  art  must  be  careful  to 
observe  that  the  Greek  sculptors,  in  representing  Orientals, 
Persians^  or  Phrygians,  or  the  imaginary  Amazons,  endeavour  to 
giTe  tiieir  dress  according  to  the  national  habit  of  each.  Thus 
both  Phrygians  and  Persians  are  made  to  wear  chitons  with 
long  sleeves  and  breeches,  aroi^vptSc$,  reaching  down  to  the  feet ; 
together  with  the  Phrygian  cap,  which  is  the  well-known  cap 
of  liberty.  In  vases  and  reliefs  Paris,  Anchises,  even  Pelops 
are  often  represented  in  this  Oriental  costume ;  so  the  student 
must  not  rashly  assume  that  because  a  representation  is  of  a 
hero  celebrated  in  Greek  lore,  therefore  the  details  of  his  cos- 
tume are  Greek.  In  the  case  of  the  Amazons  the  Greek 
artists  allowed  themselves  much  liberty,  dressing  them  some- 
times as  OrientalB  in  long  sleeves  and  drawers,  sometimes 
merely  in  the  short  Doric  chiton. 

If  we  may  judge  from  the  monuments,  the  clothes  of 
Greek  children  did  not  differ  except  in  size  from  those  of 
adulta  In  sepulchral  reliefs  we  see  young  girls  clad  in  the 
Ionian  or  the  Dorian  chiton,  just  like  their  mothers,  of  whom 
they  are  miniature  copies,  even  to  the  way  of  doing  the  hair. 
On  vases  we  see  young  boys,  if  they  have  any  clothes  at  all, 
wearing  the  chiton  or  wrapped  in  great  himatia.  It  would 
appear,  however,  from  an  already  mentioned  passage  ^  of  Aristo- 
phanes that  the  earlier  custom  was  for  boys  to  wear  the  chiton 
only. 

Near  home,  in  the  streets  and  the  agora,  neither  men  nor 
women  usually  wore  a  hat  The  women  arranged  the  himation 
so  as  to  cover  the  head  and  hide  most  of  the  face ;  the  men 
walked  bare-headed.  But  in  going  on  journeys,  in  riding 
abroad,  in  working  in  the  fields,  and  even  in  the  cities  in  bad 
weather,  the  men  would  carry  a  hat  or  cap.  The  hat,  which 
was  worn  by  the  £phebi,  by  those  who  rode  on  horseback  and 
the  upper  classes  generally,  was,  like  the  chlamys,  introduced 
from  northern  Greece.  It  was  called  the  reriuros,  and  was  in 
shape  flat  with  broad  rim.  It  is  usually  represented  in  statues 
of  Hermes,  who  was  the  traveller  ^r  excellence.  The  Kava-Coy 
worn  by  Macedonian  husbandmen  and  cavalry,  was  little  if  at 
all  different  But  while  the  petasus  formed  an  excellent  pro- 
tection against  the  sun,  it  was  not  suitable  for  warding  off  wind 
and  rain.  So  the  classes  most  exposed  to  rough  weather,  such 
as  labourers,  smiths,  and  sailors,  wore  the  pileus,  ircXos,  which 
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I  was  a  soft  conical  cap,  without  peak,  fitting  closely  to  the 
head.  Already  in  Homer  ^  we  find  Laertes,  when  working  in 
the  field,  wearing  an  aiyeiri  jcweiy,  a  close-fitting  cap  of  goat- 
skin ;  but  at  a  later  time  felt  was  substituted  for  skin.  Even 
the  citizens  of  Athens  in  rainy  weather  U)ok  a  felt  cap  about 
with  them  to  keep  their  ears  and  hair  dry. 

At  home  the  Greek  citizen  went  bsure- footed  ;  even  when 
visiting  a  friend  he  would  leave  his  shoes  without,  as  is  still 
the  custom  in  the  East.  But  boots  of  some  sort,  and  stout  ones, 
were  necessary  to  any  one  who  had  to  walk  over  the  ill-paved 
and  rough  roads  of  ancient  Greece.  The  simplest  form  of  shoe- 
covering  was  the  <rai'8aAioi/  or  e/i/Sas,  which  consisted  merely  of 
a  sole,  iyiro&qfjba,  or  Kocnrvfia,  fastened  below  the  foot  by  thongs  of 
leather  passing  between  the  toes,  which  were  called  (uyos.  Such 
were  the  /SXaurat  put  on  by  Socrates  when  he  went  out  to 
dinner.^  In  the  country  it  was  usual  until  a  late  period  to  wear 
a  stout  sole  fastened  to  the  foot  by  means  of  interlaced  thongs, 
which  were  secured  round  the  ankle.  For  thongs  of  leather 
the  poor  substituted  rude  cords,  airafn-Ca,  Plunters  and  those 
who  had  to  make  their  way  over  rough  ground  required  more 
protection  for  the  lower  part  of  the  leg ;  but  even  these  did 
not  usually  wear  close  boots  like  ours.  They  merely  extended 
the  crossing  thongs  of  leather  from  the  ankle  half-way  up  to 
the  knee.  These  hunting-boots,  €vSpofii8es  or  KoOopvoi^  may  be 
studied  in  the  representations  of  the  huntress  Artemis.  The 
Greeks  did  not  wear  anything  corresponding  to  our  stockings. 
Thus  in  the  case  of  most  sculptures,  we  see  the  toes  uncovered, 
and  standing  out  from  sandal  or  endromis.  But  this  rule  is  by 
no  means  universal  Like  the  peoples  of  the  East  und  of  Italy, 
the  Greeks  sometimes  wore  close  boots.  Thus  many  of  the 
riders  of  the  Parthenon  frieze  wear  covered  boots  coming  half- 
way up  the  leg.  These  are  also  common  in  vase-pictures.  So 
too  the  Persian  slippers,  the  ll€pcriKai  of  Aristophanes,*  which 
were  worn  by  women,  must  have  covered  the  whole  foot. 

One  reason  for  the  remissness  of  the  Greeks  in  the  matter 
of  head-covering  was  that  nature  had  provided  them  with 
luxuriant  hair.  This  from  the  time  of  Homer  onwards  the 
KapriKOfjLwavT€s  'Axaioi  cultivated  into  a  long  and  bushy  mane 
such  as  we  see  on  the  head  of  the  statues  of  Zeus.  The 
Spartans  in  particular  were  very  proud  of  their  long  hair  and 
tended  it  carefully,  considering  it  the  badge  of  a  free  man.  And 
so  it  was,  since,  as  Aristotle  remarks,  a  man  with  long  flowing 

'  Horn.  Od,  xjciv.  231.  '  Plato,  Symp,  174.  '  Cloudst  151. 
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hair  could  scarcely  engage  in  one  of  those  mean  and  servile  ^ 
handicrafts  which  the  Oreeks  so  despised.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered how  Xerxes  found  the  Spartans  at  ThermopylsB  combing 
their  long  locks,  and  at  a  later  period  the  long  hair  of  Gylippus 
roused  the  ridicule  of  the  people  of  Syracuse,^  Dorians  though 
they  were.  We  leam  from  Thucydides  that  not  much  before  i 
his  time  the  Athenians  wore  long  hair,  which  they  wotmd  into  ^ 
a  knot  or  KpoijSvAos  on  the  top  of  the  head,  fastened  with  golden 
grasshoppers,  yfwnov  rerrCyiav  cv€/xrc(  KptoPvXov  dvaSovfuvoi  rtav 
ev  TQ  MiftaX-Q  Tpix^y.  This  passage  has  caused  much  contro- 
versy. When  we  turn  to  the  works  of  Archaic  sculpture  we 
find  the  hair  of  Apollo  Dionysus  and  other  male  deities  growing 
long  but  not  hanging  loose.  It  is  commonly  gathered  in  a  knot 
at  tiie  back  or  the  top  of  the  head,  or  secured  in  plaits.  The 
jc/M»)3vAo9  then  might  be  this  knot  or  bunch  of  hair,  but  no 
ancient  monument  represents  it  as  secured  with  a  grasshopper, 
or  indeed  with  a  fibula  of  any  shape ;  it  is  bound  with  a  simple 
Toivia  or  cord.^  Professor  Helbig  has  maintained  that  the 
Tcrr&ycs  were  not  fibuliB  at  alL  He  thinks  that  the  early 
Greeks  and  Etruscans  fixed  their  locks  in  position  by  means 
of  golden  spirals,  crw/Biyycs,  which  are  frequently  found  in 
Etruscan  tombs,  and  that  the  name  rerri^f  was  given  to  the 
spirals  so  arranged  because  of  their  resemblance  to  the  annulose 
body  of  the  grasshopper.     Homer's  line  may  be  compared. 

But  so  inconvenient  a  custom  died  in  time  ;  when,  we  cannot  < 
be  sure.     The  monuments  seem  to  indicate  the  fifth  century 
B.a  as  the  time  when  long  hair  became  unfashionable;  pro- 
bably at  Sparta  it  persisted  until  the  time  of  the  Achtean' 
League. 

l^us  at  the  date  of  the  Peloponnesian  war  there  was  a 
contrast  between  Sparta  and  the  rest  of  Greece  in  this  matter. 
At  Sparta  the  hair  of  the  boys  was  cut  short,  but  as  soon  as 
they  came  to  man'?  estate  they  allowed  it  to  grow  long.  Even 
at  other  cities  KOfmv  was  a  sign  of  a  Laconian  partisan,  as 
appears  from  Aristophanes.^  But  at  Athens  and  the  other  > 
cities  of  Greece,  when  a  boy  reached  the  age  of  an  €<fn]^o^,  he 
dedicated  his  hair  with  various  ceremonies  in  the  temple  of  a 
deity,  usually  of  a  river-god.*  Thus  the  Ephebi  of  the  reliefs 
of  ihe  Parthenon  have  all  short  hair.     After  long  hair  had 

«  Areh&oL  Zeiiung  for  1877,  p.  89  ;  HomerUehe  Epos,  Sec.  xxi. 
»  IL  xviL  53.  *  KnighU,  579  ;  douda,  14. 
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ceased  to  be  fashionable  and  the  mark  of  a  gentleman,  the 
custom  completely  changed,  and  very  short  hair  was  worn  alike 
by  athletes  and  by  those  who  affected  a  reputation  for  austerity ; 
whence  it  happened  that  at  a  late  time  tiie  Spartans  and  their 
imitators  wore  not  longer  but  shorter  hair  than  other  people. 

The  dimensions  of  the  beard  also  decrease  in  the  course  of 
Greek  history.  In  early  times  a  long  full  beard  was  regarded 
as  a  sign  of  manliness,  the  Spartans  in  this  matter  also  taking 
the  lead  of  the  rest.  Shaving  was  introduced  by  the  Mace- 
donian conquerors,  who  found  the  beards  of  their  soldiers 
inconvenient  in  a  campaign,  partly  as  giving  the  enemy  a 
handle  to  seize,  partly  in  all  probability  from  motives  of 
cleanliness.  From  this  time  on,  men  of  the  governing  classes 
and  soldiers  always  completely  shaved;  and  the  beard  was 
left  to  those  who  affected  ancient  manners,  and  philosophers. 
It  is,  however,  remarkable  that  on  Athenian  reliefs  of  the 
Macedonian  period,  the  normal  citizen  is  always  represented  as 
wearing  a  short  beard,  just  as  on  the  frieze  of  the  Parthenon. 
The  moustache  without  the  beard  marks  the  Gauls  and  other 
barbarians. 

To  go  into  the  details  of  the  hair-dressing  of  women  would 
demand  a  far  greater  space  than  we  dispose  of.  The  fashion 
was  constantly  changing.  Now  the  hair  was  confined  by  a 
simple  band,  rawia,  passed  five  or  six  times  round;  now  a 
pointed  metal  coronet^  orc^n^,  was  worn  above  the  forehead, 
and  the  back  hair  confined  by  a  net,  ic€icpv<^Aos.  Now  the  hair 
was  almost  concealed  by  a  kind  of  nightcap,  fiirpa  or  otokkos, 
either  reticulated  or  not.  More  frequently  still  it  was  wound 
with  a  broadening  band,  called  from  its  shape,  which  resembled 
that  of  a  sling,  a-^Bovq,  The  Sux&qiia^  which  was  a  simple  fillet 
tied  in  a  bow  at  the  back  of  the  heiad,  was  worn  after  the  time 
of  Alexander  only  by  kings  and  queens.  Frequently  the  hair 
was  allowed  to  hang  down  the  back  in  simple  curl.  HetsarsB 
frequently  wore  their  hair  short  and  hanging  about  their  ears. 

The  art  of  beautifying  was  carried  on  with  the  greatest 
vigour  in  antiquity.  As  women  were  so  secluded  and  seldom 
seen  from  near,  the  falseness  of  their  manufactured  charms  had 
the  less  chance  of  being  detected.  Athenseus^  quotes  from 
Alexis,  a  contemporary  of  Alexander,  a  terrible  list  of  the 
changes  which  courtesans  brought  about  in  themselves.  The 
short  woman  put  cork  in  her  shoes,  the  tall  wore  the  thinnest 
soles,  the  shape  was  dexterously  moulded  with  cushions  and  pads, 

^  AtbeD.  xiii.  p.  568. 
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the  complexion  was  brought  to  the  desired  colour  by  means  of 
painty  and  the  hair  was  dyed  according  to  fancy.  Nor  were 
these  base  arts  confined  to  women  of  doubtful  character.  The 
young  wife  of  Xenophon's  Ischomachus,^  who  is  represented 
as  a  pattern  of  propriety,  used  white  and  red  paint  until  her 
husband  persuaded  her  that  he  preferred  nature  to  art.  Only 
among  the  Dorian  women,  who  far  surpassed  the  others  in 
health  and  strength,  we  hear  of  no  painting  and  making-up. 

The  Greek  lady  who  went  abroad  woid^  carry  a  sunshade, 
o-icftoSctov,  in  shape  resembling  ours,  to  keep  off  the  sun.  The 
same  implement  might  have  been  used  in  rainy  weather,  but 
this  does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  case.  Men,  especially 
elderly  men  and  men  from  the  country,  carried  a  stout  stick, 
on  which  they  leaned  when  standing,  and  which  they  used 
freely  on  the  persons  of  thoee  children  and  slaves  whom  they 
supposed  to  stand  in  need  of  correction. 

'  XenopboD.  (Ewm.  x.  8. 
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RELIGION  AND  MYTHOLOGY 


CHAPTER  I 

NATIONAL  ELEMENTS  IN  RELIGION 

The  religion  of  the  Hellenes,  as  it  is  presented  to  us  in  Greek 
literatore  and  history,  is  undoubtedly  a  much-compounded 
thing.  There  are  in  it  elements  derived  from  a  great  variety 
of  sources,  sometimes  completely  fused  together,  and  sometimes 
very  imperfectly  combined.  It  is  also  vague  and  fluctuating  in 
a  high  degree.  It  is  altogether  erroneous  to  regard  it  as  a 
fixed  and  organised  whole.  We  moderns  approach  the  study 
of  it  under  great  disadvantage,  because  our  notions  of  religion 
are  taken  from  the  history  of  Christianity,  which  is  in  the 
main  a  religion  of  authority,  originating  in  a  single  time  and 
a  definite  place.  Hellenic  Paganism  was  not  made,  but  grew 
during  long  ages  amid  varying  circumstances,  and  subject  to 
all  kinds  of  ii^uences.  It  may  be  compared  not  to  a  temple 
or  palace  designed  by  man,  but  to  a  tree,  rooted  in  human  nature: 
and  putting  forth  its  shoots  and  blossoms  in  due  season. 

In  Greek  religion,  as  it  is  known  to  us,  there  are  various 
strands.  Becent  writers  have  been  more  and  more  disposed 
to  trace  the  origin  of  a  great  part  of  it  to  that  worship  of 
ancestors  which  is  so  marked  a  feature  in  all  tribes  at  a  certain 
stage  of  civilisation.  There  may  also  exist  in  it  vestiges  of 
tribal  worship,  the  veneration  of  some  hereditary  totem,  out  of 
which  at  a  certain  stage  of  decay  there  arises,  by  some  obscure 
process,  a  deity  or  deities.  And  some  part  of  the  religion  of 
the  Hellenes,  though  not  so  large  a  part  as  people  fancied  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  must  belong  to  the  general  traditions 
of  the  Aryan  race,  and  have  arisen  from  the  wonder  of  our 
remote  ancestors  at  the  facts  of  storm  and  sunshine,  day  and 
night,  summer  and  winter.     Further,  there  can  be  no  question 
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that  both  in  pre-historic  and  historic  times  the  Greeks  were  as 
ready  to  accept  mythology  from  the  nations  of  the  East  with 
whom  they  traded  and  fought  as  they  were  to  accept  the  re- 
ligious images  of  Oriental  fabric  which  are  still  abundantly 
fotmd  on  many  early  Greek  sites. 

We  may  attempt  a  division  of  these  various  elements  of 
religion  into  two  classes,  which  we  may  roughly  term  national 
and  borrowed.  In  the  national  class  we  shall  include  all 
that  belongs  to  the  Greek  tribes  as  an  ancestral  inheritance, 
whether  dating  from  the  early  age  of  barbarism  or  developed 
in  the  various  lands  in  which  they  successively  dwelt*  In  the 
borrowed  class  we  shall  place  not  only  the  local  elements,  which 
belonged  rather  to  the  various  spots  of  Greece,  than  to  the 
people  who  had  come  to  dwell  there,  but  also  all  that  the 
Greeks  adopted  from  the  neighbouring  nations.  A  clear  and 
strong  line  of  division  between  the  two  classes  can  indeed 
seldom  be  drawn.  In  the  cultus  of  any  given  deity  they  are 
almost  sure  to  be  intermingled;  yet  an  attempt  to  separate 
them  may  help  to  clear  our  minds,  and  to  lay  bare  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  subject  before  us. 

In  the  present  chapter  we  Mrill  deal  with  the  national  ele- 
ments, in  the  next  chapter  with  those  which  are  partly  or  wholly 
adoptive. 

'Die  national  or  native  strands  in  Greek  religion  appear  to 
be  three,  of  which  we  will  treat  in  succession;  (i)  Totemism ; 
(2)  Ancestor-worship  ;  (3)  Naturalism. 

(i)  It  is  a  matter  of  comparatively  recent  discovery  how  large 
a  part  is  furnished  to  primitive  religions  by  the  class  of  con- 
ceptions which  is  summed  up  in  the  word  totemism.  There 
IB  still  much  that  is  obscure  in  regard  to  those  conceptions; 
but  writers  like  Andrew  Lang^  have  certainly  succeeded  in 
explaining  by  their  means  some  points  previou^y  inexplicable 
in  Greek  myth  and  cult;  and  that  which  has  thus  been 
rendered  intelligible  belongs  to  the  earliest  straat  of  Hellenic 
religion.  If  these  writers  have  tried  to  carry  their  method 
of  explanation  into  fields  where  it  is  not  altogether  at  home, 
this  is  but  a  proceeding  which  we  must  expect  in  the  case 
of  all  new  theories  of  the  kind.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  though 
apparent  traces  of  totemism  may  be  found  in  Greek  mythology 
and  worship,  yet  a  very  small  and  a  very  unimportant  part  of 
those  highly  civilised  growths  can  be  directly  or  completely 
explained  by  the  notions  of  totemism.     Totemism  may  lie  at 

>  Otutom  and  MytK,  1885. 
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the  foundatioii  of  much,  but  that  foundation,  as  in  the  btiild- 
ings  of  competent  architects,  is  usually  buried  out  of  sight 

**  A  totem,"  writes  Mr.  Frazer,^  ''  is  a  class  of  material  objects 
which  a  savage  regards  with  superstitious  respect,  believing  that 
there  exists  between  him  and  every  member  of  the  class  an 
altogether  special  relation.  The  connection  between  a  man  and 
his  totem  is  mutually  beneficent :  the  totem  protects  the  man, 
and  the  man  shows  his  respect  for  the  totem  in  various  ways, 
by  not  killing  it  if  it  be  an  animal,  and  not  cutting  or  gathering 
it  if  it  be  a  plant.  As  distinguished  from  a  fetish,  a  totem  is 
never  an  isolated  individual,  but  always  a  class  of  objects, 
generally  a  species  of  animals  or  of  planta  The  clan  totem  is 
reverenced  by  a  body  of  men  and  women  who  call  themselves 
by  the  name  of  the  totem,  believe  themselves  to  be  of  one 
blood,  descendants  of  a  common  ancestor,  and  are  bound 
together  by  common  obligations  to  each  other  and  by  a  common 
faith  in  the  totem.  Totemism  is  thus  both  a  religious  and  a 
social  system." 

As  to  the  reasons  of  the  adoption  of  this  extraordinary  system 
by  savages  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  we  are  entirely  ignorant. 
That  it  had  ceased  to  have  any  intellectual  recognition  among 
the  Greeks  of  the  historic  age  is  sufficientiy  clear.  Yet  the 
probability  that  the  Hellenic  race  had  at  some  time  passed 
through  this  stage  of  culture  helps  us  to  understand  some  of 
their  beliefs  of  the  origin  of  which  they  themselves  were 
wholly  ignorant.  When  we  find  in  the  place  of  honour  in  the 
temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphi  a  conical  stone  called  the  '0/A<^A.ds, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  must  originally  have  been 
worshipped  as  a  fetish'Stone.  The  Greeks  of  Pindar^s  time  had 
another  explanation  '  of  the  sacred  character  of  the  stone  -,  but 
we  set  aside  that  explanation.^  In  the  same  way  we  may 
explain  by  the  ideas  of  totemism  the  veneration  of  the  Greeks 
for  certain  abimals  and  plants,  although  they  had  abundant 
sacred  legends  to  account  in  each  case  for  their  sentiment. 
^  There  was  a  story  that  when  the  gods  of  Olympus  were 
threatened  by  the  terrible  monster  Typhoeus  they  fled,  all  save 
Zeus,  into  Egypt,  and  hid  themselves  in  the  forms  of  animals. 

^  ToUmimn,  pp.  I,  3. 

*  Cf.  Pindar,  Pyth,  iv.  4.  The  Scholiast  on  this  ▼erse  tella  xu  that 
ZetU  set  fotth  two  eagles  from  the  two  ends  of  the  earth  and  they  met  at 
Delphi,  whence  the  Omphalos  at  Delphi  was  regarded  As  the  centre  of  the 
w»rtd. 

*  To  fetishism  I  will  return  in  the  next  chapter :  whereas  totemism 
belongs  to  tribes,  it  belongs  to  localities,  and  so  is  usually  a  borrowed 
element  in  Greek  religion 
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It  was  thus  that  later  Greece  accounted  for  the  curious  fact 
that  with  each  of  the;  deities  was  closely  associated  some  sacred 
animal  or  animals — ^the  swan,  the  wolf,  the  raven,  the  mouse 
with  Apollo  in  varioua  sites  of  his  .cult^  the  stag  and  the  bear 
with  Artemis,  the  ram  with  Hermes,  the  dog  with  Hecate  and 
so  forth.  In  these  cases  the  anthropological  school  accepts 
another  explanation,  that  the  deity  was  originally  the  god  of 
a  clan  or  tribe  whose  totem  was  this  favourite  anim^  A 
couple  of  instances  will  suffice. 

At  Athens,  Athena  was  closely  associated  with  the  serpent 
In  her  temple  was  preserved  a  great  snake,  fed  at  stated  times, 
and  supposed  to  be  the  embodiment  of  the  Attic  hero  Erich- 
thonius.  In  the  great  Parthenoe  statue  by  Pheidias,  a  snake 
was  represented  as  sheltering  himself  behind  the  shield  of  the 
goddess,  and  in  one  of  the  pediments  of  the  Parthenon  he 
appears  at  her  side.  The  legendary  King  of  Attica,  Cecrops,  is 
represented  in  art  as  a  snake  from  the  waist  downwards.  These 
facts  may  be  regarded  as  proving  that  in  Attica  in  primeval 
days  there  was  a  clan  which  accepted  the  snake  as  its  totem, 
and  that  the  snake  as  an  object  of  cultus  gave  way  in  time  to 
Athena.  Again  there  were  at  Athens  ceremonies  in  which 
certain  Attic  maidens  imitated  bears,  and  danced  the  bear 
dance  in  honour  of  the  Brauronian  Artemis.  In  Arcadia  also 
the  bear  was  connected  with  Artemis,  and  it  was  told  how  she 
had  turned  into  a  bear  Callisto,  a  mythological  rival,  who  was 
really  only  a  duplicate  of  herself.  This  bear-goddess  Artemis 
may  have  at  some  time  belonged  to  a  clan  whose  sacred  animal 
was  the  bear. 

An  explanation  of  this  kind  will  almost  always  be  possible 
when  the  favourite  of  the  deity  is  an  animal  or  bird.  When 
it  is  a  plants  such  as  the  sacred  laurel  of  ApoUo,  or  the  sacred 
olive  of  Athena,  a  totemistic  explanation  may  sometimes  be 
the  best  But  sometimes  we  shall  prefer  to  think  that  the 
deity  has  inherited  the  honours  accorded  to  some  fetish  tree, 
and  that  the  origin  of  the  cult  is  local  rather  than  tribal 

It  should,  however,  be  observed  that  the  worship  of  animals 
may  be  explained  on  quite  other  principles  than  those  of 
totemism.  As  Mr.  Erazer  has  pointed  out  in  his  Golden  Bough, 
the  reverence  shown  by  hunting  tribes  towards  the  animals 
which  they  habitually  kill  is  based  on  feelings  the  opposite  to 
those  of  totemism.  Mr.  Frazer  also  maintains  that  there  are 
ctises  in  which  tree -spirits  and  corn-spirits  are  conceived  in  the 
fomx  of  animals.  Totemism  being  quite  as  much  a  social  as  a 
religious  system,  and  nothing  of  it  being  visible  in  the  social 
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oiganisation  of  Greece,  it  must  be  somewhat  uncertain  whether 
what  looks  like  the  result  of  totemism  in  Greek  religion  may 
not  have  some  other  explanation. 

When  we  reach,  in  a  future  chapter,  the  subject  of  Greek 
practical  cultus,  we  shall  have  again  to  deal  witjh  conceptions 
which  may  originate  in  conditions  of  totemism.  And  in  our 
classification  of  myths  we  shall  have  to  point  out  a  certain 
number  which  belong  to  the  totemist  range  of  conceptioii& 
But  as  a  root-principle  of  Greek  religion,  as  Greek  religion 
existed  in  historic  days,  totemism  is  not  of  very  great  import- 
ance.    We  must  pass  on  to  other  elements  of  greater  weight 

The  second  great  source  of  Greek  religion  which  may  be  safely 
classified  as  of  native  origin  is  the  worship  of  4ecea8ed  ancestors. 

The  worship  of  the  dead  can  scarcely  be  said  to  lie  on  the 
surface  of  the  great  Attic  literaturei^  That  literature,  in  fact^ 
belongs  rather  to  all  time  and  to  human  nature  than  to  a  par- 
ticular age  and  country,  and  what  is  local  and  temporary  in 
Greek  thought  and  feeling  has  ever  a  tendency  to  fall  into 
the  background  in  it  It  represents  the  Greek  mind  in  the 
same  way  in  which  the  Doryphorus  of  Polycleitus,  and  the 
Apoxyomenus  of  Lysippus  represent  the  Greek  body:  they 
give  us  the  better  and  nobler  side,  and  put  out  of  sight  what 
is  mean  and  unworthy.  In  the  great  age  of  Greece,  and  in 
the  favoured  city  of  the  Athenians,  religion  meant  the  worship 
of  the  great  deities  of  Olympus,  the  highest  and  noblest  forms 
of  the  Greek  religious  consciousness.  Primitive  and  patriarchal 
elements  of  religion  still  existed,  but  they  were  thrust  into 
the  background.  Thus,  as  indeed  a  glance  at  Athenian  sepul- 
chral monuments  will  assure  us,  the  worship  of  the  dead  did 
not  occupy  among  the  Slite  of  Greece  the  same  space  in  men's 
minds  which  at  an  earlier  time  it  had  held,  and  which  it  still 
held  in  the  more  conservative  districts. 

Nevertheless,  a  careful  search  will  disclose  many  passages 
even  in  the  Attic  writers  which  illustrate  this  form  of  religion. 
The  opening  passage  of  the  Choephoriy  for  example,  tells  of 
cultus  kept  up  at  the  tombs  of  deceased  worthies  In  the 
Alcestisy  the  heroine  of  the  play  is  scarcely  dead  before  she  is 
invoked  by  the  chorus  as  a  spiritual  power,  able  to  give  and  to 
withhold  favours : — 

vvv  S'  hrrl  fjiaKoipa  SaiftAnv^ 
Xa*p',  5  iroTvi',  cB  Si  Soirjs. 

^  The  following  pftraffrmpht  are  taken  from  a  paper  oontritmted  by  the 
writer  to  the  Journal  of  BeUenie  8<wiiei^  voL  y.  p.  125. 
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It  is  instructive  to  compare  with  such  passages  as  these  a  class 
of  vases  peculiarly  Athenian,  the  beautiful  white  Ai^icvtfoi,^ 
which  bear  paintings  in  almost  all  cases  illustiative  of  the 
offerings  brought  to  the  tombs  of  departed,  ancestors  bj  sur- 
TiTors.  The  abundance  of  these  vases  proves  that  the  idea^ 
which  they  illustrate  were  quite  familiar  to  the  Athenians. 

At  a  lower  level  than  that  of  poetiy,  in  the  laws  and  the 
customs,  more  especially  the  burial-customs,  of  the  Greeks,  we 
find  ample  proof  of  the  tenacity  with  which  they  clung  to  the 
belief  that  the  dead  desired  offerings  of  food  and  incense,  and 
were  willing  in  return  to  furnish  protection  and  aid. 

It  is  well  known  to  be  one  of  the  most  universal  and  deepest 
rooted  convictions  among  barbarians,  that  the  dead  are  not 
without  feelings  and  perceptions,  but  remain  keenly  sensitive 
to  the  treatment  they  receive  from  their  kindred,  and  require 
of  them  much  assistance.  The  dead  man,  living  in  his  tomb  as 
he  had  lived  in  his  house,  requires  frequent  supplies  of  food 
and  drink,  rejoices  in  the  presence  of  armour  and  ornaments, 
such  as  he  loved  in  life,  and  is  very  sensitive  to  discourteous 
treatment.  These  ideas  were  part  of  the  mental  furniture  of 
the  whole  Aryan  race,  before.it  separated  into  branches,  and 
are  found  in  all  the  countries  over  which  it  spread. 

In  the  earliest  of  Greek  graves,  such  as  the  so-called  Treasury 
of  Atreus,  at  Mycenm,  and  the  building  at  Orchomenus,  we  find 
an  inner  chamber  perhaps  for  the  dead,  and  an  outer  cliamber  to 
which  those  who  came  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  tenant  of 
the  tomb  probably  had  access,  and  which  may  have  been  stored 
with  articles  of  pomp  and  splendour,  set  aside  for  his  enjoy- 
ment It  is  well  kno>vn  with  what  care  the  early  Greeks 
provided  in  the  chamber  in  which  they  placed  a  corpse  all  that 
was  necessary  for  its  comfort,  I  had  almost  said  its  existence. 
Sometimes  wine  and  food  was  there  laid  up  in  a  little  store,  a 
lamp  was  provided  full  of  oil,  frequently  even  kept  burning  to 
relieve  the  darkness  ;  and  around  were  strewn  the  clothes  and 
the  armour  in  which  the  dead  hero  had  delighted ;  sometimes . 
even,  by  a  refinement  of  realism,  a  whetstone  to  sharpen  the 
edge  of  sword  and  spear  in  case  they  should  grow  blunt  with 
use.  The  horse  of  a  warrior  was  sometimes  slain  and  buried 
with  him  that  he  might  not  in  another  world  endure  the  in- 
dignity of  having  to  walk.  Even  in  Homeric  days  the  custom 
survived  of  slaying  at  the  tomb  of  a  noted  warrior  some  of  a 
hostile  race  to  be  his  slaves  thereafter.     After  the  fall  of  Troy 

^  Cf.  Pottier's  useful  L4qfthes  hlanct  AUiqws. 
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the  captives  were  distributed  among  the  chieffi ;  but  it  was  not 
thought  right  to  deprive  the  dead  Achilles  of  his  share,  and 
Polyxena  was  offered  up  at  his  tomb.  According  to  the  in- 
genious theory  of  a  modem  sarant^^  the  terra-cottas  so  commonly 
found  in  tombs  in  some  parts  of  Greece  are  the  successors  and 
substitutes  of  these  living  victims,  placed  like  their  bodies  in 
the  grave  of  one  who  would  in  his  future  life  require  servants 
and  companions.  Every  one  knows  that  the  custom  of  sati^ 
whereby  a  wife  is  burned  on  the  same  pyre  with  her  dead 
husband,  is  barely  extinct  in  India. 

And  the-  care  for  the  dead  did  not  by  any  means  cease  at 
their  burial.  They  had  to  be  constantly  tended  thereafter, 
their  bones  preserved  from  violence,  and  their  tombs  from 
spoliation ;  and  at  certain  seasons  food  and  drink  had  to  be 
brought  them  and  left  by  their  tomb  for  their  use. 

The  belief  in  the  continued  need  felt  by  the  dead  and  to  be 
supplied  by  the  living  vras  so  deep  that  even  Christianity  has 
been  unable  wholly  to  abolish  it,  though  in  modem  days  roses 
take  the  place  at  tombs  of  the  more  substantial  offerings  of 
old  times.  A  couple  of  passages  from  Lucian^  will  serve  to 
summarise  the  ancient  feeling:  ircircorfvicacri  youv  rots  ^x^^ 
avairc/Airo/mcvas  KanaOev  dccirvciv  fikv  <os  ofov  re  ircptireroftevas 
rrfv    Kvta-av    koi   rhv  Kavyhv^   vivtiv   8i   air^   p6$pov   rb   yueXi' 

Kparov. rpi^vrai   rats  mxp'  rj/mv   x<>^*^  '^^^  rocs-  Kadaytr- 

{b/ACvoiS  hrl  rctiv  ra^v*  ok  c&  r^  ft^  tlq  icaraAeAcifi/Acvos  virkp 
yrj^  if>i\o^  17  <rvyyev^S  oicriros  o^os  vck/d^s  icat  kififomav  €V 
avrois  iroXtrcverat. 

It  is  trae  that  the  state  of  opinion  which  gave  birth  to  Greek 
burial-ctistoms  did  not  persist  unchanged  into  historical  times. 
Later  there  was  spread  abroad  a  general  belief  in  the  existence 
of  a  realm  of  spirits,  presided  over  by  Hades  and  Persephone, 
and  hidden  somewhere  in  the  deepest  recesses  of  the  earth. 
At  least  the  common  people  believed  in  the  Styx  and  the 
Cocytus,  the  dog  Cerberus  and  the  Elysian  Fields,  and  the 
feny-man  Charon,  who  conveyed  souls.  They  even  gave  the 
deiEul  an  obol  to  pay  to  Charon  as  his  fee ;  but  this  very  fact 
shows  how  persistent  the  belief  in  the  connection  of  the  future 
life  with  the  body  was,  for  it  was  in  the  actual  mouths  of 
corpses  (the  mouth  being  the  Greek  purse)  that  the  piece  of 
money  was  placed  and  left.  The  same  men  who  supposed  that 
«ouis  went  into  a  far  country,  y^t  believed  heroes  to  hover 

'  Rayet,  Oautte  det  Beaux  Art*,  1875.  1 
*  LuoUtn^  Charon,  22;  DtlLuetu,  9. 
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about  the  spot  on  which  they  were  buried,  like  the  virgins  of 
Leuctra,  who  appeared  to  Pelopidas  when  he  happened  to  sleep 
at  the  spot  where  they  were  buried,  or  like  the  sages  whose 
tombs  became  oracular.  The  upper  stratum  of  belief  was 
occupied  by  those  notions  of  religion  and  a  future  state  which 
were  sanctioned  by  poetry,  and  art,  and  public  cultus ;  but  in 
the  background  still  lurked  many  feelings  which  had  arisen 
at  a  time  when  the  grave  was  regarded  %  all  as  a  dwelling- 
place,  and  the  dead  as  by  no  means  inaccessible  to  the  favours 
and  Uie  requests  of  the  survivors. 

M.  Fustel  de  Coulanges  ^  has  well  shown  how  on  this  fact 
of  the  continual  presence  of  the  dead  and  their  need  of  care 
and  nourishment  family  life  was,  in  early  times,  to  a  large 
extent  based.  It  was  regarded  as  essential  that  the  offerings 
to  the  dead  should  not  come  from  the  hands  of  strangers  but 
from  their  own  descendants.  Hence  the  continuity  of  families 
and  a  strong  tie  of  kindred  to  bind  them  together.  The  family 
vault,  where  dwelt  the  spirits  of  the  ancestors  of  each  famUy, 
became  a  sacred  place;  the  daily  care  of  the  dead,  falling  to 
thiB  lot  of  the  eldest  male  in  each  family,  made  him  appear 
not  only  as  the  head  and  ruler  of  the  commimity,  but  as  its 
priest;  as  one  who  was  in  constant  communication  with  the 
unseen  world,  and  who  could  confer  on  or  withhold  from  other 
members  of  it  the  favoinr  of  the  departed.  And  such  favour 
was  regarded  as  of  great  value:  the  deail  were  supposed  to  be 
constantly  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  the  living  and  still  work- 
ing their  will  in  the  world.  As  M.  de  Coulanges  perspicuously 
puts  it^  there  was  a  constant  exchange  of  services  between 
living  and  dead :  the  latter  receiving  from  their  descendants 
physical  protection  with  food  and  drink,  and  giving  in  return 
the  advantage  of  countenance  and  assistance  in  >  all  the  trans- 
actions of  life. 

It  seems  then  that  the  favours  asked  of  the  dead  were 
substantial  enough.  The  exact  nature  of  the  ritual  mth  which 
ancestors  were  approached  would  not  be  told  to  any  stranger ; 
but  if  it  were  told,  none  could  rightly  and  duly  perform  it  ex- 
cept the  r^ular  and  authorised  exponent :  the  deified  ancestor 
would  resent  as  an  outrage  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  an 
alien  to  win  his  favour  and  support. 

Closely  connected  in  cultus  with  the  family  tomb  was  the 
family  hearth.      In  th^  Homeric  house  this  was  situate\in 

f 

*  La  OiU  Antique,  The  vie%ra  of  this  writer  are  confirmed  by  the 
TeneraUon  paid  to  ancestors  in  ear  day  in  Ghma  and  the  East  genendly. 
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the  fuyapov,  or  feeding-hall  of  the  men.  And  when,  in  later 
and  more  civilised  times,  cooking  was  no  longer  done  there 
but  was  removed  to  a  separate  kitchen,  a  heturth,  ^x^ipa  or 
coTto,  was  still  retained  for  sacred  purposes,  at  all  events  in 
the  houses  of  wealthy  families.  To  Hestia  was  sacrificed  the 
first  portion  of  what  was  eaten  or  drunk;  and  in  addition 
frequent  small  sacrifices  of  oil  or  wine  or  incense  were  offered, 
partly  to  Hestia  and  partly  to  the  family  divinities,  whoever 
they  might  be,  more  especially  the  deified  ancestors.  And  on 
occasion  of  all  the  family  festivals  or  events — a  birth,  a  marriiEigey 
a  death — this  altar  was  wreathed  with  fiowers  or  glowed  with 
incense. 

Among  the  Romans  the  conjoint  worship  of  the  Lares  and 
Vesta  ^  seems  to  have  been  of  the  essence  of  the  family  religion. 
But  among  the  Greeks,  and  especially  their  wealthier  and  more 
ancient  families,  this  simple  worship  was  united  with  that  of 
some  of  the  greater  and  more  generally  recognised  divinities. 

The  third  native  source  of  Greek  religion  was  natuialism. 
It  is  most  difficult  to  say  at  what  time  or  at  what  stage  of 
civilisation  the  worship  of  deities  of  nature  arose.  Recognition 
of  supernatural  powers  in  the  world,  unless  the  barest  animism 
(with  which  no  doubt  such  recognition  begins),  implies  feelings  of 
wonder  at  the  marvellous  order  of  the  universe,  and  a  sense  of 
the  dependence  of  man  on  higher  forces  than  his  own,  which 
at  once  raise  the  barbarian  to  a  higher  level,  and  open  before 
him  great  possibilities  of  progress.  And  on  the  day  on  which 
a  rude  tribe  recognise  that  there  are  greater  powers  in  the  un- 
seen world  than  fetishes  and  their  dead  ancestors,  they  mount 
a  high  step  in  the  scale  which  leads  to  civilisation.  When  or 
how  this  step  was  taken  by  the  Greeks  it  is  not  easy  to  decide. 
Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  as  is  well  known,  supposes  all  religion  to 
grow  by  processes  of  development  from  ancestor  worship.  But 
his  attempts  to  explain  how  this  could  be  have  failed ;  and  his 
theory  meets  with  but  little  acceptance.  It  is  in  fact  a  revival 
of  the  teaching  of  the  Alexandrian  Euhemerus,  who  taught 
that  all  the  deities  were  but  deified  ancestors  ;  nor  does  it  seem 
consistent  with  the  evidence.  To  go  further  into  the  question 
would  take  us  too  far  from  our  immediate  subject ;  and  it  is 
the  less  necessary,  because  among  the  Greeks  as  known  to  us 
the  worship  of  deities  and  of  heroes  alike  was  fully  organised 
and  recognised. 

It  is  mainly  to  the  comparative  philologists  that  we  owe  the 

*  Virg,  ^n,  V,  744. 
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exposition  of  the  great  pert  taken  by  the  worship  of  the  powers 
of  natoi^  in  the  various  branches  of  the  Aryan  race.  By  the 
help  of  the  sacred  literature  of  India,  of  great  though  uncertain 
antiquity,  writers  like  Kuhn  and  Max  Mliller  have  succeeded 
in  showing  that  Greek  mythology,  like  the  Greek  language,  is 
a  branch  of  a  great*  tree,  and  cannot  be  properly  understood 
except  by  comparison  with  other  branches,  and  especially  of 
the  br^ch  which  flourished  in  the  sacred  valley  of  the  Ganges. 
Some  thirty  years  ago  the  opinion  was  common  among  scholars 
that  by  help  of  the  Yedas  Greek  mythology  could  be  satisfac- 
torily analysed.  But  the  school  of  Aryan  comparative  mytho- 
logy failed  in  their  explanations  to  pasis  a  certiain  pointy  and 
by  a  natural  reaction  their  key,  which  was  once  over-valued, 
has  since  been  under-valued.  Their  philological  method  has 
been  of  late  years  almost  neglected.  Aryan  mythology  has 
given  way  to  anthropology ;  yet  it  is  certain  t^t  the  debt 
owed  by  the  science  of  religion  to  comparative  mythologists 
19  no  light  one.  They  opened  the  door  through  which  we  all 
pass.  And  after  making  all  deductions,  it  remains  clear  that 
the  study  of  Aryan  religion  in  the  comparative  spirit  has 
greatly  aided  our  understanding  of  Greek  religion  in  particular. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  explain  the  mythology  of  all  the 
European  nations  as  a  aeries  of  tales  based  on  a  literal  acceptance 
of  poetical  or  figurative  language  wherein  the  primitive  Aryans 
described  the  course  of  the  sun  through  the  heavens.  To  Sir 
Greorge  Cox,  and  in  a  more  moderate  degree  to  Professor  Max 
Muller,  almost  aU  the  myths  of  Greece  are  meteorological,  and 
merely  embody  in  a  thousand  forms  the  phenomena  of  the  sun- 
rise and  the  dawn,  the  daily  voyage  of  the  sun,  his  victory 
over  the  clouds  and  his  sinking  to  rest,  on  which  the  eyes  of 
our  primitive  forefathers  are  supposed  to  have  dwelt  with  never- 
ceasing  wonder  and  delight.  Professor  Kuhn,  another  great 
authority  on  the  subject  of  Vedic  mythology,  has  a  less  narrow 
circle  of  ideas,  and  leas  rigid  canons  of  interpretation,  but  to 
him  also  myth  has  to  a  great  extent  arisen  from  contemplation 
of  the  facts  of  the  world  around  us. 

There  are  necessarily  great  dangers  inherent  in  the  system  of 
interpreting  myths  by  the  help  of  comparative  philology.  Thus 
the  comparative  philologist  is  obliged  to  pay  attention  rather 
to  the  names  of  deities  than  to. their  functions  when  he  is  seek- 
ing, to  trace  their  origin.  But  in  the  case  of  the  Greek  deities, 
of  whom  alone  I  am  at  pjesent  speaking,  it  is  very  difficult 
indeed  to  know  the  true  name  at  alL  Among  the  Greeks, 
Qpitliet  frequently  passed  into  name,  and  name  into  epithet ; 
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and  in  many  caaes  we  cannot  say  which  is  which.  Thus  in  the 
case  of  Fhoahus  Apollo,  we  regard  Apollo  as  the  real  name  of 
the  god,  hecause  we  know  the  meaning  of  Phcehus,  ''  the  bright 
one/'  while  we  are  not  sure  of  the  meaning  of  the  word  Apollo. 
The  chief  deity  of  Arcadia,  considered  usually  as  a  form  of 
Persephone,  was  commonly  called  Despcena,  "  Mistress,"  but 
she  had  another  name  of  so  sacred  a  character  that  Pausanias 
does  not  think  it  proper  to  repeat  it.  Kuhn,  however,  in  dis- 
regard of  that  fact,  tries  to  derive  the  name  DespoBna  directly 
from  Dlisapatnt,  a  personification  of  the  water  which  falls  from 
ihe  clouds  in  rain.  Thus  the  liberty  exercised  by  the  writers 
I  have  named  in  choosing  any  name  or  even  epithet  of  a  deity 
for  which  to  find  an  origin  in  Sanskrit  gives  them  a  freedom 
which  sometimes  degenerates  into  license. 

And  chis  license  is  rendered  easier  and  more  fatal  by  the 
vague  and  nebulous  character  of  all  mythology,  of  Greek 
mythology  in  a  notable  degree.  Every  deity  has  several  forms 
and  several  functions,  and  so  can  be  regarded  in  various  aspects. 
We  may  consider  the  root  idea  of  Athena  to  be  the  upper  air, 
or  the  lightning,  or  moisture,  or  the  dawn ;  we  may  consider 
Hera  to  stand  for  air  or  earth,  and  Hermes  to  be  a  wind-god  or 
a  dawn-god  or  a  god  of  productiveness  and  increase.  Any  of 
the  aspects  mentioned  might  well  in  the  case  of  these  deities 
be  taken,  not  merely  as  an  aspect,  but  as  the  principal  or  root 
idea;  and  the  Sanskritic  deities  are  decidedly  even  less  fixed 
and  defined  in  character  than  the  Greek.  Thus  it  is  evident 
that  a  writer  endowed  eyen  with  moderate  ingenuity  need 
seldom  be  at  a  loss  if  he  is  desirous  of  connecting  any  Greek 
deity  or  any  Greek  mythological  story  with  some  Yedic  proto- 
type. 

It  is,  however,  unnecessary  to  be  sceptical  as  to  the  validity 
of  all  the  identifications  of  the  philological  school  Some  of 
them  are  generally  accepted  by  mythologists,  othera  are  regarded 
as  at  all  events  defensible  in  the*  present  condition  of  know- 
ledge. Let  us  briefly  examine  some  of  the  most  firmly  estab- 
blished  among  them. 

A  feature  in  Greek  religion,  which  «eems  to  point  back  to 
the  time  when  their  race  had  not  been  difierentiated  from  the 
original  stock  is  the  acknowledgment  of  the  supremacy  of  Zeus. 
It  is  now  generally  allowed  that  the  Greek  Zeus  finda  a  parallel 
to  some  extent  in  functions  as  well'  as  in  name  in  the  Sanskrit 
Dyaus  and  the  Latin  Jovis;  and  that  among  other  Indo-Euro- 
pean races  we  find  a  corresponding  deity,  a  deity  who  in  a 
physical  aspect  represents  the  heaven,  and  in  a  moral  aspect  is 
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father  and  ruler  alike  of  gods  and  men.  In  the  Yedas  Dyaus 
is  the  sky,  and  at  the  same  time,  hy  Frithivl  the  earth  god- 
dess, the  universal  parent.  But  in  some  ways  this  primeval 
pair  may  be  compared  rather  with  the  Uranus  and  GsBa  of  the 
Hesiodic  theogony  than  with  the  far  more  fully  humanised 
Zeus  and  Hera;  and  in  some  of  his  functions,  notably  as 
deity  of  the  weather  and  the  thunderstorm,  Zeus  may  better 
be  likened  to  Indra. 

There  are  a  few  other  cases  in  which,  with  a  greater  or  lesH 
degree  of  confidence,  we  may  affirm  connection  of  name  as  well 
as  identity  of  function  between  a  Greek  deity  and  a  Sanskrit 
prototype.  Among  the  clearest  instances  of  such  equation  is 
that  of  the  Sanskrit  Ushas,  the  dawn,  with  the  Greek  £os  and 
the  Latin  Aurora.  The  Indian  Varuna  also,  a  personification 
of  the  overarching  heaven,  is  regarded  by  most  philologists  as 
equivalent,  not  only  in  function  but  also  in  name,  with  the 
Greek  Uranus.  But  even  in  the  case  of  Eos  and  of  Uranus 
Greek  mythologic  fancy  takes  a  way  of  its  own,  and  the  tales 
told  of  those  deities  in  Greece  have  not  commonly  a  parallel 
in  the  sacred  literature  of  India. 

When  we  attempt  to  proceed  further  with  parallelism  we 
fall  into  great  uncertainties,  and  find  philologist  differing  from 
philologist  Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  much  importance  was 
attaehed  to  the  able  attempt  of  Kuhn  to  connect  with  Vedic  lore 
the  Greek  tale  of  Prometheus,  who  hid  fire  stolen  from  heaven 
in  a  hollow  reed,  in  order  to  bestow  it  upon  men.  The  name 
of  Prometheus  was  connected  with  pramantha,  a  word  used  in 
late  Sanskrit  to  designate  the  upright  fire-stick,  by  turning 
which  upon  another  piece  of  wood  the  early  people  of  India 
produced  fire,  as  do  still  some  savage  tribes  of  men.  But  it  is 
now  understood  ^  that  the  Greek  Prometheus  and  the  Sanskrit 
pramantha  are  not  philologically  connected,  so  that  any  parallel 
which  may  exist  between  Sanskritic  and  Greek  tales  of  the 
origin  of  fire  among  men  is  likely  to  arise  from  parallel  work- 
ings of  the  mythopoeic  instinct  in  Greece  and  the  Far  East, 
ratiier  than  from  the  bringing  into  Greece  by  the  invading 
Hellenes  of  tales  already  fixed  in  their  primeval  mythology. 
And  indeed  the  story  of  Prometheus,  as  it  stands  in  Hesiod, 
bears  very  obvious  traces  not  only  of  moral  purpose,  but  of 
poetic  invention,  and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  an  ethical 

'  My  authority  is  Professor  A.  A.  MaodoneU,  to  whose  kindness  I  owe 
TalaAble  infonnation  in  regard  to  the  present  state  of  philological  opinion 
in  tbeae  matters. 
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parable  could  boast  of  transmission  through  uncounted  genera- 
tions of  migratory  semi-barbarians. 

In  fact  we  commonly  find  that  attempts  to  connect  the 
mythology  of  the  Greekis  with  that  of  the  Yedas  fail,  because 
the  genius  of  the  Greeks  ran  from  very  early  times  in  a  different 
line  from  that  taken  by  their  remotely  connected  cousins  who 
settled  in  the  valley  of  the  Indus.  Among  migratory  peoples 
all  tradition  must  be  in  a  state  of  flux  in  the  absence  of  written 
record,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  think  that  the  Hellenes  had 
developed  any  system  of  writing  before  they  settled  in  the 
land  which  bore  their  name.  And  of  all  tradition  that  which 
concerns  the  gods  is  perhaps  the  most  fluid.  Religious  myths 
survive  when  attached  to  cultus ;  but  otherwise,  since  no  one 
expects  or  desires  self-consistency  in  them,  they  constantly 
change  in  form,  and  no  one  accepts  them  unless  they  happen 
to  impress  his  imagination  or  to  satisfy  his  sense  of  the  fitness 
of  things. 

Thus  we  can  scarcely  be  surprised  to  find  that  where  there 
is  some  similarity  of  names  between  a  personification  of  San- 
skrit literature  and  a  personage  of  Hellenic  myth  there  is  com- 
monly no  identity  of  function,  or  agreement  in  tales  told 
of  the  beings  bearing  those  names.  And  when  we  find,  as 
is  perhaps  more  often  the  case,  a  similar  tale  recorded  in  the 
early  books  of  India  and  the  works  of  the  Greek  theologians 
and  logographers,  it  is  told  of  personifications  which  have  no 
connection,  so  far  as  we  can  trace  by  the  aid  of  philology,  with 
one  another. 

We  may  begin  with  a  few  apparent  similarities  of  name. 
The  name  of  Hermes,  the  Greek  god  of  the  wind  of  dawn, 
and  of  fruitfulness  in  cattle,  has  been  connected,  with 
very  doubtful  propriety,  with  the  Semskrit  Saram&  or  the 
S&rameyas.  Saram&  is  the  dog  who  is  messenger  of  Indra 
in  seeking  his  lost  cow&  The  S&rameyas  are  the  two  watch- 
dogs of  Yama,  the  god  of  death.  With  the  former  of  these 
beings  we  may  perhaps  compare  the  wind  which  wanders  at 
dawn  and  drives  the  clouds,  which  are  in  the  early  Indian 
literature  compared  to  cows.  And  perhaps  as  psychopompos 
Hermes  may  be  compared  to  the  twin-hounds  of  Yama, 
since  in  this  character  he  acts  in  post-Homeric  times  as  guide 
and  guardian  of  the  flocks  of  souls  as  they  journey  to  the 
dark  land  of  Hades.  Also,  the  dog  is  naturally  regarded 
from  the  point  of  view  of  his  voice,  as  the  bellower;  and 
Hermes,  whether  as  the  wind  which  shouts  among  the  trees, 
or  as  the  god  of  heralds,  is  in  Greek  lore  the  deity  who  is 
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endowed  with  a  loud  voioe,  and  who  in  the  Homeric  hymn  is 
said  to  have  driven  away  the  cows  of  Apollo.  But  there  are 
other  functions  of  Hermes  in  which  he  offers  no  parallel  to  the 
S4rameyas,  as  the  inventor  of  the  lyre,  and  the  god  of  fruitfid- 
ness  in  cattle.  Other  identifications,  based  on  similarity  of 
name,  such  as  the  assimilation  to  the  Erinnyes  of  Saranytl, 
the  dark  storm-cloud  which  in  the  beginning  wandered  in 
space  and  became,  in  the  form  of  a  mare,  the  mother  of 
the  Asvins,  and  the  assimilation  of  the  Gandharvas  to  the 
Centaurs,  may  or  may  not  be  defensible  on  the  ground  of 
comparative  philology.  This  is  a  matter  which  the  philologists 
must  settle  among  themselves.  But  to  the  comparative  mytho- 
logist  such  assimilations  bring  very  little  light,  since  the  root- 
idea  attaching  to  the  Indian  name  is  in  each  case  different 
from  the  root-idea  attaching  to  the  Greek  name. 

More  interesting  and  instructive  are  the  cases  in  which  we 
find  similarity  of  tale  in  Indian  and  Greek  mythology,  though 
the  tales  attach  to  different  deities. 

Such  for  example  are  those  tales  recording  the  victory  of 
light  over  darkness  or  of  the  sun  over  cloud,  in  the  form  of  a 
battle  between  a  god  and  a  monster  or  dragon,  which  seem  to 
belong  in  some  form  to  every  country  and  every  nation.  In 
Sanskrit  we  read  of  the  victory  of  Indra  over  the  great  dragon 
Ahi;  and  in  every  nation  derived  from  the  Aryan  source  the 
story  has  its  repetition  or  its  parallel  In  Greek  it  appears  in 
many  forms.  First  we  have  the  overthrow  of  Typhoeus  by  the 
lightning  of  Zeus ;  then  the  shooting  of  the  great  serpent  Py  tho 
by  the  sun-god  Apollo;  then  the  destruction  of  the  many-headed 
hydra  by  the  solar  hero  Herakles,  or  of  the  mis-shapen  ChinuBra 
by  the  solar  hero  Bellerophon.  In  fact  most  of  the  exploits  of 
Herakles  may  be  made  to  yield  to  this  interpretation,  thougli 
to  some  of  them  explanations  of  other  kinds  may  be  more 
appropriate. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  the  resemblances  which  can  be  traced 
between  the  ancient  religion  of  India  and  that  of  Hellas  are  as 
considerable,  perhaps  even  more  considerable  than  the  resem- 
blances observable  between  the  religion  of  the  Greeks  and  that 
of  the  Bomans,  although  the  languages  of  these  two  latter 
peoples  are  quite  akin,  and  they  certainly  held  together  long  af  tei^ 
both  separated  from  the  stock  which  moved  into  India.  The 
mythology  to  be  found  in  the  Latin  poets  is  of  course  merely 
borrowed  from  Hellas ;  but  the  primitive  religion  of  the  Romans 
has  quite  a  different  cast.from.  that  of  the  Greeks.  These  facts 
are  significant,  and  show  that  after  all  Greek  mythology  is  a 
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Tesult  of  the  same  forces  and  the  fruit  of  the  same  history  which 
made  the  Greeks  in  other  matters  that  which  we  know  them  to 
have  been.  Certain  tendencies  no  doubt  they  shared  with  all 
Aryan  peoples ;  but  the  way  in  which  those  tendencies  worked 
was  distinct  and  national. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  Greeks  as  a  race.  It  may  occur  to  some 
students  that  it  would  have  been  well  to  separate  in  treatment 
the  various  Greek  stems,  Achaean,  Dorian,  Ionian,  and  speak  of 
the  religion  of  each  separately.  This,  however,  is  a  task  of 
peculiar  difficulty ;  and  there  is  nothing  in  which  the  historians 
are  less  agreed  than  in  their  assignment  of  various  deities  to  the 
various  sections  of  the  Greek  race.  Greek  religion  can  fairly 
well  be  treated  with  reference  to  localities,  and  this  presently 
I  hope  to  attempt ;  but  to  treat  it  with  reference  to  stems  and 
tribes  is  far  less  easy,  and  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge 
might  lead  to  a  quagmire.  Is  Apollo  mainly  Dorian  or  Ionian  f 
Is  Athena  mainly  Achsean  or  Ionian  ?  Such  questions  as  these 
admit  of  no  simple  and  definite  reply :  we  can  answer  them  but 
partially,  and  then  by  examining  the  localities  rather  than  the 
tribes  which  were  associated  with  their  worship. 

In  place  then  of  speaking  of  the  religion  of  the  Greek  stems, 
I  prefer  to  speak  of  Hellenic  religion;  and  the  religious 
tendencies  of  the  Greeks  were  in  a  measure  limited  and  directed 
by  the  foreign  influences  to  which  they  were  subjected.  As 
they  lay  nearest  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe  to  Egypt  and 
Babylon,  Phoenicia  and  Asia  Minor,  the  old  civilisations  of  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  bore  upon  them  with  more  force  than  on 
the  Latin  or  the  Celt.  To  these  foreign  influences  we  must 
turn  our  attention  before  attempting  further  to  trace  the  rise 
of  the  Hellenic  Pantheon. 


CHAPTER  II 

BORROWED  ELEMENTS  IN  REUGION 

It  must  be  considered  a  total  impossibility,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge,  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast  line  between  the 
native  and  the  adopted  elements  in  Greek  religion.  To  take 
but  a  single  example:  the  character  and  et^oiology  of  the 
Pelasgi  are  still  matters  of  warm  dispute  ;  and  until  it  is  decided 
whether  they  were  of  Greek  or  non-Greek  stock,  we  cannot 
possibly  determine  whether  the  Belasgic  elements  in  Greek 
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Teligiou  weie  native  or  imported.  It  is  in  fact  more  than 
probable  that  the  Greeks,  like  the  ruling  races  of  Asia  Minor,^ 
were  in  blood  much  mixed  with  the  earlier  inhabitants  of  the 
land,  and  that  only  the  aristocracy  were  of  anything  like  pure 
Aiyan  blood.  This  would  account  for  the  fact  ^at  the  Homeric 
mythology,  which  is  essentially  of  the  aristocracy,  is  freer  from 
-extraneous  elements  than  the  mythology  of  the  Greeks  of  his- 
toric times. 

All  that  we  can  attempt  in  the  present  chapter  is  to  set 
forth  some  of  those  elements  of  Greek  religion  which  seem  in 
a  more  marked  degree  to  belong  either  (i)  to  the  races,  mostly 
Canaanite  and  Semitic,  of  Asia  Minor  and  Syria;  or,  (2)  to 
the  primitive  inhabitants  of  Greece  itself.  Even  here,  we 
•cannot  hope  for  a  clear  line  of  distinction ;  for  if ,  as  is  most 
likely,  the  pre-Greek  people  of  Hellas  were  of  the  Canaanite 
stock,  they  would  be  closely  related  in  blood  to  the  earlier 
races  of  Syria  and  Asia  Minor,  and  so  presumably  would  re- 
semble them  in  their  religious  notions.  In  that  case  it  will  be 
of  course  quite  impossible  to  say  whether  the  elements  of  Greek 
religion,  which  seem  to  be  non-Aryan,  were  taken  from  the 
Canaanite  tribes  of  Greece  proper  or  of  Asia  Minor  and  the 
East. 

Professor  Ramsay,  whose  knowledge  of  ancient  Asia  Minor 
is  undisputed,  has  maintained  ^  that  in  that  region  the  female 
deities  belong  originally  to  the  earlier  stratum  of  probably 
-Canaanite  stock,  who  traced  descent  through  the  mother 
and  not  through  the  father,  while  the  male  deities  belonged 
mostly  to  the  conquering  tribes  of  Aryan  blood,  who  in  the 
-course  of  the  second  millennium  b.g.  became  dominant  in 
Asia  Minor,  to  the  Phrygians,  Carians,  Lycians  and  the  like. 
The  suggestion  has  a  high  degree  of  probability.  Long  ago 
Professor  Ernst  Curtius  ventured  on  a  similar  view  in  regard 
io  the  Greeks.  He  has  maintained  that  the  great  goddesses 
of  Greece  were  mostly  of  Canaanite  or  Syrian  lineage,  whereas 
the  male  deities  seem  rather  to  belong  to  the  tribes  of  Hellenic 
blood. 

If  we  examine  the  facts  of  the  contact  between  Greek  religion 
^and  that  of  the  aboriginal  races  of  Asia  Minor,  so  far  as  those 
facts  can  be  recovered,  we  shall  find  that  they  point  at  the  least 
to  a  strong  influence  of  the  conquered  on  the  conquering  race. 

The  peoples  of  central  Asia  Minor  were  very  much  devoted 

^  S6e  my  New  Chapters  in  Oreek  HUAory^  p.  3a 
'  Jourfud  offfeUenic  Stud,  iz.  351. 
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to  religion.  In  some  places  their  whole  political  organisation 
was  based  on  priestly  system.  The  high  priest  was  the  ruling: 
monarch,  the  lands  belonged  to  the  deities,  and  the  people  were 
more  or  less  temple-slavea  Such  communities  were  flourishinjg 
when  history  first  reaches  Asia  Minor,  and  even  in  the  times 
of  Roman  dominion  were  not  extinct  The  high  priest  of  Olba 
in  Cilicia,  for  instance,  was  governor  of  all  the  country  about 
that  city.  The  various  cities  called  Hierapolis  or  Hieropolis 
held  religious  communities  of  strict  organisation;  and  the 
deities  who  ruled  over  these  religious  societies  in  Asia  were 
in  most  cases  female,  and  had  a  marked  relationship  one  to  the 
other.  They  were  lunar  goddesses  or  deities  of  that  moisture 
which  the  ancients  subjected  to  the  dominion  of  the  moon,  and 
regarded  as  the  source  and  secret  of  life  and  growth  in  the 
world  of  plants  and  of  animals.  Such  was  Mylitta  of  Babylon, 
such  Atergatis  the  great  goddess  of  Carchemish,  the  capital  of 
the  widely  spread  Hittite  race,  such  was  Omphale  of  Lydia, 
such  Cybele  of  the  Phrygian  coast  And  with  this  powerful 
moon-goddess  was  joined  in  various  districts  an  effeminate  sun- 
god,  acting  as  a  sort  of  consort  to  her  majesty.  Thus  Attis 
was  connected  with  Cybele,  Sandan  with  Mylitta,  Bassareus 
with  Omphale. 

When  the  Greeks  came  in  swarms  to  found  colonies  in  Asia 
Minor,  they  adopted  as  a  rule  for  their  own  the  deity  to  whom 
belonged  the  soil  on  which  they  settled.  The  religious  organi- 
sation they  accepted,  no  doubt  with  modifications,  and  the 
temple  legends  they  treasured  up.  Even  the  barbarous  Asiatic 
images,  which  represented  locally  the  majesty  of  the  deity, 
they  did  not  throw  aside,  but  installed  them  in  a  place  of 
honour,  in  temples  built  by  their  own  architects.  The  only 
thing  the  Greeks  usually  completely  changed  was  the  name 
of  the  deity.  Just  as  Herodotus,  in  describing  the  deities  of 
Egyptians  or  Persians  or  Scythians,  calls  them  all  by  good 
Greek  names,  just  as  Tacitus  speaks  of  the  Germans  as  wor- 
shipping deities  whom  he  caUs  Mercurius,  Hercules,  and  Mars, 
so  the  Greeks  naturally  thought  and  spoke  of  the  local  Asiatic 
deities  whom  they  adopted  as  identical  with  Greek  deities 
whom  they  brought  wi^  them.  Thus  it  came  about  that  a 
barbarous,  many-breasted  simulacrum  at  Ephesus  bore  the 
name  of  the  Greek  virgin  goddess  Artemis,  and  had  attached 
to  her  service  an  entirely  oriental  cort^  of  priestesses  and 
eunuchs,  presided  over  by  a  priest  called  the  EssSn  or  Eling- 
Bee.  And  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  deity,  who  was  called 
at  Ephesus  Artemis,  was  at  Samos  called  Hera.      Thus  the 
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thoroughly  Greek  cities  of  Asia  Minor  imbibed  Oriental  religious 
beliefs  and  legends,  and  transmitted  them  to  the  mainland  of 
Greece  in  connection  with  the  names  of  deities  of  the  Greek 
Pantheon, 

These  considerations  only  prove  that  Greek  goddesses  were 
in  Asia  orientalised.  But  it  is  very  likely  that  a  similar  pro- 
cess had  gone  on  at  an  earlier  time  in  Greece  itself,  and  that 
Artemis  and  Hera,  Athena  and  Aphrodite  had  long  before 
received  the  impress  of  the  religion  of  the  pre-Greek  racea 
For  example,  the  Greeks  always  thought  of  Athena  as  armed 
and  warlike.  Yet  the  notion  of  an  armed  woman  seems  quite 
foreign  to  all  we  know  of  Hellenic  manners.  On  the  other 
hand  armed  women,  Ashtoreth,  Omphale,  the  Amazons,  and 
so  forth  were  quite  usual  in  the  mythological  tales  of  Asia 
Minor. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  only  deity  of  whose  cultus  we  have 
<dear  traces  among  the  remains  of  the  pre-historic  city  of 
Mycenffi  is  a  female  being  of  Aphrodisiac  type,  who  is  associated 
with  the  dove,  and  in  many  ways  caUs  to  mind  both  Atergatis 
and  the  Babylonian  Mylitta.  In  the  earliest  strata  of  remains 
on  the  Acropolis  of  Athens  and  elsewhere  rude  figures  of  a 
similar  goddess  have  been  found.  It  would  indeed  be  rash  to 
«ay  that  the  Aryan  Hellenes  had  no  native  goddesses.  Accord- 
ing to  analogy  they  must  have  had  a  goddess  of  love  to  corres- 
pond to  the  Teutonic  Freya,  and  beings  like  Dione  of  Dodona 
and  Hera  of  Argos  seem  to  belong  to  the  most  fundamental 
part  of  Greek  religion.  Yet  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that  the 
female  side  of  the  Greek  Pantheon  owed  far  more  to  the 
influence  of  the  neighbouring  races  than  did  the  male  side,  if 
we  except  Herakles  and  Dionysus. 

We  can  also  discern  in  the  fabric  of  developed  Greek  religion, 
besides  elements  borrowed  from  tribes  of  non-Aryan  blood, 
elements  which  attach  less  to  any  tribe  than  to  certain  localities. 

Among  the  local  cults  of  Greece  are  many  which  were 
probably  handed  down  from  race  to  race,  as  successive  waves 
of  population  swept  over  the  land.  Mountains  and  rivers  are 
notable  for  retaining  their  names  unchanged  from  age  to  age, 
many  of  our  own  rivers,  for  example,  bearing  Celtic  names 
which  the  Teutonic  conquerors  preserved ;  and  with  their 
luunes  such  natural  features  preserved  the  character  attributed 
to  them  by  pre-historic  peoples.  We  can  scarcely  doubt  that 
such  a  spot  as  the  sacred  cave  at  Delphi,  which  was  said  before 
the  coming  of  Apollo  to  have  been  an  ancijBnt  oracle  of  Ge,  was 
already  marked  out  fis  a  sacred  spot  by  the  primitive  races  who 
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dwelt  in  Greece  long  before  the  Hellenes.  And  when  we  read 
of  the  wells  called  the  Palici  in  Sicily  into  which  offerings  were 
thrown,  and  of  sacred  trees  like  the  oak  of  Zeus  at  Dodona,  and 
the  olive  of  Athena  at  Athens,  we  cannot  but  suppose  that 
these  objects  inherited  their  sacred  character  from  a  primitive 
age  of  pure  fetishism.  It  is,  however,  impossible  to  verify  such 
surmises  as  these  or  to  establish  them  on  a  sure  basis  by  quoting 
ancient  authorities,  since  Greek  tradition  does  not  go  back  to 
the  time  of  the  first  coming  of  the  Greek  stocks  into  the 
country  which  was  to  be  their  home.  Further  treatment  of 
this  subject  we  must  postpone  to  the  chapter  dealing  with  sacred 
precincts. 

Besides  the  influence  exerted  upon  the  Greek  goddesses  hj 
the  early  peoples  of  Asia  Minor  and  Greece,  we  can  trace  an 
influence  which  worked  in  historical  times  on  the  roads  of 
commerce,  especially  in  the  case  of  Aphrodite.  The  Greeks 
were  convinced  that  Aphrodite  came  to  Greece  from  Cyprus. 
Herodotus  tells  us^  that  the  cultus  at  Paphos  was  founded 
from  Ascalon,  a  city  of  Southern  Syria.  If  this  were  true, 
we  must  expect,  as  Tiele  points  out,^  that  the  Cyprian  goddess 
would  resemble  rather  the  Ashera  of  the  Canaanites  than  the 
Ashtoreth  of  the  Phoenicians.  Yet  when  the  Greeks  became 
familiar  with  Cyprus,  it  was  already  largely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Phoenicians,  and  we  must  suppose  that  the  worship  at 
Paphos  was  modified  by  the  flourishing  cult  of  the  Sidonian 
Astarte  or  Ashtoreth.  The  worship  of  Ashtoreth  was,  to  our 
knowledge,  introduced  into  Athens  by  Phoenician  merchants, 
and  no  doubt  it  made  its  way  elsewhere  also,  and  influenced 
that  of  her  Greek  parallel.  Aphrodite. 

With  Aphrodite  came  to  Greece,  as  it  had  gone  with  Astarte^ 
to  Cyprus,  the  cultus  of  Adonis,  the  effeminate  Syrian  sun-god. 
The  myth  of  the  death  of  Adonis  under  the  tusks  of  the  wild 
boar  seems  to  be  an  attempt  at  explaining  the  rapid  death  of 
the  sweet  vegetation  and  flowers  of  spring  in  Syria,  under  the 
fierce  heat  of  the  sun  of  summer.  But  no  myth,  even  among- 
those  native  to  their  country,  was  more  generally  accepted 
among  Greeks  than  the  tale  of  Aphrodite  and  Adonis,  or  more- 
brightly  embellished  with  poetry  and  sculpture. 

Of  late  years  vigorous  attempts  have  been  made  to  prove 
not  merely  that  the  cultus  of  Aphrodite  in  Greece  proper  was 
original  and  Hellenic,  but  even  that  it  was  from  Greece  rather 

>  Herod.  L  105. 

*  Revue  de  VlfUL  da  RdigumSt  iii.  169,  &c. 
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than  from  the  East  that  the  cultus  of  the  Paphian  goddesa 
came  to  Cyprus.  These  views  have  heen  carried  to  extreme 
length  by  Enmami,^  who  does  all  he  can  to  minimise  Phoeniciaa 
influence,  and  particularly  Phoenician  religious  influence  in 
Greece.  He  tries  to  show  that  the  cultus  of  Aphrodite  came 
to  Cyprus  from  Peloponnesus  by  way  of  Cythera,  and  that 
Herodotus  is  quite  wrong  in  deriving  the  Paphian  cult  from 
Ascalon;  that  Cinyras  was  a  Greek  hero,  and  his  goddess  a 
primitive  Greek  moon-goddess.  The  arguments  of  Enmann  are 
mainly  taken  from  comparative  philology,  and  he  almost  ignores 
the  mass  of  evidence  acquired  in  recent  years  from  the  tombs 
and  temples  of  ancient  Cyprus ;  he  also  treats  the  question  aa 
if  the  only  two  alternatives  before  the  historian  were  a  pure 
Greek  or  a  pure  Phoenician  origin  of  the  Aphrodite  cultus.  Of 
course  the  probability  is  that  there  were  in  that  cultus  both 
Greek  and  Phcsnician  elements,  besides  other  elements  derived 
from  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus,  who 
were  probably  of  Canaanite  stock.  It  is  impossible  therefore 
to  accede  to  the  views  of  those  who  regard  Enmann's  polemic 
as  victorious,  though  it  may  well  serve  to  warn  us  against  the 
danger  of  carrying  too  far  views  such  as  those  of  Curtius. 

In  consequence  of  one  of  those  curious  processes  of  syncretism 
of  which  the  history  of  religion  is  full,  the  myths  which  attached 
to  Aphrodite  in  Greece  were  not  mostly  of  Syrian  origin  but 
came  from  Asia  Minor.  In  fact,  one  apparently  Phoenician  tale 
about  Aphrodite  which  the  Greeks  accepted,  of  her  riding,  as 
a  moon-goddess  should,  across  the  sea  on  the  back  of  a  bull, 
and  landing  in  Crete,  they  transferred  to  Europa ;  but  of 
Aphrodite  they  told  the  tales  which  belonged  to  the  kindred 
goddesses  of  the  districts  of  Asia  Minor.  The  Homeric  Hymn 
and  the  Iliad  lead  the  way  by  telling  of  the  amours  carried  on 
at  the  foot  of  Ida  in  the  Troad  between  Aphrodite  and  Anchises, 
and  the  favour  shown  by  Aphrodite  to  Paris  is  but  another 
form  of  the  same  story.  The  strong  attachment  which  in 
Homer  unites  Aphrodite  to  the  country  of  the  Phrygians  and 
Trojans  shows  that,  at  all  events  in  the  country  where  the 
Homeric  poems  were  composed,  the  Asiatic  origin  of  Aphrodite 
was  accepted. 

Two  of  the  great  goddesses  of  Asia  Minor  were  adopted  by 
the  Greeks.  Of  these  one  is  Leto  or  Latona,  whose  original 
home  appears  to  be  Phrygian  or  Lycian.^    But  Leto  is  even  in 

'  KyproB,  und  Unprung  der  Aphrodite. 

'  At  to  Leto,  see  Ramsay  in  Joum,  HeU^  JSkul.  iv.  375. 
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Homer  but  a  shadowy  personage,  and  in  the  later  mythology 
she  almost  disappears,  though  there  were  statues  of  her  by  cele- 
brated artists.  The  other  is  Cybele,  whose  cultus  was  carried 
very  early  from  Phrygia  to  Crete,  and  there  incorporated  with 
the  tales  of  the  birth  and  childhood  of  Zeus,  which  specially 
belonged  to  that  island.  It  was,  however,  only  at  a  later  time 
that  Cybele  really  found  a  home  in  the  cities  of  Greece  proper. 

A  rather  close  parallel  to  the  history  of  the  spread  in  Greece 
of  the  cultus  of  Aphrodite,  is  offered  by  the  history  of  the  cultua 
of  Herakles.  As  Aphrodite  came  from  Ascalon  and  Sidon,  so 
Herakles,  at  least  in  his  Phoenician  form,  started  from  Tyre,  and 
made  his  way  into  Greece,  through  the  trading  stations  of  the 
Semitic  merchants.  The  solar  character  which  attaches  to  the 
Tyrian  Melkarth,  Herakles  still  preserves  in  Greece.  And  the 
story  told  in  Greece  of  his  dog  who  discovered  the  purple- 
fish,  of  hid  voyage  to  the  Atlas  mountain,  his  adventures  in 
Spain  and  the  like  seem  to  be  of  Phoenician  origin.  Other  tales 
told  of  him,  such  as  his  rescue  of  Hermione  from  a  sea  monster 
at  Ilium,  and  his  servitude  to  the  Lydian  queen  Omphale,  seem 
to  be  derived  from  Asia  Minor.  But  the  case  of  Herakles 
radically  differs  from  that  of  Aphrodite,  inasmuch  as  there  was 
in  the  myths  told  about  him  a  very  notable  Hellenic  element. 
Indeed,  so  many  are  the  tales  told  of  Herakles,  and  so  vast  the 
field  over  which  his  activity  is  said  to  have  extended,  that  we 
can  scarcely  avoid  the  belief,  that  many  Greek  tribes  had  a 
hero  of  their  own,  and  that  they  were  all  absorbed  by  the 
spreading  fame  of  the  great  Hellenic  hero,  as  rivulets  flowing 
from  every  hill  and  marsh  lose  themselves  in  a  great  river 
flowing  by. 

Of  Dionysus,  the  other  important  Greek  male  deity,  whose 
non-Hellenic  origin  is  generally  allowed,  we  will  treat  in  the 
chapter  which  deals  with  orgiastic  cults. 


CHAPTER  III 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  MYTHS 

Greek  myths  may  be  classified,  not  only  according  to  the  source 
whence  they  seem  to  derive,  but  also  according  to  their  contents 
and  meaning.  Such  classification  is  no  doubt  a  Very  difficult 
task,  in  many  cases  an  impossible  task,  since  the  myths,  as  they 
reach  us,  are  often  compounded  out  of  a  number  of  elements, 
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and  the  primitive  meaning  do  overlaid  with  suheequent  growth 
as  to  be  invisible.  All  that  we  shall  here  attempt  is  to  single 
ont  a  few  myths  the  meaning  of  which  is  on  the  surface  of 
things  pretty  clear,  in  order  to  use  them  as  illustrations  of  the 
different  processes  through  which  the  mythopceic  faculty  of  the 
Greeks  went  in  the  construction  of  their  scheme  of  mythology. 

In  an  able  paper,  contributed  to  the  Bevtie  de  VHietoire  des 
Beligions,^  M.  Jean  R^ville  has  shown  (i)  that  no  key  to 
mythology  hitherto  proposed  will  unlock  all  the  myths  of 
Greece,  and  in  fact  that  such  a  general  solvent  cannot  exist ; 
and  (2)  that  of  the  various  methods  of  interpretation  of  myth 
favoured  by  various  schools,  all  may  be  used  with  success  upon 
some  myths.  This  seems  to  me  the  exact  trutL  In  the  great 
mfgority  of  cases  there  is  in  myths  an  SBtiological  element; 
they  start  in  an  attempt  to  explain  some  existing  fact  But 
the  facts  thus  explained  are  of  many  classes.  In  this  place  I 
shall  content  myself  with  giving  instances  of  six  classes  of 
myth  successively :  (i)  animal,  (2)  meteorological,  (3)  physical, 
(4)  historical,  (5)  cultusmyths,  (6)  ethical.  These  classes  are 
the  most  important,  though  doubtless  their  number  might  be 
increased. 

(i)  Animal.  The  beast-stories  of  Greece  belong  to  the  oldest 
stratum  of  mythology.  They  are  also  very  abundant.  Many 
of  the  deities  are  said  from  various  causes  to  have  taken  on  them 
at  some  time  the  form  of  an  animaL  And  how  easily  the 
Greek  mind,  even  in  historical  days,  ran  on  these  lines  may  be 
seen  &om  the  passage  in  the  Odyssey  (xxii  240)  in  which  Athena 
sits  on  the  beun  of  Odysseus'  house,  in  form  like  a  swallow,  to 
watch  the  slaying  of  the  suitors.  Later  still,  Zeus  was  supposed 
to  have  appeared  to  Olympias,  mother  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
as  a  serpent. 

The  metamorphoses  of  Zeus  are  usually  the  accompaniment 
of  his  amours.  He  carried  Europa  over  the  sea  in  the  form  of 
a  bull,  and  then  appeared  to  her  as  to  Ganymedes  in  the  form 
of  an  eagle.  Leda  he  approached  as  a  swan,  and  Hera  as  a 
cuckoo.  Poseidon  more  than  once  took  the  form  of  a  horse, 
and  in  that  shape  consorted  with  Demeter,  who  had  concealed 
her  deity  in  the  body  of  a  mare.  The  nation  of  the  Myrmidons 
was  formed  from  ants,  and  the  proud  Cadmean  race  from  the 
teeth  of  a  serpent.  In  later  Greece  these  crude  tales  were  often 
relegated  to  the  background,  and  either  became  themes  for  art 
or  were  hidden  away  as  sacred  temple  legends  only  to  be 

»  Vol.  xiii. 
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repeated  to  the  initiated.  The  heroes  bom  of  such  transforma- 
tions were  often  the  ancestors  of  great  families  or  clans,  and 
this  fact  gives  a  clue  to  their  eetiological  origin.  In  some 
cases  at  all  events  they  seem  to  belong  to  the  totemist  stage 
of  barbarian  life,  to  that  stage  in  which,  as  already  men- 
tioned, the  god  of  the  tribe  was  in  fact  commonly  a  sacred 
animal,  from  whom  the  tribe  claimed  its  origin.  It  is,  however, 
not  necessary  to  resort  in  all  cases  to  this  explanation,  since  the 
mutation  of  gods  and  men  into  animals  for  trivial  reasons  is 
quite  familiar  to  the  savage  imagination. 

(2)  Many  Greek  myths  are  but  a  rendering  in  the  form  of  a 
story  of  meteorological  facts— the  continually  repeated  move- 
ments of  stars,  alternations  of  day  and  night,  and  the  like.  For 
example,  the  wandering  lo,  who  is  watched  by  the  hundred  eyes 
of  Argus  until  that  guardian  is  slain  by  Hermes,  seems  obviously 
the  homed  moon  wandering  -through  heaven  under  the  count- 
less eyes  of  the  stars,  which  the  breath  of  morning  makes  pale 
and  closes.  A  very  numerous  class  of  myths  records  in  many 
forms  and  with  all  possible  variations  the  daily  conflict  between 
sun  and  cloud,  between  fair  weather  and  storm.  We  can 
scarcely  doubt  that  the  terrible  Medusa,  from  whose  neck, 
when  her  head  is  cut  off,  spring  Pegasus  and  Chiysaor,  is  the 
dread  storm-cloud  sending  out  wind  and  lightning.  And  when 
we  read  how  Hermes,  the  wind-god,  stole  the  cows  of  Apollo^ 
we  scarcely  need  to  compare  the  Yedas  in  order  to  perceive 
that  the  myth  interprets  the  blowing  of  clouds  across  the  sky. 
Herakles,  again,  floating  on  the  sea  in  a  golden  bowl,  is  evidently 
the  sun  at  his  setting.  But  while  the  meteorological  character 
of  many  Greek  myths  is  evident,  there  has  been  among  philo- 
logists far  too  pronounced  a  tendency  to  attribute  this  character 
to  Greek  myths  in  general,  a  tendency  carried  in  the  case  of 
some  writers  so  far  as  almost  to  bring  this  method  of  interpre- 
tation into  ridicule. 

(3)  Other  myths  give  an  account  of  what  goes  on  in  the 
physical  world.  The  whole  m3'th  of  Kora,  for  instance — her 
descent  into  the  unseen  world  and  her  return  to  the  upper  air — 
is  a  thinly  veiled  account  of  the  processes  which  go  on  in  the 
case  of  seed  and  crop.  When  we  hear  the  story  which  tells- 
how  Apollo  slew  his  beloved  Hyacinthus  with  a  discus,  we  see 
at  once  that  it  is  only  an  embodiment  in  myth  of  the  well- 
known  fact  that  the  hot  sun  of  early  summer  in  Greece  dries 
up  the  ground  and  destroys  the  tender  flowers  of  spring. 
The  Cyclopes  again,  who  in  their  underground  chambers  forge 
the  thunderbolts  of  Zeus,  are  clearly  the  restless  forces  of  fire 
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which  dwell  under  the  yolcanoes,  and  occasionally  cause  fierce 
eraption&  Another  group  of  legends  sets  forth  as  the  cause 
of  volcanic  disturbances  the  restlessness  of  giants  on  whom 
tiie  volcanic  mountains  had  been  thrown,  as  Etna  on  Enceladus, 
to  keep  them  down. 

(4)  Some  mjrths  again  are  of  a  historical  character,  briefly 
somming  up  events  supposed  to  have  taken  place  at  some 
past  time.  Thus  many  of  the  legends  told  of  Herakles, 
Theseus,  and  lolaus  probably  have  a  l^sis  in  fact.  The  slaying^ 
of  the  Minotaur  by  Theseus  and  his  wars  against  the  Amazons- 
are  probably  tales  containing  history  if  we  knew  how  to  ex- 
tract it.  Pausanias,  speaking  of  the  lake  of  Pheneus,  says  that 
it  was  drained  by  Herakles  by  means  of  a  canal,  which  still 
existed  in  his  time ;  and  in  the  same  way  the  walls  of  Tiryns- 
were  attributed  to  the  workmanship  of  the  Cyclopes :  in  both 
cases  an  existing  restdt  was  ascribed  to  mythical  causes,  be- 
cause those  which  actually  produced  it  were  forgotten.  The 
longstanding  enmity  of  the  people  of  Laconia  and  Messenia 
was  translated  into  myth  in  the  contest  between  the  Dioscuri 
and  Idas  and  Lynceus.  Nor  is  this  mode  of  explanation  con- 
fined to  tales  of  heroes.  Kivalries  and  disputes  of  deities. 
often  take  in  myth  the  place  of  the  quarrels  of  the  races  which 
they  respectively  protected :  the  victory  of  Apollo  over  Marsyas 
symbolises  the  supersession  of  barbarous  Phrygian  and  Lydian 
shepherds'  music  by  that  under  the  patronage  of  Apollo.  The 
contest  between  Apollo  and  Herakles  for  the  possession  of  the 
Delphic  tripod  is  probably  a  record  in  mythic  form  of  some 
actujEd  rivalry  between  the  cults  of  the  two;  and  especially 
the  family  legends,  recording  the  birth  of  the  ancestor  of  the 
race  from  some  deity,  usually  contain  real  history,  as  well  as- 
mere  myth. 

(5)  A  class  of  legends  on  which  light  has  been  thrown  of 
late  years  is  the  sBtiological  cultus-myths.  In  many  of  the 
sacred  places  of  Greece,  a  ritual  of  great  antiquity  was  practised^ 
the  meaning  of  which  was  lost,  so  that  acts  and  words  of 
worship  had  no  recognised  meaning.  To  a  people  so  intelligent 
and  inquisitive  as  the  Greeks  such  a  state  of  things  could  not 
be  satisfactory.  So  whether  consciously  or  unconsciously,  but 
certainly  with  no  intention  of  impiety,  the  priests  and  officials 
would  attach  to  the  rites  some  story  which  served  to  make 
them  more  intelligible.  This  method  of  interpretation  of  myth 
has  been  applied  by  Miss  Harrison  with  considerable  success 
to  some  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  Attic  myths,  in  par- 
ticular to  the  story  of  the  Daughters  of  Cecrops,  and  their 
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nursing  of  the  earth-born  child  Erichthonins.^  There  was  at 
the  Hersephoria  at  Athens  a  curious  custom  that  the  two 
Arrhephoric  maidens  took  upon  their  heads  a  sacred  box,  con- 
taining some  articles  the  nature  of  which  was  unknown  to 
them,  and  went  down  by  a  subterranean  passage  to  a  precinct 
not  far  from  that  of  Aphrodite  in  the  Gardens.  There  they 
deposited  their  burdens,  and  took  back  something  also  covered 
up.^  It  seems  likely  that  out  of  this  ceremony  arose  the  myth 
that  when  Erichthonius  was  confided  to  the  daughters  of  Cecrops 
by  Athena,  he  was  hidden  in  a  chest  which  they  were  forbidden 
to  open.  Two  of  them,  however,  Herse  and  Agraulos,  could 
not  restrain  their  curiosity,  and  peeping  into  the  chest  saw 
there  the  child  entwined  by  a  snake ;  and  this  curiosity  was 
punished  by  their  madness  and  death.  The  story  would 
obviously  have  a  good  effect  in  restraining  the  curiosity  of 
the  Arrhephoric  girls,  and  there  seems  justification  for  Miss 
Harrison's  assertion  that  it  owed  its  origin  to  ritual  mis- 
understood. 

Another  myth,  which  is  probably  setiological,  is  narrated  by 
Pausanias  in  connection  with  the  oultus  of  Ares  at  Tegea.  The 
deity  was  termed  ywaucoOolva^,  feasted  by  women,  and  his 
cult  was  confined  to  women.  These  cults  confined  to  one  sex 
are  a  common  fact  in  most  naturalist  religions,  and  we  must 
regard  as  extremely  improbable  from  the  historic  point  of  view 
the  local  story  that  the  cult  was  established  in  consequence  of 
a  victory  of  the  women  of  Tegea  over  the  Lacedaemonians.  It 
is  far  more  likely  that  the  tale  sprang  out  of  the  cultus  than 
that  the  cultus  arose  out  of  the  story. 

Sometimes  etiological  legends  sprang,  not  out  of  cultus,  but 
out  of  representations  in  art.  This  was  the  case,  according  to 
Milchhcefer  'with  most  of  the  Theban  stories  attached  to  the 
Sphinx,'  a  monster  which  was  certainly,  so  far  as  art-represen- 
tations go,  of  Egyptian  origin.  To  cite  instances  would,  how- 
ever, lead  us  too  far.  I  must  content  myself  with  one  fact. 
The  goddess  Hygieia  was  daughter  and  constant  attendant  of 
Asklepius,  and  appears  with  him  regularly  on  votive  reliefs  set 
up  to  the  healing  god  by  votaries  whom  he  had  cured.  We 
have,  however,  at  Oropus  and  Rhamnus  another  hero  of  healing 
who  takes  the  place  of  ABklepius,  and  appears  in  reliefs  in  the 

^  Mffthology  and  Monuments  of  Aneient  Athens,  p.  xxxilL 

*  Pansaniaii,  i.  27,  3. 

*  Athen,  MittkeiL  iv.  ;   ef.  Goblet  d*AWieUa,  Migration  de»  Sjfmbole9, 
p.  III. 
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same  form,  Amphiaraus.^  And  curiously  enough,  in  votive 
reliefs  dedicated  to  Amphiaraus,  Hygieia  appears  by  his  side. 
A  merely  artistic  association  of  form  has  led  to  her  transfer  to 
the  Amphiaraian  cultus. 

(6)  lliere  is  also  among  Greek  myths  a  class  which  may  best 
be  termed  ethical,  a  class  much  more  abundantly  represented 
in  some  other  mythologies  than  in  that  of  Hellas.  As  the 
meteorological  myth  starts  from  astronomic  fact,  and  the  cultus 
myth  from  the  facts  of  cultus,  so  the  ethical  myth  starts  from 
the  practical  necessities  of  life.  It  springs  from  a  human  need, 
either  social  or  spiritual,  and  is  adapted  to  satisfy  it. 

We  need  not  consider  the  devising  of  these  tales  as  a  religious 
fraud  j  rather  it  is  the  result  of  an  instinctive  perception  of  man- 
kind as  to  the  expedient,  an  action  of  the  heart  on  the  imagina- 
tion with  little  mediation  of  the  brain.  Thus  in  Argos  they 
made  a  slaughter  of  dogs,  /(wo^kt&s  ^ofyrrj,  in  the  dog-days  of 
fiammer,  and  justified  the  proceeding  by  a  myth ;  but  it  is  fair 
to  find  the  real  motive  in  sanitary  precaution.  So  the  whole 
athletic  training  of  the  Greeks,  though  pursued  in  later  times 
for  health  and  pleasure,  was  always  regarded  as  under  the 
special  patronage  of  the  gods,  and  hence  arose  myths,  how  at 
the  first  Olympic  festival  Apollo  had  defeated  Ares  in  boxings 
and  outrun  Hermes  in  the  stadium.  But  in  many  cases  the 
ethical  myths  resulted  from  deliberate  intention.  We  may 
instance  the  later  story  of  Prometheus  as  told  by  Hesiod,  and 
the  proposal  of  Plato  in  the  Republic  to  teach  the  citizens  of 
his  ideal  state  how  the  Gods  mingled  different  metals,  gold, 
silver,  copper,  and  iron  with  common  earth,  in  order  thence  to 
form  various  classes  of  the  community. 

Besides  stories  which  can  be  explained,  there  will  always  be 
a  certain  number  which  will  defy  rational  analysis;  and  it 
may  fairly  be  supposed  that  some  at  least  of  these  date  from 
extreme  antiquity,  and  are  part  of  that  mesh  of  meaningless 
or  almost  meaningless  stories  which  seem  to  please  thorough 
barbarians  in  all  regions,  such  as  the  African  beast-stories  and 
those  silly  and  never-ending  repetitions  which  delight  the  rude 
natives  of  Siberia.  The  proportion  wliich  these  mere  tradi- 
tional legends  bear  to  myths  based  on  symbolism  and  purpose  is 
a  matter  as  to  which  opinions  may  greatly  differ,  nor  is  it  safe 
to  pronounce  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject  until  it  has  been 
more  thoroughly  worked  out. 

Out  of  elements  thus  borrowed  from  many  sources,  and  amid 

^  Athen,  MittheiL  xviit.  254. 
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A  cloud  of  myths  good  and  bad,  we  see  the  Pantheon  of  the 
Greek  graduaJly  emerging,  and  constantly  gaining  in  clearness 
and  consistency.  On  the  whole  the  progpress  is  constantly  in 
the  direction  of  the  higher  anthropomorphism. 


CHAPTER  IV 

FORMATION  OF  THK  PANTHBON 

In  Greek  religion,  in  early  times,  two  processes  were  constantly 
^ing  on,  one  of  decay  and  comiption,  the  other  of  growth 
and  progress.  On  the  one  hand  the  religions  conceptions  of 
the  more  pure-blooded  of  the  Greeks  were  constantly  being 
mixed  and  adulterated  with  local,  foreign,  and  barbarous  ele- 
ments ;  on  the  other  hand  many  cults  were  rising  in  character, 
fis  the  nation  progressed  in  civilisation,  and  becoming  more  fit 
to  embody  the  highest  national  sentiments.  Amid  constant 
•changes  and  developments,  by  degrees  was  formed  something 
like  a  national  Pantheon.  But  beside  the  religion  of  the 
•educated,  of  the  wealthy  families,  the  poets,  and  the  artists, 
there  survived  a  number  of  cults  of  a  more  primitive  and  less 
•civilised  character.  It  is  safe  to  say  that,  on  the  whole,  so 
long  as  Greece  grew,  her  religion  grew  also,  and  local  cults 
had  far  more  tendency  to  rise  above  than  to  sink  below  their 
traditions.  At  Eleusis,  for  example,  we  can  certainly  trace  a 
rise  in  the  character  of  the  teaching  from  early  times,  a  rise 
which  seems  to  have  continued  in  this  case  even  into  the  times 
of  Greek  decline. 

Thus  in  most  cases  it  is  far  safer  to  suppose  that  the  national 
type  and  cultus  of  one  of  the  deities  of  Greece  would  be 
developed  from  an  amalgamation  of  local  cults  than  that  the 
local  cults  of  that  deity  should  be  degraded  offshoots  of  a 
•common  stem  of  tradition.  In  the  case  of  Apollo,  for  instance, 
Delos  and  Delphi,  Athens  and  Lycia,  all  contribute  elements 
towards  the  formation  of  a  national  or  standard  idea  of  the 
.god.  We  can  scarcely  suppose  that  the  contrary  process  has 
predominated,  that  a  pure  deity  of  Apolline  functions  brought 
with  them  by  the  Hellenes  when  they  came  to  their  seats  in 
Europe  has  been  variously  and  locally  corrupted  according  to 
the  tendencies  of  the  several  localities  where  he  obtained 
resting-places. 

This  is  of  course  one  of  the  main  differences  between  Aryan 
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and  Semitic,  between  natural  and  positive  religions.  Islam, 
for  instance,  which  is  the  clearest  type  of  positive  religions,  can 
Regenerate,  but  it  cannot  change  its  character  without  ceasing 
in  some  degree  to  be  Islam.  A  reform  in  it  is  a  reversion  to 
the  original  type.  Thus  it  is  cut  off  from  the  natural  processes 
of  growth  and  development,  and  preserved  by  the  spirit  of  its 
founder,  comparatively  unchanged,  amid  the  changes  going  on 
round  it  Aryan  and  natural  religions,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
perpetually  growing  and  constantly  changing  their  forms.  The 
processes  of  natural  selection  and  survival  of  the  fittest  go  on 
freely  in  their  case,  and  they  rise  and  decay  just  like  other 
institutions. 

I  propose  to  endeavour  to  trace  in  summary  fashion,  first, 
the  multiform  character  of  Greek  local  cult,  and  then  the 
fashion  in  which  the  national  Pantheon  emerged  from  it. 

The  common  notion  in  regard  to  Greek  paganism,  a  notion 
most  superficial  and  incorrect,  is  that  the  Greeks  in  general, 
throughout  their  history,  accepted  a  certain  hierarchy  of  deities 
■as  the  ruling  powers  in  the  world,  and  were  quite  at  one  as 
to  the  provinces  of  these  deities,  their  parentage,  and  their 
relations  one  to  the  other.  This  view  is  fostered  by  modem 
dictionaries  of  mythology.  But  it  is  quite  mistaken.  It  is  only 
by  degrees  that  anything  approaching  a  national  Pantheon 
arose  in  Greece,  the  mythologic  views  of  tribes  and  cities 
becoming  merged  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  general  Hellenic 
<x>nstruction. 

An  instructive  parallel  may  be  found  in  the  history  of  the 
Oreek  dialects.  In  early  Greece  each  town  or  district,  Argos, 
Elis,  BoBotia,  Euboea,  had  a  special  dialect;  but  by  degrees 
these  were  superseded  in  the  case  of  educated  people  by  the 
literary  dialect  which  arose  at  Athens,  though  they  still  sur- 
vived on  the  tongues  of  the  country  people.  In  the  same  way, 
by  degrees  something  like  a  national  Pantheon  arose  for  poetiy 
and  art,  for  Delphi  and  Athens  and  Olympia;  but  the  local 
€ultB  out  of  which  it  took  its  rise  still  survived  in  the  temples 
and  oracles  of  Greece,  even  to  the  days  of  the  rise  of  Chris- 
tianity. Indeed,  as  religion  is  more  conservative  than  language, 
local  cults  preserved  a  more  stubborn  independence  than  local 
dialects. 

If,  setting  aside  a  priori  notions,  we  consider  the  facts  of 
religious  culttts  as  they  appear  in  ancient  writers,  especially 
Pausanias,  we  shall  soon  find  that  the  myths  of  the  gods  were 
not  self-consistent,  and  that  their  cultus  varied  from  place  to 
place.     Instead  of  a  clearly  defined  system,  we  look  on  forms 
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as  fleeting  as  those  of  a  cloud.  Every  seat  of  worskip  in  Greece 
had  its  own  tales  and  its  own  customs,  and  recked  but  little 
whether  they  accorded  with  those  of  other  sacred  places. 
Often  the  tales  thus  locally  accepted  as  to  deities  were  quite 
at  variance  with  the  usual  place  of  those  deities  in  the  Olym- 
pian assembly.  One  legend  made  Apollo  the  son  of  Athena, 
another  made  Athena  the  daughter  instead  of  the  rival  of 
Poseidon.  In  the  tales  of  Eleusis,  Dionysus,  under  the  name 
lacchus,  was  probably  regarded  as  the  son  of  Persephone.  In 
the  local  religion  of  Arcadia,  the  chief  place  was  occupied  by 
a  deity  of  whom  we  hear  only  under  the  general  name  of  Des- 
poBna,  the  Mistress,  who  was  said  to  have  been  daughter  of 
Poseidon  and  Demeter,  though  other  legends  ascribed  to  the 
same  strangely  assorted  pair  of  parents  the  origin  of  the  horse 
Arion.  In  Thrace  and  Macedon  the  sun  was  regarded  as  be- 
longing to  Ares,  who  in  the  rest  of  Greece  was  looked  on  as 
a  semi-barbarous  war-god.  In  BcBotia,  the  place  of  Hades  as 
lord  of  the  under  world,  and  the  chthonic  gift  of  prophecy  was 
taken  by  Trophonius,  and  at  Oropus  the  same  functions  were 
assigned  to  Amphiaraus,  though  these  beings  were  not  regarded 
with  veneration  beyond  the  districts  where  their  cult  had  a 
home,  and  had  no  place  at  all  in  the  Hellenic  Pantheon.  That 
whole  Pantheon  seems  like  the  designs  seen  in  a  kaleidoscope, 
designs  which  consist  always  of  the  same  elements,  but  of  those 
elements  arranged  and  re-arranged  in  an  infinite  number  of 
ways. 

I  will  detail  a  few  instances  of  the  two  rules,  (i)  that  deities 
called  by  various  names  in  different  places  were  often  really 
identical  in  function ;  and  (2)  that  deities  called  by  the  same 
name  were  often  really  quite  different 

(i)  A  high  place  in  the  local  theology  of  Syracuse  was  held 
by  Arethusa,  of  whose  adventures  with  the  river-god  Alpheius 
we  have  stories  which  have  pleased  the  fancy  of  modem  poets 
and  so  are  well  known  to  every  one.  But  Arethusa  is  not 
clearly  to  be  distinguished  from  Artemis  in  the  guise  in 
which  she  was  worshipped  in  Peloponnese,  as  Potamia,  the 
river-goddess,  the  queen  of  nymphs,  unwearied  in  the  chase 
and  frequenting  the  thick  underwood.  But  on  the  other  hand 
this  Arcadian  Artemis  has  very  little  in  common  with  the 
Bceotian  or  Thessalian  Artemis,  of  whom  Hecate,  the  goddess 
of  spells  and  enchantments,  was  but  another  name,  or  with  the 
august  nature  goddess,  who  was  styled  Artemis  by  the  people 
of  Ephesus  and  Perga,  but  who  was  really  of  distinctly  Asiatic 
type,  and  a  very  near  relation  of  Gybele.    Thus  Artemis  takes 


FORMATION  OF  THE  PANTHXON  97 

on  her  at  various  places  the  nature  of  Arethusa  of  Hecate  and 
of  Cybele,  and  tales  which  might  be  appropriate  to  her  in  one 
of  these  characters  would  be  quite  inappropriate  in  the  other 
characters. 

The  Dioscuri  again,  in  their  capacity  of  mortal  heroes  of  the 
Spartan  race,  patrons  of  arms  and  chivalry,  are  doubles  of  the 
Messenian  twins  Idas  and  Lynceus,  with  whom  the  legend 
brings  them  into  conflict.  But  regarded  as  embodiment  of 
natimd  phenomena,  the  lights  which  shine  on  ships  in  the 
Mediterranean  in  stormy  weather,  the  Dioscuri  are  equivalents 
of  the  Cabeiri  of  Samothrace,  who  were  also  twins,  and  are  on 
coins  represented  in  exactly  the  same  guise  as  Castor  and 
Polydeuces.  In  yet  another  aspect  the  Dioscuri  are  the  stars 
of  morning  and  of  evening  which  shine  alternately  in  the 
heaven.  And  between  the  human  and  the  divine  aspects  of 
the  Dioscuri  there  is  no  easy  means  of  transition :  there  seems 
little  reason  why  the  national  heroes  of  the  very  uncommercial 
and  land-loving  Spartans  should  be  made  supreme  over  the 
winds  and  waves  of  the  iEgean  Sea,  to  still  them  at  will 

Of  all  the  Greek  deities  Zeus  occupies,  as  is  natural,  the 
most  stable  position.  His  character  should  vary  least  from 
place  to  place ;  he,  if  any  of  the  dwellers  on  Olympus,  should 
preserve  universally  his  national  and  epic  type.  And  yet  we 
find  in  many  parts  of  the  Greek  world  forms  of  Zeus  which 
widely  depart  from  this  type.  Athenaeus  ^  tells  us  of  a  Zeus 
Peloros  worshipped  in  Thessaly  apparently  as  a  chthonic  giant 
whose  movements  caused  the  earthquakes  which  often  changed 
the  features  of  the  district ;  that  is,  performing  the  part  else- 
where given  to  the  giants  or  to  Poseidon.  In  Argos,  a  city 
where  we  should  expect  to  find  genuine  Hellenic  influence 
strong,  we  find  a  cultus  of  a  Zeus  with  three  eyes,  a  monster 
whom  we  cannot  for  a  moment  imagine  as  taking  a  throne 
in  the  Olympian  assembly.  We  may  fancy  the  contempt  of 
Athena  and  the  bitter  speeches  of  Hera  if  so  unseemly  an 
apparition  attempted  to  rule  the  tumults  of  heaven. 

(2)  And  not  only  did  local  forms  of  the  Olympic  deities 
clothe  themselves  in  barbaric  statues,  and  exercise  functions 
which  seem  inconsistent  with  their  true  nature,  but  they  were 
even  formally  recognised  as  distinct  entities  from  other  local 
forms  of  the  same  deities.  Thus  in  a  treaty  of  which  the  text 
is  still  extant  ^  the  Latians  of  Crete  take  an  oath  both  by  Zeus 
Cretagenes  and  Zeus  Tallseus,  as  if  they  were  two  beings.     We 

1  xiv.  p.  639.  *  C.  L  Q.  2554, 1.  176, 
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tead  in  Xenoplion's  account  of  his  own  journeys,  that  on  his 
return  from  Persia  he  sacrificed  freely  to  Zeus  Soter  and  Zeus 
Basileus ;  but  that  while  he  was  staying  at  lAmpsacus  he  was 
warned  by  a  diviner  that  Zeus  Meilichius  was  displeased  with 
him  for  not  having  done  him  more  honour,  as  if  this  third 
form  of  Zeus  were  an  absolutely  distinct  being  from  the  other 
two.i  Xenophon  also  founded  in  Peloponnese  a  temple  to 
Artemis  Ephesia,  regarding  her  evidently  as  another  being  than 
the  Artemis  Limnatis  who  had  already  so  many  shrines  in  that 
district  So  it  is  recorded  in  Suetonius'  life  of  Augustus  ^  that 
the  Emperor  offended  Jupiter  Capitolinus  by  paying  too  much 
attention  to  Jupiter  Tonans.  Facts  like  these  show  how  deities 
tended  to  confine  themselves  to  their  various  temples,  so  that 
religion  constantly  tended  to  lapse  towards  idolatry.  It  will 
be  well  known  to  many  that  among  the  peasantry  of  Catholic 
countries,  notably  Italy,  there  is  at  this  day  a  similar  rivalry 
between  the  Madonna  of  one  village  and  the  Madonna  of 
another,  which  causes  not  only  heartburnings,  but  not  unfre- 
quently  deeds  of  violence. 

In  Greece  inspiration  was  not  confined  to  one  person  or  to 
.  one  series  of  persons,  but  regarded  as  belonging  to  all  who  had 
communion  with  any  of  the  gods.  The  Pythian  priestess  was 
inspired,  but  it  never  occurred  to  a  Greek  to  form  the  Pythian 
rescripts  into  a  sacred  volume  and  then  to  consecrate  that  book 
as  an  infallible  source  of  wisdom  and  truth.  There  was,  so  to 
speak,  free  trade  in  inspiration.  If  any  one  chose  to  go  to  Zeus 
at  Dodona  or  Trophonius  at  Lebadeia  instead  of  to  the  Delphic 
Apollo  he  was  likely  to  get  a  reply  of  not  much  less  value  than 
those  received  from  the  more  celebrated  sanctuary.  The  sooth- 
sayer who  consulted  the  flight  of  birds  or  inspected  the  entrails 
of  victims  sacrificed  was  as  good  an  authority  as  genuine  works, 
or  works  regarded  as  genuine,  by  Orpheus  or  Mussbus.  The 
poet  among  ourselves  sometimes  tfdks  of  his  inspiration,  but 
this  is  not  taken  seriously,  is  only  a  fanciful  form  of  speech. 
But  the  Greek  poet  whose  prayer  was  heard  and  answered  by 
the  ready  Muse  was  reckoned  as  really  inspired. 

Thus  the  various  cults  in  Greece  had  a  fair  field  and  no 
favour.  They  grew  slowly  or  fast  according  to  the  influences 
which  came  to  bear  on  them.  Some  were  taken  up  and  woven 
like  threads  into  the  peplos  of  Greek  national  religion.  Some 
remained  obscure,  or  were  discredited  and  died  away.  Some 
were  rendered  comparatively  unchanging  through  being  em- 

.  ^  Anabasis,  yiU  8,  4.  ^  c.  91. 
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balmed  -  in  outward  ceremonies  and  Qbservancea,  or  in  9pm^ 
noteworthy  work  of  art  Others  wi&re  shifting  an4  chai^ging 
from  age  to  age.  Some  making  their  way  from  abroad  grew 
more  and  more  at  x>ne  with  Hellenic  feelings  and  beliefs  untU 
they  assumed  quite  a  national  character.  Others,  |;hough 
bom  in  Greece,  never  reached  the  level  of  the  best  national 
life,  but  remained  as  fragments  of  alien  and  unassimilated 
matter  in  the  midst  of  the  stream  of  the  religious  life  of  the 
people. 

There  were  of  course  in*  Greece  deities  of  the  state,  whom 
to  worship  was  part  of  patriotism;  and  there  were  family 
deities,  and  deities  of  the  tribe.  But  outside  this  correct 
religion,  and  more  and  more  prominently  as  social  life  decayed, 
there  was,  so  to  say,  a  perfectly  free  competition  among  the 
Greek  deities  for  votaries,  and  those  best  succeeded  who  best 
met  the  needs  of  worshippers.  In  some  early  representations  of 
the  judgment  of  Paris,  the  goddesses  before  him  are  competing 
not  in  beauty,  but  with  gifts ;  and,  in  fact,  this  idea  so  strongly 
penetrated  the  story  that  it  marks  even  the  most  modern  of 
versions  of  it,  Tennyson's  CEnone,  In  the  same  way  the  Greeks 
were  disposed  to  pay  most  honour  to  that  one  of  the  gpdp  ivl^o 
gave  them  the  best  ^fts.  Kivalry  of  one  another  in  the 
esteem  and  in  the  offerings  of  mortal  men  marks  the  Greek 
deities  in  the  Homeric  poems,  and  such  rivalry  continued 
until  the  Greek  religion  was  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Such  rivalry  might  take  a  very  open  and  naive  fonn.  A 
votary  might  wander  from  shrine  to  shrine,  asking  help  at  the 
hands  of  one  deity  after  another,  and  if  help  came  anywhere 
that  would  seem  the  best  of  all  reasons  for  accounting  the 
deity  through  whom  it  came  the  most  beneficent  and  the  most 
powerful  of  the  gods,  whether  that  deity  were  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  established  of  the  inhabitants  of  Olympus,  or 
some  quite  new  importation  from  abroad.  Every  reader  of 
Herodotus  will  remember  how,  when  meditating  a  war  against 
Persia,  Croesus  sent  embassies  to  all  the  chief  oracles  of 
the  ancient  world  asking  the  same  question,  in  prder  that  he 
might  compare  the  answers.  He  set  oracle  bidding  against 
OTsude,  as  in  our  days  men  set  builder  competing  against  builder, 
or  printer  against  printer.  And  when  the  Delphic  Oracle 
fairly  won  in  the  open  competition,  Croesus  made  it  by  his  lavish 
gifts  the  wealthiest  shrine  in  the  whole  world.  '  By  a  similar 
success  in  meeting  actual  demands  other  temples  in  Greece 
rose  into  wealth  and  splendour,  and  as  they  rose  thus,  the  local 
tales  of  which  they  were  the  outward  and  visible  conseci^tion 
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became  more  widely  known,  and  were  incorporated  into  the 
body  of  the  national  theology. 

A  clear  instance  of  the  value  to  the  fame  and  honour  of 
deities  of  definite  gifts  bestowed  on  men  will  be  foimd  in  the 
history  of  the  cults  of  the  three  goddesses,  Hera,  Artemis,  and 
Aphrodite.  In  Homeric  times  Hera  appears  as  incomparably 
the  greatest  goddess  of  the  three.  Artemis  she  whips  with  her 
own  bowstring,  and  Aphrodite  is  the  mark  of  her  continual 
scorn  and  jests.  And  Hera,  as  the  stately  goddess  of  wedded 
life  and  the  rights  of  matrimony,  including  even  the  bestowal 
of  children  on  her  worshippers,  would  naturally  be  an  object  of 
veneration  to  Greek  women.  Yet  we  find  in  later  Greece  the 
cultus  of  Hera  by  no  means  very  prominent.  To  take  a  simple 
test,  five  or  six  cities  in  Greece  proper  place  Aphrodite  or 
Artemis  on  their  coins  for  every  city  which  accords  that  honour 
to  Hera.  A  simple  explanation  of  this  curious  phenomenon 
may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  though  Hera  had  good  gifts  to 
bestow  they  were  less  attractive  than  those  of  her  yoimger 
rivals,  of  whom  Artemis  was  especially  invoked  amid  the  perils 
of  child-birth,  while  Aphrodite  was  the  bestower  of  fortune 
in  love. 

Coming  down  to  a  later  time,  a  cult  which  continually  gained 
ground  in  Greece  and  never  lost  it  was  that  of  Asklepius. 
Health  is  among  all  nations  the  best  of  good  gifts  of  heaven, 
and  at  a  time  when  society  was  sick,  and  men  were  losing  their 
pristme  vigour  and  energy,  their  search  after  health  became 
keener  and  more  absorbing.  Hence  the  rapid  spread  of  the 
cultus  of  the  god  of  healing.  In  the  period  of  Greek  great- 
ness before  Alexander,  we  do  not  hear  very  much  about 
Asklepius.^  But  after  Greek  ideas  had  conquered  Asia,  in  the 
time  of  the  Diadochi,  Asklepius  was  one  of  the  deities  whose 
cultus  took  deep  root  in  the  forelands  of  Asia.  This  process  wa& 
aided  by  political  reasons,  since  Pergamon,  the  capital  of  the 
wealthy  and  powerful  Attalid  kings,  had  been  from  the  first  de- 
voted to  the  adoration  of  Asklepius.  So  the  Asiatic  temples  of 
the  god,  which  were  always  thronged  with  multitudes  waiting 
for  advice  and  healing  dreams,  grew  vast  and  wealthy;  and 
the  lustre  won  by  Asklepius  in  Asia  was  reflected  back  on  hi& 
European  seats,  Epidaurus  in  particular,  which  city  became  in 
a  manner  entirely  sacred  to  him.  And  thus  the  tales  about  hi» 
birth  and  his  life  became  a  part  of  the  generally  recognised 

^  His  worship  was  unknown  at  Atliens  till  B.c.  420  when  be  was  intro- 
duced from  Epidaurus. 
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mythology  of  Greece,  and  with  Asklepius,  his  daughter  Hygieia, 
and  his  mother  Coronis  attained  high  rank  in  Olympus. 

I  cannot  attempt  to  show  in  detail  how,  out  of  the  unformed 
and  miscellaneous  suhstance  of  Greek  local  and  tribal  legend 
and  usage,  the  Hellenic  Pantheon  was  built  up.  Herodotus, 
in  a  well-known  passage,  says  that  the  work  of  construction 
was  mainly  accomplished  by  Homer  and  Hesiod ;  and  in  this 
statement  there  is  beyond  any  doubt  a  great  deal  of  truth. 
The  works  which  passed  under  the  names  of  Mussbus,  Orpheus, 
and  the  rest,  were  no  doubt,  as  Herodotus  implies,  of  latmr  date 
than  the  great  epics.  When  the  recitation  of  the  Homeric 
poems  at  festivals  became  usual,  and  still  more  when  they 
became  the  ordinary  subjects  taught  in  Greek  schools,  they 
acquired  a  predominance  in  the  minds  of  the  average  Greek 
gentleman  which  nothing  could  shake.  And  yet  to  such. pre- 
dominance there  must  have  been  local  exceptions.  We  can 
scarcely  imagine  the  people  of  Ephesus  or  Perga  allowing 
currency  to  the  story  that  Hera  whipped  Artemis  with  her  own 
bow,  or  the  people  of  Argos  accepting  the  tale  that  Hera  was 
hung  from  Olympus  in  chains;  and  in  fact,  of  such  local 
prejudice  we  have  an  instance  in  the  interpolation  of  the 
passage  in  honour  of  Hecate  in  the  Hesiodic  Theogony. 

Homer  and  Hesiod  did  not  invent  names  for  the  gods,  or 
arbitrarily  assign  them  fimctions.  There  are  in  the  lists  of 
Hesiod  many  cases  in  which  divinity  is  ascribed  to  arbitrary 
impersonations,  such  as  Ilovos  and  Ma^^,  and  in  such  cases  the 
poet  may  actusJly  have  been  the  creator  of  the  personalities  on 
whom  he  bestows  the  name.  But  of  course  no  poet  of  the 
Homeric  or  the  Hesiodic  school  either  invented  the  name  or 
determined  the  functions  of  any  of  the  greater  deities,  Zeus  or 
Apollo  or  Poseidon,  or  even  Cronus  or  Rhea.  All  that  any  of 
those  poets  did  was  to  exercise  a  certain  power  of  selection,  to 
choose  among  the  names  and  the  personalities  of  the  gods 
handed  down  from  remote  generations,  and  introduce  among 
them  by  degrees,  one  poet  working  on  the  basis  of  another, 
a  sort  of  system  or  hierarchy.  They  chose  certain  deities  and 
certain  legends,  and  built  for  them  an  eternal  temple  of  echoing 
song,  to  protect  them  for  ever  from  change  and  from  dissolu- 
tion ;  and  the  result  is  patent  to  all  those  who  know  anything 
of  Greek  history ;  it  was  the  formation  of  a  sort  of  normal  or 
standard  scheme  of  Greek  mythology,  which  was  acknowledged^ 
more  or  less,  by  all  the  better  educated  and  more  intelligent 
of  the  Greeks,  whether  they  dwelt  on  the  native  soil  of  Hellas, 
amid  the  fertile  fields  of  Italy,  on  the  slopes  in  which  Libya 
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b'reftkfii  down  to  the  Mediterranean,'  or  m  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  barbarous  Scythians  of  the  steppes  by  the  Euxine  Sea. 

Every  Greek  whd  was  born  above  the  ranks  of  the  sordidly 
poot  went  to  school  during  boyhood ;  and  at  every  Greek 
school  th^  Homerib  and  Hesiodic  poems  were  made  the  text- 
book of  education.  With  them  were  associated  the  poems  of 
the  later  lyrical  poets,  such  as  Pindar  and  Simonides,  and  of  the 
gnomic  writeite;  bolt  Homer  and  Hesiod  always  remained  the 
chief  source  whence  came  the  Greek  ideas  as  to  the  hierarchy 
and  the  fiihctiotis  of  the  gods.  And  the  training  thus  imparted 
in  youth  was  confirmed  and  consolidated,  day  by  day,  by  the 
pow^r  of  the  second  education  which  every  Greek  went  through, 
eilucJatioii  of  the  mind  through  the  eyes,  by  observation  of  the 
innumerable  works  of  art  which  filled  all  Hellenic  cities.  In 
art,. the  poetic  view  of  the  gods,  started  by  Homer  and  Hesiod, 
and  carried  on  by  Pindar  and  Simonides,  and  the  other  great 
poets  of  early  Greece,  was  in  the  main  accepted  and  carried 
out  What  wonder  then  if  the  Greeks  held  fast  those  notions 
\as  to  the  gods  which  were  instilled  into  their  minds  in  child- 
hood, and  which  were  enforced  every  day  by  the  testimony  of 
poetry  and  art  ? 

/  The  Homeric  and  Hcsiodic  poems  were  thus  the  first  and 
most  prominent  cause  of  the  formation  of  a  Pantheon,  yet  the 
/pantheon  did  not  remain  altogether  at  the  Homeric  stage,  but 
went  on  changing  and  developing.  In  fact,  every  poet  who 
dealt  with  mythology  exercised  upon  the  fabric  of  it  some 
influenca  Perhaps  this  is  most  notable  in  the  case  of  Stesi- 
chorus  the  Sicilian  poet,  who  flourished  in  the  sixth  century. 
Several  instieince£r  are  recorded  in  which  he  purposely  innovated 
6n  the  received  mythical  versions  of  events.  In  one  of  his 
pdemshe  had  spoken  severely  of  Helen,  describing  the  daughters 
of  Tyndareos  as  being  made,  by  a  special  curse  of  Aphrodite, 
SiyaJMov^  T€  Kdl  rpiydfiov^  koi  kiwtcrdvopas.  Helen  in  anger 
smote  the  poet  with  blindness,  and  to  appease  her  he  wrote  a 
reclintatioh  or  palinode  in  which  he  invented  or  revived  the 
tale-  that  Helen  never  really  went  to  Troy  at  all,  but  that  it 
tvas  only  h^r  ecSluXoi/j  or  image,  which  Paris  carried  thither 
over  the  sea.  On  this  the  poet  recovered  his  sight;  and  it 
is  evident  that  those  who  believed  the  tale  about  Stesichorus 
troiild  Ihere^tfter  deal  with  stories  about'  Helen  in  a  cautious 
mood;  '  Iii  anotheir  po^ni,  speaking  of  the  sto^y  of  Artemis  and 
Aetsebh',  St^ichorus  rationalised  it  by  asserting  that  Act^eon 
wais  not  turned  int6  k'stag,  biit  that  the  goddess  cast  over  him 
the  ^kiii  of  a'slAg,  in  order  to  make  the- dogs  attack  him;     And 


FORMATION    OF   THE    PANTHEON  16$ 

in  later  days  Pausanias,^  commenting  on  the  poem  of  Stesi- 
chorus,  obeerves  that  for  his  part  he  does  not  see  that  the  inter* 
vention  of  the  goddess  was  necessary  at  all,  since  the  dogs  may 
yery  well  apart  from  her  have  gone  mad,  and  torn  their  master 
without  recognising  him. 

Not  inferior  to  me  influence  of  successive  poets  on  the  ideas 
formed  by  the  Greeks  of  their  various  deities  was  the  influence 
exerted  by  the  great  sculptors  and  painters,  Polygnotus  and 
Pheidias,  Zeuxis  and  Praxiteles.  This  is  a  subject  of  vast 
extent  Overbeck  has  attempted  to  give  a  systematic  account 
of  the  successive  manners  of  representing  in  art  the  gods  of 
the  Pantheon,  and  the  scale  on  which  he  has  found  himself 
obliged  to  work  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  his  account 
of  the  representations  in  art  of  Zeus  alone  occupies  600  large 
octavo  pages.  Of  each  deity,  after  all  the  wrecks  of  time, 
there  exist  scores,  nay  hundreds,  of  variant  representations^ 
each  of  which  bears  the  mark  of  a  period,  a  city,  and  a  school. 

For  the  sake  of  illustration,  and  of  illustration  merely,  I  will 
give  two  examples,  the  flrst  of  conservatism,  the  second  of 
innovation  in  the  artistic  types  of  the  gods. 

In  the  case  of  Artemis  more  than  in  that  of  any  other  Greek 
deity  the  early  artistic  representations  bear  an  Oriental  impress. 
It  was  the  custom  of  the  sculptors  of  Babylon  and  Syria  to 
represent  their  deities  as  winged  to  signify  their  swiftness,  and 
as  strangling  in  their  arms  beasts  and  monsters,  perhaps  evil 
spirits  in  beast-like  shape,  to  signify  their  strength.  When 
Artemis  first  appears  on  Greek  monuments  she  is  usually 
winged,  and  grasps  in  each  hand  a  beast  which  she  has  over- 
powered, lion,  panther  or  stag.  A  good  example  is  offered  by 
the  bronze  plate  from  Olympia.^  To  Oriental  workmen  it  was 
natural  thus  to  add  externally  to  the  forms  of  their  deities 
emblems  of  their  supernatural  powers.  But  the  Greek  artist 
as  naturally  strove  to  incorporate  his  symbolism  in  the  statue 
of  the  deity,  and  not  merely  to  add  it  as  a  supplement.  Take 
a  quite  late  Greek  representation  of  Artemis,  the  well-known 
Artemis  of  the  Louvre.  Here  swiftness  and  power  are  ad 
clearly  indicated  as  in  the  archaic  childish  figure.  But  they 
are  indicated  in  quite  another  fashion,  in  the  way  of  Greek 
plastic  art  The  swiftness  of  the  goddess  is  clearly  shown  by 
her  attitude  and  by  the  length  and  suppleness  of  her  limbs. 
Her  power  oVe*  beasts  is  represented  by  her  arrows  and  by  the 
stag  on  which  she  lays  a  hand,  and  which  is  the  lineal  descen- 

1  ix.  2,  4.  *  Overbeolr,  Ori^ok.  Ptaitik,  L  p.  ii^. 
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dant  of  the  wild  creatures  of  the  early  representation.  The 
deity  is  now  really  translated  from  Babylonish  into  Greek. 

This  then  is  an  instance  of  conservatism  in  the  representa- 
tions of  the  gods :  let  us  take  another  instance  to  show  innova- 
tion. In  early  art  the  god  Hermes  appears  very  frequently^ 
and  almost  always  in  one  connection.  He  acts  as  the  herald, 
the  messenger  of  the  gods,  who  sees  that  the  decrees  of  Zeus 
are  carried  out  on  earth.  So  he  is  represented  like  a  herald, 
as  a  staid  and  mature  bearded  man,  always  busily  occupied 
with  the  functions  assigned  him  in  the  scheme  of  Olympus.^ 
Presently  to  the  Greeks  Hermes  became  in  a  special  way  the 
patron  of  athletic  sports,  his  figure  decked  the  gymnasia,  and 
he  himself  became  the  type  of  all  that  an  athlete  should  be. 
If  we  come  down  to  the  time  of  Praxiteles  we  shall  find  that 
he  still  represented  Hermes  as  busy  in  the  service  of  the  gods, 
in  fact,  as  carrying  the  newly  born  child  Dionysus  to  the 
nymphs,  who  brought  him  up  by  the  decree  of  Zeus.  But  the 
type  of  the  god  is  entirely  changed  under  athletic  influence. 
He  is  no  longer  a  grave  herald,  but  a  beautiful  Athenian  youth 
in  the  very  flower  of  his  strength  and  energy.  Let  us  come 
down  another  century  to  the  wonderful  bronze  Hermes  of 
Herculaneum.  In  him  all  trace  of  the  heral<l,  of  the  serious 
man  of  business  has  vanished  :  we  find  instead  a  youth  whose 
agile  limbs  seem  made  for  the  race.  He  is  the  very  impersona- 
tion of  swiftness  and  agility,  a  consummate  athlete,  the  only 
trace  of  his  divinity  visible  lying  in  the  wings  of  his  feet,  sole 
relic  of  early  symbolism. 

These  two  instances  must  suffice  to  illustrate  the  power  of 
art  in  forming  the  popular  conceptions  of  the  deities;  what 
met  the  eyes  of  the  artistic  and  imaginative  Greek  in  the 
market-place  and  the  street,  the  temple  and  stoa  could  not  fail 
to  mould  his  thoughts  and  to  shape  his  religious  feelings. 

We  must  not  forget  that  Homer  represents  the  Ionian  and 
Achtean,  but  not  the  Dorian  section  of  the  Greek  race.  In  the 
Epic  poems  those  deities  and  those  elements  of  religion  which 
Greece  owed  mainly  to  the  Dorians  are  omitted  or  appear  in 
the  background.  For  example,  the  religious  veneration  of 
ancestors  is  scarcely  Homeric,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  Homer 
takes  a  lower  view  of  the  world  after  death  than  was  usual 
among  the  Dorians.  Of  this  ancestor-worship  I  have  already 
spoken.     But  it  remains  to  speak  of  other  influences  which, 

*  So  very  oommonly  on  black  and  early  red-figured  vases.    See  Gerhard, 
A%t$erleiene  Vatenbildery  passim. 
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after  the  Homeric  age,  tended  to  produce  unity  in  the  religious 
ideas  of  the  various  Greek  stems  and  cities,  and  so  to  evolve  a 
national  Pantheon.  Conspicuous  among  these  influences  are 
those  of  the  Great  Games — Olympia,  Pythia  and  the  like — of 
the  Mysteries  of  Eleusis,  and  of  the  oracles,  especially  that  of 
Delphi :  of  these  we  must  successively  speak. 

A  strong  and  lasting  tie,  which  bound  together  all  Hellenes 
into  a  certain  religious  unity,  was  the  Great  Games  of  Greece,  the 
Olympia,  Pythia,  Nemea,  and  Isthmia.  Of  the  great  influence 
exercised  by  these  festivals  on  the  physical  development  of  the 
Greeks,  on  their  commerce,  their  art,  and  their  institutions  we 
cannot  here  speak.  What  now  concerns  us  is  the  influence 
exercised  by  the  festivals  already  named,  and  those  other  festi- 
vals like  them  held  at  the  shrine  of  the  Branchidse  at  Miletus, 
at  Delos,  at  the  temple  of  the  Lacinian  Hera  in  South  Italy 
and  elsewhere,  on  the  religious  beliefs  of  the  Greeks.  That 
such  influence  was  profound  and  lasting  we  cannot  doubt.  We 
are  apt,  in  reviewing  in  our  minds  the  outward  circumstances 
of  festivals  like  the  Olympia  and  the  Isthmia,  to  forget  their 
intensely  religious  cast.  But  the  religious  element  would  never 
be  lost  sight  of  by  all  the  thousands  who  thronged  to  them. 
In  honour  of  the  gods  the  sacrifices  were  oflered  with  which  the 
festivals  began  and  ended.  And  in  fact,  according  to  a  very 
plausible  theory,  even  the  physical  contests,  which  were  the 
chief  feature  of  the  festivals,  were  the  direct  descendants  of 
bloody  human  sacrifices  which  were  at  the  same  spot  offered 
in  pre-historic  times.  Nor  could  any  Greek  pay  a  visit  to 
Olympia  or  to  Delphi  at  the  time  of  the  games  without  carry- 
ing away  a  lively  feeling  of  veneration  for  the  deities  to  whom 
those  spots  were  sacred,  and  a  fresh  memory  of  the  religious 
myths  by  which  such  possession  was  explained  or  justified. 
The  Homeric  Hi/mn  to  the  Delian  Apollo  belongs  essentially  to 
the  panegyris  of  the  lonians,  who  met  at  the  sacred  island  in 
solenm  festival :  at  the  panegyris  it  would  be  on  all  lips.  And 
in  that  hymn  how  much  there  is  of  theology  in  the  Greek  if 
not  in  the  modern  sense  of  the  word  !  How  near  it  seems  to 
bring  Apollo  to  all  who  partake  of  his  sacred  hospitality. 

Such,  then,  was  one  of  the  functions  of  the  great  agonistic 
festivals  of  ancient  times,  in  making  the  deities  in  whose 
honour  they  were  held,  Zeus  and  Hera,  Poseidon  and  Apollo, 
the  common  possession  of  all  who  took  part  in  the  festivals^ 
And  a  similar  function  in  relation  to  the  worship. of  the  great 
chthonic  deities,  Demeter  and  Persephone  and  lacchus,  was 
performed  by  those  Eleusinian  Mysteries  which,  in  the  course 
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of  Greek  history,  we  see  gaining  rapidly  in  importance  and 
spreading  in  influence,  until  from  being  as  at  first  the  private 
possession  of  the  Eumolpidse,  they  became  successively  Attic, 
Hellenic,  and  even  cosmopolitan.  And  in  this  case  the 
influence  on  religious  belief  is  even  more  direct  and  striking 
than  in  the  case  of  the  great  games,  since,  as  we  know,  theologic 
doctrine  was  certainly  taught  to  those  who  were  initiated  : 
doctrine  mainly  mythologic,  but  involving  distinctly  the 
belief  in  a  future  life  and  in  future  rewards  and  punish- 
mehts.  All  the  Greeks  believed  in  the  existence  of  the  soul 
after  the  burial  and  decay  of  the  body,  but  this  is  a  doctrine 
common  to  all  barbarous  peoples,  and  not  essentially  either 
moral  or  immoral ;  but  under  the  influence  of  Eleusis  the 
doctrine  of  the  future  life  took  a  higher  and  more  moral  tone, 
and  became  distinctly  Hellenic,  casting  away  the  swaddling* 
bands  of  its  barbaric  origin. 

Another  institution  which  tended  to  give  to  the  Greeks  as 
such  a  national  religion  was  that  of  the  oracles,  more  especially 
the  greatest  of  the  oracles,  that  of  Apollo  at  Delphi.  Every 
one  who  is  even  passably  acquainted  with  Greek  history  knows 
how  important  a  pait  in  the  affairs  of  states  was  played  by  the 
responses  of  the  Pythian  god.  If  a  war  was  intended,  a 
colony  on  a  distant  shore  planned,  a  policy  under  discussion, 
in  every  case  Delphi  might  be  consulted.  The  Spartans  were 
especially  tenacious  of  this  religious  custom,  and  more  than 
once  was  the  course  of  their  affairs  changed  by  a  Pythian 
rescript  And  not  only  states  but  also  private  individuals  were  in 
the  habit  of  seeking  a  way  out  of  their  difficulties  by  calling  to 
their  aid  the  unmeasured  wisdom  of  A^xjllo.  The  days  of 
those  who  had  nothing  but  contempt  for  the  oracles  of  Greece, 
or  even  fancied  that  the  power  which  inspired  them  was  not 
divine  but  diabolic,  have  passed  away,  and  few  people  would 
now  hesitate  to  allow  that  their  influence  was  on  the  Ivhole 
directed  to  good.  On  the  whole,  by  consulting  them,  states 
became  wis^r  and  more  just,  and  even  private  individuals 
learned  lessons  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  though  of  course  in  the 
responses  delivered  to  them  there  must  have  been  more  or  less 
of  deception.  And  not  only  did  the  existence  of  the  oracles 
tend  on  the  whole  to  the  improvement  of  morality,  but  they 
also  tended  greatly  to  produce  unity  in  the  religious  beliefs 
of  Greece.  In  them  all  Greeks  alike  could  hear  the  voice  of 
the  national  divinities,  and  the  numerous  deputations  from  all 
parts  of  Greece  which  were  constantly  jostling  one  another  in 
thd  courts  df  the  Delphic  temple  must  have  realised  on  such 
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occasions,  if.  neveif  before,  that  Apollo  was  the  leader  and 
inspirer  of  all  alike. 

At  the  time  of  the  Persian  wars  the  influence  of  Delphi 
had  begun  to  decline.  And  by  temporising,  Medising  as  the 
Greeks  called  it,  at  that  supreme  crisis  of  history  Delphi  lost 
for  ever  it^  undisputed  place  at  the  head  of  Greek  religion. 
That  place  was  to  some  extent  taken  by  the  city  which  then 
assumed  the  lead  in  all  intellectual  and  moral  matters,  Athens. 
The  greJEit  deity  of  Athens,  Athena,  became  to  some  extent 
the  patron  of  Hellas ;  and  about  her  the  Athenians  ranged  a 
series  of  th^  twelve  greater  gods,  Zeus  and  Hera,  Poseidon  and 
Demeter,  Apollo  and  Artemis,  Hephaestus  and  Athena,  Ares 
and  Aphrodite,  Hermes  and  Hestia.  This  list  does  not  differ 
greatly  from  that  which  might  be  extracted  from  Homer ;  the 
chief  discrepancy  is  the  omission  of  Leto  and  the  insertion  of 
Hestia.  But  if  we  turn  to  other  centres  of  Greek  religion, 
we  find  systems  of  deities  greatly  differing  from  that  of  Athens. 
At  .Olympia,  for  instance,  in  the  list  of  twelve  greater  gods, 
Demeter,  Ares,  Aphrodite,  Hephaestus,  and  Hestia  are  omitted, 
and  in  their  place  we  find  Cronus  and  Rhea,  Dionysus,  Alpheus, 
and  the  Charite& 

After  speaking  of  the  growth  of  national  Greek  religion,  we 
should  perhaps  say  a  few  words  as  to  its  decline  and  decay. 
This  is  a  subject  which  it  is  impossible  to  treat  in -a  satisfactory 
way  without  speaking  of  Greek  philosophy  and  other  subjects 
which  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  present  work. 
We  must  content  ourselves  with  a  very  few  words. 

The  fact  is  that  as  Greek  thought  and  civilisation  progressed, 
the  educated  classes  in  Greece  outgrew  their  religion.  Poly- 
theism is  necessarily  less  elastic  as  a  system  than  monotheism, 
less  capable  of  bemg  modified  in  accordance  with  growing 
civilisation,  and  of  being  remoulded  by  philosophy  and  science. 
If  therd  be  many  deities,  there  cannot  be  unity  of  plan  in  the 
universe,  nor  can  it  be  governed  by  fixed  lawa  Even  in 
Homer  we  may  see  the  beginnings  of  monotheism,  which  gradu- 
ally spread,  until  in  the  fifth  century  rc.  thinking  men  were 
practically  monotheistd.  Hence  the  conflict  between  morality 
and  religion  which  is  d\frelt  on  in  the  Republic  of  Plato.  At 
that  time  the  old  paganism  survived  in  the  beliefs,  of  the 
nheducaied,  and  it  lived  on  in  a  modified  form  in  poetry 
and  art ;  but  its  vital  force  was  gone,. and  it  only  awaited  the 
dea^i-l^low  of  a  great  crisis.  - 

^Thfrt  criAis  cilme  in  the  da^d  6f  Alexltnder  the  Great.  Wheil 
the  Greeks  became  liiaist^ts  6i<  the  i^^ldj  it  soon  breathe  cleaif 
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that  they  had  no  satisfactory  religion  to  offer  to  mankind.  The 
religion  of  their  lower  classes  was  of  a  local  and  tribal  kind, 
or  at  most  national  The  Greeks  could  not  present  to  bar- 
barous peoples  their  own  religious  system  as  one  to  put  in  the 
place  of  all  others.  They  could  not  bid  the  conquered  races 
throw  their  idols  to  the  moles  and  the  bats,  and  worship  Zeus 
and  Athena.  Greek  religion  was  for  Greeks,  and  not  for 
mankind. 

Thus  when  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  Greek  world  was 
shifted  eastward,  the  national  religion  of  Greece  was  fatally 
iojured.  In  its  old  seats  in  Greece  and  Asia,  and  even  in  the 
new  cities  founded  by  the  Macedonians,  it  lingered  on,  and 
retained  for  a  long  time  the  adhesion  of  the  people.  But  there 
was  no  force  to  elevate  and  sustain  it,  so  that  the  cults  deterio- 
rated in  character;  and  they  could  not  hold  their  own  when 
brought  into  competition  with  the  new  deities  of  the  East, 
with  Isis  and  Mithras  and  Sarapis;  and  on  the  other  hand 
they  could  not  resist  the  inroads  of  materialism.  When  we 
read  the  shameless  hymn  addressed  by  the  degenerate  Athenians 
to  the  libertine  Demetrius  Poliorcetes,^  "  Other  gods  live  far 
away  or  have  no  ears ;  either  they  do  not  exist,  or  they  care 
nought  about  us ;  but  thee  we  see  before  us,  not  of  wood  or 
stone  but  living.  To  thee  then  we  address  our  prayer,"  we  feel 
that  there  cannot  be  any  reality  of  religious  belief  in  the  city 
which  in  old  days  had  been  the  most  religious  of  Greece. 


CHAPTER  V 

THE  HOMERIC  AND  HESIODIC  PANTHEON 

I  PROPOSE  next  to  analyse  and  set  forth  the  scheme  of  Greek 
religion  as  we  find  it  in  the  earliest  of  Greek  Avritings,  the 
Homeric  poems. 

In  Homer  ^  we  find  an  Olympus ;  that  is  to  say,  the  deities 
whom  he  recognises  are  not  independent  one  of  another,  but 
members  of  a  regularly  constituted  hierarchy,  recogmsing  a 
common  lord  or  superior,  and  exercising  proper  functions,  not 
always  indeed  rigidly  marked  out  and  bounded,  yet  in  the  main 

^  AthensBus,  Bk.  vi.  p»  255. 

'  I  use  the  name  Homer  merely  for  thortneas  and  eonvenienoe.  By  it 
I  mean  the  authon  of  the  Iliad  and  Odvuey,  poemi  which  I  sappoie  to 
belong  lubatantially  to  the  ninth  or  eighth  oentaiy. 
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strongly  indicated.  The  Olympian  assembly  meets  and  the 
deities  sit  in  regular  order;  they  discuss  plans  and  arrange 
events,  and  Zeus  himself  scarcely  ventures  to  disregard  their 
general  feeling.  Some  have  greater  dignity,  some  less :  it  is 
the  part  of  some  to  speak  and  of  others  to  listen.  As  the 
chiefs  meet  on  earth  to  hold  councils  of  war  and  to  decide  the 
fate  of  captives,  so  the  gods  meet  on  their  sacred  mountain  to 
hear  the  counsels  of  Zeus,  and  either  to  applaud  them  or  to 
protest  against  them. 

The  position  of  Zeus  ^  in  the  assembly  of  Olympus  is  higher 
and  more  honourable,  however,  than  that  of  a  head  chief  or 
king  of  kings  like  Agamemnon  in  relation  to  his  subordinate 
chiefs.  No  deity  would  dare  to  dispute  his  will,  nor  even  to 
protest  against  it,  unless  supported  by  the  general  opinion. 
Even  Hera  does  not  venture  on  a  more  open  protest  than  €pS*' 
oTop  ov  Toi  iravres  c^aivco^v  Oeol  akkoi.  Some  of  the  most 
august  of  the  Olympian  deities  have  already  felt  the  anger  of 
Zeus  and  undergone  humiliating  punishments,  like  that  of  Hera 
when  she  was  suspended  from  heaven  with  an  anvil  tied  to 
each  foot  And  he  boasts  that  he  could  drag  away  by  his  sole 
force  all  the  gods  of  Olympus,  with  earth  and  sea  to  boot. 
Indeed,  his  power  is  less  limited  by  his  subordinate  colleagues 
than  by  the  dim  and  mysterious  power  of  Fate,  Moipa  or  A&ra, 
who  sometimes  overrides  even  his  will,  although  in  nearly  all 
cases  his  will  and  hers  seem  to  be  in  unison. 

Bearded  in  his  physical  aspect,  Zeus  to  Homer  embodies 
the  great  vault  of  heaven  and  the  upper  air.  He  is  sovereign 
lord  of  meteorological  phenomena ;  he  gathers  the  clouds  and 
hurls  the  thunderbolt ;  guides  the  flight  of  fate-bearing  birds 
through  the  air,  and  is  everywhere  present  at  the  deeds  of  men. 
His  power  is,  if  not  unlimited,  yet  of  so  vast  extent  that  all 
opposition  to  it  must  fail.  He  is  the  father  or  at  least  the 
superior  brother  of  all  the  important  deities,  and  of  undisputed 
rule  throughout  the  universe.  Looked  at  in  the  highest  light 
he  even  approaches  to  the  idea  of  deity  held  by  monotheistic 
peoples,  as  his  will  and  the  right  are  usually  not  to  be  separated  : 
he  knows  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  orders  all  things  in 
heaven  and  earth  so  as  on  the  whole  to  be  best.  Other  deities 
descend  to  earth  in  order  to  carry  out  their  wishes;  he  but 
sends  a  messenger  or  even  acts  without  one  from  the  encom- 

^  For  more  details  the  reader  may  consult  the  seoond  volume  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Studie$  on  Homer,  Mr.  Gladstone's  work  is  thorough  and 
original,  and  its  value  will  not  be  disputed  even  by  those  who  reg^ret  the 
presence  in  it  of  theological  bias. 
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passing  heaven.  Yet  this  bright  majesty  has  dark  shadows. 
The  character  of  Zeus  is,  in  the  Iliads  strongly  marked  by 
sensual  passion,  and  his  government  is  sometimes  distorted 
and  debaised  by  unjust  partialities,  such  as  that  which  he  fejels 
for  his  son  Sarpedon.  He  is  by  no  means  above  receiving 
gratification  of  appetite  from  sacrifice,  sacrifice  which  disposes 
him  towards  the  offerer,  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  Theomachy 
he  is  actually  spoken  of  as  rejoicing  in  the  strife — l/>4s — of 
the  immortals.  In  fact,  the  Greeks  of  the  Homeric  age  did 
not  scruple  to  ascribe  to  their  supreme  deity,  noble  as  they 
thought  him,  the  failings  and  vices  which  we  may  presume  to 
have  been  common  in  his  representatives  on  earth,  the  ^torpc^cs 

Hera  is  a  less  dignified  character  by  far.  Her  powers  mpetly 
derive  from  her  station  as  Queen  of  Olympus,  and  chief  wife 
of  Zeus.  Hence  the  deities  rise  up  when  she  enters  their 
assembly,  and  she  disposes  of  many  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
supreme  god.  She  sends  the  sun  to  his  setting  even  against 
his  will.^  She  endows  the  horses  of  Achilles  with  a  voice.^ 
On  one  occasion  she  even  thunders  in  honour  of  Agamemnon. 
She  sends  Iris  on  frequent  messages,  and  when  she  mounts  her 
chariot  the  horses  leap  at  each  step  as  far  as  a  man's  eye  might 
pierce  at  sea.  Yet,  in  spite  of  such  powers  and  prerogatives, 
Hera  is  neither  magnanimous  nor  amiable.  She  is  swayed 
beyond  all  the  immortals  by  violent  and  unreasoning  prejudices, 
which  Homer  cannot  put  in  a  pleasing  light,  although  in  the 
Iliad  they  tell  in  favour  of  the  Greeks.  Zeus  taunts  her  with 
being  eager  to  eat  up  the  Trojans  alive;  and  she  looks  even 
upon  her  lord  in  disgust  when  she  reflects  that  he  is  partial  to 
the  Trojans.  Herakles,  whom  she  hated,  she  pursued  from  his 
birth  onwards  with  bitter  malice,  receiving  at  last  in  her  breast 
an  arrow  from  the  unconquerable  hero.  And  the  goddess  acts  up 
to  her  likes  and  dislikes  without  hesitation :  her  plans  are  carried 
out  alike  by  force  and  fraud.  Aphrodite,  Sleep,  and  even 
Zeus  himself  are  the  victims  of  her  wiles.  Beauty  and  clever- 
ness, €iSos  Kot  TTtiom^,  are  the  gifts  which  she  bestows  on  the 
daughters  of  Pandareus,  and  these  she  has  freely  to  bestow ; 
by  these  she  maintains  her  state  on  Olympus,  but  higher 
qualities  are  wanting. 

Hera  is  in  Homer  so  entirely  humanised  that  we  find  in  her 
scarcely  a  trace  of  elemental  meaning.  The  case  is  quite  other- 
wise with  Poseidon,  whose  nature  is  at  once  seen  to  be  in  close 

^  //.  xviil  239.  *  H.  xix.  407. 
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hannony  with  the  element  he  rules,  the  open  sea.  He  doea 
not  lepresent  water  in  general,  nor  the  still  depths,  but  rather 
the  waves  as  they  leap  againsi  the  shore  a^d  throw  down  the 
rocks.  He  is  a  deity  of  almost  measureless  physical  force,  who 
owns  a  sway  almost  independent  of  Zeus  himself,  claiming 
indeed,  in  the  fifteenth  book  of  the  Iliad,  an  eq^uality  of  dignity 
with  him,  and  saying  that  by  lot  only  was  there  assigned  to  him- 
self the  sea  rather  than  the  heavens.  Ye^  this  vast  force  is 
not  animated  by  a  high  soul.  Poseidon  is  not  above  feeling 
bitter  resentment  when  his  unworthy  son  Polyphemus  is  justly 
punished  by  Odysseus.  He  is  fond  in  an  undignified  degree  of 
sacrifices,  and  is  ready,  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  a  pique,  to 
revolt  against  the  moral  order  embodied  in  Zeus.  He  is  the 
father  too  of  many  impious  sons,  such  as  Otus  and  £phialtes, 
and  is  like  them  ill-regulated  iu  force  and  passion. 

The  highest  moral  attributes  to  be  found  in  Olympus  ^e 
those  pertaining  to  Athena  and  to  Apollo.  In  the  case  of 
Athena  her  physical  and  elemental  meaning  has  so  completely 
fallen  into  the  background  that  it  is  even  matter  of  dispute 
what  it  was.  In  Homer,  she  appears  altogether  as  a  disem- 
bodied spirit,  the  patroness  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  men, 
the  source  of  wise  counsels  in  the  case  of  men,  and  the  teacher 
to  women  of  cunning  arts  of  handicraft.  Nothing  that  she 
attempts  ever  meets  with  failure;  all  deities  who  oppose  her 
designs  are  baffled  and  overthrown ;  but  her  plans  are  almost 
always  of  good  moral  purport.  Her  wishes  seldom  clash  with  the 
designs  of  Zeus,  when  Zeus  is  ordering  things  as  chief  moral 
ruler  of  the  world.  In  Olympus,  Athena  has  the  right  to  the 
seat  next  to  that  of  Zeus,  which  she  gives  up  sometimes  to 
distinguished  visitors  such  as  Thetis;  and  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
well  observes,  she  alone  among  the  gods  is  addressed  by  Zeus 
as  <f>iXx>v  r€icos.  Zeus  unaided  brought  forth  Athena  from  his 
bndn,  and  she  is  ever  true  to  such  origin,  representing  not  the 
passion,  but  the  wise  thought  of  the  gods.  In  particular  Athena 
is  spoken  of  in  the  eighth  book  of  the  Iliad  as  the  constant 
friend  and  helper  of  Herakles,  in  his  labours  for  the  good  of 
men;  and  whenever  a  Greek  sets  himself  a  task  above  the 
ordinary  matters  of  fighting  and  toiling,  he  is  sure  of  the  same 
effectucd  aid.  She  is  in  the  Iliad  spoken  of  as  the  guardian 
deity  of  Athens,  but  her  connection  with  that  great  city  is 
not  yet  so  close  as  it  is  to  become.  She  is  worshipped  not 
less  earnestly  at  Troy,  by  Nestor  at  Pylos,  by  the  Argive 
Diomedes,  and  by  Telemachus  at  Ithaca,  and  she  accompanies 
Odysseus  to  mauy  far-lying  lands.     Neither  space  nor  time  can 
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bar  her  action,  and  rarely  indeed  is  she  summoned  in  vain  by 
those  for  whom  she  has  a  favour. 

Apollo  is  by  no  means  fully  identified  with  the  sun.  The 
plague-bearing  arrows  of  Apollo  of  the  first  book  of  the  Iltcui 
must  indeed  be  the  solar  rays,  but  in  more  than  one  passage  of 
the  Odysseyy  the  sun-god,  'HeAtos,  is  spoken  of  as  a  personage 
quite  apart  from  Apollo.  The  place  of  Apollo  also  as  god 
of  healing  is  taken  in  Olympus  by  Pseeon.  These  and  other 
functions  were  absorbed  as  time  went  on  by  the  well  established 
deity  of  Apollo.  But  in  Homer  he  is  already  of  very  high 
dignity.  Addressed  by  Zeus  as  <^tAc  ^oi/Sc,  and  one  in  heart 
and  will  with  the  divine  government^  he,  like  Pallas,  seems  to  be 
raised  above  all  failure  and  to  disregard  opposition.  He  is  the 
poet  and  prophet  among  the  gods,  ruling  the  choir  of  the  Muses, 
and  imparting  the  oracles  of  heaven  to  those  pious  among  man- 
kind who  seek  to  ascertain  them.  He  is  also  lord  of  the  bow, 
which  he  can  use  for  the  destruction  of  mankind,  as  in  the  first 
Iliad ;  but  it  is  seldom  that  his  bow  thus  sounds  in  wrath. 
Usually  his  arrows  merely  effect  the  gentle  removal  of  those 
doomed  by  fate,  more  especially  those  who  are  young  and 
innocent ;  and  as  the  Greeks  naturally  made  the  deities  of  de* 
struction  supreme  over  healing  and  preservation,  it  is  especially 
in  this  latter  phase  that  Apollo  appears  in  Homer.  In  the 
sixteenth  book  of  the  lUad^  Glaucus  calls  upon  him  as  one 
always  ready  and  able  to  help  men  in  distress,  and  begs  him  to 
heal  his  wound  and  give  him  energy  for  the  conflict,  and  Apollo 
at  once  fulfils  his  wish.  Thus  to  hear  a  prayer  breathed  out  in 
the  battlefield  when  the  deity  does  not  seem  near,  and  thus  to 
infuse  fresh  life  into  a  fainting  heart  belongs  to  but  three  of 
the  Greek  deities,  those  invoked  in  the  frequent  formula,  a?  ya^ 
7i^  T€  vdrep  KOI  'ASrjvalrj  xai  "AiroAAov. 

The  dignity  of  Artemis  is  in  the  Iliad  far  inferior  to  that  of 
her  brother.  Her  beauty  is  extolled  by  the  poet ;  the  minis- 
tration of  early  and  easy  death  is  confided  to  her  in  the  case 
of  women,  as  it  is  to  Apollo  in  the  case  of  men,  and  this  shows 
that  her  power  must  reach  widely  over  the  earth.  As  Apollo 
bears  silver  bow  and  golden  sword,  so  Artemis  is  credited  with 
golden  throne  and  golden  spindle.  She  roams  freely  through 
wood  and  over  mountain,  and  nourishes  the  young  of  wild 
creatures.  Yet  she  is  never  spoken  of  in  language  of  high 
veneration,  and  there  is  something  peculiarly  humiliating  in 
the  whipping  which  she  receives  from  Hera  in  the  TheomacJiy. 
Contrary  to  the  later  tradition,  a  greater  dignity  than  that  of 
Artemis  attaches  to  her  mother  Leto,  who  in  later  times  almost 
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disappears,  bat  who  is  always  in  Homer  treated  with  much 
respect,  and  appears  as  a  real  if  a  secondary  wife  of  Zeus.  In 
the  Tkeomaehyy  Hermes,  with  marked  deference,  declines  to 
oppose  her,  though  she  is  assigned  as  his  foe;  and  although 
Leto  never  comes  into  the  foreground  in  Homer,  she  is  often 
mentioned  among  the  great  goddesses  of  Olympus. 

Demeter  also  remains  in  Homer  in  the  background.  The 
phrase  applied  to  com,  Aqfirjrtpa^  oKTrj,  shows  that  there  is  in 
this  deity  a  good  deal  of  naturalism :  her  anthropomorphism  is 
far  less  complete  than  that  of  deities  like  Hera  and  Athena. 
She  seems  to  represent  the  rich  mould  of  the  surface  of  the 
earth  whence  spring  the  crops,  Trj  fJirjrrjpy  the  mother  of  all  that 
grows.  She  does  not,  however,  enter  at  all  into  the  action  of 
Uie  Iliadj  and  seems  to  belong  to  another  plane  of  religion. 
Her  daughter  Persephone,  too,  the  awful  goddess  of  the  shades 
below  the  earth,  though  spoken  of  with  reverence  as  severely 
pure  and  exalted,  yet  does  not  come  out  as  a  real  personality. 
In  Homer  she  is  not  the  mere  reflection  of  Aidoneus  or  Hades, 
as  Hera  is  but  the  wife  of  Zeus  and  Amphitrite  of  Poseidon. 
Although  Hades  is  own  brother  to  Zeus,  and  indeed  often 
spoken  of  as  Zeus  KaraxOovtos,  yet  he  does  not  in  any  way 
surpass  his  queen  in  dignity.  Rather  the  higher  duties  of  the 
world  below  centre  in  her,  and  she  rather  than  Hades  himself 
is  the  object  of  cultus  on  the  earth.  It  is  to  her  that  the  groves 
belong,  and  the  realm  below  is  spoken  of  as  'AtSao  Sojjlol  koI 
hraivrjs  Hc/xrc^mi^s. 

Hephffistus  is  the  deity  of  fire,  but  chiefly  of  fire  considered 
in  one  particular  aspect,  as  the  means  whereby  works  of  metal 
are  produced  at  the  hands  of  cunning  artificers.  Hephaestus  is 
in  Olympus  the  worker  par  excellence :  hidden  in  his  youth  by 
Thetis  under  the  stream  of  Ocean,  he  wrought  for  years  orna- 
ments for  women ;  grown  up  he  makes  the  divine  armour  of 
Achilles,  and  forms  tripods  so  well  wrought  that  they  move  of 
themselves,  and  golden  maids  who  have  a  voice  and  wisdom  to 
understand.  In  the  Homeric  age  the  Greeks  had  a  naive  and 
wondering  admiration  for  works  in  metal  of  high  skill,  most  of 
which  came  to  them  from  the  Sidonians,  and  so  it  was  natural 
that  skill  like  that  of  Hephsestus  should  win  their  admiration. 
Tet  there  adhered  among  them,  as  usually  in  purely  military 
communities,  a  certain  contempt  for  the  mere  workman,  how- 
ever skilful,  when  compared  with  statesman  and  warrior ;  and 
traces  of  this  feeling  are  reflected  from  earth  on  to  the  artificer 
of  Olympus.  He  is  not  comely ;  he  is  lame ;  he  is  betrayed 
by  his  wife.     He  causes  a  ripple  of  laughter  to  pass  over  the 
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Olympian  assembly  when  he  essays  to  act  before  them  as  cup- 
bearer. In  fact,  when  he  quits  his  art^  of  which  he  is  the 
unrivalled  master,  he  soon  becomes  ijdiculous.  In  the  Iliadj 
Chans  is  assigned  to  Hephnstus  as  his  wife ;  in  the  Odyssey^ 
t>y  a.  slight  modification  of  the  legend,  Aphrodite. 

Ares  and  Aphrodite  are  not  only  connected  in  Homeric 
legend,  but  there  is  a  strong  similarity  in  the  ways  in  which 
they  are  treated  in  the  poems.  Both  are  regarded  not  without 
contempt  by  the  graver  deities,  and  considered  as  children  who 
must  be  cajoled,  or  if  necessary  even  chastised  into  doing  what 
is  becoming.  It  may  well  appear  strange  that  in  a  society  so 
thoroughly  military  as  that  described  by  Homer,  the  god  of  war 
ahould  be  held  of  slight  account.  One  reason  of  course  is  that 
the  highest  warlike  qualities,  valour,  penetrated  by  wisdom  and 
the  habit  of  command,  are  not  represented  by  Ares  but  by 
Athena.  But  this  again  is  a  strange  thing,  that  a  woman-Kieity 
should  absorb  the  qualities  which  Greeks  highly  admired  in 
men,  but  never  associated  with  women.  It  is  evident  that  we 
have  here  a  problem  only  to  be  solved  after  a  careful  observa- 
tion of  the  origin  and  rise  of  the  cultus  of  these  warlike  deities. 
Meantime  we  observe  that  Ares  represents  only  headlong  love 
of  fighting,  desiiH)  of  slaughter  no  matter  in  what  cause,  in  fact 
the  fighting  animal  nature  which  we  expect  rather  in  the 
soldier  than  the  leader,  and  in  the  mercenary  than  the  citizen. 
Ares  is  never  invoked  in  prayer,  even  in  the  stress  of  battle, 
and  his  power  over  nature  is  very  small,  even  human  nature  he 
can  only  touch  in  the  one  point  of  warlike  passion.  And  even 
in  his  special  pursuit  Ares  is  not  very  formidable.  Twice 
Athena  strikes  him  helpless  to  the  ground,  and  he  is  no  match 
even  for  Diomedes,  when  supported  by  that  goddess;  he  is 
captured  by  Otus  and  Ephialtes,  and  falls  an  easy  victim  to  the 
plot  of  HephsBstus,  as  narrated  in  the  lay  of  Demodocus  in  the 
Odyssey.  He  is  in  fact  the  ruffian  of  the  poems,  and  some- 
times the  butt 

Aphrodite  is  treated  with  little  more  tenderness.  Her  great 
power  is  not  denied,  but  it  is  represented  as  seldom  exerted 
for  good.  When  she  is  wounded  by  Diomedes,  Zeus  and  Athena 
treat  her  complaints  with  contempt,  and  Athena  even  advises 
the  Greek  hero  to  have  no  fear  of  meeting  her  in  the  field, 
though  he  should  avoid  all  other  deities.  She  is  exposed  in  a 
most  humiliating  way  in  the  net  of  HepbsBstus  to  the  contempt 
of  the  Olympian  throng.  Yet  when  dealing  with  women  who 
have  submitted  to  her  sway,  Helen  for  instance,  in  the  third 
book  of  the  Uiwl^  she  is  harsh  and  cruel.     There  is  little  about 
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ber  to  attract  any  adtniiation  but  that  of  Benae:  it  would  bb 
easy  to  find  in  the  Homeric  poems  several  women  who  are  in 
all  respects  more  dignified  than  this  goddess. 

Hermes  does  not  figure  prominently  in  the  Homeric  poems. 
He  is  spoken  of  both  in  Iliad  and  Odyssey  as  8iar(ap  ea<i>v,  giver 
of  increase,  and  is  represented  as.  that  one  of  the  deities  who 
is  most  friendly  to  man,  and  most  kindly  and  easy-going  in  his 
transactions  with  the  deities,  as  for  instance  when  in  the 
Theamaehy  he  declines  the  contest  with  Leto,  and  expresses 
his  willingness  that  she  should  give  it  out  that  he  has  been 
defeated  He  appears  in  the  Odyascij  as  guide  of  the  souls 
of  the  dead,  ilrvx^irofi'Tros.  He  is,  moreover,  on  more  than,  one 
occasion  intrusted  by  Zeus  with  a  delicate  mission,  as  for 
instance,  when  he  leads  Priam  into  the  Greek  camp  in  search 
for  the  body  of  his  son  Hector,  or  when  he  is  despatched  to 
Calypso,  who  was  perhaps  the  sister  of  his  mother,  to  warn  her 
to  let  Odysseus  go  But  in  the  Iliad  the  regular  and  official 
courier  of  the  gods,  who  carries  news  of  the  decrees  of  Olympus 
to  those  whom  they  may  concern,  is  Iris. 

Besides  these  regular  deities  there  are  other  more  shadowy 
members  of  the  Olympian  circle;  Dione,  the  mother  of 
Aphrodite ;  Themis,  who  summons  the  deities  to  the  assembly ; 
Pseeon,  the  healing  god ;  Helios,  the  sun  in  his  material  as^^ect^ 
the  deity  who  sees  all  things  from  his  heavenly  abode.  And 
there  is  a  host  of  gods  and  daemons  of  various  powers  who 
rule  the  world  of  waters.  There  are  the  Oceanid  Nymphs, 
and  conspicuous  among  them  Thetis,  whom  Zeus  himself  would 
fain  have  won  for  a  wife.  And  there  are  the  rivers,  beginning 
with  Xanthus  or  Scamander,  who  is  even  privileged  to  take 
a  part  in  the  Theortiachy^  and  is  said  to  have  received  high 
honour  from  the  Trojans.  On  only  one  occasion  are  these 
jiver  daemons  spoken  of  as  present  at  the  Olympian  assembly, 
and  they  seem  to  constitute  a  sort  of  plebs  as  compared  with 
the  aristocracy  of  higher  deities.  Kor  must  we  omit  Hebe, 
whose  sole  function  in  Olympus  seems  to  be  the  pouring  of 
wine  or  nectar  for  the  assembled  gods,  and  who  is  closely 
attached  to  Hera,  and  said  to  be  her  daughter. 

Outside  Olympus  there  is  in  the  Homeric  mythology  a  sort 
of  background  consisting  of  deities  who  do  not  appear  to  be 
directly  subordinate  to  Zeus,  but  retain  a  sort  of  independent 
command,  in  virtue  of  age  or  dignity  or  the  remoteness  of  their 
seat.  Aidoneus  and  Persephone  are  in  the  main  Olympian 
deities,  although  they  do  not  make  their  appearance  in  the 
assembly  of  the  gods.    But  other  deities  are  kept  from  Olympus 
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by  stress  of  other  things  than  active  duties.  Cronus  and  Rhea, 
the  father  and  mother  whom  Zeus  has  dethroned  and  super- 
seded, live  in  Tartarus,  and  there  rule  over  the  race  of  Titans, 
who  have  lost  their  function  of  governing  nature.  Oceanus, 
the  aged  father  of  all  deities,  and  Nereus,  the  aAtos  ykptav,  or 
old  man  of  the  sea,  are  too  aged  to  dance  attendance  on  the 
young  ruler  of  the  gods,  and  even  to  excite  his  jealousy,  and 
live  far  apart  with  the  crowd  of  their  nymph-daughters. 
Hestia,  the  sacred  fire  of  the  hearth,  is  scarcely  in  Homer 
personified  at  alL 

Beside  these  venerable  remains  of  an  earlier  state  of  things, 
we  may  place  the  demons  of  less  account,  who  are  not  dignified 
enough  to  claim  the  entry  into  Olympus,  and  are  mostly  attached 
to  one  or  other  of  the  gods  as  companions  and  ministers.  Eris 
is  spoken  of  as  the  sister  of  Ares,  though  we  need  not  construe 
this  as  implying  descent  from  Zeus  and  Hera.  She  is  madly 
fond  of  the  fierce  battle-strife,  in  which  she  lives  as  in  an 
element.  Her  mighty  shouts  encourage  armies  for  the  conflict. 
Also  connected  with  Ares  are  Phoboe,  Terror,^  and  Enyo,  the 
destroyer  of  cities,  who  marches  with  Ares  in  the  van  of  the 
Trojans.  In  the  same  category  is  the  terrible  Ker,  the  d€u*k 
minister  of  death,  and  the  Harpies,  who  carry  off  maidens. 
The  Erinnyes  belong  to  a  higher  strain.  They  embody  and 
scarcely  disguise  the  feelings  of  remorse  felt  by  those  who  have 
been  guilty  of  an  evil  deed.  Especially  they  guard  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  family  relations,  and  pursue  with  unending  per- 
severance those  who  have  violated  family  duties;  they  also 
guard  the  rights  of  the  poor  against  oppression,  and  punish 
every  sort  of  haughtiness  and  highmindedness.  Stalking  about 
beneath  the  earth,  they  hear  the  complaints  of  the  wronged, 
and  note  the  evil  deeds  of  the  oppressor,  and  bring  redress. 

Behind  the  might  of  Olympus,  sometimes  as  it  seems  over- 
riding it,  is  the  mysterious  force  of  Fate,  called  by  Homer 
Motpa  or  A&ra.  Fully  to  discuss  this  power,  which  Homer 
scarcely  personifies,  would  lead  us  too  far  into  the  philosophy 
of  religion.  It  is,  however,  to  be  noted  that  Homer  is  less 
perspicuous  and  self-consistent  than  usual,  when  speaking  on 
this  subject.  Sometimes  he  seems  to  speak  as  if  fate  were  the 
higher  will  of  Zeus ;  the  word,  if  we  may  so  put  it,  of  Zeus 
Speaking  ex  cathedrd ;  sometimes  the  will  of  Zeus  seems  to  be 
in  conflict  with  destiny,  as  when  he  allows,  with  bitter  regret^ 
his  favourite  son  Sarpedon  to  meet  his  death  at  the  hands  of 

'  IL  iv.  440. 
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PatrocluB  because  destiny  has  so  willed  it,  and  yet  at  the  same 
time  Zeus  is  debating  with  himself  whetiier  he  shall  override 
destiny,  and  rescue  his  son.  In  many  cases  Homer  expressly 
states  that  something  would  have  happened  contrary  to  destiny, 
vv€p  ahuv,  unless  such  and  such  a  circumstance  had  occurred. 
In  one  case  he  even  seems  to  speak  of  men  as  overriding 
destiny  by  their  valour,^  koI  rorc  8rj  p  inrkp  ahuv  'A^a^oi 
ifteprepoi  ^av ;  sometimes  again  destiny  is  spoken  of  as  if  it 
were  a  power  that  no  man  and  no  deity  could  gainsay  or  resist 
In  fact. the  Greeks  of  Homer's  time  had  already  encountered- 
that  opposition  between  fate  and  human  will  which  still  per- 
plexes and  tries  us  in  modern  days.  It  is,  however,  noteworth}* 
as  a  specially  Greek  element  in  the  Homeric  theory,  that  both 
aura  and  /Mipa  originally  mean  a  share.  It  was  supposed  that 
a  certain  share  of  good  and  evil  was  allotted  to  each  man,  and 
that  to  alter  that  share  was  not  permanently  possible  to  human 
beings. 

In  the  separation  of  his  gods  into  hostile  camps,  Homer  gives 
us  a  clear  intimation  as  to  his  opinion  of  their  local  attribution 
and  their  origin.  Zeus  alone,  as  supreme  deity,  is  impartial,  and 
favours  neither  of  the  contending  nations,  prospering  or  sacri- 
ficing each  in  turn  in  accordance  with  the  exigencies  of  his 
policy*  He  is  at  home  alike  on  Olympus  and  on  Ida.  But  the 
other  deities  all  have  a  favourite  home,  and  belong  primarily 
to  the  people  who  devote  to  them  a  special  cultus.  The  deities 
who  in  the  TheomacJiy  of  the  Iliad  take  the  Greek  side  are 
Hera,  Athena,  Poseidon,  Hermes,  and  HephsBstus.  The  two 
most  ardent  on  that  side  are  of  course  Hera  and  Athena ;  and 
to  these  two  correspond  the  mortal  champions  Agamemnon  and 
Achilles.  The  great  Argive  Heresum  was  at  the  gate  of  the 
MyceuBB  of  Agamemnon ;  and  there  was  the  oldest  and  most 
important  of  all  cults  of  Hera.  Athena  is  at  Troy  not  princi- 
pally the  patroness  of  the  Athenians,  who  figure  in  the  war  but 
little.  Bather  she  must  be  considered  as  Athena  Itonia,  the 
local  deity  of  the  Thessalian  Achaeans,  among  whom  Achilles 
was  pre-eminent.  Her  close  friendship  with  Diomedes  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  ancient  cultus  of  Athena  on  the  acropolis 
of  Argos,  and  her  patronage  of  Odysseus  by  the  close  con- 
nection in  early  days  between  Athens  on  the  one  hand  and 
Cephallenia  and  the  neighbouring  Ithaca  on  the  other.  Poseidon 
is  a  special  deity  of  the  Ionian  race,  and  his  most  ancient  and 
venerable  seats  are  on  the  shores  of  the  Corinthian  Gulf,  at| 
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i£g8B  and  Helices  Helnnes  is  eminently  of  Arcadiai  the  country 
Whence  came  so  many  of  the  stout  spK^armen  of  Agamemnon^ 
tfephsBstus  was  in  early  Attic  legend  an<i  cultus  closely  conn 
nected  with  .Athena. 

The  five  deities  then  of  whom  we  have  spoken  are  all  of 
Hellenic  lineage,  and  have  their  chief  seats  in  Hellenic  lands. 
It  may  be  objected  that  Hera  had  an  ancient  seat  at  Samos, 
and  that  Pallas  Athena  ^yas  tutelary  goddess  of  Ilium  itself. 
But  the  Samian  worship  of  Hera  may  perhaps  not  have  borne 
the  name  of  that  goddess  in  the  Homeric  age ;  and  the  Iliaii 
cult,  of  Athena,  though  it  became  famous  through  the  Homeric 
poems,  was  probably  not  of  much  intrinsic  importance  com- 
l>ared  with  that  of  Thessaly.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  turn 
to  a  consideration  of  the  deities  who  in  the  77ieomachy  and 
elsewhere  take  the  Trojan  side,  we  shall  easily  find  reason  for 
their  doing  so.  They  are  Apollo,  Artemis,  Leto,  Ares,  Aphrodite, 
and  the  river-god,  Xanthus. 

If  for  a  moment  it  shocks  us  to  find  so  Hellenic  a  deity  as 
Apollo  on  the  Trojan  side,  that  surprise  must  give  way  at  once 
whent  we  consider  that  Apollo  was  in  a  special  degree  the  deity 
of  the  Troad.  His  temple  at  Chryse  was  renowned  early  and 
late  in  Greek  history,  and  his  cult  dominated  all  the  country 
round.  Of  the  Lycians  he  was  the  national  deity ;  and  Trojans 
and  Lycians  were  closely  allied  in  race,  as  well  as  on  the  same 
side  at  Troy.  And  Apollo  being  the  special  patron  of  the 
Trojans,  it  is  not  strange  to  find  on  the  same  side  Artemis  and 
Leto,  who  were,  at  least  in  Greek  tradition,  inseparable  from 
him.  Moreover,  the  Greeks  were  prone,  as  we  know,  to  give 
the  name  of  Artemis  to  the  forms  of  the  lunar  goddess  of  Asia 
Minor,  of  the  Phrygians  and  Carians,  and  she  might  easily  be 
considered  as  more  Asiatic  than  Greek  ;  while  Leto  was,  as  we 
know,  the  name  of  a  Phrygian  deity  of  great  reputation,  who 
ruled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hierapolis,^  and  was  also  wor^ 
shipped  in  Lycia.  Nor  was  Leto  ever  thoroughly  admitted 
into  the  Greek  Pantheon.  Ares  was  especially  a  Thracian 
god;  and  Thracians  formed  a  part  of  the  population  of  Asia 
Minor,  and  brought  a  large  contingent  to  the  army  defending 
Troy.  Aphrodite  was  almost  foreign  to  the  Greek  systiem. 
She  isi  more  intensely  Trojan  in  her  sympathies  than  any  other 
deity,  a  result  perhaps  of  the  instinct  of  tlie  poet  that  she  was 
thoroughly  Asian  In  character  and  origin.  Apollo,  on  tlie  other 
hand)  is,  as  we  ttiight  expect,  very  half-hearted  in  his  patronage 
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of  the  Trojan  people.  Xanthus,  as  the  local  river-god,  is,  of 
course,  on  the  Trojan  side ;  and  the  prominent  position  assigned 
to  him  bears  fresh  witness  to  the  fact  that  the  peoples  of  Asia 
Minor  raised  their  river-gods,  such  for  instance  as  Marsyas  and 
Maeander,  to  a  much  higher  point  of  veneration  than  did  the 
Greeks. 

We  therefore  seem  justified  in  saying  that  the  poet  of  the 
Iliadj  in  assigning  partialities  to  his  deities,  proceeds  on  local 
and  tribal  grounds,  not  on  those  of  fancy,  or  any  reasons  based 
merely  on  the  moral  nature  of  the  gods.  No  doubt  in  de- 
scribing their  encounters  one  with  the  other,  he  works  as  a 
poet  to  bring  about  a  pleasing  and  suitable  result;  even  in 
pairing  the  combatants  he  freely  follows  his  fancy  or  his  sense 
of  the  fitness  of  things ;  but  his  first  grouping  was  prescribed 
to  him  by  what  he  would  consider  historical  necessities.  And 
the  local  elements  in  mythology,  visible  even  in  the  Iliad  after 
its  consolidation  and  harmonising  into  its  present  form,  are  far 
more  clearly  to  be  traced  in  the  Greece  of  a  later  time.  This 
will  clearly  appear  in  subsequent  chapter& 

The  poems  of  Hesiod,  and  more  especially  the  TJieogony,  ard 
constantly  mentioned  by  writers,  both  ancient  and  modem,  iii 
connection  with  the  Homeric  lays..  The  Theogony  i-emained  in 
the  schools  a  sort  of  handbook  of  divinity,  and  was  quoted  by 
the  defenders,  and  still  more  by  the  opponents  of  the  current 
notions  on  theology.  But  the  information  given  us  by  Hesiod 
as  to  the  gods  entirely  differs  in  character  from  that  given  us 
by  Homer.  From  Homer  we  learn  what  the  deities  are 
like,  how  they  live  among  themselves,  what  is  the  nature 
of  their  interference  with  the  doings  of  mortals,  and  what 
means  they  employ  to  effect  their  purposes.  The  legends  as 
to  the  genesis  and  mutual  relations  of  the  gods  and  goddesses 
are  in  many  places  assumed,  but  are  only  rarely  set  forth  at 
length. 

Li  the  poems  of  £esiod  it  is  otherwise.  In  the  Worl's  and 
Days  there  rules  something  very  near  monotheism:  Z^us  is 
tbeie , spoken  of  as  supremely  just,  as  Ipoking  with  impartial 
eyes  on  all  the  doings  of  men,  and  meting  out  rewaid  and 
pHuishment  in  proportion  to  human  merit  and  dement.  Ita  the 
Theogony  we  find  scarcely  any  information  as  to  the  nature  of 
tiie^-gbds,  the  way  in  which  they  should  be  addressed^  or  hoW 
they  may  be  conciliated.  Their  wishes  and  functions  are  nbt 
stated;  but  in  the  p}ace  of  such'  in|ormation  we  brave  aif 
abundance  of  legend  and  myth,  detailing  the  origin  of  the  gods 
as  well  as  of  the  existing  universe,  exhibiting  their  blood 
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relationshipB  to  one  another,  and  describing  the  great  events  in 
the  history  of  Olympus. 

The  stories  which  form  the  staple  of  Hesiod's  Theogony 
appear  to  be  based  upon  a  variety  of  local  myths,  partly  Cretan, 
partly  belonging  to  Asia,  partly  current  at  Delphi,  and  partly 
collected  from  a  variety  of  other  sacred  places.  But  the  merit 
of  the  poet  of  the  Theogony  is  that  he  has  pieced  these  legends 
together  until  they  form  a  fairly  consistent  whole.  The  poem 
is  an  attempt,  half  poetical  and  half  philosophical,  to  reconcile 
the  legends  told  about  the  gods  with  the  facts  of  the  universe. 
The  writer  does  not  scruple  to  fill  in  the  gaps  between  the 
deities  by  inventing  a  host  of  personifications — sometimes  aspects 
of  the  world,  sometimes  human  qualities,  and  sometimes  mere 
names, — who  were  never  really  objects  of  worship  in  Greece. 
There  may  htive  been  many  attempts  to  form  a  rational  cosmo- 
gony, but  that  of  Hesiod  succeeded,  and  his  work  becoming 
a  standard  authority,  the  tales  which  he  tells  about  various 
divinities  became  more  and  more  a  part  of  their  history,  as 
usually  accepted  among  Greeks ;  and  even  his  inventions 
seemed  in  time  to  gain  a  certain  reality,  partly  through  their 
adoption  in  the  works  of  subsequent  poets  and  artists. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  repeat  the  argument  of  the  Theo- 
gony, which  may  be  found  in  all  works  on  Greek  Mythology, 
as  well  as  in  the  first  chapter  of  Grote's  history.  It  is  not  so 
pleasant  that  one  would  msh  to  dwell  on  it  unnecessarily. 
The  stories  it  contains  are  no  worse  than  those  locally  current 
in  the  days  of  Pausanias  in  half  the  temples  of  Greece,  or  in 
the  days  of  ApoUodorus  in  the  writings  of  the  numerous 
mythographer&  But  those  were  merely  local,  while  the  Greek 
nation  adopted  the  stories  in  Hesiod.  We  cannot  feel  surprised 
when  we  hear  that  many  bad  men  in  Greece  justified  their  ill 
deeds  by  referring  to  the  pracedent  set  them  by  Zeus  or  by 
Apollo.  And  we  cannot  but  sympathise  with  the  earnest 
attack  made  on  them  by  Plato  in  the  Rep$M%c,  Taking  their 
origin  at  a  time  when  the  race  was  at  a  low  level  of  culture 
and  morality,  and  repeated  unchanged  from  age  to  age,  they 
preserved  into  better  days  the  impress  of  barbarous  vices  and 
crimes.  Few  things  tended  more  to  keep  down  the  level  of 
morality  among  the  lower  classes  than  Hesiod's  Theogony ;  and 
nothing  had  greater  effect  in  producing  the  distrust  and  dislike 
of  popular  religion  which  spread  among  the  more  educated 
classes  of  Greece  during  the  fifth  century. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

THE  PANTHEON  OF  HISTORIC  TIMES 

In  passing  from  the  Homeric  pantheon  to  that  of  historic 
Greece  we  find  a  very  different  order  of  things.  We  pass 
from  the  simple  to  the  complex,  from  the  clear  to  the  vague 
and  obscure.  There  is  a  natural  tendency  among  classical 
scholars  to  regard  what  is  Homeric  as  belon^ng  to  the  earlier 
history  and  a  deeper  stratum  of  Greek  development,  and  to 
suppose  that  all  that  is  characteristic  in  the  civilisation,  the 
ideas,  and  the  religion  of  later  Greece  was  thence  evolved.  But 
no  notion  could  be  cruder  or  further  from  the  truth.  The 
Homeric  poems  belong  to  the  aristocracy ;  they  represent  not 
the  mass  of  the  Greek  race  but  a  small  section  of  it.  They 
are  not  part  of  the  stem  of  Hellenic  nationality,  but  the  flower 
of  one  branch  of  it  which  came  early  to  maturity.  The  time 
which  succeeded  them  was  in  many  ways  an  age  of  retro- 
gression rather  than  of  progress ;  and  when  progress  was 
resumed,  the  Hellenic  race  was  to  a  great  extent  changed  in 
ideas,  as  in  blood  :  many  elements  which  lay  outside  the 
Homeric  horizon  had  become  prominent  and  important. 

We  must  confine  our  remarks,  however,  to  the  subject  of 
religion.  In  this  field  two  phenomena  are  strikingly  present. 
In  the  first  place,  the  deities  of  historic  Greece  constitute  a 
system  or  a  whole  far  less  than  do  those  of  Homer ;  and  this 
takes  place  in  spite  of  the  great  influence  exercised  by  the 
Homeric  and  Hesiodic  poems  on  the  religious  ideas  of  subsequent 
times.  And  in  the  second  place,  much  of  the  religion  of  his- 
toric Greece  bears  the  impress  of  an  earlier  and  more  primitive 
age  than  does  the  Homeric  religion.  The  cults  described  by 
Pausanias  seem  to  us  far  nearer  to  barbarism  than  the  mythology 
of  Pindar,  and  this  in  turn  is  in  some  respects  less  advanced 
than  the  Homeric  theology.  When,  however,  we  consider 
religious  and  ethical  thought  rather  than  cultus  and  mythology, 
we  find  that  time  does  bring  progress.  In  fact,  while  Greek 
philosophy  and  speculative  thought  advanced  steadily  towards 
monotheism,  the  religious  notions  of  the  lower  orders  remained 
at  a  lower  level  than  the  Homeric 

Such  facts  as  these  make  the  treatment  of  the  mythology 
and  theology  of  historic  Greece  in  a  systematic  fashion  one 
of  extreme  difficulty.     In  fact,  these  were  in  ancient  Greece 
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never  thoroughly  systematic.  Attempts  were  from  time  to 
time  made  to  bring  them  into  system,  but  such  attempts  had 
but  partial  success.  Religion  varied  in  Greece  from  race  to 
race,  from  city  to  city,  and  from  poet  to  poet ;  and  no  central 
authority,  not  even  that  of  Delphi,  succeeded  in  smoothing 
away  local  varieties.  Attempts  such  as  were  made  in  ancient 
tunes  l)y  my thographers  from  Hesiod  to  ApoUodorus  to  arrange 
the  floating-  mass   of  tradition   and   usage  could   have  little 

I  success.  Still  smaller  is  likely  to  be  the  success  of  any  modern 
efforts  in  the  same  direction. 

For  such  reasons,  it  seems  to  me  unsatisfactory  to  pursue 
the  plan  adopted  by  many  able  mythologists,  of  endeavouring 
first  to  settle  the  root-meaning  of  a  deity,  identifying  Athena 
for  example  with  the  upper  air,  or  Apollo  with  the  sun,  and 
of  proceeding  thence  to  derive  by  deductive  reasoning  all  the 
functions  of  that  deity.  Our  method  shall  be  inductive  rather 
than  deductive,  and  I  shall  try  to  avoid  the  prejudices  which 
must  arise  if  one  starts  with  a  ready-made  system.  I  believe, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  that  none  of  the  Greek  deities  id 
pure  and  uncom  pounded,  but  that  all  stand  at  the  end  of  a 
long  process  of  development  and  concretion.     Yet  they  may  be 

1  to  some  extent  brought  into  line  and  order  if  we  consider  (i) 
in  what  places  their  cultus  was  best  established  and  most 
ancient,  and  (2)  what  was  the  general  character  of  their  func* 
tions  in  such  places.     In  this  fasliion  I  propose  to  proceed. 

We  begin,  as  is  natural,  with  Zeus.  The  oldest  seat  of  his 
worship  was  Dodona,  where  was  his  sacred  oak  guarded  by  the 
Selli,  **  who  sleep  on  the  ground  and  wash  not  their  feet,"  and 
his  celebrated  oracle,  as  well  as  the  multitudes  of  tripods  dedi*^ 
cated  to  him.  Even  to  Homer's  Achilles,  Zeus  is  Dodonsean 
and  Pelasgic  ^ — 
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It  has  indeed  been  disputed  whether  these  lines  refer  to  the 
Dodona  of  Epirus  or  to  some  place  of  the  same  name  in  Thev- 
saly,  either  mother  or  daughter  of  the  Epirote  city,  ahd  situate 
nearer  to  the  ancestral  home  of  the  Phthiotic  Achilleis.  But  iii 
any  case  it  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  the  cultus  of  Zeus  iii 
I<}pirus  is  as  old  as  Homier ;  and  at  a'  later  time  we  find  small 
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tiiu3€i  of  a  Thessalian  Dodona.  The  Epirote' Dodona  was  one 
of  the  plilces  inquired  of  by  Croesus,  at  the  time  when  he  was 
alxml  to  embark  oil  his  fatal  war  with  Cyrus. 

In  1li^ri<»d  tiines  Dodona  was  the  religious  centre  of  the 
wholei  tocHh-west  of  Greece,  Epirus,  Western  Thessaly,  Acar- 
nania,'  and  Corcyra.  Zeus  was  there  worshipped  as  god  of 
weather  and'  ruler  of  thunder-storms^  so  frequent  on  the  Al- 
banian hills,  and  as  presiding  over  moisture,  the  source  accord^' 
ing  to  the  Greeks  of  life  and  growth.  With  him  was  associati^d 
Dione,  who  in  Epirus  quite  takes  the  place  of  Hera,  though 
neither  there  nor  anywhere  else  does  she  seem  to  receive  in- 
dependent worship  or  to  have  definite  functions.  And  Aphro-^ 
dite,  as  daughter,  according  to  early  Greek  legend,  of  Zeus  and 
Dione,  also  has  a  place  in  the  local  worship.  In  early  times 
the  Selli  seem  to  have  been  ministers  of  an  oracle  of  the  earth, 
but  in  later  time  their  place  was  taken  by  priestesses,  called 
ncA.€ia8€9,  who  seem  to  have  collected  the  responses  of  the 
oracle  of  Zeus  from  the  whisperings  of  his  sacred  oak  tree, 
or  from  the  murmuring  of  doves  in  its  branches,  or  perhaps 
from  the  sounds  made  by  the  wind  in  the  tripods  dedicated 
to  the  god. 

Olympus  and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Thessaly  were  not 
less  than  Dodona  a  domain  sacred  to  Zeus.  There  was  his 
Homeric  seat,  and  there  in  the  fields  of  Phlegra  took  place  the 
memorable  battles  in  which  the  earth-bom  giants  fought  against 
his  sway,  and  tried  to  storm  his  stronghold.  Stories  of  the 
conflicts  of  gods  and  dsemons  seem  to  belong  to  most  mytho- 
logies, notably  to  that  of  India ;  and  the  Gigantomachy  must 
be  considered  as  the  part  of  the  history  of  Zeus  most  universally 
accepted  by  the  Hellenic  race  in  all  its  seats.  To  the  common 
people  it  was  a  fairy-tale ;  to  the  poet  and  the  sculptor  a  good 
subject  for  artistic  treatment ;  to  the  physical  philosopher  a 
parable  of  the  phenomena  of  the  dtorm;  to  the  moralist  a 
mythical  rendering  of  the  victory  of  order  over  chaos,  of  the 
powers  of  light  and  progress  over  those  of  darkness  and  destruc- 
tion. Less  important  were  the  tales  of  the  childhood  of  2eus, 
which  were  localised  either  on  Mount  Ida  in  Crete  or  on  the 
Lycnan  mountain  in  Arcadia,  both  from  pre-historic!  Umes 
seat*  of  divine  worship.  • 

It  18  remdrkable,  as  Welcker^  points  out,  that  the  early 
seats  of  the  worship  of  Zeus  are '  mostly  high  mountains.  And' 
this  is  not  the  case  with  other  deities,  whose  temples  commonly 
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stand  on  a  low  liill.  Ida  in  Crete,  ^tna  in  Sicily,  Ida  in 
Troas,  the  Peloponnesian  Ljcsub,  the  Theesalian  (£ta  were 
all  occupied  by  sanctuaries  of  Zeus.  Olympus,  the  highest 
mountain  in  northern  Greece,  lent  him  a  surname.  This  idea 
of  a  god  who  dwelt  aloft  on  the  mountains  is  common  to 
Greeks  with  the  inhabitants  of  Asia  Minor  and  Syria.  It 
accompanied  the  Hellenic  race  in  its  migrations,  and  the  name 
Olympus  was  applied  by  that  race  to  many  mountains  in  various 
parts  of  Hellas  which  seemed  to  grow  near  to  the  sky  and  afford 
a  resting-place  for  heavenly  influences.  Great  mountains  are 
the  homes  of  storms,  and  naturally  the  abode  of  deities  of 
weather ;  yet  there  was  probably  added  to  this  merely  physical 
interpretation  a  moral  one  of  a  higher  strain.  Aloft  in  the 
mountains  most  men  feel  a  certain  elevation  of  soul  and  a 
tendency  to  worship  the  ruler  of  man  and  nature. 

The  greatest  sanctuary  of  the  Hellenic  Zeus  was  at  Ol3rmpia, 
which  was  indeed,  with  Delphi,  the  religious  centre  of  the 
Hellenic  world.  The  cultus  of  Zeus  on  this  spot  appears,  from 
the  results  of  the  German  excavations,  to  date  only  from  the 
Dorian  invasion  of  Peloponnesus.^  Yet  the  Zeus  of  Olympia 
does  not  seem  greatly  to  differ  in  character,  at  all  events  on  the 
physical  side,  from  the  Arcadian  Zeus,  who  dwelt  on  the 
ajSarov,  the  unapproachable  summit,  of  Mount  Lycasus,  and 
who  was  venerated  as  the  god  of  the  sky  and  the  storm  by  the 
superstitious  Arcadians.  But  the  advent  of  the  Dorians,  and 
their  acceptance  of  the  Elean  Zeus  as  their  chief  deity,  if  it  did 
not  change  the  root-conception  of  the  god,  yet  tended  vastly 
to  raise  his  character  and  extend  his  functions.  He  was  ac- 
knowledged as  the  ruler  of  Olympus,  the  father  of  gods  and 
men,  and  the  chief  source  of  divine  providence  in  human  life. 
The  more  the  Greeks  gained  in  culture  the  more  they  inclined 
to  monotheism ;  and  as  Zeus  was  the  only  deity  who  could  be 
regarded  as  supreme,  his  cultus  naturally  gained  at  the  expense 
of  that  of  his  brothers  and  children*  And  the  splendour  of 
the  Olympic  festival,  the  wealth  heaped  up  in  the  sacred  Altis 
and  dedicated  to  Zeus,  above  all  perhaps  the  renown  attaching 
throughout  Greece  to  the  glorious  colossus  by  Pheidias,  which 
stood  in  the  temple  of  Zeus,  contributed  to  spread  abroad  the 
fame  of  the  deity.  Closely  connected  with  the  Olympian  cultus 
of  Zeus  was  that  of  Hera,  who  aUo  possessed  a  very  ancient 
temple  in  the  sacred  precinct;  and  Victory  was  especially 

^  See  especinlly  Furtwangler's  Bremen  von   Oiympta.      Reuuuns  of 
MycencBan  dviliMtiun  are  not  found  at  Olympia. 
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attacbed  to  him  as  his  daughter  and  his  minister,  who  flew  at 
his  hidding,  whether  to  crown  a  successful  charioteer  or  to  greet 
a  leader  in  war.  We  learn  from  the  coins  of  Elis  that  the 
thunderbolt  and  the  eagle  were  here  especially  attached  to  his 
service ;  and  indeed  these  became  his  attributes  in  all  places. 
The  Zeus  of  Nemea,  situated  in  the  valley  between  Argos  and 
Corinth,  was  also  patron  of  a  great  sanctuary  and  an  agonistic 
festival :  in  character  he  probably  differed  little  from  the  Zeus 
of  Olympia. 

At  Athens,  Zeus  was  adored  under  more  than  one  form.^  As 
Polieus,  he  received  sacrifices  of  oxen,  and  his  priesthood  was 
restricted  to  some  of  the  chief  families  of  the  place.  In  another 
aspect,  as  Meilichius,  he  embodied  the  softer  influences  of  air 
and  sky.  The  Diasia,  held  in  his  honour,  fell  on  the  23Td 
of  Anthesterion,  the  month  of  flowers,  and  seem  to  have  cele- 
brated the  returning  warmth  and  brightness  of  summer  after 
the  storms  in  which  the  wrath  of  Zeus  was  displayed.  And 
Zeus  Meilichius  became  in  the  moral  as  well  as  in  the  physical 
sense  the  god  of  compassion  and  the  restored  favour  of  heaven, 
purifying  those  who  had  accidentally  shed  innocent  blood. 

The  conception  of  Zeus  was,  as  has  been  already  sug- 
gested, probably  brought  by  the  Hellenes  or  their  Pelasgic 
predecessors  from  the  original  seats  of  the  Aryan  tribes ;  yet 
in  the  conception  of  the  deity  prevalent  in  some  localities  of 
Greece  there  may  be  an  admixture  of  elements  borrowed  fromnon- 
Aiyan  sources.  For  instance,  the  Thessalian  Zeus,  Laphystius, 
received  human  sacrifices  even  in  historical  times,  and  most 
writers  are  disposed,  when  they  hear  of  human  sacrifice  in  Greece, 
always  to  refer  the  custom  to  the  influence  of  PhoBuicians  or 
Ganaanites,  worshippers  of  Baal  and  Moloch;  also  the  god 
of  merely  physical  attributes  whom  the  Arcadians  recognised, 
who  dwelt  in  high  places  and  uttered  his  voice  in  thunder,  may 
be  supposed,  not  without  reason,  to  be  a  deity  of  a  pre- Aryan 
race  settled  in  Greece  before  it  was  conquered  by  the  Hellenes, 
a  deity  adopted  by  these  latter,  and  gradually  changed  and 
raised  in  character,  as  indeed  usually  happened  with  the  deities 
they  adopted.  Yet  on  the  whole  Zeus  may  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  unmixed  as  well  as  the  highest  products  of  the 
religious  feelings  of  the  Hellenic  race. 

The  principal  seat  of  the  worship  of  Hera  in  Greece  proper 
was  Argos.  Already  in  Homer,  Hera  is ' Apyen;  and  passionately 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  Argos,  Sparta,  and  MycensB;  but  of 

1  Welcker,  OoUerUhre,  i.  207. 
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eounse  to  Homer  thte  gre^t  cities  of  Aigolia  are  all  iu  the  hands 
of  Achfflans,  not  of  DoriauB.  It  would  appear  that  the  Dotiane^ 
when  they  occupied  Aigos,  adopted  tlie  local  gpddeaa  from  the 
race  whom  they  conquered,  carrying  her  worship  to  a  higher 
pitch  of  fame.  The  earlier  favourites  of  Hera  spokQn  of  in 
early  Greek  tales  are  not  Dorians.  Most  of  them  are  of 
Thdssaliai^  race — Jason  and  his  Argonauts;  Peleus,  on  whom  the 
goddess  bestowed  Thetis;  and  Achilles  the  Achaean  of  Thessaly. 

Being  thus  renowned  in  some  of  the  earliest  seats  .of  the 
Hellenic  race,  it  seems  likely  that  Hera  belonged  to  an  early  stage 
of  the  religion  of  Greece.    It  has  been  disputed  whether. she  em- 
bodies the  earth,  the  moon,  or  the  air ;  and  in  fact  the  various 
tales  told  of  her  indicate  a  connection  sometimes  with  one  and 
sometimes  with  the  other.     Hera  or  Era  seems  to  be  an  old 
name  of  the  earth  in  Greece.     AVhen  Hera  ^s  said  to  have 
borne  by  her  own  power  Hephaestus  or  even  Typhaon,  we  may 
interpret  this  myth  by  the  bursting  forth  of  subternuiean  fires 
from  the  ground.     When  Zeus  is  spoken  of  as  embracing  Hera 
on  the  mountain  top  where  heaven  and  earth  meet,  we  naturally 
identify  heaven  and  earth  with  the  husband  and  the  wife  re- 
spectively.    It  is  but  a  re})etition  in  the  language  of  current 
Greek  mythology  of  the  old  story  of  the  union  ot  Uranus  and 
GsBa.     Yet  on  the  other  hand  Hera  is  sometimes  identified  with 
the  lower  air,  while  Zeus  is  regarded  as  the  upper  sky,  in  the 
story  for  instance  of  Ixion,  who  mistook  a  cloud  for  Hera ; 
and  this  was  the  view  adopted  by  philosophers  ai^d  theoeophers, 
from  Plato,  who  quibbles  about  "H/aa  and  a^p  in  the  CratyJus^^ 
downwards.     It  is  again  certain  that  there  was  in  Hera  some- 
thing of  the  moon-goddess  :  this  appears  from  the  story  of  lo, 
and  is  clearly  established  by  the  close  connection  maintained 
by  the  Greeks  between  Hera  and  the  deities  of  parturition. 

On  whatever  physical  facts,  however,  the  idea  of  Hera  is 
based,  what  is  certain  is  that  she  was  worshipped  in  historical 
Greece  in  thoroughly  anthro|x>morphic  fashion,  and  not  either 
as  physical  fact  or  intellectual  abstraction.  In  discussing  the 
origin  in  the  phenomena  of  the  world  of  Greek  deities  we  must 
never  forget  that  the  origin  was  seldom  present  to  the  minds  of 
their  worshippers. 

At  Argos,  Hera  was  tliQ  great  deity  of  marriage  with  all  its 
duties  and  consequences.  Her  chief  temple  was  situate,  not 
in  the  city,  but  on  the  skirts  of  Mount  Eubosa  near  Myceiue. 
In  it  was  the  great  statue  by  Polycleitus,  embodying  the  highest 

1  P.  404  c. 
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idea  of  matronly  grace  and  dignity  to  be. found  in  the  world. 
Hie  details  of  the  statue  carried  allusions  to  myths  of ..tbe 
goddesa.     The  lofty  crown  or  polos  on  her  head  was  a4o|ned 
TB^iih  figures  of  the  Charites  and  the  HorsB.     In  one  hand  she 
held  a  aceptre  surmounted  by  a  cuckoo,  the  bird  whose  form 
Zeus  took  to  win  her  affection  ;  in  the  other  she  held  a  pome- 
granate, the  symbol  of  fertility.     Her  daughter  Hebe  stood  by 
her  side.      Hera  was  the  mother  and  the  mistress  of  the 
£ileithuiaB,  the  deities  of  child-birth,  and  could  withhold  or 
grant  their  aid  at  her  pleasure,  and  fertility  in  marriage  itself  wa3 
also  dependent  on  her  will.     Yearly  at  the  festival  of  the  Herssa 
the  mystic  marriage  of  Zeus  and  Hera  was  celebrated  afresh  ;  as 
the  sacred  day  recurred,  the  goddess  was  supposed  to  become 
again  a  virgin,  and  to  take  on  herself  the  wifely  and  maternal 
duties  of  her  Olympian  dwelling.      Hera  was  venerated  at 
Olympia,  and  games  were  even  celebrated  in  her  honour  j  but  in 
that  spot>  the  favourite  abode  of  Zeus,  she  coidd  scarcely  shine 
with  any  but  reflected  light.     At  Samos  also  Hera  was  especially 
venerated  as  the  bride,    Hera  Parthenia,   and  the  object  of 
adoration  to  brides  and  matrons.     In  historical  times  the  Hera 
of  Samos  was  almost  as  Hellenic  as  the  Hera  of  Argos ;  yet 
we  can  clearly  see  that  from  the  first  it  was  not  so.      The 
ungainly  and  barbarous  form  of  the  statue  of  the  goddess,  which 
was  preserved  in  the  HersBum  at  Samos,  and  ascribed  to  the 
handis  of  Smilis,  indicates  that  there  were  originally  Oriental 
elements  in  the  local   cultus:   it  is   indeed   likely   that   the 
Samian  Hera  was  only  a  Greek  translation  of  an  early  local 
deity  of  the  class  of  Mylitta  or  Cybele ;  but  by  the  time  of 
Polycrates  these  barbarous  traits  had  probably  disappeared. 

In  the  practical  life  of  Hellas  no  deity  had  so  universal  and 
commanding  an  influence  as  Apollo.  Most  or  all  of  his  attri- 
butes and  functions  may  have  originally  arisen  from  the  various 
aspects  in  which  men  may  regard  the  sun,  looking  on  it.  as  the 
source  of  light  and  of  warmth,  as  causing  or  curing  disease,  as 
scattering  the  clouds,  or  as  filling  living  things  with  energy  and 
happiness.  But  in  historical  times  many  of  them  had  become 
entirely  detached  from  the  physical  background :  to  most  Greeks, 
Apollo  was  a  living  pervading  force,  the  source  of  happy  inspira- 
tion, and  the  promoter  of  all  that  was  best  in  Greek  religion 
and  morals.  As  te  the  derivation  of  the  word  Apollo  there  is 
no  consensus  of  opinion.  One  very  important  function  at^Acbes 
to  Apollo  in  nearly  all  his  phases,  that  he  rules  the  divi$ion  of 
times  and  the  succession  of  months,  a  natural  function  of  a 
solar  deity. 
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In  the  cultuB  of  historical  times  Apollo  stands  as  a  member 
of  a  group,  as  son  of  Leto  and  twin-brother  of  Artemis.  On 
its  physical  side  this  is  the  equivalent  of  saying  that  sun  and 
moon  are  brother  and  sister.  But  we  are  ignorant  what  race 
or  trihe  united  sun  and  moon  thus  into  a  family,  and  by  giving 
them  Zeus  as  a  father  united  them  with  the  Greek  Olympus. 
As  Welcker  ^  well  remarks,  Gaea  and  Nereus  were  never  made 
children  of  Zeus,  and  sun  and  moon  belong  not  less  to  primitive 
nature-worship  than  earth  and  sea ;  yet,  until  these  latter 
were  ahsorbed  into  the  Olympian  system,  it  could  not  become 
universal,  or  fulfil  the  religious  desires  of  the  Greek  race. 
But  with  the  inclusion  of  Apollo,  the  universal  triumph  of 
Olympus  was  assured.  We  may  be  certain,  however,  that 
this  step  was  not  taken  by  the  Dorian  race,  because  the  great 
centres  of  worship  of  Apollo  as  son  of  Leto  were  not  in  early- 
times  swayed  by  them.  At  Branchida,  near  Miletus,  was  a 
great  temple  and  oracle  of  Apollo,  sumamed  DidymsBUs,  or 
the  Twin.  This  was  probably  a  very  ancient  shrine,  but 
adopted  as  their  own  by  lonians  when  they  conquered  the 
coast.  Delos,  the  Homeric  seat  of  Apollo,  was  the  centre  of 
an  Ionian  confederacy,  and  even  Delphi  was  not  always  under 
Dorian  influence.  As  Leto  and  Artemis,  as  well  as  Apollo, 
are  on  the  Trojan  side  in  the  Iluuif  it  would  look  as  if  the 
origin  of  the  whole  family  were  Asiatic,  perhaps  Carian  or 
Lycian. 

But  this  group  of  deities,  whencesoever  derived,  became 
afterwards  peculiarly  the  champions  of  the  Dorian  race.  It 
was  this  race  which  played  the  chief  part  in  the  process  which 
raised  Apollo  from  a  mere  elemental  deity  into  the  great 
interpreter  of  the  will  of  Zeus  and  the  exponent  of  the  public 
conscience  of  Hellas.  Hence  there  is  some  ground  for  the  well- 
known  theories  propounded  in  K.  0.  Miillcr's  Dorians,  although 
those  theories  cannot  be  maintained  as  they  stand. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  stories  which  attached  to 
Apollo  in  later  times  was  that  of  his  worship  among  the  people 
who  lived  beyond  the  Thracian  mountains,  which  the  Greeks, 
in  the  infancy  of  geography,  supposed  to  be  the  source  of  the 
north  wind.  The  blameless  Hyperboreans  were  supposed  to  be 
devoted  to  the  service  of  Apollo  and  Artemis.  With  them  the 
god  willingly  tarried  for  part  of  the  year,  and  came  thence 
drawn  by  griffins  to  visit  Delos  and  Lycia.  Herodotus  ^  heard 
at  Delos  that  sacred  offerings  were  sent  year  by  year  by  the 

*  GmerUhre,  i.  511,  529.  •  iy.  32-35. 
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Hyperboreans  to  Deloe,  through  the  medium  of  the  Scythians 
and  the  Greek  colonies  in  their  lands ;  but  he  seems  not  to 
have  believed  all  that  he  heard  on  the  subject. 

The  two  great  centres  of  ApoUine  worship  were  Delos  and 
I>elphi  The  first  was  said  to  be  the  birthplace  of  the  deity. 
The  first  Homeric  hymn  tells  how  Leto,  when  about  to  give 
birth  to  Apollo  and  his  twin-sister  Artemis,  wandered  in  pain 
over  the  lands,  seeking  in  vain  a  safe  retreat  All  places 
dreaded  the  anger  of  jealous  Hera  and  refused  shelter  to  her 
rivaL  At  last  the  island  of  Delos  agreed  to  afford  Leto  a 
sanctuary,  on  condition  that  the  god  about  to  come  to  light 
TV^ould  promise  to  make  it  his  home  for  ever,  poor  and  rocky 
as  it  was.  Even  in  Delos,  however,  the  birth  was  delayed 
because  Eileithuia  was  kept  away  by  her  mistress,  Hera :  at 
length  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  other  goddesses  and  the 
promise  of  a  necklace  overcame  her  scruples  and  she  descended 
to  the  aid  of  the  suffering  Leto.  Then  came  Apollo  forth,  and 
no  sooner  had  he  tasted  ambrosia  than  he  took  his  place  at 
once  among  the  immortals,  claiming  as  his  own  the  cithara  and 
the  bow,  in  the  use  of  which  none  could  vie  with  him.  And 
above  all,  adds  the  poet,  is  the  heart  of  Apollo  made  glad  year 
by  year  when  the  trailing-robed  lonians  gather  together  at 
Delos  with  their  wives  and  children,  to  vie  one  with  the  other 
at  the  sacred  games  in  boxing  and  dancing  and  song. 

This  hymn  gives  us  in  simple  form  the  story  which  arose 
out  of  the  Delian  cultus  of  Apollo  and  which  agreed  with 
its  form,  for  in  Greece  the  sacred  local  legends  are  always  in  the 
same  key  as  local  rites  and  ceremonies.  The  second  Homeric 
hymn  to  the  Pythian  Apollo  is  less  simple,  but  is  so  important 
to  Greek  mythology  that  its  contents  must  be  here  shortly 
summarised.  The  poet  narrates  that  Apollo  wandered  through 
Hellas  seeking  everywhere  a  spot  where  he  might  establish 
his  temple  and  the  oracle  whereby  he  should  enlighten  man- 
kind as  to  the  will  of  Heaven.  He  rejected  lolcus  in  Thessaly 
and  the  Lelantian  plain,  and  passed  without  loitering  the  wooded 
hill  whereon  in  after  years  Thebes  was  to  stand.  For  a  moment 
he  hesitated  whether  to  choose  a  site  by  the  stream  of  Telphusa ; 
but  the  nymph  craftily  dissuaded  him  from  the  idea  by 
representing  that  the  noise  of  chariots  in  the  plain  and  the 
crowds  of  cattle  which  watered  at  her  stream  would  interfere 
with  the  solemnity  of  his  temple.  Then  he  went  on  to  rocky 
Pytho  on  the  seaward  slope  of  Parnassus ;  and  there,  by  the 
fountain,  he  slew  with  his  arrows  a  terrible  serpent,  to  whose 
nursing  Hera  had  once  intrusted  the  child  Typhaon,  whom  she 
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had  brought  forth  by  her  unaided  force  as  Zeus  had  brought 
forth  Athena.  The  monster  lay  and  rotted  in  the  sun,  whence 
the  place  was  called  the  place  of  decay  (Pytho).  There 
Apollo  built  his  temple,  his  architects  being  Trophonius  and 
Agamedes,  and  his  workers  eager  crowds  of  votaries  from  the 
district  round.  But  he  went  back  once  more  to  Telphusa, 
resolved  there  also  to  dwell  as  Apollo  Telphusius,  and  he 
punished  the  perfidy  of  the  nymph  by  rolling  a  stone  upon  her 
spring. 

Then  he  set  about  providing  ministers  for  the  new  temple. 
There  was  sailing  past  a  ship  from  Minoian  Cnossus  full  of  men  ; 
Apollo  made  his  way  to  it  in  the  form  of  a  dolphin  and  bore  it 
up  from  below,  whUe  at  the  same  time  he  sent  a  strong  wind 
from  above  which  landed  the  affirighted  mariners  in  the  harbour 
of  Crissa.     Here  Apollo  appeared  to  them  in  his  own  form — 

avc/94  €i8o/icvos  al(rfi^  re  xparc^  re 
irpiadrj/By,  X^^'H/^  ciXv/acvos  eupcas  a>fiovs, 

and  invited  them  to  become  his  first  priests,  promising  them, 
though  the  soil  was  barren  and  poor,  that  they  shoidd  never 
want,  since  all  the  tribes  round  would  vie  one  with  the  other 
in  pouring  rich  offerings  into  the  Delphian  temple.  Thus  they 
followed  him  to  the  Pythian  temple,  singing  Cretan  pieans, 
while  he  marched  before  them  playing  the  lyre,  and  they  became 
his  trusty  servants  and  interpreters. 

This  hymn  confuses  Apollo  Pythius  and  Apollo  Delphinius. 
Apollo  Delphinius  would  seem,  as  Welcker  remarks,  to  be  the 
deity  who  gives  at  sea  fine  weather,  when  dolphins  play  on  the 
surface.  We  have  reason  to  think  that  he  was  worshipped  in 
this  guise  in  Crete,  and  especially  by  Cretan  mariners,  and  the 
very  name  Crissa  indicates  that  there  was  a  Cretan  settlement 
on  the  seashore  by  Delphi.  Crissa  was  conquered  by  the 
Amphictions  about  &a  590 ;  and  it  appears  that  the  hymn 
dates  from  an  earlier  period  than  this :  it  has  all  the  air  of  a 
priestly  invention,  a  hymn  made  partly  with  a  view  to  raising 
contributions.  Delphi  must  have  belonged  to  ApoUg  Delphinius, 
but  the  name  Pytho,  which  seems  older,  carries  other  associar 
tions.  The  Pythian  Apollo  is  not^  like  the  Delphinian,  detached, 
but  is  the  son  of  Leto  and  the  brother  of  Artemis :  in  Delphic 
inscriptions  this  is  clearly  testified ;  and  he  is  far  more  nearly 
akin  to  the  deity  of  the  Iliad  and  of  Delos.  He  is  the  great 
oracular  god  who  governed  the  public  conscience  of  Greece, 
and  without  whose  advice  seldom  a  colony  set  forth,  nor  did  a 
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city  adopt  a  new  cultus,  nor  even  sometimes  a  man  of  rank  take 
an  important  step  in  life. 

In  later  times  the  attribute  of  healing  of  diseases^  vhieh  had 

belonged  successively  to  Pseeon  and  to  Apollo,  passed  to  .the 

son  of  Apollo,  Asklepius.     The  worship  of  Asklepius  originally 

belonged  to  Thessaly,  whence    it   seems   to  have   passed  to 

Spidaurus  in  Argolis,  but  was  also  firmly  seated  in  Cos  and 

at   Athens.      It  was  also  adopted  warmly  by  the  people  of 

Pergamon,  and  when  that  city  grew  great  the  cultus  of  the 

deity  spread  more  and  more  widely.     In  late  Greek  times  it 

-WBB  exceedingly  prevalent :  belief  in  many  deities  died  away, 

lyut  the  gifts  of  Asklepius  were  of  so  material  and  obvious  a 

value  that  his  cultus  was  maintained,  and  was  in  fact  largely 

adulterated  with  the  juggling  and  theomancy  which  marked 

the  religion  of  later  Greece.     When  the  impostor  Alexander 

of  Aboniteichos  set  himself  up  as  the  revealer  of  the  will  of 

the  gods,  Asklepius  was  the  deity  whom  he  claimed  specially 

to  represent.     The  temples  of  Asklepius  in  every  city  were 

much  resorted  to  by  those  who  had  diseases ;  these  slept  in  the 

temple,  and  the  god  revealed  to  them  in  a  dream  by  what  means 

they  might  become  whole.    Of  late  years  it  has  been  the  custom 

to  represent  the  temples  of   Asklepius   as  hospitals  and  his 

priests  as  skilled  physicians ;  but  this  seems  to  be  at  least  an 

exaggeration  of  the  truth.     Physicians  were  inclined  to  regard 

the  services  of  the  Asklepian  priests  as  quackery,  and  the  very 

complete  excavations  of  the  Asklepieia  at  Athens  and  Epidaurus 

made  recently  ^  have  failed  to  show  that  in  it  any  methodical 

course  of  therapeutic  treatment  was  ever  adopted. 

Besideis  the  deity  of  Delphi  and  Delos,  the  brother  of 
Artemis,  and  the  prophet  of  Zeus,  there  existed  in  Greece  many 
forms  of  Apollo.  These  seem  to  have  been  originally  inde- 
pendent, though  of  course  in  later  times  their  splendour  was 
overshadowed  and  their  attributes  absorbed  by  the  Homeric 
and  Delphic  divinity.  At  Athens,  for  instance,  a  local  deity 
was  worshipped  under  the  name  of  Apollo  Patrous,  and  by  a  re- 
markable turn  of  legend  he  was  said  ^  to  be  a  son  of  Hephaestus 
and  Athena — one  instance  among  many  of  the  extreme  elas- 
ticity and  nebulousness  of  Greek  myth&  It  was  in  honour  of 
this  god  that  the  Athenian  Thargelia  were  celebrated ;  and  he 
was  regarded  as  the  father  of  Ion,  and  invoked  on  solemn 
occasions  as  the  ancestor  of  the  Athenian  race.      At  many 

^  Cf.  Girard,  L'Atdepieion  d*AtlUnet;  Kavvadias,  PoutUea  d'Epidaure ; 
P.  Gardner,  New  Chapters  in  Qreek  Bikoryy  chap.  xii. 
*  Cioero,  De  Nat,  Leorwni  iii.  22. 
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Athenian  doors  ^again  «tood  an  image,  a  shrine,  or  an  altar  of 
Apollo  Aguieus,  the  god  of  streets,  and  his  sacred  laurel  comr 
•monly  grew  near  by. 

Argos  was  one  of  the  principal  seats  of  the  worship  of 
Apollo  Lyeeius,  the  god  of  light  and  of  day.  For  some  reason, 
and  probably  a  reason  more  solid  than  mere  resemblance  of 
name,  the  wolf  was  in  Argos  regarded  as  the  sacred  animal  of 
Apollo,  and  in  that  capacity  appears  on  the  coins  of  Argos 
from  the  earliest  period.  Apollo  Lyceius  was  the  great  god  of 
Lycia,  and  the  early  coins  of  Lycia  are  full  of  emblems  which 
may  refer  to  his  solar  functions,  the  three-legged  symbol,  the 
lion,  and  winged  monsters.  It  is,  however,  to  be  noted  that  the 
wolf  is  not  among  them.  In  the  Troad  also,  which  was  partly 
occupied  by  Lycians,  Apollo  Lyceius  was  held  in  universal 
honour,  a  fact  which  may  account  for  the  Trojan  bias  of  Apollo 
in  the  Iliad,  In  some  parts  of  the  Troad,  however,  as  At 
Grynium,  he  was  worshipped  as  Smintheus,  the  patron  or  the 
enemy  of  mice. 

In  other  parts  of  Greece  again  Apollo  was  regarded  aa  patron 
of  herds  and  agriculture,  and  called  Nomius  or  Epimelius.  In 
this  form  the  deity  was  carried  by  Minyans  to  Cyrene,  where, 
according  to  legend,  Apollo  watched  over  the  flocks  and  be- 
stowed on  men  the  gift  of  the  silphium,  the  principal  pro- 
duction of  the  district  He  became,  by  Cyrene  the  njrmph, 
father  of  Aristaeus,  a  great  patron  of  agriculture  and  the  Urst  of 
mankind  to  keep  bees  for  honey.  Of  the  same  character  was 
the  Apollo  Cameius,  or  Hyacinthius,  worshipped  at  the  old 
Achaean  town  of  AmyclsB  in  the  shape  of  an  archaic  statue, 
a  trunk  but  for  the  head,  hands,  and  feet.  Apollo  Nomius 
possessed  large  flocks  and  herds  in  various  parts  of  Greece,  at 
ApoUonia  in  Epirus  for  instance,  which  were  tended  by  sacred 
slaves  and  brought  great  profit  They  remind  us  of  the  herds 
of  Helios  in  the  Odyssey.  No  doubt  the  story  that  Apollo 
kept  the  flocks  of  Admetus  at  PhersB  is  one  of  the  legends 
which  attached  to  the  pastoral  form  of  the  deity. 

Like  Apollo,  Artemis  is  presented  to  us  in  Greek  religious 
history  in  two  forms,  sometimes  as  the  twin-sister  of  Apollo, 
sharing  his  honours  at  Delos  and  Delphi,  sometimes  as  an 
independent  goddess  of  uncertain  origin.  Of  course  as  time 
went  on  the  sister  of  Apollo  absorbed  all  other  forms  of 
Artemis,  and  the  legends  belonging  to  her  were  applied  freely 
to  them  also.  But  it  is  noteworthy  that  in  the  Homeric  Delian 
hymn  the  birth  of  Apollo  only  is  mentioned,  not  that  of 
Artemis ;  and  in  the  Iliad,  Artemis  is  dealt  with  in  a  manner 
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which  would  have  been  impossible  had  her  fame  and  worship 
been  as  widely  extended  and  as  deeply  seated  as  in  later  times. 
.  Ab  the  fimctions  of  Apollo  are  derived  from  his  identification 
with  the  sun,  so  those  of  Artemis  accrue  to  her  as  the  Moon- 
goddess,  even  those  in  which  she  is  closely  united  to  Apollo  as 
a  colleague.  In  Asia  Minor  the  lion  and  the  bull  occur  and 
recur  apart  and  together  in  all  early  art :  the  former  represents 
the  sun  and  dry  heat,  the  latter  the  moon  and  that  moisture 
which  the  ancients  closely  connected  with  it.^  Among  the 
Greeks  the  nobler  forms  of  Apollo  and  his  sister  take  the  place 
of  these  animal  symbols,  but  yet  also  appear  together;  to- 
gether they  shoot  Tityus  and  destroy  the  dnildren  of  Niobe ; 
together  on  the  frieze  of  the  Phigaleian  temple  they  advance  in 
their  chariot ;  and  Artemis  hastens  to  the  aid  of  her  brother's 
temple  when  it  is  attacked  by  the  Gauls.  As  Apollo  sends  an 
early  and  easy  death  to  men,  so  does  Artemis  to  women. 

Some  of  the  most  general  and  important  of  the  functions  of 
Axtemis  are  those  connected  with  child-birth,  which  are  attri- 
buted to  her,  although  regarded  as  a  virgin,  in  virtue  of  her 
lunar  nature.  Scarcely  in  any  Greek  city  would  a  temple  of 
Artemis  be  wanting,  and  hither  would  the  women  flock  to  pray 
for  gentle  treatment  at  the  time  of  child-birth.  Of  the  vows 
there  taken  we  have  abundant  record  in  the  commonness  of 
such  names  as  Artemon  and  Artemidorus.  Partly  in  connection 
with  this  function  of  Artemis,  and  partly  from  an  idea  that 
dampness  is  the  source  of  life  and  growth,  young  creatures  of 
all  kinds,  both  wild  and  tame,  were  regarded  as  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  goddess.  Many  of  her  temples  in  Peloponnesus 
and  elsewhere  were  surrounded  by  parks  full  alike  of  the  more 
timid  and  the  bolder  of  wild  beasts :  that  of  Artemis  near 
Cleitor  and  that  of  Syracuse  are  instances.  -These  were 
places  of  asylum  for  animals  chased  by  men  or  by  beasts 
of  prey,  and  it  was  said  that  these  latter  lost  their  savage 
nature  on  entering  the  sacred  precincts,  and  that  all  creatures 
which  lived  there  were  at  peace  together.  We  are  accustomed 
to  speak  of  Artemis  as  the  huntress;  but  in  sculpture,  even 
when  she  is  drawing  the  bow,  a  stag  often  stands  by  her 
side.  She  is  far  more  the  preserver  than  the  destroyer  of  wild 
animals ;  and  thus  she  became  an  object  of  worship  to  herds- 
men, having  it  in  her  power  to  bestow  fertility  on  cattle  or  to 
plague  them  with  barrenness. 

^  The  fact  that  dew  is  most  abundant  in  clear  moonlit  nights  must 
alwajTB  have  been  familiar. 
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The  cultUB  of  Artemis  was  widely  spread  in  Peloponnesus. 
Here  her  most  frequent  cognomen  was  limnsa  or  limnatisy 
and  her  temples  were  moetlj  set  on  the  verge  of  a  lake  or 
marsh.  The  standing  water  was  sacred  to  her,  and  she  was 
queen  of  all  the  rout  who  were  supposed  by  the  Greeks  to 
have  their  home  in  such  places,  naiads  and  dryads  and  oreads. 
These  attended  her  when  she  sped  through  the  forest  at  nighty 
and  bathed  with  her  in  remote  nooks  and  caves;  and  her 
presence  effectually  protected  them  from  intrusion  and  violence. 
In  the  high-land  between  Laconia  and  Messenia  was  a  temple 
of  linmffia  as  goddess  of  the  alliance  of  the  two  states.  We  are 
told  that  it  was  at  a  festival  held  in  honour  of  this  goddess 
that  the  quarrel  between  the  Laconians  and  the  Messenians 
took  place  which  led  to  their  first  war.^  According  to  the  story 
of  the  former,  the  Messenians  did  violence  to  the  Spartan  girls 
who  came  to  sing  and  dance  in  honour  of  the  goddess.  Artemis 
LimnsBa  or  Potamia  was  carried  by  Dorian  colonists  to  Sicily, 
and  there  seems  to  have  been  highly  venerated.  Another  form 
of  the  Peloponnesian  Artemis  was  Calliste  or  Callisto.  Gallisto 
was  said  to  have  been  changed  into  a  bear,  and  the  bear  was 
one  of  the  animals  sacred  to  Artemis,  and  often  kept  in  a  tame 
condition  in  her  temple.  Similarly  the  Brauronian  Artemis  of 
Athens  was  closely  connected  with  the  bear,  and  the  girls  who 
danced  in  her  honour  were  called  bears.  In  Bosotia  and 
Tliessaly  the  worship  of  the  moon  goddess  took  a  somewhat 
different  form.  Those  were  the  lands  of  witches  and  enchant- 
ments, and  in  all  ages  and  countries  the  moon  has  been  closely 
connected  with  these  travesties  of  religion.  As  the  witches' 
goddess,  Artemis  was  called  Hecate.  But  the  degradation  of 
Hecate  belongs,  like  her  representation  in  threefold  shape,  to 
a  later  time.  There  is  a  remarkable  passage  in  Hesiod's 
Theogony  in  her  honour,  which  is  ancient,  although  suspected 
of  being  an  interpolation  where  it  occurs.^  Hecate  is  said 
there  to  be  of  Titanic  race,  daughter  of  Perses  and  Asterie, 
and  /tovvoycnys,  by  which  it  would  seem  that  in  Boeotia  she 
had  no  connection  with,  Apollo.  She  is  praised  in  extravagant 
language,  declared  to  possess  highest  honour  among  the  im- 
mortal gods,  to  have  been  from  the  first  partaker  of  the  powers 
of  deities  who  ruled  heaven,  earth,  and  sea,  and  to  have  been 
confirmed  by  Zeus,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  Olympian  throne, 
in  all  her  prerogatives.  She  can  aid,  the  poet  adds,  the  speaker 
in   the   coimcil  and   the   warrior   in   the  battlefield;    giving 

^  Paus.  iv.  4,  2.  '  Lines  411-452. 
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honour  to  whom  she  will,  she  assists  kings  in  judgment  and 
hunters  in  the  chase,  and  with  Hermes  can  increase  the  cattle 
lA  the  stall.  Indeed,  according  to  this  passage,  Hecate  seems 
to  have  occupied  for  a  time  in  Boeotia  much  the  same  position 
of  dignity  which  Athena  held  in  Athens ;  indeed,  much  of  tlie 
language  used  would  apply  well  to  Athena  At  Phersd  in 
Thessaly  Hecate  was  much  worshipped  under  the  name  of 
^mo,  and  she  appears  frequently  on  the  coins  of  the  city 
under  a  form  scarcely  to  be  ctistinguished  from  that  of  Artemis, 
never  in  triple  shape. 

By  no  means  identical  with  the  Hellenic  Artemis,  yet  related 
to  her  in  attribute  and  perhaps  of  similar  origin,  were  other 
female  deities  in  lands  bordering  on  Greece,  whom  the  Greeks 
called  by  the  general  name  of  Artemis,  and  whose  cultus  was 
adopted  by  Greek  colonists  when  they  settled  in  lands  where 
it  was  already  established.  Such  was  the  Thracian  Bendis, 
whose  worship  was  a  recent  importation  into  Athens  in  the 
time  of  Socrates,  and  seems  to  have  possessed  something  of 
orgiastic  and  Phrygian  character ;  such  was  Dictynna,  the  moon- 
goddess  of  Crete,  who  was  in  late  times  the  chief  or  at  least 
the  most  characteristic  deity  of  the  island ;  such  was  the  Selene 
of  Mount  Latmus  in  Caria,  whose  association  with  Endymion 
sufficiently  distinguishes  her  from  the  virgin  sister  of  Apollo. 
The  deity  worshipped  on  the  shores  of  the  Euxine,  and  called 
the  Tauric  Artemis,  was,  according  to  legend,  a  fierce  and  martial 
deity  to  whom  were  sacrified  all  strangers  found  in  the  country. 
She  was  probably  chief  goddess  of  a  tribe  of  wreckers  who 
caused  terror  among  the  Greek  sailors  of  the  Euxine.  The 
name  Tauris,  from  its  likeness  to  ravpos,  seems  to  have  caused  a 
confusion  between  the  Tauric  goddess  and  Artemis,  or  Selene 
Tauropolos,  a  moon-goddess  who  was  represented  in  art  as  riding 
on  a  Imll,  and  to  whom  oxen  were  often  sacrificed. 

But  of  course  the  most  celebrated  of  the  Asiatic  forms  of 
Artemis^  so  celebrated  indeed  that  in  the  late  times  of  Greece 
she  outshone  her  Hellenic  namesake,  was  the  Artemis  of 
Ephesus.  It  appears  that  when  Androclus  the  son  of  Codrus 
landed  with  his  Ionian  followers  at  the  port  of  Ephesus,  he 
found  near  the  hill,  which  he  chose  as  a  site  for  his  city,  a 
temple  of  an  Asiatic  goddess  of  nature  surrounded  by  a  colony 
of  temple  slaves  or  UpoBovXoi,  and  an  ancient  college  of  eimuch 
priests.  This  deity  the  new  colony  adopted.  Her  nature  they 
could  not  entirely  change :  its  roots  were  struck  too  deep  in 
local  veneration ;  but  they  gave  her  a  Greek  name,  and 
identified  her  with  Artemis,  because,  like  Artemis,  she  was  a 
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moon-goddess,  patroness  of  yoimg.  life  and  jgrowth,  and  ruler 
of  waste  places.  The  Greek  civicCi^  and  the  ancient  religious 
hierarchy  of  the  temple  went  on  side  by  side,  sometimes  the 
one  encroaching  and  sometimes  the  other.  In  the  stirring 
times  after  Alexander,  the  Hellenic  spirit  was  near  gaining  the 
entire  mastery ;  and  at  that  time  probably  the  Hellenic  legends 
were  most  freely  applied  to  the  Asiatic  divinity;  but  a  re- 
action came,  and  in  the  later  days  of  paganism,  when  the 
Greek  gods  were  scarcely  believed  in,  but  more  venerable  and 
mysterious  cults  were  in  demand,  the  Artemis  of  Ephesus  re- 
verted more  to  her  older  form.  The  barbarous,  many-breasted, 
archaic  image,  in  which  her  majesty  was  embodied,  constantly 
appears  on  coins  of  Ephesus  of  Koman  times  and  is  copied 
on  the  coins  of  other  cities  far  and  near.  Closely  similar  to 
the  Ephesian  Artemis  was  the  Artemis  of  Perga  and  several 
other  cities  of  Asia. 

With  Apollo  and  Artemis  we  may  compare  another  pair  of 
celestial  twins  of  fame  less  wide.  These  are  Castor  and 
Polydeuces,  called  in  a  special  sense  the  Dioscuri,  or  sons  of 
Zeus.  Their  mother  Leda  nearly  corresponds  to  Leto  in  name 
and  in  function,  and  they,  like  the  children  of  Leto,  are  im- 
personations of  the  heavenly  bodies.  They  are  in  one  aspect  the 
morning  and  the  evening  star,  which  are  closely  alike  and  yet  do 
not  appear  together ;  and  the  tales  told  of  them,  which  need  not 
be  here  repeated,  are  mostly  connected  with  this  physical  mean- 
ing. The  Asvins  or  two  riders  of  Vedic  mythology,  closely 
correspond  to  the  Dioscuri  in  physical  meaning,  and  like  them 
are  thought  of  as  continually  on  horsebacks  This  seems  to 
show  that  the  Dioscuri  belong  to  early  Greek  mythology ;  and 
in  fact,  though  these  twin  deities  are  almost  exclusively 
Laconian,  yet  other  pairs  corresponding  to  them  are  to  be 
found  among  other  Greek  tribes — Idas  and  Lynceus  in  Messenia^ 
and  Amphion  and  Zethus  at  Thebes. 

The  true  home  of  the  Dioscuri  was  of  course  at  Sparta. 
Thence  their  cultus  wandered  forth  to  Dorian  colonies  such 
as  Syracuse  and  Tarentum,  and  from  soutiiem  Italy  passed 
at  no  late  period  into  Rome,  where  they  became  tutelary  deities 
of  the  class  of  Equites ;  and  in  the  ^gean.  and  in  Asia  Minor 
a  cultus,  which  seems  to  have  been  radically  distinct  from 
theirs,  was  mingled  with  it,  that  of  the  Cabiri  of  Samothrace, 
to  whose  agency  was  attributed  the  mysterious  twin  fires  which 
in  stormy  weather  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea  appeared  about 
the  masts  of  ships  and  was  considered  by  the  ancients  to  be 
a  very  happy  omen.     Thus  the  Dioscuri,  being  confused  with 
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the  Cabin,  were  regarded  as  deities  alike  of  horsemanship  and 
of  seamanship;  and  in  the  times  after  Alexander  they  be- 
came popular  in  one  capacity  or  the  other  in  Syria,  and  even 
as  far  as  India,  frequently  appearing  on  coins  of  the  Greek 
kings  of  those  regions. 

The  origin  of  Poseidon  and  the  way  of  his  introduction  into 
the  Greek  pantheon  have  been  much  discussed  Certainly  by 
the  time  of  Homer  he  is  not  only  a  member  of  the  Olympian 
assembly  but  one  of  the  most  characteristic  members  of  it, 
differing  in  this  from  the  other  great  deities  of  water,  Nereus 
and  Triton  and  Oceanus.  Herodotus,^  as  is  well  known,  declares 
that  the  Greeks  imported  alike  the  name  and  the  cultus  of 
Poseidon  from  Libya;  but  to  modem  writers  this  seems  so 
extremely  improbable  that  they  are  driren  to  supposing  that 
Herodotus  was  misled  by  some  similarity  of  name.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  name  Poseidon  is  connected  with  ?ro<ris, 
roTosyVorafios,  but  in  early  times  Poseidon  was  regarded  not  as 
ruler  of  drinkable  waters,  but  of  the  sea  only.  The  opinion 
generally  accepted  is  that  Poseidon  was  deity  of  some  sea^roving 
and  fishing  tribe  of  Hellenic  or  semi-Hellenic  race,  and  from 
them  adopted  among  Greeks  generally.  If  so,  we  must  place 
such  adoption  at  a  very  early  period  indeed,  for  among  ^oUans, 
Aclueans,  and  loAians,  the  worship  of  Poseidon  is  of  a  widespread 
character  and  has  every  appearance  of  being  ancestral  He  was 
the  reputed  father  of  many  heroes,  the  founders  of  great  houses, 
and  disputed  the  possession  of  Athens  with  Athena,  and  the 
possession  of  Corinth  with  Helios. 

The  two  chief  functions  of  Poseidon  seem  at  first  sight  to  be 
somewhat  inconsistent  one  with  the  other.  Poseidon  is  on  the 
one  hand  god  of  the  sea,  of  its  waves  and  storms,  and  of  earth- 
quakes, and  on  the  other  hand  as  Hippius  the  giver  to  mankind 
of  the  horse,  the  patron  of  horse-races  and  the  ancestor  of 
chivalrous  races  of  horsemen.  It  is  strange  that  sailors  and 
cavalry  should  have  the  same  special  patron.  Welcker  shows 
in  a  learned  passage  that  in  many  countries  ships  are  spoken 
of  as  horses,  and  that  it  is  a  natural  image  of  poetry  to  compare 
waves  which  race  and  gallop  to  wliite-maned  horses.-  This  is 
true,  yet  we  are  scarcely  disposed  to  consider  the  aptness  of 
these  comparisons  a  sufficient  reason  for  attributing  the  patron- 
ship  of  horses  and  ships  to  the  same  deity.  There  are  probably 
historical  reasons  for  the  phenomenon.  In  Greece  the  same 
races  were  renowned  for  riding  and  sailing.     Thessaly  was  the 

*  ii.  50.  '  Or,  QmterUhre,  i.  632. 


138  RSLIOION   AND    MYTHOLOGY 

great  seat  of  the  chivalrous  aristocracy  who  established  the 
coitus  of  Poseidon  Hippius,  and  it  was  from  a  Thessalian  harbour 
that  the  Argonauts  sailed  to  bring  home  the  golden  fleece.  The 
Boeotians  and  the  Minysa  were  alike  renowned  for  cavalry  and 
ships.  So  were  the  Tarentines.  Taras  was  regarded  as  a  son 
of  Poseidon,  and  in  his  city  of  Tarentum  the  cultus  of  Poseidon 
was  firmly  established;  and  at  the  same  time  the  people  of 
that  city  were  noted  for  their  love  of  horses.  Their  coins 
commonly  bear  on  one  side  Taras  riding  on  a  dolphin,  on  the 
other  Taras  or  Phalanthus  riding  a  horse.  The  Dioscuri  too, 
the  mythical  horsemen  par  exceUenee,  were  especially  gods  of 
mariners. 

In  Greece  proper  there  were  several  renowned  seats  of 
Poseidon.  On  the  Isthmus  of  Corinth  was  a  noted  temple 
dedicated  to  him,  surrounded  by  a  sacred  tetiienoe,  which  was 
the  scene  of  the  famous  Isthmian  gaaies,  games  in  which  a 
considerable  part  was  taken  by  horse-races,  and  in  which  boats 
would  seem  to  have  competed.^  At  Sunium,  where  Attica  juts 
out  into  the  sea,  there  was  another  important  Poseidium,  of 
which  interesting  remains  are  still  to  be  seen.  But  it  waa 
among  the  cities  of  the  Achsdan  shore  that  this  deity  was  most 
highly  esteemed,  at  JEg^  and  Helice,  where,  according  to 
Homer,  the  lonians  brought  him  splendid  presents  and  sacrificed 
bulls  in  his  honour.  The  horse-loving  aristocracy  of  Thessaly 
and  BoBotia  had  many  temples  of  Poseidon,  and  his  figure  or  his 
symbols  are  frequent  on  coins  of  those  districts.  To  the  special 
pantheon  of  the  Dorians  he  seems  on  the  other  hand  to  have 
been  a  stranger ;  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  Dorians,  stalwart 
spearmen  as  they  were,  were  scarcely  at  home  either  at  sea  or 
in  the  saddle. 

In  Asia  Minor  the  most  noted  seat  of  the  god  was  the 
Panionium  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Mycale,  where  assembled  in 
his  honour  representatives  of  the  Ionian  cities  of  Asia  Minor. 
There  until  late  times  was  held  a  sacred  festival  and  games,  as 
at  all  the  great  seats  of  the  gods ;  and  the  temple  served  as  a 
tie  to  bind  together  the  great  cities  of  the  coast,  and  to  remind 
them  of  their  common  origin  as  contrasted  with  tl^t  of  less 
civilised  neighbours. 

Poseidon  as  recognised  ruler  of  waters  stood  at  the  head  of  a 
large  class  of  deities  who  dwelt  in  and  ruled  sea  and  river. 
Some  of  these,  such  as  Nereus  and  Triton,  seem  more  strictly 
elemental  beings  than  Poseidon  himself,  and  may  have  been  in- 

V  See  the  Journal  of  HeUenie  Studia,  ii.  315. 
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iroduced  ^rlier  than  he  into  the  pantheon  of  the  Greeks.  But 
these  were  scarcely  objects  of  worship  in  historical  times ;  they 
were  spoken  of  in  mythological  poems,  and  sometimes  represented 
in  works  of  art^  but  it  was  not  to  them  that  sailors  prayed  in 
distress  or  dedicated  pictures  on  their  safe  return  home.  In 
the  later  art  of  Greece,  beginning  from  the  time  of  Praxiteles 
and  Scopes,  sea-dsemons,  called  by  the  generic  name  of  Tritons, 
and  sea^nymphs  who  sported  with  them  amid  the  waves,  to- 
gether with  sea-horses,  sea-bulls,  and  other  imagined  monsters 
occupy  a  great  space.  They  are  as  familiar  to  all  lovers  of 
Greek  art  as  are  the  Satyrs  and  Panisci  and  N3rmphs,  who  are 
their  counterpart  on  dry  land.  But  these  are  the  creation  of 
Greek  artistic  fancy  and  not  of  the  religious  needs  of  the  people ; 
they  arose  more  from  the  love  of  beJEtuty  than  from  religious 
sentiment. 

On  the  other  hand  the -deities  of  rivers  and  the  Nymphs  of 
springs  were  the  objects  of  real  worship.  Achelous  at  Dodona 
and  Alpheius  at  Olympia  stood  in  close  connection  with  the 
greatest  of  Greek  temples  and  received  continual  sacrifices. 
£ven  lesser  streams  had  their  shrines  and  altars,  and  Hesiod  ^ 
bids  his  countrymen  not  to  cross  a  river  before  washing  their 
hands  and  praying,  looking  earnestly  the  while  at  the  stream. 
Shrines  of  the  Nymphs  must  have  been  among  the  commonest 
features  of  Greek  pastoral  scenes,  by  every  flowing  stream  and 
in  every  cave.  The  Nymphs  were  regarded  with  awe  as  the 
beings  who  often  brought  youths  and  maidens  to  an  untimely 
end,  carrying  them  off  like  Hylas.  They  were  looked  on  as 
the  principle  of  life  and  growth,  and  of  individuality  in  spring 
or  tree  or  glen,  the  soul  of  nature  diffused  everywhere  through 
its  body. 

Not  one  of  the  deities  of  Olympus  is  of  loftier  stamp  or  more 
purely  Hellenic  character  than  Pallas  Athena.  The  noble 
conceptions  formed  of  her  have  both  in  ancient  and  modem 
times  somewhat  concealed  her  physical  origin,  and  made  it  less 
obvious  which  of  the  elements  of  the  physical  universe  is 
embodied  in  her  person.  According  to  Welcker  she  represents 
the  aether,  that  substance  which  plays  a  great  part  in  the 
theories,  half  physical,  half  metaphysical,  of  ancient  philo- 
sophers. JEXhei  was  supposed  to  be  a  substance  bounding  the 
heavens  above,  the  source  of  light ;  and  at  the  same  time 
diffused  through  plants  and  animals  as  the  source  of  their  life 
and  energy.     Sauer  and  Roscher  prefer  to  consider  her  as  the 

^  Worh  afid  Dayt,  735. 
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impersonation  of  the  lightning  and  a  deity  of  storm.  Athena 
is  bom  from  the  brain  of  Zeus,  is  his  favourite  daughter,  and 
bears  the  segis,  the  symbol  of  storm  and  thunder.  Athena  has 
close  relations  with  Hephaestus ;  these  receive  an  explanation 
when  we  think  of  both  as  spirits  of  fire  and  lightning.  She  is 
patroness  of  thought  and  of  wisdom ;  and  we  reflect  that,  by 
the  ancients,  thought  in  man  was  supposed  to  be  due  to  the 
presence  of  heavenly  light  and  fire.  Athena  also,  like  almost 
all  Greek  goddesses,  is  not  free  from  an  admixture  of  lunar 
elements. 

It  has  been  observed^  that  a  close  parallel  to  Athena  in 
several  of  her  fimctions  is  to  be  found  in  the  German  Valkyrie, 
the  demon  alike  of  storm  and  battle,  who  at  the  same  time, 
like  Athena,  is  cunning  in  the  works  of  the  loom. 

In  a  fine  passage,  the  twenty-eighth  Homeric  Hymn  teUs  how 
in  the  solemn  assembly  of  the  gods  Athena  leapt  suddenly  from 
the  head  of  Zeus,  spear  in  hand,  and  glistening  in  golden 
armour ;  how  wonder  held  all  the  immortals,  while  earth  shook 
and  foam  leapt  forth  from  the  sea,  and  the  son  of  Hyperion 
stayed  his  swift  steeds  in  the  sky.  It  is  difficult  to  read  the 
passage  without  finding  in  it  a  mythical  version  of  the  facts  of 
the  storm;  and  it  is  but  another  reading  of  the  same  facts 
when  Athena  is  described  as  most  conspicuous  among  the  gods 
in  that  great  battle  with  the  Giants,  which  is  prominent  alike 
in  Greek  mythology  and  Greek  art 

The  great  seat  of  Athena  in  historical  times  was  of  course 
Athens,  the  city  which  bore  her  name,  and  the  personality  of 
which  she  entirely  embodies.  In  the  reliefs  at  the  head  of 
treaties  and  other  such  documents,  Athena  always  appears  as 
the  sole  representative  of  Athens  ;  and  on  Athenian  coins,  from 
the  earliest  to  the  latest  days  of  coinage,  her  effigy  is  all  but 
invariable.  She  is  involved  also  in  all  the  most  ancient  of 
Athenian  legends.  Erechtheus,  the  original  serpent-footed 
inhabitant  of  the  country,  from  whom  later  Athenians  were 
derived,  was  regarded  as  her  special  favourite.  He  no  doubt 
would  have  been  represented  as  her  son,  but  that  her  virginity 
was  part  of  the  current  legend ;  he  was  therefore  regarded  as 
son  of  Hephaestus  and  Ge,  but  received  at  his  birth  by  Athena, 
and  by  her  handed  over  to  the  fostering  care  of  her  priestesses, 
the  daughters  of  Cecrops,  Herse,  Aglauros,  and  Pandrosos. 
These  priestesses  play  an  important  part  in  Athenian  legend, 
and  they  are  as  embodiments  of  dew  inseparable  from  the 

^  RoBcher,  Lexicon,  p.  675. 
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culiufl  of  Athena  Cecrope  their  father  learned  from  Athena 
the  secrets  of  agriculture,  and  received  the  gift  of  the  olive, 
most  precious  of  trees  to  the  Greeks.  Thus  in  the  early 
legend  the  goddess  appears  as  patroness  of  country  life  and 
agriculture ;  it  was  not  until  Athens  became  rich  and  populous 
that  she  appears  in  Attica  as  a  stately  city  goddess. 

But  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  Athena  was  at 
Athens  a  single  and  definite  personahty.  Rather  we  notice  in 
this  case  prominently  a  phenomenon  familiar  to  all  who  study 
Greek  religious  belief,  several  forms  of  the  same  deity  existing 
side  by  side,  distinguished  by  varying  surname  and  attribute, 
and  regarded  in  popular  belief  as  actually  distinct.  On  the 
Athenian  Acropolis  the  temple  of  Athena  Polias  was  distinct 
from  the  temple  of  Athena  Nike ;  and  in  the  narrow  limits 
of  Attica  there  were  many  other  recognised  forms  of  Athena 
which  must  be  studiously  kept  apart.  At  Alalcomens  was 
a  very  ancient  shrine,  and  the  title  'AXaXjcofievrjU  is  applied 
to  Athena  even  by  Homer.  Then  there  was  a  temple  of 
Athena  Sciias  on  the  sacred  way,  which  was  a  great  place  for 
castii^  lot&  In  Athens  also  were  shrines  of  Athena  Ergane, 
Athena  Hippia,  Athena  Hygieia,  and  each  of  these  surnames 
indicates  a  new  set  of  attributes  appropriated  to  Athena,  and 
a  fresh  pursuit  placed  under  her  patronage  and  protection. 

Probably  the  common  people  of  Athens  coidd  scarcely  rise 
above  these  distinctions,  or  see  in  all  local  forms  the  same 
Olympian  deity  variously  revealed ;  but  the  more  educated,  who 
of  course  formed  a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  at  Athens 
than  at  other  cities,  were  capable  of  such  abstraction,  and  really 
thought  of  Athena  as  she  appears  to  us  in  the  evidence  of 
poems  and  dramas  and  works  of  sculpture,  as  the  pure  and 
high-minded  virgin,,  who  shared  the  counsels  of  Zeus  and  im- 
parted of  her  abundant  wisdom  to  men :  the  lofty  patroness 
who  founded  the  Athenian  state  and  still  upheld  it  in  a 
thousand' dangers,  giving  its  statesmen  Mrisdom,  and  diffusing 
through  the  breasts  of  its  soldiers  valour,  such  as  in  days  long 
gone  by.  she  had  bestowed  on  Herakles  and  Tydeus  and 
Odysseus;  receiving  from  the  hands  of  the  Athenian  people 
all  that  they  had  best  to  bestow  of  art  and  poetry,  and  in 
return  blessing  the  givers  of  these  gifts  with  tenfold  increase 
80  that  their  city  shone  throughout  Hellas  as  the  queen  of 
wisdom  and  the  mistress  of  beauty.  . 

If  we  enter  into  the  feelings  of  the  Greeks,  we  shall  find 
it  easy  to  discern  the  connection  of  the  various  attributes  of 
.Athena.    .The  poets,  as  is  well  known,  did  not  make  dis- 
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tinction  between  the  moral  and  the  intellectual  qualities  of 
men  :  both  alike  they  considered  to  be  the  fruit  of  the  heart. 
And  Athena,  by  strengthening  and  inspiring  men's  hearts,  could 
give  them  courage  for  the  conflict,  and  at  the  same  time  wisdom 
in  council  Her  especial  favourites,  such  as  Diomedes  and 
Odysseus,  were  noted  alike  for  prudence  and  courage.  The 
great  Pheidian  statue  of  Pallas  on  the  Acropolis  towered  above 
the  city,  and  seemed  a  standing  menace  to  any  invading  host. 
Nike  was  the  attendant  and  servant  of  all  the  greatest  gods, 
but  of  Pallas  she  was  the  second  self  and  invariable  companion, 
ever  flying  at  her  bidding,  and  yet  being  always  near  her.  The 
wingless  Nike  of  the  Acropolis  was  only  Athena  herself  in 
varied  form;  and  as  Athena  gave  wisdom  and  courage,  so 
she  bestowed  skill  on  those  engaged  in  craft  and  handiwork. 
Athena  Ergane  was,  as  Sophocles  says,  venerated  by  all  the 
working-people  {va^  6  x'^^p^^^  Xccos).  She  was  patroness  alike 
of  architect  and  sculptor,  of  carpenter  and  potter.  And  women's 
work  was  in  a  still  fuller  degree  hers :  none  could,  like  her, 
teach  to  hold  the  distaff  and  spin  the  thread,  or  give  such  skill 
in  the  arts  of  the  housewife. 

As  ^ovAaio,  Athena  controlled  the  deliberations  of  the 
Athenian  senate  ;  as  dyopala,  she  guided  the  popular  assembly, 
and  dominated  the  market-place.  As  hnricL,  she  took  the  place 
held  in  Thessaly  and  BcBotia  by  Poseidon,  as  guardian  of  the 
knightly  houses  of  the  people,  and  patroness  of  equestrian 
shows  and  exercises ;  as  vyuuz,  she  stood  beside  Asklepius  in 
imparting  healing  gifts  to  men.  In  short,  whatever  an 
Athenian  was  doing  from  morning  to  night,  it  vras  almost 
sure  to  be  something  wherein  Athena  could  give  him  aid : 
wherever  he  went,  he  could  not  escape  her  guidance  and  con- 
trol. In  her  constant  presence  he  lived,  and  she  represented 
to  him  the  ever-present  eye  of  heaven  looking  down  on  hia 
deeds. 

Though  thus  venerated  only  at  Athens,  Athena  was  by  no 
means  unknown  in  other  cities,  some  of  which,  such  as  Rhodes, 
even  claimed  an  older  cultus  than  that  of  Athens.  At  Sparta 
there  was  an  ancient  temple  lined  with  plates  of  bronze  and 
dedicated  to  Athena,  who  was  the  protecting  goddess  of  the 
city.  At  Argos,  Athena  was  held  in  only  somewhat  less  honour 
than  Hera;  at  Tegea  was  the  great  temple  of  Athena  Alea 
where  the  goddess  was  regarded  as  potent  over  agriculturo. 
The  number  of  effigies  of  Athena  which  occur  on  Greek  coins 
is  enormous ;  a  very  large  proportion  of  cities  which  issue  coin 
use  this  type  at  some  period,  and  in  dozens  of  places  in  Italy, 
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Sicily,  Northern  Greece,  Peloponnesus,  Asia  Minor,  it  is  the 
leading  device,  indicating  that  these  cities  regarded  her  as  their 
principal  deity,  voXmvxq^  ^co.  One  of  these  cities  deserves 
special  mention,  the  Greek  Ilium,  which  was  noted,  from  the 
time  of  Croesus  onwards  at  all  events,  for  its  temple  of  Athena 
nias.  On  the  coins  of  Ilium  the  temple-statue  frequently 
appears,  an  archaic  figure  bearing  in  one  hand  a  lance,  in  the 
other  a  spindle,  and  thus  conformable  to  the  words  of  the  Iliad^ 
which  speak  of  the  Trojan  goddess  as  equally  conversant  with 
the  arts  of  the  heroes  who  wielded  spear  and  shield,  and  those 
of  the  women  who  held  the  distaff  and  twined  the  thread.  In 
the  ancient  temples  of  Hellas  were  a  multitude  of  archaic 
figures  of  Pallas,  representing  her  in  full  panoply,  and  a  number 
of  these  claimed  to  be  the  actual  Palladium  of  Troy,  which  was 
either  stolen  by  Diomedes  or  borne  away  by  iEneas.  The  multi- 
tude of  these  images,  and  the  wide  extent  of  land  over  which 
they  were  spread  from  Bome  to  Asia  Minor,  is  the  best  proof 
of  the  great  antiquity  and  universality  of  tiie  worship  of  an 
armed  goddess.  This  armed  goddess,  when  thoroughly  natura- 
lised in  Greek  belief,  necessarily  took  the  form  of  Athena, 
though  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that  the  images  were  in 
the  first  instance  imported  from  the  East,  and  were  intended  by 
the  workmen  who  produced  them  for  the  Sidonian  Astarte,  or 
«oine  other  martial  goddess  of  the  Asiatic  peoples. 

Among  all  the  deities  of  the  Greeks,  the  one  who  least  lost 
his  primitive  and  material  signification  was  Hephsestus.  Heph- 
sstos  was  placed  at  Athens  in  close  relations  with  Athena, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  the  birth  of  Erichthoniua  The 
Chalkeia  were  at  that  city  celebrated  in  honour  of  Hephsestus 
and  Athena  Ergane,  both  of  whom  protected  in  common  certain 
trades,  such  as  those  of  smith  and  armourer.  But  the  special 
home  of  the  cultus  of  Hephsostus  was  the  island  of  Lemnos 
on  the  Thracian  coast.     That  island  was  the  seat  of  volcanic  ^.4Jjv^^ 

phenomena,/and  contains  an  extinct  volcano  called  Mosychlus,  J  >^**^''^^ 
at  the  foot  ol  which  was  the  town  of  Hephsestia  and  the  temple 
of  Hephffistus.  Among  the  Greeks  generaUy,  the  cultus  of  fire 
had  almost  died  out,  or  had  become  attached  to  Hestia  and  the 
dssmons  of  the  hearth ;  but  a  more  defined  cultus  remained 
among  the  dwellers  in  the  Thracian  islands;  and  Hephtestus 
is  the  embodiment  of  fire,  alike  when  he  falls  like  lightning 
from  heaven,  hurled  out  by  his  angry  father  Zeus  to  fall  on  the 
island  of  Lemnos,  and  when  he  is  busy  in  caves  and  under- 
g^und  dwellings,  as  the  hidden  fire  which  underlies  the  earth 
and  occasionally  bursts  through  its  crust  in  earthquakes  and 
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volcanoes.  And  like  the  fire  in  smithies  he  ia  the  tamer  and 
moulder  of  bronze  and  gold  and  silver,  working  them  into  fresh 
forms  of  art  and  beauty.  Like  flames  too  he  is  in  his  motions 
unsteady  and  oscillating. 

At  Lemnos  then  Hephadstus  retained  through  historical  times 
what  we  may  conceive  to  have  been  his  original  character  of  a 
deity  of  fire  in  all  its  forms.  And  we  find  the  same  character 
attaching  to  him  in  a  few  other  places,  such  as  ^tna  in  Sicily 
and  lipara,  places  where  there  either  was  volcanic  power  in 
activity  or  the  Phoenician  settlers  had  left  traditions  of  their 
Cabeiric  deities  who  worked  in  metal.  There  was  something 
of  this  loftier  conception  current  at  Athens,  or  the  Athenians 
would  never  have  thought  Hepheestus  a  worthy  companion  for 
Athena.  Hephsestus  figures  largely  in  Homer  as  well  as  in 
certain  early  legends,  such  as  that  which  teUs  how  he  assisted 
at  the  birth  of  Athena  by  opening  the  head  of  Zeus  with  his 
axe.  But  in  most  parts  of  Greece  he  was  merely  the  deity  of 
the  members  of  a  particular  trade,  that  of  workers  in  metal, 
and  outside  the  religious  feelings  and  observances  of  the  most 
of  the  people. 

Hermes  was,  as  we  have  seen,  of  no  great  account  in  the 
Homeric  Olympus.  But  the  longest  of  the  hymns  which  bear 
Homer's  name  is  composed  in  his  honour ;  we  should  perhaps 
rather  say  that  it  is  concerned  with  him,  for  it  does  not  reflect 
much  honour  on  him,  and  is  far  indeed  from  the  modem 
conception  of  a  hymn.  Hermes  was  born  one  morning  of 
Maia  on  Mount  Cyllene  in  Arcadia ;  by  mid-day  he  had  already 
made  his  great  invention  of  the  lyre,  which  he  formed  of  the 
shell  of  a  gigantic  land  tortoise,  such  as  existed  among  the 
Arcadian  hills.  In  the  evening  he  proceeded  to  steal  the  oxen 
of  Apollo,  dragging  them  backwards  into  his  cave  in  Cyllene. 
Apollo,  after  a  while,  discovered  his  loss^  and,  tracing  the  oxen 
to  the  cave,  entered  and  found  Hermes,  an  infant  asleep  in  his 
cradle,  who  denied  at  once  any  complicity  in  the  theft^  pointing 
to  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  a  mere  babe  could  plan  a 
great  theft  Apollo  summoned  him  to  the  presence  of  Zeus,  and 
even  then  he  persisted  in  his  tale  with  effrontery :  in  vain,  for 
Zeus  obliged  him  to  reveal  the  place  where  the  oxen  were 
hidden.  But  even  yet  he  imderstood  how  to  pacify  the  just 
wrath  of  Apollo  by  presenting  him  with  the  lyre  which  he  had 
invented.  With  this  Apollo  was  so  fascinated  that  he  not 
only  forgave  the  theft  but  promised  Hermes  that  he  should 
in  future  be  his  chosen  friend  and  companion  among  the  im- 
mortals, and  gave  him  the  staff  of  wealtii  and  prosperity,  with 
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role  over  flocks  and  herds,  wild  creatures,  and  horses  in  the 
atalL  Only  the  gift  of  prophecy  Apollo  cannot  impart  to  him, 
much  as  he  desires  it:  that  he  is  bound  by  a  vow  not  to 
bestow  on  any  one. 

In  this  legendary  poem  we  see  traces  of  the  principal  func* 
tions  fulfilled  by  Hermes  in  mythology.  The  view  strongly 
advocated  by  Boscher,  and  now  generally  accepted,  is  that  in 
origin  Hermes  was  a  god  of  the  wind,  and  so  of  the  swift 
changes  of  the  sky,  especially  at  sunrise  and  sunset.  From 
this  primary  notion  Boscher  tries  to  derive  all  the  functions 
exercised  by  Hermes  in  later  myth.  Some  of  his  explanations 
seem  reasonable :  the  least  satisfactory  of  them  is  that  which 
constitutes  the  god  of  wind  a  herdsman's  deity,  and  ruler  of 
flocks  and  herds. 

It  is  certain  that  from  early  Pelasgic  times  Hermes  was 
regarded  as  presiding  over  the  propagation  and  increase  of 
flocks  and  herds.  He  was  a  shepherd's  and  herdsman's  god  in 
the  primitive  district  of  Arcadia;  and  in  the  Pelasgic  island 
of  Samothrace  he  was  worshipped  in  a  very  ntuve  fashion  as 
patron  of  propagation,  the  ram  being  his  sacred  animal.  Even 
in  Homer  there  is  a  strain  of  coarseness  in  Hermes,  who  is 
made  in  the  lay  of  Demodocus  to  declare  that  he  would  accept 
the  humiliating  position  of  Ares,  if  he  might  thereby  gain  the 
favour  of  Aphrodite ;  and  in  the  Arcadian  stories  he  is  almost 
as  .random  in  his  amours  as  Pan  and  the  Satyrs.  In  the 
Hesiodic  Theogony  he  is  spoken  of  as  the  increaser  of  cattle ; 
and  as  in  early  times  men's  wealth  consisted  of  flocks  and 
herds,  it  need  not  surprise  us  that  a  deity  of  propagation 
should  become  the  giver  of  wealth  and  prosperity. 

The  history  of  the  cultus  of  Hermes  is  very  instructive.  He 
plays  but  a  poor  part  in  early  legend,  and  never  at  any  time 
bears  a  high  character  like  those  of  Apollo  and  Athena,  yet 
he  is  continually  growing  in  favour  with  the  people,  and  con- 
stantly receiving  fresh  functions^  until  in  later  Greek  times  he 
is  one  of  the  most  frequently  invoked  and  universally  culti- 
vated of  all  Hellenic  deities.  Out  of  Arcadia  he  had  few 
great  temples,  but  few  towns  were  without  some  sanctuary  of 
Hermes,  and  little  chapels  built  in  his  honour  were  scattered 
along  all  roads  and  over  all  fields.  His  physical  meaning  was 
lost  sight  of,  but  a3  people  had  learned  to  regard  him  as  giver 
of  wealth,  of  eloquence,  and  other  good  things,  which  are  much 
sought  after  in  wealthy  and  progressive  communities,  he  never 
lost  his  hold  on  the  affections  of  the  people  imtil  paganism 
entirely  decayed.     Even  in  latest  times  he  divided  with  Tv^*? 
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or  Fortune  the  homage  of  those  who,  in  their  hearts,  believed  in 
no  god  but  the  Emperor  and  his  representatives.  Yet  how  little 
respect  vas  mingled  with  this  universal  worship  may  be  judged 
from  the  concluding  phrase  of  the  Homeric  Hymn — 

iravpa  fuv  oZv  ovCvrjO'i  rh  S*  ojcpirov  ^c/M>ircve( 
vvKTa  Si'  6p<l>vaCrfv  if>vX,a  SvyjtQv  dvOptajnav, 

As  Hermes  is  the  divine  herald,  so  he  has  already  in  the 
Odyssey  become  on  occasions  the  messenger  who  announces  to 
deities  and  to  men  the  solemn  decrees  of  Olympus.  And  this 
heraldic  function  of  his  is  in  later  times  much  enlarged,  Iris 
retiring  into  the  background  He  becomes  the  messenger  of 
the  gods  in  all  things :  thus  it  is  he  who  has  control  of  dreams, 
dreams  which  hover  about  us  most  often  in  the  dawn,  which 
is  the  time  of  Hermes'  influence.  Those  which  he  sends  are 
sometimes  meant  to  deceive  and  mislead,  but  they  must  never 
be  wholly  despised,  since  sometimes  they  convey  the  counsel 
and  will  of  Zeus  himself.  And  Hermes  is  also  intrusted  with 
the  function  of  leading  away  those  to  whose  life  the  gods  and 
fate  have  put  an  end,  and  introducing  them  to  the  realm  of 
shades  below.  For  this  reason  a  sacrifice  was  at  Argos  offered 
to  him  ^  by  the  friends  of  one  who  had  died,  thirty  days  after 
the  burial.  And  thus  he  is  represented  in  art  and  legend  as 
the  guide  of  Herakles  Orpheus  and  other  mortals  who  ventured 
to  i)enetrate  into  the  world  below.  He  is  also  often  depicted 
as  engaged  in  other  business  on  behalf  of  the  gods,  bearing 
young  Dionysus  to  the  care  of  Nysa,  or  carrying  young  Areas, 

To  heralds  the  gift  of  eloquence  was  essential,  and  so  Hermes, 
as  deity  of  the  guild  of  heralds,  was  patron  of  eloquence. 
Beady  of  speech  and  quick  of  resource,  he  was  high  in  favour 
among  the  quick-witted  and  not  over-scrupulous.  The  eloquence 
of  St  Paul  caused  him  to  be  taken  at  Lystra  for  Hermes,  and 
Hermes  Xoytos  was  the  special  deity  of  orators  and  pleaders. 
By  a  natural  association  the  god  of  eloquence  was  also  supposed 
to  be  rfcilled  in  all  arts  and  attainments.  "By  favour  of 
Hermes,"  says  Odysseus,*  who  "gives  grace  and  glory  to  all 
men's  work,  no  mortal  may  vie  with  me  in  the  business  of  a 
serving-man."  In  this  aspect,  Hermes  was  sometimes  associated 
with  Athena  and  set  over  all  skilled  labour  of  handicraft 
Commerce  is  the  natural  complement  of  manufacture,  and  this 
was  in  a* still  more  special  manner  put  under  the  patronage 

1  Plutareb,  Qu.  Grcee.  24.  -  Od,  xr.  319. 
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of  Hennes.  As  ayo/oaios  he  watched  over  most  markets,  and  as 
SUfjoropog  granted  a  good  market  to  merchants,  and  inspired 
them  with  lucky  ideas  as  to  the  selection  of  an  ohject  of 
cominerce  or  a  time  of  sailing.  But  the  connection  of  this 
clever  and  inventive  heing  with  commerce  would  scarcely 
tend  to  raise  its  character:  the  Greek  merchants,  like  their 
Phoenician  predecessors,  were  too  much  given  to  double- 
dealing  and  cheating ;  and  they  might  easily  fancy  that  their 
persons  would  be  scarcely  less  acceptable  to  their  guardian 
deity  in  consequence  of  any  little  peculations.  In  outwitting 
their  customers  they  only  followed  in  his  steps.  Indeed,  the 
Greeks  did  not  hesitate  to  go  further  still.  As  every  craft 
and  guild  had  a  special  deity,  thieves  must  have  one  too,  and 
Hermes  SoXtos  was  appropriated  by  them  as  bestower  of  their 
tmjust  gains  and  their  teacher  in  the  arts  of  trickery  and 
deceit. 

Far  more  respectable  was  another  function  of  Hermes,  that 
of  overlooking  palestra  and  encouraging  athletic  sports.  His 
appropriateness  in  this  connection  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  Greeks  in  all  their  contests  valued  skill  and  address  far 
more  than  mere  force,  and  reserved  their  loudest  applause 
for  those  competitors  who  by  means  of  science  vanquished 
those  more  robust  than  themselves.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
Stadium  at  Olympia  were  two  altars,  one  of  Ktupos,  Oppor- 
tunity, and  one  of  Hermes  cvaycuvios,  implying  that  in  order 
to  win,  an  athlete  must  do  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time. 
His  skill  enabled  Hermes  to  hold  his  own  in  boxing  against 
Ares.  In  later  sculpture  he  is  represented  as  the  model  of  a 
alender  but  highly  trained  Ephebus,  who  might  well  win  in  run- 
ning or  the  pentathlon,  while  Herakles  is  made  on  the  model  of 
the  brawny  wrestler  or  pancratiast ;  and  Herakles  and  Hermes 
stood  side  by  side  in  many  gymnasia  as  overlookers. 

Small  figures  of  Hermes,  or  rather  heads  of  Hermes  placed 
on  square  columns,  were  of  frequent  occurrence  alike  in  country 
and  town.  In  the  fields  they  marked  the  boundaries  of  fields 
and  estates,  giving  a  sacred  character  to  the  landmarks  which 
divided  the  lands  of  individuals  and  of  communities,  or  they 
indicated  even  at  a  distance  the  course  of  roads  over  the  hills, 
roads  not  easily  made  nor  frequent  among  the  rocks  and 
torrents  of  Greece.  In  the  cities  they  were  not  less  common, 
and  in  particular  were  a  feature  of  the  streets  of  Athena  The 
dwellers  in  the  houses  near  by  would,  on  festal  occasions, 
deck  these  rude  figure  ndth  crowns  and  flowers,  and  strong 
testimony  to  the  attachment  of  the  people  to  them  is  to  be 
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found  in  the  account  given  by  Thucydides  of  their  consterna- 
tion on  discovering  the  mutilation .  by  Alcibiades.  But  these 
Hernue,  like  the  pillar-shaped  images  of  Apollo  dyvtev$,  which 
stood  near  them,  were  more  like  the  Lares  and  Penates  of  the 
Romans  than  the  embodiments  of  actual  Olympian  deities. 

A  sort  of  double  or  reflection  of  the  Aicadian  Hermes,  the 
god  of  flocks  and  herds,  was  Pan, 'the' goat-footed  shepherd's 
god.  Pan  was  more  local  in  character  than  almost  any  Greek 
deity :  he  belongs  originally  to  Arcadia  and  even  to  the  dis- 
trict about  the  Lycsean  mountain.  The  superstitious  rustics 
of  that  district  honoured  him  with  firstlings  of  their  flocks,  and 
dreaded  to  disturb  Pan  as  he  lay  in  the  caves  in  his  mid-day 
slumber,  for  his  temper  was  not  light  when  he  was  provoked. 
From  Arcadia  the  superstition  spread  into  other  pastoral 
districts.  But  we  might  have  heard  little  of  Pan  but  for  his 
connection  with  the  battle  of  Marathon,  when  he  aided  the 
Athenians  and  spread  panic  terror  through  the  ranks  of  the 
barbarians.  Kenceforth,  following  the  impulse  of  Miltiades, 
the  Athenians  adopted  Pan,  consecrating  to  him  the  grotto  on 
the  side  of  the  Acropolis  hill,  and  dedicating  to  him  and  the 
Nymphs  many  of  the  woodland  glades  and  caves  in  the  Attic 
hills.  And  the  second  school  of  Attic  sculptors  fully  intro- 
duced Pan  into  art,  associating  him  with  the  rout  of  Dionysus, 
and  multiplying  him  for  the  purposes  of  their  craft  into  a 
crowd  of  goat-hoofed  and  horned  Daemons  to  sport  with  Kymphs 
and  to  be  the  prey  of  Eros. 

Ares  is  a  deity  whose  cultus  certainly  receded  into  the 
background  in  the  historic  age.  It  is  true  that  he  was  regarded 
as  a  son  of  Zeus  and  Hera  and  the  deity  of  war.  Yet  he  is 
not  prominent  on  coins  or  in  the  pages  of  Pausanias,  and  was 
certainly  one  of  the  less  regarded  of  the  Olympian  gods.  His 
fall  had  begun  before  the  days  of  Homer,  who  treats  him  with 
scanty  respect.  Yet  we  can  find  in  Greece  traces  of  his  early 
worship  on  many  sites.  At  Olympia  he  gave  way  to  Zeus,  to 
whom  he  bequeathed  the  surname  "A/xios.  The  name  Areior 
pagus  at  Athens  was  a  standing  testimony  of  a  time  when  the 
hiU  was  dedicated  to  Ares.^  But  the  district  especially  con- 
nected with  Ares  was  Boeotia,  called  by  ^Eschylus  yaia?  ?rc6oK 
rrja-S'  'A/5€iov,  and  notably  Thebes. 

The  noble  families  of  Thebes  were  termed  Sparti,  and  said 
to  be  bom  with  the  mark  of  a  spear  on  their  bodies  :  in  these 

^  Some  recent  writers,  however,  connect  the  name  Areiopagai  with  dfiol 
(hill  of  cunes),  rather  than  Ares. 
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ways  was  indicated  their  connection  with  Cadmus,  the  an- 
cestral Theban  hero,  who  married  Harmonia,  the  daughter  of 
Ares,  and  founded  the  Theban  commonwealth.  In  the  Cad- 
mean  circle  of  legends. Ares  appears  as  the  local  deity.  Like 
other  Theban  deities,  Ares  had  his  primitive  seat  in  Thrace. 
Herodotus  speaks  of  Ares  Dionysus  and  Artemis  (Cotytto)  as 
the  principal  Thracian  deities  ;  and  it  was  especially  in  Thrace 
and  Macedon  that  Ares  was  worshipped  in  historical  times. 

After  the  Roman  conquest  of  Greece,  Ares  being  identified 
with  Mars,  the  father  of  Romulus  and  a  god  of  much  account 
among  the  warlike  nations  of  Italy,  recovered  something  of  his 
ancient  consideration. 

The  meaning  of  the  Cadmean  legends  has  been  a  matter  of 
much  dispute.  Formerly  they  were  regarded  as  establishing  be- 
yond dispute  the  existence  of  a  Phosnician  element  in  Boeotia. 
To  this  view,  however,  there  are  grave  objections.  Thebes  is 
not  the  kind  of  site  which  attracted  the  people  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  and  the  Boeotians  are  connected  alike  by  legend  and 
the  probability  of  the  matter  rather  with  Thessaly  than  with 
Phoenicia.  We  are  in  fact  at  present  unable  to  determine  the 
ethnic  origin  of  the  ancient  race  of  Thebes ;  but  we  pass  from 
the  field  of  conjecture  to  that  of  certainty  when  we  recognise 
the  fact  that  certain  of  the  Greek  deities  and  heroes  had  some 
of  their  most  ancient  votaries  among  the  Cadmeians.  These 
are  Ares  and  Dionysus,  and  in  a  somewhat  less  degree,  Herakles, 
HephsBstus,  Aphrodite,  and  Demeter. 

The  Greeks  accepted  the  foreign  origin  of  Aphrodite,  yet 
somewhat  strangely  she  appears  in  early  literature  as  the 
daughter  of  Zeus  and  Dione,  the  primitive  Dodonsean  deities, 
who  are  essentially  Hellenic.  This  is  the  ancestry  attributed 
to  the  goddess  by  Homer;  but  Hesiod  has  quite  another 
account.  In  the  Theogony^  he  makes  her  spring  from  the 
blood  of  Cronus  after  his  mutilation  by  Zeus,  and  tells  how 
she  arose  from  the  sea  and  made  her  way  to  Cyprus  and 
Cythera.  One  of  the  few  poetical  lines  of  the  dull  Theogony 
is  that  which  relates  how  around  her  tender  feet  the  grass 
sprang  when  she  reached  the  Cyprian  strand.  A  beautiful 
Homeric  hymn  relates  the  visit  of  Aphrodite  in  the  guise  of  a 
mortal  maiden  to  Ainchises  as  he  lay  with  his  flocks,  and  tells 
how  she  inspired  him  with  passion  and  afterwards  disclosed 
herself  to  him  as  the  daughter  of  Zeus.  This  narration  shows 
that  the  Trojan  legends  were  mingled  with  those  of  Syria  in 

^  Lines  i9i-2oa 


150  KKLIGION   AND    MYTHOLOGY 

the  history  of  Aphiodite  as  accepted  bj  the  Greeks,  even  iiv 
early  times.  In  Cyprus  itself,  however,  the  legendary  lover 
of  the  goddess  was  not  Anchises  but  Adonis,  whose  cult  was 
imported  with  hers  from  Syria.^ 

£ryx  in  Sicily  was  an  early  seat  of  the  worship  of  Aphro- 
dite, said  to  have  been  carried  thither  by  PhoBnician  settlors. 
Ancient  temples  of  the  goddess  were  to  be  found  in  many 
Greek  cities,  often  connected  with  traditions  of  the  same, 
race.  In  some  cases  the  archaic  statues  of  the  goddess  were 
armed,  in  this  reminding  us  of  the  figure  of  Astarte,  who 
was  a  warlike  goddess  as  well  as  an  amorous.  In  various  cities 
the  character  attaching  to  the  worship  of  Aphrodite  greatly 
varied,  changing  with  the  character  of  the  people  and  their 
tendencies,  more  severe  in  Sparta,  dissolute  at  Corinth,  and 
so  forth.  Everywhere,  however,  she  represented  human  love, 
whether  a  higher  or  a  lower  phase  of  it :  to  excite  the  philo- 
progenitiveness  of  animals  was  not  her  task  but  that  of  Hermes 
and  Pan;  and  fertility  of  crops  was  the  gift  of  Demeter.. 
Only  the  philosophers  like  Democritus  made  of  Aphrodite  the 
principle  of  engendering  and  of  growth  in  all  parts  of  the 
universe. 

At  Athens,  according  to  Xenophon,^  there  were  separate 
shrines  of  Aphrodite  Urania  and  Aphrodite  Pandemos,  and 
the  sacrifices  and  ceremonies  of  the  former  were  more  chaste, 
those  of  the  latter  more  impure.  Xenophon  makes  Socrates 
ascribe  to  Pandemos  sensual  passion,  and  to  Urania  the  love 
of  the  spirit.  It  is  possible  that  in  later  time  the  mere  name 
Urania,  which  was  applied  to  Astarte  as  a  moon-goddess,  was 
misunderstood  and  supposed  to  imply  a  moral  elevation. 

In  later  times  the  connection  of  Aphrodite  with  the  sea 
was  not  dropped.  In  art  she  frequently  appears  in  connection 
with  dolphins  and  sea-monsters,  and  she  rules  the  rough  hosts 
of  Tritons  and  Nymphs.  Art  also  associates  her  more  and 
more  closely  as  time  goes  on  with  Eros,  not  of  course  the 
cosmic  Eros,  the  venerable  deity  who  was  worshipped  at  Thespiao 
and  Parium,  but  the  youth  who  appears  in  the  art  of  Pheidias 
and  Praxiteles  as  a  tall  and  pensive  youth,  and  who  becomes 
in  later  art  a  met«  winged  baby,  lending  himself  to  all  sorts 
of  scenes  of  genre,  and  forming  an  important  element  in  the 
scenes  where  swarm  the  dasmons  of  country  and  of  sea. 

Of  Demeter  and  her  daughter  Persephone,  the  chief  local 

^  The  qneBtion  of  the  origin  of  the  cultuB  of  Aphrodite  is  discussed 
above,  p.  86. 

'  SymponuMf  viii.  9. 
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seat  is  of  course  Eleusis  in  Attica.  The  celebrated  Hamerie 
Hymn  informs  us  what  tales  of  these  deities  there  had  course. 
Feiaephone  had  been  seized  by  Hades  as  she  gathered  flowers 
in  a  meadow,  and  carried  to  the  world  below.  Demeter  was 
seized  with  uncontrollable  grief  at  her  loss,  and  knowing  not 
whither  she  had  been  borne,  wandered  for  nine  days  and  nights 
in  vain  search.  Then  hearing  the  truth  from  Helios,' she  re- 
nounced the  society  of  the  gods  and  betook  herself  across  the 
lands  to  Eleusis,  where  she  entered  the  service  of  King  Celeus, 
and  was  intrusted  with  the  nursing  of  his  son  Demophon. 
Him  she  set  about  rendering  immortal,  feeding  him  with 
ambrosia  by  day,  and  plunging  him  in  the  fire  at  night ;  but 
this  process  was  stayed  through  the  motherly  terrors  of 
Mataneira  the  queen.  Indignant  at  the  spoiling  of  her  plans, 
the  goddess  could  only  be  propitiated  if  a  temple  were  built 
her  on  the  spot.  Gladly  the  people  set  about  raising  one, 
and  there  for  a  year  the  goddess  dwelt  apart,  a  year  terrible 
to  the  dwellers  on  the  earth,  for  she  withheld  her  aid,  and 
the  com  rose  not  out  of  the  ground.  The  whole  race  would 
have  perished  had  not  Zeus  determined  to  pacify  the  irate 
goddess  by  restoring  her  beloved  daughter.  Persephone  came 
back  to  earth;  but  the  restoration  could  not  be  permanent, 
for  in  the  realm  below.  Hades  had  persuaded  her  to  taste  a 
grain  of  pomegranate,  which  prevented  her  from  remaining 
for  tlie  whole  year  away  from  him.  Henceforth  then  she  led 
an  alternating  life,  abiding  eight  months  on  the  green  earth 
and  four  in  the  realms  of  the  dead.  Demeter  returned  to 
Olympus ;  but  before  she  went  she  imparted  to  the  daughters 
of  Celeus  and  to  her  favourite  Triptolemus,  details  of  the 
services  to  be  done  in  her  honour,  and  of  the  mysteries 
which  were  to  remain  a  constant  memorial  of  the  return  of 
Persephone. 

The  physical  meaning  of  this  myth  is  so  clear  that  it  seems 
scarcely  to  need  explanation.  Demeter,  717  M^Pi  as  the 
ancients  themselves  explained  the  name,  is  the  fruitful  earth ; 
Persephone  is  the  springing  com  which  lies  hidden  for  months 
as  seed  in  the  realms  of  darkness  and  night,  and  then  arises 
to  gladden  the  eyes  and  the  hearts  of  men.  The  earth  in 
winter  mourns  the  death  of  vegetation,  which  is  wasted  by 
the  destroyer  and  carried  into  the  unseen  country,  and  is  once 
more  pacified  when  it  appears  in  spring.  The  whole  cultus 
of  Demeter  and  Persephone  is  based  on  these  ideas;  and 
that  cultus  seems  to  belong  to  a  different,  perhaps  a  more 
primitive  layer  of  beliefs  than  most  of  those  of  Greece.     The 
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ancients  considered  Demeter  tp  be  a  Peksgic  deity;  and  the 
distribution  of  her  temples  shows  that  she  belongs  to  the 
more  primitive  Greek  races  rather  than  those  which  are  more 
prominent  in  later  times.  Pelasgians,  according  to  CaUimachus,^ 
planted  in  Dotian  territory,  near  Lake  Bcebeis  in  Thessaly, 
a  grove  in  honour  of  Demeter.  In  Argos  was  a  temple  of 
Demeter  Pelasgis.  At  ThermopyliB  an  annual  festival  was 
celebrated  in  honour  of  Demeter,  who  was  one  of  the  chief 
protecting  deities  of  the  ancient  Amphictionic  League.  At 
Thebes,  the  temple  of  Demeter  was  considered  a  foundation 
of  Cadmus  himself,^  and  in  the  Phcenissce  of  Euripides^,  the 
Chorus  calls  on  Ge,  on  Demeter,  and  Persephone  as  Uie  original 
deities  of  the  land.  In  Attica,  not  only  have  we  Eleusis 
with  its  very  ancient  temple  and  primitive  mysteries  handed 
down  from  early  inhabitants  of  the  country,  but  at  Athens 
itself  tbe  Thesmophoria,  which  were  celebrated  in  her  honour, 
were  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  splendid  ceremonies  of  the 
city,  and  in  the  opinion  of  some  modem  scholars  earlier  than 
the  Ionian  conquest.  In  Peloponnesus  the  worship  of  Demeter 
was  firmly  established  in  early  times,  especially  in  Messenia, 
where  mysteries  were  celebrated  in  her  honour  at  Andania 
as  to  which  we  can  recover  many  details  from  inscriptions,^ 
and  in  Arcadia.  In  the  later  age  of  Greece  we  find  the  head 
of  Demeter  on  the  coins  of  the  Messenians  when  restored 
to  their  city  by  Epaminondas,  of  Pheneus,  and  other  places ; 
and  Demeter. Panach/ea  was  onei  of  the  chief  deities  of  the 
Achaean  League.  On  the  other  hand  we  do  not  find  that 
the  Donans  had  any  original  cultus  of  Demeter;  and  she 
was  perhaps  only  borrowed  by  the  Achsean  and  Ionian 
races. 

We  may  more  readily  understand  the  distribution  of  the 
temples  of  Demeter  if  we  consider  the  nature  of  the  gifts  which 
she  bestowed  on  men  :  she  is  the  fruitful  land  which  causes 
the  seed  sown  in  it  to  spring  into  leaf  and  to  give  f niit ;  and 
legends  ascribed  to  her  the  instruction  of  mankind  in  ploughing 
and  harrowing,  and  in  gathering  and  winnowing  the  grain. 
To  her  favourite,  Triptolemus,  she  imparted  the  knowledge  of 
husbandry,  and  despatched  him  on.  her  own  car  drawn  by 
winged  serpents,  to  pass  through  the  lands,  and  dispense  every- 
where alike  the  seed  of  corn  and  knowledge  of  its  culture  ; 
and  she  was  said  to  have  bestowed  her  favour  on  lasion,  when 

*  In  Cer,  25.  '  Pans.  ix.  16,  5. 

'  L.  686.  *  See  the  chmpter  on  MytUriu. 
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he  had  led  her  into  a  field  which  had  been  thrice  ploughed  in 
Crete,  bearing  to  him  a  child  named  Plutus,  an  allegory  of 
easy  interpretation.  We  should  then  expect  that  she  would 
be  held  in  honour  by  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  fertile 
Thessalian  plain,  and  in  agrictdtural  Boeotia,  the  country  of  the 
Works  and  Days^  and  in  Attica,  which  prided  itself  on  the 
antiquity  and  goodness  of  its  agriculture.  The  wide  spread  of 
the  cultus  during  historical  times  was  greatly  aided,  probably, 
by  the  high  favour  wherein  the  Eleusinian  Mysteries  were 
held  throughout  HeUas.  As  paganism  declined,  their  lustre 
became  brighter,  and  people  came  from  far-distant  lands  to  be 
initiated.  Knowing  these  facts,  we  may  be  less  surprised  that 
corn-growing  Sicily  was  regarded  as  an  island  entirely  devoted 
to  the  service  of  Demeter  and  Persephone;  and  in  the  times 
of  Roman  dominion  no  deity  was  more  popularly  worshipped 
in  Peloponnesus. 

Demeter,  however,  was  the  giver  of  more  than  mere  com. 
As  6€crfu><^/Do$  she  was  the  foundress  of  stable  institutions,  and 
the  regulator  of  political  life  in  countries.  It  is  scarcely  at 
first  sight  clear  how  this  can  be  the  province  of  a  goddess  of 
agriculture,  much  as  agriculture  does  to  settle  and  make  steady 
the  lives  of  men.  But  the  Thesmophoric  feasts,  which  existed 
in  many  Greek  states,  including  Athens,  were  essentially  festivals 
of  matrons,  who  excluded  men  from  them.  Demeter  is  emi- 
nently the  matronly  goddess  and  patroness  of  marriage.  We 
can  think  of  several  ways  in  which  wedlock  and  agriculture 
may  be  connected,  and  it  is  even  possible  that  the  ancients 
had  made  the  generalisation  that  nations  devoted  to  agri- 
culture are  usually  monogamous,  those  given  to  pasture  poly- 
gamous, and  therefore  holding  women  in  less  esteem.  No 
doubt  the  exact  nature  of  the  institutions  due  to  the  influence 
of  Demeter  was  in  time  forgotten,  and  she  was  regarded  as  the 
lover  of  all  that  was  stable  in  law,  of  time-honoured  custom, 
and  ancient  privilege.  So,  te  TripMemus  legend  ascribed  three 
commandments  :  that  men  should  honour  their  parents,  offer 
to  the  gods  fruits,  and  be  gentle  to  animals.  And  so  at  Athens, 
the  command  to  honour  one's  parents  was  closely  attached  to 
the  service  of  the  agrarian  Athena. 

Persephone  is  almost  always  closely  associated  in  cultus 
either  with  her  mother,  of  whom  she  is  in  many  places  a  sort 
of  duplicate,  or  with  Hades.  Hades  and  Persephone  occupied 
a  very  prominent  place  in  the  Greek  mind,  as  undisputed 
king  and  queen  of  that  unseen  world  into  which,  after  long 
or  short  time,  all  go  down.     But  the  Greek  idea  of  death  was 
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gloomy  and  with  small  admixture  of  hope :  a  hundred  epitaphs 
and  epigrams  speak  of  the  sacred  pair,  but  usually  as  the 
hard-hearted  abbreviators  of  human  life,  and  as  the  great 
separators  of  lovers  and  friends,  beings  stem  and  pitiless,  and 
the  dispensers  of  small  joy ;  and  though  Death  had  in  some 
places  altars  and  priests,  Hades  had  none.  Pausania^  ^  remarks 
that  within  the  range  of  his  observation,  only  the  people  of 
Elis  had  altars  and  litany  to  Hades.^  And  indeed  of  what 
avail  could  prayers  be  when  addressed  to  one  who  never 
spared?  And  the  same  absence  of  worship  as  a  rule  tinged 
the  thoughts  of  the  Greeks  with  regard  to  Persephone,  when 
considered  as  a  chthonic  goddess. 

According  to  Herodotus,  the  latest  additions  to  the  Greek 
pantheon  were  Dionysus  and  Pan.  Pan  was,  as  we  know, 
practically  added  to  it  in  the  time  of  Miltiades ;  Dionysus  at 
an  earlier  and  uncertain  time,  but  later  than  that  of  Homer. 
However,  both  Pan  and  Dionysus  had  existed  as  deities  in 
particular  districts  long  before  they  were  accepted  by  the 
Greeks  in  general  Dionysus  appears  to  have  been  imported 
from  Thrace,  where,  under  the  name  Sabazius,  he  was  from 
early  times  the  object  of  an  enthusiastic  cultus,  celebrated  with 
wild  orgies  and  excesses  of  every  kind.  The  Thracians  were 
of  kindred  race  with  Phrygians  and  Bithynians ;  and  the 
religion  of  all  these  races  was  penetrated  by  the  same  love  of 
excitement,  partly  spiritual,  but  in  a  far  greater  degree  physical, 
and  leading  to  self-mutilations  and  sexual  aberrations  of  an 
extreme  kind,  ^o  we  hear  that  the  Thracian  women  and  those 
of  Macedon  were  in  the  habit  of  forming  orgiastic  choruses  in 
honour  of  Dionysus,  and  retiring  to  the  mountains,  where  they 
gave  full  vent  to  their  frenzy. 

In  Thrace  were  ancient  oracles  of  Dionysus,  such  as  that  in 
the  country  of  the  Bisaltffi,  and  the  tribe  of  Bessi  had  a  sort 
of  hereditary  right  to  furnish  priests  of  Dionysus.'  Even 
Homer  knows  the  story  of  Lycurgus  and  Dionysus,  which  seems 
to  contain  in  perverted  form  the  key  of  Thracian  mythology. 
It  is  related  in  the  Iliad  ^  how  Lycurgus  "  chased  through  fiie 
goodly  land  of  Nysaihe .nursing- mothers  of  frenzied  Dionysus" 
(the  Dionysiac  Nymphs),  and  how  Dionysus  fled  from  him  and 
hid  beneath  the  waves  and  took  refuge  with  Thetis.  Lycurgus, 
the  man  hateful  to  the  gods,  seems  to  be  Ares  under  another 

*  vi.  25,  3. 

'  Anoestor-wonhip  is,  however,  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  the 
worship  of  Hade^     See  Book  ii.  ch.  i. 

*  Herod.  viL  iii.  ^  vi.  129-146. 
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name,  and  the  rivalry  between  him  and  Dionysus  to  point  to 
some  rivalry  between  their  cults.  The  Homeric  HymUy  on  the 
other  handy  has  no  Thracian  tinge:  it  merely  relates  how 
Dionysus  was  captured  by  Tyrrhenian  pirates  as  he  wandered 
by  the  sea  and  carried  away ;  and  how  the  bonds  which  they 
pat  upon  liim  did  not  stay  but  slipped  off,  and  how  wine 
began  to  flow  about  the  ship,  and  vine  and  ivy  to  climb  the 
mast;  and  how  the  god  himself  became  a  lion  in  the  midst, 
and  the  sailors  leapt  in  terror  into  the  sea  and  were  transformed 
into  dolphins.  Yet  both  these  stories  well  characterise  Dionysus 
as  the  Greeks  thought  of  him,  a  young,  blooming,  and  aggressive 
deity,  everywhere  invading  and  always  in  the  end  triumphant ; 
wandering  about  the  lands  at  the  head  of  his  crowds  of  Satyrs 
and  Msenads,  and  introducing  far  and  wide  the  culture  of  the 
vine  and  the  practice  of  the  wild  orgies  in  which  he  delighted 
The  Hellenic  home  of  Dionysus  was  at  Thebes.  The  Thebans 
found  him  a  mother,  Semele,  whom  they  called  daughter-  of 
Cadmus,  and  placed  him  among  their  ancestral  deities.  From 
Thebes  the  cultus  passed  south.  It  passed  to  Delphi,  where 
Dionysus  shared  with  Apollo  the  honours  of  worship,  and  was 
associated  with  him  in  legend.  It  passed  to  Athens,  where 
from  the  earliest  historic  period  Dionysus  enjoyed  a  rare 
popularity. 

It  is  the  association  of  the  Grod  of  wine  with  Athens  which 

has  most  contributed  to  his  renown.     It  will  not  be  forgotten 

that  we  owe  to  the  Athenian  Dionysia  the  origin  alike  of 

comedy  and  tragedy,  and  that  duribg  the  time  of  Athenian 

greatness  the  festivals  of  Dionysus  were  a  time,  not  merely  of 

revelry  and  jollity,  but  of  the  highest  intellectual  enjoyment^ 

and  even  of  moi^  elevation  and  progress.     In  the  same  way 

the  nightly  revels  and  wine-dnnkings,  which  were  under  the 

patronage  of  Dionysus,  were  varied  on  occasion  by  philosophic 

discussion  and  patriotic  song,  as  well  as  by  wild  excess  and 

debauchery.    True  to  its  origin,  the  Bacchic  enthusiasm  inspired 

sometimes  religious  and  sometimes  sensual  passion.     Not  seldom 

did  the  Dionysiac  fervour  cause  men  to  forget  their  dignity  and 

women  to  take  leave  of  their  modesty,  so  that  every  kind  of 

excess  was  almost  openly*  committed,  and  we  even  hear  of 

human  sacrifices.     To  tear  a  child  limb  from  limb  seems  to 

have  been  no  unheard  of  proceeding  at  these  festivals ;  and  the 

sacred  legends  justified  such  crimes  by  furnishing  a  host  of 

precedents,  in  which,  under  the  maddening  influence  of  the  god, 

parents  had  torn  to  pieces  their  children  and  even  devoured 

raw  the  reeking  limbs.      With  justice  then  the  Dionysiac 
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festivalB  received  in  some  cities  the  name  Agrionia  or  Agriania ; 
and  we  are  inclined  to  justify  the  Romans,  who,  discover- 
ing that  Dionysiac  rites  were  making  their  way  in  Campania, 
sternly  put  them  down  at  the  cost  of  much  bloodshed. 

The  cultus  of  Dionysus  became  in  the  hands  of  Alexander 
the  Great  a  weapon  of  considerable  political  avail  It  served 
as  a  bond  between  Greek  and  Asiatic;  for  the  Greeks  still 
retained  in  their  worship  of  Dionysus  rites  scarcely  different 
from  those  of  the  Phrygian  Sabazius  and  the  Lydian  Bassareus. 
In  the  Cabul  valley  in  North  India  the  Macedonian  army  found 
a  people  who  cultivated  the  vine  and  loved  its  juice,  and  who 
were  willing  to  let  the  Greeks  believe  that  they  had .  been 
settled  there  by  Dionysus.  With  these  tribes  the  Greeks  seem 
to  have  become  friendly  ;  and  from  this  period  there  prevailed 
those  stories  of  the  Indian  campaigns  of  Dionysus,  which  were 
so  largely  current  in  later  Greece,  and  which  are  related  by 
Nonnus.  In  fact  it  is  likely  that  the  deity  of  Indian  origin, 
whom  the  people  of  Cabul  were  ready  to  identify  with  Dionysus, 
was  Siva. 

A  particular  form  of  Dionysus  which  belonged  specially  to 
Crete,  and  was  thence  diffused,  especially  by  the  agency  of 
mysteries,  was  the  chthonian  deity  Zagreus.  Zagreus  was  said  to 
be  son  of  Zeus  and  Persephone,  and  was  worshipped  in  taurine  or 
semi-taurine  form.  In  the  legends  of  Zagreus,  in  the  place  of 
victims  being  torn  in  honour  of  the  god,  it  is  the  god  who  is 
torn  in  pieces  by  the  nefarious  hands  of -Titans,  who  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  youth  to  attract  him  into  their  power  with  play- 
things. Pallas  rescues  his  bleeding  heart  and  carries  it  to  Zeus ; 
Demeter  clothes  it  with  a  new  body.  Zagreus  lives  again,  but 
lives  as  ruler  of  the  world  of  shades,  and  as  such  receives  the 
worship  of  a  crawd  of  votaries.  Of  Zagreus  we  shall  speak 
again  when  we  reach  the  subject  of  the  mysteries.  In  Greece 
sacred  tales  took  the  place  of  a  creed,  and  agreed  with  forms  of 
worship,  and  it  may  easily  be  seen  how  well  such  a  tale  as  that 
just  mentioned  would  suit  mystic  ceremonies  and  enthusiastic 
orgies. 

Beside  the  deities  we  must  for  a  moment  place  the  greatest 
of  Greek  heroes,  Heracles  the  Theban  and  Argive.  To  him  the 
Greeks  ascribed  unlimited  force  and  not  less  resolution  and 
energy  of  soul ;  he  was  the  unconquered  and  unconquerable. 
Greek  legend  and  Greek  art  were  never  tired  of  his  feats, 
which  are  the  theme  of  endless  reliefs  and  paintings ;  and  the 
Hellenic  mind  seems  to  have  particularly  affected  the  tales  of 
his  victories  over  older  deities :  how  he  assisted  Zeus  in  the 
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Oigantomachy,  how  he  wounded  Hera  in  the  breast  and  ApoUo 
in  the  eye,  how  he  planted  an  arrow  in  Hades  himself  and  bore 
away  the  watch-dog  Cerberus,  how  he  lay  in  wait  for  Death  and 
robbed  him  of  his  fair  prey,  Alcestis.  Finally,  having  met  and 
conquered  a  thousand  perils,  the  Greeks  represent  him  as 
winning  a  way  to  Olympus  by  his  valour,  and  entering  it  as 
^e  favourite  of  Athena,  and  the  husband  of  Hebe ;  even  the 
jealous  anger  of  Hera  giving  way  before  his  achievements. 

In  later  Greek  times  Herakles  has  almost  entirely  dropped 
the  hero  and  assumed  the  god.  We  must  bear  in  mind  other 
lines  of  his  derivation;  for  he  undoubtedly  stands  in  many 
legends  and  traditions  for  the  Tyrian  sun-god  Melkarth,  and 
his  character  is  as  much  derived  from  Phoenician  as  from 
Hellenic  sources.  But  though  Herakles  was  a  god,  and  one  of 
the  most  widely  worshipped,  yet  his  origin  as  son  of  a  Theban 
woman  was  remembered  enough  to  make  him  a  greater  favourite. 
As  reverence  for  the  gods  declined,  this  parvenu,*^  who  had  so 
often  defeated  and  disgraced  them,  and  finally  forced  his  way 
into  their  ranks,  became  more  and  more  popular,  at  all  events 
with  the  common  people.  His  aid  was  not  unnaturally  looked 
for  when  any  difficult  thing  had  to  be  done.  He  was  also  re- 
garded as  able  to  turn  aside  evil  from  his  votaries.  Herakles, 
dXt^LKOKos  and  a-uyrrjp,  had  many  an  altar  in  the  Greek  cities : 
he  was  summoned  by  the  sick  to  turn  away  the  power  of  their 
diseases,  and  by  husbandmen  to  avert  blight  and  caterpillars. 
The  class  most  devoted  to  him  was,  as  was  natural,  athletes,  he 
being  the  earliest  and  greatest  of  their  class.  His  statue  stood 
in  the  g3rmnasia,  and  his  form,  as  represented  in  later  art,  was 
regarded  as  the  model  of  an  athlete  of  the  heavier  class,  a 
wrestler  or  pancratiast.  But  respect  for  Herakles  was  not 
confined  to  the  many,  for  educated  people  persuaded  them- 
selves that  his  labours  were  undertaken  unselfishly  for  the  good 
of  mankind,  and  philosophers  even  made  him  a  pattern  for 
conscientious  youth,  as  did  Frodicus  in  the  well-known  story  of 
the  choice  of  Herakles. 

But  the  recognised  deities  of  Olympus  were  by  no  means  the 
sole  recipients  of  worship  in  Greece.  Besides  these  there  were 
a  host  of  dffimons  of  various  kinds,  which  seem  to  have  been 
endowed  with  reality  in  very  various  degrees,  some  being 
clearly  recognised  objects  of  cultus,  others  appearing  to  be  mere 
abstractions,  and  inventions  of  poets  and  philosophers.  Among 
these  dromons  many  were  specially  attached  to  the  train  of 
some  deity:  the  Erotes  to  Aphiodite,  Satyrs  to  Dionysus, 
Tritons  to  Poseidon.     But  not  rarely  beings  regarded  as  quite 
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subordinate  in  most  parts  of  Greece  were  in  some  local  cult 
raised  to  a  high  place  of  honour.  Eros  was  venerated  beyond 
all  deities  at  Thespia  in  Boeotia;  and  the  Graces  or  Charites 
were  greatly  honoured  at  Orchomenua  ^ike,  the  personifica- 
tion of  victory,  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  an  important  deity  at 
Olympia,  where  the  games  were  placed,  not  unnaturally,  under 
her  tutelage,  nor  does  any  figure  appear  more  constantly  than 
hers  on  Greek  coins.  Of  the  same  class  was  Eirene,  who,  in 
works  of  art,  is  scarcely  to  be  discriminated  from  Nike.  We 
hear  of  shrines  erected  at  Sparta  to  ^6^09  and  to  FcXcos,  two 
dsemons  whose  power  was  not  much  felt  practically  in  that 
city;  and  at  Olympia  to  Katpos,  fitting  opportunity,  whom 
to  know  rightly  was  a  great  aid  in  any  competition;  and 
to  'OfwvoiOj  whom  we  may  suppose  to  have  watched  over  the 
many  agreements  and  treaties  of  which  memorials  were  there 
set  up.  In  Arcadia  they  venerated  as  persons  Bpovn^  and 
AurpaTrrf,  the  thunder  and  lightning  of  Zeus.  Temples  were 
also  raised  to  Et Aetata,  the  impersonation  of  child-bearing, 
whom  the  Greek  woman  who  expected  to  become  a  mother 
was  sure  to  venerate  and  present  with  ofierings ;  in  the  Hcmerie 
Hymn  to  Apollo,  however,  this  being  is  considered  as  having 
little  power  or  will  apart  from  those  of  her  mistress,  Hera. 

Two  personifications  of  ancient  date  and  widespread  renown 
were  'Aya^bs  Aat/wov  and  'AyaOrj  Tv^v*  the  male  and  female 
representatives  of  good  luck  in  life.  An  invocation  of  them 
sometimes  stands  at  the  head  of  Greek  civic  decrees ;  and  there 
were  ancient  shrines  dedicated  to  them  and  images  of  them  in 
many  Greek  cities.  It  is  sometimes  supposed  that  they  were 
of  Boman  origin,  and  on]y  adopted  in  later  Greece ;  but  this 
is  a  mistake.  It  was,  however,  a  custom  of  later  Greece,  taking 
its  rise  probably  in  Hellenistic  times,  to  establish  in  cities  a 
cultus  of  the  Tvx^  of  that  particular  place,  a  sort  of  impersona- 
tion of  its  destiny.  Such  creations  received  much  worship  in  late 
times ;  and  indeed,  as  belief  in  the  gods  declined,  the  belief  in 
Fortune  steadily  grew ;  so  that  many  soldiers  in  the  armies  of 
the  time  seem  to  have  acknowledged  no  other  deity. 

Below  the  hierarchy  of  gods  and  daamons  comes  the  race  of 
demi-gods  or  heroes.  Of  the  origin  of  the  cultus  of  the  dead 
in  prehistoric  days  I  have  already  spoken ;  it  remains  only  to 
make  a  rapid  survey  of  the  heroic  population  of  Greece  in 
historical  timea 

Hesiod,  in  the  Works  and  DaySy^  intercalates  the  race  of 
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heroes  between  the  tace  of  bronze  and  that  of  iron  which  is 
still  existing.  These  were,  he  says,  the  noble  and  warlike  race 
who  fought  around  seven-gated  Thebes,  and  under  the  walls  of 
Troy ;  and  after  their  deatii  Zeus  removed  them  to  the  islands 
of  the  blessed,  where,  under  the  rule  of  Cronus,  they  dwell  in 
peace  and  plenty.  A  number  of  the  heroes  venerated  in  the 
eities  of  Greece  were  of  this  class.  Achilles  was  for  some 
strange  reason  worshipped  on  the  shores  of  the  Euzine;  and 
even  as  ruler  of  the  waves  of  that  inhospitable  sea.  Ajaz  was 
greatly  honoured  in  iSgina,  the  home  of  jEacus,  and  gave  his 
name  to  one  of  the  Athenian  tribes.  At  the  time  of  the 
Persian  war  his  aid  was  formally  besought  by  the  Athenians ; 
and  after  that  war  was  over  we  find  Themistocles  ^  piously 
ascribing  the  victory  to  the  aid  of  gods  and  heroes.  Mcnelaus 
and  Helen  received  constant  honours  at  Sparta.  The  Locrian 
Ajax  O'ileus  occurs  as  the  regular  type  on  the  Locrian  coins, 
and  Protesilaiis  sometimes  makes  his  appearance  on  those  of 
the  Phthiotic  Thebes.  Every  student  of  Greek  history  knows 
how  the  bones  of  Orestes  were  removed  to  Sparta,  and  those  of 
Theseus  to  Athens,  to  be  venerated  in  those  cities  and  to  confer 
on  them  lasting  benefit;  and  incidents  of  this  character  are 
to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  most  of  the  little  republics  of 
Greece. 

But  the  name  and  honours  of  a  hero  were  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  Homeric  and  epic  worthies.  There  were  traditionary 
heroes  of  a  quite  local  character,  like  Marathon  and  Echetlus, 
who  fought  on  the  side  of  the  Greeks  at  Marathon.  When  any 
person  had  by  his  death  hallowed  or  made  memorable  a  spot, 
he  retained  for  ever  a  certain  power  or  influence  there.  For 
such  reason  Neoptolemus  was  treated  as  a  hero  at  Delphi ;  thus, 
too,  the  Spartan  defeat  at  Leuctra  was  considered  generally  as 
partly  due  to  the  nearness  of  that  place  to  the  tombs  of  the 
daughters  of  Scedasus,  whom  the  Spartans  had  in  former  days 
wronged  and  murdered.  But  one  class  of  heroes  obtained  quite 
a  special  cultus :  it  comprises  the  founders  of  cities  who  had 
led  the  colonists  to  them  and  performed  on  the  spot  those 
sacred  rites  without  which  no  Greek  city  came  into  being. 
Such  a  leader  was,  if  possible,  buried  under  the  market-place, 
that  his  presence  might  still  dwell  among  the  citizens :  in  any 
case,  a  shrine  was  erected  in  his  honour,  and,  in  times  of  danger 
and  distress,  his  aid  was  solemnly  invoked  by  the  people. 
And  this  was  done  not  only  in  case  of  founders  whose  distance 

^  Herod,  viii.  109. 
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in  past  times  might  be  supposed  to  lend  them  something  of 
sacred  character,  such  as  Phahmthus  at  Tarentum,  or  Andro- 
clus  at  Ephesus,  but  even  in  case  of  comparatively  late  f oundera 
Thus  MUtiades  was  revered  as  founder,  KTurrrfs,  by  the  Greek 
colonists  of  Chersonesus,  and^Brasidas  by, those  of  Amphipolis. 
The  cities  of  Sicily  with  one  consent  raised  to  the  rank  of  hero 
and  second  founder  Timoleon,  after  he  had  freed  them  from 
the  Carthaginian  yoke. 

Later  the  literary  Ptolemies  of  Egypt  erected  a  heroon 
to  Homer,  and  so  with  better  historical  daim  did  the  citizens 
of  Smyrna.  Orpheus  became  a  hero  in  Lesbos,  where  his  head 
was  preserved,  and  Bias  in  his  native  city  Priene.  We  even 
hear  that  Socrates,  who  was  condemned  to  death  for  impiety, 
received  a  temple  after  death,  and  there  were  altars  of  his 
rival  Anaxagoras;  but  phenomena  like  these  belong  to  the 
decline.  In  better  times  the  raising  of  one  dead  man  to  heroic 
rank  was  a  serious  business.  It  has  been  frequently  and  not 
inaptly  compared  to  canonisation  in  the  Church  of  Rome.  As 
it  is  the  privilege  of  the  Pope  to  decide  on  the  canonisation  of 
saint  or  martyr,  so  it  was  commonly  the  authority  which  among 
the  Greeks  most  nearly  corresponded  to  the  Pope,  the  Oracle 
of  Delphi,  which  pronounced  judgment  on  the  merits  of  those 
proposed  for  heroic  honours.  But  the  Delphic  oracle  was  far 
more  lavish  in  its  grants  of  honour,  and  not  only  usually  passed 
those  proposed,  but  very  commonly  recommended  on  its  own 
account  the  establishment  of  some  heroic  cultus  as  a  remedy  for 
a  disease  which  ravaged  a  city  or  a  calamity  impending  over  it. 
But  private  individuals  often  took  it  upon  themselves,  in  virtue 
of  a  dream  or  portent,  which  strong  wishing  might  easily  pro- 
duce, to  establish  a  heroon  in  honour  of  a  deceased  friend  ; 
and  such  heroon,  if  well  endowed  with  worldly  goods,  might 
last  for  ages,  and  easily  by  chance,  or  through  a  pious  fraud, 
become  celebrated. 

Students  of  mythology  are  familiar  with  the  process  by  which 
deities  once  powerful  were  reduced  to  the  rank  of  dsemon  or 
demi-god  and  attached  in  a  subordinate  position  to  one  of  the 
great  Olympic  deities.  Nereus  thus  becomes  subordinate  to 
Poseidon,  and  Adonis  sinks  from  a  great  god  into  the  human 
lover  of  Aphrodite ;  but  the  reverse  process  is  at  least  equally 
common.  Among  the  Greeks  not  only  men  were  constantly 
being  elevated  to  the  rank  of  heroes,  but  also  a  few  of  the 
more  prominent  heroes  passed  into  the  ranks  of  the  gods. 

Of  the  last  mentioned  progress  a  few  instances  will  suffice. 
Herakles  was  practically  regarded  by  the  later  Greeks  as  a  god, 
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altthough  tdietime  at  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  lived  was^ 
well  marked  in  Greek  heroic  annals ;  and  several  races  of 
Peloponnesian  kings  and.  nobles  claimed  to  be  descended  from, 
him  in  the  ordinary  human  way.  Asklepius  was  usually 
thought  of  as  one  who  had  lived  in  the  world,  and  his  sonst 
Podaleirius  and  Machaon  led  to  Troy  the  men  of  Tricca  in' 
Thessaly,  yet  in  Hellenistic  times  few  deities  enjoyed  greater 
reputation,  and  he  is  termed  in  inscriptions  /Acyaf ,  amrrip,  and/ 
even  Zek.  Amphiaraus  was  said  to  have  accompanied  the  first 
expedition  against  Thebes,  but  his  oracles  were  held  in  very 
high  estimation  in  Hellas,  yielding  scarcely  to  those  of  Apollo  • 
himself,  and  he  himself  was  reckoned  as  a  deity.  Mythical 
founders  of  cities  were  in  many  instances  worshipped  in  those 
cities,  not  as  heroes  but  as  gods — Autolycus,  for  example,  at 
Sinope,  and  Tlepolemus  at  Tiryns. 

Even  men  in  the  later  days  of  Greece  were  sometimes  accorded 
divine  honours.  This  was  a  custom  evidently  of  Oriental  origin. 
From  early  times  the  great  kings  of  Assyria  and  Egypt  were 
reckoned  as  gods  by  the  people  who  had  to  render  them  a  slavish 
obedience,  and  sometimes  they  seemed  to  the  down-trodden 
multitudes  the  only  gods  able  to  help  and  to  punish.  Welcker  ^ 
remarks  that  Lysander  was  the  earliest  of  the  Greeks  to  be 
thus  honoured ;  the  Samians,  or  at  least  the  oligarchical  party 
among  them,  singing  a  hymn  in  his  praise,  that  is,  invoking  him 
as  the  healing  god  to  deliver  them  from  the  bondage  of  Athens, 
and  changing  the  name  of  their  greatest  festival  from  Heraaa 
to  Lysandria,  in  his  honour.  Philip  of  Macedon  allowed  the 
people  of  AmphipoUs  to  sacrifice  to  him  as  a  deity,  and  at  the 
wedding  of  his  daughter  Cleopatra,  figured  with  the  twelve 
great  goids  as  one  of  them.  That  Alexander  went  further  still 
need  surprise  us  little,  for  after  his  conquests  he  assumed  the 
airs  of  an  Oriental  monarch,  and  divinity  was  but  one  of  these. 
After  his  death  Alexandria  became  the  seat  of  a  great  cultus  of 
him  as  a  deity,  and  henceforth  the  assumption  of  divinity  is 
made  by  all  his  marshals  who  attain  any  position  of  power  or 
renown.  The  Ptolemies  in  Eg3rpt  have  regular  temples  with 
their  colleges  of  priests  attached  to  the  service  of  the  reigning 
monarch,  and  the  Seleucidse  in  Syria  assume  as  their  regal 
name  some  title,  doubtless  selected  by  the  priests,  from  among 
those  commonly  conferred  on  deities,  such  as  a-ajrrjp  or  €iri<^v^s. 
Pemetrius  at  Athens  received  the  title  of  6€hs  a-wn/jpy  and  was 
lodged  in  the  Parthenon  as  friend  and  guest  of  Athena ;  even 

^  Gr.  OmerL  ili.  joa 
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to  his  wives,  as  impersonations  of  Aphrodite,  temples  were 
erected  in  various  part  of  Greece,  The  dei£cation  of  the 
Boman  Emperors,  which  the  Bomans  had  the  decency  to  post- 
pone to  their  death,  hut  which  the  Greeks  sometimes  carried 
through  while  they  lived,  was  but  a  continuation  of  the  customs 
into  which  these  latter  had  fallen  in  the  case  of  their  own  kings. 
We  can  scarcely  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in  days  when  divinity 
was  conferred  on  those  who  could  exercise  l^gh  functions  of 
command,  the  lower  grade  of  heroism  was  bestowed  at  death 
on  almost  any  person  whose  surviving  friends  desired  it  and 
could  pay  for  it 


BOOK  III 

CULTUS 


CHAPTER  I 

SACKED  PBECINCTS  AND  TEMPLES 

It  is  "well  known  to  every  one  that  in  Homer,  though  Olympus 
is  spoken  of  as  the  home  of  all  the  gods,  yet  they  each  have 
some  favourite  spot  where  they  dwell  by  preference,  as  Hera  at 
Argos  and  Poseidon  at  ^gsB,  This  local  tie  does  not  prevent 
them  from  hastening  to  any  spot  on  the  earth  where  their 
presence  may  seem  desirable,  but  it  furnishes  them  with  a 
home  to  which  to  return.  And  although  prayer  is  frequently 
addressed  to  various  of  the  Olympians  by  heroes  on  the 
battle-field  or  in  their  wanderings,  it  would  yet  seem  that  all 
save  three  or  four  were  of  more  ready  access  if  the  suppliant 
were  physically  near  one  of  his  seats.  So  Achilles,  when  he 
wishes  to  invoke  the  aid  of  his  mother,  goes  down  to  the  shore 
of  the  sea.^  Pelops  in  Pindar,^  when  he  prays  to  Poseidon, 
does  the  same;  and  sometimes  in  Homer  a  prayer  is  not 
heard  because  tiie  deity  to  whom  it  is  addressed  is  absent  on 
other  affairs;  and  always  a  deity  was  present  in  his  own 
shrines  as  nowhere  else. 

In  the  dawn  of  Greek  history  we  already  find  everywhere 
plots  of  land  set  apart  for  and  consecrated  to  certain  deities. 
The  cause  in  each  case  can  scarcely  at  this  distance  of  time 
be  recovered ;  at  most  it  can  only  be  matter  of  hypothesis  and 
conjecture.  In  all  likelihood  the  Greeks  in  many  or  most 
cases  merely  recognised  and  adopted  an  appropriation  made  by 
earlier  inhabitants  of  the  coimtries  in  which  they  came  to 
dwell  It  certainly  was  thus  with  the  enclosure  dedicated  to 
the  Ephesian  Artemis,  whose  worship  was  locally  established 
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long  before  the  Athenians  under  Androclus  came  to  settle  on 
Mounts  Prion  and  Coressus.  It  was  so  at  Delphi,  where  an 
oracle  of  GS  was  established  time  out  of  mind,  long  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Hellenic  Apollo.  In  fact,  it  is  a  general  rule  with 
archsBologists,  when  they  find  an  ancient  religious  precinct 
lying  outside  the  walls  of  a  Greek  city  in  any  district  but  the 
oldest  seats  of  the  Hellenes,  to  suppose  that  the  foundation 
is  not  Greek  but  pre-Greek,  the  work  of  barbarous  and 
forgotten  races.  And  in  these  cases  we  shall  only  be  misled 
if  we  try,  from  our  knowledge  of  the  Greek  mind  and  Greek 
religion,  to  find  reasons  for  the  choice  of  particular  localities. 

Nevertheless  we  are  able  to  attain,  by  a  process  of  induction, 
to  some  of  the  causes  which  led  in  Greece  to  the  setting  apart 
of  localities  for  religious  purposes.  These  causes  are  divided  by 
Hermann  ^  into  three  classes — physical,  ethical,  and  historical, 
and  we  cannot  do  better  than  follow  closely  in  his  steps. 

(i)  Physical.  Certain  kinds  of  localities  seemed  to  the  Greeks 
especially  full  of  the  presence  of  supernatural  powers.  Groves 
were  frequently  dedicated  to  divinities  in  Greece  as  in  most 
countries  from  the  Britain  of  the  Druids  to  Babylon.  In  a 
grove  of  myrtles  one  might  expect  to  light  on  a  temple  of 
Aphrodite,  in  one  of  olives  on  a  temple  of  Athena,  while 
laurel-groves  belonged  especially  to  Zeus  and  Apollo.  If  in  a 
grove  or  meadow  a  tree  of  specially  beautiful  appearance  grew, 
it  would  be  in  early  times  worshipped  itself  as  a  fetish ;  in 
later  times  it  would  be  consecrated  to  some  deity,  as  was  the 
celebrated  ilex  sacred  to  Zeus  which  grew  at  Gortys,  and  the 
oak  of  Dodona.  The  tops  of  hill  and  mountain  were  usually 
hallowed.  Pausanias  records  abundant  instances.  Commonly 
they  were  set  apart  for  Zeus  under  the  titles  vcrtos,  Karaipdrrj^ 
and  the  like ;  but  Hera  was  worshipped  on  Mount  Euboea, 
Aphrodite  on  the  lofty  Acrocorinthus,  Hermes  on  Mount 
Cyllene,  and  so  forth.  This  connection  of  mountains  with  the 
gods  takes  the  place  of  the  worship  of  the  mountain  itself, 
which  we  find  in  non-Greek  lands — such  worship  as  that  of 
Mount  ArgsBus  in  Cappadocia.  Caves  and  grottoes  were  among 
the  earliest  temples ;  but  perhaps  the  most  usual  of  ^  all  seats 
of  early  worship  were  rivers  and  springs.  In  a  climate  like 
that;  of  Greece  rivers  are  not  only  useful  but  necessary  to  the 
fertility  of  a  district,  and  the  springs  which  coi^e  rushing  forth, 
from  chaspis  in  the  rocky  soil  were  1^  endless  source  of  joy, 
ana  prosperity.     The  Greeks  surrounded  them  with  masopijl 

^  GoUei^iev^iehe  AlteMUmer,  Ed.  Stark,  p.  62^ 
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propitiated  tbem  with  offerings,  and  sought  to  draw  from  them 
auguries  as  to  future  events.  On  many  a  green  tree  and 
"beside  many  a  fountain  would  be  found  images,  fluttering 
fillets,  and  simple  rustic  gifts,  remains  of  a  very  primitive 
nature  worship,  such  as  remains  to  this  day  usual  in  Japan, 
and  not  unheard  of  even  in  our  country,  where  sacred  trees  and 
wishing  wells  are  not  entirely  things  of  the  past.  Only  as 
religion  grew  more  articulate  and  anthropomorphic  in  Greece 
the  sacred  spot  was  usually  connected  with  Olympic  deities, 
and  the  mere  fetishism  which  had  first  made  it  sacred  passed 
into  the  background.  Thus  on  the  sea-shore  rose  shrines  to 
Poseidon  rather  than  to  sea-daemon  and  nymph,  and  the 
typical  river  Acheloiis  was  worshipped  on  the  banks  of  lesser 
streams. 

(2)  Next  to  the  physical  circumstances  which  lent  sanctity  to 
a  spot  Hermann  places  the  ethical.  Human  associations  from 
earliest  time  mark  out  for  purposes  of  religion  certain  parts  of 
abode  or  city.  The  most  typical  is  the  hearth,  whether  that 
of  a  single  family  or  that  of  the  prytaneium,  the  place  of 
union  of  sept  or  clan.  A  hearth  of  some  sort  was  usuaUy  to  be 
found  in  Greece  at  the  site  of  most  great  temples.  At  that  of 
Poseidon  by  Mycide  was  the  assembling-place  of  the  lonians ; 
the  shrines  of  Demeter  Panachsea  and  Zeus  Homagyrius  were 
places  of  union  of  the  Achaeans;  while  the  prytaneium  of 
Olympia  was  as  it  were  the  common  hearth  of  all  Hellas.  All 
old  Greek  cities  having  their  nucleus  or  starting-point  in  an 
acropolis  hill,  that  hill  was  the  cradle  and  hearth  of  the  race, 
and  some  part  of  it  was  set  aside  for  the  divinities  who  pro- 
tected the  unity  of  the  state  and  watched  over  its  prosperity, 
the  iroXiovxoi  Oeoi.  As  the  inhabitants,  with  the  advent  of 
more  settled  times,  spread  down  from  the  acropolis  hill  to  the 
plain  below,  a  larger  share  of  the  hill  was  left  to  the  deities, 
until  sometimes  as  at  Athens  it  became  altogether  a  consecrated 
place,  and  all  secular  buildings  were  removed  to  the  agora  in 
the  plain.  And  not  only  did  the  deities  thus  acquire  the  currv, 
acropolis,  but  pleasant  sites  were  chosen  for  such  of  them  as 
came  into  favour  in  the  VoXis  below.  Socrates  is  represented 
by  Xenophon^  as  declaring  such  spots  to  be  most  fitted  for 
dedication  to  the  gods  as  could  be  well  seen  by  all,  and  yet 
were  out  of  the  way  of  easy  approach,  so  as  not  to  be  crowded. 
Aiistot}e  speaks  to  much  the  same  e£fect. 

(3)  Next  to  the  centres  of  human  circles  of  intercourse  the  most 

^  Memor.  iii.  8,  10. 
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suitable  spots  for  sacred  enclosures  were  held  to  be  the  circum- 
ferences. The  bounds  which  separated  state  and  state  were 
often  the  seats  of  temples  :  we  may  instance  the  temple  of 
Artemis  on  Tajgetus  on  the  bounds  of  the  territories  of  Spar- 
tans and  Messenians,  and  the  Isthmian  sanctuary  of  Poseidon 
between  Corinth  and  Megara.  In  this  way  the  deities  at  once 
divided  states  and  formed  a  bond  between  thenu  On  the 
neutral  ground  which  they  occupied,  enemies  could  meet  in 
peace  and  discuss  terms  of  friendship  and  aUiance,  markets 
could  be  held  for  exchange  of  goods^  and  documents  could  be 
laid  up  binding  on  both  states.  Along  the  high-roads  of  Greece 
were  frequent  chapels ;  and  in  places  where  three  ways  met  in 
particular  were  very  usually  shiines  of  the  triple  Hecate.  An 
arrangement  introduced  for  religious  motives,  and  probably  con- 
tinued for  those  of  convenience,  directed  that  travellers  who  had 
food  to  spare  should  lay  it  on  the  altars  of  Hecate  for  travellers 
less  amply  provided  to  take  and  ei^'oy  as  the  gift  of  the  goddess. 
The  figures  of  Hermes,  which  divided  lands  and  marked  the 
course  of  roads,  made  a  little  space  round  them  sacred,  and  their 
cultus  was  never  entirely  absorbed  by  those  of  Hermes  and  Apollo 
in  the  cities :  the  local  feeling  always  survived.  Market-places 
were  always  put  under  the  protection  of  6€ol  dyopatoi^  Zeus, 
Athena,  or  Hermes,  who  guarded  the  fidelity  of  contracts  there 
made,  and  punished  sharp  dealing  or  breach  of  faith ;  and  in 
gymnasia  a  part  was  set  aside  for  the  occupation  of  the  agonis- 
tic gods  Hermes  and  Herakles,  of  whom  one  bestowed  skill  and 
address,  the  other  force  and  courage. 

Whenever  a  spot  was  set  apart  as  sacred  to  a  deity,  a  legend 
would  arise  as  if  out  of  the  ground  to  justify  such  consecra- 
tion. But  in  some  cases  the  legend  had  historical  justification. 
This  was  most  commonly  the  case  when  an  event  of  good  or 
evil  omen  marked  out  the  place  where  it  happened  from  ordi- 
nary ground.  Thus  a  spot  struck  by  lightning  remained  to  all 
time  a  sacred  enclosure.  On  the  spot  in  Argos  where  the 
Epirote  king  Pyrrhus  fell,^  the  Argives  erected  a  temple  to 
Demeter,  and  buried  the  hero  therein.  In  fact,  the  graves  of 
heroes  were  everywhere  held  sacred.  ^  No  doubt  if  we  could 
trace  back  into  pre-historic  times  the  rise  of  places  afterwards 
held  sacred  in  Greece,  we  should  in  many  cases  find  that  the 
first  impulse  to  consecration  of  the  spot  came  from  one  of  those 
encounters  with  supernatural  powers  which  are  so  frequent  an 
experience  of  the  primitive  man.     He  finds,  or  thinks  he  finds 

^  PauB.  i.  13,  S. 
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some  deitjy  perhaps  embodied  in  the  form  of  animal  or  snake 
in  possession  of  a  spot  which  he  has  rashly  invaded,  and  the 
supernatural  tenant  has  to  be  thenceforward  propitiated  by  con- 
tinual rites.  And  as  prescription  rules  in  religious  matters  with 
unyielding  stubbornness,  when  a  deity  or  daemon  had  in  any 
way  made  good  a  daim  to  a  particular  spot,  he  would  commonly 
retain  it.  In  later  times^  often  land  was  made  over  to  some 
deity  in  consequence  of  a  dream,  an  oij^en,  or  an  oracular 
response,^  or  by  bequest  of  some  person  dying  with  or  without 
heirs.^  Sometimes  the  land  of  a  conquered  foe  was  made  oyer 
to  some  deity  as  a  sacred  temenoe ;  and  a  dozen  other  causes 
might  cause  the  passage  of  land  from  human  to  divine  posses- 
sion; and  as  luid  once  made  over  thus  could  never  be  re- 
claimed, the  gods  gradually  acquired,  in  the  course  of  Greek 
history,  a  larger  and  larger  share  of  the  country. 

In  the  ease  of  the  laiger  sacred  places,  more  especially  such 
as  were  the  seats  of  agonistic  festivals,  the  rc/uievos  or  sacred 
enclosure  was  of  considerable  extent,  and  contained  many 
buildings  adapted  for  various  purposes.  It  was  rigidly  marked 
off  from  the  profane  buildings  roimd  by  a  wall,  or  at  least  by 
stones  such  as  are  still  occasionally  discovered,  bearing  the 
inscription  "0/009  Aibs,*0/)os  'AOrjvqSf  and  so  forth.®  The  sacred 
precincts  of  many  deities  were  asylums,  that  is  they  were  safe 
refuges  for  those  who  had  committed  crimes,  for  slaves  who 
had  been  ill-treated  or  dreaded  ill-treatment,  for  debtors  who 
could  not  pay  their  debts,  and  all  persons  who  stood  in  fear  of 
enemies  or  justice.  In  rude  early  days,  when  manners  were 
fierce  and  justice  rudimentary,  such  an  institution  must  have 
been  productive  of  much  good,  putting  an  end  to  interminable 
blood-feuds,  and  affording  the  persecuted  a  means  of  escape 
from  the  tyrant.  But  in  later  days  the  privileges  of  asylum 
were  serious  hindrances  to  the  execution  of  law.  Then  most 
of  the  precincts  lost  the  right  of  asylum;  and  even  when  a 
fugitive  from  revenge  or  from  justice  fled  to  the  very  altars  of 
the  gods,  which  in  idl  times  retained  their  inviolability,  he  was 
liable  to  be  starved  into  surrender,  or  even  carried  off  by  force, 
so  long  as  no  blood  was  shed.  Of  all  the  temples  of  Greece 
that  of  Athena  Alea  at  Tegea  possessed  the  most  inviolable 
right  of  asylum.  Leotychides  and  Pausanias  the  Spartan  kings 
both  took  refuge  there  when  afraid  of  punishment  by  their 

^  Dittenberger,  SyUogty  Nos.  360,  368. 

*  C.  /.  O.  2448.    The  so-called  will  of  EpicteU. 

•  Dittenberger,  SyUoge,  Nos.  377,  378. 
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compatriots,  aiid  lived  in  peace.  Pausanias  the  traveller  ^  says 
that  the  Spartans  did  not  even  ask  for  their  surrender.  Hither 
too  fled  Chrysii,  the  priestess  of  the  Argive  Hera,  after  she  had 
accidentally  set  fire  to  the  Her»um.  Sometimes  grave  evils 
resulted  from  the  extension  of  the  right  of  asylum.  At  Ephesos 
for  instance  the  limit  of  the  privilege  had  been  fixed  by  Mithri- 
dates^  at  a  bow-shot  from  the  temple  of  Artemis  in  every 
direction.  Mark  Antony  doubled  the  area  of  the  inviolable 
space,  but  in  so  doing  he  unfortunately  included  a  part  of  the 
■city,  which  at  once  became  a  sort  of  Alsatia,  a  refuge  of  robbers 
and  murderers,  without  law  or  security  for  property,  and 
Augustus  was  obliged  to  restore  the  former  limits. 

Sometimes  the  sacred  enclosure  was  absolutely  forbidden  to 
the  foot  of  man.  A  wood  sacred  to  Dionysus  existed  at 
Megalopolis,^  which  was  surrounded  by  a  OpiyKh^  or  barrier, 
and  not  accessible  to  any  one.  More  frequently  it  was  only  to 
be  entered  on  rare  occasions  and  by  privileged  persons,  like  the 
enclosure  at  Olympia  which  contained  the  tomb  of  Hippodamia, 
which  women  only  were  allowed  to  enter  once  a  year.*  Very 
frequently  a  temenos  was  accessible  only  to  one  sex,  and  nearly 
'always  some  classes  were  excluded.  Thus  from  the  temple  of 
Xeucothea  at  Chaeroneia  all  of  ^tolian  race  were  excluded. 
Ko  stranger  was  admitted  to  the  temple  of  Hera  at  Amorgos.^ 
No  Dorian  was  admitted  to  the  temple  of  Athena  PoHas  at 
Athens ;  generally  indeed  it  was  supposed  that  the  sight  of  one 
of  a  rival  or  hostile  tribe  was  displeasing  to  the  deities  of  a 
city.  In  the  tribal  religion  of  the  Greeks  it  was  reckoned  a 
•great  privilege  to  accord  to  an  alien  to  give  him  the  right  of 
attending  public  sacrifices. 

At  the  very  entrance  of  all  sacred  precincts  was  a  vase  of 
'water  for  the  purification  of  those  who  approached.  These 
were  called  irepippavrrjpia.  Also  there  were  commonly  inscrip- 
tions stating  who  first  dedicated  the  spot,^  and  on  what  condi- 
tions it  might  be  entered,  or  enjoining  cleanliness  and  reverence 
on  all  votaries.^  The  enclosing  wall  was  usually  only  inter- 
mittent at  one  place,  and  at  that  spot  propylsea  were  erected. 
These  in  outward  form  somewhat  resembled  a  temple,  but 
their  interior  arrangement  was  different,  the  central  point  in 
them  being  a  strong  door  calculated  to  keep  out  intruders  and 
even  a  hostile  force,  while  within  and  without  the  door  were 

*  iii.  5,  6.  '  Strabo,  xiv.  p.  641.  •  Paus.  viiL  31,  :. 

*  Pans.  vi.  20,  7.  *  Dittenberger,  Sylloge,  No.  358.' 

*  Cf.  ibid.  No.  356.  7  Ibid.  Nob.  357,  359.  361. 
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chambers  for  waiting  in,  and  sometimes  stose  at  the  sides  as 
in  the  noble  Propylsea  of  Pericles. 

Inside  the  peribolus  wall  were  a  variety  of  buildings.     The 
most  important  and   essential  spot  of  the   whole   was  ihsit 
occupied  by  the  altar.      Hermann  with  justice  observes  that 
the  altar  was  of  more  moment  in  a  religious  point  of  view  than 
either  temple  or  image,  and  commonly  it  was  far  older  than 
either.     Sacred  places  need  contain  no  shrine  and  very  com- 
monly contained  no  figure  of  a  deity,  but  must  contain  an  altar 
of  some  sort,  or  the  deity  remained  entirely  inaccessible  to  his 
votaries.     Pausanias  mentions  an  altar  of  Zeus  LycsBus  which 
was  a  mere  mound  of  earth  on  the  summit  of  the  LycsBan 
■mountain.      Originally  the  altar  was  a  simple  structure.     In 
Apollonius  Rhodius  the  Argonauts  are  represented  as  heaping 
up,   wherever  they  land,  stones  for  a   temporary  altar.      In 
Theocritus  ^  we  read  of  altars  formed  of  oak,  ivy,  and  asphodel. 
Some  of  the  most  renowned  altars  in  Greece,  the  great  one  at 
Olympia  for  instance,  were  formed  of  the  ashes  of  sacrifices 
whicb   were  not  removed,  but  allowed   to   accumulate.      At 
Didyma  near  Miletus  was  an  altar  formed  by  Herakles  of  the 
blood  of  victims  ;  and  we  read  of  others  made  of  their  horns. 
But  after  a  time  the  artistic  taste  of  the  Greeks  added  masonry 
and   ornament  to   these   primitive   structures.      Horns    were 
placed  at  the  comers,  whether  to  be  grasped  by  those  who  took 
oaths,  or  to  support  flowers  and  fillets.     Altars  were  fenced  oiF 
from  the  crowd  by  $piyKoi  or  barriers.    Sometimes  they  became 
of  colossal  size,  like  the  Olympian  altar,  which  was  125  feet  in 
circumference  and  22  in  height,  and  that  magnificent  Perga- 
mene  altar,  of  which  the  remains  decorated  with  colossal  friezes 
now  adorn  the  museums  of  Berlin.     Of  another  and  peculiar 
character  was  the  gigantic  wooden  altar  or  rather  pyre  pUed  up 
every  year  at  Patras  in  honour  of  Artemis  Laphria.^     They 
made  a  huge  enclosure  of  dry  wood,  and  drove  within  it  all 
manner  of  game  and  living  creatures;   then  set  fire  to  the 
whole  and  made  a  huge  bumt-ofiering  to  the  deity.    Commonly 
altars  were  consecrated  to  one,  or  at  most  two  or  three  deities, 
and  could  not  be  used  for  sacrifice  to  others ;  but  there  were 
exceptions  :  the  altars  in  the  Prytaneia,  for  instance,  were  used 
for  sacrifice  to  all  national  deities.     At  Oropus  ^  was  an  altar 
divided  into  four  parts,  and  each  of  those  parts  was  devoted 
to  a  group  of  deities. 

When  temples  began  to  arise  throughout  Greece,  they  com- 

*  xxvL' 5.   •         '       *  Pau8.  vii.  18,  1 1.  ■    ^  Pau8.*i.  34,  2. 
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monly  included  small  altars  whereon  incense  could  be  burned, 
and  small  bloodless  sacrifices  laid  at  the  very  feet  of  the  deity. 
But  the  larger  altars,  whereon  sheep  and  oxen  were  offered, 
remained  outside,  so  placed  in  reference  to  the  temple  that  the 
votary  sacrificing  at  Uie  altar  could  see  the  image  in  its  cella. 
The  reason  for  this  is  obvious  enough :  the  slaughter  of  animals 
would  have  polluted  the  temples  and  filled  them  with  blood 
and  filth,  while  the  thick  smoke  would  soon  have  spoiled  the 
beauty  of  the  divine  images;  and  on  the  other  hand  it  was 
essential  to  the  efficacy  of  an  altar  that  the  smoke  from  it 
should  rise  freely  to  heaven  into  the  presence  of  the  gods. 
Thus  in  the  rare  cases  in  which  a  great  altar  was  included  in 
the  temple-walls,  an  open  space  above  it  was  left  in  the  roof, 
through  which  the  smoke  might  rise. 

It  was  usual  to  place  in  the  re/Mn;  of  Greek  divinities  tombs 
of  those  men  who  had  founded  them.  The  Pelopium,  the  sup- 
posed grave  of  Pelops,  stood  by  the  temple  of  Zeus  at  Olympia, 
the  tomb  of  Hyacinthus  by  the  Apollo  at  Amyclffi.  Neoptolemus, 
son  of  Achilles,  was  said  to  be  buried  in  the  temple  at  Delphi  ; 
Clearchus  the  founder  of  Miletus  in  the  Didymseum  near  that 
city.  An  instance  from  later  times  was  the  already-mentioned 
tomb  of  Pyrrhus  of  Epirus  in  a  temple  of  Demeter  at  Argos. 
The  peribolus  also  included  dwellings  alike  for  the  suppliants 
who  fled  thither  and  for  the  officers  of  the  temple.  Homer  ^ 
speaks  of  Maron,  priest  of  Apollo,  as  living  in  the  shady  grove 
of  Phoebus.  The  Arrephoric  maidens  at  Athens  lived  during 
their  term  of  office  close  to  the  temple  of  Athena  Polias.  The 
sacred  slaves  commonly  slept  in  cells  about  the  temples ;  and  in 
some  sorts  of  temples  there  must  have  been  quite  a  thronging 
population,  as  for  instance  in  the  shrines  of  Aphrodite,  in 
which  Oriental  customs  of  prostitution  were  maintained,  and 
in  those  of  Asklepius,  which  were  crowded  with  sick  and  their 
physicians.  In  some  refuvrf  even  feasts  were  given,  for  example 
in  the  €<rrearopea  of  the  sacred  island  of  Delos,  where  feasted 
the  lonians  with  wives  and  children.  So  Strabo^  says  of 
Tenos  that  the  city  was  small,  but  without  it  was  a  precinct 
of  Poseidon,  within  which  were  large  kanaropioLy  which  would 
accommodate  not  only  the  people  of  the  city  but  all  the  neigh- 
bours who  might  come  to  the  feast  of  Poseidon.  In  one  case, 
that  of  Delphi,  there  was  even  a  theatre  close  to  the  sacred 
enclosure,  that  theatre  wherein  the  musical  contests  of  the 
Pythia  were  held. 

^  OdLlz.  20a  '  z.  p.  487. 
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In  recent  years  the  entire  area  of  the  great  altis  of  Zeus  at 
Olympia  has  been  laid  bare  by  the  energy  of  German  explorers, 
and  the  student  can  examine  it  foot  by  foot  It  contained  not 
only  the  great  temples  of  Zeus,  Hera,  and  the  Mother  of  the 
Gods,  but  the  tomb  of  Pelops,  the  circular  building  raised  by 
Philip  of  Macedon  in  honour  of  his  own  family,  the  Exedra  of 
Herodes  Atticus,  and  the  colossal  altar  of  Zeus,  together  with 
a  vast  crowd  of  donaria  and  monuments  of  every  kind.  On 
one  side  it  was  bounded  by  a  long  row  of  treasuries,  each  con- 
taining the  offerings  of  some  wealthy  state ;  on  another  by  a 
long  colonnade,  in  which  probably  many  of  the  visitors  to  the 
great  festival  slept  during  ^e  hot  summer  nights.  The  stadium 
and  the  hippodrome  were  outside  in  secular  ground,  together 
with  the  paJsBstra  where  the  competitors  practised.  The  visitor 
to  Olympia  is  transported  back  into  ancient  times  and  ways  of 
life,  almost  as  completely  as  the  visitor  to  Pompeii. 

Thus  were  the  gods  of  Greece  localised  and  limited.  And 
whether  it  were  a  tribal  or  national  deity  who  acquired  a  fixed 
dwelling-place,  or  whether  it  were  some  divinity  rising,  like 
Cora  in  the  myth,  out  of  the  ground,  who  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Olympus,  but  was  essentially  provincial,  it  came  to  much 
tb.e  same  thing.  A  precinct  was  enclosed,  an  altar  set  up, 
perhaps  later  a  temple,  a  priest  was  set  apart,  and  the  cult 
became  an  outward  and  visible  fact,  which  had  thenceforth 
profound  influence  upon  the  history  of  the  district  Such  a 
shrine  had  a  story  of  growth  and  decline,  just  as  much  as  a 
city  had,  although  as  a  rule  the  story  found  no  historian  to 
write  it  down,  and  we  have  to  recover  scattered  fragments  of 
it  from  the  inscriptions  found  upon  the  site,  and  the  dedications 
brought  to  light  after  long  ages. 

The  erection  of  temples  for  the  gods  was  a  result  of  constantly 
growing  anthropomorphism  in  the  conception  of  them  held  by 
the  people.  In  the  old  days  when  the  Greeks  or  their  Pelasgic 
predecessors  worshipped  the  powers  of  nature,  or  perhaps  some 
totem  of  the  animal  world,  or  attached  supernatural  powers  to 
some  mere  fetish,  a  tree  or  a  spring,  a  rock  or  a  stone,  they 
adored  in  the  open  air.  But  when  images,  however  rude,  were 
formed,  and  supposed  to  embody  the  divine  natiire  more  com- 
pletely than  unworked  products  of  nature,  it  became  necessary 
to  erect  houses  where  these  images  might  be  placed  in  security, 
and  where  they  might  dwell  as  the  chiefs  dwelt  in  their  own 
palaces.  Thus  the  cultus-image,  or  idol  as  we  should  term  it, 
was  the  centre  of  the  temple,  and  determined  its  parts  and  their 
relations  one  to  the  other.     And  of  course  when  the  custom  of 
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erecting  houses  for  deities  was  fairly  established,  it  was  adopted 
BTen  in  those  cases  in  which  the  deity  was  represented  not  by 
an  image  but  by  a  mere  symbol  In  the  great  temple  at  Delphi, 
for  instance,  there  was  no  great  cultus-image  of  Apollo. 

The  earliest  Greek  chapels  were  either  natural  caves  or  the 
hollows  of  decayed  trees.  Greece  abounds  in  caves,  and  few 
of  these,  even  down  to  the  latest  pagan  times,  were  without 
statues  of  deities.  In  historical  Greece  they  were  commonly 
sacred  to  the  Nymphs,  and  contained  statues  of  them,  or  reliefs 
representing  them  in  company  with  Pan  or  Hermes,  or  the 
river-god  Achelous.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  Attic 
territory,  and  several  reliefs  such  as  these  are  now  in  the 
Athenian  museums.  But  some  caves  were  dedicated  to  other 
divine  beings.  There  was  in  Crete  a  sacred  cave  where  Rhea 
was  said  to  have  given  birth  to  Zeus,  and  where  the  child  was 
fed  with  honey  by  bees.  There  was  the  cave  sacred  to  Apollo 
at  Apollonia,  where  the  flocks  of  the  deity  were  shut  up  at 
night.  There  was  the  celebrated  cave  of  Trophonius,  and 
that  near  Eleusis,  into  which  Pluto  disappeared,  bearing  the 
captive  Persephone.:  indeed  very  deep  and  gloomy  caves  were 
usually  connected  rather  with  the  deities  of  the  nether  world 
than  with  the  Nymphs.  In  a  cave  at  Bura  in  Achaia  was  a 
shrine  apd  oracle  of  Herakles  ;^  other  caves  were  sacred  to  Cybele, 
Apollo,  Aphrodite,  and  other  deities.  Trees  were  also,  as 
Botticher  has  abundantly  shown  in  his  Baumcultus,  not  only 
themselves  worshipped  as  fetishes,  but  also  used  as  receptacles 
for  rude  images  in  early  times.  An  instance  may  be  taken 
from  Pausanias,  whp  saw  near  Orchomenus  a  chapel  of  Artemis 
with  her. statue  in  wood,  placed  in  the  midst  of  a  large  cedar, 
and  so  called  Cedreatis.^ 

It  may  easily  be  imagined  that  the  needs  of  Greek  cultus 
soon  outgrew  these  primitive  shrines.  The  Homeric  heroes, 
ba^g.  st^ly  palacef  of  their  own,  could  not  let  the  gods 
remain,  wjthput  a;  dwelling.  And  in  fact,  in  the  Homeric 
po^ma  are  nupxerous  passc^ges  which  prove  that  in  the  time  when, 
they  were.  writit€(n  temples  were  not  rare  in  Greece.  We  hear 
of  the  temple  of.  Poseidon  a(  MgjBd ;  of  the  katvos  ovS^  of 
Apollo  at  roc^  Pyiho,  full  of  rich  offerings,  ^ausithoiis  is 
8ai4.ii^  thQ.  Oc^^M^,^  when  he  built  tbe.city  of.the  Phaacians, 
to  have  erected  in  it  temples  to  the  gpdiif  I|i  ^.Assyrian 
mppui^eiit.of  tbe.lal^ts^;,  PArt  of  the.  eighth  century,  a  date  not 
nu^.  latent  ti)Aii  thft]^  umaUy  givep  to  Hom^,  in^the  relieleu^. 

^  Faoa,  vij.  25,  10.  '  ^JNtti.^m^  I3»  ^  '  ▼i-  xo. 
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found  by  Botta  in  the  palace  of  King  Saigon,^  there  is  figured, 
standing  between  two  fortresses,  a  building  which  has  all  the 
appearance  of  a  Doric  temple,  with  a  pillared  front  surmounted 
by  a  pediment,  and  with  shields  hung  against  the  outer  walla 
It  is  in  a  city  hostile  to  the  Afisynans,  who  are  scaling  its  roof. 
The  inscripticm  shows  that  the  locality  is  on  the  borders  of 
Armenia.  It  seems  likely,  then,  that  in  its  essential  features 
the  Greek  temple  was  copied  from  structures  of  the  Asiatic 
inland. 

But  there  still  exist  in  Greece  itself  temples  of  a  very 
primitive  character.  One  such  was  found  by  Mr.  Hawkins 
near  the  site  of  Carystus  in  £ulxBa,  an  oblong  building  with 
rude  walls  and  a  roof  formed  of  stone  slabs  arranged  in  tiers 
so  that  each  row  projected  beyond  that  beneath  it  until  they 
nearly  met  in  the  middle.  Such  a  mode  of  construction  may 
indicate  very  great  antiquity.  But  the  column  was  at  a  very 
early  date  introduced  into  Greek  architecture,  and  soon  pro- 
duced great  improvements  in  it.  Indeed,  the  arrangement  of 
pillars  gives  at  once  the  key  to  a  Greek  building.  The  most 
important  part  of  a  Greek  temple  was  that  which  contained 
the  statue  or  symbol  of  the  deity,  the  vabs  proper  or  cella. 
This  was  the  casket  which  contained  the  jewel,  and  however 
it  might  be  architecturally  adorned  or  architecturally  concealed, 
it  remained  the  one  essential  thing.  This  ceUa  was  oblong  in. 
form,  and  in  the  larger  temples  was  sometimes  in  part  open  to 
the  sky.  If  the  two  sides  of  the  cella  be  continued  forwards, 
and  between  the  projecting  buttresses  a  couple  of  pillars  be 
inserted,  we  shall  have  what  Yitruvius  calls  a  templum  in 
antis.  If  the  sides  be  continued  but  a  short  distcuice,  and  a 
row  of  pillars  placed  free  in  fronts  the  temple  will  be  prostyle  ; 
if  the  sides  be  also  continued  backwards  and  a  second  row  of 
free  pillars  placed  behind,  the  temple  will  be  amphiprostyle, 
like  the  temple  of  Nike  Apteros  at  Athens,  This  arrangement 
gives  us  three  chambers,  the  va5s  itself  with  a  7rp6vajo^  and 
o9r£o-^($8o/A09.  And  now  architecturally  the  temple  must  be 
considered  as  complete  and  incapable  of  further  development : 
all  that  can  be  done  is  to  surround  it  with  columns,  in  which 
case  it  will  become  a  vab^  7r€ptaTvkos,  or  we/jwrrc/aos.  The 
temple  of  Zeus  at  Olympia,  of  which  the  plan  is  here  given, 
is  in  antis  and  peripteraL 

The  orientation  of  a  Greek  temple  was  commonly  to  the 
west  or  the  east^  though  exceptions  occur,  as  in  the  case  of  the 

^  Botta,  XVoottveKef,  pU  141. 
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temple  at  Phigaleia,  Their  fonn  was  fixed  with  oonBiderable 
rigidity.  In  the  size,  the  number  of  pillars,  perhaps  the  method 
of  lighting,  as  well  as  in  the  style  of  architecture  there  was 
yariety ;  but  the  general  shape  and  arrangement  was  unvaried. 
The  apparent  exceptions,  such  as  the  Erechtheium  at  Athens, 
owe  their  abnormal  form  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  single 
temples,  but  groups  of  separate  shrines  under  a  single  roof, 
each  preserving  in  essentials  the  normal  form.  A  construction  of 
so  simple  plan  evidently  did  not  admit  much  variety  or  much 
improvement  with  time:  a  modem  taste  would  become  tired 
of  the  incessant  repetition  of  the  same  forms  and  the  same  lines, 
just  as  it  would  weary  to  find  the  same  scenes  represented 


Mil  n ; I  i n 


Fio.  15.— Obound-Plan  of  the  Temple  of  Zeus,  Oltmpia. 


in  the  sculptures  of  the  walls  in  endless  repetition — ^the  labours 
of  Herakles,  the  battles  of  the  Centaurs  and  Lapiths,  or  of  the 
Greeks  and  Amazons.  But  Greek  taste  affected  slight  varieties 
in  essentially  similar  compositions. 

The  dimensions  of  the  largest  of  Greek  temples,  the  Arte- 
misium  at  Ephesus,  were,  according  to  Mr.  Wood,  342  feet  in 
length  by  163  in  width,  the  measurements  being  taken  on  the 
outer  colonnade  in  both  dimensiona  The  Parthenon  was  not 
much  more  than  a  fourth  of  this  size,  and  the  majority  of  Greek 
temples  were  of  small  size,  never  having  been  intended  to  admit 
a  great  concourse  of  people.  An  exception  was  the  hall  at 
EleusiB,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Mystes,  which  was  made  of 
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an  unusual  square  shape,  and  measured  some  220  feet  by  180, 

so  as  to  hold  a  large  crowd  of  people.^     On  the  front  of  the 

temples  was  often  an  inscription  recording  by  whom  it  was  set 

up,  and  on  what  occasion,  and  to  what  deity  dedicated.'     In 

approaching  the  building  the  votary  first  encountered  the  flight 

of  steps  leading  up  to  the  door,  for  temples  were  in  all  cases. 

raised  upon  steps  to  lift  them  aljove  the  common  earth.     These 

steps  ran  all  round  the  building :  the  number  was  uneven  in 

order  that  the  right  foot  of  the  suppliant  might  touch  both  the 

first  and  the  last  step.     In  front  of  the  great  doors  were  lustral 

vases   for   purification.      Immediately  within   them   was   the 

vpovaos.     Alike  the  irfyovaos  and  the  intercolumniation  without 

were  commonly  full  of  statues  and  dedicated  objects.     At  the 

Argive  Herseum,^  for  instance,  there  were  .outside  the  doors 

statues  of  the  priestesses  of  Hera,  as  well  as  of  Orestes  and  other 

heroes ;  inside,  archaic  statues  of  the  Graces  and  the  couch  of 

Hera  and  the  shield  of  Euphorbus,  dedicated  by  Menelaus.     It 

has  been  doubted  by  what  title  statues  of  one  deity  could  be 

placed,  as  was  so  often  the  case  in  Greece,  in  the  temple  of  another. 

The  analogy  proposed  by  Maury  of  the  images  of  saints  in  a 

Catholic  church  is  misleading ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  these 

subsidiary  statues  received  worship,  they  were  often  merely 

placed  in  sacred  buildings  as  beautiful  works  of  art  fit  for  the 

acceptance  of  the  gods.     But  it  seems  not  unnatural  to  place  in 

the  chief  temple  of  a  city  and  under  the  protection  of  its  guardian 

deity  statues  of  other  beings  whom  the  city  held  in  honour. 

The  central  part  of  the  temples  was  occupied  by  the  vaos  or 
ceUa.     In  large  temples  this  contained  three  divisions  or  aisles^ 
the  side  aisles  being,  as  in  our  churches,  separated  from  the 
middle  one  by  rows  of  columns.    In  the  central  place  of  honour 
stood  usually  the  chief  statue  of  the  temple  deity.     In  early 
times  this  was  commonly  a  rude  and  simple  symbol,  a  conical 
stone,  a  meteorite,  or  a  rudely  fashioned  log,  like  that  o-avis,. 
which  was  said  in  very  early  days  to  have  represented  the 
nu^esty  of  the  Hera  of  Samos.    To  these  symbols  succeeded, 
rude  images,  often  ending  below  in  a  mere  block,  such  as  the 
Ai^emis  of  Ephesus  and  the  Apollo  of  AmyclsB.^    Theve  ^?Bre 
in  all  after  time  held  sacred  in  the  highest  degree ;  they  were, 
clad  in  rich  robes  and  treated  almost  like  living  creatures^ 
cairied  annu^y  to  the  bath^.aodi  eyen  chained  by  the  leg^-.  to. 

»  Book  iii,  chap,  it^  *  Dittenbei«er»  Sj/Uoge,  No.  356., 

•'Pfcoa.  ii.  17,  3. 

^Tbe  wboto  of  this  pcMOM  omi  b»  wellntttiCMl  on^ooiai.,   St^ioiy.  2||^4 

iif:4hmk.  Ww^  pU  xv.  pp.  .77-^« 
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pievent  their  running  away.  But  with  time,  in  the  course  of 
the  fifth  and  fourth  centuries,  they  yielded  their  conspicuous 
position  to  the  masterpieces  of  Ph^idias  and  Praxiteles,  retiring 
into  adyta,  but  still  drawing  after  them  the  heart  and  belief 
of  the  people.  It  was  not  the  Parthenos  of  Pheidias  which 
received  the  annual  peplos  from  the  Athenian  people,  but  the 
old  wooden  statue  of  Athena  Polias.  It  was  not  the  Eros 
of  Praxiteles  which  was  really  worshipped  at  ThespisB,  but  a 
conical  stone,  which  had  represented  the  god  time  out  of  mind. 
In  some  cases  in  Greece  the  statues  of  a  group  of  deities 
occupied  the  centre  of  the  i/ao$,  as  in  that  remarkable  temple 
of  the  Great  Goddesses  at  Megalopolis,^  where,  beside  statues  of 
Demeter  and  Cora,  stood  lesser  images  of  Artemis  and  Athena, 
and  a  little  Herakles  a  cubit  high,  or,  as  in  the  temple  of  Hera 
at  Mantineia,^  where,  beside  the  statue  of  Hera,  stood  figures 
of  Hebe  and  of  Athena.  And  sometimes  there  was  no  image 
at  all,  as  in  the  temple  of  Peitho  at  Sicyon,^  or  as  in  the  great 
Delphic  temple  itself,  in  which  case  the  absence  of  an  image 
would  usually  be  explained  by  a  sacred  myth. 

In  front  of  the  chief  statue  would  usually  lie  a  table  whereon 
offerings  might  be  set  Sometimes  these  were  of  gold  or 
silver,  like  the  gold  table  seized  by  Dionysius  in  the  temple 
of  Asklepius  at  Syracuse;^  often  they  were  adorned  with 
elaborate  reliefs :  one  at  Megalopolis  in  the  temple  of  the 
Great  Goddesses  with  figures  of  Horn  and  Nymphs,  Apollo 
and  Pan.  Daily  gifts  were  laid  on  these  tables,  mostly  of  a 
simple  kind :  flowers  and  fruity  bloodless  and  pure  offerings, 
which  lay  for  a  time  in  the  presence  of  the  god,  and  then  were 
carried  away  by  the  priests  for  their  own  tables.  On  the  table 
of  the  Dioscuri  at  Gyrene,  silphium  was  continually  laid. 
The  upsetting  or  destroying  of  this  table  was  looked  on  as  a 
bitter  offence  to  the  deity ;  thus  we  hear  that  Apollo  upset  and 
destroyed  the  table  of  the  monstrous  Python,  and  for  that  rash 
act^  in  spite  of  his  divine  nature,  had  to  undergo  purification. 

How  the  light  was  admitted  into  the  cella  of  a  Greek  temple 
is  uncertain.  It  must  have  come  from  above,  and  the  term 
hypeethral,  applied  by  Yitruvius  to  larger  temples,  seems  to  in- 
dicate that  they  were  open  in  the  middle  to  heaven ;  but  Mr. 
Fergusson,  in  an  ingenious  treatise,  maintained  that  great  temples 
were  lighted  through  a  clerestory,  wherein  a  kind  of  lattice-work 
was  contrived  for  the  more  partial  admission  of  daylight 

*  Pan?,  viii.  31,  r.  2  Pans,  viii  9,  3. 

'  Pam.  ii.  7,  7.  *  Atben.  xy.  p.  6930. 
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Every  part  of  the  vao$  was  adorned  with  works  of  painting 
and  sculpture.  In  the  temple  of  Zeus  at  Olympia  ^  there  was 
a  splendid  curtain  {irapairrraa-fjia)  of  Assyrian  work,  richly 
embroidered,  the  gift  of  Antiochus  lY.,  which  is  said  to  have 
come  from  the  great  temple  of  Jehovah  at  Jerusalem.  The 
barriers  which  in  the  same  temple  fenced  off  from  public 
intrusion  the  space  imder  the  statue  of  Zeus  were  adorned  with 
an  elaborate  series  of  paintings  by  Pan»nus,  containing  mytho- 
graphic  siibjects.  The  Theseium  at  Athens  contained  paintings 
of  all  the  exploits  of  Theseus.  The  very  statues  of  the  deities 
themselves  were  used  as  a  background  for  works  in  relief.  Even 
the  buckler  and  the  sandals  of  the  Athena  of  Pheidias  were 
covered  with  reliefs ;  so  was  the  throne  of  Zeus  at  Olympia, 
and  that  built  by  Bathycles  of  Magnesia  round  the  archaic 
figure  of  Apollo  at  Amyclss. 

Pausanias^  gives  us  an  account  of  a  perpetually  burning 
lamp  in  the  temple  of  Athena  Polias  at  Athens,  which  was 
fed  with  oil  but  once  a  year,  while  over  it  stood  a  brazen  palm. 
As  to  this,  Botticher  justly  remarks  that  it  can  have  stood 
nowhere  but  in  an  aisle  at  the  side  of  the  statue ;  if  placed  in 
front  of  it,  it  would  have  shut  it  from  view.  Indeed,  an  altar 
with  perpetual  fire  would  seem  to  have  been  an  usual  part  of  a 
Greek  temple,  especially  of  such  temples  as  belonged  to  the 
special  state  deitie&  Lamps  were  naturally  among  the  most 
frequent  donaria  to  temples,  being  of  use  as  well  as  beautiful, 
and  their  splendour  in  some  instances  may  be  judged  from 
the  statement^  that  Dionysius  presented  to  the  Tarentines  a 
candelabrum  which  held  as  many  lamps  as  there  are  days  in 
the  year,  or  the  fact  mentioned  by  Cicero  ^  that  a  candelabrum 
stolen  by  Yerres  had  lighted  up  with  the  splendour  of  its  gems 
the  temple  of  Zeus  in  which  it  had  stood.  In  the  side  aisles 
also  sometimes  stood  the  thrones  of  priests  and  priestesses. 
The  priestess  at  Athens  who  repulsed  Cleomenes  in  his  cele- 
brated attempt  to  enter  the  temple  of  Athena  ^  is  said  to  have 
risen  from  her  throne  at  his  approach.  In  the  temple  of  Nemesis, 
at  Rhamnus  in  Attica,  stood  two  thrones,  one  inscribed  with 
the  name  of  Nemesis,  and  one  with  that  of  Themis. 

The  Adytum  was  often  part  of  a  Greek  temple.  This  was,  as 
the  name'  implies,  some  part  of  the  sacred  building  entrance  to 
which  was  prohibited.  Sometimes  the  whole  temple  was  thus 
shut  up,  the  priests  alone  entering  on  stated  occasions;  and 

^  Paas.  V.  12,  4.  '  L  26,  7.  >  Athen.  xv,  pi  7ooci. 

*  In  Vtr,  ii.  4,  a8.  ^  Herod,  v.  72. 
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in  fact  the  central  part  of  the  cella  in  most  great  temples  was 
really  an  adytum,  close  approach  to  the  statue  being  forbidden. 
But  the  term  was  more  especially  applied  to  those  secret 
chambers  in  which  the  priests  hid  sacred  or  mysterious  objects. 
These  were  usually  underground.  At  Delphi  there  was  an 
adytum  in  which,  in  the  time  of  Pausanias,  there  was  a  golden 
statue  of  ApoUo.  Commonly  when  a  new  statue  was  placed  in 
the  cella,  the  older  and  more  sacred  image  was  removed  to  an 
adytum.  The  underground  adyta  were  in  many  instances  the 
grave  of  the  mythical  or  traditional  founder  of  the  temple. 
Such  was  the  case  at  Corinth,^  where  the  grave  of  Palsemon 
was  a  subterraneous  adytum,  and  at  AmyclsB,  where  the  grave 
of  Hyacinthus  was  below  the  statue  of  Apollo.  The  excava- 
tions of  Kayet  and  Thomas  at  the  DidymsBum  at  Miletus  have 
disclosed  in  that  temple  an  adytum  which  lay  at  a  low  level, 
and  was  probably  used  as  an  oracular  shrine. 

In  the  temple  itself,  as  well  as  in  various  parts  of  the  precinct 
which  surroimded  it,  were  stelsB  covered  with  inscriptions,  which 
must  have  been  of  the  greatest  value  to  Greek  historians.  The 
state  documents  of  antiquity  were  published  by  being  set  up 
for  all  to  see  in  stone  or  bronze  in  certain  specified  temples. 
In  the  treaties  and  agreements  which  have  come  down  to  us, 
as  a  consequence  of  tibis  custom,  it  is  sometimes  provided  that 
copies  of  the  document  shall  be  set  up  in  the  chief  temples  of 
the  contracting  parties.  The  various  decisions  as  to  the  land 
over  which  Samos  and  Priene  disputed  were  recorded  in  tablets 
at  the  temple  of  Athena  at  Priene,  many  of  which  are  now 
in  the  British  Museum.  Even  laws  of  the  state  were  commonly 
exposed  in  the  temples  as  in  a  place  where  they  would  be 
accessible  to  all,  as  well  as  in  a  peculiar  degree  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  gods.  £ven  the  honorary  decrees,  of  which  later 
Greece  produced  so  abundant  a  crop,  were  frequently  set  up 
in  temples.  A  quantity  of  such  were  found  on  the  site  of 
the  temple  of  Artemis  at  Ephesus  by  Mr.  Wood.  Of  more 
special  character  and  more  particular  value  were  the  stebe  ^  at 
the  temple  of  Asklepius  at  Epidaurus,  on  which  were  recorded 
the  names  of  those  who  had  been  healed  there,  and  their  dis- 
ease, together  with  the  mode  of  cure,  koI  oirois  id&q. 

Not  only  were  both  the  exterior  and  the  interior  of  the 
temples  adorned  with  sculpture  by  great  masters,  but  inside 
they  were  complete  museums  of  art.  The  ordinary  place  for 
the  bestowal  of  votive  wealth  was  the  6vur668ofios,  a  part  of 

1  Pans,  ii  2,  X. "  >  Pmis.  ii  27,  3. 
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the  building  walled  off  and  protected  by  the  near  presence  of 
the  statue.  This  chamber  is  seldom  mentioned  by  writers : 
even  Yitruvius  is  silent  in  regard  to  it,  and  Pausanias  passes 
by  without  a  word  even  the  oirurOo^fios  of  the  Parthenon.  In 
his  time  it  may  have  been  empty,  but  abundant  inscriptions 
testify  to  the  wealth  with  which  it  overflowed  in  the  great 
time  of  Athens. 

Indeed  at  places  like  Olympia  and  Delphi  the  interior  of  the 
temple  was  quite  insufficient  to  hold  the  overflowing  tribute 
gathered  by  tiie  god  from  all  quarters,  so  that  a  series  of  stone 
treasure-houses,  Orja-avpoiy  had  to  be  erected  within  the  precinct 
for  their  reception.  The  foundations  of  a  whole  row  of  such 
buildings  have  been  discovered  at  Olympia  during  the  recent 
excavations. 

These  votive  offerings  were  most  varied  in  character.  The 
piety  of  votaries  heaped  up  in  the  temples  all  kinds  of  objects 
in  the  precious  metals — tripods  and  cups,  sometimes  coins  or  mere 
ingots  of  metal,  such  as  the  bricks  of  gold  and  electrum  which 
CrcBsus  presented  in  such  abundance  to  the  treasury  at  Delphi 
Statues  of  precious  metal  or  of  stone  were  also  frequently  given 
to  the  deities.  To  the  Olympian  Zeus  those  who  incurred  a 
fine  at  his  festival  were  obliged  to  present  bronze  statues  of  the 
god,  which  were  set  up  in  the  sacred  enclosure ;  and  victors  at 
the  games  dedicated  in  the  same  way  their  o\m  likenesses  in 
bronze  or  marble.  So,  too,  artists  frequently  dedicated  their 
best  works  in  the  temples,  thus  making  sure  of  leaving  them 
to  the  admiration  of  posterity,  just  as  some  of  our  artists  leave 
their  best  works  to  national  museums.  Indeed,  by  the  results  of 
this  custom  temples  became  in  all  parts  of  Greece  noble  museums 
full  of  specimens  belonging  to  each  successive  phase  of  Greek 
artistic  activity :  statues  and  paintings,  reliefs,  vessels,  and 
ornaments.  The  great  work  of  Pausanias  shows  us  what  an 
incredible  quantity  of  these  works  still  remained,  after  all  the 
ravages  of  the  Roman  conquerors,  to  the  age  of  the  Antonines, 
and  excavations  have  of  late  years  brought  to  light  many 
scattered  fragments  of  such  wealth. 

Besides  works  presented  on  account  of  their  beauty  as  worthy 
of  divine  acceptance,  there  were  in  the  temples  innumerable 
dvaOrffuiTa  of  a  more  personal  character,  presented  in  memory 
of  some  deliverance  ascribed  to  divine  aid,  or  perhaps  given 
in  fulfilment  of  a  vow  made  in  time  of  distress.  Hair  was 
frequently  cut  off  by  women  and  suspended  in  shrines,  whether 
merely  in  fulfilment  of  some  custom,  such  as  that  by  which 
young  men  and  raaidans,  on  reaching  puberty,  gave  their  hair  to 
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a  rirer-god  or  other  ancestral  deity,  or,  in  consequence  of  a 
specific  vow,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Egyptian  queen  Berenice. 
Kumerous  epigrams  of  the  Anthology  show  us  how  common  it 
was  for  persons  to  devote  to  the  gods  clothes  which  had  heen 
worn  on  any  special  or  state  occasion;  how  often  musicians 
presented  their  lyres,  fishermen  their  nets,  the  votaries  of 
Aphrodite  their  mirrors  or  ornaments. 

Frequently  the  dva&rjfuiTa  were  of  the  nature  of  aTrdpxai,  or 
the  divine  share  of  what  was  won  in  peace  or  war.^  When 
a  victory  was  won,  Olympia  or  Delphi  commonly  received  a 
certain  number  of  spears  and  shields  and  helmets,  sometimes 
inscribed  with  a  suitable  inscription,  like  the  celebrated  helmet 
in  the  British  Museum,  which  was  dedicated  by  Hiero  of 
Syracuse  out  of  Tyrrhenian  spoils.  States  returned  thanks  to 
Demeter  for  a  plentiful  harvest  in  the  form  of  ears  of  com 
of  actual  not  figurative  gold ;  merchants  paid  a  share  of  their 
gains  to  Hermes,  or  any  other  deity  to  whom  specially  they 
ascribed  the  success  of  their  ventures.  The  colossal  statue  of 
Athena  Promachos  on  the  Athenian  Acropolis-hill  was  a  votive 
offering,  erected  from  a  tithe  of  the  booty  taken  at  Marathon. 
After  the  victory  at  Salamis  the  Greeks  dedicated  at  Delphi 
a  colossal  statue  of  Salamis,  personified  in  a  female  figure,  who 
held  a  prow  in  her  hand,  as  well  as  three  Phoenician  triremes 
set  up,  one  before  Poseidon  at  the  Isthmus,  one  at  Cape 
Sunium,  and  one  at  the  island  of  Salamis,  inscribed  to  the 
hero  Ajax.  The  street  of  the  Tripods  at  Athens  was  flanked 
by  tripods  dedicated  to  Dionysus  by  those  citizens  who  had 
won  them  in  the  competitions  of  the  Dionysia.  Indeed,  it 
savoured  of  overweening  pride,  according  to  Greek  ideas,  if  a 
winner  in  any  competition  in  games  and  festivals  kept  to 
himself  the  meed  he  had  won :  by  presenting  it  at  once  to 
the  deities  he  was  supposed  to  show  proper  gratitude  for  their 
assistance,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  the  dread  Erinnys, 
who  was  always  watching  prosperity  with  envious  eyes,  and 
longing  to  bring  it  to  the  ground. 

It  has  occasionally  happened  that  an  explorer  has  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  light  on  the  imrobbed  treasury  of  an  ancient  temple. 
The  silver  vessels  found  together  at  Bemay  in  France,  and  now 
preserved  in  the  Louvre,  were  part  of  the  temple-plate  of  a 
temple  of  Mercury.  But  naturally  the  instances  in  which  pagan 
temples  escaped  robbery  in  early  Christian  times  must  be  few. 

'  VariotM  inBcriptions  belonging  to  arohaic  dirdpxfu.  were  recently  found 
on  the  Athenian  Acropolie.     Cf.  Jahrbuch  de»  fntt.  ii.  135. 
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It  is  our  good  fortune  to  be  particularly  rich  in  inscriptions 
which  throw  light  on  the  ancient  customs  of  dedication.  This 
results  from  the  custom,  kept  up  at  many  of  the  great  temples 
of  Greece,  of  year  by  year  drawing  up  an  inventory  of  all  the 
objects  there  preserved.  The  custody  of  these  was  every  year 
handed  over  to  a  new  set  of  officers,  and  it  was  their  first 
business  on  entering  on  their  office  to  see  that  the  whole  temple 
wealth  was  handed  over  to  them  in  full  tale  and  good  order. 
The  outgoing  officers  were  therefore  required  to  have  a  complete 
list  drawn  up  and  engraved  upon  stone,  and  the  incomers 
compared  the  stone  with  the  fact.  We  have  a  large  series 
of  these  annual  lists  from  the  Parthenon  at  Athens,  and  the 
care  and  minuteness  with  which  objects  are  described  in  them 
is  extraordinary.  If  a  votive-wreath  wants  a  leaf  or  two,  the 
fact  is  set  down  ;  if  a  dedicated  coin  is  false,  that  also  is  stated. 
Nor  are  objects  merely  mentioned,  but  their  weight  is  also  care- 
fully recorded.  We  also  possess  one  or  two  lists  from  the 
temple  of  Asklepius  at  Athens.^  These  are  of  late  date  and 
much  fractured,  but  they  are  interesting  as  showing  what  kinds 
of  offerings  were  presented  to  the  god  of  healing  by  those  who 
ascribed  their  cures  to  his  favour.  These  consist  mostly  either 
of: — (i)  Tablets  with  reliefs,  which  represent  the  deity  and 
the  votaries  approaching  him  with  offerings.  Several  of  these 
reliefs  still  exist,  having  been  lately  found  in  the  ruins  of  the 
temple.  (2)  Models  in  the  precious  metals,  or  in  stone  or  wax, 
of  the  part  of  the  body  which  had  been  sick  and  had  been 
made  whole,  trunks,  faces,  e3'es,  and  ears  and  the  like.  Some 
modern  writers  have  fancied  that  a  collection  of  votive  offerings 
of  this  kind  may  have  been  of  use  to  ancient  physicians  as 
anatomical  or  pathological  records  ;  but  this  notion  is  not  true 
to  Greek  art,  which  loved  beauty  and  not  deformity.  The 
model  dedicated  would  be  in  most  cases  copied  from  the 
restored  and  not  the  diseased  limb;^  and  even  if  the  artist 
inserted  in  the  model  some  hint  of  the  disease,  it  would  be  but 
a  hint.  By  the  Greeks  anything  so  repulsive  as  a  pathological 
copy  of  a  diseased  member  would  scarcely  have  been  tolerated. 
(3)  Objects  of  value — cups,  coins,  and  the  like — which  must 
be  considered  as  payments  made  to  the  god  by  his  grateful 
patients.     The  Asclepieian  lists  indicate  in  some  cases  with 

1  Published  in  the  BulL  Corr,  HdL  foI.  ii. 

s  In  the  British  Museum  is  a  set  of  stone  models  of  this  cUss,  found 
near  the  altar  of  Zeus  Hypsistus  at  Athens.  These  represent  healthy 
and  not  suffering  members. 
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conaideTable  exactness  in  what  part  of  the  temple  particular 
offerings  were  set  up. 

But  we  know  from  other  inscriptions  that  offerings  were 
not  regarded  as  things  too  sacred  to  touch  and  alter.  The 
gods  commonly  followed  the  fashion.  Old  fashioned  and 
clumsy  offerings  in  metal  were  melted  down  and  refashioned. 
We  have,  for  example,  a  decree  from  Oropus  ^  in  Boeotia,  in 
regard  to  the  plate  of  the  temple  of  Amphiaraus,  in  which 
the  senate  and  people  make  a  decree  that  as  the  old  gold 
and  silver  vessels  of  the  temple  are  out  of  date  and  not  fit 
for  use,  and  anathemata  of  the  precious  metals  have  fallen 
from  the  walls,  these  shall  all  be  collected  and  weighed  and 
handed  over  by  the  Upap^ai  in  charge  to  three  commissioners, 
chosen  out  of  all  the  citizens,  in  order  to  be  melted  down  and 
re-formed  into  new  vessels  for  the  temple-service.  And  in 
order  that  the  pious  donors  of  these  old  gifts  and  bequests 
may  not  be  injured,  it  is  ordered  that  their  names  with  a 
specification  of  their  gifts  shall  be  inscribed  on  a  pUlar  set  up 
in  the  temple.  We  have  two  similar  decrees  passed  by  the 
Athenian  people,  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  the  sacred  vessels 
of  a  hero,  called  the  Hero  Physician.  Offerings  consisting 
not  of  metal  but  of  inferior  substance,  images  in  terra-cotta, 
clothes,  and  the  like,  were  probably  at  intervals  buried  or  burned. 
This  is  rendered  probable  by  the  fact  that  large  quantities  of 
fractured  terra-cotta  statuettes  have  been  occasionally  found 
in  excavations,  and  to  the  present  day  the  churches  of  the 
Levant  dispose  in  a  like  summary  way  of  offerings  which  have 
accumtdated  to  an  inconvenient  extent. 

The  inscriptions  recently  found  at  Delos,  and  now  in  course 
of  publication  by  M.  Homolle,'  give  us  more  complete  details 
as  to  the  custody  and  arrangement  of  votive  objects  in  temples 
than  we  had  before  possessed.  The  treasures  of  the  temple 
of  Apollo  in  Delos  were,  in  the  times  of  Athenian  supremacy, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Amphictions;  after  Delos  had 
become  independent  they  were  placed  in  the  custody  of 
Uponroioij  who  were  annually  appointed;  and  year  by  year, 
as  at  Athens,  lists  were  drawn  up  by  the  outgoing  sets  of 
officers,  and  checked  by  the  incoming  sets,  and  a  ceremony 
of  transference  took  place,  at  which  all  the  civic  officials  were 
present.  The  fact  that  these  lists  are  dated  in  the  third  month 
of  the  year,  Galaxion,  seems  to  prove  that  they  were  drawn  up 
with  deliberation  and  care.    This  indeed  sufficiently  appears  from 

>  a  /•  &.  IS70W  *  BvlL  Oorr.  Hell.,  1882,  Ac. 
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internal  evidence  :  not  only  are  the  lists  most  detailed  and  exact, 
but  most  of  the  smaller  objects  are  weighed  in  the  public  scales, 
and  any  defect  in  an  arUcle  is  conscientiously  recorded. 

When  a  votive  offering  was  brought  to  the  temple  it  was 
at  once  registered  in  the  list,  Xcvxco/ia,  and  a  registration  mark 
was  assigned  to  it^  some  of  the  letters  of  the  Greek  alphabet. 
A  place  was  then  found  for  it,  either  in  the  temple  of  Apollo 
or  in  some  other  building  within  the  sacred  precinct.  From 
a  study  of  the  lists,  we  can  realise  fairly  well  the  appearance 
which  the  sacred  repositories  must  have  presented.  For  the 
Delian  lists  do  not,  like  those  of  Athens,  record  the  offerings 
in  their  chronological  order  of  acquisition,  but  follow  their 
actual  arrangement  on  wall  or  floor.  They  pass  in  review, 
first  the  right  wall  and  then  the  left  wall  of  the  x/mSo/aos, 
first  the  right  and  then  the  left  wall  of  the  temple,  and  even 
roughly  describe  the  position  of  many  objects — over  the  door, 
on  the  wall,  and  so  on.  Objects  of  large  size  were  placed  on 
the  floor  or  on  plinths,  wreaths  were  ranged  in  rows  hanging 
on  the  wall,  phialse  and  other  vessels  were  ordered  on  shelves ; 
while  the  smaller  and  the  most  valuable  ot  the  offerings  were 
placed  in  closets  or  in  boxes.  As  a  rule  the  new  acquisitions 
were  placed  at  the  end  of  those  already  possessed ;  but  at  long 
intervals  an  entire  rearrangement  took  place,  so  as  to  bring 
together  things  of  the  same  class  and  produce  a  more  orderly 
sequence.  A  label  or  an  incised  inscription  indicated,  in  case 
of  many  of  the  offerings,  the  name  of  the  giver  and  occasion  of 
dedication,  the  deity  to  whom  they  were  given,  and  often  the 
date.  In  fact,  the  Hieropoei  and  their  subordinates  did  the 
work,  and  pursued  the  methods,  of  the  custodians  of  national 
museums  in  the  present  day. 

Articles  of  great  value  or  of  historical  importance  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  restored  or  kept  in  repair :  we  find  their 
weight  falling  in  inventory  after  inventory,  and  their  broken  or 
fragmentary  condition  persisting ;  but  the  more  ordinary  gifts 
were  kept  in  regular  repair.  Materials  for  such  repair  were 
provided  by  the  melting  down  or  breaking  up  of  articles  in  a 
ruinous  state  or  of  bad  work.  At  Delos  the  Hieropcei  could 
only  make  recommendations  as  to  the  breaking  up  of  worthless 
objects :  a  decree  of  the  people  was  necessary  to  the  carrying 
out  of  the  recommendation;  and  such  decree  gave  explicit 
directions,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  inscription  from  Oropus,  as 
to  the  disposal  of  the  proceeds.  Another  curious  fact  appears 
from  the  Delian  lists.  When  animals  and  fruit  were  presented 
to  the  temple,  and  not  immediately  required  for  the. temple 
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services,  they  were  sold,  and  some  offering  -of  a  more  lasting 
character  purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  sale.  Certain  dedica- 
tions were  made  regularly  every  year.  The  rofiUu  of  the  town 
of  Delos  regularly  presented  twenty  silver  phialse  a  year,  and 
the  Hieropcei  two,  and  others  were  given  on  the  occasion  of 
festivala  The  god  also  every  year  received  part  of  the  prizes 
won  at  the  games ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  riches  of  the 
god  came  from  the  liberality  of  wealthy  strangers.  We  find 
in  the  lists  the  names  of  Datis,  Lysander,  Nicias,  and  others, 
while  the  princes  of  the  Alexandrine  period  vie  one  with  the 
other  in  tiie  richness  of  their  gifts,  Stratonice,  ¥rife  of  the 
first  Antiochus,  being  of  conspicuous  liberality.  It  may  some- 
what surprise  us  to  learn  that  the  dedication,  even  of  objects 
preserved  in  the  temple  of  Apollo,  was  by  no  means  always  to 
that  deity.  We  might  expect  dedications  to  Artemis,  who  at 
Delos  was  so  closely  united  to  Apollo  and  to  Leto ;  and  even 
to  Eileithuia,  who  may  have  been  reckoned  as  identical  with 
Artemis  ;  but  it  is  very  remarkable  to  find  in  the  lists  objects 
inscribed  to  Asklepius,  and  even  to  Aphrodite  or  Hera.  We 
have  already  classified  the  donaria  according  to  the  motive  of 
the  dedicator.  M.  Homolle  divides  them,  in  a  more  material 
aspect^  into  six  classes  : — (i)  Materials  of  cult.  Chief  among 
these  are  the  various  kinds  of  drinking-vessels,  the  numbers 
and  varieties  of  which  are  immense.  In  the  temple  of  Apollo 
alone  were  preserved  some  i6qo  of  the  fiat  vessels  called  by  the 
Greeks  <^taAat,  and  by  the  Romans  patersB,  mostly  of  silver, 
but  in  some  cases  of  gold,  of  various  patterns.  It  is  very 
tantalising  to  find  some  of  these  described  as  covered  with  re- 
presentations of  living  creatures,  but  to  be  able  to  recover  no 
further  details.  Next  in  number  to  the  <f>tdXai  are  the  Trorrjpia. 
In  an  ecurly  inventory  there  are  mentioned  266  of  these  vessels 
in  the  temple  of  Artemis  alone ;  but  their  number  is  far  less  in 
later  inventories  ;  either  they  went  out  of  fashion  and  were  by 
degrees  melted  down,  or  else  the  term  is  a  general  one  which 
at  a  later  time  gave  place  to  more  technical  namea  And  as  a 
matter  of  fact  we  find  the  names  applied  to  what  appear  to  be 
the  same  vessels  greatly  varying  from  list  to  list.  There  are 
many  other  kinds  of  vessels  mentioned — among  others  those 
tripods  which  could  in  a  temple  of  Apollo  scarcely  faiL 
(2)  Objects  of  adornment.  First  among  these  may  be  mentioned 
the  golden  wreath  and  the  ring  worn  by  the  statue  of  Apollo, 
which  was  an  archaic  work  by  Tectssus  and  Angelion.^     In 

^  See  Types  of  Cfreek  Ooint,  pi  zv.  29. 
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the  temple  of  Apollo  were  fifty  votive  wreaths  hung  on  the 
walls.  Also  there  were  great  quantities  of  objects  of  female 
adornment,  clothes  and  jewels,  presented  for  the  most  part,  we 
may  suppose,  to  Artemis,  in  gratitude  for  past  or  hope  for  future 
deliverance  in  time  of  child-birth.  Among  the  necklaces  was 
one  which  passed  as  that  of  Eriphyle.  (3)  Works  of  art. 
These  are  mostly  reliefs  and  engraved  stones.  Statues  are  but 
few,  and  paintings  do  not  occur.  The  obvious  reason  is  that 
suggested  by  M.  Homolle,  that  only  such  objects  are  mentioned 
in  the  lists  as  might  be  misplaced  or  stolen,  and  stone  statues 
and  the  like  would  very  naturally  be  omitted.  (4)  Tools  and 
weapon&  Among  these,  arms  and  the  weapons  of  the  palaastra 
take  a  prominent  place.  It  is  curious  to  note  that  no  instru- 
ment of  surgery  or  medicine  is  mentioned,  which  shows  that 
the  Delian  Apollo  had  little  connection  with  the  healing  art. 
(5)  Coins.^  These  are  of  all  countries.  Many  are  plated. 
With  what  intention  these  last  were  dedicated  may  be  doubted. 
No  one  surely  would  expect  to  win  the  favour  of  Apollo  by  the 
present  of  a  false  coin.  Rather  we  may  suppose  them  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  deity  by  those  who  had  been  deceived 
and  incurred  loss  through  them,  to  beg  the  vengeance  of  the 
deity  on  the  unknown  forger.  (6)  Bullion ;  also  bronze,  ivory, 
wood,  and  the  like,  for  use  in  the  reparation  and  restoration  of 
votive  offerings.  Fragments  falling  from  statues  were  for  this 
purpose  carefully  preserved. 


CHAPTER  II 

TEMPLE-PROPERTY 

In  Greece  not  only  sacred  enclosures  and  consecrated  spots 
belonged  to  the  gods,  but  many  possessions  beside.  Greek 
temples,  like  mediaeval  monasteries,  possessed  a  large  share  of 
the  soil  of  the  country  and  all  that  it  produced.  And  as  land 
once  given  up  to  a  deity  could  not  without  impiety  again  be 
made  secular,  a  larger  and  larger  share  of  the  coimtry  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  deities  and  the  religious  corporations.  But 
there  were  also  great  differences  between  the  Greek  and  the 
mediaeval  tenures  of  sacred  lands.  Church  lands  in  the  middle 
ages  belonged  either  to  a  particular  monastery  or  an  order  of 

^  See  the  Jowm.  EdL  ShttL  1884. 
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religious  persons,  who  dealt  with  them  just  as  secular  owners 
or  rather  corporations  might  deal.  In  Greece,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  principle  of  the  division  of  church  and  state  was  not 
recognised.  In  cases  where  the  acknowledged  deities  of  a  state, 
or  one  of  them,  held  landed  property,  that  property  was  indeed 
regarded  as  helonging  to  the  god,  and  not  to  be  touched  for  secular 
purposes.  But  the  entire  administration  of  it  and  control  over 
it  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  state  itself.  Decrees  of  the 
Povkrf  and  SvjfjLos  regulated  the  conditions  on  which  it  should 
be  let  to  tenants,  and  the  measures  which  should  be  taken  to 
keep  it  intact  Officers  were  appointed  by  the  state  to  make 
disbursements  and  to  audit  expenditure.  Only  with  the  ritual 
and  customs  of  the  cult  the  state  did  not  meddle. 

It  was  otherwise  with  the  estates  belonging  to  private  founda- 
tions and  attached  to  the  temples  of  deities  not  fully  recognised 
by  the  state.  These,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  were  managed 
by  corporations  or  officers  elected  by  them,  the  state  retaining 
in  aU  cases  an  overriding  power. 

The  older  and  more  noted  of  the  Hellenic  temples  possessed 
great  landed  estates.  To  the  temple  of  Apollo  at  Delos  belonged 
not  only  the  soil  of  Delos,  but  also  that  of  the  far  larger  neigh- 
bouring island  of  Khenea.  To  this  temple  the  Athenian  general 
Nicias^  presented  lands  to  the  value  of  10,000  drachms,  on 
condition  that  sacrifices  should  be  annually  made  with  prayers 
for  his  prosperity.  After  the  war  in  which  Cirrha  was  destroyed, 
the  Amphictions  nmde  over  to  the  Delphic  temple '  in  perpetuity 
all  the  lands  which  had  belonged  to  that  city.  The  temple  of 
Artemis  at  £phesus  had,  as  we  know  from  abundant  testimony, 
large  landed  estates.  The  temple  of  Apollo  at  ApoUonia,  in 
Epirus,  possessed  rich  pastures,  on  which  fed  flocks  of  sheep 
sacred  to  the  god,  which  were  watched  and  tended  by  an  officer 
selected  from  among  the  most  wealthy  and  honourable  of  the 
citizens.^ 

It  must  be  observed  that  lands  and  flocks  and  herds,  when 
in  the  possession  of  the  gods,  were  often  not  put  to  most 
profitable  use.  For  reasons  of  religion,  the  lands  were  often 
kept  lying  idle.  Sophocles  speaks  of  the  aro/ios  Ac^/mov  of  Zeus 
on  Mount  CEta.*  The  territory  on  the  borders  between  Attica 
and  Megara  was  kept  idle  and  untilled,  in  honour  of  the  great 
goddesses  of  Eleusis.  Around  the  heroon  of  Hymetho  at 
Epidaurus  was  a  grove  of  olives  and  other  trees,  the  fruit  of 

^  Plutarch,  Nioitu,  4.  '  Strabo,  iz.  p.  419. 

*  Herod,  iz.  95.  *  TracMnio!,  1.  20a 
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which  no  man  was  allowed  to  gather  or  carry  away,  nor   to 
prune  or  cut  the  trees  themselves.     And  if  this  was  the  case 
with  lands,  it  was  still  more  so  in  regard  to  flocks  and  herds. 
These  animals  were  either  left  to  their  own  devices,  or  at  any 
rate  kept  only  for  the  service  and  food  of  the  deity  to  'whom 
they  belonged ;  to  sell  them  for  food  would  have  been  an  im- 
piety.    Thus  at  Cyzicus  there  was  a  herd  of  heifers  belonging 
to  Persephone,  which  were  rigidly  kept  for  her  altar.     Around 
various  Greek  temples,  especially  of  Artemis,  were  groves  in- 
habited by  all  manner  of  wild  creatures,  which  were   never 
hunted  or  molested;  nay,  it  was  said  that  even  wolves   and 
dogs  never  pressed  the  pursuit  of  stag  or  hare  when  it  had 
once  taken  refuge  in  the  sacred  domain.     In  the  temples  of 
Aphrodite  were  flocks  of  doves  ;  and  fish  were  kept  in  ponds  in 
her  honour,  not  to  be  molested  for  trade  or  profit     Sacred  fish 
were  kept  in  the  fountain  of  Arethusa  at  Syracuse,  and  commonly 
in  the  temples  of  Atergatia^     Perhaps  the  commonest  of  these 
protected  animals  was  the  snake,  a  favourite  in  Greek  temples, 
as  in  Greek  houses,  and  credited  by  the  people  with  a  close 
connection  with  the  dead  and  with  the  healing  art 

Nevertheless  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  Greeks 
would  systematically  refuse  to  make  use  of  wealth  because  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  god;  and  the  evidence  of  inscriptions 
proves  abundantly  that  they  let  temple-lands,  and  put  temple- 
moneys  out  at  interest     An  inscription  from  Ephesus  ^  proves 
amply  that  the  enormous  wealth  of  the  temple  of  Artemis  in 
that  city  was  let  out  at  interest,  and  that  ofiicers  were  regularly 
appointed  to  collect  the  interest  due.     This  appointment  takes 
the  form  of  a  regular  decree  of  the  Ephesian  state,  and  the 
commissioners  are  empowered  to  remove  the  names  of  defaulting 
debtors  from  the  list  of  citizens  of  Ephesus.     Another  docu- 
ment of  this  class,  and  full  of  details,  is  the  so-called  M<xrmar 
Sandvieense,^  which  gives  the  details  of  the  annual  audit  of  the 
temple  of  Apollo  at  Delos,  while  the  island  belonged  to  the 
Athenians,  and  the  temple  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Amphictions. 
It  seems  that  in  the  year  to  which  the  inscription  refers,  some 
five  talents  were  received  as  interest  from  states  and  private 
persons.     Bent  of  lands  and  fines  brought  in  some  four  talents 
more.     But  the  sanctity  of  the  temple  does  not  seem  to  have 
weighed  greatly  with  the  debtors,  for  they  are  terribly  in  azreais 
in  their  payments,  above  twelve  talents  being  set  down  as  still 

1  Dittenberger,  No.  364. 

'  Lebas  and  WaddingtoD,  iii.  p.  56. 
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owing  to  the  god.  The  inscription  ends  with  a  list  of  fines 
imposed  by  the  temple  officers  on  transgressors,  together  with 
a  list  of  the  houses  which  belonged  to  the  temple,  the  position 
of  each  being  described  with  an  accuracy  like  that  of  a  modern 
conveyance. 

Receatly  the  French  archfleological  exploration  of  Delos 
has  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  documents  belonging  to  the 
later  period  of  Delian  independence  of  Athens,  wliich  are  still 
more  important  and  more  detailed  than  even  the  Marmor 
Sandvieense,  M.  Homolle  has  published^  an  inscription  of 
great  length,  giving  the  complete  accounts  both  of  receipt  and 
expenditure  of  the  HieropoBi  of  the  temple  of  Apollo  during  the 
year,  about  b.c.  180,  when  one  Demares  was  archon,  which 
shows  us  with  the  utmost  minuteness  how  the  treasures  of  the 
deity  were  kept,  whence  they  were  derived,  and  how  expended. 
On  each  of  these  three  heads  we  will  give  a  few  particulars. 

The  Hieropoei  (Upoirowt)  were  four  in  number,  and  annually 
elected.  They  had  entire  charge  of  the  temple  and  the  sacred 
precinct  And  they  had  in  their  keeping,  three  distinct 
treasuries : — (i)  The  treasury  of  the  god.  This  was  a  chamber, 
very  probably  underground,  containing  a  row  of  jars,  ardfivoL, 
These  were  full,  or  partially  full,  of  money  received  from  a 
great  variety  of  sources ;  on  each  jar  was  an  inscription  stating 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  found  in  it,  together  with  the  source 
whence  it  was  derived,  and  the  time  when  it  was  laid  by.  This 
treasury  was  handed  over  with  great  solemnity  by  each  suc- 
cessive set  of  HieropoBi  to  those  who  succeeded  them,  in  the 
presence  of  several  urban  authorities,  the  town-clerk,  and  the 
prytanes  of  the  senate  in  particular.  At  the  same  time  a  careful 
list  of  the  jars,  with  a  copy  of  their  inscriptions,  was  drawn  up, 
and  engraved  upon  a  slab  of  marble,  in  order  that  all  might 
be  able  to  see  the  state  of  the  treasury  of  the  deity,  and  that 
peculation  might  be  impossible.  The  duties  of  the  Hieroposi 
in  connection  with  this  treasury  were  simple :  they  had  to 
deposit  therein  all  the  moneys  they  received  from  any  source 
on  behalf  of  the  god,  in  a  jar  with  appropriate  inscription ;  and 
to  take  out — emptying  at  random,  apparently,  any  jar  which 
came  fust — the  moneys  required  for  the  divine  services.  They 
could  not,  however,  enter  the  treasury,  save  in  the  presence  of 
all  the  principal  magistrates  of  the  city,  nor  could  they  make 
payments  of  any  importance  without  a  special  decree  of  the 
senatey  or  even  the  general  assembly.      (2)  The  treasury  of 

1  Bull  Corr.  HdL  1882. 
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the  state.  This  is  perfectly  distinct  from  the  other,  and 
seems  to  have  been  handed  over  to  the  sacred  magistrates 
merely  for  the  sake  of  custody.  The  Hieropoei  add  money 
to  it  or  remove  money  from  it  imder  the  same  rigid  conditions 
as  those  existing  in  regard  to  the  sacred  treasury.  But  there 
is  probably  the  difiference  that  they  had  some  control  of  the 
religious  budget  and  expenses,  whereas  in  case  of  the  civic  they 
were  merely  convenient  agents  of  the  city  officials.  (3)  The 
votive  gifts  placed  in  the  temple  and  in  neighbouring  buildings. 
As  to  these  I  spoke  in  the  last  chapter. 

The  accounts  drawn  up  by  these  Delian  Hieropoei  give  us 
ample  information  as  to  the  sources  of  revenue  of  the  temple 
and  its  channels  of  expenditiire.  The  sources  of  revenue  were 
the  following  : — (i)  Kents  of  houses  and  of  farms,  the  former 
termed  ivoUia,  the  latter  ivrjpoa-ia.  Both  kinds  of  property 
were  leased  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a  document 
called  17  Upa  a-vyypatfnjy  for  the  space  of  ten  years.  The  occupier 
was  boimd  to  find  sureties,  and  to  pay  his  rent  regularly  at 
fixed  times ;  failing  which,  he  was  first  to  be  condemned  to 
pay  an  increased  rent,  and  if  still  insolvent,  might  have  his 
stock  and  property  sold,  and  his  name  might  be  inscribed  on 
the  list  of  debtors  to  the  god.  It  is  a  very  curious  fact  which 
M.  Homolle  ^  deduces  from  a  comparison  of  several  hieropoeic 
lists,  most  of  them  still  unpublii^ed,  that  in  the  course  of 
history,  coming  down  from  the  fourth  to  the  second  century 
B.C.,  the  rents  of  houses  in  Delos  rise  steadily  and  rapidly,  while 
those  of  farms  show  as  regular  a  declension.  (2)  Tolls  and 
imports,  tcXt;.  The  god  or  his  representatives  seem  to  have 
levied  taxes  on  every  pursuit  in  the  island  which  could  be 
made  to  bear  them,  on  purple  fishing  and  sea  fishing,  on  the 
ferry  to  Rhenea  and  Myconos,  and  on  pasturaga  £very 
vessel  which  came  to  the  harbour  had  to  pay  its  tax,  or  more 
than  one  tax,  accordingly  as  it  merely  touched  at  the  island, 
or  landed  its  burden  there.  (3)  Tofcoi,  interest  of  loans.  This 
source  of  income  figures  more  largely  in  the  early  lists,  such  as 
the  Marmor  Sandvicense,  than  in  the  later ;  but  it  was  at  all 
times  important.  The  loans  were  made  for  five  years ;  each 
year  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  had  to  be  paid,  and  the 
principal  returned  at  the  end  of  the  period.  In  case  of  default, 
all  the  goods  of  the  debtor  were  liable  to  seizure.  (4)  Miscel- 
laneous. Under  this  head  come  sales  of  temple-property, 
animals^  dovee^  and  the  like ;  also  the  subvention  paid  by  the 

^  Op.  dt  P..65. 
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state  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Thesmophoria,  the  produce 
of  the  Orfravpoi^  and  that  which  came  from  the  phiale,  ck  t^s 
^iaXi/s,  the  last  a  phrase  of  unexplained  meaning.  As  it 
recuis  every  month,  it  looks  as  if  a  collection  for  the  god  were 
made  in  a  plate  at  the  monthly  sacrifices. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  these  moneys  do  not  come  direct  to 
the  HieropoBi,  hut  are  in  all  cases  entered  bv  them,  as  received 
from  intermediaries.  The  regular  phrase  is  aarh  rris  Nv/i^o^^v 
Kal  *HpairAetSov,  avb  r^s  ^lAcovos  koX  SiXi^vov,  and  so  on.  M. 
Homolle  supplies  after  r^s  the  word  Sto&fc^o-ecus,  and  supposes 
the  intermediaries  to  be  Sioun^ai,  who  received  the  dues  and 
passed  them  on  :  possibly  rpawi^r^  may  be  really  the  word  to 
be  supplied.  Three  payments  out  of  four  come  in  in  the 
month  Poseideon,  which  was  the  last  of  the  Delian  year. 

Besides  the  above  channels  of  revenue,  appear  others  of  a  less 
regular  character.  These  come  through  the  hands,  not  of  the 
8(oiXT}rai,  but  of  the  ra/iiiat,  who  are  civic  officers  annually 
elected  to  regulate  the  expenses  of  the  state.  These  receipts 
may  be  divided  into  three  classes :  (i)  repayments  by  the  town  to 
the  temple  of  sums  previously  advanced ;  (2)  money  paid  by  the 
state  for  religious  purposes,  such  as  the  training  of  a  chorus, 
rh  xofyqyoptichv,  and  the  cost  of  exhibitions  given  by  a  society 
of  Dionysiac  artists ;  (3)  the  half  share  in  certain  civic  taxes, 
the  other  half  of  which  went  to  the  state.  And  in  addition  to 
all  these,  the  revenue  was  swelled  by  confiscation  of  the  goods 
of  those  who  committed  impious  actions,  and  perhaps  by  occa- 
sional contributions  from  abroad.  M.  Homolle  reckons  the 
total  revenue  of  the  temple  from  all  sources  at  about  27,000 
drachms,  representing  some  ^1^900  of  our  money;  but  if  we 
make  allowance  for  the  greater  value  of  money  in  antiquity,  we 
shall  find  that  the  temple  was  as  wealthy  in  comparison  with 
its  surroundings  as  with  us  would  be  an  institution  far  from 
any  large  city  with  a  revenue  of  ^i5iOoo  or  ^20,000  a  year. 

The  expenses  of  the  temple  are  set  forth  with  the  same 
minuteness  in  the  invaluable  document  which  we  are  analys- 
ing. Of  the  heads  by  far  the  most  important  is  that  which 
monthly  recurs  under  Uie  vague  title,  C4$  rol  c/^ya.  These  works 
absorb  in  the  course  of  the  year  nearly  10,000  drachms.  They 
comprise  almost  all  that  was  necessary  to  keep  up  the  temple 
buildings  and  services.  There  was  a  great  deal  constantly 
going  on  in  the  way  of  repairs  and  new  constructions,  to 
superintend  which  an  architect  or  clerk  of  the  works  was  in 
constant  employment  at  the  comparatively  large  salary  of  720 
drachms  a  year.     Each  piece  of  work  was  given  out  to  con- 
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tractors,  on  stringent  conditions.     They  had  to  find  sureties  ; 
and  the  details  of  constniction,  the  nature  of  the  materials,  the 
time  allowed  for  completion,  and  the  epochs  of  payment  were  all 
rigorously  fixed.    In  the  accounts  of  the  archonship  of  Charilas  ^ 
it  appears  that  one  half  of   the  contract  price   was   paid  to 
the  contractors  on  their  producing  security,  ^  on  completion 
of  half  the  work,  and  ^  on  its  entire  completion.     Money 
heing  thus  advanced  for  the  payment  of  wages,  it  is  evident 
how  necessary  was  the  nomination  of  sureties — an  almost  in- 
variahle  custom  in  Greek  contracts  of  every  nature.     The  ^pya 
also  include  monthly  payments  for  current  expenses,  and  the 
larger  annual  outlays  on  the  occasion  of  festivals.      For  the 
latter  a  vote  of  the  assembly  was  usual.     The  regular  expendi- 
ture was  moreover  placed  on  a  board,  Xcvkcu/xo,  and  exposed  in 
the  market-place.     Monthly  a  pig  was  purchased  for  the  purifi- 
cation of  the  temple,  and  a  quantity  of  wood,  coal,  and  resin  for 
the  various  altars,  and  flowers  and  crowns  for  the  officiating 
priests.     We  also  find  entries  for  paper  and  other  materials. 
The  annual  expenses  included  the  yearly  dedication  of  a  statae 
to  Dionysus,  with  all  that  attended  it ;  the  erection  of  a  tablet 
recording  the  accounts  of  the  HieropoBi  for  the  year,  which 
sometimes  cost  as  much  as  200  drachms ;  and  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  and  servants  of  the  temple.     The  list  of  these  salaries 
is  most  instructive  ;  the  best  paid  official  by  far  is  the  clerk  of 
the  works,  who  receives  720  drachms  a  year;  the  secretary 
receives  but  80 ;  the  neocori,  from  180  to  60;  a  K/9i;vo<^vAa^, 
well -keeper,    90;    a   vakaurrpo<f>vka(,    120;    ciri/AcXi/ral   and 
iiriTLfirjral  receive  some  40  to  60  drachms  a  head,  in  the  way  of 
travelling  fees,  €<^8ia;  finally,  certain  flute-players,  avXipMc, 
receive  each  some  120  to  140  drachms  for  food,  and  16  to  20  for 
dress ;  probably  a  special  dress  was  required  of  them  when 
they  attended  at  sacrifices.     The  salaries,  it  is  interesting  to 
observe,  are  fixed,  identical  in  the  earlier  and  later  lists. 

Besides  the  regular  expenditure  on  the  works,  we  find  extra- 
ordinary outlays  on  special  occasions.  A  certain  sum  was 
voted  CIS  TTjv  KarocTKcinyv  rov  volov  t^s  'Aprc/LuSos,  no  doubt  some 
special  piece  of  work  on  that  temple ;  and  another,  for  a  crown 
of  gold  for  King  Philip,  who  must  be  Philip  V.  of  Macedon. 
Also  a  loan  was  repaid.  The  total  of  ori&nary  expenses  of 
a  year  amoxmted,  about  b.c.  180,  to  some  21,000  drachms ;  but 
as  we  may  see  from  the  list  of  salaries,  a  drachm  went  among 
the  Greeks  almost  as  far  as  a  pound  with  us. 

'  ^  At  present  mipnbltshed  :  our  authority  Is  stlU  M,  HomoUe. 
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A  few  documents  recording  the  letting  of  temple-lands  have 
come  down  to  us.  The  noted  TabulsB  Heracleenses  ^  are  a 
document  of  this  nature,  and  contain  the  most  detailed  and 
carefully  drawn  list  of  conditions  on  which  certain  temple-lands 
at  Heraclea^  in  Italy,  are  to  be  let.  The  tenants  are  to  pay  a  rent 
of  400  medimm  of  wheats  and  to  find  sureties  for  five  years ; 
if  they  sub-let^  the  sub-tenants  are  to  find  sureties  in  the  same 
way.  In  that  part  of  the  land  which  is  fit  for  growing  vines, 
vines  shall  be  planted  over  at  least  ten  sclioeni  ;  in  all  the  land 
suitable  for  olive-growing,  olives  shall  be  planted,  at  least  four  in 
every  schoenus.  If  a  dispute  arise  as  to  the  capabilities  of  the 
soil,  the  land  shall  be  examined  by  a  commission,  and  a  report 
on  oath  made  to  the  public  assembly.  The  roads  are  to  be 
kept  in  repair,  water-courses  kept  up,  and  certain  farm  build- 
ings erected  within  a  given  time.  In  case  of  non-compliance 
with  these  conditions,  the  lessees  are  to  pay  a  heavy  fine. 

Such  conditions  may  have  been  part  of  the  ordinary  routine 
of  letting  lands  in  a  well-managed  estate.  Other  inscriptions, 
however,  show  us  that  there  were  certain  peculiarities  in  deal- 
ing with  sacred  lands.  For  example,  some  inscriptions  from 
OlymuS)  in  Caria,^  record  the  letting  of  lands  belonging  to 
Zeus  Labrandeus,  Apollo,  and  Artemis.  This  is  done,  as  is 
usual  in  all  such  cases,  by  a  decree  of  the  people.  The  lessees 
are  to  cultivate  the  lands  as  if  they  were  their  own,  and  the 
possession  is  to  descend  to  their  heirs  and  assigns.  But  there 
is  a  very  strange  provision  as  to  the  rent :  it  is  to  be  not  less 
than  half  the  interest  of  the  purchase-money  of  the  estates. 
It  seems  very  strange  that  temples  which  could  give  perfect 
security  of  possession  to  a  tenant,  and  were  in  every  respect 
most  eligible  landlords,  should  choose  to  exact  so  low  a  rent. 
The  same  thing  appears  with  equal  clearness  in  case  of  an 
inscription  from  Mylasa,^  which  records  that  one  Thraseas, 
having  two  landed  estates  near  that  city,  sold  both  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  temple  of  Zeus  Hypsistus  for  a  sum  of  7000 
drachms.  He  then  made  his  appearance  before  the  public 
assembly  and  ofiered  to  hold  the  lands  as  before,  paying  to  the 
temple-funds  annually  the  sum  of  300  drachms.  This  offer 
was  accepted  on  certain  stated  conditions ;  if  the  rent  was  not 
regularly  paid,  the  land  was  to  be  entered  on  by  the  commis- 
sioners. In  this  case  it  is  easy  to  see  what  advantage  Thraseas 
gains  by  the  transaction.    He  receives  7000  drachms,  for  which 

1  0.  /.  Na  5774. 
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he  pays  as  interest  only  300,  which  would  he  scarcely  half  the 
interest  usual  among  the  Greeks.  The  title  to  the  property 
would  also  be  improved  by  being  placed  under  the  protection 
of  the  deity.  But  it  is  not  so  clear  what  the  temple  gains ;  it 
seems  to  lay  out  a  sum  of  money  at  very  low  interest^  and  to 
gain  no  contingent  advantage,  unless  it  be  the  remote  chance  of 
entering  into  possession  of  the  property,  in  case  Thraseas  incurs 
forfeiture.  Bceckh  says,  "  templa  malebant  prsBdia  emere,  qun 
emphyteutis  possidenda  traderent,  quam  pecuniam  mutnam 
dare  cum  periculo  damni."  But  tins  seems  insufficient  ex- 
planation for  so  anomalous  a  case ;  nor  does  M.  Waddington  ^ 
attempt  any  explanation. 

Temples  had  sometimes  a  lien  upon  lands  belonging  to  indi- 
viduals, for  procuring  some  articles  required  in  the  temple 
services.  Thus  in  Attica  in  certain  districts  the  olives  were 
regarded  as  the  property  of  Athena;  and  the  tenants  were 
bound  to  furnish  a  certain  quantity  of  oil  to  the  state  at  a 
fixed  price,  to  be  used  for  sacred  purposes  in  connection  with 
the  festivals  of  Athena. 

The  temples  were  large  slave-owners.  Like  other  owners  of 
lands,  they  required  slaves  to  cultivate  the  soil ;  and  in  addition 
there  were  many  menial  offices  in  connection  witii  temples 
which  were  beneath  the  dignity  of  freemen.  On  the  table- 
land of  Phrygia,  whence  the  Greeks  borrowed  much  of  their 
religion  and  their  art,  it  was  customary  to  fiod  grouped  about 
great  temples  communities  of  hierodules  (Upol  6ovAoi),  who 
enjoyed  the  protection  of  the  shrine,  and  in  return  lived  in  a 
state  of  practical  serfdom  towards  it.  In  historical  Hellas  we 
only  find  here  and  there  traces  of  such  a  state  of  things,  as,  for 
instance,  in  the  relation  in  which  the  Craugallidse  lived  to  the 
Delphian  temple;  but  it  may  have  been  common  in  earlier 
days.  The  oidinary  means  by  which  the  supply  of  temple- 
slaves  was  kept  up  was  war,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  captives, 
as  of  the  other  spoil,  being  dedicated  to  the  gods.  Sometimes, 
however,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  freemen  were  set  aside  for 
the  service  of  the  gods  in  consequence  of  legend  or  oracle ;  for 
instance,  every  year  two  virgins  from  Locri  were  sent  to  be 
slaves  in  the  temple  of  Athena  at  Ilium,  in  order  to  make 
atonement  for  the  violation  of  that  temple  by  the  Locrian  Ajax 
Oileus;  and  this  custom  was,  we  are  told,  kept  up  for  a 
thousand  years.     In  certain  of  the   temples  of  Aphroditei^ 

^  IiebM  and  Waddington,  iii.  No.  416. 
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that  at  Eryz,  for  instanoe,  and  that  of  Corinth,  were  crowcU  of 
female  slaves  who  produced  a  rerenue  for  the  goddess  by  the 
practice  of  prostitution — a  practice  which  at  once  rereals  the 
oriental  origin  of  the  ctdt  of  Aphrodite.  There  is  a  story  told 
by  Pausanias,^  how  Herakles,  having  vanquished  the  Dryopes 
in  battle,  placed  them  at  the  disposal  of  tiie  Delphian  Apollo, 
who  sent  ^em  by  an  oracular  response  to  colonise  Asine. 

The  manumission  of  slaves  was  commonly  accomplished  by 
devoting  them  to  the  service  of  some  deily,  after  which  they 
enjoyed  the  protection  of  the  priest  and  the  sanctuaiy,  while 
their  work  could  easily  by  arrangement  be  made  merely  nominal. 
In  such  cases  a  sum  of  money  commonly  passed.  It  was 
really  the  ransom  provided  by  the  slave  himself,  but  nominally 
it  was  paid  by  the  temple  which  purchased  him.  As  the 
purchase  was  thus  fictitious  on  the  part  of  the  temple,  it  is 
likely  that  the  servitude  was  thereafter  little  more  than  nominal. 
We  have  abundant  inscriptions  from  Delphi  which  give  us 
complete  details  as  to  this  mode  of  enfranchisement  It  was 
accompanied  by  a  solemn  ceremony  in  the  presence  of  several 
witnesses,  and  the  emancipating  master  had  to  find  securities 
that  he  would  not  attempt  again  to  reduce  the  slave  to  bondage, 
nor  allow  any  one  else  to  do  so.  Sometimes  he  made  conditions 
reserving  for  himself  the  right  to  the  services  of  the  slave  for 
a  certain  specified  time  or  until  his  own  death. 

It  is  commonly  stated  that  besides  being  capitalists  and 
lending  money,  temples  received  sums  on  deposit  for  safe 
keeping  and  restored  them  to  the  lenders  on  demand.  The 
temple  of  Artemis  at  Ephesus  seems  to  have  been  especially 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  some  writers  go  so  far  as  to  compare 
its  position  in  the  commercial  world  to  that  now  held  by  the 
Bank  of  England.  This,  however,  is  gross  exaggeration.  As 
a  rule  money  placed  in  a  temple  became  sacred  and  could  not 
be  withdrawn,  or  at  least  could  only  be  taken  for  purposes  of 
state.  Most  of  the  passages  quoted  in  defence  of  the  view  just 
mentioned  refer  to  peculiar  case&  Xenophon,  for  example, 
deposited  a  sum  of  money  in  the  Ephesian  temple  and  after- 
wards withdrew  it^  but  it  was  in  order  to  found  a  new  temple 
of  Artemis  in  Peloponnese.  In  other  instances  we  hear  of 
money  left  by  states  and  individuals  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
of  Ephesus  and  by  them  honourably  returned  They  may 
havie  kept  the  treasures  in  the  temple  or  its  vicinity;  but 
lending  t9  the  Ephesian  stAte  was  another  thing  than  lending 

Mt.  34,  9. 
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to  the  estate  of  the  goddess.  It  is  obvious,  that  if  it  had  been 
lawful  to  place  money  in  temples  for  security  and  withdraw  it 
at  pleasure,  such  a  privilege  would  have  been  very  frequently 
used,  and  the  priests  would  have  become  regular  bankers, 
which  they  never  were.  It  is,  however,  maintained  by  Professor 
£.  Curtius  that  the  earUest  coins  were  issued  by  temples  which 
felt  the  need  of  a  ready  currency,  and  this  theory  though  not 
proved  is  plausible. 

In  a  somewhat  different  category  must  be  placed  the  wealth 
laid  up  in  the  temples  of  many  of  the  great  deities  of  Greece, 
notably  in  that  of  Athena  at  Athens.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Greeks  the  deities  of  a  state  were  quite  as  much  concerned  in 
its  preservation  as  were  the  citizens  themselves ;  they  therefore 
did  not  hesitate  in  times  of  straits  to  borrow  money  from  the 
sacred  treasuries,  to  be  repaid  at  some  more  convenient  season. 
We  have  an  Athenian  inscription  ^  which  records  such  a  trans- 
action. It  appears  that  in  the  time  of  the  Peloponnesian  war, 
during  the  eleven  years  b.o.  433-422,  considerable  sums  of 
money  were  advanced  to  the  Athenian  state  by  the  treasurers  of 
Athena  and  of  the  other  gods ;  and  that,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace  of  Nicias  in  b.o.  421,  this  money  was  repaid  with 
interest  This  was  probably  no  isolated  case;  but  the  same 
thing,  at  least  as  far  as  the  borrowing  was  concerned,  would 
have  taken  place  in  other  cities.  But  on  the  whole  the  Greeks 
respected  these  deposits;  and  when  temple  treasures  were 
violated,  as  by  the  PisatsB  when  they  obtained  possession  of 
Olympia,  and  by  the  Phocians  when  they  seized  Delphi,  all 
that  was  best  in  the  race  was  scandalised,  and  a  speedy 
vengeance  of  the  offended  gods  fell,  or  was  supposed  to  fall,  on 
the  violators. 


CHAPTER  III 

ORGANISATION  OF  RELIOIOUS  SOCIETIICS 

On  the  origin  of  religious  societies  and  sacred  places  in  Greece, 
some  light  is  shed  by  the  interesting  and  valuable  inscription 
from  Thera,  which  is  called  the  will  of  Epicteta.^  Epicteta 
having  lost  her  husband  Phcenix  and  two  sons,  erected  in  her 
lifetime  heroa  in  their  honour  in  a  sacred  precinct  dedicated 
by  her  husband  to  the  Muses.     On  the  point  of  death  she 
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made  careful  proyision  that  these  heroa,  together  with  that 
to  be  erected  in  her  ouni  honour,  should  have  worship  in  all 
future  time.  She  bequeaths  the  sum  of  3000  drachms,  secured 
upon  real  property,  to  a  Community  of  Kinsfolk,  fcoiv^v  rtav 
irvyyeviov,  and  arranges  that  her  daughter  Epiteleia,  who  in> 
herits  her  property,  including  the  precinct  of  the  Muses,  shall 
pay  annually  to  the  said  community  the  sum  of  210  drachms. 
£very  year  the  community  is  to  meet  at  the  temple  of  the 
Muses,  when  the  rent  of  £piteleia  is  to  be  paid  over.  They 
are  then  to  appoint  certain  of  their  number  to  see  to  the 
performance  of  certain  sacrifices,  the  particulars  uf  which  are 
duly  set  forth,  and  to  order  a  banquet.  The  Community  of 
Kinsfolk  is  to  include  all  the  descendants  of  the  testatrix, 
and  the  priest  to  preside  at  the  temple  of  the  Muses  and 
the  heroa  shall  be  the  eldest  son  of  her  daughter  Epiteleia, 
with  reversion  to  the  eldest  male  of  her  family,  in  case  of 
his  decease. 

This  testament  brings  into  curious  relief  many  of  the  chief 
characteristics  of  Greek  cult.  A  cult  could  be  founded  by  the 
mere  intention  and  wish  of  any  one  so  disposed,  and  the  founder 
could  even  include  himself  among  the  persons  thus  honoured. 
He  could  appoint  a  priest  by  the  mere  provisions  of  a  will,  a 
priest  not  only  of  deceased  ancestors  but  even  of-  deities. 
Another  notable  fact  is  the  social  and  family  character  of 
some  cult&  A  family  gathering,  with  sacrifices  to  deceased 
parents  and  a  feast — such  was  a  common  idea  of  worship  in 
Greece.  If  it  had  happened  that  the  descendants  of  Epiteleia 
had  greatly  multiplied,  the  heroes  mentioned  in  the  inscription 
might  have  been  revered  as  founders  of  cities  or  nations.  If 
some  chance  had  brought  the  local  worship  of  the  Muses  into 
prominence  and  popularity,  the  little  Mowctov  might  have 
grown  into  a  great  rcfici^os,  with  temples  and  treasuries;  and 
the  local  priest,  whose  functions  were  exerted  but  for  a  few 
days  in  the  year,  might  have  become  the  head  of  a  hierarchy, 
the  deliverer  of  oracular  responses,  or  the  eponymous  magistrate 
of  a  republic.  It  is  highly  probable  that  many  of  the  greatest 
cults  in  Greece  had  an  origin  as  humble  as  that  of  the  Mova-elov 
at  Thera. 

The  process  by  which  cults  passed  from  families  to  tribes 
is  well  illustrated  by  an  inscription  from  the  island  of  Chios,  ^ 
erected  by  the  phratria  of  the  ClytidsB  to  record  certain 
phases  of  their  common  history.     The  very  form  of  the  name 
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of  the  phratda  implies  that  its  members  eonflidered  UiemaelyeB 
to  be  deacended  &om  one  peraoo.  But  their  common  cultus 
was  not  nominally  directed  to  him,  but  to  Zeus  Patix>iu8» 
which  is  the  sama  thing  in  a  vaiied  form.  It  appears  from 
the  inscription  that  for  a  time  certain  families  of  the  phratria 
retained  in  their  private  dwellings  sacred  objects  essential  to 
the  cultus,  and  made  these  houses  the  seat  of  worship.  This 
exclusiveness  displeased  the  other  membecsi  and  these  decided, 
after  omens  had  been  taken  by  sacrifice  as  to  the  propriety 
of  such  a  step,  to  build  a  temple  to  receive  these  sacred  objects, 
and  to  make  a  temenos  round  it  But  it  seems  that  even 
after  the  erection  of  this  temple  the  matter  was  not  settled, 
for  the  patrician  houses  still  claimed  the  right  of  taking  to 
their  homes  the  sacred  objects  after  all  the  customary  cere- 
monies had  been  enacted.  Omens  were  again  taken,  and  in 
accordance  with  their  direction  it  was  further  ordered  that  the 
sacred  objects  should  thenceforth  never  be  removed  from  the 
temple,  but  remain  there  in  perpetuity.  This  record  shows 
us  with  the  greatest  exactness  the  process  which  took  place 
when  a  cultus  spread  bom  a  family  to  a  phratria. 

And  by  a  continuation  of  precisely  the  same  process^  the 
cultus  might  spread  from  a  phratria  to  a  city,  whether  its 
object  were  an  ancestor  or  a  deity.  iEacus,^  founder  of  the 
noblest  family  of  iEgina,  was  reckoned  one  of  Ihe  heroes  who 
protected  that  island ;  and  indeed,  so  much  was  his  defence 
of  it  dreaded,  that  the  Athenians,  when  they  meditated  an 
attack  on  it,  founded  in  their  own  city  a  cult  of  the  hero,  in 
order  to  make  his  opposition  to  them  less  keen.  It  has 
even  been  suggested  that  the  Eleusinian  cultus  of  Demeter 
was  originally  the  private  possession  of  the  family  of  the 
Eumolpid^B,  and  that  the  Athena  of  Athens  herself  yras 
originally  the  family  deity  of  the  Butadn.  And,  like  the 
family  and  the  phratria,  so  the  city  too  had  a  common  hearth 
and  a  common  table.  Both  were  in  tba  prytaneium.  There 
daily  dined  certain  persons  selected  to  represent  the  city — 
magistrates,  or  distinguished  men.  At  Athens  those  who  won 
a  victory  at  the  Olympic  games  had  the  right  thereafter  to  a 
public  maintenance  in  the  prytaneium.  There,  too,  was  main- 
tained a  perpetual  fire,  the  sign  of  the  presence  of  Hestia,  in 
which  were  offered  sacrifices  to  aU  deities  and  heroes  acknow- 
ledged by  the  state.  Ordinary  altars  were  dedicated  to  one 
or  at  most  two  duties,  but  the  public  city  hearth  could  be 
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appropriated  b^  none,  though  the  offerings  to  which  it  wafi 
most  completely  adapted  were  those  offered  to  the  heroic 
founders  of  the  state. 

Hermann^  begins  his  account  of  Greek  priests  with  the 
statement  that  cultus  was  based  upon  exchange  of  services; 
and  though  the  phrase  may  seem  harsh,  it  conveys  the  truth. 
Notions  of  self-devotion  and  asceticism  must  be  laid  aside  in 
thinking  of  Greek  cultus.  Of  the  three  parties  concerned  in 
worship,  each  made  some  advantage.  The  deity  received 
sacrifice  and  veneration  :  the  votary  who  brought  these  gained 
in  return  divine  i^sista^ce  in  the  matteis  h!  had  in  hand. 
The  priest  who  was  the  mediator  between  the  two  had  his 
share  of  the  offering  and  no  small  part  of  the  honour. 

Among  the  Hebrews  there  was  a  rigid  line  of  demarcation 
between  prophet  and  priest,  even  a  frequent  rivalry  and 
clashing  between  the  two  orders.  The  priest  had  to  do  with 
the  ceremonial  observances  of  the  Temple  :  he  offered  sacrifice, 
and  carried  out  the  detailed  injunctions  of  the  Mosiac  Law,  but 
he  was  not  regarded  as  speaking  in  the  name  of  Jehovah.  The 
prophet,  on  the  other  hand,  might  come  of  any  race  or  family, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  ceremonial  observances,  belonged  to 
no  caste  or  clan ;  but  when  once  acknowledged  he  was  regarded 
as  one  who  had  special  faculties  for  ascertaining  the  Divine 
will  and  intentions,  and  his  voice  was  listened  to  with  all 
respect  as  being  the  nearest  exponent  of  the  will  of  Jehovah. 

There  was  the  same  distinction  among  the  Greeks,  though 
the  different  character  of  their  religion  made  it  seem  less 
pronounced.  The  fuivris  or  soothsayer  was  quite  a  different 
class  of  being  from  the  Upcvs  or  priest.  The  priest  was 
attached  to  a  particular  temple,  and  was  usuaUy  in  the  service 
of  one  particular  deity.  The  soothsayer  was  altogether  un- 
attached, and  his  function  was  to  read  the  will  of  heaven  in 
all  that  went  on  in  the  world,  to  exhort,  to  warn  and  threaten. 
He  saw  the  future  as  wrapped  up  in  the  present  through  the 
wisdom  and  clearness  of  vision  which  the  gods  bestowed  on 
him.  The  soothsayers,  however,  will  concern  us  hereafter. 
Their  importance  gradually  diminished  in  the  course  of  Greek 
history.  Detached  and  wandering  prophets,  instead  of  being 
respected,  as  among  the  Jews,  were  by  the  later  Greeks 
thoroughly  despised,  and  regarded  as  charlatans  or  barbarians, 
though  in  the  days  of  Homer  their  honour  had  been  not 
inconsiderable.     Their  function  partly  died  out  and  partly  was 

^  OoUudienstliehe  AUerth,  ch.  xzziii.  aqq. 
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put  in  commission.  Poets  were  regarded  as  more  worihy 
mediums  for  the  communication  of  the  will  of  the  gods.  The 
oracles  grew  constantly  in  fame,  and  estahlished  a  regular 
business  in  responses  from  gods  and  heroes ;  and  the  mysteries 
were  regarded  as  taking  men  direct  into  the  divine  presence. 

As  the  consideration  of  the  prophets  declined,  that  of  the 
priests  proportionally  increased,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
managed  to  get  into  their  hands  many  of  the  functions  pre- 
viously exercised  by  the  laity.  In  early  times,  any  head  of  a 
family  was  regarded  as  competent,  not  merely  to  conduct  the 
family  worship  of  ancestors,  but  to  carry  through  almost  any 
sacrifice  or  ceremony,  except  those  of  a  public  and  national 
character.  If  he  wished  to  sacrifice  to  Zeus  or  Apollo,  he  did 
so  in  his  own  house  at  the  family  hearth.  Or,  if  he  preferred 
calling  in  assistance,  he  would  summon  to  his  aid  some 
soothsayer  like  Galchas  or  Tiresias  to  conduct  the  ceremony, 
while  the  minor  functions  would  be  performed  by  heralds. 
This  irregular  worship,  though  it  never  quite  ceased  in  Greece, 
fell  into  the  background  as  the  temples  grew  and  multiplied, 
and  the  priests  increased  in  number  and  importance. 

It  is  remarkable  how  seldom  priests  are  mentioned  in  Homer, 
and  how  little  they  have  to  do  with  the  action  of  the  early 
epics.  They  are  s^xiken  of,  indeed,  with  respect,  as  venerated 
like  gods  by  the  people,  and  under  full  protection  of  the 
deities  to  whom  they  were  attached,  as  unmistakably  appears 
in  the  first  book  of  the  Iliad,  But  the  Greek  army  is  ac- 
companied by  no  train  of  priests,  and  sets  up  no  temples.  If 
the  generals  wish  to  ascertain  the  divine  will,  they  trust  to 
dreams,  the  explanation  of  which  they  seek  not  from  pro- 
fessional expounders,  but  from  the  wisest  men  to  be  found ; 
or  they  ask  Galchas  for  the  interpretation  of  flights  of  birds 
and  motions  of  serpents.  If  they  wish  to  make  a  sacrifice, 
the  king  with  his  heralds  carries  it  out,  assisted  by  chiefs 
and  people.  The  idea  that  the  priest  has  a  monopoly  of  the 
means  of  addressing  heaven  has  not  yet  arisen.  » 

The  radical  connection  between  priest  and  king  survived  to 
a  late  time  of  Greek  civilisation.  The  Kings  of  Sparta,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  were  especially  given  to  asserting 
their  right  to  offer  sacrifice.  One  of  them  was  priest  of  Zeus 
Hypsistus,  the  other  of  Zeus  LacedsBmon ;  but  it  was  not  to 
Zeus  alone  that  they  sacrificed.  Cleomenes,^  after  defeating 
the  Argives,  marched   to  the  HersBum;    and  after  by  force 

1  Herod,  vi.  8l. 
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tumiBg  out  the  priest^  proceeded  to  sacrifice  to  Hera  in  his 
own  person.  Pausanias,  after  the  victory  at  Plataea,  sacrificed 
in  the  agora  of  that  city  to  Zeus  Eleutherius ;  ^  and  in  some 
cities,  notably  Athens,  after  kings  had  become  in  a  political 
sense  things  of  the  past,  the  name  was  still  continued  and 
applied  to  an  elected  officer,  who  took  in  cult  and  sacrifice  the 
part  which  had  originally  belonged  to  the  real  king.  The 
reason  is  evident  The  Greeks  would  not  expect  the  favour 
of  the  gods  to  rest  on  any  change  of  institutions  which 
involved  loss  to  their  interests.  Men  were  free  to  change 
political  institutions,  but  not  without  divine  permission  to 
innovate  in  the  matters  of  cult  The  pturiXm  was  not  a  priest 
regularly  attached  to  a  particular  deity  or  a  special  temple; 
but  he  had  to  represent  the  state  at  various  festivals,  such 
as  the  Lensea  and  Anthesteria,  and  to  perform  sacrifices  of 
ancient  institution  with  which  the  prosperity  of  the  state  was 
supposed  to  be  bound  up.  His  wife,  the  /Soo-iXunra,  had  also 
duties  in  connection  with  the  Anthesteria.  He  was  elected 
by  lot,  and  must  be  of  blameless  repute,  and  one  who  had 
been  initiated  in  the  mysteries ;  his  wife  also  had  to  be  of  true 
Attic  family  and  correct  life.  We  hear  of  somewhat  obscure 
magistrates  at  other  cities;  who  bore  the  title  king,  and  repre- 
sented no  doubt  the  same  principle.  More  frequently,  however, 
when  republican  succeeded  to  monarchical  government,  the  new 
elective  heads  of  the  state  took  over  the  religious  functions  of 
the  kings,  as  well  as  their  other  duties  and  rights.  Thus  in 
many  states  the  Prytanes  managed  the  affairs  of  religion. 

Most  of  the  great  cults  of  Greece  belonged  in  the  origin  to 
a  family  or  sept,  from  whom  by  degrees  cities  or  states  adopted 
them.  We  cannot  therefore  be  surprised,  conservatism  in  all 
countries  prevailing  in  religious  matters,  to  find  the  priest- 
hood of  many  deities  restricted  to  the  members  of  a  particular 
family.  The  EteobutadsB  at  Athens  were  alone  eligible  as 
priestesses  of  Athena  Polias ;  from  the  ranks  of  none  but  the 
EumolpidfiB  and  the  Ceryces  could  be  taken  the  hierophant 
and  torch-bearer  of  Demeter  and  Cora  at  Eleusia  The 
priesthood  of  Apollo  at  Didyma  belonged  of  right  to  the 
Branchidn.  Telines  carried  from  Cnidus  to  Gela  in  Sicily 
certain  rites  pertaining  to  the  Great  Goddesses;  and  in  com- 
municating these  to  the  city,  his  family  reserved  the  right  of 
being  hierophants  of  the  cult  Herodotus  tells  us  ^  that  this 
tenure  of  office  gave  them  ascendency  in  the  city,  so  that  in 

>  Thoc  li.  71.  »  Herod,  rii  153. 
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time  one  of  them,  Gelon,  made  himself  master  of  the  eity, 
and  filially  of  a  great  part  of  Sicily.  The  AsclepiadsB  at 
Cos  kept  in  their  hands  the  priesthood  of  the  temple  of 
Asclepius,  and  with  it  something  of  a  monopoly  in  the  exercise 
of  healing  arts.  It  was  natuial  that  in  cases  where  a  cult 
belonged  to  one  family,  the  priest  should  succeed  by  some  rule 
of  inheritance.  The  rule  which  we  have  already  noticed  in 
the  case  of  the  priesthood  founded  by  Epicteta,  that  the  eldest 
male  descended  from  a  particular  person  should  succeed,  was 
a  not  unusual  one.  Thus  we  have  a  long  list  in  an  in- 
scription from  Halicamassus,  of  the  priests  early  or  mythical, 
who  had  presided  at  the  temple  of  Poseidon,  beginning  with 
a  son  of  Poseidon  himself.  In  this  list,  brother  succeeds 
brother  more  often  than  son,  father;  which  shows  that  the 
principle  of  descent  ignored  primogeniture,  and  the  office 
descended  to  the  eldest  male.  This  is,  indeed,  the  common 
rule  in  primitive  communities. 

Most  priesthoods,  however,  were  less  restricted  in  their  tenure, 
and  could  be  filled  by  any  one  thereto  appointed  by  election 
or  lot.  Even  when  the  lot  was  the  final  arbiter,  only  those 
were  allowed  to  appeal  to  it  who  possessed  the  due  qualifica- 
tions. The  exact  nature  of  these  qualifications  was  seldom 
set  forth  by  the  ancients,  but  we  can  gather  their  nature 
from  a  variety  of  statements.  The  first  qualification  for  any 
priest  or  priestess  was  that  he  or  she  should  be  a  full  citizen, 
a  bond  fide  member  of  the  state  to  which  the  priesthood 
belonged.  No  alien  could  perform  the  traditionfld  rites  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  civic  deities ;  nor  would  a  priest 
attached  to  a  temple  of  Apollo  or  Athena  at  one  city  be 
allowed  to  assume  office  in  the  temple  of  the  same  deity  else- 
whera  A  priest  must  also,  like  the  victims  he  offered,  and 
like  all  creatures  presented  to  the  gods,  be  free  from  every 
corporeal  blemish  and  defect;  no  piety  or  wisdom  would 
make  up  for  deformity  or  incompleteness.  And  he  must  be 
of  good  and  unblemished  reputation;  though  this  provision, 
being  of  less  external  and  definite  character  than  the  others, 
might  be  more  commonly  neglected.  In  one  city,^  at  Messene, 
it  was  ordained,  that  if  a  child  of  priest  or  priestess  died 
during  the  term  of  office,  the  parent  had  at  once  to  vacate  the 
office.  There  were  cults  in  which  ministers  were  chosen  for 
personal  beauty :  more  commonly  a  certain  rank  and  birth 
were  required  in  a  priest. 

*  Pau«.  iv.  12,  4. 
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Bat»  in  faet,  each  temple  had  its  own  law  in  the  matter. 
Herodotus^  remarks  that  in  Egsrpt  men  only  could  become 
prieets^  whereas  in  Greece  this  hcmour  was  extended  to  both 
sexes.  But  we  must  not  suppose  that  anywhere  priests  or 
priestesses  were  appointed  indiscriminately ;  nor  was  the  simple 
rule  adopted  that  a  priest  should  tend  a  god  and  a  priestess  a 
goddess.  The  whole  matter  was  one  of  tradition  and  usage, 
accordant  with  sacred  legend  or  oracular  response.  On  the 
same  grounds  it  was  sometimes  a  fixed  rule  that  an  elderly 
person  should  be  appointed,  or  a  child. 

Though  temperance  and  chastity  were  looked  for  in  priest 
and  priestess,  yet  celibacy  was  seldom  required.  In  cases  of  a 
few  cults  either  of  foreign  origin  or  peculiar  character  we  do 
find  this  requirement.  Thus  in  the  temple  of  Artemis  Hymnia  ^ 
in  Arcadia,  the  priest  and  pri^tess  were  bound  to  complete 
chastity,  and  fenced  in  by  a  set  of  regulations  so  strict  that 
they  could  not  even  visit  the  house  of  a  private  person.  The 
hierophant  at  Eleusis  was  obliged  to  abstain  from  all  sexual 
indulgence,  and  in  many  cities  the  priestesses  of  Artemis  and 
Athena  were  required  to  be  virgins.  But  so  contrary  to  nature 
did  this  regulation  seem  to  the  Greeks,  and  so  hard  was  it  to 
them  to  observe  it,  that  usually  chastity  or  celibacy  was  under- 
stood in  a  very  modified  form.  Thus  it  was  a  common  provi- 
sion at  temples  that  the  priestess  should  be  married  but  once ; 
and  when  the  regulations  were  more  stringent,  the  office  was 
held  either  by  an  aged  widow,  or  by  a  young  girl,  who  ceased 
to  hold  her  function  when  she  came  to  the  age  of  marriage. 
Instances  of  this  arrangement  occur  in  the  temple  of  Poseidon  ^ 
at  Calaureia,  and  that  of  Herakles  at  Thespise.^  The  priestess 
of  Artemis  Hymnia  was  originally  a  young  virgin,  but  the 
beauty  of  a  priestess  having  caused  the  violation  of  the  sanc- 
tuary by  King  Aristocrates,  the  violator  was  stoned ;  but  it  was 
ordained  that  in  future  the  priestess  should  be  an  elderly  woman.^ 
Chastity  during  a  particular  feast  or  celebration,  or  even  for  a 
short  term  of  office,  was  more  commonly  required,  especially  in 
the  cidt  of  Demeter  and  that  of  Dionysua  The  priest  of  the 
Misogynous  Herakles  in  Phocis  had  to  maintain  his  continence 
during  the  year  of  his  office.  The  practice  of  securing  chastity 
by  mutilation  seems  to  have  been  entirely  foreign  to  Greek 
ideas,  though  it  was  very  usual  in  Asia  Minor  in  the  cultus 

^  Herod,  ii.  35.     He  is  wrong  as  to  Egypt. 

'  PatM.  viii.  13,  I.  '  Pans.  U.  33,  3. 
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of  Cybele  and  deities  of  her  class,  such  as  the  fiphesian 
Artemis. 

As  early  as  Homer  we  find  mention  of  an  elected  priestess.^ 
Of  Theano  Antenor's  wife  we  read — 

T^v  yap  Tfxik^  tOriKav  'AO-qvaiqs  Up€uiVy 

and  this  custom  of  election  by  the  people  was  usual  in  later 
times  in  the  case  of  those  priesthoods  which  were  not  inherited. 
In  Hellenistic  times  kings  and  generals  freely  assumed  the 
right  of  appointing  priests  and  priestesses  within  the  dominions 
over  which  they  happened  to  bear  sway.  With  this  election 
was  mixed  as  an  additional  or  alternative  means  of  decision 
the  casting  of  lots.  The  election  of  the  priestess  of  €re  Eury- 
stemos  near  Mgsd  was  determined  by  lots ;  ^  but  only  those  could 
draw  lots  who  fulfilled  the  conditions  required,  tliat  is,  they 
must  have  been  married  but  once,  and  otherwise  preserved 
their  chastity,  and  had  to  maintain  tiieir  character  by  a  judicial 
test  of  drinking  the  blood  of  bullocks.  The  lot  is  also  men- 
tioned in  inscriptions^  in  connection  with  election  in  such  a 
way  that  it  looks  as  if  the  people  sometimes  elected  a  certain 
number  of  persons  as  fit  to  hold  priesthoods,  and  to  these  were 
assigned  by  lot  the  service  of  particular  deities.  In  fact  in 
some  of  the  inherited  priesthoods  the  choice  of  a  person  in  the 
priestly  family  was  made  by  lot  and  not  by  seniority. 

Sometimes  the  method  of  election  was  less  orderly.  We  hear 
of  lawsuits  at  Athens,  in  the  court  of  the  king  archon,  arising 
from  disputed  succession  to  some  sacerdotal  function,  and  we 
even  hear  of  a  sale  of  priesthoods.  In  an  inscription  from 
ErythrsB  in  Ionia  there  is  a  record  of  sales  of  priesthoods  and 
of  the  prices  fetched  by  them  in  the  market  The  most  valuable 
of  those  mentioned  seems  to  have  been  the  priesthood  of 
Hermes  Agorseus,  who  probably,  as  the  office  fetched  the 
large  sum  of  4610  drachms,  had  some  claim  to  market  dues.  In 
a  Halicamassian  inscription  ^  the  post  of  priestess  of  Artemis 
Pergsea  is  put  up  for  sale,  but  can  only  be  purchased  by  a  lady 
of  aristocratic  descent.  She  is  to  be  entitled  to  a  certain  share 
of  the  sacrifices  and  other  emoluments,  which  seem  to  have 
constituted  at  Halicarnassus  a  respectable  provision  for  a  woman 
of  the  upper  clasa 

The  duration  of  priesthoods  varied  not  less  than  their  other 
conditions,  and  depended  also  on  the  circumstances  of  their 

'  IL  vi.  30a  •  PftUB.  vii  25,  13. 
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origin  or  local  traditiona  The  most  ordinary  tenure,  perhaps, 
was  that  for  life,  Sia  pCov.  The  Ilierophant  of  Eleusis  was 
appointed  for  life,  so  was  the  priest  of  Hippolytus  at  TrcBzen, 
the  priestesses  of  Hera  and  Aphrodite  at  Aphrodisias,  and  a 
host  of  others.  A  fresh  appointment  annually  was  also  very 
usual,  more  especially,  as  Schomann  well  ohserves,  in  cults  of 
late  origin  and  in  democratic  states,  while  life-priesthoods 
belong  on  the  contrary  to  old  cults  and  aristocratic  states. 
More  especially  in  Hellenistic  and  Roman  times  it  became 
usual  to  change  priests  with  frequency  in  order  to  bestow  the 
honours  on  as  many  people  as  possible  in  rotation.  Sometimes 
again  the  appointment  was  for  a  term  of  years.  The  boy  who 
was  priest  of  Athena  Cranffia  at  Elateia  in  Phocis  ^  held  office 
for  five  years,  and  lads  had  to  be  elected  at  such  an  age  as 
not  to  emerge  into  manhood  before  the  end  of  their  term  of 
office.  Sometimes  a  religious  functionary  was  elected  merely 
in  connection  with  a  particular  feast  or  ceremony ;  the  Hiero- 
phant  of  the  mysteries  of  the  chthonian  goddesses  at  Phlius  ^ 
for  instance;  a  fresh  Hierophant  being  appointed  for  each 
celebration,  which  took  place  every  fourth  year. 

The  duties  of  priest  an4  priestess  were,  as  we  have  already 
had  occasion  to  observe,  strictly  confined  to  the  particular 
temple  to  which  they  were  appointed.  In  late  times  we  meet 
with  instances  in  which  popular  or  prominent  men  combine 
in  their  own  persons  the  sacerdotal  functions  of  several  cults ; 
but  this  kind  of  pluralism  was  all  but  unknown  in  earlier  times. 
The  functions  of  religious  officers  varied,  as  we  shall  presently 
see,  at  various  places.  Speaking  generally,  we  can  only  say 
that  it  was  their  duty  as  servants  of  the  deity  whom  they 
tended  to  conduct  sacrifices  in  his  honour,  to  give  facilities  of 
approach  to  worshippers  and  suppliants,  to  maintain  becoming 
order  in  the  sacred  precincts,  and  to  see  that  all  the  generally 
unwritten  laws  and  regulations  of  the  place  were  duly  observed. 
They  had  to  protect  and  keep  in  repair  temple  and  image, 
and  to  preserve  objects  dedicated.  They  had  to  supervise  the 
feasts  and  processions  in  honour  of  their  deity,  and  generally  to 
protelct  his  fame  and  property  alike  by  the  courageous  assertion 
of  his  rights  against  intruders,  and  by  the  maintenance  of 
orderly  and  dignified  bearing  in  the  city.  In  village  temples 
there  might  be  a  single  priest,  and  he  might  find  himself  com- 
pelled to  undertake  all  these  duties  at  once,  down  to  slaughter- 
ing the  victims  and  cleaning  the  temple ;  but  usually  in  great 

^  Pmh.  z.  34,  8.  '  Pmu.  ii  14,  i. 
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dtiee  and  at  oelebraied  temples  there  was  a  regular  hierareh  j 
of  offioersy  who  diyided  among  themselves  the  duties  just 
mentioned. 

The  Greeks,  with  their  love  of  what  was  extemidly  fitting, 
thought  much  not  only  of  the  character  of  their  priests  and 
their  personal  heauty,  but  also  of  their  appearance  and  dress, 
which  had  to  be  such  as  befitted  their  office.  Aristides  ^  says  of 
Pericles  that  he  lived  with  such  complete  decency  that  his  life 
was  like  that  of  a  priest.  Their  garments  were  ample  and 
trailing,  and  of  white  colour,  though  purple  was  sometimes 
worn  by  priests  of  chthonic  cults.  The  king^archon  at  Athens 
had  shoes  of  a  special  cut,  )8ao-iAi8e9,^  no  doubt  cothurni,  like 
those  worn  by  actors  to  increase  their  stature  and  dignity. 
The  stephanephorus  of  Herakles  at  Tarsus  wore  white  sho^ 
and  a  garment  of  white  with  purple  stripe*  Ghiyses  is  re- 
presented in  Homer  *  as  bearing  a  sceptre  adorned  with  gold, 
like  that  carried  by  kings,  and  in  other  passages  the  staves  of 
office  of  priests  are  not  seldom  mentioned.  They  usually  wore 
garlands  made  of  myrtle  or  laurel,  flowers  or  fhiit,  according 
to  the  attributes  of  their  deity ;  the  laurel  belonging  to  Apollo 
and  Zeus,  myrtle  to  Aphrodite,  olive  to  Athena,  and  so  forth. 
And  they  also,  like  victors  in  the  games,  wound  tnniflB  or  fillets 
about  their  heads  and  arms,  as  well  as  about  the  sacred  tripods 
and  the  property  of  the  gods.  Priests  allowed  their  hair  to 
grow  long,  in  tiie  good  archaic  Hellenic  fashion,  and  this  was 
the  more  conspicuous  as  they  sacrificed  bare-headed.  The 
priestesses  let  their  garlanded  hair  flow  down  freely.  At  the 
great  festivals  it  was  not  unusual  for  a  priest  or  priestess  to 
appear  publicly  in  the  exact  semblance  of  the  patron  deity; 
the  priestess  of  Athena  to  appear  in  full  armour,  and  the  priest 
of  Herakles  or  Dionysus  to  bear  the  clothing  and  attributes  of 
those  deities,  to  take  their  part  indeed  in  the  drama  of  the  day, 
for  Greek  festivals  commonly  partook  of  the  nature  of  dramas. 
They  sometimes  even  bore  the  name  of  their  deity ;  thus  the 
priests  of  Dionysus  bore  the  name  Bacchus,  and  the  priestesses 
of  the  Leucippides  ^  were  called  also  Leucippide& 

It  would  be  a  long  task  to  detail  all  the  titles  borne  by  priests 
in  the  various  temples  of  Greece,  and  the  functions  indicated 
by  those  titles  which  they  exercised.  We  must,  however,  enter 
somewhat  into  the  details  of  a  few  hiemrchies  of  the  more 
important  sort,  in  order  to  make  clearer  the  fonotiotis  of  the 
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priesthood  in  Greece.  We  must,  to  begin  with,  rigidly  dis- 
tinguish three  classes  of  persons,  all  of  whom  held  sacred  office. 
The  first  class  consisted  of  the  priests  and  priestesses  proper — 
those  who  represented  the  deity,  and  presided  at  the  ceremonies 
in  his  honour.  The  second  class  comprised  those  persons, 
usually  laymen  of  good  birth,  who  performed  some  specific  duty 
at  a  ceremony  or  a  procession,  under  the  control  of  the  higher 
officers.  The  third  class  would  include  the  mere  temple- 
servants,  usually  slaves  of  the  gods,  who  performed  menial 
functions  in  the  temples. 

Among  the  priests  of  higher  rank  were  such  as  bore  the 
title  fifuriXm  as  well  as  Ic/oo/xviy/juov,  ^coipos,  dp\i$€u>poif  orc^v)^ 
<^pos,  and  the  like,  terms  which  describe  in  various  inscrip- 
tions or  on  coins  the  eponymous  magistrates  of  various  states, 
but  whose  functions  must  certainly  have  been  sacerdotal.  The 
priest  of  Poseidon  at  Megara,  and  the  eponymous  priest  of 
Byzantium,  a  Megarean  colony,  bore  the  title  Hieromnemon. 
*l€po0vTrf9  was  the  title  of  the  chief  priest  at  Agrigentum 
and  Segesta.  The  Updpxai  and  Mpo^vAouccs  were  also  persons 
of  importance  at  various  cities ;  but  they  seem  rather  to  have 
been  concerned  with  the  temple-buildings,  and  the  material 
interests  of  sacred  places,  than  with  their  ceremonies  and 
ritual  The  boy-priest  of  the  Ismenian  Apollo  at  Thebes  was 
called^  8a<f>vti<l)6pos,  because  adorned  with  a  wreath  of  laurel. 
A  priest  of  Aphrodite  in  Cyprus  was  called  ayi^rctf/o,  because  in 
festal  processions  he  went  before  the  8acrifice&  The  priestess 
who  was  at  Athens  charged  with  the  decoration  of  the  throne 
of  the  goddess  was  called  Koa-fm,  In  some  places  priests 
were  termed  KkySovxoif  because  entrusted  with  the  temple 
keys.  The  priestesses  of  Artemis  at  Ephesus  were  termed 
fuXujxraiy  and  the  chief  priest  Megabyzus,  which  terms  had 
reference  to  the  oriental  origin  and  customs  of  the  Ephesian 
cult.  The  priestesses  of  the  Leucippides  at  Sparta  were,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  called  also  Leucippides,  and  at  Athens  the 
names  Butes  and  Buzyges  were  applied  to  the  priests  of  those 
heroes. 

Among  the  lay  assistants  appointed  for  merely  temporary 
purpoaeSy  we  may  name  the  6akkoif>6poi  of  the  Panathenaic 
procession,  the  girls  selected  annually  to  weave  a  new  peplos 
for  Athena,  and  the  boy  chosen  at  Olympia  to  cut  the  olive 
twigs  for  the  wreaths  of  tiie  Tictors  in  ti&e  games.  There  were 
numerous  such  ministers  of  both  sexes  in  all  Greek  feasts  and 
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processions.  That  their  children  should  be  selected  for  these 
purposes  was  an  honour  coveted  by  parents,  and  one  which 
shed  a  certain  lustre  over  the  whole  life  of  the  children  them* 
selves.  When  adults  were  selected,  it  was  to  them  Uke  the 
conferment  of  an  order  or  decoration.  The  qualifications  re- 
quired were  gentle  blood  and  that  nobleness  of  beaiing  which 
the  Greeks  supposed  to  go  with  it ;  also  reputation  for  virtue, 
especially  the  virtue  of  chastity.  Children  would  usually  not  be 
eligible  unless  both  their  parents  were  living.  Selection  among 
eligible  candidates  was  made  by  favour,  beauty  often  counting 
for  much.  Thus  at  Tanagra,^  at  the  festival  of  Hermes^  an 
ephebus  selected  for  beauty  carried  on  his  shoulders  a  lamb 
round  the  walls,  thus  personating  Hermes  himself:  even  the 
Thallophori  of  the  Panathenaic  procession  were  chosen  for 
dignity  of  bearing.  . 

The  subordinate  ministers  were  in  number  countless.  In 
imperial  times  even  these  functions  were  sought  after  by  men 
of  family  and  wealth,  who  were  determined  by  any  and  every 
means  to  come  before  their  fellow-citizens  in  a  public  capacity. 
Especially  such  were  eager  to  be  connected  with  the  cultus  of 
the  reigning  emperor.  The  common  names  for  these  inferior 
ministers  were  6iaicovoi  and  v€a>ico/>oi  or  (oKopou  They  had  to 
see  to  the  service  of  the  temples  in  its  details,  to  keep  order 
among  the  votaries,  and  to  repair  and  keep  clean  the  sacred 
edifices.  Among  them  were  such  ministers  as  the  ^vAevs,  who 
at  Olympia  brought  wood  for  the  sacrifices  to  Zeus  j  Pausanias 
calls  him  one  ex  ra>v  oucer^v  rod  Aios;  also  the  9vrai,  who 
actually  struck  down  the  victims  at  a  sacrifice ;  and  the  oivoxoot, 
who  poured  the  wine  which  accompanied  it.  Of  a  somewhat 
superior  character  to  these  menials  were  the  ^^yqrai^  who  were 
not  indeed  the  repositaries  of  any  particular  doctrines,  but  who 
were  a  sort  of  masters  of  the  ceremonies,  and  guides  to  show 
visitors  over  the  temples,  and  point  out  to  them  what  was  note- 
worthy. It  should,  however,  be  observed  that  at  some  centres 
of  religion  the  exegetn  were  priests  and  functionaries  of  im- 
portance ;  at  Athens,  for  instance,  they  were  chosen  from  the 
noble  class,  and  were  concerned  with  sacerdotal  discipline.  The 
heralds,  or  ici^/tukcs,  were  persons  of  dignity  in  early  times,  but 
their  office  diminished  in  importance.  Demosthenes  ^  speaks  of 
a  herald  as  serving  the  /8<uriXurara  at  Athens,  and  assisting  her 
in  her  divine  functions.  They  were  men  of  loud  voice,  and 
were  useful  in  making  proclamation  at  sacrifices,  aa  well  as  at 
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the  games,  sometimes  proclaiming  aloud  prayers  and  yow& 
There  were  also  among  the  crowd  of  persons  supported  by  a 
great  temple,  singers  and  musicians,  particularly  flute-players, 
who  accompanied  among  the  Greeks  every  kind  of  measured 
movement  Hermann  observes  that  all  these  vulgar  personages 
were  fed  at  the  table  of  the  priests,  and  that  this  is  the  origin 
of  the  later  use  of  the  term  parasite. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  there  were  in  Greece  no  such  things 
as  colleges  for  the  training  of  priests  or  temple-servants.  The 
local  element  prevailed  in  each  cult  to  such  a  degree  that  a 
central  college  of  theology  or  of  religious  practices  would  have 
been  quite  impossible.  The  very  thing  ordained  at  one  seat 
of  worship  might  be  expressly  forbidden  at  another,  even  when 
both  spots  belonged  to  the  same  Olympic  deity.  Tradition  was 
the  only  possible  teacher,  and  so  jealously  was  it  guarded  and 
preserved  that  priests  were  rarely  accused  of  having  innovated  in 
matters  of  cult,  or  failed  in  the  honour  due  to  their  patron  deities. 

The  rewards  and  privileges  which  priests  enjoyed  in  return 
tog  their  labours  in  the  service  of  the  gods  were  neither  few 
nor  slight  Firstly,  they  had  solid  advantages  in  the  way  of 
shelter  and  food.  They  were  commonly  houseid  in  the  precinct, 
and  shared  the  table  of  the  gods.  That  is  to  say,  they  received 
and  used  the  bloodless  offerings,  fruits  and  cakes  and  cheese, 
which  were  daily  laid  on  the  sacred  table;  and  of  animals 
sacrificed  they  received  a  share.  The  inscription  from  Hali- 
camassus  ^  which  offers  for  sale  the  post  of  priestess  of  Artemis, 
also  describes  the  emoluments  of  the  office.  The  priestess  is 
to  receive,  in  the  case  alike  of  public  and  private  sacrifice, 
specified  parts  of  the  victim  and  his  skin,  in  addition  to  which, 
at  every  new  moon,  when  a  public  sacrifice  is  to  be  offered,  she 
is  to  have  a  drachm,  and  to  share  certain  proceeds  of  the 
sacrifice  with  the  wives  of  the  prytanes.  At  certain  seasons 
she  is  to  be  allowed  to  take  a  sort  of  benefit — that  is,  to  make 
a  collection  of  money  in  the  most  crowded  streets  of  the  town. 
She  is  also  to  establish  a  treasury  for  the  goddess ;  but  money 
which  reaches  that  will  not  fall  to  her  directly ;  the  chest  is  to 
be  guarded  by  treasurers  who  are  to  open  it  once  a  year,  and 
take  out  what  is  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  goddess,  or,  as 
we  should  put  it,  to  defray  incidental  expenses.  It  is  probable 
that  usually  private  persons  who  came  to  make  a  sacrifice 
presented  a  fee  to  the  officiating  priests  according  to  an  under- 
stood imS.    At  Athens  several  priests  dined  daily,  in  virtue  of 
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their  office,  at  the  public  table  in  the  Prytaneium,  with  magis- 
trates of  the  state  and  Olympic  victors.  And  in  the  case  of 
all  the  larger  temples,  the  estate  of  the  god,  even  setting  aside 
daily  and  casual  incomings,  was  quite  sufficient  to  keep  his 
priests  in  comfort  and  plenty. 

Of  the  remuneration  of  the  priesthood  in  the  temple  of 
Apollo  at  Delos  we  know  something  from  the  very  important 
inscriptions  found  in  the  island  by  the  French  expedition,  and 
in  course  of  publication  by  M.  Homolla^  In  these  are  recorded 
the  salaries  paid  annually  to  the  various  temple-officers.  It  is, 
however,  remarkable  that,  if  M.  Homolle's  account  be  complete, 
there  is  no  payment  made  either  to  the  priests  or  to  the 
neopcei,  who,  as  we  know,  were  the  treasurers  of  the  temple, 
and  managed  all  its  monetary  affairs,  nor  even  to  the  Stoiin^rat 
who  assisted  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues.  In  the  last 
chapter  I  mentioned  some  of  these  salaries.  Payments  are 
recorded  to  a  spring-keeper  (K/wyvo<^vXa£),  a  palsestra-keeper,  a 
herald,  several  flute-players,  and  a  number  of  neocori  of  various 
grades.  These  are,  evidently,  only  hired  servants  of  the  temple, 
except  the  architect^  whose' office  was  not  religious;  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  higher  officers  were  either  paid  in  some 
other  way,  or  else  above  being  paid  at  alL 

Thus  it  must  be  allowed  that  as  a  general  rule  the  higher 
priests  did  not  accept  their  office  for  the  sake  of  the  loaves 
and  fishes  which  accompanied  it.  As  above  stated,  they  were 
usually  taken  from  older  and  wealthier  families ;  and  esteemed 
the  honour  of  the  post  far  more  than  its  revenue.  Homer  speaks 
of  a  priest  as  honoured  by  the  people  as  though  a  god ;  and  in 
all  periods  of  Greek  history  this  honour  was  consistently  paid. 
When  Alexander  took  Thebes  he  spared  the  houses  of  the 
priests  amid  the  general  destruction.  Amid  the  frequent  wars 
and  social  revolutions  of  Greece  the  priest  had  but  to  betake 
himself,  with  wife  and  children,  to  the  temple  of  his  deity,  in 
order  to  be  almost  sure  of  safety  and  respect.  The  political 
power  enjoyed  by  the  priests  was  also  considerable.  As  Sir  C. 
Newton  ^  has  well  pointed  out^  whenever  a  pestilence  or  mis- 
fortune smote  a  people,  the  priests  were  at  once  appealed  to, 
to  state  what  deity  was  offended,  and  how  his  wrath  was  to  be 
appeased.  This  appeal  might  furnish  an  unscrupulous  priest, 
not  only  with  means  for  promoting  his  own  interests  and 
advancement,  but  also  with  an  opportunity  for  getting  rid  of 
a  rival,  or  modifying  obnoxious  institutions ;  though,  of  course,  a 
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vigorous  democracy  might  override  any  sacerdotal  interference. 
As  a  rule,  we  find  the  democracies  of  Greece,  as  well  as  the 
tyrants  and  kings,  as  little  disposed  to  interfere  with  or  curtail 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  priests  as  the  oligarchies  them- 
selves. They  furnished  the  rich  with  a  career  which  did  not 
lead  to  political  disturbance  ;  and  the  proper  discharge  of  these 
duties  involved  a  considerable  expenditure  of  private  money  on 
public  purposes. 

We  know  from  a  host  of  honorary  inscriptions  what  wore 
considered  the  characteristics  of  a  good  priest,  and  how  he  was 
rewarded  by  the  body  politic  for  what  they  considered  merit. 
In  these  documents  priests  and  priestesses  are  praised  indeed 
for  piety,  but  it  lb  usually  for  piety  which  takes  the  form  of 
munificence.  Thus,  in  an  inscription^  from  Aphrodisias  in 
Caria,  GsBa,  who  is  priestess  for  life  of  Hera,  is  honoured  and 
praised  for  the  sumptuousness  which  she  showed  when  on  two 
occasions  priestess  of  the  Imperial  House.  She  not  only  feasted 
the  people  at  magnificent  banquets,  but  supplied  gratis  for  the 
baths  various  necessaries,  and  at  the  public  games  of  Aphro- 
disias produced  oKpodfrnra  or  entertainments  so  new  and  choice 
that  she  attracted  into  the  town  the  people  of  neighbouring 
cities.  That  she  discharged  her  proper  functions  by  sacrificing 
yearly  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Imperial  House  is  stated 
indeed,  but  not  enlarged  on.  Sumptuousness  in  sacrifice, 
feasting  the  people,  providing  spectacles,  such  are  in  most  cases 
the  merits  selected  for  praise  in  initoriptions  ;  which,  however, 
belong  mostly  to  quite  a  late  period  of  Greek  history,  Roman, 
or  at  earliest  Macedonian,  times.  And  the  rewards  conferred 
on  these  meritorious  officials  are  of  the  same  pompous  and 
vainglorious  kind — a  wreath,  a  statue  or  an  inscription  set  up 
in  a  public  place,  a  not  unworthy  return  for  pants  et  ctreenses. 
Sometimes  the  reward  takes  a  more  appropriate  form.  In  an 
inscription  from  Mantineia,^  one  Phffina,  who  has  behaved 
liberally  as  priestess  of  Demeter,  is  formally  invited  to  all 
future  festivals  of  Demeter.  The  right  of  front  seats  at 
theatrical  performances  was  also  commonly  accorded  to  priests. 
Of  this  the  names  found  on  the  seats  of  the  Athenian  Theatre 
of  Dionysus  are  sufficient  proof ;  there  the  names  of  priests 
were  mingled  with  those  of  magistrates  in  the  place  of  honour ; 
this,  however,  was  in  the  particular  instance  rather  an  honour 
bestowed  on  the  priests  of  especial  deities  in  their  official 
capacity,  than  on  individuals  of  merit. 
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CHAFfER  IV 

0RGIA8TIC  CULTS 

In  the  case  of  Asia  Minor,  it  seems  almost  certain  that  the 
dominant  races,  Lycians,  Carians,  lonians  and  the  like,  ivere 
hut  small  invading  trihes,  while  tiie  mass  of  the  population  of 
the  country  was  of  different^  perhaps  Semitic,  stock.  To  these 
earlier  inhahitants  helongs  the  worship  of  Cyhele  and  kindred 
nature-goddesses,  as  well  as  of  Attis,  Sahazius,  and  other  deities 
of  the  orgiastic  kind.  It  is  extremely  likely  that  we  may  find 
a  parallel  series  of  phenomena,  which  have  hitherto  almost 
escaped  observation,  in  Greece  and  perhaps  Italy.  In  Greece 
also  it  is  likely  that  the  true  Aryan  Greeks  were  always  a 
comparatively  small  though  dominant  caste.  Beneath  tiiem 
was  a  mass  of  population  on  which  they  imposed  their  language 
and  their  usages,  but  which  retained  in  many  ways  the  impress 
of  a  different  temperament  and  a  less  finely  endowed  nature, 
and  which  often  reacted  upon  the  dominant  tribes  of  purer 
blood. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  in  both  Asia  Minor 
and  Greece  proper  there  was  a  demand  for  a  more  ecstatic  and 
emotional  religion  than  that  of  the  cultivated  Hellenea  Of 
such  religion  we  find,  as  Bohde  ^  has  clearly  shown,  scarcely  any 
trace  in  the  Homeric  poems.  The  gods  of  Olympus  are  to  the 
aristocracy  of  Homer  anything  but  mystic;  on  the  contrary, 
most  anthropomorphic  and  orderly.  The  Homeric  prophet 
Calchas  is  no  inspired  man,  but  one  who  has  acquired  skill  to 
read  the  future  in  the  flight  of  birds  and  other  divine  signs. 
But  there  no  doubt  existed  in  the  Homeric  age  among  the 
common  people  a  religion  of  a  less  cultivated  and  more  enthusi- 
astic character.  Not  only  were  there  locally,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  a  multitude  of  curious  observances  and  ancestral  super- 
stitions ;  but  there  were  also  enthusiasms  not  attached  to  the 
soU,  but  migratory  over  the  whole  of  Greece,  taking  root  in 
district  after  district^  and  city  after  city,  and  affording  an  outlet 
for  those  more  irregular  and  unrestrained  religious  impulses 
which  could  scarcely  find  scope  in  the  service  of  the  regular 
deities  of  the  cities. 

By  far  the  most  important  of  these  safety-valves,  if  we 
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may  so  term  them,  of  Greek  religion  was  the  Dionysiac  cult 
Although  the  germs  of  that  cult  existed  in  many  places  in  the 
form  of  rustic  superstitions  and  practices,  yet  it  was  probahly 
after  the  Homeric  age  that  the  orgiastic  worship  of  Dionysus 
spread  over  all  Greece,  and  furnished  a  more  complete  satis- 
faction to  the  untamed  religious  enthusiasms  of  the  common 
people.  Like  the  dance  of  death  in  medisBval  Europe,  the 
Dionysiac  fury  passed  from  district  to  district  of  Greece,  and 
thence  into  Italy.  In  all  countries,  women  rather  than  men 
are  subject  to  the  epidemics  of  religious  enthusiasm.  So  in 
Greece  and  Italy  it  was  the  Maenads  or  Bacch»,  women  full 
of  the  Dionysiac  passion,  who  flocked  in  swarms  to  the  waste- 
places,  and  there  gave  way  to  those  strange  impulses  of  mixed 
asceticism  and  self-indulgence,  of  sensual  excess  and  the  desire 
of  a  purer  life,  which  have  in  all  countries  marked  such  out- 
bursts. All  through  the  great  age  of  Greece  the  fever  raged 
intermittently ;  in  the  Hellenistic  age  other  ecstatic  cults,  those 
of  Mithras,  of  Cybele,  and  of  Isis,  became  rivals  of  that  of 
Dionysus  in  popular  favour. 

We  modems  find  it  hard  to  realise  that  the  cultus  of  the 
God  of  Wine,  in  which  naturally  drinking  to  excess  was  a 
regular  feature,  could  be  anything  but  debasing  and  degrading. 
We  are  probably  misled  by  the  changed  way  in  which  tdcohc^c 
drinking  is  now  regarded.  Among  us  excessive  indulgence  in 
wine  or  spirits  is  a  sottish  and  sensual  habit,  almost  without 
higher  elements.  The  place  which  wine  held  in  the  Bacchic 
cult,  as  a  nervous  stimulant,  is  partly  taken  in  modem  coun- 
tries by  other  stimulants ;  such  as  tobacco  and  tea.  The  weak 
and  diluted  wine  of  the  ancients  did  not  make  them,  as  spirits 
make  the  Englishman,  stupid  and  brutal,  but  raised  the  spirits, 
cleared  the  mind,  and  diminished  for  the  time  the  pressure  of 
the  body.  Hence  Dionysus  was  regarded  as  the  god  who  saved 
men  from  heavy  sensuality,  and  set  the  soul  free  from  its 
corporeal  burden,  from  the  prison  of  the  flesh,  as  the  Dionysiac 
votaries  phrased  it. 

The  Dionysiac  worship  exercised  great  influence  in  early 
times  on  Delphi,  and  at  all  times  on  the  Mysteries  of  Eleusis, 
which  were  a  mystic  and  orgiastic  element  in  the  compara- 
tive sobriety  of  the  accepted  Athenian  religion.  Kor  must  we 
forget  that  it  was  to  the  Dionysiac  enthusiasm  that  we  owe 
the  origin  both  of  tragedy  and  of  comedy. 

Of  the  Dionysiac  worship,  the  intellectual  side  was  repre- 
sented by  Orphism.  To  the  ima^^ation  of  the  poets  of  later 
times,  Orpheus  was  presented  as  a  great  poet  of  Thrace.     To  the 
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.Orphists  he  was  far  more~>the  man  who  had  gone  down  alive 
to  Hades  in  his  search  for  his  lost  Eurydice,  and  had  thence 
returned  to  instruct  and  raise  mankincL  Works  professedly 
written  hy  him,  or  other  sages  of  the  same  kind,  circulated 
largely  in  Greece,  and  supplied  the  people  not  only  with  a 
theogony,  or  account  of  the  origin  of  the  gods  and  the  world, 
but  also  with  precepts  of  ethics,  with  an  eschatology,  with 
something  as  near  to  a  creed  as  the  Greek  mind  was  ready  to 
accept  At  one  time  the  disciples  of  Pythagoras,  who  may 
be  regarded  as  an  exponent  of  Orphism,  even  constituted  in 
Southern  Italy  something  like  a  church ;  and  on  Italian  vases 
of  a  late  date  we  find  representations  of  Hades,  the  elements 
of  which  could  have  been  supplied  only  by  Orphism. 

Dionysus,  though  he  never  became  one  of  the  ordinary 
denizens  of  Olympus,  yet  was  accepted  by  Athenian  poetry 
and  art^  and  in  time  to  a  great  degree  Hellenised.  And  as  his 
cultus  became  more  sober  and  respectable,  it  failed  to  satisfy 
the  religious  needs  of  the  more  enthusiastic  of  the  lower  people. 
Thus  we  find  in  later  Greece  a  continuous  invasion  of  deities 
who  retained  more  of  the  orgiastic  character,  and  whose  cultus 
supplied  that  mixture  of  spiritual  and  sensuous  excitement 
which  has  so  strong  an  attraction  for  the  mass  of  the 
uneducated. 

Many  of  the  Greek  deities  were  originally  borrowed  from 
the  pantheons  of  other  nations — ^Aphrodite,  for  instance,  from 
that  of  Syria,  Ares  from  that  of  Thrace  ;  but.  these  deities  had 
in  historical  times  obtained,  so  to  speak,  full  rights  of  citizenship 
among  the  Greeks.  Their  cultus  was  Hellenised,  and  being 
adopted  by  the  governments  of  Greek  republics,  had  become 
staid  and  moderate,  and  lost  most  traces  of  barbarous  origin. 
But  when  the  Greeks  in  historical  times  imported  a  strange 
deity  from  abroad  and  gave  him  a  home  among  them,  they 
often  imported  also  the  extravagances  of  cultus  which  sur- 
rounded him,  and  reproduced  on  Hellenic  soil  a  fragment  of 
Thracian  or  Phrygian  manners.  The  persons  attached  to  him 
formed  what  was  called  an  €pavo9  or  Ouuros,  that  is,  a  private 
association,  regularly  organised  on  principles  which  we  shall 
presently  trace,  to  maintain  his  worship  and  propagate  his 
influence. 

Compared  with  the  adherents  of  state  religions,  these 
associations  may  be  called  dissenting  sects :  and  like  many 
8ecte  in  modem  times,  they  made  up  for  their  want  of  status  by 
their  enthusiasm,  and  for  the  smallness  of  their  numbers  by 
their  extravagances.     We  hear  of  them  at  Athens  in  the  times 
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of  the  Peloponnesian  war.  Eupolis  in  his  Bdirrai  ridiculed  the 
adherents  of  the  Thracian  Cotytto,^  who  conducted  her  worship 
with  nightly  orgies  and  lascivious  dances,  and  who  seem  from 
the  very  title  of  the  play  to  have  practised  some  oriental  rite 
of  immersion.  In  the  Lysistrata  of  Aristophanes  mention  is 
made  of  other  strange  deities,  the  Paphian  Aphrodite,  Sabazius, 
and  Adonis.  And  Plutarch  informs  us  ^  that  at  the  time  of 
the  starting  of  the  Athenian  expedition  for  Sicily  a  feast  of 
Adonis  was  being  celebrated  by  the  women  of  Athens  with 
wailings  and  all  the  extravagances  of  oriental  ritual.  And 
Adonis  was  never  one  of  the  deities  recognised  by  the  state 
at  Athens,  but  an  importation  from  Syria  and  the  object  of 
the  passionate  devotion  of  a  small  clique.  About  ao.  430,  a 
Phrygian  metragyrtes  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  more 
conservative  citizens  by  initiating  women  in  the  mysteries  of 
the  Mother  of  the  Gods,  and  was  by  them  thrown  into  the 
Barathrum. 

Nevertheless  these  outlandish  superstitions  grew  in  favour. 
A  passage  in  the  De  Corona  '  gives  us  full  details  as  to  the 
rites  with  which  they  were  carried  on.  Demosthenes  thus 
addresses  iEschines  :  *^  When  *  you  became  a  man  you  assisted 
your  mother  in  her  initiation8.'reading  the  ritua/and  joining 
in  the  mummery  :  at  night  wrapping  the  votaries  in  fawn  skin, 
swilling,  purifying,  and  scouring  them  with  clay  and  bran, 
raising  them  after  the  lustration,  and  bidding  them  say,  *  Bad 
I  have  scaped,  and  better  I  have  found  ; '  priding  yourself  that 
no  one  ever  howled  so  lustily — and  I  believe  him !  for  don't 
suppose  that  he  who  speaks  so  loud  is  not  a  splendid  howler  ! 
In  the  daytime  you  led  your  noble  orgiasts,  crowned  with 
fennel  and  poplar,  through  the  highways,  squeezing  the  big- 
cheeked  serpents,  and  lifting  them  over  your  head,  and 
shouting  Euoe  Saboe,  and  capering  to  the  words  Hyes,  Attes, 
Attes  Hyes,  saluted  by  the  beldames  as  Leader,  Onductor, 
Chest- bearer,  Fan-bearer,  and  the  like,  getting  as  your  reward 
tarts  and  biscuits  and  rolls ;  for  which  any  man  might  well 
bless  himself  and  his  fortune." 

We  cannot  assume  that  iEschines  did  all  that  he  is  here 
accused  of ;  but  we  may  safely  conclude  that  the  description  of 
the  ritual  in  which  he  shared  is  fairly  exact.  The  deity  thus 
adored  wotdd  seem  to  have  been  the  Phrygian  Sabazius,  the 

^  Cf.  Juvenal,  Satir.  ii  92. 

«  Aleib,  18.  «  Pp.  259-60. 

*  Translation  of  C.  R.  Kennedy  (slightly  altered),  p.  94. 
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chthonic  Dionysus,  who  was  torn  to  pieces  by  enemies  and 
restored  to  life  again.  In  his  worship  we  find  all  the  accom- 
paniments of  Phrygian  worship  :  the  nightly  orgies,  the  frantic 
dances,  the  introduction  of  serpents  among  the  initiated,  the 
purification  by  water,  the  loud  and  discoidant  bowlings,  and 
the  repetitions  in  mummery  of  mythologic  legends  of  no 
elevating  or  even  decent  character.  We  can  scarcely  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  at  an  earlier  time  the  Athenians  had  put 
to  death  the  priestess  Ninos  for  celebrating  the  mysteries  of 
Sabazius.  Phryne  also,  the  noted  courtesan,  was  near  losing  her 
life  for  attempting  to  introduce  at  Athens  the  cultus  of  another 
deity  of  the  same  class,  called  by  Hyperides  ^  Isodaites. 

But  it  was  in  Macedonian  times  that  such  religious  cults 
obtained  the  widest  acceptance  in  Greece.  We  may  easily 
account  for  this  fact  by  the  increased  intercourse  with  Asia, 
the  number  of  foreigners  who  came  to  live  in  Greek  cities, 
and  further,  the  decay  of  the  national  religion,  which  left  the 
minds  of  the  people  open  to  all  sorts  of  irregular  enthusiasms. 
At  Athens  the  bulk  of  these  worships  had,  as  we  might  expect, 
their  headquarters  in  the  Piraeus,  among  the  marts  of  trade. 
Of  one  sect,  who  called  themselves  the  o^ccuvc?,  and  who  were 
attached  to  the  worship  of  the  Mother  of  the  Gods,  we  have 
considerable  lapidary  remains,  which  enlighten  us  as  to  the 
character  of  their  organisation  and  cultus. 

Greek  religion  was  essentially  a  thing  of  cities,  tribes,  and 
families.  According  to  the  ideas  of  the  people,  nothing  could 
be  more  unpleasing  to  the  regularly  constituted  deities  than 
to  be  approached  in  an  irregular  way  or  by  improper  people, 
strangers  or  slaves.  Dorians  were  not  allowed  even  to  enter 
the  temple  of  Athena  Polias  at  Athens;  hut  the  erani  were 
open  to  all  who  chose  to  join  them,  and  the  bulk  of  their 
members  were  freedmen,  strangers,  slaves,  and  women,  M'ho 
often  indeed  rose  to  the  highest  posts  in  them,  becoming  priests 
and  secretaries.  Two  conditions  alone  had  to  be  complied  with 
by  candidates  for  admission :  they  had  to  pay  a  subscription 
or  fee,  and  they  had  to  undergo  some  kind  of  test,  ^Kipjaxria^ 
This  test  was  conducted  by  the  officers  of  the  society,  and  its 
object  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  proposed  member  was 
ayi'os,  rucr€j8^s,  and  aya^os.  But  the  goodness  and  purity 
required  were  scarcely  of  a  moral  kind,  rather  merely  conven- 
tional and  ceremonial.  To  the  members  were  distributed  sacred 
emblems  or  tessarse,  which  they  secretly  carried  as  amulets. 

^  Ap.  Harpocration. 
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Something  must  be  said  as  to  the  organisation  of  the  erani 
and  thiasi  of  foreign  deities  which  existed  in  later  Greece.  We 
can  now  recover  knowledge  on  those  matters  from  a  variety 
of  inscriptions  found  in  Attica,  and  carefully  brought  together 
and  analysed  by  M.  P.  Foucart,  in  his  AssocicUiona  religieuses 
chez  les  GrecSj  an  excellent  work.  The  affairs  of  these  societies 
were  regulated  by  fixed  laws  and  traditions,  to  which  they 
adhered  with  persistency.  Such  matters  as  the  conditions  of 
membership,  the  amount  of  contribution,  the  times  of  assembly, 
the  employment  of  the  revenues  were  strictly  laid  down  and 
engraved  on  tables  of  stone,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  rewards 
to  be  bestowed  on  praiseworthy  officials,  and  punishments  re- 
served for  defaulting  members.  The  ritual  was  preserved  in 
sacred  books,  which  were  carefully  treasured  by  the  officials  and 
probably  accessible  to  them  alone.  But  within  this  written 
law  there  was  a  regular  democratic  organisation.  The  koivov, 
or  body  of  members,  mot  regularly  and  passed  decrees,  in  form 
similar  to  those  passed  by  cities  in  their  assemblies,  decrees 
which  were  binding  on  all  members.  The  Orgeones  of  the 
Pirseus  met  every  month,  probably  in  a  sacred  place  or  tc/a€i/os 
set  apart  for  the  purpose.  Women  and  men  were  alike  present ; 
all  voted,  and  any  could  speak  who  pleased.  Eesolutions  were 
submitted  in  writing,  and  if  there  was  nothing  in  them  opposed 
to  the  law  of  the  society,  might  be  carried.  And  as  in  the 
case  of  cities,  a  decree  passed  was  engraved  on  a  tablet  and  set 
up  in  some  appropriate  place  where  it  could  be  seen  by  all  con- 
cerned. The  magistrates  were  annually  elected,  and  they  too, 
like  civic  m^strates,  had  to  take  an  oath  on  assuming  office, 
and  to  give  an  account  of  their  behaviour  on  resigning  it.  But 
even  while  in  authority  they  were  anything  but  despots ;  and  if 
a  matter  of  any  importance  came  up  for  decision  as  to  which 
the  religious  books  were  silent,  it  would  be  settled  by  a  decree 
of  the  assembly. 

We  are  acquainted  with  the  titles  and  functions  of  the 
officials  elected  by  the  Orgeones  of  the  Piraeus.  They  had  a 
priest  and  priestess,  of  whom  the  former  received  the  skins  of 
male  animals  offered  in  sacrifice,  the  latter  those  of  female 
animak  But  the  priestess  was,  as  we  might  expect  in  the 
case  of  a  cultus  imported  from  Phrygia,  by  far  the  more  im- 
portant personage :  she  ruled  in  the  temple,  opened  it  on  set 
days,  and  r^ulated  the  behaviour  and  even  the  dress  of  those 
women  who  took  part  in  processions.  The  mysteries  and  the 
feast  of  Atys,  the  Phrygian  favourite  of  the  goddess,  were  under 
her  control,  and  it  required  in  her  no  little  tact  to  keep  in  good 
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humour  all  the  votaries.  The  ex-priestesses  formed  a  sort  of 
sacred  college  or  council,  and  from  among  them  were  chosen 
the  (oKopos,  who  was  the  assistant  of  the  priestess,  and  was 
usually  appointed  for  a  single  year,  though  we  hear  of  one 
zacoros,  Metrodora,^  who  was  exceptionally  appointed  for  life. 
Besides  these  functionaries,  we  hear  of  Upowoioi,  who  conducted 
the  sacrifices  and  collected  fees  in  connection  with  them ;  ciri^ 
fLcAi/rai,  who  sometimes  undertook  the  carrying  out  of  decrees 
of  the  assembly,  in  particular  of  honorary  decrees ;  a  treasurer, 
ra/uicas,  who  was  naturally  chosen  from  among  the  wealthy; 
and  a  secretary,  ypa/m/uuircvs. 

Many  of  the  erani  were  of  course  not  organised  with  anything 
like  so  much  completeness.  For  instance,  we  have  a  curious 
inscription  found  near  the  mines  of  Laurium,  which  records 
a  somewhat  bold  pretension  of  a  slave  who  worked  in  them : 
"  I,  Xanthus  ^  the  Lycian,  slave  of  Caius  Orbius,  established  a 
temple  of  M^n  Tyrannus  (a  Phrygian  moon*god)  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  god  himself.  No  one  is  to  enter  unpurified ; "  and 
he  proceeds  to  declare  on  what  terms  the  god  will  dispense  his 
favours  to  the  eranistsB,  and  in  what  manner  he  is  to  be  ap- 
proached. There  is  something  almost  sublime  in  such  preten- 
sions on  the  part  of  a  slave  of  the  mines.  And  this  slave, 
having  no  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a  sacred  place  or  the 
erection  of  a  shrine,  occupies  a  deserted  tomb  or  heroon,  and 
there  sets  up  the  graven  tables  which  contain  the  regulations 
of  the  worship  of  which  he  is  the  self-constituted  priest. 

This  cult  of  M6n  at  Laurium  is  of  late  date,  however,  and 
exceptional  character ;  usually  we  find  a  more  regular  constitu- 
tion. Commonly  the  general  control  was  vested  in  some  such 
officer  as  an  dp^iOuwiTrjs  or  an  dp)(€paviaTrJ9  or  ir/xxTran/s, 
with  priest,  Upoiroiol,  a  treasurer,  and  other  officers.  We  read 
of  one  Oiaa-os  at  Piraeus  which  paid  its  secretary ;  but  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases  the  officers  were  unpaid.  But  the 
organisation  of  different  societies  varied  greatly,  and  the  only 
general  rules  seem  to  be  these:*  (i)  there  was  no  hierarchy 
among  officers  ;  all  are  annual,  all  independent  one  of  another, 
and  responsible  directly  to  the  assembly  ;  (2)  there  is  no  distinc- 
tion of  civil  and  religious  functions.  The  same  man  may  be 
treasurer  and  priest  of  a  thiasus. 

The  rewards  bestowed  on  officers  by  the  assembly  were  such 
as  were  customary  in  civic  matters — an  encomium,  a  wreath,  a 
portrait ;  sometimes  also  a  dedication  was  made  in  their  name 

^  Foucart,  p.  24.  '  Foucartp  p.  219.  '  Foucart,  p.  33. 
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to  the  deity.  The  extreme  punishment  was  expulsion  from  the 
society.  Short  of  this  was  the  levying  of  a  fine  on  the  offender ; 
and  such  fine  was  legally  recoverable  at  Athens. 

We  come  next  to  the  question  of  the  legal  status  of  the  erani 
of  foreign  deities.  At  Athens  law  aided  them  through  en- 
forcing their  fines.  Freedom  of  association  was  fully  conceded 
at  Athens,  and  the  corporation  when  formed  could  hold  property 
like  an  individual,  and  could  prosecute  defaulting  members. 
The  law  of  Solon  is  explicit  in  this  matter,  stating  that  what- 
ever agreements  are  entered  into  by  club  or  phratria  or  eranos 
are  to  be  enforced,  Kvpiov  cfvai,  unless  they  contravene  the  laws 
of  the  state.  This  exception  is,  however,  important,  for  the 
Athenians,  although  they  accorded  full  rights  of  association  to 
all  citizens,  yet  severely  punished  the  unlicensed  introduction 
of  strange  deities  into  their  city.  Foreign  sojourners  at  Athens 
were  of  course  not  expected  to  give  up  their  own  deities  nor 
to  adopt  those  of  the  Athenians,  for  ancient  religion  was  tribal, 
and  no  Greek  city  wished  to  proselytise.  But  just  as  the  city 
had  the  right  to  expel  strange  men,  so  it  had  the  right  to  expel 
strange  deities  from  its  coasts.  Thus  a  decree  of  the  Senate 
and  the  people  was  necessary  in  order  to  grant  permission  for 
the  erection  of  a  temple  to  a  deity  previously  unrepresented. 
The  Athenians  usually  made  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  the 
request  of  resident  foreigners  when  they  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
erect  a  shrine  to  their  native  deity.  In  b.g.  333  the  Gitians 
were  allowed  to  erect  a  shrine  to  the  Syrian  Aphrodite ;  and  at 
that  time  there  already  existed  a  temple  of  Isis,  founded  by  the 
Egyptians  of  Athens.  But  on  the  other  hand  the  law  was 
extremely  severe  on  those  who  attempted,  without  legal  per- 
mission, to  introduce  the  worship  of  strange  gods,  more  especially 
if  the  person  so  offending  were  a  citizen.  The  testimony  of 
Josephus  on  this  point  is  explicit^  ''The  Athenians  put  to 
death  the  priestess  Ninos  on  the  accusation  that  she  initiated 
into  the  worship  of  strange  gods :  the  Athenian  laws  forbade 
this,  and  death  was  the  penalty  for  introducing  a  strange  god." 
In  the  case  of  Socrates  also,  as  is  well  known,  a  chief  point  in 
the  charge  on  which  he  was  capitally  condemned  was  that  he 
had  introduced  new  deities.  And  there  is  another  well-known 
story  as'  to  Fhryne,  that  she  was  accused  by  Euthias  of  intro- 
ducing strange  deities  into  Athens,  and  would  have  been 
condemned  to  death  but  for  the  stratagem  of  her  defender,  the 
orator  Hyperides,  who  tore  aside  her  garment  and  displayed  to 

1  Joseph.  Adv,  Apion,  ii  37. 
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the  jurors  the  beauty  of  her  breast,  on  which  they  acquitted 
her.  It  seems  certain,  therefore,  in  spite  of  the  opinion  of 
Schomann,  who  maintains  an  opposite  view,  that  death  was  the 
penalty  for  unauthorised  introduction  of  barbarian  deities  into 
Athens.  For  the  introduction  of  Hellenic  deities  obviously  no 
license  was  required,  nor  could  piety  of  that  kind  be  made 
into  a  crime. 

As  to  the  tendency  of  these  cults  and  their  moral  bearing, 
various  opinions  have  been  held.  Some  writers,  such  as  M. 
Wescher,^  are  inclined  to  see  in  them  much  of  good,  regarding 
them  as  a  revolt  against  the  deadness  of  the  outworn  Hellenic 
religion,  and  the  beginning  of  a  wider  and  higher  religious  life. 
Others,  such  as  M.  Foucart,  will  allow  but  little  to  be  said  in 
their  favour.  We  must  briefly  examine  the  evidence.  First, 
then,  it  has  been  maintained  that  the  thiasi  acted  as  benefit- 
clubs.  But  the  evidence  for  this  is  not  forthcoming.  The 
society  of  Orgeons  of  the  Pineus  seem  to  have  buried  dead 
members,  but  this  function  was  performed  towards  rich  and 
poor  alike,  and  seems  to  have  arisen  from  religious  rather  than 
social  motives.  There  is  no  record  in  the  inscriptions  of  any 
aid  oiTered  to  poor  or  unfortunate  members ;  and  it  would  seem 
that  an  equal  subscription  was  exacted  from  all.  There  was 
thus  nothing  in  thiasi  to  make  them  a  boon  to  the  poor.  There 
were  civil  erani  which  did  lend  money  to  members,  advanced  a 
ransom  to  redeem  those  captured  by  pirates,  and  so  forth  ;  but 
there  is  nothing  to  prove  that  purely  religious  erani  performed 
these  functions.  Secondly,  there  does  seem,  at  first  sight» 
something  in  the  regulations  of  these  irregular  religious  societies 
of  striving  after  purity  and  a  better  life.  The  votaries  tended 
by  iEschines  repeated,  "  Worse  have  I  scaped,  and  better  have 
I  found ; "  and  it  is  usually  laid  down  in  the  regulations  that  all 
who  take  part  in  the  religious  ceremonies  must  be  KaOapoi  and 
ayvot.  But  we  must  be  careful  not  to  put  too  much  of  modem 
meaning  into  these  phrases.  They  do  not  refer  to  moral  but 
to  ceremonial  and  oiitward  purity ;  they  do  not  mean  that  the 
votaiy  must  regulate  his  actions  and  feelings  by  a  high  standard ; 
but  that  he  must  have  cleansed  himself  in  specified  ways  from 
certain  acts  recognised  as  impure,  such  as  touching  a  corpse  or 
eating  onions.  That  real  purity  of  heart  was  acceptable  to  the 
gods  is  a  doctrine  which  always  existed  among  the  more 
intelligent  of  the  Greeks,  but  was  never  taken  in  by  the  lower 
classes,  and  especially  the  slaves,  who  constituted  the  miigority 

'  Rev%i£  Arehiologique,  1S64  and  1865. 
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of  members  of  these  societies.  Again,  the  religious  fervour  of 
the  sectaries  has  been  contrasted  with  the  dulness  and  weak- 
ness  of  more  staid  cults ;  and,  no  doubt,  in  the  later  days  of 
Greece,  the  old  Greek  religion  was  in  a  most  decrepit  state,  and 
real  belief  had  almost  departed  from  it  But  at  the  same  time 
the  way  in  which  the  votaries  of  Phrygian  and  Thracian  deities 
displayed  their  devotion  was  anything  but  attractive.  Frantic 
cries  and  wild  dances,  and  scenes  of  not  too  chaste  a  character, 
were  the  routine  of  their  service ;  and  the  priests  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  foretelling  of  the  future,  the  curing  of  diseases, 
and  the  administration  of  philtres,  arts  far  more  lucrative 
than  respectable,  and  worked  themselves  up  into  the  wild 
frenzies  which  impressed  the  minds  of  the  common  people,  but 
which  had  in  them  far  more  of  sensuous  than  of  spiritual 
excitement. 

The  opinion  of  the  wiser  among  the  ancients  was  altogether 
against  outlandish  cults.  I  have  already  stated  what  view  of 
them  was  taken  by  the  state.  In  the  LysistratOj  Aristophanes 
depicts  what  he  supposes  to  be  their  results  on  the  women. 
Their  chief  patronesses  were  Hetserae,  such  as  Phryne,  and  /  ,  L^UtU^' 
Aristion  Menander  and  Theophraatus  direct  against  them  the  ^rr^  nyM-^-^ 
keenest  shafts  of  their  polished  wit.  The  best  of  the  later 
Greek  writers  are  on  the  side  of  Plutarch  when  he  writes, 
"  Superstition  inspires  ludicrous  feelings  and  deeds,  words  and 
movements,  enchantments,  magic  ceremonies,  processions  to 
the  sound  of  the  drum,  cleansings  unclean,  and  purifications 
impure,  scourgings  and  tramplings  in  the  mire  in  the  temples 
illegal  and  barbarous."  ^ 

Their  barbarism  is  precisely  that  on  which  M.  Foucart  most 
dwells,  and  that  which  will  strike  a  modem  reader  conversant 
with  the  works  of  Herbert  Spencer  and  Tylor.  Among  all 
barbarous  tribes  we  find  mystic  ceremonies,  religious  mania, 
the  custom  of  producing  passionate  excitement,  and  ascribing 
to  men  in  that  condition  superhuman  powers,  and  a  nearer 
approach  to  the  deities.  We  should  expect  to  find  such  prac- 
tices in  connection  with  the  religions  of  Thrace  and  Phrygia, 
and  they  were  thence  imported  unchanged  into  Greece.  No 
doubt  barbarous  religion  spread  in  Greece,  because  there,  as  in 
most  countries,  there  was  a  lower  stratum  which  was  barbarous. 
The  mobs  of  Greek  cities,  says  M.  Foucart^  were  never  raised  to 
the  level  of  what  was  best  in  Greek  religion,  and  were  always 
sliding  back  to  what  was  worse,  and  they  found  in  extravagant 

* 

*  De  Superst,  12, 
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rites  and  furious  excitement  something  to  stir  their  dull  sus- 
ceptibilities, and  satisfy  their  coarse  spiritual  appetites. 

And  yet  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  so  harsh  a  judgment 
when  we  reflect  that  in  several  respects  the  thiasi  were  pre- 
cursors of  Christianity  and  opened  the  door  by  which  it 
entered.  If  they  belonged  to  a  lower  intellectual  level  than 
the  best  religion  of  Greece,  and  were  full  of  vulgarity  and 
imposture,  they  yet  had  in  them  certain  elements  of  progress, 
and  had  something  in  common  with  the  future  as  well  as  the 
past  history  of  mankind.  All  properly  Hellenic  religion  was 
a  tribal  thing,  belonged  to  the  state  and  the  race,  did  not 
proselytise,  nor  even  admit  foreign  converts ;  and  so  when  the 
barriers  which  divided  cities  were  pulled  down  it  sank  and 
decayed.  The  cultus  of  Sabazius  or  of  Cybele  was,  at  least, 
not  tribal:  it  sought  converts  among  all  ranks,  and  having 
found  them,  placed  them  on  a  level  before  the  god.  Slaves 
and  women  were  admitted  to  membership  and  to  office.  The 
idea  of  a  common  humanity,  scarcely  admitted  by  Greek 
philosophers  before  the  age  of  the  Stoics,  found  a  hold  among 
these  despised  sectaries,  who  learned  to  believe  that  men  of 
low  birth  and  foreign  extraction  might  be  in  divine  matters 
superior  to  the  wealthy  and  the  educated.  In  return  for  this 
great  lesson  we  may  pardon  them  much  foUy  and  much 
superstition. 


CHAPTER  V 

TEMPLE-RITUAL 

Nothing  is  better  calculated  to  impress  upon  us  the  difference 
between  ancient  and  modern  religion  than  a  comparison  of  our 
Christian  rituals  with  those  of  ancient  Greece.  Exhortations 
wherein  the  doctrines  of  the  religion  are  proclaimed,  and  the 
hearers  incited  to  the  leading  of  a  better  life,  those  sermons 
which,  especially  in  Protestant  churches,  are  so  prominent  in 
religious  service,  had  no  counterpart  in  ancient  ritual:  the 
prayers  and  the  hymns  which  make  up  the  chief  part  of  our 
services  were  far  less  developed  among  the  Greeks.  We  shall 
presently  set  forth  in  order  the  little  information  on  these 
subjects  which  ancient  writers  have  thought  it  worth  while  to 
give  us,  or  which  has  been  preserved  in  inscriptions.  On  the 
other  hand  the  act  of  sacrifice,  which  was  the  main  and  essential 
feature  of  ancient  religious  services,  exists  only  in  idealised 


TEMPLE-KITUAL  2  23 

form  in  modern  days,  and  tends  among  Protestants  almost 
entirely  to  disappear.  As  to  times  of  worship  we  find  the 
same  contrast  Except  at  the  great  festivals,  when  all  the  city 
turned  out  to  watch  the  processions  and  ceremonies,  the  people 
worshipped  in  families  and  septs  as  occasion  arose,  or  as  indi- 
viduals constantly  frequented  the  shrine  of  the  special  deities 
whom  they  supposed  to  have  taken  their  lives  in  charge. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  Greeks  had  no  word  appro- 
priated to  the  meaning  of  "  prayer : ''  evx^,  which  usually  does 
duty  for  it,  means  also  vow,  or  merely  wish,  or  even  curse.  Yet 
in  one  sense  it  is  more  distinctive  than  our  term  prayer,  since 
it  does  not  include  thanks  for  past  but  only  hopes  for  future 
favours.  Prayers  of  some  kind  must^  it  seems  certain,  have 
formed  part  of  every  sacrificial  ceremony,  and  we  are  the  more 
surprised  that  the  information  we  have  about  them  is  so  slight. 
Of  course  there  was  no  elaborate  ritual  at  any  Greek  temple, 
and  the  form  of  prayer  if  fixed  was  very  simple.  It  was  pre- 
served in  the  memory  of  the  priests,  or  if  committed  to  writing, 
written  only  in  the  sacred  books,  which  were  sedulously  hidden 
away.  Before  any  prayer  there  was  the  customary  Greek 
requisite  of  purification :  Penelope,  before  praying  to  Athena, 
washes  her  person  and  puts  on  clean  garments.^  Of  course  at 
sacrifices  this  condition  was  already  complied  with.  Slavish 
prostrations  were  by  the  Greeks  deemed  degrading  to  man  and 
unacceptable  to  the  gods :  the  suppliant  stood  merely  with  face 
and  hands  upraised  to  heaven  when  he  called  on  the  dwellers 
therein.  In  addressing  the  deities  of  the  sea,  he  might  merely 
stretch  his  arms  towards  the  waters,  as  Achilles  does  when  he 
calls  on  his  mother  Thetis.  And  when  the  beings  addressed 
were  those  of  the  nether  world,  the  suppliant  would  stretch  his 
hands  downwards  and  strike  the  earth  with  his  foot  to  attract 
the  attention  of  those  below. 

Yery  commonly  at  sacrifice  and  in  prayer  all  the  deities  were 
invoked  in  common,  or  a  list  of  them  recited,  beginning  with 
Hestia.  In  Homer  the  three  greatest  deities,  Zeus,  Athena, 
and  Apollo  are  addressed  together  on  some  occasions.  If  one 
deity  alone  were  invoked,  it  was  a  matter  of  ordinary  piety  to 
add  to  the  mention  of  his  name  some  description,  including  any 
other  designation  which  he  might  be  supposed  to  prefer.  '*  Zeus, 
whoever  he  be,  if  this  will  please  his  ears,  thus  I  address  him,'' 
exclaims  the  chorus  in  the  Agamenmon;  ^  and  it  was  customary 
to  add  some  such  phrase  as  "  whatever  name  pleases  thee  best." 

*  Od,  iv.  750.  '  L.  F55. 
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The  reason  of  this  lies  somewhat  deep  in  the  ideas  of  nations  of 
undeveloped  civilisation.  With  such,  the  name  is  a  sort  of  clue 
to  personality ;  nor  would  it  be  easy  more  thoroughly  to  offend 
a  barbarous  chief  than  by  addressing  him  by  a  name  of  which 
he  disapproved.  In  the  mysteries  various  deities  were  called 
upon  by  secret  names,  the  mere  utterance  of  which  by  the 
votaries  put  them  at  once  on  a  footing  of  intimacy  with  the 
god.  And  the  several  titles  which  Apollo,  Zeus,  Artemis  and 
other  deities  held  at  the  various  spots  devoted  to  them  were 
regarded  as  essential  to  the  local  cult. 

The  more  pious  of  the  Greeks  began  no  enterprise  without 
prayer.  "All  men,"  says  Plato,^  "who  have  any  decency,  in 
the  attempting  of  matters  great  or  small,  always  invoke  divine 
aid."  Ischomachus,  in  Xenophon's  CEconomiea,  before  he  sets 
about  the  training  of  his  wife,  offers  a  sacrifice  and  a  prayer 
that  his  instructions  may  be  good  for  both  husband  and  wifa 
Hesiod  ^  recommends  sacrifice  and  libation  night  and  morning, 
and  Plato  considers  it  natural  to  utter  a  prayer  at  the  rising 
and  setting  of  the  sun  and  the  moon.  The  libations  which 
accompanied  every  meal  were  with  many  the  occasion  of  prayer, 
though  more  often  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  taken  its 
place.  Nor  did  an  assembly  meet  in  Greece,  nor  an  army  take 
the  field  or  enter  into  battle,  nor  was  a  peace  or  treaty  concluded 
without  sacrifice  and  prayers,  the  latter  commonly  recited  in  a 
loud  voice  by  an  attendant  herald.  The  Greeks  had  a  prejudice 
against  prayer  uttered  in  a  low  voice.  Whether  it  was  that 
they  supposed  a  prayer  loudly  uttered  to  go  more  certainly  to 
its  destination,  or  whether  they  suspected  those  who  prayed  low 
to  be  uttering  things  unfit  to  be  heard,  we  cannot  say :  both 
reasons  may  have  carried  weight.  Certain  it  is  that  there  was 
among  the  Pythagoreans  a  rule  that  all  prayers  should  be  uttered 
aloud.  Only  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  for  evident  reasons, 
an  opposite  rule  prevailed :  Ajax  in  Homer  begs  the  Achaeans 
to  utter  silently  their  prayers  for  his  safety  in  his  combat  with 
Hector,  lest  the  Trojans  overhear.  A  greater  efficacy  was  lent 
to  a  supplication  when  the  petitioner  could  touch  or  kiss  a 
statue  of  his  deity  (bronze  statues  wei'e  sometimes  quite  worn 
down  with  kissing),  or  held  in  his  hand  something  belonging  to 
that  deity,  a  fillet,  a  twig  of  a  sacred  tree,  or  a  sacrificial  vessel 
Sometimes  the  petition  was  not  uttered  at  all,  but  written  on  a 
tablet  and  affixed  to  the  statue  of  a  deity  or  laid  on  his  knees, 

'  TKnuuut,  p.  27e.    The  words  are  given  to  Timaeua. 
'  Workt  and  Days,  1.  339. 
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The  Greek  usiially  prayed  for  certain  things  which  he 
wanted  and  which  he  hoped  to  get  through  divine  aid:  but 
of  course  the  more  refined  natures  coveted  nobler  things. 
The  first  prayer  which  comes  before  us  in  Greek  literature^ 
is  that  of  the  priest  Chryses  to  Apollo,  begging  for  vengeance 
on  the  Greeks  who  have  carried  off  his  daughter.  "If  ever 
I  built  a  temple  gracious  in  thine ,  eyes,  or  if  ever  I  burnt 
to  thee  fat  flesh  of  thighs  of  bulls  or  goats^  fulfil  thou  this 
my  desire:  let  the  Danaans  pay  by  thine  arrows  for  my 
tears ! "  The  prayer  of  the  ordinary  citizens  were  naturally 
for  health,  riches,  and  advancement.  "Who,"  says  Cicero,^ 
"  ever  thanked  the  gods  that  he  was  a  good  man  1 — men  are 
thankful  for  riches,  honour,  safety.  These  are  the  things  they 
beg  of  sovereign  Jupiter,  not  what  makes  us  just,  temperate, 
wi^e^  but  what  makes  us  safe,  sound,  rich,  and  prosperous." 
There  is  a  higher  and  more  manly  note  in  the  prayer  of 
Xenophon,^  which  asks  of  the  gods  health  and  strength  of 
body,  and  honour  in  the  city,  goodwill  in  friends,  in  war 
safety  with  honour,  and  wealth  which  grows  by  fair  means. 
This  probably  is  as  high  as  the  ideas  of  a  well-bom  and  well- 
bred  Greek  would  ordinarily  rise:  if  we  wish  for  anything 
nobler  we  must  turn  to  the  writings  of  the  philosophers. 
Socrates  in  Xenophon  prays  for  the  good  merely,  leaving  it 
to  the  gods  to  fix  what  was  good.^  In  Plato's  dialogues  he 
is  represented  as  agreeing  with  the  poet,  who  begs  Zeus  to 
grant  him  what  is  good  whether  he  asks  or  not,  and  to  keep 
from  him  the  evil  even  if  he  asks  it.^  But  prayers  like  these 
have  their  place  in  works  which  deal  with  the  history  of 
philosophy  rather  than  in  a  work  dealing  with  Greek  an- 
tiquities. They  were  not  part  of  any  ritual,  but  the  aspira- 
tions of  a  sublime  nature.  More  to  the  point,  because  it 
may  have  been  recited  at  religious  ceremonies,  is  the  petition 
quoted  with  admiration  by  Marcus  Aurelius,  "Rain,  rain, 
dear  Zeus,,  on  the  fields  of  the  Athenians  and  the  plains.'' 
"  In  truth,"  adds  the  Emperor,  "  we  ought  not  to  pray  at  all, 
or  we  ought  to  pray  in  this  simple  and  noble  fashion." 

A  prayer  appropriated  by  a  temple  and  worked  into  its 
services  would  naturally  fall  into  metre,  that  it  might  more 
easily  be  retained  in  the  memory  and  preserve  its  exact  form. 
All  ancient  and  traditional  prayers  seem  to  have  been  metrical. 

^  ILl  40,  Mr.  Leaf's  translation.  ^  De  Nat.  Deor,  ii.  36. 

'  (Econ,  xi.  8.  •  *  Xenoph.  Memor,  i.  3,  2. 

'  Aleib.  Seeund,  p.  143a. 
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They  may  thus  he  considered  as  hymns,  whether  they  were 
merely  recited  or  whether  they  were  accompanied  hy  the  lyre 
and  hy  dances.  The  more  elaborate  hymns,  such  as  those 
which  passed  in  antiquity  under  the  name  of  Homer,  and 
those  of  Stesichorus,  Pindar,  and  other  poets,  belong  not  to 
the  ordinary  services  of  temples,  but  altogether  to  religious 
festivals.  The  choruses  of  the  tragedians  frequently  contain 
hymns  to  the  gods ;  but  they  cannot  in  any  sense  be  said  to 
belong  to  ritual.  But  there  were  hymns  in  more  ordinary  use. 
Indeed,  we  possess  an  inscription  ^  from  Stratonicea  in  Caria 
in  which  the  hymns  of  daily  service,  and  those  belonging 
to  festivals  are  expressly  distinguished.  It  is  there  ordered 
that  thirty  boys  of  good  family  shall  be  selected  and  retained 
as  a  choir  of  Zeus  Panamerius  and  Hecate,  and  shall  be 
brought  daily  into  the  senate-house  under  the  charge  of  the 
psodonomus,  there  to  sing,  clad  in  white  and  crowned  with 
flowers,  an  ode  in  honour  of  these  two  deities.  A  separate 
chorus  is  to  be  selected  for  the  annual  hymn  ordered  by  ancient 
custom.  Comparatively  few  of  these  liturgical  hymns  have 
come  down  to  us,  and  those  which  survive  are  of  a  frigid 
kind.  The  hymn  of  Ariphron  to  Hygieia,  which  is  preserved 
to  us  both  in  an  inscription  and  in  the  text  of  Athenseus,^ 
is  a  fair  specimen.  Hymns  like  the  noble  appeal  of  Cleanthes 
to  Zeus  clearly  do  not  come  under  this  head. 

Our  knowledge  of  ancient  hymns  has  been  notably  enlarged 
by  the  results  of  recent  French  excavations  at  Delphi.*  Among 
the  inscriptions  thus  recovered  is  a  pasan  written  for  the  god 
by  Aristonous  of  Corinth,  and  fragments  of  a  hymn  containing 
triumphant  allusions  to  the  destruction  of  the  Gauls  at  Delphi 
in  B.G.  278,  soon  after  which  date  the  hymn  was  probably 
written.  Neither  of  these  compositions  possesses  much  literary 
merit;  but  to  the  second  attaches  extraordinary  interest,  be- 
cause it  is  set  to  music  which  is  inscribed  on  the  marble, 
and  has  been  in  part  recovered.  It  is  the  first  satisfactory 
evidence  which  has  reached  us  as  to  the  character  of  Greek 
music,  which  naturally  cannot  compare  with  that  of  modern 
days  in  science  or  elaboration,  but  yet  possesses  a  certain 
charm. 

In  judging  it  we  must  remember  that  with  the  Greeks 
music  was  wholly  subordinate  to  poetry,  and  that  as  an  art 
it   was  cultivated  neither   for   intellectual   pleasure  nor  for 

1  01  /.  2715.  »  C  /.  511  ;  Athen.  xv.  7020. 

'  Bulletin  de  Correap,  HelUnique,  1893. 
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sensuous  gratification,  but  with  an  ethical  purpose.  Anything 
which  corrupted  its  simplicity  was  condemned ;  and  the  more 
conservative  of  the  Greeks  resisted  even  the  raising  of  the 
number  of  strings  in  the  lyre  to  seven.  In  fact  the  essentially 
rhetorical  character  which  belongs  to  all  Greek  literature  and 
poetry,  and  even  to  the  plastic  art  of  antiquity,  is  even  more 
conspicuous  in  ancient  music. 

The  words  of  these  Apolline  hymns,  though  of  inferior 
literary  merits  resemble  the  appeals  to  the  gods  which  so 
frequently  burst  forth  in  the  choral  passages  of  the  plays  of 
the  great  Attic  tragedians,  and  bring  vividly  before  us  the  fact 
that  these  dramatic  performances  were  a  part  of  the  service 
of  the  gods,  and  that  an  appeal  to  them  in  the  theatre  of 
Athens  was  as  much  in  place  as  if  uttered  at  Delphi  or 
Olympia.  The  theatre  and  the  church  with  us  lie  far  apart ; 
but  it  was  not  so  among  the  Greeks,  nor  among  our  own 
ancestors  in  the  middle  ages. 

We  have  next  to  speak  of  what  may  be  termed  the  special 
services  of  Greek  religion,  as  opposed  to  the  daily  routine  of 
prayer  and  sacrifice.  These  special  services  comprise  not  only 
the  great  festivals  which  occupied  a  great  part  of  the  year  in 
aU  Greek  cities,  but  also  religious  ceremonies  gone  through  with 
a  special  object,  such  as  curses  and  oaths,  and  the  purifications 
which  both  persons  and  places  had  frequently  to  undergo. 

It  may  sound  strange  to  speak  of  curses  or  imprecations  as 
religious  ceremonies ;  but  they  were  such  in  Greece,  and  of 
great  value  to  the  commonwealth.  A  curse  was  a  sort  of  in- 
verted prayer,  implying  belief  in  the  gods  and  an  approach  to 
them  ;  only,  that  which  was  asked  of  them  was  not  good,  but 
eviL  Fortunately  the  evil  was  asked  in  a  mere  hypothetical 
way  in  most  cases :  the  curse  was  directed  not  against  some 
particular  person,  but  against  any  one  who  should  in  future 
violate  particular  ordinances.  There  are  many  rules  of  morality 
which  are  among  nations  of  imperfect  civilisation  scarcely  to  he 
enforced  by  legal  penalties ;  such  rules  the  Greeks  frequently 
placed  under  the  protection  of  the  deities,  solemnly  beseeching 
them  to  see  to  their  enforcement,  and  to  punish  all  trans- 
gressors. If  the  offence  was  sacrilege  against  a  particular  deity, 
that  deity  naturally  was  expected  to  be  active  in  his  own 
cause ;  in  other  cases  either  the  gods  in  general  were  invoked, 
or  frequently  Hades  and  Persephone,  or  the  Erinnyes  to  whom 
the  severe  punishment  of  mortals  naturally  belonged.  The 
priests  of  Zeus,  called  Bmsygsa,  at  Athens,  in  their  litany  invoked 
curses  against  those  who  refused  to  show  the  way  to  strangers, 
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refused  aid  in  kindling  fire,  polluted  fresh  water,  slew  a  plough- 
ing ox,  or  left  a  corpse  unburied.^  In  the  constitution  of 
Solon  ^  it  was  ordained  that  the  archon  every  year  should, 
under  a  penalty  of  loo  drachms,  proclaim  a  curse  against 
those  who  violated  the  law  against  export  of  produce,  from 
which  law,  only  oil  was  exempt.  We  still  possess  an  inscrip- 
tion from  Teos  '  which  denounces  bitter  curses  against  those 
who  transgress  the  ordinances  there  set  forth.  If  any  disobey 
the  magistrates  of  Teos,  or  if  any  of  the  magistrates  unjustly 
put  a  citizen  to  death,  or  if  any  person  prepares  poisonous 
draughts  for  any  Teian,  or  prevents  the  import  of  com,  he  and 
all  his  race  are  devoted  to  destruction  ;  not  clearly  by  the  laws 
of  the  state,  for  in  no  Greek  republic  could  laws  so  severe 
exists  but  by  the  laws  of  the  deities  who  watched  over  the 
commonwealth.  In  many  state  documents,  treaties,  and  the 
like,  where  human  law  cannot  be  invoked  to  punish  trans- 
gression, such  clauses  are  inserted. 

A  good  specimen  of  the  curse  with  political  intent  is  that 
recorded  by  iEschines^  as  pronounced  by  the  Amphictions 
against  those  who  should  attempt  to  violate  their  decree  which 
condemned  to  barrenness  the  lands  of  Cirrha.  "  If  any  trans- 
gress this  decree,  whether  city,  tribe,  or  person,  let  him  or  them 
be  accursed  in  the  name  of  Apollo,  Artemis,  Leto,  and  Athena 
Pronoea.  May  their  land  bear  no  fruit,  and  their  wives  bear 
not  children  like  their  parents,  but  monsters ;  and  their  cattle 
not  breed  according  to  their  wont.  And  may  they  have  the 
worser  part  in  war  and  law  and  trade,  and  themselves  perish, 
and  their  house  and  race;  and  may  they  never  bring  accep- 
table sacrifice  to  Apollo,  or  Artemis,  or  Leto,  or  Athena  Proncea  ; 
but  may  their  offerings  be  rejected." 

On  tombstones  of  later  period,  no  inscription  is  more  common 
than  that  which  invokes  a  curse  on  those  who  interfere  with 
the  dead  man  or  his  resting-place.  An  Attic  epitaph  ^  begins, 
'*  I  commit  this  tomb  to  the  chthonic  deities  to  guard,  to  Pluto 
and  Persephone  and  the  £rinnyes,  and  all  the  nether  gods," 
and  proceeds  to  implore  these  beings  to  afflict  any  person  who 
molests  or  injures  the  tomb,  with  fever  and  ague  and  other 
painful  diseases. 

But  curses  were  not  all  of  this  speculative  and  future  kind. 
In  the  Iliad  ^  Phoenix  relates  how,  when  he  had  ii^'ured  his 

^  Gf.  Diphilofl,  in  Athen.  vi.  35.  *  Plutarch,  SoUntf  chap.  24. 

•  C.  L  3044.  *  /n  Ctennfu  no. 

'  No.  2579  in  the  Corput  of  Kamanades.  ^  ix.  454. 
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father  Amyntor,  the  latter  uttered  a  deep  curse,  calling  on 
the  hateful  Erinnyes,  and  how  the  nether  ZeuB  (Hades)  and 
Persephone  brought  it  to  pass.  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of  Alci- 
blades,  gives  an  account  of  the  curse  pronounced  on  that 
general  at  Athens,  after  he  had  by  flight  escaped  from  the 
hands  of  the  law,  on  hearing  the  result  of  the  trial  held  in 
his  absence.  All  the  priests  and  priestesses  at  evening  pro* 
nouaced  against  him  a  solemn  malediction,  shaking  in  the 
air  a  red  cloth.  The  time  of  day  and  the  colour  of  the  cloth 
were  both  symbolical  of  the  death  to  which  they  devoted  him« 
Not  long  after,  however,  we  find  that  when  Alcibiades  returned 
in  triumph  to  Athens,  the  £umolpid»  and  the  heralds  with^ 
drew  all  the  curses  which  they  had  pronounced  -against  him, 
by  command  of  the  people.  At  Gnidus,  Sir  C.  Newton  found 
in  a  precinct  dedicated  to  Pluto,  Demeter,  Persephone,  and 
the  lower  deities  generally,  a  number  of  leaden  tablets  on 
which  were  graven  imprecations.  The  person  against  whom 
the  curse  was  directed,  was  in  these  documents  consigned  to  the 
vengeance  of  the  two  great  goddesses.  The  usual  formica  is, 
"May  he  or  she  never  find  Persephone  propitious,''  a  curse 
the  bearing  of  which  reaches  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  present 
life  into  that  beyond.  The  offences  which  brought  down 
these  terrible  curses  seem  in  magnitude  scarcely  proportioned 
to  the  punishmentb  *'  One  lady  denounces  the  person  who  has 
stolen  her  bracelet,  or  who  has  omitted  to  return  her  under- 
garments. Another  has  had  her  husband's  affections  stolen 
from  her;  and  one  much-injured  wife  invokes  curses  on  the 
person  who  accused  her  of  having  tried  to  poison  her  husband."  ^ 
On  a  leaden  tablet  found  in  an  Athenian  tomb,^  Hermes  and 
Qe  are  begged  to  punish  certain  persons  there  named.  Some^ 
times  the  imprecation  is  made  in  a  less  direct  way,  as  when 
plated  coins  were  dedicated  in  temples,  in  all  probability  to 
rouse  the  anger  of  the  gods  against  the  unknown  forger.  We 
have  a  very  curious  form  of  imprecation  from  the  temple 
of  Hera  Lacinia.^  A  woman  presents  to  the  goddess  three 
gold  coins  which  "Melita  has  borrowed  and  not  returned." 
The  coins  were  not  bodily  presented,  but  they  became  the 
property  of  the  goddess,  and  by  the  fact  of  dedication,  Melita 
became  indebted  to  her,  and  liable  to  pay  the  money  twelve- 
fold to  the  temple,  together  with  a  measure  of  incense. 

In  dealing  with  imprecations,  we  are  clearly  very  near  the 
border-line  which   divides   religion  from  sorcery.      Prayers, 

>  C.  T.  Newton,  Euays,  p.  193.  *  C.  I.  539.  •  C,  I.  5773. 
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oathe,  and  curses  all  gradually  rose  from  the  level  of  barbaioufl 
to  that  of  Hellenic  religion;  and  those  of  the  people  ivho 
were  at  a  lower  stage  of  culture,  kept  up  in  these  matters  the 
traditions  of  barbarism.  The  priest  and  the  wizard  are  alike 
descended  from  the  ancient  medicine-man,  the  one  representing 
the  higher  level  attained  by  the  race,  the  other  keeping  on 
the  old  level  or  sinking  below  it.  In  all  periods  of  Greek 
history,  the  magicians  and  witches  who  dealt  in  charms,  in- 
cantations, and  exorcisms,  drove  a  thriving  trade  by  flattering 
the  follies,  and  trading  on  the  weaknesses  of  the  many. 

Oaths  are  closely  connected  with  imprecations,  are  indeed 
only  a  variety  of  tiiem.  He  who  binds  himself  by  an  oath, 
invokes  on  himself  the  vengeance  of  some  deity  or  deities, 
unless  he  pierforms  his  promisa  It  is  true  that  oaths  were 
not  always  made  in  that  form ;  the  father  may  swear  by  his 
children,  the  king  by  his  sceptre,  the  warrior  by  his  sword« 
The  disguised  Odysseus^  swears  by  the  hospitable  table  and 
hearth  of  his  home.  But  in  these  cases  the  meaning  is  the 
same.  The  swearer  invokes  here,  too,  in  case  of  perjury, 
injury  on  the  thing  whereby  he  swears — that  the  children 
may  perish,  the  sceptre  be  disobeyed,  the  sword  break  in  the 
battle.  No  doubt  in  common  use,  oaths  not  directly  intro- 
ducing the  names  of  deities,  came  to  be  regarded  as  mere 
strong  asseverations.  And  for  this  reason,  when  an  oath  was 
seriously  taken,  its  meaning  was  carefully  made  dear.  In  the 
Jliad,  Agamemnon  swears  by  Zeus,  Helios,  Gsea,  and  the 
Erinnyes,  and  sometimes  includes  the  rivers  and  the  nether 
deities.  The  Homeric  gods  swear,  as  is  well  known,  by  the 
river  Styx.  Solon  ordered  oaths  to  be  taken  by  Hicesius, 
Catharsius,  and  Exacesterius,  which  names  we  must  take  as 
titles  or  appellations  of  Zeus,  rather  than  as  names  of  separate 
deities.  The  Athenian  Heliasts  swore  by  Apollo  Patrons, 
Demeter,  and  Zeus.  At  Sparta  they  mostly  swore  by  the 
Dioscuri;  at  Orchomenus,  in  Boeotia,  by  Alalcomenia  Thel- 
xinia  and  Aulis.  So  in  most  cities  or  districts  there  was 
some  deity  or  dsBmon  who  was  supposed  especially  fatal  to 
perjurers.  Very  frequently  oatlis  were  made  by  Uie  nether 
deities,  to  whom  the  punishment  of  men  naturally  belonged, 
and  sometimes  by  Horcus  (o/okos)  himself,  who  was  personified 
as  a  son  of  Zeus. 

Such  were  serious  oaths.  Among  the  Greeks,  as  among 
ourselves,  were  othei's  of  lighter  character — expressions  which 

*  Od,  xiv.  1591 
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had  the  form  of  oaths  without  the  meaning.  The  common 
oath  hy  Herakles  probably  had  little  meaning,  Herakles  not 
being  very  seriously  taken.  Socrates  swears  by  the  dog 
and  by  a  plane-tree,  Lampo  by  the  goose.  Indeed,  playful 
expressions  like  these  savoured  of  no  impiety — rather,  on  the 
contrary,  of  piety,  since  by  using  them  men  avoided  light  use 
of  the  names  of  deitiea 

Oaths  were  so  far  regarded  as  religious  that  they  were 
commonly  taken  in  temples  and  accompanied  by  special  service 
and  sacrifice.  The  lakes  of  the  Palici  in  Sicily  were  much 
resorted  to  by  those  who  took  oaths,  and  the  vengeance  of 
the  deities  was  said  to  be  so  swift  against  perjurers  that 
they  left  the  shrine  sightless.  In  Corinth  the  most  binding 
oaths  were  taken  in  the  underground  building  where  was  the 
tomb  of  Palffimon  or  Melicertes ;  and  at  Pheneus,  in  Arcadia, 
there  was  a  place  called  petroma,  by  the  temple  of  the  chthonian 
Demeter,  where  the  greatest  oaths  were  taken.  In  almost  all 
cases  the  temples  set  apart  for  the  taking  of  oaths  were  of  the 
nether  deities.  Justin  ^  tells  us  how  Ptolemy  Ceraunus,  wishing 
to  get  into  his  power  his  sister  Arsinoe,  swore  a  great  oath  that 
he  would  share  his  kingdom  with  her,  and  to  make  it  more 
sacred,  went  with  her  emissary  Dio  into  a  very  ancient  temple 
of  Zeus  in  Macedon  and  pronounced  the  oath,  holding  in  his 
hands  the  altar  and  the  statue  of  the  god.  The  attitude  of  the 
swearer  on  these  solemn  occasions  was  that  of  prayer ;  he  stood 
with  his  hands  stretched  to  heaven.  When  a  sacrifice  took  place 
— and  that  this  was  not  unusual  is  shown  by  the  use  of  the 
phrase  opKia  rifivtiv  for  taking  a  solemn  oath — it  was  conducted 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  sacrifices  to  Hades  and  kindred 
deities.  The  victim  was  cut  down,  and  its  blood  allowed  to 
flow  on  the  ground;  in  that  blood  the  swearer  bathed  his 
hands.  The  dead  body,  as  impure,  was  cast  into  the  sea. 
Sometimes  symbolical  ceremonies  were  substituted  for  the 
sacrifice.  Thus  the  people  of  Phocsea,  when  they  left  their 
city  and  swore  never  to  return,  sank  a  piece  of  iron  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea,  swearing  not  to  return  until  the  iron  came 
to  the  surface  again. 

A  solemn  oati^  was  a  necessary  part  of  all  treaties ;  and  when 
we  have  the  text  of  a  treaty,  this  usually  forms  a  part  of  it. 
£ach  contracting  state  calls  its  own  deities  to  witness ;  usually 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  was  set  up  in  the  chief  temple  of  each 
state,  where  its  text  was  constantly  under  the  eyes  of  the  gods 

^  ffi9t>  xxiv.  2. 
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invoked  in  it.  In  an  extant  treaty^  between  the  people  of 
Gortyna  and  Hierapytna,  the  oath  is  taken  by  Hestia,  Zeus 
Phratrius,  Zeus  Dicteeus,  Hera,  Athena  Oleria,  Athena  Polias, 
Athena  Salmonia,  Apollo  Py thins,  Leto,  Artemis,  Ares, 
Aphrodite,  the  Curetes,  Nymphs  and  Corybantes,  and  all 
gods  and  goddessea  In  the  treaty  between  Smyrna  and 
Magnesia,^  the  Magnesians  make  oath  by  Zeus,  G6,  Helios, 
Ares,  Athena  Areia,  Artemis  Tauropolos,  Mater  Sipylene,  Apollo 
of  Pandi,  and  all  other  deities,  while  the^Smyrnseans  swear 
by  the  same  string  of  deities,  only  substituting  Aphrodite 
Stratonicis  for  Apollo.  These  lists  are  of  considerable  historical 
value,  giving  us  a  notion  what  divinities  the  cities  who  made 
the  treaty  most  valued  and  respected  in  their  cults. 

A  variant  form  of  the  oath  is  the  ordeal,  which  did  not 

indeed  play  so  important  a  part  in  Greece  as  among  our  own 

barbarous  ancestors,  but  still  was  much  in  use.     At  Crathis,  in 

Achaia,  was  a  temple  of  Ge.     The  priestesses  who  held  office 

in  it  were  obliged  to  take  an  ordeal  of  chastity,  by  drinking 

bulls'  blood,  which  was  supposed  to  be  immediately  fatal  to 

.those  who  had  been  unchaste.'    The  locus  daasicus  on  the 

mJ^^fJUye     (subject  of  ordeals  is  in  the  Antigone  of  Sophocles,*  where  the 

I  watchman  narrates  how  eagerly  all  his  comrades  were  willing 

JPi^s  ^'^•^ )  to  go  through  tests  to  prove  that  they  had  taken  no  share  in  the 

S  ^^  '         burying  of  Polynices.    ^fuv  S'  h-oifioi  Kot  fivSpov^  atpeiv  x€polv, 

Kai  TTvp  Su/nrciv,  icai  $€Ovs  6pKii>fiOT€iVy  rh  fi^rc  Spaxraiy  &C 

The  Greeks  in  their  symbolical  language  called  Horcus  the 
son  of  Zeus,  and  the  founder  of  civic  order.  And,  in  fact, 
in  their  cities  every  person  who  held  any  office  took  an  oath, 
sometimes  took  it  again  and  again.  At  Sparta  oaths  were 
taken  every  month  ^  by  the  kings  not  to  transgress  the  laws, 
and  by  the  Ephors,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  to  support  them 
constantly  if  they  kept  their  oath.  The  kings  of  Epirus  and 
their  subjects  took  oaths  one  to  another.  The  Archons  of 
Athens,  the  Strategi,  the  Heliasts,  the  HellanodicsB  of  Olympia, 
and  magistrates  all  over  Greece,  took  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the 
existing  constitutions.  As  a  specimen  may  serve  the  6ath  of 
the  Heliasts  in  Demosthenes*  speech  against  Timocrates,*  which, 
after  entering  into  the  utmost  detail  of  their  office,  declares 
that  they  will  not  take  bribes  or  be  partial,  calls  on  Zeus 
Poseidon  and  Demeter  to  witness,  and  begs  that  their  future 

1  a  /.  2555.  2  C.  I.  3137.    The  stone  is  at  Oxford. 

3  Pau8.  vii.  25,  I3«  ^  Line  264. 

•  Xenoph.  De  Rep,  Lac,  15.  'P.  746. 
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prodperity  and  adversity  may  depend  on  their  abiding  or  not 
abiding  by  the  words  of  the  oath.  Even  those  who  held  no 
Btate-otfice  could  not  escape  oaths.  In  every  legal  trial  an 
oath  was  required  alike  of  prosecutor  and  defendant ;  every 
witness  had  to  swear  to  that  which  he  asserted ;  every 
competitor  in  any  sacred  games  had  to  take  an  oath  that  he 
would  strive  for  the  prize  fairly.  Even  the  ordinary  citizens 
of  Athens  on  reaching  the  ephebic  age  had  to  take  a  solemn 
oath  to  bear  arms  honourably  in  defence  of  state  and  religion, 
to  go  forth  if  appointed  by  lot  as  colonists,  and  to  obey  the 
laws  and  be  submissive  to  those  in  offica 

If  it  be  asked  what  the  result  of  all  this  swearing  was,  the 
answer  must  be  that  it  produced  continual  perjury  and  a  habit 
of  bad  faith.  Plato  in  the  Laws  ^  praises  Khadamanthys  for 
having  introduced  in  law-suits  a  speedy  mode  of  settlement  by 
making  the  parties  concerned  take  oaths ;  but  he  adds  that 
such  a  proceeding,  though  suited  to  an  age  of  honour  and 
simplicity,  was  in  his  own  day  unsuitable,  since  some  people 
denied  the  existence  of  the  gods,  others  thought  that  they 
existed  indeed  but  cared  nought  for  human  affairs;  but  the 
baser  sort,  who  were  also  the  majority,  thought  that  the  gods 
co^ld  be  easily  persuaded  by  sacrifices  and  flatteries  to  forgive 
them  for  any  perjuries  they  might  commit.  Plato  would 
therefore  do  away  with  oaths.  And  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
Athenian  custom  of  making  oaths  compulsory  at  every  turn 
must  have  thoroughly  familiarised  the  people  with  the  sight 
and  the  habit  of  perjury.  And  if  this  was  the  case  in  the 
time  of  Plato,  and  among  the  Athenians  who  were  of  better 
faith  than  most  of  the  Greeks,  we  may  easily  imagine  that 
among  the  dissolute  Greeks  of  Asia  and  Italy  perjury  was  quite 
a  usual  habit  To  Dionysius  of  Syracuse  is  attributed  the 
saying  that  boys  were  to  be  cheated  with  knuckle-bones,  and 
men  with  oaths.  Even  the  Spartans  were  more  lax  in  this 
respect,  if  we  may  trust  Attic  writers,  than  in  other  parts  of 
morality.  Only  in  the  age  after  Alexander  oaths  almost  ceased 
to  deceive,  because  everybody  had  ceased  to  believe  in  their 
being  kept ;  and  Grseca  fldes  was  to  the  Eomans,  at  that  time 
of  sterner  morality,  equivalent  to  faithlessness. 

Those  who  find  the  origin  of  sacrifice  in  the  desire  of  a  clan 
to  renew  its  common  life  with  its  deity  or  totem,  find  a  parallel 
explanation  of  the  origin  of  purification.  As  Robertson  Smith 
writes,*  "Primarily  purification  means  the  application  to  the 

*  P.  948,  '  Jtdi^ion  of  the  SemiUSi  i.  p.  405. 
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person  of  some  medium  which  remoYes  a  tahoo,  and  enables 
the  person  purified  to  mingle  freely  in  the  ordinary  life  of 
his  fellowa"  There  are  many  ways  in  which  man  or  woman 
can  come  in  contact  with  what  is  forbidden,  and  so  acquire 
ceremonial  uncleanness,  by  childbirth,  contact  with  the  dead 
or  the  like,  or  by  the  commission  of  some  marked  o£fence 
against  the  community.  In  such  case  the  impurity  has  to  be 
removed  before  the  unclean  person  can  mix  with  the  life  of  ttie 
clan,  and  still  more  before  he  can  venture  to  approach  the  sacred 
beings  who  are  the  protectors  and  source  of  the  common  life. 

Purifications  are  a  marked  feature  of  the  Levitical  code  of 
the  Hebrews,  and  sufficiently  familiar  to  all  readers  of  the 
Bible.  In  Greece  they  belong  in  a  special  degree  to  the  cult 
of  Apollo  which  had  its  centre  at  Delphi,  and  to  the  more 
mystic  cult  of  Dionysus,  in  which  lustrations  were  a  prominent 
feature.  In  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey  this  phase  of  religious  cult 
is  scarcely  visible.  As  it  is  deeply  rooted  in  all  lands  in  the 
thought  and  feeling  of  barbarians,  we  must  suppose  that  for 
some  reason  the  Greek  aristocracy  of  whom  the  Homeric  poems 
treat  had  escaped  from  its  influence.  But  in  historic  Greece, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  abundant  evidence  of  its  power. 

Purifications  may  be  divided  into  two  kinds,  those  which 
were  merely  coremonial  and  formal,  and  those  which  partook 
rather  of  the  nature  of  expiation  and  implied  a  sense  of  guilt. 
The  former  kind  is  easily  explicable,  whether  the  account  above 
given  of  its  origin  be  correct  or  not.  It  was  quite  in  accord 
with  the  Greek  nature  to  consider  any  uncleanness  as  unfitting 
a  worshipper  to  enter  into  the  presence  of  the  gods.  This 
dictated  the  custom  already  mentioned  of  placing  water  at  the 
doors  of  temples,  that  aU  who  |)assed  in  might  sprinkle  them- 
selves and  so  be  ceremonially  purged.  The  water  used  for  this 
pur])O80  should  be  either  running  or  else  salt.  Salt  water  was 
considered  as  especially  cleansing ;  and  for  ceremonial  sprink- 
ling, water  was  fetched  from  the  sea,  or  salt  was  mingled  with 
fresli  water.  In  the  same  way,  as  the  contact  of  a  corpse  made 
a  person  unclean,  a  bowl  of  water  was  placed  at  the  door  of 
the  house  where  a  dead  man  lay,  in  order  that  all  who  passed 
out  might  sprinkle  themselves  and  do  away  with  the  impurity. 
Women  on  bringing  forth  children  were  at  once  formally 
impure,  and  had  to  absent  themselves  for  forty  days  from  the 
temples  of  the  gods,  after  which  they  were  purified,  and  brought 
an  offering  to  Hestia  or  to  Artemis,  goddess  of  delivery ;  the 
new-born  child  was  also  submitted  to  a  ceremony  of  purifica- 
tion by  fire.     At  Delos  means  were  taken  to  remove  at  once 
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to  another  island  any  person  in  a  dangerous  illness,  or  any 
woman  about  to  bear  a  child,  in  order  that  the  sacred  island  of 
Apollo  should  not  be  polluted  by  death  or  by  childbirth.  In 
later  purifications  there  is  a  mixture  of  hygiene  with  religion ; 
and  corporeal  cleansing  accompanied  that  which  was  merely 
ceremonial ;  but  this  idea  seems  foreign  to  the  barbarian. 

In  cases,  however,  in  which  the  impurity  to  be  removed  was 
not  merely  ceremonial,  but  deeper  and  connected  with  the  feel- 
ings of  guilt  and  transgression,  mere  cleansing  with  water  or 
fire  did  not  suffice,  and  some  expiatory  sacrifice,  involving  the 
shedding  of  blood,  was  necessary.  Of  such  expiatory  sacrifices 
we  will  treat  in  the  next  chapter. 


CHAPTEE  VI 

SACRIFICE 

In  all  ancient  cult,  by  far  the  most  important  place  is  occupied 
by  sacrifice.  This  is  at  once  the  most  primitive  and  the  most 
usual  nieans  by  which  relations  were  established  between  wor- 
shipper and  worshipped.  Of  late  years  the  researches  of  an- 
thropologists, and  especially  of  Mr.  Robertson  Smith,  have  been 
largiely  devoted  to  the  origin  and  history  of  sacrifice,^  and 
although  it  must  be  allowed  that  these  investigations  leave 
much  obscure  and  unintelligible,  yet  they  are  successful  in 
laying  down  the  main  outlines  of  the  subject,  and  in  explain- 
ing many  phenomena  which  had  hitherto  remained  inexplicable. 
It  is  impossible  here  to  enter  into  the  very  obscure  and 
difficult  question  of  the  origins  of  sacrifice,  which  lie  beyond 
the  domain  of  history.  Mr.  Robertson  Smith  seeks  those 
origins  in  the  idea  of  a  common  life  belonging  to  all  the 
members  of  a  clan,  and  shared  by  them  with  their  deity,  or 
rather  with  their  totem,  which  was  commonly  an  animal  held 
sacred  by  the  clan,  and  regarded  as  closely  diin  to  it.  Such 
totem  was  not  only  propitiated  by  offerings,  but  its  life  was 
also  held  sacred  ;  and  only  on  rare  and  solemn  occasions  was  a 
totem  animal  slain,  in  order  that,  by  partaking  of  its  blood  or 
life,  the  members  of  the  clan  might  renew  their  sacred  kinship. 


A  See  eBpecially  Tylor,  Primitive  Culture;  W.  R.  Smith,  Tlie  ReLigum 
of  the  Semiies,  and  the  article  Sacrifice  in  the  Encyelopcedia  Britanniea ; 
J.  G.  Frazer,  The  QoUkn  Bough. 
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But  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  totemism  is  as  yet  unexplained ; 
and  though  it  cannot  he  douhted  that  the  ideas  it  emhodies  are 
a  vera  causa  in  relation  to  many  customs  of  primitive  religion, 
yet  their  influence  may  easily  he  exaggerated.  For  example, 
Mr.  Rohertson  Smith  observes  ^  that  the  custom  of  bringing  food 
to  the  gods  seems  to  have  originated  in  the  offering  of  food  to 
sacred  animals,  "  for  in  totemism  the  gifts  laid  before  the  sacred 
animals  are  actually  eaten."  This,  however,  is  not  borne  out 
by  the  evidence.  It  is  far  more  probable  that  the  offering  of 
food  to  the  gods  arose  out  of  the  cultus  of  the  dead,  the  dead 
being  supposed  to  require  sustentation  as  well  as  the  living. 

Without,  however,  going  deeper  into  these  matters,  we 
cannot  do  better  than  adopt  the  valuable  and  luminous  division 
originated  by  Mr.  Robertson  Smith  ^  of  sacrifices  into  three 
classes:  (i)  honorific  or  donatory  ;  (2)  piacular;  (3)  mystic. 

No  doubt  a  confusion  between  the  kinds  of  sacrifice  was 
usual  in  many  times  and  places.  Certainly  in  Greek  ritual,  as 
it  has  come  down  to  us,  such  confusion  prevails.  Nevertheless 
it  tends  greatly  to  clearness  and  to  a  right  apprehension  of  the 
facts,  if  we  try,  so  far  as  possible,  to  regard  donatory,  piacular, 
and  mystic  offerings  as  distinct  in  kind. 

(i)  Donatory  Sacrifices, — The  Greeks,  as  far  back  as  we  can 
trace  them  in  history,  regarded  their  deities  as  in  most  respects 
like  men,  and  like  men,  in  particular,  in  their  desire  of  food 
and  drink,  as  well  as  garments,  vessels,  and  other  spoil.  There 
is  a  well-known  line  perhaps  of  Hesiod  :  * — 

Aiapa  O€ov<s  irci^ct,  ScDp'  ai6oiovs  Pao'ikrjas. 

Coupling  this  with  the  well-known  fact  that  all  sacrifices  laid 
upon  the  altar  were  originally  regarded  as  the  immediate  food 
of  the  gods,  we  have  a  ready  explanation  of  many  sacrifices. 
As  the  early  Greeks  built  for  the  gods  houses  like  those  of 
their  chiefs,  so  they  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  them  food 
and  drink,  to  lay  fruits  on  their  tables,  and  to  please  their 
nostrils  with  the  sweet  scent  of  incense.  They  thought  the 
gods  to  have  appetites  like  their  own,  and  hoped  by  satisfy- 
ing their  desires  to  win  favour  and  help  to  themselves.  This 
idea,  when  fully  worked  out,  will  account  for  many  facts  re- 
garding Greek  sacrifice. 

1  Rdigion  of  ike  Semites^  p.  212.  The  fact  that  the  clan  totems  of 
savages  are  sometimes  not  animals  tells  strongly  against  the  views  of  this 
book. 

«  Eneyd,  Brii,,  art.  Sacrifice,  '  In  Plato,  BepubL  iii.  p.  39a 
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At  first  the  sacrifice  was  very  literally  rendered.  Sometimes 
the  victim  was  so  slain  that  its  hlood  ran  on  to  the  sacred 
stone  or  tree,  which  was  in  many  places  the  visible  embodiment 
of  the  divine  presence,  or  the  wine  of  the  offering  was  poured 
into  the  ground  whereon  these  fetishes  stood.  Sometimes  the 
sacrificial  offering  was  burned  whole,  as  a  holocaust.  But 
usages  arose  whereby  the  burning  was  partiaL  Certain  portions 
only  were  set  aside  for  the  gods,  and  the  rest  served  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  officiating  priests,  who  devoured  it  as  the 
representatives  of  their  deity.  In  later  times  this  priestly 
share  was  often  sold  in  the  markets  as  ordinary  food.  The 
frugal  Greeks  would  seldom  slay  an  ox  or  sheep  merely  for 
eating,  so  that  they  partook  of  fresh  meat  mainly  in  connection 
with  Uie  numerous  sacrifices.  In  time  the  pleasure  of  the  gods 
in  food  and  drink  was  taken  less  and  less' literally  by  the 
peopla  In  Homer,  great  deities  like  Zeus  and  Poseidon  are 
spoken  of  as  revelling  in  the  enjoyment  of  sacrifice.  In  the 
fLrst  book  of  the  Jliad  Chryses  recalls  to  Apollo  all  the  rich 
sacrifices  which  he  has  enjoyed  at  the  hands  of  his  priest,  and 
claims  in  return  the  aid  of  the  god  against  the  sons  of  Atreus. 
Hesiod  takes,  if  possible,  a  still  lower  view  of  the  divine  nature  : ' 
the  gods  according  to  him  are  as  open  to  bribery  as  the  chiefs 
themselves.  This  view  is  not  far  removed  from  that  of  the 
Hindus,  who  suppose  that  sacrifices  and  prayers  to  the  gods 
confer  on  the  votary  a  distinct  right  to  his  aid  when  occasion 
arises.  In  later  Greece,  and  among  the  more  educated  classes, 
we  find  a  different  feeling.  ''Kot  even  a  good  man,''  says 
Plato  in  the  Law9^  "  will  receive  gifts  from  the  wicked,  still 
less  the  gods  :  all  the  pains  which  the  wicked  take  to  conciliate 
them  are  thrown  away."  There  was  then  more  of  that  feeling 
which  Schomann^  lays  at  the  root  of  sacrifice,  that  the  gods 
deserve  the  best  we  have  to  offer,  the  feeling  which  makes 
men  anxious  to  give  the  earliest  and  best  of  the  things  which 
come  to  them  to  the  gods,  such  gifts  as  first-fruits,  and  beautiful 
flowers,  and  unblemished  animals. 

We  must  distinguish  between  things  dedicated  to  the  gods 
and  sacrifices  proper.  A  thing  dedicated  remained  in  the 
house  of  the  god  as  a  continual  possession ;  the  thing  sacrificed 
was  used  up  for  his  immediate  pleasure.  We  may  find  gifts 
of  a  character  intermediate  between  the  two.  Such  are  the 
com  and  fruits  which  were  continually  in  many  temples  laid 
on  the  table  before  the  deity,  and  which,  not  being  consumed, 

^  iiL  p.  7i6«.  ^  Or,  AlUrthiimert  ii.  p.  212. 
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in  time  fell  to  the  priests.  Such  we  may  consider  coins  thrown 
into  a  well  for  the  benefit  of  some  deity,  or  hair  cut  off  in  his 
honour,  on  some  event  of  life.  Hence  the  ancients  speak  of 
fireless  offerings,  airvpa;  and  of  things  which  were  actually 
sacrificed,  some  were  not  consumed  with  fire.  Wine  and  milk 
in  libations  were  merely  poured  on  the  ground,  and  horses 
were  driven  alive  into  sea  or  river  and  so  drowned.  Still  the 
great  intermediary  between  gods  and  men  was  fire.  All  primi- 
tive people  hold  fire  in  the  greatest  reverence.  It  is  the  means 
of  all  the  comfort  of  life,  the  greatest  and  most  perfect  of 
purifying  powers,  irresistible  in  its  wrath,  and  of  infinite 
service  to  man  in  warming  his  hut,  cooking  his  food,  moulding 
his  weapons.  In  the  Yedas,  Agni  is  among  the  greatest  of 
the  gods,  and  the  representative  and  messenger  of  the  rest; 
receiving  gifts  from  men  and  transporting  them  in  vaporous 
form  to  the  abode  of  the  deities.  Hestia,  the  household  fire, 
was,  as  we  have  seen  in  a  previous  chapter,  held  in  high  honour 
among  the  early  Greeks,  and  received  a  share  in  their  food  and 
drink.  Thus  it  was  by  no  chance,  but  in  accord  with  a  deep 
principle  of  human  nature,  that  things  presented  to  the  gods 
were  submitted  to  the  action  of  fire.  And  it  was  supposed 
that  as  they  passed  away  and  disappeared  from  earth,  they  were 
received  and  enjoyed  by  the  deities  hovering  about  the  altar, 
and  invisibly  present  at  the  sacrifice. 

Plato  in  the  Lawsy^  and  after  him  Porphyry,  maintains  that 
the  earliest  offerings  in  Greece  were  of  the  kind  called  bloodless. 
It  is,  however,  probable  that  this  was  an  ungrounded  theory  of 
rationalising  philosophers.  Of  this  class  were  fruits,  and  the 
first-fruits  of  the  crops,  which  were  sometimes  consumed  with 
fire.  Bread  and  cakes  were  also  sometimes  offered  on  the  altars, 
moulded  into  the  form  of  victims  and  burned  in  their  place, 
but  in  this  instance  it  is  evident  that  the  bloodless  sacrifice  was 
a  mere  substitute  for  that  in  which  blood  was  shed.  The  term 
bloodless,  dvat/ios,  also  applies  to  the  various  sorts  of  libation 
which  were  offered  either  at  the  time  of  sacrifice,  or  in  the  course 
of  ordinary  meals.  As  vegetable  sacrifices  were  considered  more 
primitive  and  pure  than  animal  sacrifices,^  so  libations  of  honey 
and  milk  were  reckoned  purer  than  those  of  wine.  And 
though  wine  was  the  common  matter  of  libations,  and  even 
unmixed  wine,  which  was  poured  to  the  deities  by  those  who 


^  VI.  p.  782 <5. 

'  The  oppoBite  idea  seem  11  to  have  been  current  among  the  Jews  :  Genesis 
Iv.  3,  4. 
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themselves  drank  only  wine  mixed  with  water,  yet  there  were 
certain  deities  to  whom  wine  was  not  offered.  The  Eleans^ 
offered  wine  to  all  deities  save  the  Arcadian  Despoena  and  the 
Kymphs.  And  generally  virgin  deities,  like  the  Hours,  Muses, 
and  the  daughters  of  &echtheus,  were  regaled  with  no  wine, 
hut  with  honey,  oil,  and  milk.  There  were  here  and  there  in 
Greece  altars  on  which  only  hloodless  offerings,  fruits  and 
hread,  and  incense  and  the  like  could  he  offered  :  such  altars 
as  that  of  the  "  Pious  "  at  Delos,  and  that  of  Zeus  Hypatus  at 
Athens.  And  at  certain  feasts  animal  sacrifices  were  not  in 
vogue,  in  the  Diasia,  for  instance,  at  Athens,  when  animals  of 
hreadstuffs  were  offered  to  the  reconciling  Zeus,  Zw  MciAi^ios. 

In  donatory  sacrifice,  men  naturally  gave  to  the  gods  the 
animals  which  they  themselves  used  as  food — the  ox,  which 
was  of  course  the  noblest  of  victims,  the  sheep,  goat,  pig,  or 
fowl  most  commonly.  Two  or  three  of  these  were  often  com- 
bined in  a  single  soorifice,  as  in  the  Roman  suovetaurilia,  or 
the  annual  sacrifices  to  Herakles  at  Thebes  and  elsewhere,  con- 
sisting of  bull,  ram,  and  goat  In  Homer  we  do  not  read  of 
the  sacrifice  of  any  but  domestic  animals,  and  this  would  seem 
a  natural  custom,  men  giving  to  the  gods  the  fiesh  Which  they 
themselves  preferred.  Swine  were  the  chief  food  of  the  Greeks 
themselves  in  early  times,  and  so  they  remained  usual  in  more 
primitive  cults. 

(2)  Piacular  Sacrifices. — These  are  offerings  made  to  the 
gods,  especially  the  gods  of  the  nether  world,  wlien  in  any 
way  the  normd  relations  of  man  to  the  spiritual  powers  of  the 
world  are  disturbed. 

Of  the  mere  ceremonial  purifications  which  preceded  any 
approach  to  the  gods  I  have  already  spoken,  but  the  purifica- 
tion which  involved  sacrifice  was  reserved  for  this  place.  The 
animal  offered  on  such  occasion  was  a  pig,  perhaps  because  of 
the  normal  dedication  of  that  animal  to  the  nether  deities. 
The  Hellanodic8B  and  the  women  chosen  to  weave  the  annual 
peplos  for  Hera  at  Olympia,  cleansed  themselves  before  entering 
on  their  office  in  water  from  the  spring  Piera,^  and  sacrificed 
a  pig.  Before  the  beginning  of  business  in  the  Athenian 
assembly  a  pair  of  pigs  was  sacrificed,  and  the  seats  sprinkled 
with  their  blood,  in  order  to  remove  any  hidden  impurity  in 
any  of  the  citizens.  On  one  occasion  as  the  Athenians  were 
assembled,  news  was  brought  to  them  of  the  terrible  massacre 
by  the  democratic  party  at  Argos,  in  which  twelve  hundred 

^  PaM.  V.  15,  10.  *  PauB.  tr.  16,  a 
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of  their  opponents  had  fallen  ;  and  the  assembly,  struck  with 
horror,  ordered  the  purificatory  ceremonies  with  which  the 
sitting  had  begun  to  be  repeated,  considering  that  the  mere 
hearing  of  such  horrors  brought  a  kind  of  pollution.  A  cere- 
mony of  the  same  nature  took  place  at  the  beginning  of 
dramatic  displays,  and  of  the  various  religious  ceremonies. 
In  some  places  a  dog,  the  favourite  of  Hecate,  was  put  instead 
of  the  pig  in  such  sacrifices  :  in  Boeotia,  for  instance,  dogs  were 
slain  and  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  people  walked  between  their 
scattered  limbs.  Purification  by  bathing  and  the  sacrifice  of  a  pig 
was  necessary  before  one  partook  of  the  Mysteries  of  Eleusis. 

We  must  distinguish  from  such  customary  purifications  those 
intended  really  to  appease  the  wrath  .of  the  gods.  When  a 
Greek  had  the  consciousness  of  having  committed  a  crime  he 
sought  means  to  propitiate  the  deities  he  had  offended  and  to 
recover  divine  favour.  If  he  fell  into  any  misfortune  he  would 
scatcely  fail  to  suppose  that  it  came  upon  him  as  a  punishment 
for  misdoing,  and  be  eager  to  remove  the  cause.  Even  an  evil 
dream  or  an  omen  which  he  considered  unfortunate  would  make 
him  feel  that  he  was  out  of  favour  with  heaven  and  needed  to 
be  reconciled.  So  a  state  which  was  visited  with  any  calamity 
in  war  or  an  epidemic  sickness  would  apply  to  priest  or  sooth- 
sayer or  oracle  to  discover  by  what  moans  it  could  regain  the 
lost  favour  of  heaven.  And  if  this  feeling  arose  in  the  breasts 
of  those  who  had  no  s]:)ecial  consciousness  of  wrong-doing,  far 
more  did  it  harass  and  oppress  those,  whether  individualB  or 
communities,  who  were  aware  that  they  had  committed  some 
crime  and  incurred  the  just  wrath  of  heaven. 

It  is  remarked  by  several  writers  that  the  idea  of  divine 
anger  being  kindled  by  the  shedding  of  blood  and  needing  to  be 
propitiated  is  absent  from  the  Homeric  poems.  The  Homeric 
heroes  think  that  they  have  sufficiently  atoned  for  a  crime 
when  they  compensate  the  sufl*erers  and  acknowledge  that  they 
were  in  the  wrong.  It  was  probably  the  Apolline  religion 
which  first  made  usual  in  Greece  those  ideas  of  the  necessity 
of  purification  after  bloodshed  which  wore  so  usual  in  later 
Greece.  These  ideas  were  indeed  somewhat  undeveloped.  The 
Greeks  seem  to  have  made  but  small  distinction,  as  regards 
need  of  expiation,  between  intentional  and  unintentional  homi- 
cide :  they  regarded  both  alike  as  incurring  the  displeasure  of 
heaven,  and  as  requiring  the  intervention  of  Apollo.  If  the 
man  who  slew  without  malice  was  less  to  be  blamed  than  the 
intentional  slayer,  yet  his  misfortune  would  not  be  possible 
unless  he  had  by  some  means  forfeited  divine  good-will. 
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In  phenomena  such  as  these  we  see  the  survival  of  notions 
with  which  the  student  of  primitive  man  is  sufficiently  familiar. 
Among  savage  clans  the  slaying  of  any  one  outside  the  clan 
is  no  crime,  though  of  course  it  is  the  source  of  a  blood 
feud  between  the  slayer  and  the  clan  of  his  victim.  But 
when  clansman  is  slain  by  clansman,  even  unintentionally,  an 
act  of  impiety  is  committed,  and  a  barrier  raised  up  between 
the  clan  and  its  divinities,  which  has  to  be  removed  by  further 
shedding  of  blood  in  sacrifice,  or  else  by  the  total  expulsion 
and  outlawry  of  the  offender. 

One  of  the  earliest  mentions  of  purification  from  blood- 
shed is  that  in  the  jEthiopis  of  Arctinus,^  where  it  was 
narrated  how  Odysseus  in  Lesbos  purified  Achilles  when  he 
had  slain  Thersites.  In  the  time  of  Crcasus  the  custom  seems 
to  have  been  spread  through  Greece  and  Lydia,  for  Herodotus 
tells  how  Adrastus  arrived  at  the  court  of  that  king  demanding 
purification  from  blood-shedding,  and  how  Croesus  first  purified 
him,  and  then  asked  whom  he  had  slain;  and  this  instance 
brings  under  our  notice  one  of  the  chief  features  of  purification 
from  bloodshed,  that  it  could  not  take  place  in  the  same  neigh- 
bourhood wherein  was  committed  the  deed  requiring  expiation. 
Perhaps  the  original  idea  was  that  the  spirit  of  the  dead  man 
remained  on  the  spot  where  he  was  slain,  implacable  in  anger, 
and  that  the  only  way  to  escape  his  wrath  was  to  flee  to  other 
lands.  What  is  certain  is  that  expatriation  was  in  these  cases 
necessary,  and  that  it  lasted  a  year  at  leasts  whence  it  was 
called  dir€vuivrurfws.  Indeed,  what  prudence  dictated  to  a 
shedder  of  blood  was  an  immediate  flight  either  beyond  seas 
or  to  one  of  those  asylums  which  were  sufficiently  sacred  to 
stay  all  attempts  at  pursuit. 

Greece  was  full  of  the  stories  of  the  purification  of  gods, 
heroes,  and  men  after  they  had  committed  homicide.  Apollo 
himself  required  to  be  purified  after  he  had  slain  the  Python, 
and  Herakles,  when  he  had  shot  down  the  drunken  Centaurs. 
At  TrcBzen^  they  showed  the  place  where  the  townsmen  of 
that  city  purified  Orestes  after  he  had  slain  his  mother.  Before 
he  was  purified,  says  Pausanias,  no  one  would  admit  him  under 
his  roof ;  but  afterwards,  he  was  easily  admitted.  The  means 
of  purification  was  water  from  the  fountain  Hippocrene,  and 
a  sacrifice,  which  being  buried  near  by,  a  laurel-tree  grew  up 
rooted  in  the  decay  of  the  victim. 

^  See  the  Chreaiomathta  of  Proclas. 
«  Pan8.it.  31,  8. 
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We  possess  in  the  Jrgonauiiea'^  of  Apollonius  Rhodius  a 
full  description  of  a  ceremony  of  purification  supposed  to  be 
performed  by  Circe  over  the  persons  of  Jason  and  Medeia  after 
they  had  slain  Absyrtus.  Circe  slays  a  young  pig,  and  pours 
blood  from  the  wound  over  the  hands  of  the  polluted  pair. 
She  then  washes  them,  no  doubt  with  living  water,  which  is 
carried  away  by  an  attendant  and  poured  on  the  earth.  She 
then  bums  cakes  and  other  purifying  fuikucrpa  and  pours  out 
wineless  libations,  and  calls  upon  Zeus  to  restrain  the  £rinnye8 
and  to  forgive  the  offenders.  After  all  the  ceremony  she 
proceeds,  as  did  CrcBsus  in  similar  case,  to  ask  what  kind  of 
a  crime  her  suppliants  have  committed.  Of  course,  in  time, 
the  courts  of  law  superseded  proceedings  of  this  kind,  which 
had  a  theocratic  rather  than  a  democratic  air;  and  though 
the  custom  of  banishment  and  even  that  of  purification  did  not 
go  entirely  out  of  use  in  the  days  of  Thucydides  and  Xeno- 
phon,  yet  these  formed  no  bar  to  regular  legal  proceedings. 

Not  individuals  only  required  purification  from  bloodshed, 
but  also  states.  After  the  slaughter  of  the  partisans  of  Cylon,^ 
the  city  of  Athens  vras  regard^  by  its  own  inhabitants  as  so 
polluted  as  to  require  extraordinary  means  of  purification. 
Epimenides,  the  Cretan,  who  had  a  great  reputation  for  piety 
and  his  knowledge  of  divine  affairs,  was  sent  for,  and  he 
purged  the  city  with  a  variety  of  ceremonies.*  Among  other 
proceedings  we  learn  that  he  dispersed  from  the  Areiopagus  as 
a  centre  a  flock  of  black  and  white  sheep  in  every  direction, 
and  bade  the  people  sacrifice  each  on  the  s()ot  on  which  he 
lay  down  to  the  deity  to  whom  that  spot  was  sacred.  The 
Argives,^  after  they  had  accomplished  the  slaughter  of  a 
thousand  men,  whom  they  had  enrolled  as  a  sort  of  standing 
army,  but  who  had  begun  to  oppress  them,  felt  their  city 
polluted,  and  among  other  means  of  expiation  erected  a  statue 
of  Zeus  Meilichius  made  by  the  younger  Polycleitus,  and 
established  a  cultus  in  his  honour.  Some  of  the  Cynaethians  * 
who  had  in  civil  strife  imbrued  their  hands  with  the  blood  of 
their  fellow-citizens  fled  to  Mantinea ;  but  the  Mantineans  not 
only  would  not  receive  them,  but  considered  their  territory 
polluted  by  their  visit,  and  caused  it  to  be  formally  purified. 
Such  events  as  these  are  of  common  occurrence  in  Greek 
history,  and  show  that  if  the  Hellenes  were  swift  to  shed 
blood,  especially  in  political  strife,  they  felt  that  it  was  a 

»  iv.  1.  702.  »  Plutarch,  Solon,  c.  13. 

"  PftUi,  ii.  ao,  2  *  Poljb.  IV.  21,  8. 
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crime,  and  were  not  satisfied  until  they  had  shown  in  sight  of 
gods  and  men  that  they  regarded  themselves  as  rendered 
unclean  by  such  sanguinary  excesses. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  piacular  sacrifice  was  that  the 
victim  was  not  consumed,  either  by  prient  or  votary,  but  made 
away  with,  burned,  or  buried,  or  cast  into  the  sea.  As  the 
notion  of  substitution  prevails  in  regard  to  this  kind  of  sacrifice, 
it  would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  the  body  was  destroyed  as 
having  taken  on  it  the  guilt  of  those  who  made  the  sacrifice, 
and  so  become  polluted.  But  Robertson  Smitli  doubts  whether 
this  was  the  case :  he  thinks  that  the  offering  was  not  eaten 
rather  because  it  was  sacred  than  because  it  was  polluted. 

As  Robertson  Smith  observes,  in  honorific  sacrifice  the  deity 
accepts  a  gift;  in  piacular  sacrifice  he  demands  a  life  Thus 
piacular  sacrifices  belong  primarily  to  times  of  depression  and 
calamity  ;  and  those  who  offer  them  give  usually  that  which 
they  hold  most  dear  to  appease  the  wrath  of  a  god  to  whom 
their  lives  are  forfeit.  As  the  Greeks  were  not  at  any  time 
of  which  we  have  knowledge  cannibals,  a  human  victim  could 
not!  appropriately  be  offered  as  food  to  the  gods  ;  but  human 
sacrifices  were  not  unknown  in  piacular  sacrifice  down  to  even 
the  Christian  era.  In  the  presence  of  great  danger  or  calamity, 
men  tended  to  try  to  purchase  divine  favour  by  human  sacri- 
fice, as  Codrus  offered  himself  on  behalf  of  Athens,  and  as 
Iphigeneia  was  given  to  Artemis  to  buy  off  her  displeasure. 
Piacular  sacrifices,  thus  starting,  might  easily  become  embodied 
in  ritual,  and  have  a  place  in  regular  civic  cultus  ;  and  then, 
of  course,  there  would  be  a  strong  tendency  to  soften  the 
asperity  of  the  rite  by  putting  enemies,  criminals,  or  animals 
in  the  place  of  a  child  of  the  clan. 

At  the  same  time,  as  a  modification  of  this  view,  it  must  Ire 
pointed  out  that  though  a  human  victim  would  not  he  brought 
as  food  to  the  gods,  he  might  be  brought  as  a  slave,  and  sent 
to  thorn  by  fire,  instead  of  being  retained  in  the  temple  service. 
The  well-known  sacrifice  of  Trojan  youths  at  the  tomb  of 
Patroclus,  as  narrated  in  the  lliadj  suggests  that  human 
victims  were  by  no  means  an  inappropriate  offering  to  a  dead 
hero,  and  so  to  the  gods,  who  in  many  ways  inherited  the 
customs  of  the  cultus  of  the  dead. 

In  later  Greece  human  sacrifices  were  rare,  but  in  many  places 
we  may  find  indications  of  their  previous  existence  Thus  at 
Rhodes  ^  there  was  in  early  times  an  annual  custom  of  sacrificing 

^  Porphyry,  Abtt.  ii.  54. 
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a  man  to  Cronus,  who  is  here  clearly  hut  a  translation  of  the 
Phoenician  Moloch,  a  well-known  lover  of  human  victims.  In 
later  times  the  Khodians,  not  venturing  entirely  to  ahandon  the 
custom,  still  put  to  death  a  man  at  the  festival ;  hut  he  was 
a  criminal  who  had  merited  death,  and  he  was  allowed  an 
unlimited  quantity  of  wine  heforehand  to  act  as  an  anaesthetic. 
At  Leucas  ^  there  had  heen  an  ancient  custom  of  annually  hurling 
a  man  from  a  projecting  rock  into  the  sea  in  honour  of  Apollo : 
in  this  instance  not  only  was  a  criminal  chosen,  hut  he  was 
allowed  some  chance  of  escape,  feathers  and  even  living  hirds 
heing  tied  to  him  to  lighten  liis  full,  and  hoats  waiting  helow  to 
rescue  him  if  not  killed  hefore  he  reached  the  sea.  In  other 
cases  the  human  character  of  the  sacrifices  was  indeed  retained, 
but  bleeding  was  substituted  for  slaying.  The  most  notable 
instances  of  this  occur  in  the  cult  at  various  places  of  the 
Tauric  Artemis.^  The  altars  of  this  goddess  at  Sparta  ran  with 
the  blood  of  Spartan  youths  who  were  scourged  in  her  honour. 
In  the  cult  of  Zeus  Laphystius  in  later  times  the  victim  was 
selected,  but  was  allowed  to  escape  at  the  altar. 

Still  commoner  was  the  substitution  for  the  human  victim  of 
some  animal  or  some  inanimate  object.  The  tale  of  Iphigeneia 
at  Aulis,  and  the  substitution  for  her  of  a  deer,  is  well  known, 
and  dates  from  early  times.  Pausanias  ^  narrates  a  story  of  a 
similar  kind  from  Potnise  in  Boeotia.  A  man  having  in  a 
drunken  fit  slain  the  priest  of  Dionysus  /Egobalus,  it  was 
ordered  by  a  response  of  the  Delphic  oracle  that  a  youth  at 
the  age  of  puberty  should  be  yearly  sacrificed ;  but  soon  after- 
wards, as  the  story  goes,  the  god  himself  substituted  a  goat 
for  the  human  victim.  /Elian''  recounts  a  curious  instance 
of  a  similar  kind  from  Tenedos.  Here  a  cow  about  to  bring 
forth  was  treated,  as  a  human  mother,  with  care  and  tender- 
ness ;  when  the  calf  was  born,  cothurni  were  put  on  its  feet, 
and  it  was  sacrificed  to  Dionysus;  but  the  priest  who  slew 
it  had  to  ^y  the  spot  and  run  as  far  as  the  sea.  We  even 
hear  of  clay  images  being  substituted  for  human  victims  in 
certain  sacrifices  by  the  Greeks,  just  as  they  buried  with  their 
dead  loaves  of  terracotta,  and  as  they  burned  in  honour  of 
the  deites  cakes  in  the  form  of  animals,  in  the  place  of  the 
animals  themselves. 

Certain  well-known  events  in  Greek  history  may  be  here 

^  Strabo,  x.  p.  694.         '  Eurip.  fph,  in  Taurii,  1.  1425.         '  ix.  8,  2. 

*  iElian,  Nat.  AnUn,  xii.  34.  This  instance  might  be  taken  in  another 
sense.  The  calf  may  have  been  treated  as  human,  to  make  dear  its 
kinship  with  the  tribe,  of  which  it  represented  the  tutem. 
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cited  as  illustrating  the  statements  above  made,  l^fore  the 
battle  of  Salamis,  as  Plutarch  ^  tells  us,  on  the  authority  of 
Phanias,  when  Themistocles  was  sacrificing,  according  to  the 
custom  of  Greek  generals,  three  noble  Persian  prisoners  were 
brought  in  ;  and  at  the  sight  of  them  the  seer  £uph  ran  tides  at 
at  once  cried  out  that  they  should  be  sacrificed  to  Dionysus 
Omestes.  Themistocles  hesitated ;  but  the  bystanders  urged 
him  not  to  neglect  the  words  of  the  seer,  and  the  sacrifice 
actually  took  place.  To  slay  a  few  enemies  captured  in  war 
could  not  seem  very  harsh  to  any  Greek :  it  was  the  idea  of 
the  deities  delighting  in  human  blood  which  shocked  Themis- 
toclea  In  the  time  of  Pelopidas  ^  the  Theban  this  feeling  had 
grown.  Before  the  battle  of  Leuctra,  his  army  encamiMMl  near 
the  graves  of  the  Leuctran  virgins  who  were  said  to  have  been 
in  old  time  murdered  by  S|)artans.  These  heroines  appeared 
to  the  general,  and  their  father  promised  victory  on  condi- 
tion of  his  sacrificing  on  the  morrow  a  yellow-haired  virgin. 
Pelopidas  was  wholly  disinclined  to  accept  the  omen,  however 
favourable ;  but  the  appearance  next  day  of  a  yellow  foal  en- 
abled him  to  fulfil  the  injunction  of  the  hero  without  violating 
humanity  or  insulting  the  gods. 

(3)  Mystic  Sacrifices, — Of  all  sacrifices  these  are  nearest  to 
the  original  type,  if  the  views  of  Robertson  Smith  be  founded. 
Their  essence  lies  in  the  participation  by  the  worshippers  and 
the  worshipped  in  a  solemn  bond  of  blood-fellowship.  Robertson 
Smith  sketches  in  clear  lines  the  nature  of  this  rite  among  primi- 
tive peoples  who  are  in  the  stage  of  totemism.*  The  slaughter 
of  an  animal  of  the  kind  regarded  as  sacred  by  the  tribe  "  is 
permitted  or  required  on  solemn  occasions ;  and  all  the  tribes- 
men partake  of  its  flesh,  that  they  may  thereby  cement  and 
seal  their  mystic  unity  with  one  another  and  with  their  god.'' 
"The  solemn  mystery  of  its  death  is  justified  by  tlie  considera- 
tion that  only  in  this  way  can  the  sacred  cement  be  procured 
which  creates  or  keeps  alive  a  living  bond  of  union  between 
the  worshippers  and  their  god.  This  cement  is  nothing  else 
than  the  actual  life  of  the  sacred  and  kindred  animal,  which 
is  conceived  as  residing  in  its  flesh,  but  especially  in  its  blood, 
and  so,  in  the  sacred  meal,  is  actually  distributed  among  all  the 
participants,  each  of  whom  incorporates  a  particle  of  it  with 
his  own  individual  life." 

The  same  mystic  drawing  together  of  the  bond  of  unity  in 

*  ThemiH.  13;  Ariattd.  9.  '  Plutarch,  Pdop.  20-22. 

'  Jldigion  of  the  Semites,  p.  295. 
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a  tribe  is  a  feature  of  the  feasts  or  sacrifices  which  families 
celebrated  at  the  tombs  of  their  ancestors,  and  clans  at  the 
heroon  of  their  eponymous  hero.  In  each  case  the  dead  was 
regarded  as  the  host,  and  as  taking  a  share,  though  it  might  be 
an  invisible  share,  in  the  feast  But  in  historic  Greece  the 
deep-seated  l)eliefs  which  nuule  the  sanctity  of  sacrifice  were 
embodied  less  in  the  rites  of  ordinary,  civic,  or  family  worship 
than  in  the  ordinances  of  those  more  secret  cults  which  were 
termed  by  the  Greeks  mysteri<*8,  and  more  especially  in  those 
attached  to  Dionysus.  At  the  fierce  carnival  of  the  Agrionia, 
the  wild  women  who  rioted  in  the  service  of  Dionysus  tore  to 
pieces  with  hands  and  teeth  a  victim  chosen  for  the  purpose 
and  devoured  its  ^Nilpitating  fiesh.  This  victim  was  in  some 
cases  a  bull,  in  some  cases  a  fawn  or  kid,  but  we  read  of 
instances  in  which  a  human  life  was  thus  taken ;  and  in  any 
case  the  victim  was  reganled  as  a  substitute  for  the  goil,  so  that 
those  who  devoured  its  fiesh  and  drank  its  hot  blood  were 
united  to  the  god  in  a  terrible  sacrament.  Robertson  Smith  ^ 
cites  a  |>arallel  in  Arabia,  where  the  members  of  a  tril)e, 
placing  a  live  camel  in  their  midst,  would,  in  honour  of  the 
morning  star,  which  they  si)ecially  venerated,  at  a  given  signal 
tear  it  in  pieces  and  devour  it  raw. 

It  was  natural  that  in  Greece  and  Iialy  rites  so  foul  were 
strongly  opi)08ed  by  the  authorities,  and  their  persistency  shows 
that  they  rested  on  a  primeval  basis  of  profound  belief. 

In  considering  the  reasons  which  dictated  the  choice  of  a 
victim  for  various  deities,  we  must  distinguish  between  the 
causes  which  researches  into  the  early  history  of  mankind 
render  plausible,  and  those  which  the  Greeks  themselves  re- 
garded as  operative.  On  the  whole,  anthropological  reasonings, 
though  by  no  means  infallible,  are  mora  to  be  trusted  than  the 
inferences  of  the  Greeks  themselves,  since,  in  a  mythopceic  age, 
a  custom  at  once  gives  rise  to  legends  invented  merely  to 
ex[)lain  it.  The  rule  laid  down  by  Robertson  Smith  is  that 
for  ordinary  and  donative  sacrifices  in  antiquity,  such  animals 
were  used  as  constituted  the  food  of  the  worshippers ;  but  that 
in  the  case  of  the  rarer  and  more  solemn  sacrifices  of  a  piacular 
or  mystic  character,  the  animal  was  chosen  which  was  supposed 
most  nearly  to  represent  the  god,  possibly  the  animal  which,  as 
a  totem,  had  preceded  the  advent  of  the  god.  Of  course  this 
rule  does  not  hold  in  all  cases,  for  when  principles  were 
forgotten,  customs  were  apt  to  be  improperly  transferred  from 

^  Religion  of  the  Semitet^  p.  264. 
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one  rite  to  another ;  and  in  Greek  cult  a  custom  once  eatablislied 
seldom  long  lacked  a  basis  in  legend. 

The  Greeks  themselves,  as  is  natural,  justified  the  sacrifices 
which  they  offered  less  on  general  principles  than  on  local 
grounds ;  but  a  few  rules  were  recognised  in  practice,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  origin. 

Sometimes  the  animal  chosen  for  sacrifice  to  a  god  was  one 
r^arded  as  especially  grateful  to  him.  The  Rhodians  annually 
drove  into  the  sea  as  a  sacrifice  to  Helios  a  four-horse  chariot, 
and  the  Argives  drowned  horses  in  honour  of  Poseidon.  Stags 
and  other  wild  creatures  were  offered  on  the  altar  of  their 
protectress  Artemis.  For  many  deities,  victims  were  chosen 
from  the  sacred  herds  which  fed  on  their  special  domain.  The 
dog  was  at  Sparta  sacrificed  to  Ares ;  and  it  was  supposed  t^at 
his  quarrelsome  nature  rendered  him  a  favourito  of  that  deity ; 
and  when  the  same  animal  was  offered  to  Hecate,  a  justification 
was  found  in  the  fact  that  dogs  are  in  the  habit  of  baying  the 
moon.  The  fish  called  rpiykri,^  the  mullet,  was  sacrificed  to  the 
triple  Hecate,  probably  in  accordance  with  some  legend  arising 
out  of  its  name. 

Other  instances  coidd  be  cited  in  which  the  favourite  animal 
of  a  deity  was  also  the  favourite  sacrifice  to  that  deity.  But 
this  was  not  in  Greek  opinion  the  only  rule.  The  goat  was 
sacrificed  to  Dionysus,  and  a  reason  was  found  in  his  destruction 
of  the  young  shoots  of  the  vine ;  and  the  slaying  of  swine  in 
honour  of  Demeter  was  justified  on  the  ground  of  the  injury 
done  by  swine  to  crops.  In  these  cases  the  ancient  explanation 
is  almost  certainly  wrong.  The  goat  frequently  in  ancient  art 
accompanies  Dionysus,  and  the  swine  was  closely  connected 
with  Demeter  at  Eleusis.  A  good  instance  of  the  change 
of  view  in  regard  to  a  sacrifice  may  be  found  in  the  cultus  of 
Apollo  Lyceius  at  Sicyon.^  Pausanias  tells  us  that  near  the 
temple  on  occasions  food  had  been  sot  out  for  wolves  and 
poisoned  under  the  direction  of  the  god.  We  have  here  an 
almost  certain  instance  of  perversion,  for  it  is  more  than  likely 
that  originally  food  was  laid  out  for  the  wolves  as  the  sacred 
beasts  of  the  wolf-god  Apollo,  and  that  the  poisoning  was  a  later 
notion. 

The  most  general  rule  applying  to  all  animals  brought  for 
sacrifice  was  that  they  should  be  sound  and  free  from  blemish. 
Plato,  however,  says^  that  the  Laoedasmonians  neglected  this 
maxim  and  offered  even  crippled  animals,  which  he  considers  a 

^  Athen.  Yit  p.  3256.  '  Paus.  it.  9,  7.  '  AUib.  ii.  p.  149a. 
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sign  of  their  want  of  reverence,  but  which  probably  rather  shows 
their  want  of  refinement.  Victims  must  also  be  unused  by  man : 
everywhere  oxen  which  had  been  used  for  the  plough  were 
exempt  In  other  respects  there  was  the  greatest  local  variation. 
An  inscription  from  Ceos  ^  ordains  that  at  some  local  feast  oxen 
and  sheep  which  have  cast  their  milk-teeth  shall  be  slain,  and 
swine  which  are  not  more  than  a  year  and  three  months  old. 
To  the  greater  gods  adult  victims  were  a  fitting  sacrifice,  such  as 
the  ox  and  the  swine  of  five  years  old,  of  which  Homer  speaks. 
There  was  a  law  at  Athens  that  lambs  should  not  be  sacrificed 
before  they  were  shorn,  nor  sheep  before  they  had  lambed. 
Generally  the  sex  of  the  victim  followed  that  of  the  deity 
to  whom  it  was  devoted,  and  its  age  corresponded  to  that 
assigned  to  such  deity :  a  young  heifer  to  Artemis,  and  an 
adult  bull  to  Zeus  were  obviously  fitting  offerings.  As  to 
colour,  there  was  a  fairly  constant  rule  that  white  animals  were 
most  suitable  for  offering  to  an  Olympian  deity,  and  black  to  a 
chthonic  deity  or  a  hero. 

A  certain  cleanliness  and  purity  were  required  in  those  who 
conducted  sacrifice.  Not  only  was  the  priest  expected  to  be  clean 
and  clad  in  clean,  usually  white,  garments,  bilt  he  was  also,  as 
Porphyry^  says,  to  keep  apart  from  tombs  and  not  look  on 
objects  of  mournful  or  obscene  character.  A  purity  of  heart  to 
correspond  to  this  ceremonial  purity  was  certaanly  not  required 
in  earlier  times:  such  an  idea  could  only  arise  as  religion 
became  more  subjective.  The  use  of  flowers  to  decorate  the 
altar  was  in  Greece  universal,  and  priests  and  votaries  wore 
garlands  not  only  on  their  heads  but  often  over  arms  and 
breast.  TsenisB,  too,  long  scarfs  tied  in  a  bow,  were,  as  we  know 
from  the  testimony  of  vases,  wound  round  the  heads  and  arms 
of  those  who  took  any  part  in  a  religious  service.  There  is 
hardly  a  trace  in  purely  Greek  religion  of  the  ideas  which  have 
always  prevailed  among  Semitic  races  and  those  influenced  by 
them,  that  low  prostrations,  self-defilement  with  sackcloth  and 
ashes,  and  meagreness  and  filth  of  body  are  things  acceptable  in 
the  eyes  of  heaven.  The  Hellenes  supposed  their  deities  to 
look  more  favourably  on  an  erect  carriage,  careful  dress,  and  a 
self-confidence  not  mingled  with  boasting. 

The  larger  temples  of  Greece  were  daily  the  scene  of  private 
religious  services.  A  family  wished  to  bespeak  the  favour  of 
a  deity  for  one  of  their  number  who  was  about  to  undertake 
some  serious  task — to  sail  for  a  distant  shore,  to  marry,  to 

^  C,  1.  ^360 ;  Rangabe,  No.  821.  ^  Dt  AbtL  it  50. 
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in  the  festal  attire  of  which  we  have  spoken,  would,  on  behalf  of 
the  deity,  meet  his  votaries  outside  the  door  of  the  temple.  The 
sacrifice  was  to  be  a  racal,  shared  with  the  god  on  his  table, 
the  altar,  whereby  he  became  as  it  were  a  guest-friend,  and 
well  disposed  to  the  votary.  But  he  must  not  be  thus  ap- 
proached against  his  will,  and  therefore  it  became  important 
to  observe  any  external  sign  whereby  his  pleasure  might  be 
conveyed.  Chief  among  such  indications  was  the  port  and 
behaviour  of  the  sacrificial  animal.  If  he  seemed  willingly 
to  approach  the  altar,  and  above  all  if  he  bowed  his  head 
to  the  stroke  which  laid  him  low,  it  was  the  best  of  onMm. 
Reluctance  and  restiveness  were,  on  the  other  hand,  a  sign 
that  the  deity  was  unfriendly.  There  was  much  art  displayed 
by  the  temple  servants  in  procuring  behaviour  such  as  they 
wished  in  the  victim :  he  was  lured,  not  driven,  to  the  plaee 
of  slaughter,  and  made  to  lower  his  head  by  a  sudden  dashing 
of  water  in  his  ears. 

After  all  present  had  been  sprinkled  with  water,  specially 
purified^  by  contact  with  embers  from  the  altar,  in  stgn  of 
their  participation  in  the  ceremony,  and  the  priest  had  uttered 
the  warning,  €v<fyqii€iT€  or  €i*<^^ia  cotoi,  the  prayers  appropriate 
to  the  occasion  were  recited.  Of  these  I  have  already  treated : 
they  were  in  all  cases  but  short,  for  the  Greeks  were  not  of 
those  heathen  who  thought  they  would  be  heard  for  much 
speaking.  Then,  to  the  sound  of  the  flute,  pioceeded  the 
act  of  sacrifice.  The  victim  was  led,  bedecked  with  garlands, 
to  the  altar.  Barley,  ovkoxvrai,  was  brought  in  baskets,  and 
thrown  over  his  head  and  body,  as  part  of  the  divine  banquet, 
just  as  in  human  banquets  bread  accompanies  meat  A  few 
hairs  were  cut  from  the  head  of  the  victim,  and  thrown  into 
the  sacrificial  fire,  an  operation  considered  as  a  sort  of  offering 
of  first-fruits.  The  beast  was  then  struck  down  by  the  priest 
or  his  servant  by  a  single  blow  of  club  or  axe,  and  his  throat 
cut  with  the  sacred  knife,  so  that  his  blood  might  freely  flow. 
With  the  blood  the  altars  were  sprinkled.  The  fall  of  the 
victim  was  greeted  with  loud  shouts  or  with  shrill  sounds 
of  the  flute,  which  drowned  the  groans  of  the  dying  animal. 
Instantly  he  was  skinned  by  the  temple-slaves,  and  his  limbs 
divided.  Part  of  the  body  was  burned  on  the  altar,  usually 
the  fat  and  a  part  of  each  limb.  The  thigh-bones,  wrapped  in 
fat,  were  commonly  assigned  as  the  share  of  the  deity ;  and 
a  fable  was  told  of  Prometheus,^  that  he  had  outwitted  Zeus 

^  Athen.  ix.  p.  409a.     Of.  Isa.  vi.  6.  '  Hesiod,  'I%eog,  541. 
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into  choosing  this  portion.  Homer  speaks  of  giving  to  the 
gods  the  thighs  wrapped  in  fat,  firfpov^  t*  i^erafwv  Kara  tc 
KvuTQ  €KdX.v\l/av ;  ^  and  it  has  been  disputed  whether  this 
phrase  can  be  applied  only  to  bones  and  fat,  or  whether  it 
necessarily  includes  the  flesh  of  the  thighs.  If  the  latter, 
then  the  share  taken  by  the  gods  in  sacrifice  grew  less  in  the 
course  of  Greek  history.  Tlie  priest  received  as  his  perquisite 
the  skin  and  a  joint  of  meat.  The  rest  was  eaten  joyously 
at  a  sort  of  banquet,  held  in  common  by  all  the  sacrificial 
party ;  or  portions  were  sent  to  the  various  friends  who  were 
unable  to  be  present :  thus  every  sacrifice  involved  a  feast 
The  less  >vealthy  Greeks  seldom  tasted  meat  except  on  the 
occasion  of  a  sacrifice.  The  entrails  of  the  victim  were  care- 
fully examined  by  the  priest  or  some  soothsayer,  to  draw  from 
their  condition  an  augury  as  to  whether  the  deity  was  likely 
to  grant  the  prayer  which  went  with  the  offering.  Copious 
lilmtions  accompanied  the  sacrifice  and  the  feast,  that  the 
deities  should  not  lack  wine  as  well  as  meat. 

This  was  the  course  of  the  ordinary  sacrifices  to  deities  of 
the  upper  sphere;  but  when  heroes  or  the  chthonic  deities 
were  the  powers  to  be  appeased,  the  head  of  the  victim  was 
pressed  down,  so  that  his  blood  formed  a  pool  on  the  ground. 
Such  sacrifices  were  brought,  not  in  the  morning  but  in  the 
evening,  and  their  darker  and  more  gloomy  character,  some- 
what foreign  to  the  natural  bent  of  the  Greek  nature,  testified 
to  the  fact  that  even  in  Greece  religion  had  its  dark  and  stern, 
as  well  as  its  attractive  and  cheerful  side. 


CHAPTER  VII 

DIVINATION   AND   ORACLES 

PftOBABLY  no  countries  have  been  without  some  form  of  divina- 
tion, and  its  existence  in  many  forms  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  features  of  Greek  religious  observance.  It  is  easy  to 
see  what  motives  drove  the  Greeks  to  searching  for  means  of 
finding  out  the  will  of  the  deities  and  their  intentions  for  the 
future.  At  all  times  they  had  a  strong  belief  in  destiny  or  fate  ; 
and  it  is  easy  to  pass  from  the  conviction  that  the  future  is 
fixed,  to  the  belief  that  it  can  be  foretold ;  and  in  the  course 

^  //.  i.  460. 
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of  life  many  occasions  might  arise  when  a  man  would  hesitate 
between  various  courses  of  conduct,  not  knowing  which  was 
likely  to  bring  the  best  results  to  him  and  his.  In  such  cases 
to  seek  direction  from  the  superior  knowledge  and  wisdom  of 
the  gods  was  a  natural  instinct ;  and  besides  this  we  must 
remember  that  the  Greeks  believed  more  than  modems  in  the 
daily  and  hourly  intervention  of  supernatural  powers  in  human 
affairs  and  in  the  course  of  events  in  the  material  world. 
When  we  see  an  appearance  or  witness  an  event  out  of  the 
common  course,  we  at  once  set  about  searching  for  the  unusual 
cause  which  produced  the  unusual  phenomenon,  and  never 
hesitate  in  our  belief  that  such  a  cause  must  exist,  even  if  we 
cannot  trace  it.  But  when  the  Greeks  saw  anything  to  which 
they  were  unused,  or  considered  the  usual  order  of  nature  to  be 
in  any  way  violated,  they  did  not  greatly  concern  themselves  to 
look  for  the  cause,  but  considered  it  at  once  more  modest  and 
more  pious  to  assume  that  it  was  due  to  the  direct  interference 
of  some  deity.  If  any  philosopher  questioned  this  mode  of 
looking  at  things,  they  would  set  him  down  as  one  of  those 
who  believed  that  the  gods  did  not  exist,  or  that  they  were 
indifferent  to  all  human  affairs. 

The  superstitious  man  of  Theophrastus  is  always  on  the  look 
out  for  signs  of  the  disposition  towards  him  of  the  higher 
powers.  '*  If  a  weasel  ^  run  across  his  path,  he  will  not  pursue 
his  walk  until  some  one  else  has  traversed  the  road,  or  until  he 
has  thrown  three  stones  across  it.  When  he  sees  a  serpent  in 
his  house,  if  it  be  the  red  snake  he  will  invoke  Sabazius,  if 
the  sacred  snake,  he  will  straightway  place  a  shrine  on  the 
spot.  ...  If  a  mouse  gnaws  through  a  meal-bag,  he  will  go 
to  the  expounder  of  sacred  things  (c^^y>/T^$)  and  ask  what  is 
to  be  done  j  and  if  the  answer  is,  *  Give  it  to  a  cobbler  to  stitch 
up,'  he  will  disregard  this  counsel,  and  go  his  way,  and  expiate 
the  omen  by  sacrifice.  .  .  .  When  he  has  seen  a  vision  he 
will  go  to  the  interpreters  of  dreams,  the  seers,  the  augurs,  to 
ask  them  to  what  god  or  goddess  he  ought  to  pray." 

The  man  who  seemed  superstitious  to  an  Athenian  and  a 
disciple  of  Aristotle  might  in  a  less  sceptical  age  be  an  ordinary 
citizen.  The  sudden  meeting  with  an  animal,  the  overhearing 
of  words  of  evil  omen,  a  stumble  over  a  threshold  might  make 
almost  any  Greek  abandon  an  enterprise  on  which  he  was  em- 
barking. Every  reader  of  Greek  history  will  remember  how 
the  Laconian  armies  could  not  march  and  could  not  fight  until 

^  CharcicUrs,  28.     I  quote  Prof.  Jebb's  translation. 
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the  omens  were  favourable.  And  so  it  was  in  all  the  events  of 
life.  A  few  men  in  our  days  dislike  spilling  salt,  or  walking 
under  a  ladder;  and  sailors  notoriously  dislike  sailing  on  a 
Friday ;  and  in  most  country  districts  some  superstition  of  this 
class  is  widely  spread;  but  we  must  greatly  intensify  these 
feelings,  and  spread  them  over  the  greater  part  of  the  occur- 
rences of  every-day  life,  if  we  would  hope  to  understand  the 
attitude  of  mind  of  the  ordinary  Greek  citizen  in  regard  to 
omens  and  portents. 

Many  of  the  omens  which  occurred  could  be  understood  by 
any  one  and  needed  no  interpreter.  Thus  when  in  the  eighth 
book  of  the  Iliad  ^  Zeus  sends  Agamemnon,  in  answer  to  his 
prayer  for  deliverance,  an  eagle  bearing  in  his  claws  a  fawn, 
which  he  drops  by  the  altar  of  Zeus,  every  Achasan  at  once 
understands  the  portent,  and  gains  fresh  heart  for  the  contest 
Every  Greek  understood  that  thunder  was  the  direct  voice  of 
Zeus,  that  any  unwillingness  in  a  destined  victim  to  go  to  the 
altar  showed  that  the  gods  would  not  accept  the  sacrifice,  that 
a  sneeze  on  the  right  was  a  good  omen,  and  so  forth.  Tet^  as 
most  portents  are  of  a  more  or  less  doubtful  and  ambiguous 
character,  there  arose  in  quite  early  times  in  Greece  a  class  of 
men  who  made  it  their  business  to  study  and  to  interpret  omens. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  word  yuavrvi  ^  comes  from  the  same  root 
as  frnvCoL,  and  that  the  prophet  was  originally  the  man  full  of 
divine  frenzy,  who  spoke  in  an  ecstasy.  But  the  strong,  quiet 
sense  of  the  Greeks  was  averse  to  any  wild  and  uncontrolled 
frenzy,  and  their  prophets,  even  as  early  as  Homer,  seem  to  have 
been  quiet  and  business-like  professional  men.  In  the  Odyssey  ^ 
the  prophet  is  spoken  of  as  a  workman  (Si^/xiocpyos),  and  there 
is  nothing  ecstatic  about  Calchas.  He  is  merely  the  man  who 
can  see  the  divine  and  hidden  meaning  in  events  better  than 
others ;  whose  mind  is  stored  with  knowledge  of  the  past,  on 
the  analogy  of  which  he  reads  the  future.  He  is  familiar  with 
the  mind  of  the  gods,  and  can  read  their  will  and  intentions  in 
every  event  that  takes  place,  and  every  sight  of  daily  life. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  soothsayers  were  always 
or  usually  priests.  In  early  time  they  are  seldom  of  priestly 
rank.  The  priest  was  attached  to  a  particular  temple  and  a 
special  deity ;  but  the  soothsayer  wandered  at  will,  attached 
himself  to  kings  or  to  armies,  and  lived  by  means  of  his  reputa- 
tion for  wisdom  and  foresight^  as  the  baid  lived  by  his  verses ; 
and  these  unattached  prophets  meet  us  throughout  the  course 

^  L.  249.  «  Of .  Plato's  Phadrut,  p.  244.  »  xvii.  383. 


254  CULTUB 

of  Greek  history.  The  Spartan  armies  stirred  not  without  a 
soothsayer  to  direct  them.  The  Spartans  adopted  the  Eleian 
Tisamenus,  who  was  a  soothsayer,  and  even  made  him  a  citizen 
because  he  was  supposed  to  be  lucky  in  his  destinies  ;  and  he 
went  with  them  to  five  great  victories.  The  figure  of  Teiresias, 
familiar  to  all  readers  of  Greek  tragedy,  was  by  no  means  with- 
out its  counterpart  in  historical  times.  In  the  retreat  of  the 
Ten  Thousand,  soothsayers  were  constantly  consulted,  and  at- 
tempts made  or  abandoned  according  to  their  advice ;  ^  and  in 
private  life  the  poorer  and  more  ill-educated  part  of  the  com- 
munity applied  to  them  in  difficulties,  while  the  wealthier  went 
to  the  oracles.  There  was  in  this  matter  a  remarkable  contrast 
between  the  Hebrew  and  the  Hellenic  race.  Among  the 
Hebrews  the  prophet  was  rated  far  above  the  priests,  and  ex- 
cited an  admiration  and  veneration  which  they  never  inspired. 
Among  the  Hellenes  on  the  otlier  hand  all  religious  authority 
settled  on  the  priests  of  well-known  temples,  and  they  alone 
commanded  hearty  respect.  The  prophet  was  sought  after  and 
feared  by  the  lower  classes,  but  was  by  thinking  men  despised 
as  an  impostor.  His  }X)sition  and  reputation  gradually  sinks 
from  the  time  of  Homer,  and  is  lowest  during  the  best  age  of 
Greek  independence.  At  a  later  period  he  recovers  some  of  his 
reputation  by  allying  himself  with  the  cults  of  new  deities 
which  then  made  their  way  into  Greece  from  the  East.  The 
Greek  priests,  on  the  other  hand,  gained  almost  complete  con- 
trol of  soothsaying  by  attaching  its  regular  exercise  to  the 
various  oracular  temples,  where  it  was  practised,  not  indeed  by 
themselves,  but  by  suboixiinate  ministers,  under  their  control 
and  direction.  There  were  indeed  certain  soothsaying  families 
who  enjoyed  a  reputation  second  only  to  that  of  the  oracles. 
Such  were  the  lamidfie  at  Elis,  and  a  clan  among  the  Acama- 
nians,  who  furnished  prophets  both  to  Athens  and  Sparta.  Of 
their  number  was  Amphilytus,  soothsayer  of  Peisistratus,  and 
Megistias,  who  met  his  death  amid  the  other  heroes  at  Ther- 
mopylae. Such  prophetic  gentes  existed  also  in  semi-Greek 
places,  such  as  Telmessus  in  Caria  and  Hybla  in  Sicily.  The 
most  reputable  soothsayers  belonged  to  such  families :  tlie 
rest  were  very  little  trusted.  Euripides*  makes  Achilles  say 
that  prophets  at  best  utter  many  falsehoods  and  little  truth.  ^ 
Xenophon,^  in  the  person  of  the  father  of  Cyrus,  advises  his 
readers  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  art  of  sooth* 

*  For  insUnce,  Aruib.  vii.  8,  1 1.  '  Ipk.  Aut.  961. 

'  O^rop,  i.  6,  2. 
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saying,  that  ihey  may  not  be  dependent  on  the  lying  prophets. 
It  was  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  called  Upoiroiol,  to 
look  closely  to  the  soothsayers,  and  see  that  they  did  not  de- 
ceive people  who  came  to  them.  Plato  believed  in  sooth- 
saying, and  terms  it  a  means  of  cementing  friendship  between 
gods  and  men.^  But  of  the  persons  who  practised  the  art  he 
had  a  very  low  opinion,  representing  ^  them  as  "  flocking  to  the 
rich  man's  doors,  and  trying  to  persuade  him  that  they  have 
a  power  at  command,  which  they  procure  from  heaven,  and 
which  enables  them  to  make  amends  for  any  crime  committed." 
The  interpreters  of  dreams  enjoyed,  even  among  soothsayers,  an 
evil  reputation  for  cheating  and  imix)sture.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  the  disrepute  of  soothsayers  did  not  cause  men  to  give 
up  their  belief  in  soothsaying.  Even  the  Stoics  defended  the 
mantic  art,  on  the  ground  that  if  there  be  gods,  and  if  they  care 
for  men,  they  must  needs  let  men  know  tlieir  will  by  some  dis- 
coverable means. 

Those  soothsayers  who  had  too  little  self-confidence  to  trust 
entirely  to  their  own  power  of  reading  the  future,  or  who 
wished  to  fortify  themselves  against  attacks  of  scepticism,  pro- 
cured some  of  the  prophetic  books  which  went  under  the  names 
of  Orpheua,  Bacis,  and  the  Sibyls,  and  other  seers  of  old  time, 
and  applied  the  prophecies  contained  in  them  to  the  events 
going  on.  An  excellent  instance  is  furnished  by  the  soothsayer 
who  makes  his  appearance  in  the  Birds  of  Aristophanes,  at  the 
inauguration  of  Cloudcuckootown,  and  who  is  ignominiously 
beaten  off  the  stage  by  PeithetsBrus.^  This  fellow  enters,  bear- 
ing a  scroll  of  the  prophecies  of  Bacis,  on  the  strength  of  which 
he  wishes  to  stop  the  sacrifices.  His  roguery  is  admirably 
depicted :  the  greed  with  which  he  tries  to  get  clothes  for  him- 
self out  of  the  superstition  of  Peithetaerus,  the  crookedness 
with  which  he  perverts  the  meaning  of  words,  and  the 
effrontery  with  which,  when  his  word  is  doubted,  he  bids  his 
auditor  look  in  the  book  for  himself.  The  picture  is  a  carica- 
ture, but  evidently  from  the  life.  Peithetferus,  too,  shows 
something  of  the  skill  possessed  by  most  great  captains  and 
rulers  in  Greece,  in  turning  prophecies  the  way  they  wished 
them  to  go.  Of  this  faculty  put  to  higher  uses  we  may  give  a 
few  instances.  When  Alexander  the  Great  was  at  Delphi  he 
wished  the  Pythia  to  give  a  response  to  him  on  an  unusual  day. 
She  at  first  declined,  but  on  liis  insisting,  yielded  with  the 

'  Plato,  Sympoi,  1 88c;  ^Xlas  tfe^r  nal  At^ptJIrwtap  iiffuovpydt. 
«  BepM,  364,  &.  '  L.  957. 
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words,  "  Thou  art  irresistible,"  words  which  Alexander  at  once 
accepted  as  a  prophecy  of  his  future  career.  Timoleon,  with 
his  army  in  Sicily,  met  a  train  of  asses  laden  with  parsley. 
The  soldiera  were  alarmed,  thinking  this  an  evil  omen,  because 
parsley  was  used  at  funerals ;  but  the  general  turned  it  to  his 
own  end  by  remarking  that  to  a  Corinthian  the  parsley  of 
which  the  Nemean  crowns  were  made  was  a  sign  of  victory. 
But  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  infer  from  such  instances  that 
soothsaying  was  merely  a  tool  employed  by  statesmen  for  their 
own  purposes.  Many  leaders  of  armies  were  as  sincere  in  their 
belief  in  auguries  as  their  men.  Nicias  always  carried  about 
with  him  a  soothsayer,  without  whose  advice  he  would  not 
undertake  anything.  Pausanias  at  Plat^ea  refused  to  order  a 
charge,  though  his  men  were  falling  fast  under  the  Persian 
arrows,  until  at  last,  as  he  raised  his  eyes  to  the  Heraeum  and 
besought  the  aid  of  Hera,  the  aspect  of  the  victims  changed 
and  became  favourable. 

We  have  stated  that  soothsaying  was  a  matter  of  profession 
rather  than  of  inspiration ;  and  this  is  the  secret  of  Greek 
soothsaying.  Omens  were  drawn  from  such  a  variety  of 
occurrences,  and  the  interpretation  of  these  occurrences  re- 
quired such  an  exact  knowledge  of  traditional  rules,  that  no 
layman  could  master  all  the  requisite  details  of  knowledge. 
The  Greeks  expressly  distinguished  in  divination  the  technical 
or  T€xyiKhv  from  the  aT€xvov ;  and  it  was  the  former  which  was 
by  far  the  most  usual  and  most  important  And  divination  by 
art  may  again  be  divided  accordingly  as  the  omens  which  it 
explains  are  especially  sought  for,  or  present  themselves  un- 
sought, accordingly  as  the  gods  are  asked  by  some  recognised 
channel  for  their  advice,  or,  unasked,  send  to  mortals  a  token 
of  their  wishes.  Oracles  and  inspection  of  the  entrails  of 
victims  belong  to  the  former  class  :  these  we  will  reserve,  and 
speak  first  of  omens  spontaneously  offered  to  men. 

Among  such  omens,  the  most  important  place  belongs  to  those 
taken  from  birds.  Indeed,  in  common  language,  any  omen  would 
be  termed  a  bird.     In  Homer,  we  have  Hector's  noble  saying, 

and  Aristophanes  raUies  the  Athenians  for  applying  the  word 
opvis  to  a  sneeze,  a  sound,  a  servant,  or  an  asa  Many  reasons 
may  be  suggested  for  this  predominance  of  birds  as  givers  of 
omens.  They  haunt  the  upper  air  and  live  noar  the  gods; 
their  motions  are  rapid  and  unexpected,  and  they  seem,  unlike 
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animals,  to  utter  their  voice,  not  merely  to  communicate  with 
one  another,  but  by  some  overflowing  of  life  and  energy.  It 
has  also  been  suggested  that  the  weather-wisdom  of  birds  and 
their  appearance  and  departure  as  harbingers  of  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  year,  may  have  encouraged  the  belief  that  they  had 
a  prophetic  nature.  Many  kinds  of  birds  were  sacred  to  deities  : 
the  eagle  to  Zeus,  the  owl  to  Pallas,  the  raven  to  Apollo,  and 
so  forth.  And  in  all  countries  it  has  been  the  mark  of  the 
divinely  inspired  man  to  understand  what  birds  were  saying. 

As  the  Greeks  regarded  the  East,  the  quarter  of  sunrise,  as 
the  source  of  good  fortune,  and  as  in  taking  auguries  they 
looked  to  the  north,  they  regarded  the  appearance  of  a  bird 
on  the  right  as  a  good  omen.  Thus  when  Diomedes  and 
Odysseus  started  for  the  Trojan  camp,  Pallas  Athena  sent  a 
heron  which  flew  on  their  right  as  a  token  of  success.  This 
was  the  simplest  rule :  others  were  far  more  complicated.  The 
sounds  uttered  by  birds  as  they  flew  was  no  less  regarded  than 
their  flight,  the  exact  character  of  which  had  to  be  minutely 
observed;  and  every  bird  had  its  own  special  symbolism. 
The  eagle  was  most  fateful  of  birds,  and  the  raven  was 
especially  noted  for  its  prophetic  character.  But  not  all  birds 
were  fateful  (ivaurifjMi) ;  in  fact,  it  was  a  chief  point  in  an 
augur's  business  to  know  when  a  bird  brought  an  omen,  and 
when  it  flew  merely  on  its  own  affiiirs.  According  to  the 
stories  handed  down,  the  omens  given  by  birds  were  sometimes 
by  no  means  obscure.  The  ancient  vrriters  record  a  number 
of  instances  in  which  an  eagle  settled  on  a  standard,  hovered 
over  the  head  of  a  general,  or  carried  off  part  of  a  victim  laid 
on  the  altar  of  a  deity.  Of  the  method  of  interpretation  of 
more  obscure  indications,  we  may  judge  from  an  Ephesian 
inscription,^  or  rather  a  fragment  of  one,  which  shows  that 
account  was  made  of  the  way  the  bird  flew  and  which  wing 
he  showed  uppermost. 

Astrology  was  unknown  to  the  Greeks,  until  they  learned  it 
in  the  time  of  Berosus  from  the  Chaldeans.  But  though  the 
complicated  calculations  of  that  pseudo-science  were  unknown, 
the  Greeks  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  value  of  sudden  appear- 
ances in  the  heavens  as  forecasts  of  fate.  A  flash  of  lightning 
with  its  accompanying  thunder  was  naturally  regarded  as  a 
signal  direct  from  the  ruler  of  lightning,  Zeus.  Hesiod,  in 
relating  the  battle  of  Heracles  and  Cycnus,^  says  that  Zeus 
sent  a  clap  of  thunder  as  an  omen  to  his  son. 

1  (7.  /.  2953.  »  Skiild  </  fferaeUn,  1.  383. 
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The  meteors  which  cross  the  nightly  sky  were  looked  on  as 
full  of  meaning,  especially  porten<Ung  war  and  pestilence ;  and 
a  fortiori  any  unusual  appearance  in  the  heavens,  or  an  earth- 
quake  or  Jundatiou  on  the  land,  were  portokte  requiring 
immediate  application  to  a  seer  or  to  an  oracle,  in  o»ler  to 
learn  how  the  displeasure  of  heaven,  which  they  indicated, 
might  be  averted  by  prayer  and  sacrifice. 

Any  sudden  or  unusual  noise  was  set  down  as  an  omen.  To 
sneezing  in  particular  ^prophetic  meaning  was  attached.  When 
a  man  was  meditating  an  action  or  undertaking,  any  chance 
phrase  heard  by  him  was  accepted  as  an  omen  of  success  or 
failure.  Odysseus,^  sleeping  under  the  portico  of  his  own 
house,  listens  to  the  women  grinding  at  the  mills ;  and  when 
he  hears  one  of  them  pray  for  the  destruction  of  the  wooers, 
gladly  accepts  the  omen  as  foreshadowing  the  success  of  his 
plans.  When  the  Samian  envoys  were  requesting  King  Leoty- 
chides  to  sail  against  the  Persian  fleet  at  Mycale,  he  asked  the 
speaker  his  name,  and  hearing  that  it  was  Hegesistratus,  ex- 
claimed at  once,  "  I  accept  the  omen,"  and  insisted  that  the  envoy, 
should  sail  with  his  fleet  as  guide.^  Thus  the  Greek,  when  his 
mind  was  on  the  alert  and  filled  with  any  purpose,  was  listen- 
ing to  all  sounds  and  voices  around  him  to  judge  of  the  issue. 
And  at  such  times,  and  even  in  the  course  of  ordinary  life,  he 
would  be  ready  to  alter  a  plan  or  abandon  a  project  if  certain 
things  happened  :  if  he  stumbled  on  stepping  over  a  threshold, 
or  if  he  met  an  animal  of  ill  omen,  such  as  a  hare,  which  was 
in  bad  repute,  or  found  a  snake,  the  companion  of  the  dead, 
in  his  house. 

Dreams  were  also  carefully  remembered  by  those  of  a  super- 
stitious turn,  and  carried  for  explanation  to  the  professional 
interpreters  of  dreams,  6v€ipoKpiTai^  who,  however,  eigoyed  a 
very  bad  reputation,  and  were  notorious  for  their  extortions 
from  those  who  sought  their  aid.  The  opinion  of  the  wise 
rather  coincided  with  that  of  Homer,  that  deceitful  dreams  may 
come  through  the  gate  of  ivory  as  often  as  trustworthy  ones 
through  the  gate  of  horn.  But  when  a  dream  bore  obvious 
meaning,  the  vrisest  as  well  as  the  most  pious  of  the  Greeks 
considered  that  it  should  not  without  reason  be  despised  or 
neglected.  Aristotle  '  observed  that  in  sleep  the  mind  returns 
on  itself  and  resimies  its  natural  powers  of  foresight  Socrates 
is  said  *  to  have  seen  in  a  dream  a  beauteous  woman,  who  told . 

^  0<L  XX.  112.  '  Herod,  ix.  90.     The  name  means  army>leaden 

'  ^p.  S.  Emp.  adv»  Math.  ix.  21.  ^  Onio,  p.  440. 
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him  that  ou  the  third  day  he  should  reach  fertile  Phthia,  and 
to  have  unhesitatingly  regarded  the  saying  as  an  omen  of  his 
approaching  death.  Of  dreams  which  appeared  to  puhlic  men 
and  women  and  had  their  fulfilment,  the  history  of  Greece,  like 
that  of  all  other  coimtries,  is  full ;  and  the  dreams  which  did 
not  correspond  to  the  course  of  events  have  heen  buried  under 
the  stream  of  time. 

The  number  of  ways  in  which  a  votary  could  deliberately, 
and  of  set  purpose,  consult  the  deities  was  very  great  Setting 
aside  the  oracles,  of  which  we  shall  speak  presently,  there  were 
mandes  without  end :  alphitomancy,  which  consisted  in  throwing 
meal  into  the  fire,  and  examining  the  way  in  which  it  burned  ; 
alectoromancy,  which  consisted  in  forming  letters  of  grains  of 
com  and  letting  fowls  loose  on  them  to  see  what  their  vaiious 
fates  would  be ;  all  kinds  of  divination  by  water,  ana)  the  like. 
In  fact^  any  set  of  occurrences  on  which  a  man  set  his  mind 
to  observe  them  would  be  almost  as  fitting  for  revealing  the 
future  as  any  other  to  men  who  had  but  a  rudimentary  notion 
of  law,  and  saw  capricious  acts  of  deities  and  daemons  in  all 
things.  One  of  the  simplest  methods  was  to  cast  lots,  the 
disposition  of  the  lots  as  tliey  fell  being  regarded  as  the  direct 
work  of  the  deities. 

The  only  important  and  systematic  one  among  these  mantic 
arts  was  that  which  concerned  itself  with  sacrifices.  Indeed, 
sacrifices  were  never  offered  ^vithout  being  carefully  watched 
to  see  what  they  would  reveal  of  the  will  of  the  gods. 
The  way  in  which  the  smoke  curled  upwards  was  carefully 
regarded,  as  well  as  the  form  taken  by  the  ashes  lying  on  the 
altar.  Prometheus  in  ^Eschylus  ^  claims  the  invention  of  this 
as  of  other  sorts  of  augury  : — 

<^A,oy(i)ira  <rqiJLara 
i^fifmrincra  wpoo'OfV  ovt*  iirdfyyffjM, 

More  important,  however,  was  the  internal  examination  of 
the  victim,  especially  of  the  liver,  which  varies  considerably 
in  various  individuala  In  this  case  also  Prometheus  claimed 
the  honour  of  discovery  : — 

(nrkdy)(y<t)v  T€  k€i6rqTa  koI  )(poLav  riva 
€\ovT^  av  €vq  BaifjKHrw  trphs  r^SovrfVy 

This  art  is  not  Homeric.     Whence  it  was  derived  we  do  not 

*  Prom,  Vine,  1.  506. 
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know,  but  it  was  carried  in  Greece,  if  not  quite  so  far  as  among 
the  Romans,  yet  into  all  public  and  important  sacrifices.  When 
an  army  marched,  or  crossed  a  river  or  boundaries  of  territory, 
or  was  about  to  engage  in  battle,  a  regular  sacrifice  was  made 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  omens ;  and  religious  leaders  such 
as  the  Spartan  kings  would  at  once  halt  if  the  omens  were 
unfavourable.  It  would  seem,  however,  that  in  many  cases 
they  merely  continued  the  sacrifices  until  the  appearance  of 
the  entrails  was  such  as  satisfied  their  advisers  ;  a  result  which, 
it  woulil  seem,  could  only  be  a  question  of  time. 

We  must  distinguish,  in  speaking  of  Greek  oracles,  two 
strongly  contrasted  classes  of  them.  The  first  class  consists 
of  those  oracles  in  which  there  was  merely  a  systematic  taking 
of  omens;  the  second  class  consists  of  the  oracles,  mostly 
Apolline,  where  a  distinct  answer  was  supposed  to  be  given  by 
some  divine  jwwer  to  questions  addressed  to  it  To  these  we 
may  add,  as  a  third  class,  oracles  given  in  dreams. 

The  oracles  of  the  first  sort  were  probably  older  in  origin, 
certainly  more  simple  in  their  working.  An  oracle  of  this 
kind,  which  we  may  call  an  oracle  by  omen,  though  it  does 
not  conveniently  come  under  the  term  "oraculum,"  which  implies 
a  voice,  is  quite  well  included  under  the  Greek  term  /lavrciov, 
since  here  also  /tavrcis  were  employed,  and  directions  obtained 
as  to  future  conduct  An  omen-oracle  would  at  once  arise 
as  soon  as  any  of  the  kinds  of  divination  came  to  be  practised 
at  a  particular  temple  or  sacred  spot  under  the  direction  of 
the  priests  who  presided  there.  A  code  of  interpretation 
would  be  fixed  by  tradition,  and  constantly  grow  in  complete- 
ness and  detail ;  and  a  few  fortunate  res^x^nses  might  spread 
the  fame  of  the  oracular  shrine  far  and  wide. 

We  hear  of  certain  places  where  the  inspection  of  entrails 
was  carried  on  so  systematically,  and  made  to  furnish  so 
definite  information,  that  these  plaees  ranked  among  Greek 
oracles.  Pindar^  speaks  of  the  ^(afihs  fwivTCios  of  Olympia, 
and  again  of  the  place  at  Olympia  where  soothsayers  inquire 
of  the  thunderer  Zeus,  taking  omens  from  sacrifices.  These 
soothsayers  at  Olympia  were  the  sacred  race  of  the  lamidae, 
whose  skill  was  so  noted  that  Olympia  became  a  sort  of  oracle 
at  which  they  presided,  giving  their  responses  in  tjne  heroon 
of  lamus,  their  mythical  ancestor.  Naturally,  most  inquiries 
at  this  prophetic  shrine  came  from  competitors  in  the  games 
or  their  friends,  w^ho  asked  as  to  the  chances  of  success ;  but 

»  01.  vL  6  ;  viii.  3. 
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we  hear  of  formal  requests  of  advice  from  states,  especially 
the  Lacedaemonians.  Agesipolis  is  said  by  Xenophon  ^  to  have 
inquired  of  Zeus  at  Olympia  whether  he  was  at  liberty  to 
invade  the  Argive  territory  at  a  season  held  by  the  Argives 
to  be  sacred,  and  when  he  received  a  favourable  answer,  passed 
on  the  question  to  the  higher  authority  of  Delphi 

The  oracle  of  the  Palici  in  Sicily,  which,  however,  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  of  Greek  origin,  was  consulted  in  a  peculiar 
manner.  In  their  temple  were  two  pools  agitated  by  volcanic 
springs.  If  a  person  accused  of  some  crime  wished  to  purge 
himself,  he  wrote  a  vow  declaring  his  innocence  on  a  tablet, 
and  threw  it  into  one  of  the  pools;  if  it  swam  he  was  con- 
sidered to  be  justified,  but  if  it  sank  he  stood  condemned. 
Volcanic  fire  was  watched  for  omens  at  Apollonia,  in  Epirus, 
and  elsewhere.  In  the  agora  of  PharsB  in  Achaia  was  a  very 
peculiar  oracle  of  Hermes.^  The  votary  entered  the  shrine 
of  the  god,  presented  to  him  a  coin  and  other  offerings,  and 
whispered  his  question  into  the  ear  of  the  statue.  Then 
pressing  his  hands  over  his  ears,  he  left  the  spot  Passing  out 
of  the  agora,  he  unstopped  his  ears  and  took  the  first  words 
which  he  heard  as  the  answer  to  his  inquiry.  At  Bura  in 
Achaia  was  an  oracle,  where  Heracles  was  consulted  by  means 
of  lots  which  were  cast  by  the  votary :  lots  were  also  used  in 
the  temples  of  Athena  Sciras.  But  oracles  by  lots  were  re- 
garded as  very  untrustworthy,  and  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  sacred  responses  of  Apollo. 

Of  all  omen-oracles,  by  far  the  most  notable  was  that  of  Zeus 
at  Dodona.  Homer  speaks  of  the  Selli  as  priests  at  Dodona,^ 
and  the  word  xafuiievvai^  which  he  applies  to  them,  has  been 
supposed  to  imply  that  they  gave  responses  by  the  aid  of 
dreams ;  but  this  is  very  unlikely.  Rather  we  should  regard 
the  word,  and  that  which  accompxanies  it,  dviirroiroSeSy  as  in- 
dicating a  rude  and  uncultivated  life,  almost  resembling  that 
of  prophets  or  dervishes  in  the  £ast.  M.  Carapanos,  in  his 
very  fruitful  excavations  in  Epirus,  has  succeeded  in  identifying 
the  site  of  the  temple  of  Zeus  Naius  and  Dione,  and  has  even 
brought  to  light  a  number  of  tablets,  inscribed  with  questions 
put  to  the  deity,  though  he  did  not  discover  any  certain 
specimen  of  an  oracular  response.  The  inquirers  were  obliged 
to  put  their  questions  in  writing;  and  it  appears  that  the 
leaden  tablets  on  which  they  were  written  are  intended  by 

1  //eU.  iv.  7,  2.  *  Paus.  vii.  22,  3. 

s  Dodona,  either  in  Epirus  or  Thetwaly.     See  above,  Bk.  ii.  ch.  5. 
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Cicero  by  the  word  tortes,^  in  a  passage  which  has  been  mis- 
understood to  assert  the  existence  at  Dodona  of  oracles  by 
lottery.  The  votaries  usually  began  with  the  formula,  eirc/Mrr^ 
rhv  Ami  rhv  Nalbv  koi  tolv  Aitovav  or  eiriKoivrjrai  ru  Ad  n^ 
Nat(f)  Kol  r^  Ai<i>v^  ("So  and  so  consults  Zeus  Na'ius  and 
Dione ''),  and  then  proceeded  to  state  their  question.  In  the 
matter  of  inquiry,  we  find  the  widest  variety.  The  Tarentines 
seek  information,  ircpt  iramj^"*?,  with  regard  to  general  pros- 
perity. A  people  of  Epirus  seek  to  be  shown  how  security 
may  be  procured  to  them  through  alliance  with  the  Molossi. 
The  Corcyreans  ask  (it  reads  almost* like  a  bitter  jest)  to  what 
god  or  hero  they  shall  sacrifice,  in  order  to  secure  the  blessings 
of  internal  harmony.  Such  are  the  public  inquiries  of  cities 
and  states.  ^Tliose  of  individuals  are  more  numerous  and  more 
definite.  Certain  {persons  ask  which  of  three  courses  will  be 
most  profitable  to  them — to  go  to  Elina  or  to  Anactorium,  or 
to  effect  a  certain  sale.  Another  consults  the  gods,  whether 
he  shall  purchase  a  town-house  and  a  farm.  Agis  asks  as  to 
certain  mattresses  and  pillows  which  he  has  lost,  and  which 
lie  supposes  to  have  been  stolen  by  some  stranger.  One 
Lysanias  a^ks  whether  he  is  really  the  father  of  a  child  of 
which  Annyla  exi)ect8  to  be  delivered.  A  tradesman  wishes 
to  know  whether  he  will  be  successful  if  he  adopts  a  new 
trade,  the  nature  of  which  he  supposes  the  god  to  know 
intuitively,  in  addition  to  his  present  one.  A  capitalist  asks 
whether  sheep-farming  will  tuni  out  a  good  investment.  Hersr 
cleidas  pmys  for  good  fortune,  and  asks  whether  he  shall  have 
any  other  child  beside  JEgle.  One  Eubander  inquires  to 
what  god  or  hero  he  shall  sacrifice,  in  order  to  ensure  continued 
prosperity  to  himself  and  his  house. 

All  these  questions,  couched  in  rough  and  uncouth  dialectic 
forms,  and  full  of  false  grammar,  yet  survive,  and  bring  vividly 
before  us  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  beliefs  and  the  manners 
of  a  past  aga  The  questions  put  to  the  gods  are  not  merely 
those  which  we  should  put  to  a  trusted  priest,  but  those  which 
we  should  put  to  a  physician,  a  lawyer,  or  a  stockbroker.  The 
rude  races  who  dwelt  around  stormy  Dodona,  Epirotes,  ^Etolians, 
and  the  like,  evidently  preserved  an  unshaken  belief  in  the 
deities  of  their  ancestors  down  to  the  end  of  Greek  autonomy. 
It  is,  however,  unfortunate  that  these  tablets  do  not  furnish 


*  De  Divin,  i.  34,  7^  The  oracle-inBcriptlonfl  of  Dodona  are  treated 
of,  liy  Mr.  RobertH,  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Journal  of  UtUenic  Studiett 
in  an  article  from  which  I  here  borrow  considerably. 
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US  with  any  information  as  to  the  method  in  which  responses 
were  given  hy  the  oracle  at  Dodona.  Two  or  three  of  the 
tablets  rescued  by  M.  Carapanos  may  perhaps  contain  answers 
to  questions,  but  none  of  them,  unfortunately,  is  sufficiently 
well  preserved  to  make  us  sure.  One  begins  in  a  promising 
way,  rode  rh  fiavrrjiov  iyia  xPV^i  ^^^  i^  breaks  off  at  that 
point.  Some  of  the  questions  seem  to  require  an  exact  and 
a  detailed  reply,  such  as  could  not  be  gained  by  ordinary 
omens,  unless  interpreted  by  skilled  soothsayers.  Indeed, 
we  may  feel  sure  that  the  actual  responses  handed  to  the 
applicants  were  drawn  up  by  experienced  officials  of  the 
temple.  This  function  was  probably  assigned  to  the  ^cXcia^, 
aged  priestesses,  who  succeeded  the  Belli  of  Homer's  time,  if, 
indeed,  these  last  did  not  belong  to  a  Thessalian  Dodona. 

The  ancient  writers  are  not  very  clear  or  consistent  in  their 
account  of  the  Dodonaean  oracle.  But  we  can  include  the 
best  part  of  their  testimony,  if  we  suppose  that  the  oracle 
was  really  given  by  the  oak  or  oaks  of  Zeus,  through  a 
murmuring  sound  and  a  waving  of  branches,  but  that  this 
testimony  was  interpreted  to  mankind  by  the  ircA^iaScs.  This 
is  the  account  given  by  Suidas,^  and  it  is  quite  conformable 
to  the  lines  of  Sophocles — 

a»s  rrfv  iraXaiAv  <^yhv  avSvjcrai  ttotc 
Aa>6(uvt  Bunriov  €k  ttcAcmiScdi/  €<^, 

nor  does  it  conflict  with  the  expression  of  iSschylus,  at 
TcpwrqyofMi  Bpves.^  Plato  ^  speaks  of  the  priestesses  of  Dodona 
as  speaking  in  a  certain  ecstasy  like  those  of  Delphi,  but  his 
words  need  not  be  pressed ;  or  they  may  show  that  the  Peleiades 
underwent  some  preparatory  stimulus,  before  being  considered 
fit  to  collect  the  responses  of  the  prophetic  tree.  Servius^ 
has  again  another  story,  that  the  responses  were  really  given 
by  a  stream  which  ran  from  the  foot  of  the  oak.  This  may 
be  a  perversion  of  the  circumstance  that  the  priestesses  drank 
from  a  sacred  and  inspiring  stream  before  they  prophesied. 
It  is,  however,  certain  that  there  were  other  means  of  taking 
omens  in  use  at  Dodona.  The  Corcyreans  dedicated  a  bronze 
vessel,  over  which  was  a  male  figure  holding  a  whip,  to  which 
astragali  were  attached.  In  the  wind  these  astragali  struck 
the  vessel;  and  omens  were  taken  from  the  kind  of  noise 
thus  made  on  particular  occasions. 

>  i.  p.  623.  "  Prom.  F.  1.  851. 

'  Ph€edrus,  p.  2446.  *  Ad  jEn.  iii.  466. 
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The  Greeks,  though  generally  sceptical  as  regards  the  appear- 
ance of  inspiration,  tolerated  it  in  connection  with  the  great 
seats  of  ApoUine  oracles,  where  it  was  a  recognised  institution. 
But  even  at  Delphi,  Delos,  and  Didyma,  means  were  taken 
to  prevent  the  influence  of  the  impassioned  utterances  of  the 
priestesses  from  heing  too  direct  or  too  great ;  and  the  responses 
which  have  come  down  to  us  are  marked  hy  anything  rather 
than  fanaticism  and  insanity. 

Strabo  ^  describes  accurately  the  seat  of  the  oracle  at  Delphi. 
This  was  a  deep  cave  within  the  adytum  of  the  temple  of 
Apollo,  a  thousand  feet  above  the  sea,  with  an  opening  of  no 
great  width,  out  of  which  rose  a  vapour  which  had  a  certain 
entrancing  or  intoxicating  power.  Over  this  entry  was  placed 
a  tripod  on  which,  on  the  set  days  for  giving  responses,  the 
Pythia  sat^  and  after  inhaling  the  gas,  became  inspired,  giving 
answers  to  all  questions  put  to  her.  To  the  inhaling  of  gas 
mentioned  by  Strabo,  Lucian  ^  adds  the  drinking  from  the  sacred 
spring,  and  the  mastication  of  laurel-leaves.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  these  preparations  had  a  strong  physical  effect  on 
the  priestess,  affecting  her  health  and  even  her  reason,  for  she 
gave  responses  but  seldom ;  and  we  read  of  at  least  one  instance 
in  which  a  Pythia  became  mad  during  the  performance  of  her 
duty. 

In  early  times  responses  were  given  apparently  but  once  a 
ye€ir,  in  the  month  Bysius ;  but  as  the  demand  increased,  the 
supply  also  became  greater,  and  in  the  flourishing  times  of 
Greece,  responses  were  given  frequently,  though  there  were  in 
every  month  certain  days  on  which  the  oracle  could  not  be 
consulted.  At  one  time  no  less  than  three  priestesses  were 
employed.  In  the  days  of  Plutarch  only  one  day  in  the  month 
was  set  apart  for  oracular  responses.  The  priestess  then  was,  as 
he  tells  us,  a  young  woman,  daughter  of  poor  but  respectable 
cottagers,  and  of  unblemished  reputation.  The  persons  who 
came  to  consult  the  god  were  ranged  in  order,  those  being 
preferred  who  might  have  acquired  the  right  of  precedence. 
Sacrifices  were  offered  by  the  Delphic  priests,  and  if  these  gave 
unfavourable  results,  nothing  was  done.  If  on  the  other  hand 
the  bodies  of  the  victims  gave  favourable  omens,  the  priestess 
carefully  purified  herself,  and  took  her  seat  on  the  tripod  after 
the  preparations  already  mentioned.  The  officials,  wpoifnJTaij 
received  the  questions  of  the  votaries,  conveyed  either  by  word 
of  mouth,  or,  as  we  rather  judge  by  the  Dodonaaan  analogy,  in 

*  ix.  p.  419.  '  Bii  Aceui.  c.  2. 
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writing,  and  put  them  to  the  god,  who  delivered  an  answer  by 
the  mouth  of  the  Pythia,  an  answer  sometimes  put  into  words, 
but  sometimes  consisting  as  it  would  seem  in  mere  exclamations 
and  sounds  without  coherence.  In  either  case  the  irpoif)fqrq^ 
had  to  judge  of  the  sense  of  it^  and  to  put  it  into  hexameter 
verse,  in  which  form  it  was  delivered  to  the  votary.  This  was 
the  earlier  custom ;  but  Cicero  ^  observes  that  after  the  time  of 
Pyrrhus  the  god  spoke  in  prose ;  and  we  possess  the  text  of  a 
I^thian  oracle  delivered  to  the  people  of  Cyzicus  and  written  in 
prose.* 

It  is  evident  that  in  speaking  of  the  Delphic  oracle  we  must 

carefully  distinguish  between  the  actual  response  delivered  on 

behalf  of  the  god  by  his  ecstatic  priestess  and  the  formal  answer 

handed  by  the  priests  to  the  votaries.     That  the  transports  of 

the  Pythia  were  unfeigned  is  shovoi  by  many  details  of  the 

tales  which  have  come  down  to  us,  her  unwillingness  to  ascend 

the  prophetic  tripod,  and  the  injury  suffered  by  her  health  in 

the  process.     But  it  is  not  so  easy  to  decide  what  latitude  the 

priests  of  Apollo  allowed  themselves  in  setting  in  order  the 

disjointed  cries  of  the  raging  priestess.     Some  modem  writers 

represent  them  as  a  school  of  statesmen  who  understood  better 

than  any  one  beside  the  essence  of  Greek  religion  and  the  true 

policy  of  states,  and  made  use,  for  the  good  of  Greece,  of  the 

ravings  of  the  Pythia,  in  order  to  attach  a  divine  sanction  to 

their  wise  recommendations.      But  there  is  little  evidence  of 

the  existence  at  Delphi  of  a  clique  endowed  with  superhuman 

wisdom ;  nor  is  it  in  accordance  with  what  we  know  of  human 

nature  to  think  that  any  clique  or  school  could  carry  on  for  age 

after  age  a  system  of  organised  imposture  from  the  best  and 

most  disinterested  motives.      It  is  more  reasonable  to  think 

that  the  priests  also  were  in  most  cases  honest,  delivering  to 

the  Yotaries  what  they  held  to  be  the  real  opinion  of  the  deity, 

though  of  course  expectations  as  to  what  the  deity  was  likely 

to  say  would  exercise  some  sway  over  their  minds,  and  they 

too  might  suppose  themselves  the  subjects  of  a  not  less  real 

though  a  more  measured  inspiration  than  that  of  the  Pythia 

herself.     It  is  hard  to  believe  that  a  system  not  really  genuine 

oould  gain  so  much  influence  in  Greece,  and  act  so  often  for 

good ;  so  that  the  greatest  sons  of  Greece,  Plato  and  Socrates, 

Aristotle,  and  even   Diogenes  the   Cynic,  recognised  in  the 

Pythian  responses  the  very  voice  of  God,  and  were  willing 

to  be  guided  by  it  in  matters  of  life  and  death. 

1  De  Div'm.  ii.  56.  '  BvU.  Corr,  HdL  iv.  473. 
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There  were  several  other  oracles  which,  if  less  noted  than 
that  of  Delphi,  were  of  great  reputation  in  their  own  districts. 
They  were  based,  like  the  Delphic  oracle,  on  the  interpretation 
by  priests  of  words  uttered  by  a  female  servant  of  Apollo  in 
a  state  of  delirium.      In  details  only  we  find  variety.      At 
HysisB  in  Bceotia,^  there  was  a  sacred  well  of  Apollo,  v^hich 
gave  those  who  drank  of  it  power  of  prophecy ;  at  Argos,^  the 
priestess  of  the  Pythian   Apollo  delivered  responses  once  a 
month  after  tasting  the  blood  of  a  lamb,  which  was  sacrificed 
for  the  purpose ;   at  Didyma  near  Miletus,  the  mere  fumes 
of  the  sacred  spring  were  said  to  be  sufficient  to  cause   the 
prophetic  frenzy  in  the  priestess.     At  the  oracle  of  the  Clarian 
Apollo,  near  Colophon,  the  responses  were  given  directly  by  the 
priest,  who  belonged  to  a  particular  family.     He  heard  only 
the  numbers  and  names  of  those  who  came  to  consult   the 
deity,  then  retired  into  a  cave,  drank  the  water  of  a  sacred 
spring,  and  straightway  gave  utterance  to  the  divine  response, 
speaking,  it  was  said,   in  hexameter  verse,   though   usually 
too  illiterate  to  compose  verses  in  his  sane  condition.     This 
answer  was  directed  to  the  question  in  the  mind  of  the  votary ; 
and  we  learn  from  Tacitus^  that  Germanicus  consulted  this 
oracle,  which  truly  foretold  his  speedy  death.     At  Patara  in 
Lycia  the  priestess  of  Apollo  was  shut  up  in  the  temple  all 
night. 

Oracles  by  dreams  were  more  common  as  an  institution  of 
certain  cults  in  the  later  days  of  Greece.  Probably  the  custom 
was  of  chthonic  origin,  sleeping  on  the  earth  being  a  means 
of  putting  oneself  in  communication  with  those  who  dwelt 
beneath  it,  the  spirits  of  the  dead  and  their  ruler  Hades.  But, 
in  fact,  it  was  most  commonly  practised  in  connection  with  the 
temples  of  Asklepius,  more  particularly  the  great  temples  of 
Epidaurus  and  Pergamon.  The  sick  were  not,  however, 
allowed  to  approach  the  deity  at  once.  They  had  first  to 
stay  at  the  temples  and  undergo  such  regimen  of  baths  and 
food  as  the  priests  chose  to  prescribe.  As  the  temples  of 
Asklepius  were  in  salubrious  situations,  and  usually  in  posses- 
sion of  a  good  supply  of  fresh  water,  and  as  the  priests  were 
sometimes  not  unversed  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  we  may 
conjecture  that  the  health  of  the  patients  did  not  suffer  by 
this  delay.  Then  after  appropriate  sacrifices  and  prayei^  they 
were  admitted  to  sleep  in  the  temple,  and  await  the  further 
commands  of  the  god  in  a  dream  which  seldom  failed  to  visit 

^  Paul.  ix.  2,  I.  ^  Pau8.  ii.  24,  i.  '  Ann,  ii.  54. 
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them.  They  told  the  dream  to  the  priesta,  who  were  ahle  to 
interpret  it  for  them.  A  full  account  of  the  process  is  given 
hy  Aristides.  Dream-oracles  belonged  also,  however,  to  other 
temples.  In  the  heroon  of  Calchas  and  in  that  of  Podaleirius 
son  of  Asklepius  at  Tricca  in  Thessaly,  votaries  slept  on  the 
skins  of  victims  and  received  divine  responses  in  their  dream& 
A  celebrated  dream-oracle  was  that  of  the  temple  of  Amphiaraus 
in  BcBotia,  where  the  future  was  revealed,  not  only  for  cure  of 
diseases,  but  in  other  matters  also.  The  votaries^  had  to 
undergo  purification,  and  sacrifice  to  a  number  of  deities,  in- 
cluding Achelous  and  Cephissus.  They  had  to  abstain  from 
wine  for  three  days  and  fast  for  one ;  then  a  ram  was  sacrificed 
to  the  hero,  and  on  his  skin  the  inquirer  slept  in  the  heroon. 
If  by  the  advice  of  the  seer  he  was  freed  from  a  disease,  he 
cast  a  coin  of  gold  or  silver  into  the  sacred  well. 

The  prophetic  power  was  attributed  to  many  deceased 
worthies,  and  exercised  at  their  graves  in  various  ways,  more 
especially  by  such  as  had  in  their  lifetime  been  gifted  with 
knowledge  of  the  future.  Teiresias  at  Orchomenus,  Mopsus  in 
Cilicia,  Amphilochus,  and  others  were  frequently  consulted. 
The  most  celebrated  oracle  of  this  class  was  the  noted  cave  of 
TrophoniuB,  a  visit  to  which  is  described  in  detail  by  Pau- 
sanias,'  who  had  himself  consulted  the  oracle.  It  appears  that 
those  who  came  to  consult  Trophonius  lodged  certain  days  in  a 
temple  of  Agathos  Diemon  and  Agathe  Tyche,  daily  sacrificing 
and  regularly  consulting  the  entrails  of  the  victims,  to  judge 
whether  the  Hero  was  willing  to  receive  them.  After  some 
stay,  provided  the  omens  were  favourable,  a  day  was  set  for  the 
initiation.  On  that  day  a  fresh  and  more  solemn  sacrifice  was 
made,  and  unless  every  sign  in  it  were  propitious  nothing  was 
done.  But  if  it  clearly  appeared  that  Trophonius  was  willing 
to  receive  the  suppliant,  he  was  taken  to  two  springs,  which 
rose  by  the  cave  and  were  called  the  waters  respectively  of 
Lethe  and  of  Mnemosyne;  of  both  he  dmnk,  that  he  might 
forget  things  past  and  remember  the  things  he  was  about 
to  see.  He  was  then  conducted  to  the  abode  of  Trophonius, 
which  was  not  properly  a  cave,  but  a  pit  some  seven  feet 
across  and  fourteen  deep,  not  natural,  Pausanias  says,  but 
made  carefully  by  art.  Into  this  pit  the  votary  descended 
by  means  of  a  narrow  ladder.     In   the  side  of  it  was  an 

^  Philoetr.  VtL  ApU,  ii.  37.     This  work  may  fairly  be  quoted  in  relation 
to  a  Greek  shrine,  where  the  truth  was  easily  ascertainable. 

•  «.:39. 
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opening  some  two  spans  wide  and  one  high,  into  which,  hold- 
ing in  either  hand  a  cake  kneaded  with  honey,  he  inserted 
himself  feet  foremost ;  and  no  sooner  were  his  knees  within  the 
orifice  than  he  was  borne  away  with  incredible  swiftness^  as  if 
by  a  rushing  river.  Over  what  thereafter  happened,  Pausanias 
draws  the  veil  of  a  discreet  silence.  "  All,"  he  says,  "  learn  not 
the  future  in  the  same  manner :  to  some  it  is  revealed  by  sight 
and  to  some  by  sound."  Then  the  votary  returned  again  to  the 
upper  air,  feet  foremost,  through  the  same  hole  through  which  he 
had  entered.  The  priests  received  him,  and  made  him  recount 
all  dazed  and  terrified  what  had  happened  to  him.  One  man 
only,  says  Pausanias,  lost  his  life  in  the  cave  :  he  was  a  soldier 
of  Demetrius  who  entered  without  due  sacrifice,  and  from 
motives  of  base  cupidity,  and  whose  dead  body  was  found  lying 
in  another  place  outside  the  cave. 

The  whole  account  is  remarkable,  and  witnesses  to  the  clear- 
ness of  Pausanias'  observation  and  his  accuracy  in  narration. 
A  modern  can  scarcely  avoid  the  suspicion  that  this  oracle 
must  have  been  an  imposture  contrived  by  a  sacerdotal  caste. 
We  should  suppose  either  that  the  votary  remained  in  the 
pit  all  the  while,  dazed  and  stupefied  by  some  fumes  rising 
from  the  hole,  and  seeming  in  his  vertigo  to  be  carried  to 
great  distances;  or  else  he  was  drawn  by  some  subtle  con- 
trivance of  the  priests  into  subterranean  chambers,  and  there 
made  to  hear  and  to  see  whatever  they  chose  to  arrange  ; 
and  this  last  view  derives  support  from  the  rule  that  he  must 
carry  a  cake  in  each  hand,  and  so  be  unable  to  feel  about  him 
as  he  was  borne  away.     The  murder  of  the  guard  of  Demetrius 
would  be  a  necessary  measure  of  self-protection  on  the  part 
of  those  in  charge  of  the  place.     All  that  Pausanias  tells  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  oracle,  which  was  established  by  one  man 
in  historical  times,  seems  to  bear  out  the  view  that  in  this 
case  we  have  to  do  with  a  sacrilegious   imposture.     But  it 
is  not  fair  to  argue  from  the  suspicious  character  of  this  late 
and  comparatively  obscure  oracle  that  the  same  nature  adhered 
to  other  oracles.     Every  true  thing  in  the  world  has  a  false 
thing  which   follows  it  as  night  follows  day.     It  no   more 
follows  from  the  fact  of  one  oracle  being  an  imposture  that 
all  were  such,  than  it  follows  because  there  are  false  Gospels 
that  all  Gos^^els  are  false,  or  that  because  we  have  illusions 
of  vision  all  sight  is  illusion. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

THE    PUBLIC    GAMES 

To  our  account  of  Greek  gyinnaBtics,  we  add  here  a  brief  lU'-^  ^^uM-^ 
account  of  the  public  games  0^  Greece,  for  which  gymnastic  7^^i^»^^^ f""^ 
training  was  to  a  large  extent  a  preparation.  /6 .  J  ^'^  • 

In  Greece  proper,  there  were  four  greater  festivals,  protected  ' 
by  a  sacred  truce  (cKcxctpta),  and  frequented  by  Greeks  from 
all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  These  were  the  Olympia, 
Pythia,  Isthmia,  and  Nemea,  victors  in  all  of  which  are 
commemorated  in  the  verses  of  Pindar.  But  if  we  count  the 
lesser  games  celebrated  at  the  various  cities  of  Greece,  the 
number. will  be  greatly  increased.  Indeed,  if  we  include  the 
various  Agones  introduced  in  the  wealthy  cities  of  Asia  from 
the  time  of  Alexander  onward,  we  may  reckon  that  there  were 
several  hundreds  of  them,  and  that  a  Greek  atlilete  in  later 
times  might  have  spent  his  whole  life  in  passing  from  one 
to  another.  At  these  less  honourable  games  the  prize  was 
no  longer  a  mere  wreath,  but  as  in  the  days  of  Homer,  objects 
of  value,  vases  and  cups,  which  are  frequently  represented  on 
later  Greek  monuments.  The  professional  athlete  or  pot- 
hunter made  his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  utterly  ruining 
the  reputation  and  perverting  the  purposes  of  the  Greek 
games. 

It  will  be  convenient  here  to  take  the  Olympic  contest  as 
the  type  of  all  others.*  Indeed,  on  it  most  of  the  rest  were 
modeUed,  with  one  important  addition.  At  Olympia  there 
was  no  musical  contest ;  while  at  all  three  of  the  other  great 
aytovcs  aT€<fMvCrai,  music  was  one  subject  of  competition. 
Contests  between  avkrjTaL  and  between  KiOapurral  were  a 
feature  of-  the  Kemea  and  Isthmia,  while  at  the  Pythia 
musical  competitions  were  the  oldest  and  most  important 
feature  of  the  meeting.  In  the  first  Pythia,  at  which  the 
Amphictyons  presided,  there  was  a  contest  in  KiOapt^ia,  or 
singing  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  lyre,  in  av\<^ia,  or  singing 
to  the  flute,  and  in  flute-playing  without  singing.  Strabo^ 
speaks  of  a  HvBik}^  vofw^,  wherein  the  performers  on  cithara 
and  flute  attempted  to  give  a  musical  rendering  of  that  victory 

^  A  more  complete  aooouiit  of  Olympia  and  its  festival  may  be  found  in 
my  New  Chapters  in  Greek  History^  chap*  ix.  '^  ix.  p.  421. 
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of  Apollo  over  the  Python  which  the  games  were  supposed  to 
commemorate ;  and  it  would  appear  that  the  competitors  were 
confined  to  that  subject. 

The  importance  to  Greek  religion  of  the  Olympic  contest  has 
been  already  discussed.  At  first  the  contest  is  said  to  have 
been  in  running  only,  and  the  festival  can  liave  lasted  but  a 
few  hours.  But  by  degrees  other  competitions  were  added, 
one  by  one,  until  it  occupied  five  complete  days.  Pausanias 
says  that  one  day  was  found  sulSicient  until  the  7  7th  Olympiad ; 
after  which  the  time  was  extended,  it  being  found  that  dark- 
ness came  on  before  the*  contests  were  at  an  end. 

The  sacred  truce,  ciccx€i/>mi,  lasted  one  month,  and  the  con- 
tests lasted  from  the  nth  to  the  15th  of  that  month,  in  order 
to  allow  the  spectators  full  time  to  go  to  and  return  from 
Olympia  in  peace  and  safety,  as  they  flocked  from  all  parts 
of  Greece.  The  roads  which  led  from  Olympia  into  Arcadia, 
and  thence  into  the  rest  of  Greece,  as  well  as  the  sacred  road 
to  Pyrgus,  the  haven  of  Elis,  were  thronged  with  a  motley 
crowd.  The  remarkable  feature  of  this  crowd  would  certainly 
be  the  absence  of  women;  but  it  would  include  men  of  the 
most  diverse  kinds.  The  merchant  with  his  goods,  the  poet 
with  his  works,  the  juggler  with  his  apparatus  all  looked  to 
find  an  audience  among  the  crowd  at  Olympia.  Here  would 
ride  a  wealthy  father  from  Syracuse  or  Croton,  whose  son  was 
already  on  the  spot  in  training  for  some  contest ;  and  besifle 
him  would  walk  a  sick  man  who  had  vowed  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  shrine  of  the  greatest  of  Greek  gods,  or  an  anxious  youth 
hoping  to  learn  amid  the  throng  tidings  of  a  brother  who  had 
left  his  home  for  a  voyage  many  months  before,  and  had  not 
since  been  heard  of.  At  intervals  might  be  discerned  groups 
of  delegates,  0ea>po&,  for  many  of  the  Greek  cities  despatched 
a  group  of  envoys  to  represent  them  officially  on  the  occasion. 
These  would  travel  in  chariots  or  on  horseback  with  a  train  of 
slaves,  and,  amid  their  baggage  would  be  not  only  whatever 
might  tend  to  make  their  own  appearance  more  splendid,  but 
also  handsome  vessels  or  statues  to  be  set  up  in  Uie  treasuries 
at  Olympia,  and  dedicated  to  Zeus,  as  well  as  copies,  on  tablets 
of  stone  or  bronze,  of  treaties  and  decrees  to  which  they  wished 
to  direct  the  eyes  of  all  Greece. 

Properly  speaking  there  was  no  town  at  Olympia,^  only  the 
Altis  or  sacred  enclosure,  which  contained  the  temples  of  Zeus 
and  the  allied  deities,  the  altars,  and  the  statues ;  and  beside 

^  See  plan,  p.  171. 


THE   PUBLIC    GAMES  2/1 

the  Altis  the  great  Gymnasiuniy  the  Hippodrome,  the  Stadium, 
and  various  offices.  At  all  events  there  was  no  town  at  all 
capable  of  accommodating  the.  vast  crowd  of  strangers.  Tents 
were  therefore  erected  all  ahout  the  plain,  giving  it  the  appear 
ance  of  a  great  fair  or  encampment.  The  days  immediately 
preceding  the  i  ith  of  the  month  were  spent  in  sacrifices  on  the 
part  of  the  delegates  (O^apot),  the  competitors,  and  the  authori- 
ties of  Elis.  This  time  abo,  as  well  as  that  which  followed 
the  actual  celebration  of  the  games,  was  the  great  opportunity 
for  merchants,  poets,  painters,  and  all  who  had  wares  to  which 
they  wished  to  attract  public  attention.  During  the  five  great 
days  no  one  would  have  leisure  to  attend  to  them. 

On  the  I  ith,  long  before  daybreak,  every  point  commanding 
a  good  view  of  the  stadium  was  occupied.  The  Olympian 
festival  was  celebrated  in  the  hottest  time  of  the  year;  the 
contests  went  on  all  through  the  heat  of  the  day.  The  dust  of 
Olympia  was  proverbial,  and  the  honour  of  the  god  demanded 
that,  no  spectator  should  wear  a  hat  Yet  all  day  long  the 
dense  crowd  stood  about  the  places  of  trial,  getting  no  rest 
from  sunrise  to  sunset^  and  no  food  except  such  as  each  spectator 
could  take  with  him  in  the  morning.  Nor  were  the  spectators 
silent :  with  loud  shouts  each  encouraged  his  friends  or  applauded 
skilful  acts,  or  howled  at  any  cowardice  or  cheating.  It  may 
be  imagined  that  such  a  scene  was  unfitted  for  the  secluded 
women  of  Greece.  Nevertheless,  though  it  is  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  married  women  were  not  allowed  as  spectators  at 
Olympia,  yet  some  writers,  on  the  authority  of  Pausanias,^ 
have  maintained  that  virgins  were  present.  This  is  in  itself 
most  unlikely;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  no  instance  of  the 
presence  of  a  virgin  can  be  adduced  from  Greek  literature. 
The  most  that  can  be  conceded  is  that  possibly  the  young 
women  of  Elis  or  of  some  of  the  Dorian  cities  may  have  been 
assigned  a  place. 

l^e  competitors  in  any  contest  were  obliged  to  establish 
their  Hellenic  parentage,  and  the  fact  that  they  had  been  in 
training  for  ten  months  with  a  view  to  the  games.  If  the 
Hellanodic89,  who  were  the  Elean  magistrates  intrusted  with 
the  control  of  the  games,  allowed  their  claims,  the  competitors 
were  next  obliged  to  be  present  at  Elis  for  the  thirty  days 
immediately  preceding  the  festival,  and  practise  under  the 
eyes  and  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Hellanodic®,  who 
tkos  had  the  means  of  learning  the  respective  merits  of  the 

^  vL  20i  9.    . 
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various  athletes.  At  the  eud  of  that  time  the  uames  of  tlioee 
entered  for  various  contests  were  written  on  a  white  board, 
AcvKctf/iui,  and  suspended  at  Olympia.  After  this  there  vraa 
no  retreat.  Withdrawing  was  considered  cowardly  and  not 
allowed ;  indeed,  it  was  visited  hy  penalties  as  severe  as  those 
directed  against  bribery,  or  the  taking  of  an  unfair  advantage 
over  an  opponent.  If  the  number  of  competitors  were  too 
great  for  a  single  heat,  they  were  divided  by  lot  into  several 
groups,  Ta^i9.  Boxers  and  wrestlers  had  to  be  drawn  in  pairs  ; 
and  thus,  if  the  number  of  combatants  was  uneven,  one  of 
them  must  necessarily  draw  a  bye.  This  fortunate  person  was 
called  €<^8/909,  and  he  was  naturally  considered  by  the  Greeks 
to  have  a  far  better  chance  of  victory  than  the  rest,  because 
at  the  second  stage  of  the  contest  he  would  be  opposed  fresh 
and  unwounded  to  a  wearied  and  battered  adversary. 

As  to  the  order  of  the  contests  at  Olympia  there  is  much 
doubt;  but  it  is  fairly  safe  to  consider  that  the  order  of 
succession  was  as  a  general  rule  the  same  as  the  order  in  which 
the  competitions  were  introduced  at  Olympia,  the  contest  of 
oldest  standing  coming  first  in  order,  and  so  on. 

The  various  contests  of  strength  and  skill  in  which  the 
youth  of  Greece  engaged  are  described  briefly  in  the  chapter 
(Book  lY.  ii.)  which  deals  with  physical  training,  in  which 
chapter  will  also  be  found  copies  of  the  representations  of 
athletic  sports  on  Greek  vases. 

The  earliest  of  competitions  was  the  <rrdSiov,  the   short- 
distance  race;  and  at  every  return  of  the  festival  this  was 
the  opening  contest,  and  he  who  was  victorious  in  it  gave 
his  name  to  the  whole  celebration,  just  as  in  certain  circles 
in  England  years  are  mentioned  by  the  name  of  the  winner 
of  the  Derby.     The  fourteenth  Olympiad  witnessed  the  intro- 
duction of  a  longer  race,  the  8tavXos,  in  which  the  runners 
turned  at  the  post  at  the  end  of  the  course  and  finished  at 
the  starting-point.     Then  followed  the  Soki^oSf  in  which  they 
traversed  the  length  of  the  course  many  times.     Next  were 
added  wrestling,  the  w€vraOkov,  and  boxing,  as  tO  which  we 
speak  in  more  detail  in   the  chapter  on  physical  training. 
Boxing  was  by  no  means  in  favour  at  Sparta :  the  magistrates 
set  their  faces  against  that  and  the  pancratium,  not  aJlowing 
their  citizens  to  partake  in  a  contest  which  seemed  to  them 
degrading.     Few  or  no  Laconian  winners,  either  in  boxing  of 
the  pancratium,  are  recorded ;  while  wrestling  and  the  penta- 
thlum  were  quite  at  home  at  Sparta. 

In  the  25  th  Olympiad,  the  character  of  the  celebration  was 
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entirely  changed  by  the  introduction  of  a  race  of  quadrigse 
of  horses.  Hitherto  there  had  been  complete  democracy  at 
Olympia,  and  only  agility  and  strength  had  distinguished  man 
from  man.  But  with  the  introduction  of  chariots  the  rich  at 
once  obtained  means  of  distinction  at  the  games  through  wealth 
alone ;  and  of  course  the  next  step  was  to  think  more  of  a 
victory  with  a  chariot  than  of  a  personal  success.  We  find 
all  the  wealthiest  nobles  of  Greece — ^Anaxilaus,  Alcibiades, 
Dionysiua,  Gelon — eagerly  competing  with  their  teams  at 
Olympia;  and  the  city,  one  of  whose  citizens  was  fortunate 
enough  to  win  in  the  contest,  not  unfrequently  records  the 
triumph  on  its  state  issues  of  coins.  The  charioteer  did  not  use 
a  whip  but  a  long  pointed  stake  or  goad,  Kivrpov,  with  which 
he  spurred  on  the  horses,  pricking  them  from  behind.  From 
all  accounts  which  reach  us  wo  may  judge  that  the  victory  in 
the  chariot-race  was  not  always  to  the  swift ;  in  every  race 
many  or  most  of  the  chariots  were  wrecked  either  by  rivals  or 
in  turning  the  goal ;  and  indeed  if  we  consider  that  all  chariots 
had  to  turn  round  the  meta,  it  seems  a  wonder  that  any  escaped. 
Pausanias  ^  gives  us  an  elaborate  description  of  the  Hippodrome 
at  Olympia,  the  a<f>&rvs  of  which  was  a  careful  contrivance, 
the  invention  of  Cleoetas.  The  33rd  Olympiad  witnessed  the 
introduction  of  the  pancratium,  wayKpariov,  and  the  race  on 
horseback,  tmrt^  kcAi/ti,  the  arrangements  in  regard  to  which 
closely  resembled  those  of  the  chariot  race.  As  to  horse-racing, 
that  IB  the  same  thing  in  all  ages ;  the  Greeks,  however,  made 
a  sharp  turn  requisite  when  the  meta  was  reached,  which  would 
disconcert  a  modem  jockey.  Philip  of  Macedon  won  with  the 
KcA.1^,  and  on  his  coins,  in  commemoration  of  the  event,  we 
find  an  enormous  horse  ridden  by  a  diminutive  jockey.  < 

In  the  37th  Olympiad  boys  were  first  admitted  to  com- 
petition amongst  themselves  in  running  and  wrestling ;  in  the 
38th  Olympiad  the  pentathlum,  and  in  the  4i8t  boxing  was 
extended  to  boys.  In  the  65th  Olympiad  the  race  for  men 
in  armour  was  introduced,  ovrkCrtav  Spofio^.  This  was  a  valuable 
preparation  for  actual  war,  training  men  to  charge  on  the  field. 
At  first  the  competitors  had  to  run  encumbered  with  helmet, 
greaves,  and  shield ;  but  before  long  the  two  former  pieces  of 
armour  were  abandoned,  and  the  shield  alone  retained.  ^ 

In  the  70th  Olympiad  the  dinqvr)^  or  biga  of  mules,  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  new  competition ;  in  the  7i8t  the  race  called  Kakirq 
was  instituted,  wherein  the  riders  on  horseback,  who  formed 

*  vi.  ao. 
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the  competitors,  leapt  in  the  last  lap  from  their  horses  and 
to  the  goal,  holding  them  by  the  rein.     Both  of  these  competi- 
tions were  again  given  up  in  the  84th  Olympiad. 

In  the  93rd  celebration  the  race  for  bigsB  of  horses  "was 
instituted ;  in  the  96th  the  contest  of  heralds  and  trumpeters  ; 
in  the  99th  the  race  for  quadrigsB  of  colts;  in  the  i28tli  the 
race  for  bigaa  of  colts ;  in  the  131st  the  colt  race ;  in  the  145th 
the  pancratium  for  boys. 

Of  many  of  these  contests  we  may  find  vivid  and  tnithfal 
representations  on  the  vases  which  were  bestowed  on  the 
victors  in  the  Panathensea  and  other  contests. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  contest,  the  name  of  each  winner, 
and  that  of  the  city  which  claimed  him  as  a  citizen,  was  recited 
with  loud  voice  by  a  herald ;  and  the  Hellanodicaa  placed  on  his 
head  the  crown  of  wild  olive,  which  was  the  greatest  object  of 
ambition  of  every  Greek  youth.  Then  all  the  victors  were  enter- 
tained at  a  banquet  by  the  magistrates  of  £lis  ;  and  amid  heca- 
tombs and  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  the  festival  came  to  an  end 

On  approaching  his  own  city  the  young  victor  was  received 
in  a  manner  well  fitted  to  turn  his  head.  Sometimes  a  part  of 
the  wall  was  thrown  down  that  he  might  enter  by  a  new  and 
unused  door.  All  the  town  kept  festival ;  and  as  his  cortege 
approached,  singing  some  strain  which  a  lyric  poet  had  com- 
posed for  the  occasion,  it  was  pelted  with  flowers  and  over- 
whelmed with  plaudits,  and  solid  rewards  were  added  to  the 
fame.  At  Athens  the  Olympic  victor  had  a  right  to  live  at  the 
public  expense  in  the  Prytaneium ;  at  Sparta  he  had  the  no  less 
valued  right  of  fighting  near  the  person  of  the  king.  The 
statues  of  victorious  men,  victorious  horses,  and  successful 
chariots  were  set  up  at  Olympia,  and  in  the  cities  to  which 
they  ^belonged. 


CHAPTER  IX 

THE  MYSTERIES 

We  have  already  spoken  of  mystic  sacrifices,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  establish  a  relation  between  worshipper  and 
worshipped  through  the  death  or  blood  of  a  sacrifice.  There 
is,  however,  another  means  of  attaining  the  same  end,  which  is 
familiar  to  barbarous  races,  in  the  practice  of  certain  hidden 
and  sacred  rites,  combining  purification  with  the  partaking  of 
a  sacred  meal,  and  with  dances  or  dramatic  representations. 
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Mysteries  of  this  kind,  retaining  much  of  harharous  rite, 
yet  capahle  of  heing  filled  with  higher  meaning  and  hecoming 
a  worthy  part  of  religion,  existed  in  many  parts  of  GreCCSTNJBy 
far  the  most  important  of  them  were  the  Mysteries  of  £leu8i^\ 
originating,  probably  in  pre-Hellenic  times,  in  an  agricultural 
festival,  but  gradually  developed,  under  the  influence  of  Athens, 
into  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  Greek  religion,  and 
the  great  stronghold  in  Hellas  of  the  doctrine  of  a  life  beyond 
the  grave. 

At  Athens  there  were  greater  and  lesser  Mysteries;  the 
lesser  conducted  at  the  temple  of  the  Great  Goddesses  at  Agree, 
a  suburb  of  Athens,  in  the  time  of  spring ;  the  greater  celebrated 
at  £leu8is,  in  the  month  Boedromion,  near  to  the  time  for  sow- 
ing seed.  The  lesser  Mysteries  were  regarded  as  a  necessary 
preliminary  for  those  who  wished  to  be  initiated  at  Eleusis ; 
but  of  their  course  we  know  scarcely  anything.  As  to  the 
greater,  we  are  better  informed.  Their  details  were  entirely 
under  the  control  of  a  body  of  magistrates  who  must  belong 
to  certain  patrician  houses.  The  highest  officer  was  the  icpo- 
iidvrqs,  who  is  frequently  mentioned  by  ancient  writers  as 
having  supreme  control.  There  were  certain  parts  of  the  Eleu- 
sinian  precinct,  into  which  he  alone  had  the  right  to  penetrate ; 
and  he  was  supposed  to  know  more  than  any  one  else  of  the 
secret  wisdom  of  the  Mysteries,  some  part  of  which  he  com- 
municated to  the  initiated  in  a  series  of  short  and  obscure 
sentences  uttered  from  time  to  time  during  the  ceremonies. 
He  also  in  the  sacred  dramas  which  were,  as  we  shall  see, 
among  the  principal  features  of  the  ceremonies,  sustained  the 
most  importistnt  part.  He  was  taken  necessarily  from  among 
the  descendants  of  Eumolpus,  and  was  accorded,  even  in  civil 
life,  peculiar  honours,  such  as  the  right  of  wearing  a  purple 
diadema.  It  is  evident  that  on  his  character  depended  in  a 
great  degree  that  of  the  whole  Mysteries.  True  there  were 
certain  sacred  books,  religiously  preserved,  which  gave  directions 
which  even  the  Hierophant  was  not  at  liberty  to  neglect,  as  to 
the  ritual  to  be  followed.  But  it  is  likely  that  these  books 
dealt  only  with  outward  form :  such  at  least  is  certainly  the 
character  of  the  inscription  found  at  Andania,  and  regulating 
the  procedure  at  the  Mysteries  held  at  that  city.  But  the 
whole  tone  of  the  celebration  and  the  meaning  of  the  ceremonies 
rested  with  him  to  determine ;  so  when  we  learn  that  in  late 

'  An  account  of  the  sanctnary  of  Eleusis  and  the  Mysteries  there 
celebrated  will  be  fonnd  in  New  Chapten  in  Oreek  Hittory^  chap.  xiv. 
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days  the  Hierophant  was  on  more  than  one  occasion  a  Neo> 
Platonist)  we  can  easily  imagine  that  he  would  turn  the  cele- 
bration to  quite  other  purposes  than  those  for  which  it  was 
instituted.     As  his  colleague  he  had  the  Hierophantis  chosen 
from  the  families  of  the  £umolpide  or  Philleidie,  who  must  be 
of  chaste  reputation  and  advanced  age,  and  who  in  the  dramas 
probably  represented  Demeter  or  her  daughter.    Next  in  dignity 
to  this  pair  came  the  Torch-bearers,  S^v^oi,  male  and  female, 
who  were  in  early  times  taken  from  the  family  of  Triptolenms, 
but  afterwards,  that  race  having  become  extinct^  from  that  of 
Lycomedes.     These  officials  conducted  the  crowds  of  votaries^ 
and  instructed  them  in  many  matters.    Other  important  officers 
were  the  herald,  tcrjpv^,  the  hn^taiua^  or  sacrificer,  and  the 
eponymous  priestess  of  Demeter ;  and  there  were  a  number  of 
minor  officials.     In  addition  each  intending  celebrant  had  to 
join  himself  to  the  company  of  a  mystagogus,  that  is,  a  person 
of  standing  who  had  been  himself  initiated,  and  who  both 
prepared  his  clients  for  the  ceremony,  and  in  person  conducted 
them  through  it     The  police  was  maintained  by  the  Upoirotoi 
and  other  sacred  officers  of  the  Kepublic,  under  the  supreme 
control  of  the  Archon-Basileus ;   and  all  persons  committing 
any  act  of  sacrilege  during  the  celebration  was  punished  with 
extreme  severity,  sometimes  even  being  put  to  death  on  the 
spot  if  captured  fiagrawte  delicto.     The  memorable  instance  of 
Alcibiades  shows  how  deeply  the  Athenian  people  resented  any 
attempt  to  desecrate  their  much-loved  Mysteries. 

Initiation  was  originally  confined  as  a  privilege  to  Athenians, 
or  even  to  a  narrower  circle.  But  this  exclusiveness  was  after- 
wards relaxed,  and  persons  of  good  Hellenic  parentage  found 
no  difficulty  in  procuring  admission.  Persians  were  pointedly 
excluded,  as  well  as  slaves,  and  all  persons  branded  with 
infamy  or  stained  with  crime.  Women,  however,  were  ad- 
mitted as  freely  as  men ;  indeed,  a  well-bom  Athenian  of  either 
sex  would  scarcely  fail  to  undergo  the  rite.  Socrates  was 
reproached  for  being  almost  the  only  Athenian  who  had  not 
applied.  Candidates  for  initiation,  /lixrrat,  were  requii^  to 
observe  certain  dietetic  rules.  These  were,  however,  based 
less  on  ethical  principle  than  on  ceremonial  grounds.  They 
had  to  abstain  from  chickens,  fish  of  some  sorte,  beans,  pome- 
granates, and  apples.  The  priests  had  carefully  to  avoid  the 
contamination  arising  from  a  corpse,  or  from  certain  animals 
reputed  unclean.  It  was  required  of  the  Hierophant  that 
during  the  festival  he  should  live  apart  from  his  wife.  But 
the  most  rigorous  provisions  were  those  which  exacted  from 
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priests  and  mystae  alike  absolute  secrecy  as  to  all  the  details 
of  the  festival.  The  penalty  of  death  was  provided  against 
any  one  who  failed  to  preserve  the  secret ;  but  it  was  seldom 
inflicted,  for  it  was  seldom  merited.  The  works  of  art  of  the 
Greeks  are  as  reserved  on  the  subject  as  their  writings ;  and 
Demosthenes  could  declare  that  it  was  not  possible  for  those 
who  had  not  been  initiated  at  Eleusis  to  learn  by  hearsay 
anything  which  went  on  there. 

The^  local  tradition  at  Eleusis  assigned  the  origin  of  the 
mysteries  there  to  Eumolpus,  one  of  the  traditional  Thracian 
seers  and  poets  who  were  supposed  to  have  so  largely  influenced 
Greek  religious  thought  And  this  may  suggest  the  question 
whether  they  were  not  influenced  from  Phrygia,  where  dwelt 
a  people  kindred  to  the  Thracian,  and  distinguished  among  the 
races  of  antiquity  by  their  devotion  to  great  chthonic  goddesses. 
This  view  is  advocated  by  Mr.  Eamsay  in  the  Encydopoedia 
Britcmnica  (Mysteries).  In  that  case  they  would  exhibit  a 
fragment  of  the  religion  of  Asia  Minor  adopted  and  purified 
by  the  Athenians.  To  trace  fully  the  growth  of  this  cultus 
from  stage  to  stage,  until  from  an  obscure  local  worship  it 
became  one  celebrated  throughout  the  civilised  world,  would 
not  be  possible  in  the  absence  of  ancient  testimony.  The 
cause  of  that  growth  was  without  doubt  the  close  connection 
of  Eleusis  with  Athens,  and  the  adoption  by  the  latter  city  of 
Eleusinian  beliefs  and  legends.  M.  Lenormant  ^  considers  that 
we  can  trace  three  successive  periods  in  the  history  of  the 
Eleusinian  Mysteries.  The  first  is  represented  by  the  Homeric 
hymn  to  Demeter,  and  during  its  continuance  the  ceremonies 
were  altogether  of  a  commemorative  kind.  The  abduction  of 
Cora,  the  wanderings  and  grief  of  her  mother,  the  interference 
of  the  higher  powers,  and  finally  the  partial  restoration  of  the 
lost  one  were  all  brought  before  the  eyes  of  the  initiated  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  it  is  likely  that  these  scenes  were  explained 
as  relating  to  the  hiding  of  seed  in  the  earth  and  its  rising  in 
spring,  phenomena  the  explanation  of  which  occupies  much  of 
the  religious  thought  of  many  primitive  peoples.  The  name  of 
lacchus  does  not  occur  in  the  hymn,  and  its  omission  has  been 
variously  explained.     But  it  is  only  in  the  second  period  of 

^  A  considerable  part  of  the  following  pages  is  taken  from  my  New 
Chapters  in  Oreek  Hiatory,  with  the  permission  of  the  publisher,  Mr.  John 
Mnrray. 

^  OofUemporary  Beview,  1880.  The  writer  speaks  with  especial  authority 
on  this  subject,  having  been  engaged  in  excavations  at  Eleusis,  and  being 
versed  in  the  obscurer  elements  of  Greek  cnlt. 
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Eleusinian  history  that  lacchus  takes  an  important  place.     Tliis 
period  begins  early  indeed,  but  subsequently  to  the  Homeric 
hymn.     In  it  we  trace  the  gradual  intrusion  of  orgiastic  axici 
Dionysiac  rites,  lacchus  being  identified  with  Bacchus,  and 
that  deity  taking  his  place  at  Eleusis  as  husband  or  as  son    of 
Persephone.     The  third  period  may  begin  about  the  time   of 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  is  marked  by  the  adoption  at  Eleusis, 
under  the  influence  of  the  school  of  religion  called  by  the 
name  of  Orpheus,  of  the  strange  Cretan  legend  of  Zagreus,  and 
the  Oriental  rites  which  belong  to  that  deity,  the  chthonic 
Dionysus.     These  are  the  rites  which  caused  so  much  scandal 
in  Greece,  and  which,  when  they  spread  into  Campania,  were 
put  down  by  the  strong  hand  of  the  Roman  Republic.     Not 
that  the  Eleusinian  rites  ever  became  really  licentious  or  in- 
decent :  their  close  connection  with  all  that  was  respectable  at 
Athens  saved  them  from  that     But  the  cultus  of  Zagreus 
found  a  home  at  Eleusis,  and  his  legend  was  closely  connected 
with  that  of  the  Great  Cioddesses.     Only  it  was  explained  away 
in  spiritual  and  non-natural  fashion,  and  was  even  made  edifying 
by  having  put  into  it  the  promise  of  future  life  beyond  the 
grave.     We  might  perhaps  distinguish  a  fourth  period,  when 
neo-Platonic  philosophers  were  hierophante,  and  the  doctrines 
of  Eleusis  were  developed  by  the  pagans  as  a  parallel  and 
counterpoise  to  those  of  the  Christian  Church. 

In  the  Mysteries  of  Eleusis  four  acts  were  distinguished  :  (i) 
KaOapa-K,  the  preliminary  purification ;  (2)  frvarTacri^  the  rites 
and  sacrifices  which  preceded  and  prepared  the  way  for  the 
actual  celebration ;  (3)  tcA-ct^  or  ftviyo-ts,  the  initiation  properly 
so  called ;  and  (4)  ciroirrcta,  the  last  and  highest  grade  of  initia- 
tion. The  last  two  of  these  stages  alone  were  of  private  and 
mysterious  nature ;  at  the  first  two  the  whole  populace  assisted 
freely.  The  whole  festival  was  protected  by  a  sacred  truce,* 
proclaimed,  like  that  in  connection  with  the  Olympian  festival, 
by  public  heralds.  During  the  earlier  part  of  the  Peloponnesian 
war,  the  Spartans  respected  this  truce ;  but  after  the  renewal 
of  hostilities  and  the  occupation  of  Doceleia,  they  stopped  for 
many  years  the  procession  of  mystffi  to  Eleusis. 

We  learn  from  an  inscription  ^  of  the  age  of  Hadrian,  that 
on  the  13th  of  Boedromion,  the  Ephebi  of  Athens  were 
marshalled,  and  went  in  procession  to  Eleusis  in  order  to  escort 

*  Dittenberger,  Syll.  No.  384.  Br.  Mus.  In$er,  No.  2.  The  duration 
of  the  truce  was  from  the  middle  of  Metageitnion,  including  all  Boe- 
dromion, until  the  loth  of  Pyanepsion. 

-  Dittenberger,  Syll,  No.  387. 
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thence  on  the  14th  in  solemn  procession  certain  sacred  objects, 
ra  Upa,  which  were  required  for  the  procession  from  Athens 
to  Eleusis,  which  at  that  age  took  place  on  the  19th  of 
Boedromion. 

The  first  day  of  the  Eleusinia  fell  on  the  15th  of  Boe- 
dromion. It  was  called  the  assembling,  dyv/o/x^,  because  on  it 
the  mystsB  assembled  in  groups,  each  under  the  direction  and 
guidance  of  a  mystagogus.  At  the  Stoa  Pcecile  they  received 
a  sort  of  address  from  the  officials;  the  King-archon  first 
ordering  those  to  withdraw  who  were  stained  by  crime  or 
ignominy,  or  otherwise  unworthy  of  admission,  and  the  hiero- 
phant  next  proclaiming  the  conditions  required  of  those  who 
desired  to  be  initiated,  and  enjoining  purity,  both  inward  and 
outward,  on  all.  And  the  sacred  herald  impressed  on  the 
assembled  votaries  the  duty  of  absolute  secrecy  as  to  all  that 
they  might  witness,  and  bade  them  be  silent  throughout,  and 
not  even  utter  exclamations. 

The  second  day  of  the  mysteries,  the  i6th  of  Boedromion, 
was  that  called  aXaSe  fivtrrai^  <'  MystsB  to  the  sea,"  because  on 
it  the  candidates  for  initiation  purified  alike  themselves  and 
the  young  pig,  which  was  the  regular  victim  of  the  goddesses, 
in  the  salt  waters  of  the  sea,  or  perhaps,  as  M.  Lenormant 
maintains,  in  the  salt  water  of  the  two  lakes  called  Rheiti  on 
the  Sacred  Way. 

These  days  were  not  at  Athens  holidays,  except  for  the 
mystse.  But  the  17  th  of  Boedromion  was  kept  as  a  holiday 
generally.  On  it  there  were  solemn  state  sacrifices  in  the 
Meusinium  at  Athens ;  and  each  of  the  mystsB  o£fered  the 
sacred  pig  required  from  him.  On  the  18th  also  there  was  a 
continuation  of  sacrifices  and  offerings  to  the  two  goddesses. 

The  grand  procession  of  the  mystse  from  Athens  to  Eleusis 
is  spoken  of  by  the  writers  as  happening  on  the  20th  of  the 
month.  The  inscription  already  cited  assigns  it  to  the  19th. 
Possibly  by  the  time  of  Hadrian  the  day  had  been  changed,  or 
it  may  be,  as  Dittenberger  suggests,  that  as  the  procession  did 
not  reach  Eleusis  until  after  sunset  on  the  19th  it  was  reckoned 
as  belonging  to  the  20th.  It  bore  the  name  of  lacchus,  because 
in  it  the  stotue  of  lacchus  was  borne  from  Athens  to  Eleusis, 
escorted  by  the  Ephebi,  and  followed  by  the  crowd  of  the 
mystse,  each  bearing  a  lighted  torch.  The  march  was  ordered 
by  the  lacchagogus ;  the  statue  was  attended  by  two  priestesses, 
and  followed  by  bearers,  who  carried  the  cradle  and  the  play- 
things of  the  infant  deity.  The  procession  kept  up  a  constant 
singing  of  hymns,  of  which  we  may  form  some  idea  from  the 
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imitations  of  them  in  the  Frogs,  At  each  of  the  shrines  on  the 
Sacred  Way  it  stopped  to  make  sacrifices  and  libations,  to  sing 
hymns  and  perform  sacred  dances.  Naturally  it  moved  but 
slowly  and,  though  starting  at  daybreak,  did  not  reach  Elleusis 
till  late  at  night.  Reaching  the  spot  the  mystsB  found  some 
shelter  or  encampment  to  protect  them  from  the  weather  during 
their  stay  at  Eleusis. 

Tlie  site  of  ELeusis  has  now  been  fully  excavated  by  the  Greek 
Archaeological  Society.^  The  centre  of  the  sacred  enclosure 
was  occupied  by  the  great  Hall  of  Initiation.  This  was  in  no 
sense  a  temple,  but  merely  a  vast  hall,  whereof  the  roof  was 
supported  by  a  forest  of  pillars,  while  round  the  four  sides 
were  stone  seats  eight  steps  high,  capable  of  holding  some  3000 
people.  Practically  it  was  only  a  shelter,  adapted  to  protect 
from  storms  and  rain  the  whole  body  of  the  mystse,  together 
with  the  hierophant  and  other  officials,  who  had  to  instruct 
them  by  sight  and  sound  in  the  sacred  lore  of  £leusis. 

During  the  daytime  the  mysta  fasted,  breaking  tlieir  fast^ 
as  the  Mohammedans  do  in  our  time,  at  sunset;  and  as  most 
of  the  sacred  ceremonies  went  on  at  night,  we  must  suppose 
that  the  day  was  mostly  spent  in  sleep,  or  in  prostration  resulting 
from  the  excitements  of  the  night  Amid  the  nightly  cele- 
brations we  can  distinguish  certain  interesting  ceremonies. 

First  the  initiated  had  to  rouse  in  themselves  a  feeling  of 
sympathy  with  Demeter  in  her  passion.  They  imitated  the 
sad  wanderings  of  the  goddess  who  roamed,  torch  in  hand, 
along  the  shore  of  Eleusis ;  and  we  are  told  that  the  lights 
which  they  bore  looked  from  a  distance  like  a  swarm  of  fire- 
flies on  the  shore  of  the  bay.  They  sat  like  their  sorrowing 
goddess  on  the  ''joyless  rock,"  and  tried  to  imagine  that  from 
them  also  the  sweet  Persephone  had  been  snatched  away. 
Amid  so  many  mystsB  some  must  have  suffered  the  loss  of  their 
own  children,  and  perhaps  to  them  the  feeling  that  such  loss 
was  not  unknown,  even  to  the  immortal  gods,  and  perhaps 
might  be,  like  the  absence  of  Persephone,  only  temporary,  must 
have  sometimes  come  as  a  strong  consolation. 

Secondly,  there  was  certainly  a  sacrament  of  eating  and 
drinking.  After  a  nine  days'  fast  Demeter  had  been  persuaded 
by  the  drolleries  of  lambe  or  Baubo  to  partake  of  food  and 
drink,  and  to  change  the  harshness  of  despair  for  less  passionate 
grief.     The  votaries  of  Demeter  also  broke  their  fast  by  eating 

^  A  plan  will  be  found  in  my  New  Chapters,  and  in  the  new  edition  of 
Smith's  Claniixd  Dictionary,  under  "Eleusia." 
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from  a  sacred  vessel  and  drinking  a  draught  called  the  itvKfuv, 
made  of  meal  and  water.  They  also  handled  certain  sacred 
objects,  transferring  them  from  boaket  to  bos,  or  from  box  to 
basket,  according  to  a  fixed  ritual.  Of  course  such  ceremonies 
are  no  surprise  to  the  anthropologist,  who  knows  that  in  all 
religions  some  of  the  most  solemn  ceremonies  are  connected 
wit£  eating  and  drinking  in  common. 


Fra.    t7.~HALL  OF  THB  HTSTX.      {DdRPFILD.) 


Thirdly,  it  may  be  regarded  as  certain  that  tlie  crowning  and 
consummation  of  the  whole  celelinttion  at  Eleusis  cousieted  in 
certain  representations  of  a  dramatic  character,  mysteries  or 
miracle  plays,  which  were  acted  in  tlie  sacred  meeting-hall,  and 
which  contained  the  revelations  to  be  made  to  the  initiated. 

But  vre  must  begin  by  dismissing  as  fanciful  and  unfounded 
a  great  deal   of  modem   conjecture  on   this  subject     Some 
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modem  writers  have  taxed  their  ingenuity  to  imagine  such 
noble  revelations  as  should  correspond  to  what  they  think  the 
Eleusinia  ought  to  be.     They   have  pictured   to  themselves 
elaborate  ceremonies  and  carefully  planned  stage-effects ;  and 
it  must  be  confessed  that  they  are  not  without  the  support  of 
some  ancient  authorities,  who,  however,  belong  to  the   last 
periods  of  Greek  literature.    For  example,  the  orator  Themistius, 
who  lived  in  the  fourth  century,  writes  of  the  myste :  "  They 
wander  about  at  first ;  they  enter  on  wearisome  deviations ; 
they  walk  about  full  of  suspicion  and  uncertainty  in  the  dark- 
ness ;  and  the  nearer  they  approach  to  the  goal,  the  more 
terrible  everything  becomes :  there  is  nothing  but  trembling, 
shuddering,  sweating,  and  stupor.    Then  a  marvellous  light  falls 
on  them,  and  they  enter  pure  places  and  meadows,  and  hear 
voices,  and  see  dances,  and  witness  majestic  utterances  and 
sacred  forms."     It  is  perhaps  not  strange  that  some  writers 
should  have  supposed,  on  the  strength  of  such  passages  as  this, 
that  the  mystse,  on  their  way  to  the  hall  of  assembly,  passed 
through  long  underground  passages,  and  wandered  far  in  the 
darkness.     And  the  opinion  has  been  widely  diffused,  though 
based  on  slight  authority,  that  in  these  wanderings  there  were 
displayed  before  them  the  terrors  of  Tartarus,  dreadful  sights 
and  sounds,  in  sharp  contrast  to   the  delights  of  Elysium 
supposed  to  be  revealed  in  the  hall  itself*     This  view  must  be 
considered  as  finally  disposed  of  by  the  evidence  of  excavation, 
which  has  proved  that  the  underground  passages  which  the 
Dilettanti  supposed  themselves  to  have  discovered  never  existed. 
The  darkling  walk,  which  was  said  to  be  so  full  of  terrors  and 
uncertainties,  could  only  be  the  walk  from  the  propylsea  to  the 
gates  of  the  hall.     But  we  must  remember  that  after  their 
daily  fast  the  votaries  would  be  worked  up  to  a  pitch  of  excite- 
ment ;  their  expectation  would  be  raised  to  the  highest  point ; 
and  the  nights  were  planned  by  the  Attic  calendar  so  as  to  fall 
when  there  was  no  moon.     The  my s tee  might  therefore  be  very 
ready  to  imagine  more  than  they  saw. 

But  what  happened  when  at  last  the  door  of  the  hall 
was  opened,  and  the  torch-bearer  appeared  with  his  torch  to 
lead  the  mystse  into  the  sacred  place?  Then,  at  all  events, 
it  may  be  thought,  strange  sights  and  sounds  would  be  met. 
The  simple  answer  is  that  at  Eleusis  there  was  no  provision 
for  the  production  of  strange  stage-effects.  Never  at  any  time 
was  there  in  the  shallow  stage  of  a  Greek  theatre  any  room 
for  those  elaborate  effects  in  which  modem  sta<Q:e  managers 
delight.     All  was  simplicity  and  convention.     But  at  Eleusis 
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there  was  not  even  a  stage.  The  people  sat  tier  above  tier 
all  round  the  building,  and  whatever  went  on  had  to  go  on 
in  their  midst  If  they  were  dazzled  by  strange  sights,  these 
sights  must  have  been  very  simply  contrived.  If  they  saw 
gods  descending  from  the  sky  or  rising  from  the  ground,  they 
must  have  been  willing  to  spread  round  the  very  primitive 
machinery,  by  which  such  ascents  and  descents  would  be 
accompliahed,  an  imaginative  halo  of  their  own. 

In  the  midst  of  the  crowd  the  hierophant  and  his  colleagues 
displayed  certain  sights  and  uttered  certain  sounds  which  the 
people  received  with  trembling  veneration,  and  filled  with  a 
meaning  perhaps  out  of  proportion  to  the  actual  phenomena. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  Lenormant  that  on  successive  nights  there 
were  acted  two  separate  miracle  plays,  in  which  the  parts  were 
taken  by  the  officers  of  the  Eleusinia;  but  as  to  the  details 
of  these  plays,  we  are  altogether  left  to  conjecture.  They 
dwelt  perhaps  on  the  wanderings  and  grief  of  Demeter,  the 
return  of  Cora  from  the  under-world,  and  perhaps  the  extra- 
ordinary history  of  Zagreus,  who  was  slain  by  the  Titans. 

The  last  formal  act  of  the  mysteries  seems  to  us  simple 
enough,  though  it  was  certainly  regarded  as  no  unimportant 
port  of  the  whole.  The  mystae  filled  with  water  two  vessels 
which  bore  the  special  name  of  plemochoae,  and  emptied  them 
in  libation,  turning  to  east  and  west,  and  repeating  the  mystic 
words,  v€,  #cv€.  The  first  prayer  was  directed  to  the  sky,  and 
was  a  petition  for  rain ;  the  second  to  the  earth,  as  a  prayer  for 
fertility.  These  simple  words  are  probably  part  of  the  oldest 
Eleusinian  ritual,  and  show  the  original  character  of  the  whole 
festival  to  have  been  a  religious  service  of  prayer,  that  the  corn- 
sowing  just  going  on  might  lead  to  a  fair  harvest.  ^ 

By  the  24th  of  Boedromion  the  secret  parts  of  the  mysleries 
were  over ;  the  festival  again  became  of  a  public  nature,  and 
all  Athens  again  kept  holiday.  Then  they  celebrated  the 
games  called  Eleusinia,  one  of  the  most  important  of  Athenian 
agones,  the  prize  wherein  consisted  of  a  measure  of  barley, 
reaiped  probably  in  the  sacred  Eharian  plain.  The  games 
grew  in  duration  as  time  went  on  :  at  first  only  occupying  one 
day,  they  at  last  absorbed  quite  four.  An  important  part  of 
them  was  the  representation  of  tragedies  in  the  theatre  of 
£leusi&  We  learn  that  at  one  time  the  plays  of  iEschylus 
were,  by  preference,  selected  on  account  of  their  religious 
character;  in  the  Macedonian  age  the  Dionysiac  artists  re- 
sorted to  Eleusis,  and  for  two  or  three  days  furnished  amuse- 
ment to  the  mystee  and  their  visitors. 
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The  return  to  Athens,  like  the  setting  out  thence,  took  phie^ 
in  solemn  procession,  the  priests  joining  the  cort%e.  At  one 
part  at  least  of  its  progress  the  pomp  must  have  relapsed  into. 
disorder  and  clamour  ;  for  the  people  of  Athens  went  out  "with 
masks  on  their  faces  to  meet  the  returning  mystie,  and  received 
them  at  the  hridge  over  the  Cephissus  with  jests  and  banter. 
The  mystsB  replied,  and  a  contest  ensued  of  wit  or  of  scurrility, 
in  which  each  tried  to  surpass  the  other.  Such  mixtures  of 
jest  and  religion  do  not  shock  the  feelings  of  natives  of  southern 
£urope. 

There  is  no  good  ground  for  the  supposition  that  the  Eleu- 
sinian  priests  communicated  to  the  people  some  theology  above 
the  common,  some  mystic  doctrine  preserved  in  the  archives  of 
Eleusis  and  handed  down  from  sge  to  age.     There  were  rites 
and  representations  of  a  symbolic  character,  well  adapted,  no 
doubt,  to  act  upon  the  nerves  and  imaginations  of  those  present. 
These  scenes  brought  men  nearer  to  the  gods,  and  caused  a  thrill 
of  sympathy  with  the  feelings  of  the  deities  to  pass  through 
human  bosoms  ;  but  they  did  not  instruct  the  intellect,  still  less 
impart  any  cosmologic  or  theogonic  system.    Even  the  senteno^s 
which,  as  we  learn,  the  actors  in  the  divine  dramas  threw  out 
from  time  to  time,  were  full  of  fancy  and  mysticism  rather  than 
of  sober  meaning.     "  Aristotle,"  says  Synesius,  '*  is  of  opinion 
that  the  initiated  learned  nothing  precisely,  but  that  they  re- 
ceived impressions,  that  they  were  put  into  a  certain  frame  of 
mind ! "     We  can  scarcely  do  better  in  such  a  matter  than 
adhere  to  this  opinion. 

A  cereinony  affects  people  by  its  symbolism,  and  each  man 
interprets  the  symbols  according  to  the  state  of  his  heart  and 
his  belief.  To  the  vulgar-minded  they  are  vulgar  and  trivial, 
to  critical  and  uninterested  spectators  they  are  tedious  and 
foolish ;  but  to  those  to  whom  they  have  a  meaning  they  are 
of  real  value ;  and  the  more  vague  the  ceremony,  the  greater 
is  the  variety  of  meaning  which  can  be  put  into  it.  Of  dog- 
matic teaching,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  there  was  none 
at  Eleusis :  only  pleasing  sights  to  remain  in  the  imagination, 
and  short  enigmatical  sentences  to  be  stored  in  the  memory, 
all  likely  to  recur  to  the  mind  at  the  critical  moments  of  life, 
and  whenever  that  state  of  nervous  exaltation  recurred  which 
had  existed  when  they  were  first  received  at  Eleusis. 

The  Eleusinia,  though  the  most  sacred  of  the  Mysteries,  by 
no  means  stood  alone.  Copies  of  them  were  introduced  into 
many  Greek  cities;  and  there  were  also  celebrations  of  an 
independent  origin  and  embodying  other  early  traditions.     For 
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•nstsnce,  there  were  in  Arcadia  mysteries  connected  vnth  the 

deity  whom  the  Arcadians  called  Desp^na,  and  regarded  as  the 

•daughter  of  Demeter  and  Poseidon,  which  seem  to  haye  been 

based  on  other  legends  than  those  of  Eleusis.     At  Troezen  in 

Argolis  and  the  island  of  u£gina  there  were  mysteries  attached 

to  the  cult  of  two  deities  called  Damia  and  Auxesia,  which 

enjoyed  considerable  renown  in  the  days  of  Herodotus.     But 

the  only  mysteries  which  in  antiquity  and  dignity  could  vie 

with  those  of  Eleusis  were  those  belonging  to  tJie  Pelasgic 

Cabiri  in  the  island  of  Samothrace.     The  whole  cultus  of  these 

deities  seems  like  a  fossil  fragment  of  a  very  primitive  phase 

of  Greek  religion.     There  were,  indeed,  Phoenician  Cabiri,  but 

Lenormant^  maintains  that  these  were  entirely  distinct  from 

the  Samothracian  deities,  who  were  elemental  spirits  of  fire, 

and  teachers  of  mankind  in  the  arts  of  metallurgy.     They  were 

in  number  four — ^two  male,  one  female,  and  one  of  doubtful 

gender ;  their  names  were  Axieros,  Axiokersus,  Axiokersa,  and 

Cadmilus.     Removing  the  prefix  axi^  which  seems  to  be  the 

Greek  o^cos,  venerable  or  honourable,  we  may  easily  explain 

the  first  three  names.     Eros  is  the  principle  of  union,  Kersus 

the  male,  and  Kersa  the  female  procreative  element ;  from  the 

union  of  the  two  latter  Cadmilus  is  bom. 

Of  the  Samothracinn  Mysteries  we  know  very  little;  but 
we  may  safely  conjecture  that  the  ideas  of  sex  and  of  pro- 
creation dominated  them  even  more  than  those  of  Eleusis. 
This  fact  may  seem  repulsive;  but  we  must  remember  that 
all  the  nations  of  the  Levant  in  early  times  closely  connected 
the  idea  of  generation  with  that  of  life  after  death,  and  that 
of  a  spirit  dwelling  in  the  universe.  The  more  reserved 
manners  of  modem  times  make  symbolism  borrowed  from  the 
relations  of  the  sexes  seem  out  of  place  in  religious  exposi- 
tions; but  more  primitive  and  demonstrative  races  did  not 
feel  the  incongruity  as  we  do.  The  worship  of  the  Cabiri 
and  their  mysteries  were  adopted  in  several  states  of  Greece, 
brought  over  no  doubt  by  sailors  and  merchants  who  touched 
at  Samothrace,  or  who  ascribed  their  safety  in  storm  to  the 
interference  of  the  Samothracian  deities.  An  inscription  has 
been  found  at  Andania  in  Messenia,^  giving  full  instructions 
for  the  celebration  at  that  place  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Cabiri, 
who  must  there  surely  have  been  identified  with  the  Dioscuri. 


"^  In  Daremberg  and  Saglio's  Dictionary,  $,v.  Cabiri. 
^  fiaappe.    Mytterieniruiehrift   ton   Andania ;    Dittenberger,   No.   388. 
In  Newton's  Enayt^  p.  177,  is  a  very  fuU  lummary. 
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It  deals,  however,  entirely  with  external  ceremonies,  such,  as 
processions  and  banquets,  and  does  not  give  directions  for 
those  secret  rites  which  were  the  essential  part  of  the  cult. 
One  notable  fact  is,  however,  the  mention  in  the  inscription 
of  certain  sacred  books,  which  we  must  suppose  to  have  con- 
tained the  ritual  in  use  on  these  occasions. 


CHAPTER  X 

THE  ATTIC   CALENDAR 

Thk  subject  of  Religious  Festivals  in  Greece  is  one  of  far  too 
great  extent  to  be  adequately  treated  of  in  a  handbook  like 
the  present.  Every  important  cult  had  attached  to  it  some 
festival,  which  had  to  be  duly  celebrated  at  some  fixed  time 
of  year;  every  important  city  had  a  calendar,  in  which  the 
days  set  apart  for  the  festivals  of  the  various  civic  deities  were 
set  forth  in  order ;  and  it  was  generally  believed  that  neglect 
of  the  sacred  usages  thus  established  would  bring  down  the 
wrath  of  offended  deities. 

The  character  of  some  of  the  more  important  of  the  Greek 
festivals  is  set  forth  in  the  latter  half  of  Hermann's  GMes- 
dtenstlicJie  Alterthunier,  In  the  present  work  all  that  is 
attempted  is,  in  other  chapters,  a  sketch  of  the  Eleusinia  (chap, 
ix.)  and  the  great  agonistic  festivals,  which  had  an  important 
national  significance  (chap.  viiL),  and  in  the  present  place,  a 
brief  account  of  the  calendar  and  festivals  of  one  city,  Athens, 
which  is  not  only  the  most  important  of  Greek  cities,  but  also 
that  as  to  which  we  are  in  all  things  most  fully  informed. 

In  place  of  tracing  historically  the  origin  of  the  various 
festivflJs  of  the  Athenians,  an  interesting  but  somewhat  specu- 
lative inquiry,  we  here  rapidly  follow  the  course  of  the  Attic 
calendar,  as  established  in  historic  times,  using  principally  the 
authority  of  A.  Mommsen,  whose  Heortologie  (1864)  is  the 
most  satisfactory  work  on  the  subject. 

The  ordinary  Attic  year  consisted  of  the  following  twelve 
months — Hecatombaeon  (roughly  our  July),  Metageitnion 
(August),  Boedromion  (September),  Pyanepsion  (October), 
Msemacterion  (November),  Poseideon  (December),  Gamelion 
(January),  Anthesterion  (February),  Elaphebolion  (March), 
Munychion  (April),  Thargelion  (May),  Scirophorion  (June). 
These  months,  some  of  which  were    29   and  some  30  days 
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long,  made  up  a  year  of  354  days ;  and  in  order  that  the 
months  should  not  in  successive  years  fall  in  different  ^seasons, 
it  was  necessary  frequently  to  interpolate  an  intercalary  month, 
a  second  Poseideon  of  30  days. 

It  should  be  remembered,  in  reading  accounts  of  Greek 
f estWals,  that  to  the  Greeks  the  festal  day  began  at  sunset,  as 
the  Sabbath  still  does  among  the  Jews.  Thus  when  a  cele- 
bration belongs  to  the  loth  of  a  month,  its  ceremonies  might 
occupy  any  time  between  the  sunset  of  the  9th  and  the  sunset 
of  the  loUi.  A  torch-race,  for  example,  would  be  held  in  the 
evening  preceding  the  sacrifices  and  processions. 

It  is  impossible,  in  following  the  Attic  Calendar,  either  to 
give  references,  which  would  take  too  much  space,  or  to  go 
into  any  details.  Those  who  wish  to  examine  the  matter  in 
detail  must  consult  larger  works.  I  shall  endeavour  only  to 
impress  upon  the  reader  the  great  variety  and  interest  of  the 
religious  festivals  of  Attica  during  the  great  time  of  Athens. 

HecatombsBon,  the  first  and  hottest  month  of  the  year,  was 
dedicated  to  ApoUo  as  sun- god.  On  the  12  th  of  the  month 
the  Cronia  were  celebrated,  and  on  the  i6th  the  Synoecia,  a 
feast  connected  in  legend  with  the  a-woiKurfios,  by  which 
Theseus  introduced  unity  into  Attica.  But  the  great  event  of 
the  month  was  the  Panathenffia,  the  most  distinctively  Attic 
of  religious  festivals,  and  one  which  has  left,  us  an  unrivalled 
record  in  art 

The  festival  was  held  on  the  28th  of  the  month,  the  sup- 
posed day  of  the  birth  of  Athena,  on  which  she  sprang  fuU- 
armed  from  the  head  of  her  father  in  the  midst  of  the  assembly 
of  the  gods.  With  the  story  of  its  origin  the  names  of 
greatest  importance  in  early  Athenian  history  were  intertwined. 
Erichthonius  is  said  first  to  have  established  a  festival  in  honour 
of  the  goddess ;  Theseus  made  the  AthensBa  into  PanathenaBa ; 
and  Peisistratus  ordained  that  on  every  fourth  year  the  festival 
should  be  one  of  exceptional  brilliancy.  But  the  Greater  and 
the  Lesser  PanathensBa  differed  rather  in  scale  than  in  char^ 
acter :  alike  they  bore  testimony  to  the  glory  of  the  goddess 
and  the  splendour  of  the  Athenian  city,  of  which  she  was  as 
it  were  the  mythological  embodiment.  Primarily  the  Great 
Panathenaic  festival  was  agonistic.  There  were  musical  con- 
tests in  singing,  with  the  lyre  and  the  flute,  and  in  rhapsodic 
recitation  of  epic  poems ;  and  there  were  gymnastic  contests  on 
a  scarcely  smaller  scale  than  those  held  at  Olympia  and  Nemea. 
The  victors  were  rewarded  with  amphorse  of  oil  from  the  sacred 
trees  of  Athena,  from  six  to  sixty  of  which  were  assigned  to 
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the  various  winners.  Painted  vases  were  also  fnesented  to  tiie 
successful  competitors,  bearing  a  representation  of  the  contest 
in  which  each  had  been  successful ;  in  later  days  ako  the  name 
of  the  archon  to  fix  the  date.^  With  the  purely  gymnastic 
exercises  were  mingled  others  of  a  more  decidedly  warlike 
character — riding  on  horseback  in  full  armour,  throwing  the 
javelin  from  horseback,  and  leaping  out  of  and  returning  to 
chariots  in  full  course. 

Parties  of  dancers  vied  one  with  the  other  in  the  Pyrrhic 
dance,  and  the  tribes  sent  up  groups  of  adult  men  to  contend 
for  the  prize  of  evav^pla^  or  manly  beauty.  At  night  torch- 
races  were  run,  and  the  youths  of  Athens  contended,  like 
modem  university  men,  in  boat-races,  though  of  course  the 
seargoing  boats  were  of  a  far  more  solid  build  than  the  light 
racing  craft  of  modern  days. 

On  the  principal  day  of  the  festival  there  took  place  that 
solemn  procession  up  to  the  Acropolis  of  which  a  reflection 
still  remains  to  us  in  the  frieze  of  the  Parthenon.  The  object 
of  the  procession  was  partly  to  convey  to  the  presence  of  the 
goddess  those  who  had  been  victorious  in  the  games  held  in 
her  honour,  partly  to  conduct  to  the  altar  of  sacrifice  the  cows 
presented  by  the  Athenians,  and  the  oxen  and  sheep  sent  for 
sacrifice  by  the  various  colonies  of  Athens  in  foreign  lands. 
But  the  chief  purpose  was  to  carry  up  to  the  temple,  perhi^js 
for  decking  the  wooden  statue  of  Athena,  which  was  her  oldest 
and  most  sacred  effigy,  a  robe  woven  by  the  Arrhephoric  maidens, 
and  broidered  by  them  with  scenes  from  the  baUle  of  the  gods 
and  giants,  wherein  Athena  had  herself  won  imperishable  re- 
nown. The  sacred  peplos  was  attached  as  a  sail  to  the  mast 
of  a  ship  when  carried  through  the  streets,  and  then  carried  up 
to  the  presence  of  Athena  and  deposited  in  her  treasury. 

The  month  Metageitnion  contained  but  unimportant  festivals ; 
that  which  succeeded,  Boedromion,  was  more  important  in  the 
calendar.  The  second  of  the  month  was  the  anniversary  of  the 
contest  between  Athena  and  Poseidon  for  the  Attic  territory, 
a  contest  represented  in  one  of  the  pediments  of  the  ParthejKm. 
It  was  a  day  of  ill-fortune  and  depression.  But  the  third  was 
the  anniversary  of  a  far  more  auspicious  event,  the  victory  of 
Platsea.*    We  are,  however,  left  in  uncertainty  how  far  this 

^  Many  of  these  vaaes  survive.  They  reach  iib  mostly  from  Italy  and 
Cyrene.  See  Monumenti  deW  InstitutOf  x.  pi.  47,  48.  It  seems  clear  that 
these  painted  vessels  cannot  have  contained  oil,  a  purpose  for  which  they 
are  entirely  unfitted.     Gf.  Kayet  et  ColUgnon,  Oiramique  Qrteque^  P*  K29. 

3  Mommsen,  Heoriologie,  p.  208. 
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day  was  kept  aa  a  festival  at  Athena.  On  the  5th  of  the  month 
was  held  the  important  festival  of  the  Genesia,  the  feast  of  the 
dead.  Originally  it  seems  to  have  been  the  occasion  on  which 
families  united  to  deplore  the  members  who  had  passed  from 
them  during  the  year,  and  to  renew  by  sacrifice  their  relation 
to  them  and  the  nether-gods,  liut  this  dolorous  festival  was 
redeemed  to  some  degree  of  brightness  by  being  connected  with 
the  memorial  of  the  battle  of  Marathon,  which  was  celebrated  on 
the  6th.  It  was  said  that  before  that  great  victory  the  Athenian 
Polemarch  Callimachus  had  vowed  to  Artemis  Agrotera  a  goat 
for  every  Persian  enemy  who  fell.  But  the  great  slaughter 
which  took  place,  far  exceeding  his  expectation,  compelled  the 
Athenians  to  commute  the  sacrifice  promised  for  500  goats, 
which  were  annually  offered  to  the  goddess.  The  glorious 
memories  of  Marathon  were  mingled  with  offerings  at  the 
Marathonian  mound  ^  where  the  slain  Athenians  were  buried, 
with  rejoicings  arid  with  military  displays. 

On  the  15th  of  Boedromion  began  the  assembling  and 
sacrifices  preliminary  to  the  Mysteries  of  Eleusis.  As  we  have 
devoted  to  these  Mysteries  a  special  chapter,  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  say  more  in  regard  to  them. 

With  the  next  month,  Pyanepsion,  the  great  heat  of  summer 
is  past,  and  autumn  comes  on.  On  the  7th  the  Pyanepsia  were 
held,  a  festival  connected  in  legend  with  the  Cretan  expedition 
of  Theseus,  but  mainly  devoted  to  the  honour  of  Apollo.  It 
had  something  of  the  character  of  a  harvest  festival.  Beans 
were  cooked  ;  and  the  Eiresione,  a  sacred  branch  of  olive,  hung 
with  figs,  cakes,  and  pots  of  honey  and  milk,  was  carried  in 
procession  in  Iionour  of  the  sun-god 

At  about  the  same  time  the  Oschophoria  were  celebrated. 
There  was  a  procession  which  started  from  the  temple  of 
Dionysus  at  Limnss  and  passed  through  the  town.  It  consisted 
of  boys  chosen  for  the  occasion,  who  bore  grapes  and  chanted 
songs.  There  was  a  race  of  youths  from  the  temple  of  Dionysus 
to  that  of  Athena  Sciras  at  Phaleron,  and  the  branches  of  vine 
which  they  bore  were  regarded  as  a  gift  from  the  god  of  wine 
to  the  goddess  of  oil.  The  mothers  of  the  competitors  met 
them  with  food ;  and  the  day  ended  with  a  sort  of  picnic  by 
the  sea. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th  Epitaphia  were  celebrated,  and 
sacrifices  offered  to  the  ancestral  heroes  of  Athens.     Probably 

I  *  Tbia  mootid  has  recently  been  excavHted,  when  remains  of  abundant 

aacrifioet  came  to  light. 
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on  this  day  the  annual  oration  in  honour  of  the  Athenian 
citizens  who  during  the  year  had  died  on  foreign  service  was 
delivered. 

The  8th  was  a  great  festival  of  Theseus,  Theseia,  in  connection 
witii  which  there  were  not  only  sacrifices,  hut  all  sorts  of  contests. 
The  inscriptions  record  prizes  awarded  for  running,  wrestling, 
and  hoxing,  for  casting  the  javelin  and  the  like.  We  hear 
also  of  torch-races  and  competitions  of  trumpeters  and  heralds. 
On  the  next  day  there  was  a  sort  of  military  tournament,  in 
which  the  yoath  of  Athens  displayed  their  skill  in  the  use  of 
their  weapons.  The  feast  of  Theseus  owed,  if  not  its  origin, 
at  least  its  development  to  Gimon,  when  he  fetched  from 
Scyros  the  bones  of  the  national  hero  of  Attica. 

The  days  from  the  9th  to  the  13th  of  Pyanepsion  were 
occupied  by  the  important  festival  of  the  Thesmophoria,  which 
the  play  of  Aristophanes  has  made  in  some  aspects  familiar  to 
scholars.  Pyanepsion  was  the  month  of  sowing  ;  and  Demeter 
Thesmophoros  was  goddess  alike  of  the  fruitfulness  of  the 
earth  and  of  marriage  and  the  procreation  of  children.  In  the 
festival  only  honourable  burgher  matrons  could  take  part ;  and 
for  such  part  they  had  to  prepare  themselves  by  nine  days 
of  complete  chastity.  On  the  first  day  of  the  festival,  called 
XrT^vea,  they  betook  themselves  to  Halimus,  a  suburban  deme 
of  Athens,  and  there  mid  jest  and  laughter  celebrated  certain 
mysteries  of  the  goddess.  On  the  nth  they  returned  to 
Athens,  and  occupied  a  building  called  the  Eleusinion,  close  to 
the  Acropolis.  On  the  next  day  they  sat  on  the  ground,  and 
with  fasting  and  lamentation  besought  the  favour  of  the  nether 
powers,  perhaps  taking  their  theme  from  the  carrying  away  of 
Persephone,  who  at  this  season  was  supposed  to  return  to  her 
grim  lord.  Hades.  On  the  final  day  of  the  festival  rejoicings 
took  the  place  of  weeping :  Demeter,  it  was  supposed,  was  now 
reconciled,  and  would  give  fair  offspring  to  the  women  of  the 
Athenians,  as  well  as  a  plenteous  harvest  in  their  fields. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  same  month  came  the  Apaturia,  a 
three  days'  festival  of  great  importance,  but  rather  from  the 
social  and  political  than  from  the  religious  side.  It  probably 
centred  in  the  old  Prytaneium,  the  common  hearth  of  the 
people  of  Athens.  Every  citizen  to  whom  a  child  had  been 
bom  presented  him  before  Zeus  Phratrius  and  Athena,  declared 
his  legitimacy,  and  brought  to  the  deities  a  thank-offering,  a 
victim  on  whose  flesh  the  members  of  the  phratria  feasted. 
Hence  gatherings  of  clans  and  families,  at  which  children 
showed  their  acquirements  in  various  branches  of  learning,  and 
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found  their  level  among  their  kindred.  Later,  on  the  €vrj  koI 
vioL,  or  last  of  the  month,  was  a  festival  of  Hephnstus,  in  which 
those  took  part  who  made  their  living  hy  the  arts  which  were 
under  his  patronage,  the  working  of  metal  and  fashioning  of 
implements.     It  was  termed  XaXxtla, 

After  the  numerous  festivals  which  we  have  mentioned  there 
is  a  pause.  The  month  Msemacterion  was  the  beginning  of 
winter,  and  the  only  festivals  held  in  it  were  sacrifices  to  the 
winter  deities  Zeus  fiaifioKTrj^  and  Zeus  yc(i>/y/os. 

Poseideon  was  sometimes  a  single  and  sometimes  a  double 
month,  especially  devoted  to  Dionysiac  festival  and  observance, 
particularly  by  the  rustic  population,  to  whom  it  was  a  time  of 
idleness.  The  Haloa  were  a  festival  of  harvest  and  vintage, 
held  in  honour  of  Demeter  Persephone  and  Dionysus  at  Eleusis ; 
it  belonged  especially  to  women,  and  seems  to  have  been  in 
some  degree  a  reflection  of  the  great  Mysteries  of  Eleusis.  The 
Dionysia  of  winter,  which  belonged  to  an  uncertain  time  in 
Poseideon,  were  celebrated  icar'  ay/oovs,  that  is,  in  the  villages 
of  Attica.  The  festival,  though  held  long  after  the  gathering 
of  grapes,  which  took  place  about  the  equinox,  was  doubtless 
connected  with  it.  To  us  it  is  of  great  interest ;  since  out  of 
the  rustic  buffooneries  and  dances  which  accompanied  it  the 
drama  arose.  The  staining  of  the  faces  of  the  jesters  with  lees 
of  wine  was  the  origin  of  the  dramatic  mask,  out  of  the  hymns 
sung  at  the  altar  in  honour  of  the  young  Dionysus  came  the 
cyclic  chorus  with  its  furthur  developments.  The  birth  of  the 
wine-god  inspired  all  the  peasants  with  jollity  and  mirth,  such 
as  has  down  even  to  our  own  days  in  all  European  countries 
gathered  about  the  winter  solstice.  In  the  AchamiaTis  of 
Aristophanes  we  have  a  picture  of  a  family  celebrating  the 
Dionysia :  the  daughter  bears  on  her  head  the  basket  of  ofler- 
ings,  a  servant  carries  the  phallic  symbol  of  the  god ;  all  join 
in  the  procession,  except  the  mother,  who  watehes  it  from 
the  roof. 

The  next  month,  Gamelion,  was  marked  by  another  Dionysiac 
festival,  the  Lensea,  held  at  the  Lenseum  at  Athens.  This  feast 
appears  to  have  lasted  four  or  five  days,  and  was  the  occasion  of 
dramatic  performances  and  contests,  which  superseded  earlier 
recitation  of  dithyrambs.  Another  celebration  of  the  month 
was  the  Gamelia,  which  had  reference  to  that  marriage  of 
heaven  and  earth  with  which  many  mythologies  begin.  The 
Athenians  would  naturally  connect  it  with  the  Uphs  ydfios  of 
Zeus  and  Hera.  A.  Mommsen  regards  this  marriage  celebra- 
tion as  connected  with  the  birth  of  the  ancestral  Attic  deity 
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Hephaestus,  whose  birthday  came  nine  months  later  in  the 
sacred  year. 

In  the  following  month,  Anthesterion,  fell  a  third  important 
Dionysiac  festival,  the  Anthesteria,  celebrated  from  the  nth 
to  the  13th.  On  the  nth  came  the  viOoiywLy  or  opening  of  the 
casks,  in  preparation  for  the  coming  feast.  It  throws  a  pleasing 
light  on  the  relations  of  the  Athenians  to  their  slaves,  when 
we  find  that  this  opening  of  casks,  which  was  the  business  of 
slaves,  brought  with  it  not  only  permission  for  them  to  drink 
the  new  wine,  but  also  liberty  generally  and  a  holiday  from 
their  ordinary  tasks.  Dionysus  brought  even  to  them  rest 
and  ei^joyment.  On  this  day  also  the  oldest  of  the  statues 
of  Dionysus  made  a  journey  from  the  Lenseum  to  a  temple  of 
the  Outer  Cerameicus,  thence  to  return  in  solemn  procession. 
On  the  12  th  came  the  x^^*  ^1^^  ^^Jy  ^  usual  in  the  Greek 
calendar,  began  at  sunset  of  the  1  rth.  At  once  a  procession  was 
formed  with  torches  and  lamps  to  bring  back  the  sacreil  image 
to  the  Lenseum.  The  cortege  was  full  of  masks,  and  of  women 
who  represented  Nymphs  and  BacchsB,  and  rode  in  waggons : 
the  Basilinna,  the  wife  of  the  King  Archon,  rode  with  the  god 
himself  as  his  bride,  and  passed  the  night  alone  in  his  cella. 
Meantime  all  the  people  betook  themselves  to  feasting,  hospi- 
tality, and  merriment,  which  lasted  far  into  the  night  and  the 
next  day.  The  13th,  called  xvrpoi^  was  devoted  to  the  worship 
of  the  Chthonic  Dionysus,  and  of  the  dead.  The  offerings 
consisted  of  a  compound  of  com  and  fruits,  offered  in  pot8. 
Fourteen  altars  were  set  up  to  receive  the  sacrifices,  in  such 
wise  that  those  seated  in  the  theatre  could  clearly  see  them, 
when  assembled  to  witness  the  cyclic  choruses.  It  appears 
that  into  the  details  of  the  Anthesteria  there  penetrated,  as  we 
should  have  anticipated,  much  of  the  higher  or  esoteric  Dionysiac 
doctrine  which  was  taught  by  the  Orphists. 

In  Anthesterion  also  were  celebrated  the  lesser  Mysteries  of 
Demeter  and  Persephone,  which  took  ])lace  at  AgrsB,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Ilissus.  On  the  23rd  the  Diasia  were  held, 
probably  at  the  temple  of  Zeus  Olympius  by  the  Ilissus.  The 
character  of  this  festival  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  sacri- 
ficial animals  were  offered  whole,  and  were  sometimes  pigs,  a 
creature  belonging  especially  to  the  ceremonies  of  expiation 
and  purification.  This  then  was  a  festival  of  atonement,  and 
the  Zeus  to  whom  it  belonged  was  MciXixtos  tlie  propitious. 
It  probably  was  intended  to  secure  a  favourable  season  for  the 
ensuing  spring.  The  poor  who  could  not  afford  a  victim, 
substituted  for  it^  we  are  told,  a  cake  moulded  in  animal  form. 
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The  next  month,  £laphebolion,  brought  a  festival  of  world- 
wide renown,  the  city  Dionysia,  Aiovwria  rot  cv  ocrrci.  This 
lasted  for  several  days,  beginning  on  the  9th  of  the  month 
with  a  celebration  in  honour  of  Asclepius.  After  the  sacrifice 
to  the  healing  deity,  the  people  thronged  to  the  Lenceum,  and 
thence  convoyed  to  the  theatre  a  statue  of  Dionysus ;  scarcely,  as 
A.  Mommsen  thinks,  the  gold  and  ivory  figure  by  Alcamones.  In 
some  noble  embodiment,  the  god  had  to  preside  at  the  celebra- 
tion in  his  honour.  At  this  festival  the  tribute  of  the  Athenian 
allies  was  paid  over,  the  deputies  who  brought  it  taking  a  share 
in  the  splendid  shows  and  sacrifices.  The  sons  also  of  fathers 
who  had  fallen  in  arms  for  Athens  were  invested  with  arms  in 
the  theatre  in  presence  of  all  the  people.  On  the  loth  of  the 
month  took  place  a  lyric  contest  between  bards.  We  still 
possess  a  fragment  of  an  ode  written  by  Pindar  for  the  occasion. 
Then  followed  the  three  celebrated  days  of  dramatic  representa- 
tion, on  each  of  which  was  performed  a  trilogy  of  tragedies  in 
the  morning  and  a  comedy  in  the  afternoon.  In  these  com- 
petitions the  masterpieces  of  Attic  tragedy  and  comedy  first 
saw  the  light ;  and  the  prizes,  oxen  and  tripods,  were  eagerly 
sought  by  the  greatest  dramatists  The  whole  was  concluded 
on  the  14th  of  the  month  by  the  Pandia,  a  celebration  in 
honour  of  Zeus,  which  seems  in  later  days  of  Athens  to  have 
been  somewhat  overshadowed  by  other  festivals. 

The  tenth  month,  Munychion,  brings  us  to  early  summer. 
On  the  6th  were  held  the  Delphinia  in  honour  of  Apollo  and 
Artemis  as  deities  of  navigation.  The  purport  of  the  festival 
was  to  hallow  the  opening  of  navigation ;  and  as  was  often  the 
case  at  Athens,  a  legend  arose  to  connect  it  with  Theseus,  who 
had  on  that  day  set  out  for  Crete,  after  prayers  and  dedications 
to  Apollo.  In  after  years,  on  the  same  day,  started  the  sacred 
Athenian  embassy  to  Delos. 

On  the  1 6th  came  the  Munychia,  also  sacred  to  Artemis,  to 
whom  were  brought  on  this  day  cakes  girt  round  with  lighted 
candles  (d/i<^i</Kiivrcs).  Mommsen  regards  as  contemporary 
with  this  celebration  that  held  at  Athens  and  at  Brauron,  in 
honour  of  the  Brauronian  Artemis.  The  Brauronia  are  interest- 
ing from  the  point  of  view  of  comparative  mythology.  Young 
girls,  termed  a/oicroi,  danced  in  honour  of  the  goddess  a  bear- 
dance,  and  figures  of  bears  in  various  materials  were  dedicated 
to  her.  Such  customs  probably  were  survivals  of  a  time  when 
some  Attic  tribe  looked  on  the  bear  as  its  sacred  head, 
afterwards  preserving  in  the  service  of  Artemis  the  customs 
which  had  their  origin  before  her  arrival.     The  Munychia  in 
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the  fifth  century  attained  a  higher  development  from  the 
mingling  with  them  of  the  annual  thanksgiving  for  the  glorious 
victory  of  Salamis.  At  Salamis  on  this  day  was  the  celebration 
in  honour  of  the  hero  Ajax ;  and  the  youth  of  Athens  thronged 
over  to  the  island,  and  there  competed  with  the  Salami nians  in 
a  rowing  contest  and  torch-races.  Later  in  the  month  came  the 
Olympieia,  annually  held  in  honour  of  the  Zeus  of  Olympus, 
after  Pisistratus  had  laid  the  foundations  of  his  great  temple 
by  the  Ilissus. 

The  next  month,  Thargelion,  took  its  name  from  the  Thar- 
gelia,-  dedicated  to  Apollo  and  Artemis.  According  to  the 
people  of  Delos,  Apollo  had  been  born  on  the  6th,  and  Artemis 
on  the  7  th  of  the  month ;  from  the  Delians,  probably,  the 
people  of  Athens  took  the  festival.  On  it  they  brought  to  the 
deities  of  summer  heat,  to  Helios  and  the  Horse,  the  first-fruits 
of  the  summer  crops ;  and  a  procession  and  musical  competi> 
tion  took  place.  But  there  was  a  darker  side  to  the  Thargelia, 
showing  that  originally  there  was  in  them  something  of  the 
sin-offering.  After  a  sacrifice  of  an  ewe  to  Demeter  Chloe, 
two  human  victims  were  led  in  procession  with  figs  bound 
round  their  necks,  and  as  we  are  told,  sacrificed  to  Apollo,  the 
source  and  the  averter  of  pestilence  and  famine,  on  behalf  of 
the  men  and  women  of  Athens.  Whether  they  were  actually 
put  to  death  may  be  doubted ;  in  historic  times  human  sacri- 
fices were  almost  everywhere  in  Greece  modified  and  commuted  ; 
and  though  not  wholly  extinct,  were  reserved  for  rare  and 
solemn  occasions. 

On  the  19th  took  place  the  festival  of  the  Thracian  goddess 
Bendis,  one  of  the  last  importations  into  the  official  Pantheon 
of  Athens,  into  which  she  was  not  admitted  until  the  time  of 
Pericles,  though  she  had  settled  earlier  in  Pirseus.  A  feature 
of  it  was  a  torch-race  on  horseback,  probably  borrowed,  like 
the  goddess  herself,  from  the  rude  peoples  of  northern  Greece. 
Contemporary  with  the  Bendideia  were  the  Plynteria  and  Cal- 
lynteria,  closely  connected  festivals.  Their  principal  feature 
was  a  solemn  cleansing  or  bath  of  the  ancient  image  of  Athena 
preserved  in  the  Erechtheum.  In  elaborate  ceremonial  the 
statue  was  stripped  of  its  arms  and  garments,  then  swathed  in 
wrappings  and  carried  forth,  probably  to  the  sea,  though  this  is 
not  certain,  and  washed.  Her  temple  was  closed,  being  bound 
round  with  cords ;  and  the  day  of  her  bath  was  reckoned  an 
inauspicious  one  for  any  business,  as  her  oversight  could  not  he 
relied  on.  In  the  evening  she  was  brought  Iwick  by  torchlight 
to  her  sacred  home. 
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The  last  month  of  the  calendar,  Scirophorion,  contained  the 
Scirophoria,  a  festival  belonging  wholly  to  women,  like  the 
Thesmophoria.  Its  chief  feature  was  a  procession  led  by  the 
priest  of  Erechtheus,  who  bore  a  large  parasol  (a-Kipov)  in  his 
hand,  to  a  place  called  Sfci/x>v,  near  Athens.  Its  meaning  is 
somewhat  obscure.  Perhaps  connected  with  it  were  the  Arrhe- 
phoria,  also  sacred  to  Athena,  and  marked  by  an  interesting 
ceremonial  of  a  puzzling  character.  Pausanias^  tells  us  that 
on  the  evening  of  the  festival  the  two  Arrhephoric  maidens 
who  had  their  abode  on  the  Acropolis,  "  place  on  their  heads 
objects  which  the  priestess  of  Athena  gives  them  to  carry,  the 
nature  of  which  is  known  neither  to  the  giver  nor  to  the  bearers. 
The  maidens  go  down  by  a  secret  underground  passage  leading 
to  a  precinct  near  the  temple  of  Aphrodite  of  the  Gardens. 
Below  they  leave  their  burdens;  and  take  up  in  exchange 
something  covered  up." 

On  the  14th  of  Scirophorion  came  the  remarkable  festival  of 
the  Diasia  or  Buphonia,  held  on  the  Acropolis.  On  the  altar  of 
Zeua  Polieus  were  spread  various  kinds  of  com  and  cakes.  An 
ox  prepared  for  sacrifice  was  driven  to  the  altar,  and  as  soon  as 
he  began  to  feed  on  the  corn,  was  struck  down  by  the  priest 
with  an  axe.  Immediately  the  priest  fled,  but  was  seized,  and 
with  all  the  attendants  haled  to  the  Prytaneium  as  a  murderer. 
All  excused  themselves,  and  finally  the  guilt  was  fixed  upon 
the  sacrificial  axe,  which  was  condemned  and  cast  into  the  sea. 
The  skin  of  the  dead  ox  was  stuffed,  and  the  appearance  of  life 
was  given  to  it  by  yoking  it  in  a  plough.  The  flesh  was  pre- 
pared as  a  solemn  meal,  of  which  some  officials  partook.  It 
is  impossible  here  to  enter  into  the  meaning  of  this  curious 
ceremonial,  which  can  only  be  understood  by  a  comparison  of 
the  customs  of  various  primitive  peoples.  We  may,  however, 
observe  that  in  other  peoples  who  have  recently  exchanged  the 
nomadic  for  the  agricultural  condition  the  slaying  of  a  ploughing 
ox  is  regarded  as  an  offence  of  as  deep  a  die  as  the  murder  of  a 
clansman. 

This  slight  sketch  may  suffice  to  give  some  notion  of  the 
degree  to  which  the  religion  of  the  state  and  its  observances 
entered  into  the  life  of  Athenian  citizens.  Something  was 
almost  always  going  on,  in  the  way  of  procession  or  sacrifice  or 
feast,  in  which  every  Athenian  had  a  right  to  take  part.  That 
all  this  religious  ceremonial  would  tend  directly  to  ethical  im- 

^  I.  27,  3.     Compare  Miss  Harrison's  Cults  anti  MonumenU  of  A  nciefU 
Athens,  p.  xxxiii. 
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provement  may  be  very  doubtful ;  but  ceitainly  it  would  pro- 
mote sociability  and  good  taste,  and  the  love  of  public  ahoira. 
Every  citizen  would  have  it  brought  home  to  him  several  tixneB 
in  the  month  that  he  was  a  member  of  a  society,  having 
definite  relations  to  his  ancestors,  his  fellow-citizens,  and  tlie 
civic  deities.  In  this  fashion  the  religion  of  the  state  became 
a  binding  force  in  cities,  and  we  can  understand  alike  the 
jealousy  felt  by  the  Greeks  towards  new  and  unauthorised 
cults,  and  the  resisting  power  of  Greek  religion.  Long  after 
men  ceased  really  to  believe  in  Athena  and  Apollo  and  Artemis 
as  existing  and  ever-present  beings,  they  clung  to  the  ceremonial 
of  their  worship  as  a  thing  without  which  life  would  lose  mucli 
of  its  meaning,  and  patriotism  its  best  sanction. 

When  we  compare  the  bright  and  varied  interest  of  life  in 
a  Greek  city,  its  struggling  political  activities  and  its  successive 
religious  festivals,  with  the  duU  level  of  the  existence  of  ihe 
poor  in  modern  cities,  we  feel  how  far  advancing  civilisation 
may  sometimes  be  from  promoting  the  greatest  happiness  of  the 
greatest  number. 

Another  observation  which  is  forced  on  us  by  a  review  of 
the  Attic  Calendar  is  the  importance  in  Greece  of  the  Dionysiac 
cultus.  In  the  practical  life  of  religion  Dionysus  was  of  more 
importance  at  Athens  than  Zeus,  Apollo,  or  even  Athena. 
And  there  was  attached  to  his  cultus  more  of  religious  doctrine 
also,  if  perhaps  less  of  mythologic  tale.  Many  vnriters  have 
failed  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  Dionysiac  element  in 
Greek  religion ;  but  those  who  study  the  Athenian  sacred  year 
can  scarcely  overlook  it. 
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Ths  modem  custom,  according  to  which  a  male  doctor  attends 
women  in  childbirth,  differs  from  that  of  the  Greeks.  Their 
usual  attendant  in  such  cases  was  a  midwife,  whose  only  skill 
was  derived  from  practice,  or  even  an}'  elderly  slave  of  the 
house. 

Immediately  on  the  birth  of  a  child  came  the  bathing  in 
X^Ao,  that  is,  either  water  or  water  mixed  with  oil  (at  Sparta 
with  wine),  to  confirm  its  flickering  life.  In  front  of  the  house 
were  suspended,  if  the  child  were  male,  olive-boughs,  if  it  were 
female,  woollen  filleta  The  birth  of  a  female  child  was  much 
dreaded,  alike  by  the  ancient  Greeks  and  their  modem  repre- 
sentativea  On  the  fifth  day,  or  the  seventh  according  to  some 
writers,  took  place  the  first  birth-ceremony,  when  the  nurse 
and  other  attendants,  putting  off  their  clothes,  bore  the  new- 
bom  child  round  the  blazing  hearth,  and  then  ceremonially 
cleansed  themselves  and  the  mother  from  supposed  impurity. 
This  was  called  the  dfi<f>i8p6fua.  Still  more  important  was  the 
tenth  day,  the  Sexar?/,  when  friends  and  relations  were  invited 
to  a  solemn  feast  and  sacrifice,  and  the  infant  was  openly 
acknowledged  as  legitimate  by  the  father,  and  received  the 
name  it  was  to  bear,  as  well  as  presents  from  friends  and 
relations.^  Whether  the  birthday  was  kept  as  an  annual  celebra- 
tion we  do  not  know.  Cekisorinus  informs  us  that  a  feast  was 
usual  on  the  fortieth  day  after  birth,  when  the  mother  might 

'  Aristopb.  Birda^  922 : — 

o&K  dpTi  $6ia  riftf  Sexdrffw  rairn^f  iytiff 
Kal  rodpofi'  CxTTep  xaidUfi  wv  6^  *$4firfv  ; 
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be  expected  to  be  convalescent,  and  also  tbe  worst  danger  to 
the  infant  life  past  This  period  of  forty  days  is  still  observed 
in  Greece. 

So  things  were  ordered  when  the  father  intended  to  rear 
the  child.  But  he  often,  and  more  frequently  if  it  was  a  girl, 
declined  this  duty,  and  caused  it  to  be  exposed  in  the  streets, 
in  a  xvrpa^  a  large  earthen  vessel,  to  be  taken  up  by  any  one 
who  pleased,  or  even  ordered  it  to  be  put  to  death.  In  case  of 
exposure,  cic^ecris,  some  trinkets  or  amulets,  yviapCcriAara^  would 
be  fastened  to  it^  which  might  sometimes  be  preserved,  and  lead 
to  recognition  later  by  the  parents.  No  doubt  the  origin  of  the 
custom  of  exposure  lay  less  in  aversion  to  the  trouble  of  educa- 
tion than  in  fear  of  having  to  subdivide  an  inheritance  perhaps 
already  too  small.  In  fact,  it  was  the  Greek  remedy  for  over- 
population, a  revolting  solution  of  a  hitherto  insoluble  problem. 
In  some  states,  such  as  Sparta,  this  extreme  prudence  produced 
a  continual  decay  in  the  free  population,  and  the  state  found 
it  necessary  to  encourage  the  bringing  up  of  sons ;  making  the 
man  who  had  four  free  from  all  taxes.  At  Thebes  only  was 
exposure  of  children  forbidden. 

As  the  Greeks  had  no  family-  or  sur-name,  it  was  usual  in 
naming  a  child  to  keep  up  in  some  way  the  hereditary  sequence. 
The  most  usual  thing  was  to  name  a  boy  after  his  paternal 
grandfather,  so  that  we  commonly  find  names  recurring  in 
families  in  alternate  generations.^  This  custom  still  survives 
among  Greeks.  Sometimes  father  and  son  for  two  or  three 
generations  would  have  the  same  name ;  but  more  often  the 
initial  or  concluding  syllables  would  be  changed ;  thus  Nausi- 
philus  is  son  of  Nausinicus,  and  Phocion  of  Phocus.  If  the 
mother  of  a  boy  were  of  more  honourable  family  than  the  father, 
he  might  take  the  name  of  a  maternal  grandfather  or  uncle. 
Names  compounded  with  -hippus  were  supposed  to  have  an 
aristocratic  sound  Again,  a  father  would  very  often  name  a 
son  after  a  deity  or  hero  on  whose  day  the  birth  fell,  or  whose 
worship  he  especially  affected  ;  such  names  often  comn^emorated 
a  vow ;  thus  we  get  Diophantus  and  ApoUodotus.  Or  he  would 
form  a  name  from  some  circumstance  gf  his  life,  from  his 
intentions  with  regard  to  the  child  or  some  peculiarity  of  the 
latter.  Or  he  might  adopt  the  name  of  a  friend  or  even  a  friendly 
people,  whence  Thessalus,  Lacedsemonius,  &c.  Finally,  it  often 
happened  that  a  nickname  given  to  a  lad  superseded  his  true 

^  Instance ;  the  later  (Antigonid)   KingB  of  Macedon,  or  the  Kings 
of  Syria. 
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name  ;  a  well-known  instance  is  the  name  Plato,  given  to  the 
philosopher  on  account  of  his  sturdy  figure.  The  names  of  girls 
seem  to  have  heen  hestowed  more  at  random;  but  we  find 
certain  female  names  common  in  certain  families,  as  Laodice  in 
that  of  the  Kings  of  Syria,  Berenice  and  Cleopatra  in  that  of 
the  Ptolemies. 

On  its  birth  a  child  was  handed  over  to  a  nurse,  frequently 
to  a  wet-nurse,  rirOrj,  who  suckled  it,  feeding  it  in  addition  with 
honey.  When  a  child  was  of  sufficient  age  to  require  more 
solid  food,  the  nurse  would  place  in  its  mouth  pap  which  she 
had  prepared  by  chewing  it  herself.  It  is  proved  by  the 
inscriptions  on  many  tombstones  erected  in  memory  of  nurses 
by  young  men  who  had  been  their  charge,  how  tender  was,  the 
relation  between  nurse  and  child,  and  how  long  it  persisted  into 
the  life  of  adults. 

It  was  the  custom  in  all  parts  of  Greece  except  Sparta  to 
wrap  up  young  infants  in  (nrdpyava,  or  swaddling  bands.  A 
long  strip  of  wool,  three  fingers  wide,  was  wound  round  and 
round  the  little  body,  beginning  with  the  arms,  then  confining 
the  chest  and  the  legs,  and  even  the  head.  Ancient  monuments 
fully  illustrate  this  custom,  and  show  how  the  child  became  a 
sort  of  package,  whereof  only  the  face  was  visible,  and  which 
was  handed  about  or  carried  like  a  parcel.  Whatever  modem 
authorities  may  say  as  to  the  evils  of  such  a  system,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  under  it  were  produced  bodily  forms  like 
those  of  the  discobolus  of  Myron  and  the  Aphrodite  of  Melos. 
Sometimes,  however,  well-to-do  parents  preferred  to  import  a 
Laconian  helot  woman  as  nurse,  and  to  give  the  limbs  of  their 
infants  free  play. 

No  small  part  of  a  nurse's  duties  consisted  in  preserving  her 
charge  from  the  evil  influences  of  supernatural  powers.  There 
was  a  whole  class  of  evil  spirits  who  lived  on  the  lives  and 
health  of  children,  such  as  Mopfwu,  'A#ck(u  and  'AX<^4tci>,  and  the 
Sr/iiyycs  in  whom  the  Greek  peasant  believes  to  this  day.  The 
Nymphs  frequently  cut  short  the  life  of  children  as  they  did 
that  of  young  Hylas.  Then  there  was  the  evil  eye,  6<f>6akfws 
BdoTKavos,  to  guiurd  against  as  a  peril  always  at  hand.  Against 
these  evil  influences  children  were  fortified  by  a  host  of  amulets, 
TpoPaxTKavCa,  hung  round  their  necks,  Bepata,  or  fastened  to  their 
persons,  as  well  as  by  the  singing  of  songs  and  charms.  Some- 
times the  place  of  the  rirOrj  was  taken  by  a  rpo<fi6^  who  was 
merely  an  elderly  female  slave  detached  to  take  charge  of  a 
child,  to  carry  him  when  the  mother  took  him  abroad,  and  to 
wash  and  dress  him. 
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Until  their  seventh  year  boys  and  girls  remained  together  in 
the  gynsBConitis,  watched  and  tended  by  mother  and  nurse. 
The  girls,  whose  childhood  lasted  longer  than  that  of  the  boys, 
amused  themselves  with  dolls,  Kopai,  of  which  many  survive, 
made  of  clay  and  painted,  with  the  arms  and  legs  so  fastened 
on  with  string  as  to  be  easily  movable.  The  boys  had  go-carts, 
d/Ao^iSes,  and  figures  of  soldiers  and  animals  of  the  same  materiaL 
Children  of  all  times  have  rejoiced  in  the  ball,  the  hoop,  and  the 
whipping  top.  And  parents  of  all  ages  have  played  with  them. 
It  is  said  of  AgesilauS'^  that  he  used  to  ride  on  a  reed  to  please 
his  boys.  The  swing  was  also  a  favourite  plaything.  The 
illustrious  Archytas  condescended  to  invent  the  child's  rattle, 
vkaTayTj.  Strepsiades  in  the  Clouds^  relates  with  pride  how 
his  son  Pheidippides  when  quite  a  little  fellow  had  a  mechanical 
turn  ;  moulded  houses  and  ships,  made  go-carts  of  leather,  and 
frogs  out  of  pomegranate  rind.  It  was  very  easy  for  children 
to  mould  wax  or  clay,  and  if  we  might  judge  from  the  rudeness 
of  many  figures  which  have  come  down  to  us,  we  should  find 
in  them  the  work  of  childish  hands. 

There  were  also  plenty  of  social  games,  which  the  ^irls 
practised  in  their  room,  and  the  lads  in  the  streets.  The 
general  character  of  these  was  not  one  of  vigorous  competition 
or  athletic  exercise ;  but  objects  were  very  usually  tossed,  the 
thrower  trying  to  bring  them  down  with  one  or  the  other  side 
up.  The  chief  instrument  of  these  games  was  the  knuckle- 
bone, cuTT/oayaXos,  which  was  used  even  by  men  and  women  for 
dice,  but  with  children  a  piece  of  earthenware  blackened  on  one 
side  was  often  substituted.  The  game  dfnuurfio^  was  an  usual 
one  with  children.  It  was  played  with  pieces  of  money  or 
other  small  objects,  of  which  one  player  took  up  a  handful,  and 
the  other  guessed  whether  the  number  so  taken  was  even  or 
odd.  Children  also  threw  nuts,  as  marbles  are  thro\vn  with  us, 
to  fall  into  a  marked  space.  ^  There  was  also  a  game  resembling 
blind  man's  buff,  with  the  addition  that  those  whom  the  blind 
man  was  pursuing  struck  him  with  leathern  straps.  This  was 
called  x^^'^^  fJLvta.  Often  one  lad  was  made  king,  and  the  rest 
were  bound  under  penalties  to  execute  his  orders.  There  were 
a  few  more  boyish  games,  such  as  that  called  by  us  French  and 
English,  where  two  parties  of  boys  pulled  at  the  two  ends  of 
a  rope ;  but  no  contest  of  skill  for  children  like  the  modem 
football  and  cricket. 

If  we  may  judge  from  the  reliefs  on  tombs,  Greek  children 

*  Plutarch,  Ages.  25.  >  L.  878.  ^  Pollux,  ix.  122. 
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were  very  fond  of  animals,  and  commonly  made  pets  of  them. 
The  dog  is  constantly  in  attendance ;  not  a  gaunt^  lean,  savage 
cieature  like  the  modern  Greek  dog,  but  a  little  *'  Spitz  "  wiUi 
pointed  noee  and  long  hair.  The  cat  was  not  known  to  the 
Greeks  in  early  times,  but  its  place  was  taken  up  by  the 
yaA.^,  or  weasel,  as  regards  mousing.  Its  social  position  was 
held  by  the  dog  or  by  the  bird,  which  seems  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  universal  playthings  of  young  girl&  If  we 
add  to  these  the  snake  and  the  tortoise,  the  list  will  be  f&irly 
complete. 

Greek  nurses  were  fond  of  frightening  and  amusing  their 
charges  with  tale&  Certain  hobgoblins,  as  Mop/iio  and*£/Mroixr<x, 
were  specially  kept  for  nursery  use.  The  extr<iordinary  rich- 
ness of  Greek  legend  and  mythology  must  have  supplied  story- 
tellers with  an  endless  stock  of  material.  Even  in  modem 
Greece  a  good  many  classical  legends  still  survive  in  a  modified 
shape  among  nurses — that  of  Eros  and  Psyche,  for  instance. 
Both  Plato  and  Aristotle  would  gladly  have  seen  society  take 
in  hand  the  subject  of  nurses'  tales,  and  work  them  to  a  more 
moral  end ;  and  it  is  easy  to  understand  that  there  was  very 
much  in  Greek  mythology  unfit  for  children  to  hear.  Beast 
tales  like  those  of  iEsop  were  much  in  vogue.  ^ 

Einally,  as  to  punishments.  The  usu>d  resource  was  the 
ready  one  of  castigation,  which  was  administered  by  the  mother 
with  her  slipper,  or  by  the  father  or  pedagogue  with  a  cane. 

In  regard  to  education  in  Greece,  it  must  be  first  observed 
that  it  was  a  thing  entirely  of  Greek  invention.;  Almost  all 
other  peoples  have  been  largely  influenced  in  education  by  the 
example  of  foreign  nations,  but  in  Greece  we  reach  the  very 
origin  of  all  that  can  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  word  bo 
called  bringing  up;  and  the  greatest  philosophers  and  artists 
hod  in  some  cases  an  undeniable  influence  on  its  character.  It 
was  also  directed  to  a  consciously  chosen  end,  the  production 
of  citizens  worthy  of  the  state,  who  would  carry  on  in  the 
future  the  best  life  of  post  ages.  Hence  the  notion  now  in 
some  places  prevalent,  that  the  object  of  education  is  only  the 
acquirement  of  knowledge,  is  diametrically  op[X)sed  to  the  Greek 
idea  of  education.  They  regarded  it  as  a  training  for  right 
living  rather  than  for  correct  thinking.  And  if  conduct  be, 
as  we  are  told,  three-foiurths  of  human  life,  their  view  has 
some  obvious  justification. 

The  Greeks,  as  we  might  naturally  have  expected,  attached 

^  ArUtoph.  Vesp,  1182. 
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the  greatest  possible  value  to  education.  In  Sparta  and  the 
Dorian  states  the  training  of  boys  was  carried  on  by  the  state, 
with  the  purpose  of  making  them  manly  and  worthy  citizens. 
From  their  seventh  year  the  Spartan  boys  were  enrolled  in  com- 
panies, over  which  the  most  active  of  them  were  made  captaina 
All  were  subjected  to  a  most  rigorous  discipline  at  the  hands 
of  their  elders.  This  iron  discipline  naturally  had  a  great 
attraction  for  Plato,  and  originated  the  notion  which  he  works 
out  in  the  Republic  and  the  Lotos  of  an  organised  and  com- 
pulsory system  of  state  education  But  so  far  as  intellectual 
education  went,  the  Spartan  teaching  was  rather  less  developed 
than  different  from  that  of  the  rest  of  Greece.  At  present  I 
propose  to  confine  myself  in  the  main  to  Athens,  and  to  consider 
what  kind  of  education  was  there  provided,  and  how  it  was 
regarded  by  the  wiser  among  the  Greeks  themselves. 

It  is  not  very  easy  to  determine  how  far  any  education  was 
compulsory  at*  Athens.  On  the  one  hand,  the  laws  of  Solon 
seem  to  have  enjoined  upon  every  father  the  duty  of  educating 
his  sons.  Plato  ^  speaks  of  the  laws  as  commanding  instruction 
in  music  and  gymnastics.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  only 
sanction  to  these  laws  of  which  we  hear  is  the  provision  that 
a  child  whom  his  parents  had  neglected  to  educate  was  not 
bound  to  maintain  them  in  old  age.  -  There  were  at  Athens 
magistrates,  the  iraiSovo/iot,  who  were  appointed  to  inspect 
schools;  but  it  is  very  improbable  that  they  looked  beyond 
mere  outward  order  and  propriety,  or  in  any  way  controlled  the 
course  of  study.  In  matters  of  outward  decency,  no  doubt  the 
regulations  were  strict.  iEschinea  ^  speaks  of  laws  regulating 
the  hours  of  attendance  at  school,  and  fixing  a  limit  to  the 
number  of  pupils.  He  also  declares  that  it  was  illegal  to  open 
schools  before  sunrise,  or  keep  them  open  after  sunset,  no  doubt 
in  order  that  the  boys  might  go  to  and  fro  by  daylight.  And 
we  are  even  told  that  it  was  forbidden  under  pain  of  death 
for  grown  men  to  visit  the  schools;  but  a  law  of  this  kind 
can  hardly  have  been  kept.  So  long  as  sanitary  and  other 
regulations  were  observed,  any  one  seems  to  have  been  at 
li^rty  to  open  a  school,  and  his  intellectual  qualifications 
were  regarded  as  the  concern  only  of  himself  and  the  parents 
of  his  pupils. 

We  must  imagine  the  boys  of  Athens,  from  their  seventh  to 

*  Crito,   p.    50.     ira/wyyAXwret  ry    rarpl  ry  at},  ai  ip  /tovffuc'g    koI 

yvfumcTiKy  iraidet/eiv. 

s  f«  Tlntnm^K  A.      u*rfL  v^mv  wolh^ap  tlffUpai. 


In  Timareh,  9.     Merd  rbawp  waliup  eUrUpou 
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their  sixteenth  year,  flocking  in  crowds  in  the  early  morning 
to  the  schools.  £ach  would  be  accompanied  by  a  pedagogue, 
raiSaywyosj  an  old  and  trusty  slave,  who  was  bound  never  to 
lose  sight  of  him,  to  carry  his  lyre  and  tablets,  and  to  keep  him 
out  of  mischief.  The  pedagogue  of  course  had  nothing  to  do 
with  teaching,  he  had  only  to  take  his  charge  to  school  or  to 
the  palaestra,  and  to  wait  to  bring  him  back.  But  as  we  know 
how  careful  the  educated  Greeks  were  of  their  boys,  we  can 
easily  understand  that  the  character  of  a  pedagogue  was  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  even  his  deportment,  as  the  moulding 
of  the  manners  of  his  young  charge  would  be  in  great  part  his 
work.  To  these  manners  the  Greeks  attached,  as  is  well 
known,  the  greatest  importance.  They  loved  to  see  extreme 
modesty  (atSws)  in  boys,  who  were  expected  to  walk  in  the 
streets  soberly,  with  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  to  rise,  if  seated, 
on  the  approach  of  an  elder,  and  never  to  speak  except  when 
spoken  to.^  In  minor  matters  also  they  were  carefully  trained, 
such  as  in  what  way  to  wrap  their  himation  about  them,  the 
correct  method  being  to  proceed  from  left  to  right  {etrl  Se^id),  and 
how  many  fingers  to  use  to  the  different  kinds  of  food.  In  the 
vase  paintings  we  see  lads  when  in  the  presence  of  their  elders 
standLig,  and  so  much  wrapped  up  that  only  their  head  is 
visible.  If  allowed,  as  a  special  treat,  to  be  present  at  a 
banquet,  boys  sat  while  the  feasters  reclined,  and  were  sent  off 
early  to  bed.  It  is  evident  that  rules  so  rigorous  would  only 
be  kept  up  by  a  pedagogue  of  principle,  and  we  can  imderstand 
what  blame  Pericles  incurred  for  giving  to  Alcibiades  a  peda- 
gogue too  old  and  feeble  to  be  efficient.  In  the  period  succeed- 
ing the  Peloponnesian  war  the  boys  gradually  revolted,  and  at 
length  were  even  sometimes  encouraged  by  their  parents  to 
beat  their  attendants. 

The  ideas  of  the  Greeks  as  regards  the  purpose  of  educa- 
tion, both  in  physical  training  and  in  learning,  differed  greatly 
from  ours.  As  to  physical  training  I  will  speak  in  the  next 
chapter.  As  regards  learning,  the  moral  aspect  of  education 
Was  kept  far  more  in  the  foreground  than  it  is  by  us,  though  of 
course  in  our  schools  there  are  in  this  respect  great  differences. 
But  we  feel  far  more  than  did  the  Greeks  the  necessity  of 
intellectual  training ;  and  no  one  in  England  subordinates 
knowledge  to  moral  training  to  such  an  extent  as  the  Greeks 
did.  One  can  imagine  the  astonishment  which  an  educated 
Greek  would  feel  at  the  notion  of  electing  men  by  examination 

'  Plutarch,  Virt.  doeeripoBU^  2. 
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^yy^;2.^^^j,^UM-^  ^  offices  in  the  state.     Even  the  custom  of  election  by  lot 

^^/7  would  seem  less  absurd  than  that. 

Perhaps  nothing  will  put  this  in  a  clearer  light  than  quoting 
part  of  the  speech  of  Protagoras  as  to  education  which  Plato 
puts  into  his  mouth.  Protagoras  no  doubt  was  a  sophist,  and 
one  may  take  a  handsome  discount  from  his  words  on  the 
ground  of  their  rhetorical  character ;  nevertheless  they  are  very 
instructive. 

*^  Beginning  from  early  childhood,  they  teach  and  admonish 
their  sons  as  long  as  they  live.  For  as  soon  as  any  one  under- 
stands what  is  said,  nurse,  mother,  pedagogue,  and  the  father 
himself,  vie  with  each  other  in  this,  to  make  the  boy  become 
as  good  as  possible;  in  every  word  and  deed  teaching  and 
pointing  out  to  him  that  this  is  just,  and  that  unjust,  this  is 
honourable  and  that  base,  this  is  righteous  and  that  unrighteous, 
and  this  you  must  do  and  that  you  must  not  do.  And  if  the 
boy  obeys  willingly,  it  is  well ;  but  if  not,  like  a  plank  twisted 
and  bent,  they  make  him  straight  by  threats  and  blows.  After 
this  they  send  him  to  school,  and  give  the  teachers  much 
more  strict  injunctions  to  attend  to  the  children's  morals  than 
to  their  reading  and  music :  and  the  masters  do  attend  to  this, 
and  when  the  boys  have  learned  their  letters,  and  are  likely  to 
understand  what  is  written,  as  before  words  spoken,  they  place 
before  them  on  their  benches  to  read,  and  compel  them  to 
learn  by  heart,  the  compositions  of  good  poets,  in  which  there 
are  many  admonitions,  and  many  tales,  and  praises,  and  en- 
comiums of  good  men  of  former  times,  in  order  that  the  boy 
may  imitate  them  through  emulation,  .and  strive  to  become 
such  himself.  Again,  the  music-masters,  in  the  same  way,  pay 
attention  to  sobriety  of  behaviour,  and  take  care  that  the  boys 
commit  no  evil :  besides  this,  when  they  have  learnt  to  play 
on  the  lyre,  they  teach  them  the  compositions  of  other  good 
poets,  lyric  poets,  setting  them  to  music,  and  they  compel 
modes  and  harmony  to  become  familiar  to  the  boys'  souls,  in 
order  that  they  may  become  more  gentle,  and  being  themselves 
more  rhythmical  and  harmonious,  they  may  be  serviceable  in 
word  and  deed  ;  for  the  whole  life  of  man  requires  rhythm  and 
harmony.  Moreover,  besides  this,  they  send  them  to  a  teacher 
of  gymnastics,  that  having  their  bodies  in  a  better  state,  these 
may  be  subservient  to  their  well-regulated  minds,  and  they 
may  not  be  compelled  to  cowardice  through  bodily  infirmity,' 
either  in  war  or  other  actions.  And  these  things  they  do  who  ' 
are  most  able ;  but  the  richest  are  the  most  able,  and  their 
sons,  beginning  to  frequent  masters  at  the  earliest  time  of  life, ' 
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leave  them  the  latest  And  when  they  are  set  free  from 
masters,  the  state  still  further  compels  them  to  learn  the  laws, 
and  to  live  by  them  as  a  pattern,  that  they  may  not  act  at 
random  after  their  own  inclinations,  but  exactly  as  writing- 
masters  having  ruled  lines  with  an  instrument  for  those  boys 
y^lio  have  not  yet  learnt  to  write  well,  then  give  them  the 
mrriting-tablet,  and  compel  them  to  write  according  to  the 
Icsading  of  the  lines,  so  the  state  having  prescribed  laws  which 
iflrere  the  inventions  of  good  and  ancient  l^islators,  compels 
men  both  to  govern  and  be  governed  according  to  these,  but 
Mrhoso  transgresses  them  it  punishes ;  and  the  name  given  to 
tills  chastisement,  both  among  you,  and  in  many  other  places, 
is  correction,  since  punishment  corrects." 

One  cannot  read  the  writers  of  the  good  period  without 
observing  that  what  they  expected  and  valued  above  all  things 
in  boys  was  aria<f>pov€iv,  modesty  of  demeanour  and  a  respectful 
carriage.  Forwardness  in  boys  was  as  much  disapproved  as 
vras  forwardness  in  girls  among  ourselves  a  generation  ago. 
Boys  would  not  be  taken  to  witness  a  comedy.  If  for  a 
treat  they  went  out  to  dinner,  they  would,  like  Autolycus  in 
Xenophon's  Symposiuiny  not  recline,  but  sit  by  their  fathers, 
and  be  sent  away  before  amusements  of  a  doubtful  character 
were  introduced.  Types  of  the  boy  of  good  family  may  be 
seen  on  Attic  sepulchral  reliefs,  or  in  the  Eros  of  the  Parthenon 
frieze,  or  observed  in  the  Thecetetus  of  Plato.  Even  in  Lucian's 
pages  ^  we  read  of  boys  walking  the  streets  with  bent  head, 
looking  at  no  one.  But  perhaps  the  most  complete  picture  of 
the  well-bred  Athenian  boy  is  to  be  found  in  the  speech  ^  in 
which  AUaio^  Aoyos  seeks  to  persuade  Pheidippides  into  the 
ways  of  virtue:- 

"I  will  describe  the  old-fashioned  education,  how  it  was 
ordered  when  I  flourished  speaking  what  was  just,  and  tem- 
perance was  in  fashion.  First  of  all,  it  was  considered  proper 
that  no  one  should  hear  a  boy  uttering  a  syllable ;  next,  that 
those  of  the  same  quarter  should  walk  in  a  body  in  good  order 
to  the  abode  of  the  music-master,  clad  in  tunic  only,  though 
snow  fell  thick  as  flour.  Then  the  master  taught  them  to 
repeat  sitting,  not  cross-legged,  a  song,  IlaAXa&i  ire/oo-eiroXiv 
8civav,  or  Ti}Aeiropdv  ri  PoafiOj  raising  high  the  harmony 
handed  down  to  us  by  our  father&  But  if  any  of  them 
played  the  fool,  or  were  to  attempt  any  flourish  like  the  diffi- 
ctdt  turns  now  in  fashion,   after  the  manner  of    Phrynis, 

^  Amor.  44.  '  Arittoph.  (XoudM,  I  961. 
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he   would  be  beaten   wiih    many  blows    for   banishing  the 
Muses. 

Boldly,  my  boy,  choose  me  the  better  method, 

And  learn  to  avoid  the  Agora  and  to  abstain  from  the  baths. 

And  to  be  ashamed  at  the  vile,  and  if  they  ridicule  you  to  be  angiy. 

And  to  rise  from  your  seat  when  your  elders  approach. 

And  never  to  injure  your  parents  or  do  any  other  wrong, 

For  you  are  to  form  an  image  of  modesty." 

The  tendencies  against  which  Aristophanes  raised  a  voice 
of  indignant  protest  were  destined  to  prevail  in  later  Greece. 
And  in  the  field  of  education  these  tendencies  mainly  worked 
in  the  direction  of  the  substitution  of  intellectual  for  moral 
training.  Geometry  and  arithmetic,  which  earlier  systems  of 
education  had  despised  as  not  ethical,  became  a  part  of  regular 
training,  while  in  the  teaching  of  literature  the  study  of  words 
and  of  the  tricks  of  rhetoric  took  the  place  of  the  old-fashioned 
appreciation  of  noble  sentiment.  The  natural  result  appeared 
in  the  spread  of  knowledge,  the  growth  of  science,  and  the 
wide  diffusion  of  the  art  of  carefully  expressing  thought  in 
words,  while  the  political  decline  and  social  corruption  of  the 
Greek  race  went  on  steadily,  and  inspiration  died  out  of  poetry 
and  art  Whether  this  process  was  not  a  necessary  condition 
of  the  evolution  of  ancient  society  may  be  doubted  ;  but  we 
cannot  wonder  that  to  the  ethically-minded  of  the  Greeks  it 
seemed  a  process  of  decay  and  degeneration. 

We  must  briefly  treat  of  the  status  of  teachers  and  their 
relations  to  their  pupils,  as  well  as  of  the  subjects  in  which 
they  gave  instruction. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  there  was  in  Greece  little  of  that 
confidence  and  love  between  teacher  and  taught  which  has 
become  in  England,  since  Dr.  Arnold's  days,  at  least  theoreti- 
cally universal.  Xenophon  in  the  Anabasis  ^  says  of  Clearchus, 
"  He  had  no  tact,  but  was  severe  and  harsh  :  so  that  the  rela- 
tion of  soldiers  to  him  was  like  that  of  boys  to  a  master  ;  they 
did  not  follow  him  for  love  and  good-will"  And  at  a  later 
age  Lucian  '^  gives  no  pleasanter  impression  :  "  Who  ever  came 
away  from  a  feast  weeping,  as  we  see  boys  coming  from  school ! 
or  who  was  ever  seen  to  go  to  a  feast  so  sulkily  as  boys  going 

to  school  t " 

The  status  of  the  teacher  naturally  varied,  as  with  us,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances ;  but  the  tendency  of  the  Greeks  was  to 

»  ii.  6,  12.  *  P<iras,  13. 
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despise  those  who  in  any  way  taught  for  money,  and  to  put 
them  on  a  level  with  artisans.  Naturally  those  who  were  most 
despised  were  the  elementary  teachers,  ot  ra  irpwra  Sc^utkoktcs 
ypafifiara.  Lucian^  speaks  in  jest  of  those  who  in  this  life 
were  kings  or  satraps  as  being  reduced  in  the  next  to  the 
condition  of  fish-sellers  or  elementary  teachers.  There  was  a 
proverb  in  Greece  referring  to  those  who  had  disappeared  from 
the  circle  of  their  acquaintance  :  "  He  is  either  dead  or  turned 
teacher."  Demosthenes  throws  it  in  the  teeth  of  his  opponent 
iEschines  that  both  he  and  his  father  were  in  the  service  of  a 
teacher  of  boys ;  and  it  fell  ^  to  the  lot  of  young  iEschines  to 
sponge  down  the  forms  XPadpoC)^  make  the  ink,  and  perform 
other  services  unworthy  of  a  freeman. 

The  pay  of  these  elementary  teachers  (y/xL/xfuxrurrat)  was  no 
doubt  very  low,  though  we  have  no  indication  of  its  exact 
amount  That  it  was  paid  monthly  is  clear  from  the  satire  of 
Theophrastus,^  who  makes  it  one  of  the  traits  of  his  miser  to 
keep  his  son  away  from  school  in  the  month  of  Anthesterion, 
because  of  the  number  of  holidays  in  it.  In  the  third  mime 
of  Herondas  we  find  that  the  30th  of  the  month  was  the  day 
for  school-fees  to  be  paid.  It  is  probable  that  large  numbers 
of  lads  congregated  in  the  better-known  schools.  Thus  we 
hear  of  a  school  at  Astypalsea  where  there  were  sixty  pupils, 
and  of  one  in  Chios  where  there  were  a  hundred  and  twenty. 
These  were  of  course  day-schools;  boarding-schools  were  not 
known  among  the  Greeks.  The  time  of  school  probably  com- 
prised the  hours  of  light,  except  such  part  as  was  occupied  by 
the  mid-day  meal  and  the  attendance  at  the  palaestra. 

Of  course,  the  instructors  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning 
received  a  far  higher  rate  of  pay  and  more  consideration, 
though  even  to  them  belonged  the  stigma,  indelible  to  the 
Greek  mind,  of  working  for  hire.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
sophists  and  rhetoricians  of  later  Greece  demanded  and  received 
large  sums  of  money. 

The  ordinary  course  of  preliminary  instruction  for  boys  con- 
sisted of  three  parts,  ypa/x/Aara,  fiova-ucrj,  yvfivaoTucrj,  to  which 
was  afterwards  added  in  the  fourth  century  b.c.  drawing: 
7/>a^/tara  included  reading  and  writing,  and  Plato  in  the  Laws  ^ 
Bays  that  arithmetic  should  be  learned  at  the  same  time; 
though  it  is  certain,  as  will  be  seen  below,  that  the  Greeks 
were  never  very  proficient  in  it.     Of  the  course  pursued  in 

*  Neeyom,  17.  •  De  Conm,  p.  313. 

•  Char,  30.  *  Legg,  vii  p.  819.  «     ; 
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teaching  to  read,  Dionysius  of  Halicamassiis  ^  gives  us  an  exact 
idea.  First,  he  says,  we  learn  the  names  of  the  letters,  then 
their  shape  and  force.  After  that  we  join  them  into  syUables 
and  words.  Then  we  learn  about  the  ocmiponent  parts  of 
sentences,  nouns,  verbs,  and  particles.  Then  we  begin  to  read, 
slowly  at  first  and  by  syllables.  In  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
cess of  forming  letters  into  syllables,  we  know  from  a  terra-cotta 
tablet  published  by  M.  Dumont,*  that  the  children  were  taught 
to  repeat  strings  of  similarly  ending  syllables,  ap,  jSop,  yap^  8ap^ 
&c.,  op.  Pop,  yop,  Sop,  &c.,  probably  chanting  them  in  classes. 
As  soon  as  the  boys  could  read,  they  were  put  upon  the  poems 
of  Homer  and  Hesiod,  and  the  moral  writings  of  Tbeognis, 
Solon,  and  the  rest,  which  thus  became  familiar  to  them  from 
earliest  childhood.  In  writing,  as  we  learn  from  Plato's 
Protipjoras,^  they  began  by  the  imitation  of  a  copy,  but  soon 
progressed  as  far  as  writing  from  dictation,  for  which  purpose 
Homer  was  again  brought  into  requisition. 

It  has  been  disputed  whether  the  Greeks  were  accustomed  to 
writing,  but  it  is  certain  that  before  the  time  of  Plato  it  was 
usually  taught  in  the  schools.  The  pupils  at  an  early  period 
used  tablets,  irtKaKcs  or  SeXroi,  cover<»d  with  a  coating  of  wax  on 
which  lines  were  drawn  with  a  stylus  of  metal,  but  later  paper, 
pCpXjos,  was  used,  and  the  writing  performed  with  a  reed  and  a 
black  fluid,  pekav.  The  latter  method  was  already  in  use  *  when 
.^Ischines  went  to  school,  that  is,  early  in  the  fourth  century.^ 

When  boys  had  learned  to  read  and  write,  they  were  en> 
couraged  or  compelled  to  learn  by  heart  great  masses  of  poetry, 
of  Homer  or  Simonides,  or  the  gnomic  poets.  Many  a  Greek  ^ 
knew  by  heart  the  whole  of  the  liiad  and  Odyssey.  What 
they  had  thus  learned  they  had  to  recite  before  teacher  and 
pupils,  paying  special  attention  to  grace  of  action  and  correct- 
ness of  expression.  Indeed,  this  introduction  to  and  familiarity 
with  the  great  poets  was  the  end  and  object  of  the  training 
given  by  the  ypappartan)^'^  Sometimes,  in  addition  to  poetry, 
the  pupils  learned  and  recited  the  laws  of  their  country,  witii 
which  they  thus  became  early  familiar. 

^  De  admir.  vi  dicendi  in  Demoith,  52. 

*  Inser,  C^ramiqtteiy  p.  405. 

»  Protag,  p.  320  D.  *  Demo«th.  de  Corona,  p.  313. 

*  For  repreientationt  of  writing  mAterials  see  Schreiber,  pL  xoi. 
'  Xenoph.  Sywpot.  iii.  5. 

^  In  teaching  the  Homeric  poems,  the  schoolmasten  of  Alexandria  need 
a  curious  aid  to  memory  in  the  form  of  marble  tablets  engraved  with 
noenee  from  the  epic.  Some  of  these  ToMcr  Iliac^  are  engray^  in 
Schreiber,  pi.  xcii.-iti. 
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It  seems  doubtful  whether  arithmetic  was  taught  at  all  at 
school,  in  earlier  times  not  being  supposed  to  have  ethical  value. 
If  it  was,  the  instruction  must  have  been  very  elementary,  as 
we  find  eyen  adults  reckoning  on  their  fingers  or  by  the  help 
of  counters.  A  reckoning  board  (abacus)  ^  was  often  used,  of 
which  the  rows  contained  counters,  the  value  of  which  counters 
varied  with  their  position,  being  at  times  greater,  at  times 
smaller ;  whence  Solon  ^  wittily  compared  to  them  the  officers 
and  favourites  of  tyrants. 

The  musical  education,  which  began  later  than  the  gram- 
matical, perhaps  about  the  thirteenth  year,  differed  entirely 
from  ours,  inasmuch  as  a  technical  knowledge  of  music  and 
mastery  of  the  instrument  was  neither  required  nor  desired! 
The  object  was  a  moral  one,  namely,  to  acquaint  the  learners 
with  the  songs  of  the  great  lyrical  poets,'  with  a  view  to  their 
ethical  improvement.  These  songs  it  was  the  business  of  a 
gentleman  to  be  able  to  sing,  accompanying  himself  on  the  lyre. 
The  flute  was  also  taught  in  Athens  in  earlier  times,  but  fell  out 
of  use  there  in  the  fifth  century,  being  retained  only  in  the  less 
cultivated  Bceotia.  The  young  Alcibiades  was,  we  are  told,  a 
leader  in  the  revolt  of  the  boys  against  it,  since  distended 
cheeks  interfered  wit)i  beauty.  It  was  owing  to  the  influence 
of  Pamphilus,^  head  of  the  Sicyonian  school  of  painting,  that 
drawing  was  introduced  into  Greek  schools  in  the  fourth 
century  as  one  of  the  recognised  branches  of  education.  Pro- 
bably it  was  in  most  cases  only  carried  far  enough  to  help  the 
learner  to  appreciate  the  works  of  art  of  which  every  Greek  city 
began  in  those  days  to  be  full. 

A  charming  artistic  representation  of  the  Greek  school  is 
furnished  us  by  a  vase  of  the  painter  Duris,  dating  from  the 
middle  of  the  fifth  century,  which  is  figured  as  our  frontispiece.^ 
On  one  side  of  this  vase  we  have  an  elementary  class.  To  the 
right  sits  a  pedagogue  waiting  for  his  young  charges,  who  are 
receiving  instruction  from  two  beardless  teachers  :  one  of  these 
teachers  is  correcting  with  a  stylus  an  exercise  written  on  wax 
tablets ;  the  other  performs  on  the  flute  an  accompaniment  to 
the  song  of  his  pupil. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  vase  the  pedagogue  is  seated  as 
before,  but  both  teachers  and  pupils  are  of  maturer  years. 
One  of  the  boys  is  learning  the  fingering  of  the  lyre,  the  other 

^  Such  a  reckoning  board  is  figured  in  Banmeister's  DenknUUer,  p.  143 1. 
'  Diog.  Laert.  i.  59.  *  Plato,  Protag.  p.  326  a. 

*  Plin.  35,  36.  »  Mon,  dtlV  Inst.  Ix.  54. 
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is  reciting  from  memory  a  passage  of  epic  poetry,  whereof  the 
first  line  may  be  seen  on  the  scroll  in  his  teacher's  Han/^i^^ 
Motxra  fioi  dfjL<f>l  '^dfiavSpov  Ivpoov  oLpx^f'*  aciSciv.  Against 
the  wall  of  the  school  hang  a  variety  of  scholastic  necessaries, 
lyre  and  flute,  wax  tablets  and  papyrus  rolls,  a  drawing  square 
and  drinking  cups.  The  modest  dress  and  demeanour  of  tiie 
pupils  is  very  noteworthy. 

Intellectual  training  was  supplemented  by  physical,  and  as  the 
object  of  the  former  was  to  produce  a  sound  mind  imbued  with 
good  principles,  so  the  object  of  the  latter  was  to  produce  a 
well-proportioned  and  healthy  body.  This  physical  education 
was  carried  on  by  a  class  of  men  called  vaiSorpipai  at  their 
palsBstrsB,  which  seem  to  have  been  private  buildings,  and  must 
be  distinguished  from  the  public  gymnasia  where  men  and 
youths  exercised.  To  these  palsestrsB  boys  were  taken  by  their 
pedagogues  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  and  exercised  in 
running,  leaping,  and  wrestling. 

The  severer  exercises,  such  as  boxing  and  the  pancratium,  were 
not  encouraged  in  early  times ;  the  pancratium  for  boys  was 
not  introduced  at  Olympia  until  the  second  century  b.c.i  All 
Greeks  thought  highly  of  the  value  of  physical  training.  Aris- 
totle observes  that  it  should  begin  as  early  as  the  seventh  year, 
while  Plato  remarks  that  the  mental  training  of  boys  should 
not  be  begun  until  their  bodies  have  attained  a  certain  strength 
and  solidity  by  means  of  gymnastic.  In  addition  to  the  above- 
mentioned  exercises  swimming  was  taught  early  and  universally 
at  Athens.  Another  most  important  branch  of  physical  educa- 
tion was  dancing,  which  was  practised  in  connection  with  the 
festivals  of  the  gods  and  the  representation  of  tragedies.  The 
training  of  a  chonis  was  one  of  the  most  usual  liturgies  at  Athens. 
At  Sparta  a  special  part  of  the  Agora  was  marked  o£f,  where  at 
the  Gymnopaedia  the  Spartan  youths  danced  before  the  people. 
Athletic  sports  did  not  specially  flourish  at  Sparta,  the  Boeotians 
surpassing  in  these  exercises  the  Lacediemonians,  but  special 
care  was  devoted  to  the  training  of  boys  in  hardihood  and  the 
capacity  to  resist  pain.  For  one  whole  year  (the  thirteenth) 
the  boys  of  Sparta  had  to  go  barefoot  and  without  an  inner 
garment,  and  to  abstain  from  washing.  ^ 

After  the  Grammatistes  and  Paddotribes  had  brought  to  an 
end  the  introductory  course  of  education,  boys  of  the  poorer 
class  had  at  once  to  set  about  some  occupation  or  trade.  The 
children  of  wealthier  parents  would  ordinarily  continue  their 

^  PauMti.  V.  8,  II. 
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studies,  either  at  the  house  of  a  ypafjLfiariKos,  who  taught 
rhetoric,  poetry,  and  perhai>s  philosophy,  or  under  teachers  of 
special  suhjects.  We  know  that  in  Uie  time  of  Plato  well- 
instructed  young  men  usually  knew  something  of  geometry; 
and  certainly  attention  was  given  to  geography,  the  study  of 
which  was  lightened  hy  the  use  of  maps  (iriVaKcs),  and  to 
astronomy.  On  approaching  manhood,  a  youth  would  often 
attach  himself  to  some  celehrated  rhetorician  or  some  eminent 
sophist,  and  attend  his  lectures,  paying  frequently  large  sums 
for  the  privilege.  In  the  later  ages,  at  Alexandria,  there  was 
a  sort  of  cyKvicX^os  fraiSeui,  or  university  course,  consisting  of 
seven  branches,  grammar,  rhetoric,  dialectic,  arithmetic,  music, 
geometry,  astronomy ;  hut  of  course  such  organisation  of  study 
belongs  to  a  learned  age  and  place,  and  could  never  have  been 
enjoyed  but  by  the  few. 

The  inscriptions  of  later  Greece  reveal  to  us  in  various  places 
the  existence  of  a  complete  system  of  education,  in  which  the 
teachers  were  functionaries  of  the  state,  receiving  public  pay. 
An  inscription  of  Teos.^  records  a  system  of  unusual  complete- 
ness. At  the  liead  of  education  were  set  a  yv/ivaxriapxos  and  a 
iratSovdfios,  who  must  be  not  less  than  forty  years  old.  Three 
teachers  were  yearly  elected  to  instruct  both  boys  and  girls 
in  ypdfifjuiray  who  received  respectively  600,  550,  and  500 
drachms,  large  salaries  in  antiquity.  Two  iraiboTpi^ai,  received 
each  500  drachms,  and  a  musician,  KiSapurnjs  rj  ^aAriys,  re- 
ceived 700  dracluns  for  instructing  Ephebi  and  boys  in  the 
arts  of  the  palsestra  and  of  music.  Teachers  were  also  pro- 
vided in  driUing,  spear-throwing,  and  archery ;  and  an  annual 
examination  or  exhibition  took  place. 

At  Athens  a  system  of  education,  probably  still  more  com- 
plete, grew  up  in  Hellenistic  times.  Boys  who  reached  the  age 
of  sixteen  became  for  two  years  irpoaiqpoi,  and  attended  lectures 
at  the  Au>y€V€iov.  And  further,  all  the  sons  of  citizens  were 
compelled,  on  attaining  their  eighteenth  year,  to  enter  upon  a 
two  years'  course  of  training  under  properly  constituted  officers. 
The  history  and  nature  of  this  training,  which  began  to  be  in 
use  as  early  as  the  time  of  Thucydides,  and  afterwards  became 
more  highly  developed,  are  set  forth  in  M.  Dumont's  essay, 
UEptiehie  Attique,  It  would  appear  that  on  entering  on  the 
course  of  discipline  the  £phebi  of  the  year  appeared  at  the 
Temple  of  Aglaurus,  and  took  an  oath  not  to  disgrace  their 
arms,  and  not  to  suffer  their  mother-city  to  be  diminished. 

^  Dittenberger,  Sylloge,  No.  349. 
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At  the  same  time  occurred  their  SoKifuxa-la  or  examination,  at 
which  no  doubt  the  state  of  their  health  and  the  purity  of  their 
descent  were  investigated.  Strangers  were,  however,  enrolled 
in  their  ranks,  at  all  events  after  the  second  century  b.g., 
though  it  appears  that  they  were  not  eligible  for  election  to 
office. 

The  Epheby  was  originally  a  political  and  military  institu- 
tion. The  youths  in  training  were  the  last  line  of  the  Athenian 
reserves,  and  were  specially  retained,  like  our  household  guards, 
for  purposes  of  police  in  the  Athenian  city  and  district,  and  to 
escort  the  Eleusinian  procession,  and  assist  in  the  other  great 
city  pomps.  The  Museum  was  by  a  decree  of  the  people  com- 
mitted to  them  to  guard. 

But  it  naturally  came  about  that  when  the  autonomy  of 
Athens  ended,  and  the  reputation  of  the  city  as  the  home  of 
science  and  art  went  on  rising,  the  system  of  Ephebi  became  a 
kind  of  university  training.  The  Ephebi  lived  in  cantonments 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Athens,  but  to  the  city  they  had  con- 
stantly to  come,  being  required  to  be  present  in  arms  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Ecclesia,  as  well  as  to  undergo  at  least  three 
reviews  (airo5c(^€is)  a  year,  one  at  the  festival  of  the  Theseia^ 
one  at  that  of  the  Epitaphia,  and  one  of  a  more  testing  char- 
acter. Their  supreme  officer,  who  was  always  a  man  high  in 
station  and  family  and  character,  was  the  Koa-iArJTrjs^  who  was 
elected  by  the  people,  and  who  gave  account  on  the  expiration 
of  his  office.  Under  him  were  the  iraiSorptjSi/s,  the  oirXo/iaxo5, 
together  with  the  oxoKrurr^s,  the  ro^n/s,  and  other  masters 
in  special  branches.  From  this  enumeration  it  may  be  judged 
that  the  physical  training  of  the  Ephebi 'Vas  made  of  much 
account.  Their  exercises  were  priniarily  of  a  warlike  character, 
archery  and  javelin-throwing,  and  boat-racing;  but  to  these 
were  added  contests  of  a  more  peaceful  character,  torch-races 
both  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  running  and  wrestling. 

But  the  physical  exercises  of  the  Ephebi  did  not  supersede 
moral  and  mental  training.  The  Cosmetes  was  bound  to 
educate  them  in  habits  of  virtue  and  modesty.  They  also 
attended  courses  of  lectures  at  the  Gymnasium  called  the 
Diogeneion,  and  in  inscriptions  it  is  frequently  recorded  to  the 
praise  of  a  Cosmetes  that  he  gave  great  care  to  the  studies  of 
his  charges  in  philosophy  and  science.  Plutarch  ^  says  that  the 
course  of  study  of  Ephebi  consisted  of  ypdfifMxra,  geometry, 
rhetoric,  and  music    Philosophy  was  included  under  ypafipATo. 

^  Qua$,  Conviv,  ix.  I. 
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Prizes  were  also  given  for  woirjfm  and  €yKi&fuov.     The  students 
sang  in  processions  and  made  speeches  at  the  *AXaia. 

£yen  from  this  slight  sketch  the  reader  may  judge  that 
Athens  contained  in  her  decline  a  university  worthy  of  her 
fame,  and  one  which  combined  the  advantages  of  military 
training  with  those  of  intellectual  education.  We  cannot 
wonder  that  many  Greeks  from  outside  Greece,  Phcenicians, 
and  even  Romans,  sent  their  sons  to  participate  in  so  healthy 
a  discipline.  On  the  manners  of  the  students  themselves  the 
inscriptions  thi-ow  some  light  Thus  we  find  that  both  Gym- 
nasiarch  and  Agonothetes  of  the  Ephebi  belonged  usually 
themselves  to  that  class,  and  not  only  served  at  their  own  cost, 
but  even  assisted  to  defray  the  general  expenses  of  the  college. 
Among  themselves  the  students  formed  ties  as  close  as  those 
which  unite  Cierman  and  American  students.  Two  Ephebi 
would  formally  adopt  one  another  as  <l>iXoi  or  aScXi^i,  or  a 
set  of  students  would  form  a  group  as  aiyvk^mriPot, -,  and  one 
would  sometimes  make  a  dedication  to  another  under  the  name 
of  a  god,  whence  we  find  such  inscriptions  as  'HpaxXct  KonrcDVi^ 
or  N4y€/M. 


CHAPTER  II 

PHYSICAL    TRAINING 

Grbek  social  life  tended  more  and  more  to  centre  in  the 
palaestra  and  the  gymnasium.  In  a  specially  appropriated  set 
of  these  the  physical  training  of  boys  was  conducted,  con- 
currently with  their  mental  training  at  the  school.  But  when 
they  became  Ephebi,  that  is,  attained  the  age  of  eighteen,  they 
began  to  frequent  the  great  public  institutions.  It  is  doubtful 
what  is  the  exact  difference  between  the  gymnasium  and  the 
palsstra,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  latter  was  a  more  primitive 
and  smaller  building,  serving  specially  for  the  training  of 
wrestlers  and  boxers.  The  earliest  gymnasia  were  merely  open 
spaces  near  a  river  and  surrounded  by  trees,  but  they  came 
by  degrees  to  contain  rooms  constructed  for  various  kinds  of 
exercises,  as  well  as  a  course  for  running  and  shady  walks  and 
seats  for  recreation  and  refreshment.  Socrates  carried  on  his 
discussions  in  the  market-place,  but  some  of  the  successors  of 
Socrates  formed  their  schools  in  one  or  another  of  the  great 
gymnasia,  where  they  found  shelter,  plenty  of  space,  and  an 
audience  quite  at  leisure. 
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In  Homeric  times  we  find  the  use  of  baths  ordinary.  A  cold 
plunge  in  a  river  was  not  a  luxury  reserved  for  men,  but  prac- 
tised by  women  also,  even  princesses  like  Helen  and  Nausicaa. 
Warm  baths  were  to  be  had  in  the  house  of  every  chief,  and 
when  a  guest  arrived,  one  of  the  first  things  was  to  furnish 
him  with  a  bath,  which  he  sometimes  took  in  the  great  hall 
or  ijJkyapovy  but  more  usually  in  the  special  bath-room.  He 
seated  himself  naked  in  a  lai^e  vessel  called  da-dfuvOcSj  and 
an  attendant,  sometimes  the  lady  of  the  house  or  one  of  her 
slaves,  poured  water  over  his  head  and  shoulders.  This  water 
was  usually  warm,  and  intended  to  refresh  a  hero  after  toil  and 
fatigue.  After  washinpr,  the  attendant  would  anoint  the  bather 
with  oil  and  put  his  clothes  on.  We  must  be  careful  to  avoid 
the  notion  that  the  Greeks  had,  in  earlier  and  simpler  days, 
great  bath-houses  fitted  with  apparatus,  and  containing  a 
number  of  rooms,  like  those  of  the  Komans,  or  like  the  modem 
Turkish  bath.  Such  luxuries  were  not  known  to  them.  To' 
bathe  in  warm  water  at  all,  except  after  great  fatigue,  was  re- 
garded by  simple  and  old-fashioned  people  as  effeminate.  Thus 
in  the  Clauds  the  Aocaios  Xoyos  advises  Pheidippides  to  abstain 
from  the  Oepfia  kovrpOy  and  the  reason  he  gives  is  orirf  kokuttov 
€<m  Kal  S€iXhv  iroict  rhv  avSpa.^  So  the  Spartans,  according 
to  Plutarch,^  were  kovrfxav  koi  aXc£fi/buir<av  aircipot.  Elaborate 
systems  of  bathing  in  hot  and  cold  water,  like  those  of  the 
Romans,  belong  only  to  Hellenistic  times.  The  hot-air  bath 
did  not  become  usual  until  a  late  period.  It  would  appear 
from  the  paintings  on  vases .  that  even  the  public  baths 
(called  on  the  vases  Si^fuxria)  were  very  simple  in  their  arrange- 
ments. A  large  vase  or  cauldron  was  placed  in  the  middle  of 
a  room  and  fiUed  with  water.  The  bathers  stood  round  it,  and 
with  their  hands  or  vessels  poured  the  water  over  them- 
selves, or  it  might  he  poured  over  them  by  comrades  or 
slaves,  falling  on  the  floor,  which  was  no  doubt  of  stone,  and 
running  away.  The  water  thus  used  might  be  cold  or  warm ; 
but  the  cold  bath  was  generally  enjoyed  in  the  form  of  a 
plunge  or  a  douche,  the  bather  standing  under  a  spout  which 
discharged  cold  water.  At  the  Thermae  or  natural  hot-springs 
the  warm  water  was  similarly  conveyed  in  pipes  and  ad- 
ministered in  the  form  of  a  douche.  Sometimes  prepared 
earth,  kovm,  o-p/y/iara,  was  used  to  assist  the  cleansing 
action  of  the  water.  After  rubbing  most  of  the  moisture  off 
with  his  hands,  the  bather  woidd  pass  into  another  room  or 

^  Clouds,  1045.  '  Lffcurg,  16. 
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the  open  aii  and  anoint  himself  with  olive-oil  or  more  ex- 
p>eii8ive  unguents,  and  scrape  his  whole  body  with  the  strigil, 
tr-rktYfl<i.  ile  would  then  resume  his  clothes.  The  jSaAuvdJt 
or  badiing-man  would  receive  a  small  fee,  tTiXovrpov. 

When  cities  came  to   possew  great  gymnasia   adapted  for 
various  exercises,  parU  of  these  were  set  apart  for  bathing,  and 
large  rooms  assigned  to  the  various  operations.     Thus  we  find  . 
mention  in  later  writers  of  an  aro6vT^pu>v  or  room  for  undresa- 
ing,  an  iXatoOvnov  or  aktarr^piov,  a  place  for  rubbing  with  oil,  a 


Fia.  16.— UcM  Bathiho.' 


nvpmrqfuov  or  dry  sweating-bath,  warm  and  cold  baths,  &c.,  all 
of  which  were  no  doubt  used  in  later  and  more  sophisticated 
times  in  the  training  of  athletes.  But  these  baths  were  in  sub- 
ordination to  the  general  purposes  of  the  gymnasia,  of  which  we 
must  give  a  brief  and  general  account. 

The  excavations  at  Pompeii  have  brought  to  light  both  baths 
and  palttstne.  The  former  are  Boman  rather  ^a  Greek  in 
character ;  bnt  the  pakestra  was  essentially  a  Greek  institution 


'  Gerlwrd,  Avtrittatt  Yatab.  pL  177. 
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and  passed  into  Southern  Italy  in  pre-Roman  days.  One  of 
the  Pompeian  pal»8tr»  in  particular  seems  to  have  belonged  to 
the  old  Oscan  existence  of  the  city,^  for  in  its  colonnade  was 
found  a  sundial  with  an  Oscan  inscription,  which  recorded  how 
it  was  made  from  fines  incurred  in  the  exercises  of  the  palestra. 
It  consists  of  an  open  court  with  pillared  walks  and  seats  on 
three  sides  ;  on  the  fourth  side  was  a  strip  of  pavement,  on  which 
lay,  when  the  spot  was  excavated,  two  heavy  stone  balls,  which 
had  clearly  been  used  to  test  the  strength  of  the  athletes.  At 
the  side  of  this  court  is  a  cold  bath,  on  either  side  of  which  are 
rooms  with  earthen  floors,  coigectured  to  be  the  airo3vr^/Mov, 
ikatoOw-ioVf  and  Kovurrqpiov.  Other  rooms  near  by  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  coryceum,  exedrsB,  and  so  forth. 

Still  more  valuable  evidence  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the 
palflBstra  has  been  furnished  by  the  excavations  at  Olympia. 
Outside  the  Altis  were  found  the  foundations  of  a  building 
erected  in  Hellenistic  times  to  serve  as  a  training  and  practising 
place  for  athlete&^  The  arrangements  are  similar  to  those  at 
Pompeii,  but  more  elaborate.  Round  the  court  runs  a  portico, 
the  entire  length  of  which  is  a  stadium,  600  Greek  feet ;  and 
from  the  portico  open  out  a  variety  of  rooms  to  be  used  for 
cold  bathing  and  for  various  exercises.  Within  the  courts  as 
at  Pompeii,  was  a  strip  paved  with  tiles.  Out  of  this  palaestra 
opened  a  great  gymnasium,  on  one  side  of  which  was  a  covered 
stadium  for  use  in  wet  weather  (see  Plan  of  Altis,  p.  171).  It 
is  pointed  out  by  Wernicke  {Arch.  Jahrhudi^  1894)  that  this 
whole  construction  resembles  the  later  Greek  gymnasium  de- 
scribed by  Vitruvius. 

The  gymnasium,  he  says,  contains  a  great  peristyle,  the  row 
of  columns  double  towards  the  south,  to  keep  off  the  wind. 
Adjoining  this  south  corridor  was  a  large  room  with  seats,  the 
Ephebeum  or  hall  appropriated  to  the  Ephebi.  About  it  were 
grouped,  in  addition  to  the  bath-rooms,  the  Coryceum,  in  which 
was  suspended  the  #c<u/9vicos,  a  sack  filled  with  chaff  for  those 
who  practised  boxing  to  buffet  to  and  fro ;  the  Conisterium, 
in  which  the  athletes  were  probably  sprinkled,  according  to 
custom,  with  fine  sand  (^iy/MiXo4^4v) ;  the  SphsBristerium,  a  long 
narrow  hall  appropriated  to  the  games  of  ball ;  and  so  forth. 
There  were  also  halls  {i^k^pon)  appropriated  by  philosophers, 
rhetoricians,  and  others,  who  there  gathered  their  pupils  about 
them.     All  these  rooms  together  formed  the  central  edifice, 

*  For  a  plan  of  it  we  Orerbaok,  Pompeii,  p.  193,  Sobraiber,  pi.  lix. 
'  Autgrabungtfi^  ▼.  pi.  38. 
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which  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  broad  corridor  or 
peristyle  already  mentioned.  From  these  colonnades  in  the 
larger  gymnasia  furroi  led  off,  covered  spaces  consisting  of  a 
raised  platform  all  round  for  the  spectators  and  a  depressed 
central  part  for  the  athletes  themselves.  In  these  xysti  and  the 
peristyle  took  place  the  wrestling,  leaping,  boxing,  javelin-throw- 
ing, and  the  like.  This  arrangement  was  very  necessary,  as 
spectators  in  carefully  arranged  clothes  thronged  the  gymnasia, 
and  it  would  not  have  done  for  them  to  be  brought  into  contact 
with  the  oiled  and  sanded  bodies  of  the  struggling  athletes. 
On  the  borders  of  the  grounds  of  the  gymnasium  was  usually 
a  stadium  or  running-ground.  The  superfluous  parts  of  the 
grounds  not  required  for  any  exercise  were  laid  out  in  pleasant 
walks,  where  in  fine  weather  teachers  of  philosophy  coiild  walk 
with  their  pupils  and  friends  enjoy  each  other's  society. 

Of  the  exercises  carried  on  in  the  palaestra  we  must  give  a 
short  account. 

The  oldest  of  all  competitions  was  the  Bpofws  or  orofitov. 
The  Spofioi  consisted  in  running  once  the  length  of  the  stadium, 
600  Greek  feet,  which  are  nearly  equivalent  to  the  English. 
It  was  a  contest  in  which  swiftness  of  foot  and  suppleness  of 
limb  carried  the  day.  The  Greeks  regarded  rubbing  with  oil 
as  an  important,  indeed  a  necessary  preparation  for  it  Their 
running  was  unlike  ours  in  some  respects,  if  we  may  judge 
from  vase-pictures.  They  advanced  by  a  succession  of  bounds, 
swinging  the  arms  violently  to  urge  themselves  forward,  and 
moving  on  the  tips  of  the  toes. 

In  the  double  race,  BUlvXo^,  the  runners  turned  at  the  post 
at  the  end  of  the  course,  and  finished  at  the  starting-post  In 
the  Soktxo^  the  length  of  the  course  was  traversed  twelve, 
twenty,  or  twenty-four  times.  These  races  tested  the  endur- 
ance of  the  runners  no  less  than  their  speed.  In  running  a 
long  distance,  as  the  vases  testify,  Greek  runners  kept  their 
arms  stiff  at  their  sides,  as  do  modem  athletes,  and  did  not 
move  them  violently,  as  in  the  short  8/m/aos.  In  running,  as  in 
the  other  contests,  Uie  competitors  were  absolutely  naked  ;  and 
so  far  were  the  Greeks  from  being  ashamed  of  this  custom,  that 
they  even  boasted  of  it,  and  ridiculed  as  barbarians  those  who 
thought  any  sort  of  clothing  desirable.  To  prevent  excessive 
perspiration  under  the  burning  sun  they  anointed  their  bodies 
with  oil ;  and  lest  tiiis  should  make  them  too  slippery,  those  at 
least  who  were  to  contend  in  wrestling  and  the  pancratium 
were  sprinkled  with  fine  sand. 

The  wrestling  cannot  have  greatly  differed  horn  that  of  the 
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English,  or  that  of  the  Turks,  who  seem  to  inherit  their  pre- 
dilection for  the  sport  in  a  direct  line  from  the  Greeks.  The 
opposed  athletes  stood  face  to  face,  and  would  advance,  retire, 
and  feint  for  a  long  time  with  a  view  to  getting  a  more 
favourable  grip,  which  was  of  course  the  better  part  of  the 
battle.  He  who  threw  his  opponent  three  times,  which  was 
termed  rpiayym,  was  regarded  as  winner.  There  may,  how- , 
ever,  be  a  doubt  as  to  what  precisely  was  meant  by  throfoing. 
We  hear  not  only  of  vaX-q  6p$rj  (op^oiraXiy),  or  face-to-face 
wrestling,  but  of  a\lv&q<ris,  or  continuing  the  contest  on  the 
ground.  Certainly  the  Greeks  allowed  some  very  strange  pro- 
ceedings, such  as  disjointing  an  opponent's  fingers.  Wrestlers 
were  noted  for  their  bulk,  even  fleshiness  not  being  considered 
a  drawback  in  this  kind  of  contest.  The  pentathlum  has  been 
perhaps  more  discussed  nnd  more  often  misunderstood  than 
any  other  competition.^  The  contests  included  under  the  term 
were  mentioned  by  Simonides  in  a  well-known  pentameter 
verse,  akfw,  wo^Kttrjv  Sutkov  aKovra  iraXi^v.  Three  of  these 
were  peculiar  to  the  pentathlum,  namely,  leaping,  throwing 
the  discus,  and  hurling  the  javelin,  exercises  carried  on,  as  the 
illustration  shows,  to  the  sound  of  the  flute.  The  other  two, 
wrestling  and  running,  were  apparently  introduced  to  make 
the  test  more  general.  In  the  pentathlum,  as  Pollux'  ex- 
pressly states,  he  who  won  three  events  was  regarded  as  victor, 
tirl  Sk  ir€VTa$X.ov  rh  viKrjaai  diroTpia^i  Xcyoiwi ;  or  as  Plutarch  * 
puts  it,  rais  TpurtVy  oknrc/j  ol  ircvratf  Aoi  vtpiefm  koX  vlk^l.  Thus 
the  contest  often  stopped  short  in  its  earlier  phases,  and  the 
test  of  wrestling,  which  came  last  in  order,  was  seldom  resorted 
to.  The  pentathlum  was  in  great  favour  in  Greece,  and  those 
who  excelled  in  it  were  regarded  as  the  princes  of  athletes,  and 
no  wonder,  considering  how  admirably  the  exercises  it  involved 
must  needs  have  developed  the  entire  frame.  The  leap  which 
belonged  to  the  pentathlum  was  apparently  a  standing  long 
jump.  We  are  perplexed  by  the  tales  of  the  success  of  young 
athletes  in  this  exercise :  Phayllus  of  Khegium,  for  instance,  is 
Paid  to  have  covered  more  than  fifty  feet,  which  is  impossible ; 
but  the  number  may  have  been  corrupted.  A  feature  of  the 
Greek  leaping  was  the  A\r7Jp€s  or  dumb-bells,  of  which  the 
jumper  held  one  in  each  hand.  He  first  held  them  out  straight 
in  front  of  him,  and  then  as  he  sprang  brought  them  behind 
him,  thus  helping  to  propel  the  body  forward.      The  discus 

>  I  have  written  more  in  detail  as  to  the  pentathlnm  in  the  /ovm.  BeiL 
Siud.  vol.  i  '  iii.  151.  '  81/mp,  ix.  2,  2. 
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was  a  flat  round  alab  of  stone,  or  more  osually  of  bronze,  of 
considerable  weight  Some  of  these  are  still  preserved  in  our 
museums.  The  manner  of  propelling  them  may  be  studied  in 
the  extant  copies  of  Myron's  celebrated  statue  representing  a 
Discobolus.  In  this  case,  of  course,  the  longest  throw  carried 
the  day.  But  in  the  allied  exercise  of  spear-throwing  it  seems 
likely  that  a  mark  had  to  be  aimed  at.  The  spear  was  propelled 
by  the  aid  of  a  thong  attached  to  it,  which  served  also  to  im- 
]Mtrt  to  it  a  rotatory  motion. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  against  the  brutality  of  Greek 


Flo.  19.— The  Discus  amd  Sfeas.     (OerhKd,  Autrl.  Vaienl.  073. 


boxing,  not  without  some  reason.  The  hands  of  the  boxers 
were  enclosed  in  a  framework  of  leather,  but  in  early  times 
this  leather  was  only  undreesed  ox-hi'de ;  it  was  a  late  period 
which  saw  the  addition  of  a  ridge  of  hard  leather.  In  fact, 
the  Greek  ifuit^cs  used  in  early  times  for  protecting  the  hands 
of  bcxera  perhaps  tended  rather  to  soften  than  to  intensify  a 
blow ;  and  their  very  name,  /MiXi^^at,  inJicates  that  they  were 
no  cruel  weapons.  That  they  were  long  used  in  the  great 
games  is  expressly  stated  by  Pausanias.'    Hut  of  course,  in  spite 

'  viii.  40.  3- 
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of  precaations,  the  boxers  suffered  severely  in  nose  and  mouth 
and  ears. 

The  pancratium  was  the  least  humane  of  Greek  sports.  Id 
it  two  antagonists  were  put  together  to  struggle  with  blows  or 
wrestling,  erect  or  on  the  ground,  until  one  confessed  himself 


— BoiKtiH.    (GaHiard,  Aiatil.  Vatenb.  pi.  271,) 


dislocate  the  limbs  of  an  adrersary,  to  suffocate  him  by  throttling, 
or  80  injure  him  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  continuing  the 
conflict  The  paneratiasta  were  the  most  powerful  class  of 
athletes ;  and  to  see  them  rolling  together  on  the  ground, 
twisting  one  another's  arms  or  compressing  one  another's 
throats,  must  have  been  a  brutal  spectacle. 

Certain  other  social  exercises  of  the  Greeks,  which  were 
not  connected  with  the  great  games,  demand  notice,  as  some 
of  them  were  connected  with  religious  obserrance,  and  othen 
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-were  undoubtedly  piiactised  as  a  training  for  war.  Firet  among 
these  must  be  mentioned  the  armed  race,  which  men  ran  carry- 
ing shields  and  wearing  helmets.  Next  there  is  the  torcb-race, 
the  object  in  which  was  to  carry  a  lighted  torch  ae  rapidly  as 
possible  unextinguished  to  the  goal  The  torch  was  sometimes 
borne  by  detached  runners,  as  in  the  Panathentea  at  Athens, 
when  torches  were  carried  by  racing  Ephebi  from  the  altar  of 
Prometheus  at  the  Academy  to  the  city.*      Sometimes  long 


lines  of  youths  were  arranged  so  that  each  member  of  the  line 
carried  the  torch  but  a  short  distance  and  then  passed  it  on  to 
bis  neighbour,  a  game  to  which  Herodotus  (viii.  98)  compares 
the  system  of  arfyaftqiov,  by  which  royal  messages  were  carried 
in  Persia.  In  this  case  a  squad  was  victorious,  and  the  leader, 
XafarQ&ipxo^,  was  crowned. 

Dancing  was  also  ubuoI  as  a  part  of  many  religious  festivals. 
Sometimes  it  was  merely  of  a  symbolical  or  imitative  character, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  bear-dance,  danced  by  girls  in  honour  of 
the  Artemis  of  Braiiron.     But  often  the  dance  constituted  in 

'  P»ii»,  i.  30,  3, 
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Greece,  as  it  still  does  among  barharians,  a  valuable  trainiiig 
for  war.  Xenophon  ^  depicts  the  contrast  between  the  Thracian 
war-dance,  which  consisted  in  feats  of  actiyity  and  fencing  to 
the  sound  of  the  flute,  and  the  Arcadian  wardance,  in  which  a 
body  of  men  advanced  in  line,  while  the  flutes  played  a  march, 
and  sang  apiean. 

There  were  also^  especially  in  later  Greece,  many  kinds  of 
competition,  with  the  bow,  throwing  the  spear  on  horseback, 
discharging  the  catapult^  and  the  like,  which  came  very  near 
to  our  military  sports.  Boat-races  were  also  by  no  means 
unusual  in  Greece,^  though  the  boats  were  of  course  sea-going 
craft,  not  the  light  racing  boats  of  modern  days.  And  of  all 
exercises,  that  which  was  most  approved  among  the  military 
tribes  was  hunting,  in  all  respects  the  best  training  for  war. 
Highly  organised  competitions  in  sporty  like  our  cricket  and 
football,  did  not  exist  in  antiquity,  nor  would  they  be  likely 
to  flourish  among  peoples  to  whom  the  experience  of  war  was 
usual.  They  represent  rather  the  lighter  play  among  peaceful 
nations  of  the  faculties  which  among  military  peoples  find  a 
sterner  employment 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  a  certain  change  came  over  the 
estimate  of  the  games  during  the  Peloponnesian  war.  Com- 
petition in  them  became  more  and  more  of  a  science,  and  the 
winners  were  rather  professionals  than  gentlemen.  In  Homer's 
time  only  chiefs  compete ;  in  Pindar's  time  the  noblest  houses 
in  Greece  send  their  sons ;  but  after  that  the  social  standing  of 
the  competitors  decreased.  The  first  Alexander  of  Macedon 
contended  in  the  foot-race ;  the  third  declined  unless  he  could 
have  kings  for  his  competitors.  At  the  same  time  Plato  and 
Euripides  heap  a  great  deal  of  abuse  on  athletes.  They  are 
described  as  sleepy,  lazy,  and  brutal.  It  is  probable  that 
excessive  training  spoiled  the  competitors  for  anything  but  the 
contests  for  which  they  trained.  No  one  spoke  against  athletics 
so  long  as  they  partook  of  the  nature  of  education  or  relaxation  ; 
but  when  they  became  the  main  purpose  of  the  lives  of  men 
who  were  willing  to  sacrifice  everything  to  them,  they  lost 
honour  and  dignity. 

^  AnabasU,  vi.  i. 

'  J&wm,  HdL  Stud,  ii  90,  315. 
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The  Greeks,  that  is,  the  Greek  men,  during  all  the  best  and 
brightest  periods  of  their  history,  lived  very  much  in  public. 
Their  private  houses  were,  as  we  have  seen,  small  and  mean  ;  it 
was  on  their  temples,  their  agoras,  and  their  theatres  that  they 
bestowed  their  chief  care,  and  in  these  they  passed  their  time 
in  social  intercourse.  Only  women  and  children  remained  at 
home,  except  at  the  times  of  eating  and  sleeping. 

With  dawn  the  Greek  would  leave  his  sleeping-cell,  and,  after 
washing  his  face  and  swallowing  a  few  mouthfuls  of  bread  with 
unmixed  wine,  aKparurfui,  would  adjust  his  dress  and  step  out 
into  the  street  The  early  hours  would  be  spent  either  in 
visits  or  in  exercise  at  a  gymnasium.  Time  was  not,  of  course, 
closely  measured,  as  with  us,  since  the  Greeks  had  no  watches, 
but  the  gnomon  or  sundial  and  the  water-clock  were  quite 
sufficient  for  rough  division  of  the  hours.  The  readier  means 
of  judging  the  hour  by  observing  the  height  of  the  sun  would 
be  quite  accurate  enough  for  ordinary  folk. 

Visits  were  usually  made  very  early,  in  order  that  the  person 
visited  should  not  have  left  the  house.  When  Hippocrates^ 
calls  on  Socrates  to  induce  him  to  go  and  visit  Protagoras,  he 
comes  so  early  that  Socrates  insists  on  waiting  for  daylight 
before  starting,  remarking  that  as  Protagoras  spends  much  of 
his  time  indoors,  they  will  probably  not  miss  hinu  So  the 
two  take  a  turn  together  in  the  avX.rj  and  converse  for  a  time. 
Yet,  when  they  reach  the  house  where  Protagoras  is  staying, 
they  find  it  full  of  visitors,  and  the  porter  already  tired  of 
letting  them  in. 

Towards  the  third  hour  of  the  day,'  which  was  the  time  of 
full  market,  irkrjOovo-a  dyopd  or  dyopas  wkrjBtofni,  the  human 
tide  began  to  set  in  that  direction.  The  men  flocked  along 
the  streets,  not  alone,  but  in  pairs  or  groups,  and  as  each  met 
a  friend,  the  frequent  x**^P*  ^^  a<rjrafo/xa*  or  vyiaive  would  be 
heard.^  This  word  of  greeting  sufficed  between  acquaintances, 
for  giving  the  hand  meant  more  than  it  does  with  us,  and 
bowing  was  regarded  as  barbarian  and  slavish.     The  market 

'  Plato,  Proi,  p.  311.  ■  Herod,  ii.  173,  &o.    Cf,  Soidas,  #.  v, 

'  I&rpe^id^  davdi^o/AM,     Olawit,  I.  1 145. 
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soon  became  a  crowded  place  of  meeting.     Some  men  would 
be  purchasing  their  provisions  for  the  day,  for  the  Greeks  of 
all  times  have  loved  bargaining,  and  with  them  men  did  all 
the  shopping,  though  the  wealthy  kept  special  slaves,  called 
agorastsB,  to  purchase  for  them.     Porters,  irpovvciKot,  were  at 
hand  to  carry  home  the  wares  of  those  who  had  no  slaves. 
Citizens  would  converse  in  groups,  telling  the  news  or  entering 
on  discussions.      Others  would  throng  the  temples,  the  law- 
courts,  or  the  leschffi  (porticoes),  which  were  always  buQt  close 
by  the  market     Near  the  Agora  also  were  the  shops  of  the 
barbers  and  unguent-sellers,  which  were  usual  and  fashionable 
lounges.     Other  shopkeepers  and  artisans  clustered  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  and  their  houses  and  booths  were  full  in  the 
morning  of   those  who   wished   to  buy,  as  well  as  of  those 
who  only  wished  to  see.     In  very  hot  weather,  and  in  cold 
or  rainy  weather,  in  fact  at  all  times  when  the  open  Agora 
was  unpleasant,  the  crowd  tended  towards  the  covered  cor- 
ridors and  the  shops.     We   even  learn  from  the  oration  of 
Lysias  against  Pancleon   that    the  inhabitants  of   particular 
demes  and  districts  of   Attica  were  to  be  found  usually  to- 
gether in  well-known  spots  in   the  Athenian   Agora  or  its 
neighbourhood. 

People  usually  went  home  for  the  mid-day  meal,  fitcrqfjiPpivov, 
and  in  order,  not  to  sleep,  but  to  rest  a  little  in  the  heat  of  tlie 
day.  The  afternoon  was  the  great  time  for  the  baths  and 
gymnasia,  which  were  among  the  most  prominent  features  of 
Greek  life.  In  all  towns  there  were  plenty  of  baths,  both 
public  and  private.  Their  use  was  closely  connected  with 
physical  training  and  preparation  for  the  great  agonistic  con- 
tests. But  most  Greek  gentlemen  who  were  not  incapacitated 
by  age  or  infirmity  would  sjiend  at  least  part  of  the  afternoon 
in  the  exercises  of  the  gymnasium  and  in  bathing.  As  a 
special  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  details  of  this  physical  culture, 
we  will  pass  on  to  other  matters. 

Of  course  there  were  other  resorts  for  those  of  the  Greeks 
who  did  not  care  to  partake  in  or  to  witness  athletic  contests. 
The  Kovpeiov  or  barber's  shop  furnished  a  common  lounge  for 
morning  or  afternoon.  The  Greek  fops  were  very  careful  of 
their  persons,  and  the  barber  was  prepared  not  only  to  cut  and 
dress  their  hair  and  to  trim  their  beards,  but  also  to  trim  their 
nails,  cut  their  corns,  and  provide  rough  remedies  for  any  small 
physical  defect.  And  those  who  did  not  stand  in  need  of  the 
barber's  art  were  often  desirous  of  talking  with  his  customers, 
whence   Theophrastus  applies   to  barbers*  shops  the   phrase 
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ooiKa  frvfivoa-ia^  Less  innocent  rivals  of  the  Kovp€ta  were  the 
Kv^Scia,  houses  for  gambling,  which  were  also  called  o-k ipa^ia, 
because  Athena  Sciras  was  originally  the  patroness  of  dice- 
throwing,  which,  in  fact^  seems  to  have  gone  on  in  her  temple. 
This  fact  need  not  in  any  way  surprise  us ;  in  Greece  many 
worse  forms  of  self-indulgence  than  gambling  were  under  the 
special  patronage  of  a  deity.  A  number  of  astragali  and  dice, 
some  of  the  latter  unfairly  loaded,  have  come  down  to  us  from 
antiquity,  and  soldiers  are  sometimes  represented  on  vases  as 
tossing  dice.  But  dice  were  not  the  only  means  of  gambling 
possessed  by  the  Greek  fops.  They  were  accustomed  to  bet 
heavily  on  the  contests  of  quails  and  cocks,  which  were  kept 
for  the  purpose  of  fighting  at  the  icv^ctd.  The  wealthiest  class 
of  citizens  also  devoted  much  attention  to  chariot-driving  and 
horse-racing,  both  of  which  pursuits  were  carried  on  by  no 
means  with  sole  reference  to  the  great  festivals. 

We  mudt  not  fail  to  observe,  also,  how  large  a  proportion  of 
the  time  of  the  Greek  citizen  was  taken  up  with  the  exercises 
of  religion;  the  continually  recurring  festivals  occupied  him 
while  they  lasted  from  morning  to  night,  and  when  they  were 
not  present,  the  preparatioi^  for  them,  the  training  of  choruses, 
and  the  like,  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time.  In  democratic 
states  also,  such  as  Athens,  the  political  duties  of  each  burgher 
afforded  him  constant  employment 

There  were  continual  meetings  at  the  Pnyx ;  besides  which, 
if  we  consider  the  constitution  of  such  bodies  as  the  /Sovkrj  and 
the  dicasteries,  we  shall  see  how  large  a  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  a  democratically-governed  city  must  have  been 
constantly  employed  in  keeping  the  wheels  of  the  state  re- 
volving. But  on  these  heads,  as  they  are  sufficiently  treated 
of  elsewhere,  there  is  no  need  to  enlarge. 

In  Xenophon's  (Ekonomieus,  Ischomachus,  a  wealthy  Athenian, 
is  made  to  declare  that  he  spends  every  morning  in  walking  to 
his  farm,  superintending  the  agricultural  operations  there,  and 
practising  riding  and  leaping  on  horseback.  This  is  probably 
a  rare  type;  but  many  of  the  gilded  youth  might  pass  the 
early  hours  of  the  day  in  chariot-driving  or  riding  for  pleasure. 
The  charms  of  the  country  would  always  attract  some  men  more 
than  the  more  social  pleasures  of  the  city. 

In  the  gymnasium,  either  as  actor  or  spectator,  the  Greek 
citizen  often  spent  those  afternoons  not  claimed  by  the  Pnyx, 
the  Dicasteries,  or  the  Agora,  or  by  the  observances  proper 

'  Quoted  by  Plutarch,  Symp,  ▼.  5. 
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to  one  of  the  many  sacred  festiyals.  Afterwards  he  wovild 
usually  have  a  bath.  At  the  hath  a  slave  would  meet  him 
with  a-ix-qyfiara^  oil-flask,  a  strigil,  and  perhaps  a  change  of 
raiment.  After  carefully  arranging  or  changing  his  dress  he 
would  set  out  to  dine,  usually  in  the  company  of  friends ;  and 
with  dinner  and  the  subsequent  drinking-bout  the  day  would 
usually  end,  for  those  who  did  not  care  for  study.  But  those 
who  pursued  any  learned  avocation,  such  as  that  of  the  author, 
the  physician,  and  the  advocate,  had  to  avoid  or  curtail  their 
midnight  revels,  and  instead  to  devote  their  time  to  more 
serious  pursuita  As  the  day  was  taken  up  by  social  claims 
and  life  lived  in  public,  the  evening  hours  were  those  of  moet 
use  to  a  student,  and  bis  productions  would  necessarily  smell 
of  the  midnight  oil. 

Like  all  the  peoples  of  Southern  Europe,  the  Greeks  were 
on  the  whole  very  abstemious  in  eating  and  drinking.  In 
Homeric  times  they  were  less  so  than  afterwards.  Odysseus  ^ 
declares  to  Alcinoiis  that  the  summit  of  human  happiness 
consists  in  sitting  at  a  table  covered  with  bread  and  meat  and 
ivine  and  listening  to  the  voice  of  a  bard.  In  early  times^ 
also,  tastes  were  far  less  refined.  The  suitors  of  Penelope 
devour  great  quantities  of  hog's  flesh,  and  set  before  Irus  and 
Odysseus  as  a  prize  for  boxing  a  great  black-pudding  full  of 
fat  and  blood.  The  heroes  at  Troy  live  mostly  on  oxon  and 
sheep.  Of  vegetable  food  at  that  time  we  hear  very  little, 
and  fish  seems  not  to  have  been  eaten  by  them  at  alL^  The 
chiefs  ate  onions  to  flavour  their  wine,  and  the  wine  itself 
was  doubtless  of  a  character  far  too  sour  and  rough  for  the 
more  delicate  tastes  of  their  descendants. 

Later  there  were  great  differences  in  the  matter  of  eating 
between  various  Greek  races.  The  Boeotians  were  noted  for 
their  great  appetites  and  their  coarse  feeding,  which  procuretl 
them  the  name  of  swine;  the  Greeks  of  Sicily  and  South 
Italy  were  no  less  devoted  to  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  but 
far  more  fastidious  in  their  tastes.  But  perhaps  the  most 
abstemious  of  all  Greeks  were  the  people  of  Athens  and  Sparta, 
whose  diet  must  be  described.  The  comic  poet  Lynceus  thus 
describes  a  dinner  at  Athens : '  "  One  brings  in  a  great  dish 
in  which  are  five  smaUer  ones ;  the  first  contains  garlic,  the 
second  two  sea-urchins,  the  third  a  sweet  meal-cake,  the  fourth 
ten  oysters,  the  fifth  a  little  sturgeon.     While  I  eat  one,  my 

^  Ody»,  ix.  5-ia  *  Of.  however,  Od,  xix.  113, 

'  AihencBUM,  iv.  p.  132. 
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neighbour  makes  anothei  disappear ;  while  he  eats  one,  I 
despatch  another.  Gladly,  my  friend,  would  I  partake  of  both, 
but  my  wish  is  not  attainable,  as  my  mouth  is  not  fivefold." 
Plato,  in  the  RepubliCj  allows  for  food,  bread  and  barley-broth, 
together  with  olives,  cheese,  &c.  The  abstemiousness  recom- 
mended by  Plato  was  no  doubt  greater  than  that  customary 
at  Athens,  and  Lynceus  may  exaggerate ;  but  notwithstanding 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Athenians  lived  with  extreme 
frugality.  The  staple  of  their  food  was  porridge  made  of 
barley  (aX^ira),  and  bread,  for  which  their  city  was  famous, 
together  with  their  native  figs,  olives,  and  honey,  cheese  which 
they  imported  especially  from  Sicily,  and  a  number  of  herbs, 
mallows  (juiXdxq),  cabbages  (pafftavos),  beans  (xva/Aoi),  lupines, 
and  the  like.  In  addition  to  these,  every  Athenian  who  could 
afford  it  had  his  o^ov,  which  almost  invariably  consisted  of 
oysters  or  fresh  or  salt  fish.  Fresh  fish  was  caught  in  large 
quantities  in  the  Phaleric  roads  ;  salt  fish  (rapixv)  ^^^  oysters 
came  mostly  from  the  Propontis  and  the  Euxine  ;  all  were 
excessively  cheap  at  Athens.  Sometimes,  for  a  variety, 
sausages  or  black  puddings  (aXAavrcs),  or  a  haggis  would  be 
purchased,  and  the  wealthier  classes  would  get  the  eels  of 
the  Copaic  lake,  or  hares  and  thrushes;  even  the  flesh  of 
lambs  or  goats.  The  daily  6\l/ov  cost  the  frugal  from  an  obol 
to  half  an  obol ;  and  even  the  extravagant  supplied  their 
wants  for  a  few  pence.  The  custom  prevailed  of  using  oil 
in  cooking  most  dishes. 

Cereal  food  could  be  taken,  as  Benndorf  has  pointed  out,^ 
in  three  forms :  (i)  as  a  sort  of  barley-broth  or  porridge ;  (2) 
as  a  sort  of  thin  pancake,  lightly  baked  over  a  charcoal  fire  and 
rolled  up ;  (3)  as  regular  loaves  made  with  yeast  No  doubt 
the  luxurious  in  cities  usually  ate  leavened  bread;  but  in 
country  places,  and  in  early  times,  as  to  this  day  in  Asia  Minor, 
the  soft  pancake  form  was  usual.  The  Spartans  adhered  to 
the  still  ruder  custom  of  merely  seething  their  barley  in  water. 

At  Sparta  they  lived  very  sparely.  Every  citizen  brought 
to  the  common  table  where  they  dined  together,  the  (rvaxrlria, 
a  monthly  contribution  consisting  of  barley-meal,  wine,  cheese, 
and  figs,  together  with  ten  obols  (about  fifteenpence)  for  the 
purchase  of  flesh,  condiments,  &c.  The  smallness  of  the  sum 
allowed  for  extras  shows  that  but  little  flesh  or  fish  can  have 
been  eaten.  The  staple  of  the  meal  was  barley-broth  and 
black  or  blood  pudding,  /AcXas  (iafjL6s ;  but  Mount  Taygetus  was 

'  AUgrieeh,  Brod,  in  UranoM  Vindob.  1893. 
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full  of  game,  and  the  SpartaDs  good  huntsmen ;  so  they  may 
have  supplied  from  this  source  a  welcome  supplement  to  their 
frugal  fare.  Butter  was  not  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  Greece 
proper,  and  though  it  was  made  by  the  Thracians,  they  seem 
to  have  employed  it  more  especially  for  rubbing  themselves 
with. 

In  Homeric  times  the  Greeks  had  three  meals  a  day.  First 
came  the  apurrov,  which  was  eaten  at  dawn,  next  the  Sets-vov^ 
which  was  the  mid-day  meal,  and  last  the  Soprov  or  supper. 
Such  seems  to  have  been  the  rule ;  but  Homer  uses  the  term 
Sciirvov  for  meals  taken  at  various  times. 

Later  the  term  apurrov  was  used  for  the  mid-day  meal,  and 
8€tirvov  for  the  evening  meaL  Early  in  the  morning  a  little 
bread  dipped  in  unmixed  wine  was  taken,  to  which  refreshment 
the  name  oKparurpjo.  was  applied.  The  apurrov  or  dejeuner  was 
a  meal  of  which  people  partook  each  at  his  own  house ;  it  was 
not  social,  but  seems  to  have  been  of  a  solid  character.  It 
was  probably  eaten  between  nine  in  the  morning  and  noon, 
accoiding  to  convenience.  The  ^Iwov  or  dinner  was  the  social 
meal  of  the  day,  and  was  deferred  until  the  day's  employments 
Were  over,  often  until  after  sunset  Thus  the  times  and  char> 
acters  of  the  Greek  meals  correspond  almost  exactly  with  thosel 
of  the  French. 

The  Greek  women  dined  at  home,  and  the  men  would  also 
sometimes  dine  at  home  with  their  families,  in  which  case  they 
would  recline  on  a  couch,  and  their  wives  sit  beside  thern^ 
More  often  they  met  together  for  a  social  repast.  In  the 
Prytaneum  at  Athens  and  elsewhere  there  were  public  tables, 
at  which  those  who  had  the  right  daily  sat  down.  At  most 
cities  there  existed  clubs  or  cpavot,  consisting  of  members  who 
gave  regular  contributions,  and  had  occasional  banquets  at  the 
common  expense.  Sometimes  a  set  of  young  men  would  club 
together  to  pay  the  cost  of  a  dinner  at  the  house  of  a  hetssra, 
or  of  a  picnic  party  in  the  country  or  by  the  seaside.  If  the 
latter  place  was  chosen,  they  called  their  excursion  a#cra(€ii^. 
But  naturally  the  most  usual  plan  was  for  an  individual  to 
invite  his  friends  and  give  them  a  dinner  at  his  own  cost, 
hoping  for  a  like  return. 

The  number  of  guests  at  a  Greek  dinner-party  was  not  so 
strictly  regulated  as  at  a  Roman,  and  it  was  by  no  means 
unusual  for  persons  to  present  themselves  uninvited.  Thus 
Lucian^  says  of  Demonax  that  he  went  to  dinner  where  he 

^  DwkMi.  63. 
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pleased  and  was  welcome.  Guests  were  expected  before  going 
to  a  banquet  to  take  a  bath  and  pay  some  attention  to  their 
toilet,  though  there  was,  of  courae,  no  special  evening  dress. 
As  soon  as  they  arrived  the  attendants  removed  their  shoes 
and  washed  their  feet,  and    they   took    their   places  on    the 


FlQ.   39.— AOBIIXIS  DitnHO.' 


couches  (KXivai)  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  their  host. 
In  historic  times  the  position  at  meals  was  a  reclining  one, 
though  sittiuR  had  been  usual  in  the  heroic  ages.  It  was 
ciifltomary  to  lie  on  the  left  side,  and  to  support  the  left  elbow 
with  a  cushion  {Trpoa-KfKfiakaiov) :  thus  the  right  hand  remained 

■  Frmn  ■  vue,  Man.  dtW  Intl.  viii.  37.     Achillea  tnn»  >wi.y  bii  bead 
tt  tfae  appioMb  of  Priuu  :  uider  bii  tkble  is  the  iwrpu  of  Hector. 
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free  to  deal  with  the  food.  Two  peraons  on  each  couch  seems 
to  have  been  the  usual  number ;  but  the  number  of  couches 
could  be  increased  at  pleasure.  Before  each  couch  was  placed 
a  table  with  three  or  with  four  legs,  and  on  these  tables  the 
eatables  were  disposed  when  brought  in.  Hence  the  phrase 
eta'if>ip€iv  rpavi^as.  The  guests  helped  themselves  from  the 
dishes  with  their  fingers,  and  usually  ate,  at  all  events  solid 
food,  without  any  other  help,  though  spoons  (/lurriAai)  could 
be  used  in  case  of  need.  Hence  the  necessity  for  washing  the 
hands  both  before  and  after  meat  Between  the  courses  a  piece 
of  bread  was  used  for  cleansing  the  fingers  (airo/iaTTccrdai). 

Of  the  Sctirvov  a  most  amusing  description,  in  mock  heroic 
verse,  is  given  by  the  parodist  Matron  in  Athenieus.^  It  con> 
sisted  of  two  parts.  In  the  first  little  or  no  wine  was  drunk, 
but  the  eatables  were  handed  round  otie  after  another  until  the 
appetites  of  the  guests  were  satisfied.  This  seems  to  have  soon 
taken  place ;  and  we  find  in  Greece  no  parallel  to  the  elaborate 
courses  and  gastronomic  surprises  of  a  Roman  ccena.  Then 
the  guests  washed  {aTroviil/ao-dai),  the  tables  were  removed 
(a<t>aip€iv  rpaire^as),  the  floor  swept  of  bones,  shells,  and  the 
other  debris  of  the  feast  Then  the  tables  were  again  brought 
in,  8€VT€pai  rpdv€(aLy  and  laden  with  dessert,  rpayrjfMara,  In 
earlier  times  this  dessert  consisted  only  of  nuts,  olives,  and  figs, 
and  cheese,  together  with  salt  to  stimulate  the  thirst^  In 
later  times  a  quantity  of  sweetmeats  were  introduced,  as  well 
as  cakes  (irXaKovrrcs)  made  with  honey,  and  even  so  substantial 
food  as  game,  thrushes,  and  hares. 

But  the  food  brought  up  at  dessert  was  intended  only  as  an 
accompaniment  to  the  drink.^  When  the  libation  (airovBai)  to 
the  good  genius  had  been  poured  out,  and  the  guests  were  all 
adorned  with  chaplets  of  flowers,  which  were  handed  round  in 
due  order  {hrl  Sc^&a),  and  worn  not  on  the  head  only,  but  also 
round  the  body,  the  symposium  began.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  Greeks  usually  drank  to  an  immoderate  extent. 
We  read  indeed  of  great  achievements  with  the  wine  cup 
among  the  officers  of  Alexander  the  Great  Thus  we  hear  that 
the  winner  of  one  of  his  prizes  for  drinking  swallowed  about 
thirteen  quarts  of  unmixed  wine  and  died  four  days  after  from 
the  effects.  But  the  Macedonians  owed  to  their  colder  climate, 
and  probably  their  Thracian  blood,  their  capacity  for  drinking ; 

*  Athen.  iv.  135-137. 

'  wp6t  wvr^  $^»  €lffl¥  6L  AXet.    Plutarch,  Sym^,  U.  4,  3. 

'  Xenoi>h.  Sfm^  ii.  I. 
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the  people  of  Hellas  were  more  delicately  oi^Bnised.  The  later 
Greeks  found  the  Pram  n  inn  wine,  which  was  a  faToimte  with 
the  Homeric  heroes,  far  too  rough  for  their  taste,  and  ridiculed 
the  old  custom  which  had  prevailed  of  eating  onions  with  wine 
to  give  it  a  flavour.  Yet  the  Greeks  of  heroic  times  seem  not 
to  have  been  immoderate.     When  Odjsseus  getd  some  strong 


Fio.  33.— StMposmii,  r 


wine  from  Maron  in  Thrace,  he  mixes  it  with  twenty  times  its 
bulk  of  water.*  Heaiod  recommends  that  the  proportion  of 
one  part  of  wine  to  three  of  water  should  not  be  exceeded. 
At  their  banquets  all  the  Greeks,  except  noted  sponges,  mixed 
their  wine  with  water,  the  proportion  varying  with  the  strength 
of  the  wine  and  the  disposition  of  the  drinkers,  but  the  water 

'  Od.  ix.  209. 
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was  generally  far  more  than  half  the  mixture.  Zaleucus,  the 
legislator  of  Locri,  forbade  the  drinking  of  unmixed  wine  under 
penalty  of  death,  except  in  case  of  doctors'  orders.^  The 
Spartims  attributed  the  madness  of  Cleomenes  I.  to  his  habit, 
acquired  in  Scythia,  of  drinking  wine  unmixed.  So  as  Greek 
wine,  though  rougher,  was  probably  not  stronger  than  our 
Burgundy,  it  is  quite  easy  to  understand  how  the  banqueters 
can  have  emptied  their  great  kvAikcs  without  much  incon- 
venience. The  luxurious  in  summer  cooled  the  water  for 
mixing  with  snow  and  ice,  which  were  at  Athens  regular 
articles  of  import,  and  in  winter  warmed  it. 

With  regard  to  kinds  of  wine,  the  Greeks  were  not  such 
connoisseurs  as  the  Romans,  nor  is  it  likely  that  their  wine 
was  so  good.  The  ancient  Greeks,  like  the  modem,  had  a  way 
of  mixing  resin  with  their  wine,  which  made  it  more  whole- 
some, and  to  those  accustomed  to  the  flavour  not  unpleasant 
There  was  red  wine  (fitkas),  which  was  the  strongest,  white 
wine  (Xevicos),  which  was  considered  weak  and  poor,  and  yellow 
wine  (Kippos),  which  was  supposed  to  be  wholesome  and 
digestible.  The  most  noted  of  all  wines  was  the  Chian,  but 
Lesbos,  Thasos,  Cnidus,  and  Rhodes  all  had  celebrated  vintages, 
and  every  district  of  Greece  produced  a  coarser  sort.  How 
plentiful  the  latter  was  may  be  judged  from  its  price.  Attic 
wine  sold  in  the  time  of  Demosthenes  for  four  drachms  the 
fUTfrqrrj^  of  about  nine  gallons,  or  at  a  penny  a  quart  We  are 
told  that  in  Spain  the  same  quantity  of  wine  would  fetch  but 
a  sixth  part  of  that  price.  Mendean  wine,  which  was  con- 
sidered choice,  was  sold  for  two  drachms  the  large  amphora, 
vessel  included.  Chian  wine  was  dearer ;  in  Socrates'  time  it 
fetched  a  mina  the  metreta ;  about  two  shillings  a  quart  Wine 
exported  was  previously  mixed  with  salt  water  to  preserve  it, 
and  stowed  either  in  skins  (oo-koi)  or  in  earthen  amphoras, 
which  were  tall  thin  vessels  some  four  feet  in  height. 

Greek  women  of  the  more  respectable  sort  did  not  drink 
wine,  and  shunned  excess  even  with  more  horror  than  English- 
women. At  Miletus  they  were  forbidden  by  law  to  touch  wine. 
Of  course  the  hatpai  and  flute-players  (avkr^rpiSes)  who  attended 
drinking- parties  indulged  freely. 

There  were  in  all  cities  wine-shops  at  which  the  drink  could 
be  purchased  and  consumed  in  company,  but  they  seem  to  have 
been  frequented  only  by  slaves  and  the  lowest  of  the  people. 
Athenseus  says  that  a  member  of  the  Areopagus  was  expelled 

^  Athen.  x.  33. 
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from  that  body  because  he  was  seen  in  a  wine-shop.  He  states, 
too,  that  there  was  a  law  according  to  which  any  one  who  saw 
an  archon  drunk  in  public  might  with  impunity  kill  him.  But 
in  these,  as  in  other  matters  of  public  decency,  the  bad  example 
of  Alcibiades  produced  greater  laxity. 

We  must,  however,  return  to  our  drinking-party,  which  we 
need  not  describe  in  detail,  since  most  readers  are  acquainted 
with  the  Symposia  of  Plato  and  Xenophon,  and  with  the 
excellent  description  of  a  drinking-bout  in  Becker's  Charicles. 
Nor  is  any  subject  more  common  on  ancient  vases  than  scenes 
of  eating,  drinking,  and  revelling. 

The  first  care  of  the  revellers  was  to  elect  a  ruler  of  the 
drinking-bout,  apxtav  rrjs  irocnaq,  who  was  determined  either 
by  casting  of  lots  or  by  general  consent.  His  function  was  to 
determine  the  proportion  in  which  water  was  to  ])e  mixed  with 
the  wine,  to  regulate  the  size  of  the  cups,  and  see  that  all  drank 
fairly.  He  also  had  to  assign  the  penalty  to  the  various  guests 
who  incurred  forfeits  in  the  games  which  usually  accompanied 
drinking.  The  usual  penalty  was  to  drink  the  contents  of  a 
large  vessel  full  of  unmixed  wine,  though  salt-water  was  some- 
times substituted.  The  guests  also  challenged  one  another 
(7rp(nriv€iv)  with  large  vessels  of  wine,  and  it  was  considered  a 
defect  both  in  courtesy  and  courage  to  decline  to  drink  off 
a  vessel  of  the  same  size  as  that  in  which  one  was  pledged. 
They  also  drank  round  in  turn,  in  the  same  order  in  which  the 
garlands  were  served  (ctti  Sc^ta). 

The  wine  was  mixed  all  at  once  by  the  slaves  in  a  great 
Kparrip  of  earthenware  or  metal,  and  thence  transferred  with  a 
ladle  {Kvado^)  to  the  cups.  The  usual  vessels  for  drinking  f r6m 
were  icv Alices,  flat  cups  with  a  handle  on  each  side.  These  were 
made  either  of  earth  or  metal,  and  were  more  capacious  than  any 
of  our  wine-glasses.  Specimens  in  painted  earthenware  are  to  be 
seen  in  any  museum ;  one  in  bronze  is  preserved  in  the  British 
Museum.  A  single  finger  was  passed  through  one  of  the 
bandies  for  drinking,  and  in  the  game  cottabos.  For  cups  there 
-were  sometimes  sul^tituted  rhytons,  which  were  formed  in  the 
shape  of  animal's  heads,  but  in  principle  corresponded  exactly 
-with  the  old  English  drinking  horn,  pouring  a  continued  narrow 
stream  into  the  mouth  when  the  finger  which  stopped  the  lower 
end  was  removed.  Immoderate  drinkers  would  sometimes  call 
for  craters  or  wine-coolers  of  prodigious  dimensions  to  show 
their  prowess. 

The  Greeks  were  no  mere  soakers :  they  usually  varied  their 
drinking  with  amusements,  sometimes  of  a  lighter,  and  some- 
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times  of  a  mote  esrious  oltAracter.  In  turn  the  feastets,  if  the 
party  were  intellectual,  would  be  called  on  to  sing  a  song, 
<7K<!Aiov,  or  to  play  on  the  lyre ;  or  in  certain  circlea  each  would 
be  set  to  ask  a  riddle,  ypl^xn  or  aiViypL,  of  hie  neighbour,  or 
to  make  a  speech  on  a  given  subject  i  or,  as  in  the  Sympoainm 
of  Xenophon,  to  propound  a  paradox  and  to  defend  it  against 


Fio.  94-— CoTTABOS,  FBOV  A  Tase.      (^nn.  d.  IntU  1876,  pi.  H.) 


all  comers.  Such  rhetorical  exercises  seem  to  liave  delighted 
the  quick-witted  Athenians,  and  must  have  been  a  far  bettei 
amusement  than  the  after-dinner  speeches  of  modem  days. 

In  less  intellectual  society  the  place  of  these  anLnsemente 
would  be  taken  by  the  game  of  KoTra/Sw.  The  details  of 
cottaboB  are  obscure,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  played  in  manf 
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ways,  but  in  all  cases  the  secret  of  the  game  was  to  be  able  to 
throw  from  a  drinking-cupi  in  the  handle  of  which  one  finger 
was  inserted,  a  compact  jet  of  wine  at  a  given  mark.  For  this 
the  drinking- vessels  of  the  Greeks  were  specially  constructed  ; 
but  it  is  clear  that  so  long  as  the  drinkers  were  capable  of  a 
game  which  required  steadiness  and  skill  of  hand  they  could 
not  be  intoxicated.  Sometimes  scenic  shows,  actors  or  jugglers 
or  acrobats,  were  brought  before  the  company  to  amuse  them 
with  feats  of  skill.  But  when  drinking  was  deep,  all  these 
Inore  staid  or  intellectual  amusements  were  set  aside,  and  the- 
party  became  often  a  scene  of  the  wildest  excesses,  which  were 
the  worse  for  the  presence  of  the  flute^rls.^  And  when  one 
party  had  reached  the  stage  of  frenzy,  they  would  roam  about 
the  city  in  the  form  of  a  Kiofios  or  roystering  band,  entering 
all  doors  which  were  not  rigidly  closed,  and  sometimes  even 
forcing  their  way  with  axes  into  the  houses  of  the  Hetserae. 
So  the  night  would  sometimes  end  in  the  wildest  debauchery. 
But  the  more  respectable  citizens  only  gave  way  to  these  ex- 
cesses on  occasion  of  the  festivals  of  Dionysus  and  other  deities 
of  his  class. 

All  that  was  worst  in  the  Greek  banquets  was  encouraged 
by  the  presence  of  parasites  (KoXaKes)  or  professed  jesters  (ycXon-o- 
irotot),  a  degraded  class  of  men  who  became  very  plentiful  in 
the  later  times.  They  would  make  their  way  into  houses 
where  feasting  was  going  on,  like  Philippus  in  Xenophon's 
Symponumf  partly  in  order  that  they  might  keep  up  the  merri- 
ment of  the  party,  and  partly  because  they  would  not  easily 
accept  a  rebuff.  Their  gluttony  and  wine-bibbing  tended  as 
much  to  corrupt  the  abstemious  habits  of  the  guests  ^  as  their 
low  jests  and  obscenity  did  to  lower  -tJieir  character.  The 
classical  writers  of  late  times  are  full  of  abuse  of  these  crea- 
tures, who  sometimes  became  literally  the  lick-spittles  of  their 
patrons ;  but  strangely  enough  the  latter,  who  were  really  most 
to  blame  for  encouraging  such  proceedings,  seem  to  have 
escaped  censure. 

^  Thus  Alcibiades  and  his  kQ/ms  break  into  the  symposiam  described 
by  Plato,  p»  2i2.y  S^u^Ht^  , 

^  A  good  speciuMn  ef  the  parasite  is  Artotrogus  in  Plantus'  Miki 
€fhrio$u$» 
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CHAPTER   IV 

TRAVBLUNG 

After  speaking  of  the  city  life  of  the  Greeks,  we  are  naturally 
led  on  to  the  question  how  far  their  experience  of  the  world 
extended.  Were  they  confined  to  the  town  of  their  birth,  or 
did  they  visit  neighbouring  cities,  or  even  travel  in  foreign 
countries  ? 

The  answer  must  depend  on  the  period  of  Greek  history 
which  we  are  considering.  We  must  speak  separately  of  three 
ages,  the  heroic  age,  that  of  Greek  independence,  beginning 
with  the  era  of  the  Olympiads,  and  the  Macedonian  period. 

In  the  Homeric  age  the  wealthy  families,  who  held  their 
seats  on  the  Acropolis-hills  of  Greece,  and  thence  ruled  the 
surrounding  plains,  were,  like  all  aristocracies,  of  a  social  dis- 
position, and  glad  to  welcome  visitors  who  would  relieve  the 
monotony  of  life.  In  the  heroic  legends  of  Greece  almost 
all  the  heroes,  Theseus,  Bellerophon,  Perseus,  Odysseus,  and 
othera,  are  of  a  wandering  disposition,  and  are  received  hos- 
pitably everywhere. 

It  has  been  well  remarked  that  the  stranger  who  arrived  at 
a  town  or  mansion  was,  according  to  Homer,  either  a  iKrrqSy  a 
^Ivos,  or  a  irroixos.  In  either  case  he  was,  as  Nausicaa  says, 
under  the  special  protection  of  Zeus  ^ci/tos,^  who  would  avenge 
any  wrong  or  ii^jury  done  to  him.  The  iiccn^s  was  one  driven 
from  house  and  home  who  came  to  seek  shelter  with  a  stranger, 
or  one  who  had  unintentionally  committed  homicide  and  needed 
expiation.  Unbidden,  he  would  make  his  way  into  the  house, 
and  take  his  seat  at  the  altar  of  Zeus  *£/oK€tos  in  the  hall  of 
the  mansion ;  or  he  would  approach  the  house  bearing  in  his 
hand  the  emblems  of  a  god.  Thus  Ghryses  holds  in  his  hands, 
as  he  approaches  the  Greek  camp,''  the  fillets  of  far-darting 
Apollo.  If  the  stranger  was  not  in  dire  distress,  but  merely 
voyaging  for  purposes  of  his  own,  he  was  received  as  a  ^ivos 
with  the  most  splendid  hospitality.  He  was  washed  by  the 
ladies  of  the  house,  and  invited  to  a  banquet  in  the  hall  of 
the  ava^,  and  only  when  he  had  well  eaten  and  drunk  was  he 
asked  his  name  and  his  business.  The  host  bestowed  on  the 
guest  the  best  of  all  he  had,  and  when  he  left^  loaded  him  with 

^  Od.  vi.  207.  •  II.  L  14. 
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rich  presents.  In  return,  the  guest  bore  an  endless  gratitude  to 
the  host,  and  even  if  they  met  in  the  battle-field  would  not 
injure  him.  Odysseus  declines  to  contend  even  in  sport  with 
the  son  of  his  host  Alcinoiis.  The  beggar  (tttcdx^)  who  led  a 
wandering  life  was  free  to  eat  the  broken  meats  in  the  hall  of 
any  noble,  and  to  sleep  in  the  aWova-a ;  but  he  was  of  course 
not  treated  as  an  equal. 

Those  who  did  not  belong  either  to  the  great  families  or  to 
the  class  of  vagrants  probably  voyaged  but  little.  Commerce 
was  scarcely  bom :  such  import  trade  as  existed  was  in  Phoeni- 
cian hands,  and  slaves  were  the  chief  article  of  export  But 
the  skilled  workman  (^/xiocpyds),  was  accustomed  to  go  from 
court  to  court  to  work  for  hire,  and  to  leave  behind  him 
worthy  memorials  of  his  skill. 

A  great  change  took  place  at  the  time  of  the  spreading  of 
Greek  colonies  over  the  West  and  East  Greek  settlers  were 
planted  on  all  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  naturally 
their  kinsmen  who  remained  at  home  exchanged  with  them 
frequent  visits.  And  it  was  by  no  accident  that  precisely  at 
this  time  the  great  national  festivals  of  the  Greeks,  Olympia, 
Nemea,  Pythia,  and  Isthmia,  acquired  importance,  and  attracted 
at  stated  intervals  to  the  mother-country  crowds  of  such  as 
could  claim  Hellenic  birth.  The  great  annual  festivals  also 
of  the  Greek  mother-cities  were  attended  by  many  from  their 
colonies.  Thus,  for  men  at  least,  sea-voyages  of  great  length 
must  have  been  of  considerable  frequency.  One  is  astonished 
to  find  the  lowness  of  fares  (yavka)  charged  by  shippers  for 
the  conveyance  of  passengers.  From  Athens  to  iEgina  a  man 
^  could  sail  in  the  fourth  century  b.o.  for  two  obols,  and  even 
in  the  time  of  Lucian  for  four.  In  the  time  of  Plato  ^  a  man 
with  f amUy  and  baggage  could  voyage  from  the  Piraeus  to  Egypt 
or  to  Pontus  for  two  drachms,  providing,  of  course,  his  own 
food. 

Inland  travelling  was  never  so  easy  or  so  usual  as  going  by 
water.  The  calm  and  protected  seas  and  sounds  of  Greece 
naturally  tempt  the  traveller,  and  in  old  days  the  fear  of 
pirates  was  almost  the  only  drawback  to  sea-journeys.  But  the 
Greek  inlands  are  rugged  and  difficult  at  all  times,  and  except 
in  times  of  profound  peace,  or  on  the  occasion  of  a  national 
festival,  when  enmities  were  suspended,  it  must  have  been  im- 
possible to  go  far  by  land  without  running  the  risk  of  hostile 
encoimters.     Every  ten  miles  one  passed  into  the  lands  of  a 

*  Platn,  OorgiaBf  511  d. 
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new  city,  aiid  every  city  had  its  own  politics  and  its  own 
dialect. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  roads  was  to  facilitate  approach  to 
the  great  temples  and  the  scenes  of  the  Greek  festivals.  The 
sacred  way  from  Athens  to  Eleusis,  and  from  Olympia  to  the 
sea-coast,  are  instances.  Nevertheless,  the  Greeks  were  never 
road-builders,  as  the  Romans  were.  They  did  not  build  lofty 
causeways  through  valleys.  They  contented  themselves  with 
smoothing  away  the  chief  obstructions  in  their  rocky  paths, 
and  in  many  cases  with  making  certain  level  artificial  ruts  two 
or  three  inches  deep,  adapted  to  receive  the  wheels  of  carriages. 
Considerable  remains  of  these  ruts  still  exist ;  ^  in  some  roads 
there  seem  to  have  been  an  up  and  a  down  line,  in  other  cases 
only  a  single  line,  and  when  the  latter  is  the  case,  there  are 
still  traceable  at  intervals  grooves  cut  to  enable  a  chariot  or 
waggon  to  leave  the  road  and  allow  another  to  pass.  Curiously 
the  part  of  the  road  lying  between  these  grooves  or  ruts  re- 
mains very  rough  and  rocky.  Professor  Curtius  ^  suggests  that 
it  must  have  been  strewn  with  a  layer  of  sand  or  other  soil. 

These  remains  explain  how  it  was  possible  in  Greece  to  travel 
in  a  carriage  (a/io^),  as  women  and  children  usually  did.  But 
men,  unless  given  to  luxury,  went  far  more  expeditiously  on 
horseback  or  on  foot  The  horse  was  of  course  the  usual  means 
of  progression  with  the  wealthy,  but  on  the  rocky  paths  over 
the  hills  he  could  go  only  at  a  walking-pace.  A  pedestrian,  if 
hardy  and  active,  could  easily  distance  him ;  so  when  news 
was  brought  rapidly  from  one  part  of  Greece  to  another,  we  in- 
variably find  that  the  conveyor  was  a  runner  on  foot.  The 
horses  did  not,  it  appears,  wear  shoes ;  but  vro^/Mira,  socks  or 
sandals,  were  commonly  tied  on  the  feet  of  beasts  of  burden. 
The  ancient,  like  the  modern  traveller  in  Greece,  if  he  went  on 
horseback,  formed  part  of  a  cavalcade,  which  must  frequently 
ride  single-file.  First  the  masters  rode,  and  then  came  the 
slaves,  usually  on  foot,  driving  other  horses  which  carried  the 
baggage.^  This  baggage  had  to  include  sleeping  -  apparatus 
(oTptofiara),  as  well  as  clothes,  and  frequently  provisions.  If  the 
amount  of  it  were  small,^  it  might  be  carried  by  the  horse  of  the 
traveller  or  by  his  slave.  Sick  men  and  women  travelled  in 
litters  {<l>op€ia)  in  which  they  reclined  at  full  length,  four  bearers 
supporting  the  four  corners.     These  were  not^  indeed,  so  usual 

'  CurtiaB,  Wegehau  bei  den  Oriechen^  Berl.  Acad.  1 8^. 
'  Loc,  ciL  '  Aristoph.  Birds,  615. 

^  Lucian,  Ann,  i.     frirof  Zk  /ic  Karifye  koI  rd  o-iret^,  Kcd  $€pdTi^  ^jroX<M^ 
0€i  eh. 
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in  the  early  days  of  Qreece,  but  in  Macedonian  times  splendid 
litters  became  a  regular  part  of  the  equipment  of  wealthy  ladies 
and'Eraipai. 

The  public  ways,  like  everything  else  in  Greece,  were  under 
the  protection  of  special  deities,  Apollo,  Hermes,  and  Hecate. 
By  the  side  of  the  road  occasional  chapels  were  erected,  and  in 
them  the  wayfarer  might  often  find  food  gratis.  Inns  (iravdoiccta 
or  KairqX€la)y  though  in  later  Greece  they  existed  everywhere, 
were  never  in  high  repute.  The  traveller  was  unfortunate  who 
was  obliged  to  betake  himself  to  them  rather  than  to  the 
house  of  a  friend  or  acquaintance.  The  proprietors  were  de- 
spised by  the  public  for  taking  money  in  return  for  that  hos- 
pitality which  the  Greek  considered  it  his  first  duty  to  show. 
In  some  places  public  buildings  like  caravanserais  took  the  place 
of  inns,  and  ofiered  to  all  at  least  gratuitous  shelter.  The  long 
stoie  at  places  like  Olympia  would  accommodate  a  large  number 
of  travellers,  who  would  of  course  bring  beds  and  provisions 
with  them. 

We  do  not  know  much  about  the  custom-house  arrangements 
of  the  various  cities.  Taxes  on  taxable  goods  would,  however, 
be  levied  in  port  or  at  the  gate  of  a  city,  not  the  frontier  of  its 
territory.  When  we  read,  as  we  constantly  do  in  inscriptions, 
of  the  decree  of  a  city  confering  arcXcia  on  a  stranger,  it  was 
probably  intended  to  save  him  from  the  inconveniences  of  search 
and  the  payment  of  duty  on  his  entry  into  the  town.  If  a 
traveller  had  to  pass  through  the  territory  of  a  hostile  state,  he 
would  provide  himself  with  a  pass,  which  was  called  <rvyypa<fyq 
or  (r<f>payCs. 

The  relation  of  host  and  guest,  as  we  have  described  it  in 
Homeric  times,  persisted  throughout  Greek  history.  Wherever 
a  Greek  went,  he  was  almost  sure  of  a  welcome  from  a  relation, 
a  friend,  or  a  friend  of  a  friend.^  Letters  of  introduction  were 
frequently  given  to  those  who  travelled  by  those  who  remained 
behind.  The  simplest  form  of  letter  of  introduction  was  the 
impression  of  the  signet  of  the  introducing  perelon.  A  man's 
signet  was  known  to  all  his  friends,  and  the  mere  exhibition 
of  it  entitled  the  bearer  among  so  hospitable  a  people  as  the 
Greeks  to  lodging  and  friendship.  Any  other  token  or  ctv/a^oAov 
which  would  be  understood  answered  the  same  purpose. 

If  a  traveller  had  no  letters  of  introduction  to  any  citizen  of 
the  town  he  visited,  he  would  probably  apply  to  the  official 
irpo^os,  among  whose  duties  that  of  lodghig  any  prominent 

^  Lucian,  Attn,  i. 
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citizen  of  the  city  he  represented  was  certainly  included.     As 
a  last  resource,  he  would  look  out  an  inn. 

After  the  age  of  Alexander  the  limits  of  Greek  travel  east- 
ward were  vastly  extended.  The  mercenary  soldier  and  the 
merchant  would  voyage  as  far  as  Cahul  and  the  frontiers  of 
China,  and  find  Greek  cities  and  kinsfolk  all  the  way.  Troops 
of  actors  and  caravans  laden  with  goods  crossed  and  recrossed 
Asia.  India^  the  Caspian,  Ahyssinia  became  familiar  to  Greek 
travellers ;  and  from  the  custom  of  travelling  abroad  the  Greeks 
acquired  that  of  travelling  more  at  home.  More  commodioos 
inns  were  erected  in  Attica,  Bosotia,  and  other  districts,  and 
citizens  passing  from  place  to  place  soon  enlarged  their  horizon, 
and  lost  that  local  colour  which  had  hitherto  marked  them. 
They  became  citizens  of  the  world  instead  of  Thebans,  Plateans, 
or  Athenians. 


CHAPTER  V     . 

POSITION   AND  EMPLOYMENTS   OF  WOMEN 

It  has  been  frequently  observed  that  in  nothing  is  the  contrast 
between  the  heroic  and  the  historical  ages  of  Greece  more 
striking  than  in  the  position  and  treatment  of  women,  which 
appear  to  have  been  better  in  the  times  of  Homer  than  in 
those  of  Thucydides.  In  the  period  after  Alexander,  women 
seem  again  to  have  become  more  prominent  and  important ; 
so  we  arrive  at  the  curious  result  that  women  were  of  least 
account  in  the  greatest  ages  of  Greece,  in  those  days  when  the 
public  life  was  most  vigorous  and  Greece  outwardly  most 
flourishing.  And  the  reason,  or  at  least  one  chief  reason,  is 
not  far  to  seek,  namely,  that  in  the  archaic  times  of  Greece  and 
the  times  of  decay,  the  men  cultivated  and  found  their  pleasure 
in  private  and  domestic  life ;  in  the  great  age  of  Greece  the 
life  of  politics  had  diiven  quite  into  the  background  that  of 
the  home.  The  seclusion  of  women,  like  slavery,  was  part  of 
the  price  paid  by  Greece,  and  especially  by  Athens,  for  a 
magnificent  burst  of  public  splendour. 

It  is  by  some  of  the  Grerman  authorities  mentioned  in  this 
connection,  as  a  reason  for  the  greater  honour  of  early  days, 
that  in  Homeric  times  a  husband  paid  a  large  sum  OlSva)  for  his 
wife ;  at  a  later  period  he  received  a  dowry  (vpoi^)  with  her. 
But  it  is  hard  to  think  that  a  purchased  wife,  even  if  valued 
for  what  she  had  cost^  would  be  held  in  great  honour.     Men 
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are  only  willing  to  pay  for  what  becomes  their  property.  The 
purchasing  of  wives  is,  in  fact,  an  example  of  the  survival  of 
a  very  archaic  custom,  and  the  high  position  of  women  in 
Homeric  Greece  was  maintained  rather  in  spite  of  than  in 
consequence  of  it 

Very  dignified  was  the  position,  according  to  the  Iliad  and 
Odyssey,  of  the  wives  of  the  heroes  who  fought  at  Troy.  £ach 
was  mistress  in  her  own  house,  the  companion  of  her  husband, 
the  welcomer  of  his  guests,  and  an  object  of  veneration  to  the 
subject  people.  In  the  regions  beyond  the  nkyapov  or  men's 
hall  she  was  supreme,  rulmg  over  an  army  of  maid-servants, 
and  appointing  them  their  tasks  of  spinning,  weaving,  and 
household  work,  and  superintending  the  bringing  up  of  chil- 
dren. In  the  absence  of  her  lord  she  seems  to  have  managed 
all  his  affairs,  and  given  orders  to  men  as  well  as  women. 
£ven  when  he  was  present,  the  sphere  of  her  activity  was  by 
no  means  bounded  by  the  limits  of  the  thalamus.  When  no 
guests  were  present,  it  appears  that  the  master  of  the  house 
dined  in  the  hall  ^  with  his  wife  and  children.  In  the  far 
more  usual  case  of  guests  being  present,  the  mistress  of  the 
house  graced  the  meal  with  her  presence,  though  she  does  not 
seem  to  have  partaken  of  the  food.  At  a  feast  in  the  palace  of 
Alcinotis,  a  high  seat^  is  reserved  for  ArSt^  his  wife,  who 
listens,  and  not  in  silence,  to  the  story  of  Odysseus.  Penelope, 
accompanied  by  two  maids,  makes  her  appearance  in  the  hall 
where  her  suitors  are  feasting,^  and  stands,  only  partly  veiled, 
at  the  door  leading  from  the  men's  hall  to  the  women's.  When 
only  a  smaller  company  of  the  friends  of  Telemachus  is  present,^ 
she  comes  and  sits  opposite  to  her  son  as  he  dines.  In  the 
palace  of  Menelaus,  Helen  sits  at  the  feast  given  to  Tele- 
machus, and  not  only  mixes  a  bowl  of  ^wine  for  her  guests,^ 
but  also  tells  them  a  story  while  they  drink  it.  Nor  were  these 
ladies  by  any  means  confined  to  the  house.*  Ar^t^  is  not  only 
honoured  by  her  husband  and  children,  but  by  the  people  who 
look  on  her  and  address  her  as  a  deity  when  she  appears  in 
the  streets ;  and  she  heals  the  strifes  of  men  who  quarrel. 

No  one  can  read  the  account  of  Nausicaa's  reception  of 
Odysseus  without  feeling  that  dignity  and  self-possession  such 
as  she  displays  could  not  exist  in  a  maiden  brought  up  in 
seclusion  and  trained  only  in  the  labours  of  the  loom.      A 

^  Od.  viii.  242.  6Tt  kcp  ffoit  h  /uydpoiatp  StuvO-g  xa/>d  af  T*iX6xv  "^oi 
iroiffi  r4K€<rffiP.  ^  Od,  xi.  335. 

»  Od,  xviii.  206.  *  Od.  xvii  96. 

»  Od,  iv.  233.  «  Od,  vii.  7a 
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similar  nobleness  and  majesty  is  found  in  the  portraits  of  the 
women  of  the  heroic  age  like  Antigone  and  Alcestis,  as  pre- 
served in  legend  and  presented  to  us  by  the  Greek  tragedians. 
The  comedians,  on  the  other  hand,  who  paint  contemporary 
women,  draw  a  very  different  picture,  and  seem  to  labour  for 
words  to  express  their  contempt  of  womankind. 

There  was  indeed  one  custom  among  high-born  women  of 
the  heroic  age  which  has  caused  great  scandal  among  the 
commentators.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  washing  in  a  bath, 
anointing,  and  clothing  friends  and  strangers  who  visited  them. 
Thus  at  Pylos,  Poly  casta,  ^  youngest  daughter  of  Nestor,  bathes 
and  dresses  young  Telemachus ;  Helen  bathes  Odysseus  when 
he  comes  as  a  spy  to  Troy,^  and  recognises  him  in  the  bath  by 
personal  marks,  as  does  old  nurse  £uryclea  at  a  later  period. 
Odysseus,  in  extreme  modesty,  declines  to  be  bathed  by  the 
maidens  of  Nausicaa,  but  his  scruples  were  clearly  unusual. 
Commentators  have  tried  in  a  score  of  ways  to  avoid  the  clear 
force  of  these  statements.  They  have  supposed  that  the 
Homeric  heroes  wore  bathing-dresses,  or  sat  up  to  their  necks 
in  water  during  the  operation.  These  interpretations  must  be 
rejected.  Perhaps  the  bather  retained  enough  clothes  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  actual  decency,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  Greeks 
did  not  regard  as  we  do  the  display  of  the  naked  body  :  indeed, 
they  would  have  had  difficulty  in  understanding  modem  deli- 
cacy in  such  a  matter. 

Homer  gives  us  little  material  for  constructing  the  life  of 
women  of  the  lower  classes,  except  the  slaves.  Hesiod  speaks 
of  women  of  the  poorer  sort  in  language  not  complimentary, 
and  more  in  the  manner  of  later  times.  It  is  evident  that  the 
position  of  the  wives  of  poor  workmen  and  labourers  can  vary 
but  little  from  age  to  age,  being  determined  not  by  custom,  but 
by  pressing  necessities  of  various  kinds. 

In  the  historical  times  of  Greece  the  women  of  Athens  were 
the  most  secluded,  those  of  Sparta  the  freest,  the  other  cities 
of  Greece  proper  apparently  occupying  an  intermediate  position. 
We  wiU  begin  with  Athens.  Here  the  unmarried  girls  of  a 
house  were  scarcely  allowed  to  leave  the  gynseconitis  on  any 
other  occasion  than  that  of  a  religious  festival.  If  a  wedding 
or  funeral  were  passing,  they  might  be  allowed  to  go  as  far  as 
the  front  door  of  the  house,  and,  in  the  absence  of  strangers, 
might  sometimes  enter  the  court  of  the  men ;  but  such  an  event 
would  be  unusual.    For  days  and  weeks  together  the  girls  would 

*  Od.  iii.  464.  '  Od,  iv.  252. 
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be  confined  to  their  court,  where  their  chief  employment  was 
spinning  and  weaving.     Education,  in  our  sense  of  the  word, 
they  had  none,  beyond  such  a  smattering  of  letters  as  their 
mother  could  impart     The  best-bred  girl  was  she  who  had 
heard  and  seen  the  least,  ^  and  had  learned  but  one  lesson,  that 
of  modesty,  o-w^povetv.      The  doors  of  the  gynasconitis  were 
rigidly  barred  against  all  men  except  the  master  of  the  house 
and  a  few  near  relatives.     The  only  breaks  in  this  somewhat 
monotonous   existence   were  afforded  by  the  great  religious 
festivals,  when  some  high-bom  girls  walked  in  procession, 
and  even  performed  dances,  the  training  for  which  must  have 
sometimes  agreeably  interrupted  the  monotony  of  their  exist- 
ence ;  and  the  rest  were  allowed  to  look  on.    On  such  occasions 
only  was  there  a  chance  that  any  falling  in  love  on  the  part 
of  young  men  or  women  should  take  place ;  but  such  indiscre- 
tions were  rare  at  Athens  where  free  women  were  concerned, 
and  marriages  matters  of  convenience  merely. 

Marriages  in  Greece  were  entered  into  from  motives  of  pru- 
dence rather  than  of  sentiment.  Becker  remarks  that  four 
motives  might  incline  a  man  for  marriage.  The  first  is  respect 
for  the  gods,  and  a  desire  to  leave  behind  him  sons  to  continue 
his  religious  duties.  The  second  is  a  consideration  for  the 
welfare  of  the  state.  The  third  is  a  desire  to  perpetuate  his 
race  and  lineage.  The  fourth  is  the  need  of  a  trusty  and  skilful 
housekeeper.  It  will  be  observed  that,  except  the  last  of  these 
motives,  all  have  reference  not  to  the  wife  herself,  but  to  the 
children  she  is  expected  to  bear.  In  fact,  the  desire  to  have  a 
son  who  may  represent  his  father  before  gods  and  men,  and  in 
particular  keep  up  the  sacrifices  to  ancestors,  was  one  of  the 
deepest-seated  feelings  in  all  branches  of  the  Aryan  race,  and 
more  prominent  in  India  than  in  Greece. ^ 

Notwithstanding,  the  young  men  of  the  later  times  of 
Greece,  accustomed  to  pleasure  and  a  life  of  freedom,  generally 
looked  on  marriage  with  dislike,  and  only  submitted  to  it  out 
of  deference  to  their  elders.  In  the  plays  of  Plautus,  which 
reflect  the  age  of  Menander,  marriage  is  commonly  inflicted  by 
choleric  fathers  on  gay  sons  to  whose  misdeeds  they  wish  to 
put  an  end,  though  instances  do  occur  in  which  the  son  is  a 
consenting  party.  The  selection  of  the  bride  was  a  matter  in 
which  only  in  rarest  cases  the  bridegroom  had  a  voice.  This 
matter  was  arranged  by  the  parents  on  both  sides,  assisted 
sometimes  by  a  go-between  or  matchmaker  (Trpo/xn/or/ata),  an  old 

^  Xen.  (Econ.  vii.  4.  ^  See  Coalanges,  La  CiU  Antique. 
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woman  of  a  not  over-respected  class.  The  choice  was  dictated 
by  motives  different  from  those  favoiire4  in  modem  novels. 
The  first  requisite  was  that  the  bride  should  be  the  lawful 
daughter  of  a  citizen  of  a  respectable  family.  The  second, 
that  between  bride  and  bridegroom  there  should  not  be  great 
disparity  in  social  |X)8ition.  A  wealthy  man  might  often  gratify 
his  friendship  by  marrying  the  daughter  of  a  poor  friend,  but 
the  poor  man  who  married  an  heiress  put  himself  in  a  very 
unpleasant,  and  even  ridiculous  position.  It  would  seem  that 
of  the  personal  qualities  of  the  lady,  so  long  as  she  possessed 
<risnt>po(rvvT),  less  account  was  made.  The  bridegroom  had  little 
or  no  opportunity  of  making  acquaintance  with  her  until  the 
marriage-day. 

The  usual  time  for  marriages  in  Greece  was  the  winter,  one 
month  of  wliich,  Gamelion,  received  its  name  from  the  circum- 
stance. In  winter  the  health  was  supposed  to  be  more  vigorous 
and  the  spirits  more  elastic.  Hesiod  recommends  the  fourth 
day  after  new  moon  as  the  best  for  bringing  a  wife  home. 
Other  writers  mention  the  full  moon  as  the  best  time. 

As  is  usually  the  case  in  countries  where  marriages  are  affaires 
de  convena?ice,  it  was  usual  for  the  bridegroom  to  be  much 
older  than  the  bride.  In  this  matter  the  philosophers  probably 
adopted  the  ordinary  opinion.  Plato  in  the  Laws  ^  suggests  that 
for  a  woman  the  marriageable  age  is  eighteen  to  twenty  yeais, 
for  a  man  thirty  to  thirty-five.  Aristotle  *  mentions  the  age  of 
eighteen  for  women  and  that  of  about  thirty-seven  for  men. 
In  any  case,  care  was  usually  taken  in  Greece  that  the  husband 
should  be  a  good  deal  older  than  the  wife  ;  a  precaution  doubly 
necessary  considering  the  amount  of  authority  which  the  roan 
possessed,  and  the  early  bloom  and  rapid  decay  of  female  beauty 
and  vigour  in  the  South  of  Europe. 

At  Athens  the  state  required  as  a  preliminary  to  marriage  an 
cyyvi/o-is  or  betrothal,  in  which  act  the  nearest  male  relative 
disposed  of  the  bride.  In  the  absence  of  this  ceremony,  or  in 
case  of  the  responsibility  being  assumed  by  a  wrong  person,  the 
marriage  was  void  and  the  children  bom  of  it  illegitimate.'  It 
was  also  matter  of  universal  cu5$tom,  though  not  actually  re- 
quired by  law,  that  a  dowry,  irpot^  or  4>ipvrii  should  be  fixed  for 
the  wife.  We  have  an  instance  in  Demosthenes  *  in  which  a 
dowerless  wife  is  acknowledged  to  be  legally  married ;  but  as 
a  Greek  had  very  little  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  a  wife  on 

*  vi.  p.  785.  '  PolU,  vii.  16. 

*  Demosthenes,  p.  11 34.  ^  P.  1 016. 
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condition  of  letuming  her  dowry,  it  is  clear  that  in  cases  where 
there  was  none  the  wife  was  entirely  at  the  husband's  mercy, 
and  practically  almost  in  the  position  of  a  mistress,  being  liable 
to  be  turned  out  of  the  house  on  any  quarrel. 

The  state  being  satisfied,  the  next  duty  was  to  conciliate  the 
deities  of  the  city  and  commend  the  marriage  to  their  favour. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  requisite  religious  ceremonies, 
Trpoyd/jLcuif  took  place  on  a  fixed  day,  nor  do  they  seem  to  have 
been  made  in  common  by  the  two  families.  They  were  mostly 
performed  by  the  future  bride  and  her  parents  on  her  behalf. 
They  may  be  divided  into  two  groups  or  sets.  The  first  group 
of  observances  consisted  in  prayers  and  sacrifices  to  those  deities 
of  the  national  Pantheon  who  most  nearly  controlled  the  afifairs 
of  marriage,^  Zeus  Teleios,  Hera  Teleia,  Aphrodite,  Peitho,  and 
Artemis,  the  last  as  presiding  over  the  birth  of  children.  But 
in  almost  all  Greek  cities  there  was  a  second  set  of  ceremonies 
of  a  more  primitive  and  local  character.  We  are  specially  told 
of  the  part  due  in  marriage  to  the  6€oC  iyx^pioi.  To  a  local 
nymph  or  a  local  river  the  girl  about  to  be  married  sacrificed 
her  hair,  which  was  an  archaic  form  of  representing  self-dedica- 
tion. In  the  Troad  girls  bathed  in  the  Scamander  before 
marriage,  with  the  phrase,  Aa^c  fwv  ^Ka/xav^/oc  r^v  irapdevlav, 
Iphinoe  at  Megara,  Opis  at  Delos,  and  other  deities  of  a  purely 
local  type,  participated  in  these  honours. 

Sometimes,  in  place  of  sacrifices  to  rivers  and  springs,  there 
was  substituted  a  bath  (kovrfjhv  vvfw^tKov)  in  water  specially 
fetched  from  them  for  the  purpose.  At  Athens  both  bride- 
groom and  bride  washed  on  the  wedding-day  in  water  fetched 
from  the  fountain  Callirrhoe  by  a  girl  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  nearly  connected  with  one  of  them  by  blood,  who  was 
termed  ij  XovTpo<f)6pos.  The  wedding-feast  (Ooivrj  yafxiKiq)  took 
place  at  the  house  of  the  bride's  father,  and  was  preceded  by 
Facrifices,  which  were  probably  mainly  offered  to  the  household 
deities.  The  notion  that  the  feast,  or  a  second  feast,  was  held 
in  the  house  of  the  bridegroom  is  now  recognised  as  erroneous. 
It  arose  from  a  misunderstanding  of  the  custom,  according  to 
which  the  father  of  the  bridegroom  or  the  bridegroom  himself 
gave,  on  the  occasion  of  the  wedding,  a  feast  to  his  friends  or 
<f>pdTop€s.  This  feast  was  called  yafjajkui.  At  the  wedding- 
breakfast,  our  wedding-cake  was  represented  by  a  sesame- 
cake  (w€fifia)y  which  the  bridal  pair  had  to  eat  together,  sesame 
being  a  symbol  of  fertility.      Women  were  present  at  the 

^  Pint.  Qu,  Jiom.  c.  2. 
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banquet  in  no  small  numbers,  occupying  separate  tables,  and 
having  the  bride  in  their  midst.'  This  banquet  gave  the 
necessary  publicity  to  the  wedding.  After  it,  a  procession  was 
formed  to  conduct  the  bride  to  her  new  abode.  A  chariot  was 
brought,  oDd  in  it  was  placed  the  bride,  veiled,  be.iring  in  her 
hands,  at  least  in  Athens,  a  vessel  for  roasting  hurley,  in  sign 
that  her  future  life  was  not  to  be  idle.  On  one  side  of  her  sat 
the  bridegroom,  on  the  other  the  a-apamfi^os,  his  friend,  who 
held  the  reins.  liehind  foUow^ed  her  mother,  bearing  two 
torches  lit  at  the  paternal  bear^,  together  with  a  crowd  of 


a  OUT  or  BtunK.'    (From  a  Vase.  Wiener 

Vuriefft'J.,  1SB8.  |i1.  8.) 


male  and  female  companions,  with  flute-playing  and  songs 
and  jests.  At  the  door  of  her  new  abode  she  was  received 
by  the  mother  of  the  bridegroom,  who  also  seems  to  have 
home  torches,  and  conducted  by  her  into  the  house.  To  this 
day  torches  form  an  important  port  of  a  Greek  bridal  proces- 
sion. In  some  places  the  axle  of  the  chariot  used  for  this 
purpose  was  taken  out  and  burnt,  to  signify  that  for  the  young 

'  Lacian,  Conviv.  8. 

'  The  groDin'*  friend  in  the  chATLot  •eeoii  toAwait  the  pur  :  the  motber 
has  taken  her  place:   HennirB  or  A  henld  leadi  the  chariot:  a  female 
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wife  there  was  no  return.  If  the  bridegroom  had  been  married 
before,  he  had  to  intrust  the  conduct  of  the  bride  entirelj'  to 
the  vapdwfiifioi.  That  the  bridal  pair  and  the  members  of  the 
festal  procession  wore  bright  clothing  stands  to  reason,  but  as 
to  colours  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any  fixed  rule. 

As  the  bride  entered  her  new  abode,  she  was  saluted  by  a 
shower  of  fruits  and  sweetmeats  (KaTa;^urptTa},  an  ancient 
custom,  surviving  even  to  modern  days.  As  she  entered  the 
bridal  chamber  ebe  partook  of  a  quince,  in  accordance  with  a 
Solonic  law,  the  object  of  which  is  said  to  have  been  to  give 


r  Beidb.    (Froh  tbe  s 


sweetness  to  her  breath.  Her  companions,  standing  at  the  door, 
sang  a  hymeneal  song,  and  returned  next  morning  early  to  wake 
the  sleeping  pair.'  These  two  songs  were  called  respectively 
hri6a\d/iiov  and  SieytpTuta,  Next  day  the  bridegroom  went  to 
the  abode  of  his  parents  in-law  and  stayed  for  a  while,  until  the 
bride  sent  a  garment  as  a  present  to  persuade  htm  to  return. 
This  was  termed  airavXiti,  but  there  is  much  doubt  whether 
the  custom  was  general.^    After  that  came  the  avaKaAtnmjpio, 

'  The  picture  u  flanked  by  the  two  mothen  :  tbe  brid*]  pair  are  led  by 
Apollo  IM  murician  to  their  dgit  alxide. 
*  Theoor.  Id.  xiiii.  54.  *  PoUux,  iij.  39. 
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when  the  bride  appeared  in  her  new  home,  unveiled,  to  receive 
the  congratulations  of  near  relations  and  intimate  friends,  as 
well  as  presents  bestowed  by  them. 

Such  seem  to  have  been  the  marriage  ceremonies  at  Athens  and 
in  most  parts  of  Greece,  though  it  is  likely  that  the  grammarians^ 
who  are  our  chief  authorities  for  them,  may  have  put  together 
usages  prevailing  in  various  parts  of  the  Greek  world.  In 
modern  Greece  one  of  the  most  important  ceremonies  connected 
with  marriage  consists  in  a  solemn  conducting  of  the  bride  to  the 
well  whence  she  will  in  future  have  to  draw  water,^  and  in  drink- 
ing from  that  well  on  her  part  This  takes  place  a  day  or  two 
after  the  wedding,  and  considering  how  much  was  thought  in 
antiquity  of  wells  and  springs,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that 
the  custom  survives  from  remote  antiquity.  At  Sparta  a  dif- 
ferent set  of  usages  prevailed,  which  were  in  fact  survivals 
of  the  very  primitive  custom  of  marriage  by  capture.  After 
obtaining  the  parents'  consent,  the  bridegroom  carried  off  his 
wife  with  an  appearance  of  violence ;  but  for  a  long  time  his 
visits  to  her  were  secret,  and  he  lived  publicly  with  his  un- 
married comrades  as  before. 

When  a  woman  married,  the  limits  of  her  prison  were 
widened.  The  street-door  took  the  place  of  the  door  of  the 
gynseconitis  as  the  usual  limit  of  her  wanderings,'  though  at  the 
same  time  she  would  doubtless  retire  into  her  apartments  when 
strangers  appeared.  But  her  life,  if  secluded,  became  no  longer 
idle.  First  she  had  to  superintend  the  household  and  assign 
the  tasks  of  the  maid-servants,  to  despatch  them  on  errands  and 
to  overlook  their  spinning  in  the  great  work-rooms  at  the  back 
of  the  house.  Next  she  kept  the  keys,  and  took  charge  of 
linen,  plate,  and  all  other  valuables  deposited  in  the  house.  In 
this  the  rafiia  might  assist  her.  The  third  duty  of  a  woman 
was  the  nurture  and  rearing  of  her  children,  real  or  adopted, 
which  was  in  her  hands,  in  the  case  of  boys,  until  they  left  the 
nursery ;  in  the  case  of  girls,  until  they  were  married  It  was 
clearly  not  thought  an  improper  though  a  rare  thing  for  a 
married  woman  to  go  abroad,  if  accompanied  by  slaves,  whether 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  friends,  of  being  present  at  the 
acting  of  a  tragedy  (women  were  excluded  from  comedies),  or 
to  visit  temples.     But  underhand  or  suspicious  absences  from 


^  Waohsmuth,  Dcu  Alte  Griechefdand  im  Neuen^  p.  lOO. 
'  Menand.  Fragm.     W/mk  ykp  adXtos  dipa.  iXcvOdp^  ywaucl  rci>^{^u0T' 
oUlai, 
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home  gave  opportunity  for  a  divorce.^  How  little  and  seldom 
they  went  out  is  clear  from  the  account  which  we  have  that 
after  the  hattle  of  Chffironeia  the  women  stood  tremhling  in 
the  door- ways,  asking  passers-by  as  to  the  fate  of  their 
husbands  and  fathers  and  sons.  Even  at  such  a  crisis  they  did 
not  venture  out  into  the  street ;  yet  the  orator  Lycurgus  ^  calls 
their  conduct  unworthy  of  the  city  and  themselves.  It  would 
appear  that  the  Homeric  custom  of  wives  being  present  at  the 
meals  of  their  husbands  survived,  though  the  wife  merely  sat 
by  while  the  husband  reclined ;  but  this  did  not  happen  when 
guests  were  present.     Only  HetssrsB  were  present  at  banquets. 

In  case  of  illness,  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  women  in  all 
ages  to  interfere  and  break  the  bonds  of  custom.  The  mistress 
of  a  Greek  household  was  also  head-nurse,  and  considering  the 
number  of  slaves  and  dependants,  some  of  whom  would  fre- 
quently be  ill,  this  function  must  have  largely  extended  her 
sphere. 

Of  course  there  were  relaxations  which  varied  the  monotony 
of  the  life  of  girls  and  women.  With  the  former  games  of  ball 
were  a  very  frequent  amusement.  The  swing  (aitopa)  which  is 
also  represented  on  several  Greek  vases,  was  not  unknown  to 
them.  They  had  dolls  in  abundance  and  a  host  of  pet  animals, 
more  particularly  birds  and  dogs.  The  long  stories  of  the  nurse 
helped  many  an  hour  to  pass,  and  the  employments  of  the 
toilet  still  more.  It  was  also  a  favourite  amusement  with  girls 
to  pluck  the  leaves  of  the  n^Xci^tAov,  or  throw  apple-pips  at 
the  ceiling,  and  thence  draw  an  augury  for  the  success  or  dis- 
appointment of  the  passion  which  they  might  choose  to  entertain 
or  fancy  for  some  youth  whom  they  can  scarcely  liave  seen 
except  at  a  distance. 

The  question  has  been  raised  whether  the  wives  of  citizens 
had  public  baths  of  their  own  which  they  frequented.  This 
must  certainly  be  answered  in  the  negative  as  far  as  Athens  is 
concerned.  But  groups  of  women  bathing  in  places  resembling 
the  public  baths  of  men  are  frequently  represented  on  vases  of 
both  early  and  late  date.  The  custom  may  have  obtained  in 
some  cities,  especially  those  of  Dorian  origin.  The  Hetserse, 
also,  even  at  Athens,  frequented  public  baths,  as  is  shown  by 
the  statement  that  Phryne  never  went  there. 

'  Plaut.  Mere.  iv.  6,  2. 

'*  Uxor  viro  dam  domo  egrena  est  foraa, 
Viro  fit  causa,  exigitur  matrimonio." 

*  In  Leoer.  p.  165. 
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In  such  employments  as  these  women  were  supposed  to  find 
sufficient  employment  for  their  minds,  and  enough  bodily 
exercise  to  keep  them  in  health.  Isc^omachus,  the  model 
husband  of  Xenophon's  Economics^^  does  light  upon  the  notion 
that  some  stronger  exercise  for  the  muscles  may  be  desirable, 
and  recommends  to  his  young  wife  that  she  should  not-  lead 
the  sedentary  life  of  slave-girls,  but  employ  herself  with 
walking  about  the  house  after  the  servants,  with  moistening 
and  kneading  flour  for  bread,  and  in  unfolding  and  refolding 
the  household  linen.  These  active  duties  wiU,  he  thinks,  be 
sufficient  to  keep  the  colour  of  health  in  her  cheeks  and  enable 
her  to  dispense  with  the  artificial  embellishments  of  paint  and 
rouge. 

The  treatise  of  Xenophon  just  cited  gives  us  a  pleasing  and 
a  complete  account  of  the  recognised  duties  of  wives  at  Athens. 
In  a  dialogue  between  himself  and  Socrates,  Ischomachus  re- 
lates with  great  self-satisfaction  how  he  has  trained  his  wife, 
until  she  has  become  a  model  of  household  management  She 
was  married  at  fourteen,  and  brought  to  her  new  position  only 
knowledge  of  the  labours  of  the  loom,  together  with  temperate- 
ness  in  eating,  modesty,  and  a  teachable  disposition.  By  a 
series  of  object  lessons  in  the  house,  Ischomachus  teaches  her 
the  need  of  diligence,  of  method,  and  of  order.  He  points  out 
to  her  that  the  gods  have  obviously  destined  man  for  life  out- 
side the  house,  that  he  may  provide  what  is  necessary  for 
livelihood,  and  woman  to  dwell  in  the  house,  and  to  take 
charge  of  all  that  he  provides.  He  compares,  with  more  ethical 
than  entomological  exactness,  the  position  of  the  wife  in  a 
house  to  that  of  a  queen-bee  in  the  hive ;  and  represents  the 
latter  as  going  round  the  hive,  keeping  the  working  bees  to 
their  tasks,  superintending  the  rearing  of  the  young  and  tending 
the  sick ;  winning  so  completely  the  confidence  of  the  whole 
community,  that  when  she  issues  forth  all  the  hive  foUows 
her  without  hesitation. 

As  Aristophanes  holds  up  to  contempt  in  the  Clouds  the 
changes  coming  over  Greek  education,  and  the  substitution  of 
intellectual  for  ethical  training,  so  in  the  Ecdesiazuace  he 
pours  ridicule  upon  the  movement,  which  appears  to  have 
taken  place  at  the  same  time,  in  favour  of  greater  freedom 
and  more  influence  for  women.  He  represents  the  women  of 
Athens  as  meeting  in  solemn  assembly  to  claim  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state,  and  to  introduce  all  sorts  of  new  and  flighty 

>  C.  la 
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ideas  of  comrounism  and  aocJalism.  Whether  there  was  any 
reality  in  the  movement  can  scarcely  be  made  out  from  the 
treatment  of  Aristopbanea,  which  soon  degenerates  into  jesting 
of  a  very  broad  kind.  But  in  any  cose  it  ma;  safely  bo  said 
that  at  Athens  the  advocatea  of  women's  righta  were  never 
of  mach  account  in  politico  or  in  social  life. 


Fig.  37.— Wombk  at  Music.'    (Gerhard,  Auierl.  V<umb.  pi.  304,) 


Such  was  the  example  set  at  Athens  by  the  women  of  the 
more  respectable  classes,  which  was  followed  but  very  im- 
perfectly by  those  of  lower  station.  These  being  compelled 
to  do  much  work  which  in  wealthy  households  fell  on  the 
slaves,  such  as  cooking  and  the  fetching  of  water,  could  not 

>  Thew  are  doobtlen  flnte-g^rU  being  trained';   a  lyre  huigs  on  the 
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be  so  scrupulous.  This  Aristotle  expressly  states.  Referring 
to  the  gynsdconomi,  a  class  of  officers  who  at  Syracuse  regu- 
lated the  going  out  of  women,  he  avers  that  such  an  institution 
is  aristocratic,  not  democratic,  "for  how,"  says  he,  "can  you 
keep  in  the  wives  of  the  poor  ? "  "  The  poor  are  obliged  to 
send  wife  and  cliildren  on  errands,  because  they  have  no 
slaves."^  The  class  of  'EraCpat  also  had  more  liberty;  but 
at  Athens  liberty  for  women  was  quite  incompatible  with 
delicacy  and  refinement. 

Plutarch  says  that  Solon  made  a  series  of  sumptuary  laws 
respecting  women,  forbidding  them,  among  other  things,  to 
travel  at  night  except  in  a  carriage,  with  a  torch  before  them, 
also  to  tear  themselves  at  funerals ;  and  he  adds  that  in  his 
own  day  such  offences  were  punished  at  Athens  by  the 
yvvaiKovofjLot,  who  seem  therefore  to  have  been  introduced  into 
Athens  at  a  later  tima  At  Syracuse  these  officers  had  very 
great  authority,  so  that  it  is  even  said  that  a  woman  could 
not  go  out  by  day  without  their  permission,^  which  sounds  in- 
credible, especially  if  we  consider  that  the  seclusion  of  women 
was  an  Ionian  rather  than  a  Dorian  institution. 

At  Sparta  an  entirely  different  set  of  manners  prevailed. 
Elsewhere  women  were  brought  up  with  reference  to  the 
individual  and  the  household.  They  were  considered  as 
essentially  non-political,  whence  their  neglect  At  Sparta,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  brought  up  for  nothing  but  the 
good  of  the  State.  There  a  woman  had  but  two  duties,  to 
bring  forth  strong  and  healthy  children,  and  to  sustain  and 
incite  the  valour  of  the  men.  From  early  youth  her  frame 
was  strengthened  with  athletic  exercises,  more  especially 
running  and  wrestling,  which  were  practised  at  the  female 
gymnasia.  The  Latin  writers  ^  speak  of  Spartan  virgins  as 
exercising  naked  in  the  presence  of  men ;  but  one  would  sup- 
pose that  they  were  misled.  At  the  public  dances,  races,  and 
wrestling  matches  they  probably  wore  the  short  Doric  chiton^ 
which  reached  but  little  below  the  hips.  Yet  it  must  be 
confessed  that  there  are  in  the  Greek  writers  passages  which 
seem  to  imply  complete  nudity  on  these  occasions.  AthensBus 
speaks  of  t8  yv/ivovv  ras  trapOkvov^  roh  f evois,*  and  Plutarch  in 
the  life  of  Lycurgus  is  very  explicit.  The  subject  is  a  difficult 
one,  and  we  are  inclined  to  fall  back  on  the  fact  that  a  chiton 

'  Aristotle,  Polities f  iv.  15,  vi.  8.  '  Atbenflous,  pi  521. 

'  Prap.  ilL  12.     "  loter  luataiites  nuda  puella  viros." 
*  Atheneeus,  xiii.  p.  566. 
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is  worn  in  the  case  of  the  statue  of  the  Vatican  representing 
a  girl  who  has  won  in  the  Herssa.  So  is  c]ad  the  Dorian 
huntress  Artemis,  so  the  Dorian  canephori;  nor  does  earlier 
Greek  sculpture  often  represent  a  woman  as  naked  except  when 
bathing.  The  result  of  this  athletic  training  was  that  the 
Laconian  women  were  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  most 
beautiful  and  healthy  in  Greece,  and  wore  eagerly  sought  by 
the  wealthy  as  nurses  for  children.  The  chief  object  in  allow- 
ing the  virgins  to  be  present,  as  was  the  custom  at  Sparta,  at 
the  exercises  of  the  men,  was  that  the  latter  might  be  encouraged 
to  strong  exertion  by  the  praise  of  such  spectators.  Married 
women,  on  the  other  hand,  were  not  aUowed  to  bo  present 

It  cannot  be  denied  that,  at  all  events  in  later  times,  in 
Sparta  the  women  were  more  respected  than  elsewhere.  They 
were  termed  S€<nroi,vaC,  and  even  sometimes  interfered  with 
great  effect  in  politics.  No  other  state  in  Greece  produced 
women  of  so  heroic  mould  as  Gorgo,  wife  of  Leonidas,  and 
Agiatis,  the  wife  of  Agis  and  Cleomenes.  The  great  reforms 
of  Agis  were  mainly  brought  about  by  female  influence.  "  The 
Lacedsmonians,"  says  Plutarch,^  "always  hearken  to  their  wives, 
and  the  women  are  permitted  to  intermeddle  more  with  public 
business  than  the  men  are  with  the  domestic.''  In  later  times  a 
large  proportion  of  the  Lacedaemonian  soil  was  in  female  hands. 

Very  different  was  the  estimation  in  which  the  secluded 
women  of  the  Athenians  were  held.  The  comedians  thought 
no  abuse  of  the  sex  too  bitter  or  too  coarse,  and  even  in  the 
tragedies,  at  which  women  were  present,  they  were  treated  to 
such  phrases  as  "  one  man  is  better  than  ten  thousand  women."  ^ 
Aristotle  speaks  of  the  female  sex  as  by  nature  worse  than  the 
male,^  and  Plato  speaks  of  virtue  as  far  harder  for  women  to 
attain.  In  many  cases,  no  doubt,  the  virtues  of  a  woman 
might  endear  her  to  her  husband  or  father,  and  he  might 
forget  this  natural  inferiority.  Or,  again,  if  a  poor  man  married 
a  lady  of  fortune,  or  a  low-born  man  a  lady  of  high  family,  as 
in  the  Clouds  of  Aristophanes,  the  wife  might  attain  a  some- 
what preponderant  position  within  the  house;  outside  it  she 
could  never  bo  anything  but  a  cypher.  The  Athenian  married, 
not  for  affection  nor  to  gain  a  companion,  but  to  secure  a 
trustworthy  guardian  of  his  house  and  goods,  and  that  he 
might  have  legitimate  children  to  carry  on  the  family. 

*  Life  of  Agis,  *  /phiy.  in  Avl,  v.  1373. 

'  AriBt.  J*Uitie$f  p.  1254.     t6  Afi^r  rp6s  t6  BijXu  ^Oaei  rb  lUv  Kfkirrov 

Z 
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Some  writers  have  spoken  of  the  HetsBrse  as  if  they  with 
accomplishments  and  education  occupied  the  place  held  in 
modem  times  hy  the  leaders  of  feminine  society.  This  is 
quite  misleading.  Making  exception  of  one  or  two  remarkable 
women,  such  as  the  Aspasia  of  Pericles,  the  accomplishments 
of  the  HetseraB  very  seldom  went  beyond  flute-playing,  and 
witty  but  coarse  repartee,  while  their  houses  were  constant 
scenes  of  debauchery.  They  themselves  were  always  treated 
with  the  utmost  contumely  when  they  appeared  abroad,  being 
made  the  butt  of  coarse  jests,  and  their  life  ended  in  squalor  and 
utter  misery.     They  were  sometimes,  but  not  always,  slaves. 

In  return  for  their  secluded  life,  the  Greek  free  women  were 
at  all  events  treated  with  some  delicacy.  A  husband  would 
carefully  abstain  from  doing  anything  before  the  wife  which 
would  lower  his  dignity  in  her  eyes ;  and  Demosthenes  ^  makes 
much  of  the  fact  that  his  opponent  had  on  one  occasion  used 
bad  language  within  the  hearing  of  unmarried  women.  To  force 
one's  way  into  the  gynsBconitis  uninvited  was  a  still  more 
grievous  offence,  and  perhaps  the  worst  violation  of  public 
decency  which  could  be  committed.^  The  seclusion  of  women 
did  not  put  a  stop  to  adultery  :  and  we  are  not  surprised  if,  by 
bribes  or  flatteries,  corrupters  found  their  way  into  the  closely 
guarded  gynseconitis.  In  such  a  case,  the  offending  women 
were  most  harshly  judged,  and  an  adulterer,  if  detected  in  the 
act)  was  liable  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  ii^ured  husband. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  after  the  time  of  Alexander 
the  Great  the  position  of  women  improved  in  Greece.  For  this 
several  reasons  may  be  found.  Domestic  life  occupied  more  of 
the  attention  and  afl^ection  of  men  who  had  lost  with  autonomy 
their  interest  in  politics.  There  were,  again,  at  the  courts  of 
Pergamon,  Antioch,  and  Alexandria  queens  and  women  of  high 
standing,  who  did  much  to  raise  the  estimation  in  which  their 
sex  was  held.  And  it  must  be  added  that  growing  corruption 
of  morals  usually  makes  women,  even  if  less  trusted,  yet  of  more 
account  Of  the  position  of  women  at  Alexandria  we  have 
a  vivid  picture  in  the  celebrated  fifteenth  Idyll  of  Theocritus. 
Ladies  at  that  city  seem  to  have  been  allowed  to  go  to  the 
spectacle  of  the  commemoration  of  Adonis  attended  only  by 
maid-servants ;  they  spoke  freely  to  passers,  and  even  accepted 
the  friendly  aid  of  a  stranger  in  the  crowd.  These,  however, 
are  Dorian  women,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  such  liberty  was  ever 
enjoyed  at  Athens. 

^  In  Meid»  p.  540.  '  Lysias  adv,  Simon,  p.  540. 
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CHAITER  VI 

TKEATMENT   OF  DISEASE 

In  earlier  days  in  Greece,  organized  medicine  was  almost  the 
exclusive  possession  of  the  clan  of  the  Asklepiadae,  the  sup- 
posed descendants  of  Asklepiu&  In  the  Iliad,  every  warrior 
knows  something  of  the  rough  and  ready  remedies  for  wounds 
which  a  people  given  to  fighting  must  meet  in  the  life  of  every 
day.  Sthenelus  hinds  the  wound  of  Diomedes :  Pelagon  draws 
forth  the  spear  from  the  thigh  of  Sarpedon :  and  Patroclus 
cures  the  arrow-wound  of  Eurypylus.  The  method  of  proceed- 
ing is  usually  very  ^imple;  the  offending  weapon  is  cut  out, 
and  the  wound  bound  up  with  healing  and  soothing  herbs. 
Cheiron,  the  trainer  of  heroes,  taught  to  Achilles  the  science 
of  curing  outward  hurts,  as  part  of  the  ordinary  education  of 
a  chief.  Yet  Podaleirius  and  Machaon,  sons  of  Asklepius,  have, 
in  the  Iliad,  greater  reputation  as  leeches  than  any  other  of 
the  Greek  heroes,  and  are  sent  for,  if  possible,  when  a  warrior 
is  in  need  of  surgical  aid.^  As  to  diseases  which  need  the  care 
of  physicians  rather  than  surgeons,  they  are  seldom  mentioned 
in  the  Epic  poems,  nor  do  we  hear  of  attempts  at  their  syste- 
matic cure. 

In  the  historic  ages  of  Greece,  also,  skill  in  healing  arts 
centres  in  the  clan  of  the  Asklepiadse  and  the  temples  of 
Asklepius.  The  hereditary  priests  of  Asklepius  ministered  to 
and  prescribed  for  the  sick  in  the  temple,  and  as  baths,  fresh 
air,  and  easy  exercise  were  parts  of  their  regime,  they  may  have 
sometimes  been  of  use  without  the  particular  interference  of 
Asklepius. 

But  the  priests  of  the  healing  god  were  yet  not  quite 
without  rivals.  As  early  as  the  Persian  wars  we  find  in 
Greece  a  custom  arising  for  each  city  to  have  and  pay  a  State- 
physician.  Thus  we  find  that  in  the  sixth  century  b.o.  Demo- 
cedes  of  Croton,  after  practising  on  his  own  account  for  a  year 
at  .^Egina,  was  appointed  State-physician  at  a  salary  of  a  talent 
a  year.'  The  Athenians  next  secured  his  services  for  a  talent 
and  two-thirds,  and  lastly  the  wealthy  Polycrates  of  Samos 
attracted  him  from  Athens  by  the  offer  of  two  talents.  In  the 
case  of  these  State-doctors,  the  patients  who  applied  to  them 

'  IL  iv.  200.  ^  Herodot  iii.  131. 
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had  perhaps  no  fees  to  pay ;  but  of  course  in  the  case  of  other 
physicians  a  fee  was  required.  The  amount  of  it  was  some- 
times fixed  beforehand  by  the  doctors,  who  refused  to  under- 
take the  case  until  it  was  agreed  to ;  sometimes  it  was  left  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  patient  Enormous  sums  were  paid  in 
the  latter  case  by  the  wealthy.  The  State  does  not  appear  to 
have  maintained  any  test  or  scrutiny  of  those  who  wished  to 
practise. 

Distinctions  such  as  exist  among  us  between  chemists,  sur- 
geons, and  physicians  were  not  known  to  the  Greeka  The 
doctor  had  an  tarpciov  or  surgery,  full  of  medicines  and  instru- 
ments, such  as  cupping-glasses,  and  even  bathing  apparatus. 
His  assistants,  who  were  sometimes  pupils,  or  more  frequently 
slaves,  carried  out  his  directions  and  dispensed  the  drugs,  or 
even  prescribed  themselves  in  the  cases  of  less  important  and 
less  wealihy  patienta  The  knife  and  the  cupping-glass  were 
among  the  most  frequent  remedies ;  but  the  Greeks  believed 
in  the  medicinal  virtues  of  a  large  number  of  herbs ;  some  of 
which,  such  as  the  silphium,  have  ceased  to  be  used. 

Of  course  in  serious  cases  the  patient  could  not  go  to  the 
iarpiiov,  and  he  then  received  visits  from  the  doctor  at  his 
own  house.  Hippocrates  lays  great  stress  on  the  maintenance 
by  a  doctor  of  a  becoming  exterior  and  a  quiet  and  reserved 
manner ;  but  it  appears  that  there  were  some  who  disturbed 
their  patients  with  noise  or  offended  them  by  roughness,  and 
others  who  sought  to  daaszle  by  the  splendour  of  their  appa- 
ratus. 

It  is  to  Hippocrates  that  the  ancients  ascribed  the  formula- 
tion of  the  oath  taken  in  some  cities  by  those  who  entered  the 
profession  of  medicine,  and  though  this  attribution  cannot  be 
upheld,  yet  the  oath  is  certainly  early  as  well  as  interesting. 
I  translate  it  in  full :  "  I  swear  by  Apollo  the  Physician, 
Asklepius,  Hygieia  and  Panaceia,  and  all  gods  and  goddesses, 
calling  them  all  to  witness,  that  I  will  fulfil  according  to  my 
power  and  judgment  this  oath  and  promise.  I  will  reverence 
my  teacher  in  this  art  as  my  own  parents,  give  him  of  my  living 
and  fulfil  his  necessities  :  I  will  regard  his  issue  as  my  own 
brothers,  and  will  teach  them  this  art,  if  they  wish  to  learn  it) 
without  pay  or  obligation  :  I  will  admit  to  teaching,  to  lectuie, 
and  all  other  instruction  my  own  sons  and  those  of  my  teacher, 
and  pupils  who  are  articled  and  have  taken  the  oath  pertaining 
to  physicians,  and  none  beside.  I  will  use  a  regimen  suited  to 
the  good  of  the  sick  according  to  my  power  and  judgment,  and 
preserve  them  from  harm  and  injury :  I  wiU  give   no  man 
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poison  at  his  request,  nor  will  give  such  advice  :  likewise  will 
I  administer  no  harmful  drug  to  women.  I  will  preserve  my 
life  and  practise  pure  and  sound.  I  will  not  cut  for  stone,  but 
leave  that  to  those  who  practise  the  matter.  When  I  enter 
a  house,  I  will  go  for  the  good  of  the  sick,  keeping  myself  from 
all  wilful  harm  and  injury,  and  all  lust  towards  man  and 
woman,  free  and  slave.  All  that  I  hear  and  see  in  my  practice 
or  out  of  my  practice  in  ordinary  life,  if  it  should  not  be  told 
outside,  I  will  keep  in  silence,  regarding  this  experience  as 
secret.  If  I  keep  this  oath  sacred,  may  I  be  successful  in  life 
and  practice,  and  in  repute  with  all  men  for  all  time ;  but  if 
I  violate  it  and  commit  perjury,  may  it  be  otherwise  with  me." 

Meantime,  beside  the  growing  schools  of  scientific  medicine, 
there  existed  other  sorts  of  treatment. 

In  all  ages  there  have  been  many  natures  which  have 
revolted  against  the  hard  materialism  which  is  the  dominant 
creed  in  the  high  medical  schools.  In  all  ages  many  have  pre- 
ferred to  look  for  relief  even  from  physical  ailments  to  some 
kind  of  mira<;le ;  have  looked  with  more  favour  on  faith  than 
on  mere  prescriptions  and  drugs.  And  indeed,  if  there  be  any 
value  in  human  testimony,  faith  has  often  been  successful 
where  drugs  have  failed.  Among  the  Greeks,  persons  whose 
temper  was  such  that  they  expected  health  from  mere  mental 
and  spiritual  influences  would  naturally  apply  to  the  temples 
of  Asklepius,  and  enrol  themselves  among  the  votaries  of  the 
healing  god.  In  so  doing,  they  certainly  fell  in  the  way  of 
a  good  deal  of  charlatanry,  but  they  may  nevertheless  in  some 
cases  have  attained  their  object.  The  effects  of  belief,  even  if 
that  belief  be  based  on  insecure  grounds,  may  often  be  solid 
enough. 

The  position  of  the  temple  of  Asklepius  at  Athens  was  in 
winter  pleasant  and  salubrious.  It  was  placed  on  the  douthem 
side  of  the  Acropolis  rock,  and  by  that  rock  was  sheltered 
from  the  cold  winds  of  the  north,  while  exposed  to  the  sun 
and  to  the  breezes  blowing  fresh  from  the  Mgean.  It  was 
above  the  level  of  the  city,  and  looked  over  it  to  ^gina,  "  the 
eyesore  of  the  Piraeus,"  and  Salamis  and  Acrocorinthus.  The 
traces  of  walls  which  still  remain  within  the  precinct  of  the 
deity  may  be  variously  interpreted ;  but  it  is  clear  from  an 
inscription  ^  discovered  in  situ  that  there  were  two  temples 

^  The  ioBcription  (C.  /.  A,  ii.  I,  Addenda  489  b ;  Girard,  p.  6)  records 
how  one  Diocles  repaired  the  propyltea  of  the  precinct,  and  restored  the 
M  temple,  being  allowed  as  a  return  to  place  on  each  an  inscription 
recording  his  liberality. 
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of  the  god,  an  older  and  a  newer ;  and  besides  we  can  trace 
the  ground-plan  of  ranges  of  buildings  of  some  extent^  which 
must  have  served  for  the  abode,  or  at  least  the  temporary 
accommodation,  of  the  crowds  of  votaries  who  came  to  the 
spot  in  search  of  health.  In  one  chamber  is  a  well,  used  no 
doubt  for  the  ablutions  which  the  god  frequently  prescribed, 
and  which,  together  with  gentle  walks  in  the  airy  and  warm 
galleries,  go  far  to  explain  some  of  the  cures  which  took 
place. 

The  temples  were  not  more  than  small  chapels,  and  filled 
with  inscriptions  and  with  reliefs  set  up  by  those  who  bad 
been  cured,  and  articles  of  value  given  by  them  as  a  fee  to 
the  healing  god.  Some  of  the  reliefs  and  some  of  the  inacrip- 
tions  remain  to  our  days.  The  reliefs  are  mostly  of  one  class  : 
they  represent  Asklepius  and  Hygieia,  or  sometimes  Asklepius 
with  other  members  of  his  family,  standing  or  seated  in  dignity, 
and  approached  by  a  train  of  votaries,  who  bring  with  them 
sometimes  an  animal  for  sacrifice.  Some  of  these  reliefs  belong 
to  a  good  time  of  art»  and  are  in  composition  and  execution 
most  pleasing.  But  though  these  larger  ancUhemata  alone 
survive,  the  inscriptions  tell  us  of  many  others  which  have 
long  since  been  stolen  or  destroyed.  It  was  a  common  custom 
to  dedicate  to  Asklepius  a  model  in  precious  metal,  in  stone,  or 
in  wax  of  that  part  of  the  body  which  had  been  healed  by  his 
intervention.  Some  people  have  fancied  that  an  accumulation 
of  votive  offerings  of  this  kind  might  in  time  constitute  a  sort 
of  museum  of  pathology  and  be  very  instructive  to  students. 
But  those  who  entertain  such  a  fancy  can  understand  but  little 
of  the  sBsthetic  and  artistic  side  of  the  Greek  nature.  Such 
models  would  not  represent  the  diseased  member  in  its  ab- 
normal condition,  but  in  that  healthy  condition  to  which  it 
was  restored  by  the  god.  It  was  health  and  beauty,  not  disease 
and  deformity,  which  Greek  artists  depicted.  This  is  no  mere 
theoretical  assertion ;  we  possess  in  our  museums  a  large 
number  of  stone  models  of  eyes,  breasts,  arms  and  feet^  and 
other  parts  of  the  human  body,  dedicated  in  memory  of  cures 
in  ancient  times,  and  many  of  these  belong  to  a  later  time, 
when  the  purity  of  Greek  artistic  taste  was  overlaid  by  the 
barbarism  of  Asia  and  the  realism  of  Rome.  Yet  they  repre- 
sent health  merely ;  or,  if  there  be  an  allusion  to  disease,  it  is 
no  brutal  transcript  but  a  mere  hint 

We  read  also,  in  the  inscriptions,  of  votive  cocks  made  in 
the  cheapest  of  aU  materials,  terra-cotta,  and  dedicated  either 
by  those  who  were  very  poor,  or  by  such  mean  worshippers 
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as  the  fit#c/oo</»fcA,oTt/ju>s  of  Theophrastus,  who  dedicates  in  the 
temple  of  Asklepius  a  bronze  ring,  and  goes  every  day  to  clean 
it  and  rub  it  with  oil.  But  many  of  the  thank- offerings  pre- 
sented to  the  temple  were  of  quite  another  class,  cups  of  silver 
and  gold,  jewels  of  value,  censers  and  tripods. 

The  inscriptions  found  at  Athens  enlighten  us  as  to  the 
number  and  character  of  these  dedications ;  they  go  into  the 
utmost  detail,  and  even  describe  the  place  where  each  was 
deposited,  by  such  phrases  as  "in  the  second  row,"  "behind 
the  door,"  and  the  like.  They  also  preserve  to  us  decrees 
passed  by  the  people  in  regard  to  the  temple,  and  record  the 
names  of  priests ;  but  they  do  not  give  us,  what  is  of  far 
more  interest  in  the  present  day,  a  record  of  the  cures  wrought 
in  the  temple.  For  that  we  must  turn  to  the  inscriptions  dis- 
covered in  the  great  Asklepian  shrine  at  Epidaurus,  the  native 
city  of  the  god.  Of  these  inscriptions,  and  the  cures  recorded 
in  them,  an  account  will  be  found  in  my  New  Chapters  in  Greek 
History  (ch.  xii.),  from  which  the  preceding  paragraphs  are 
taken.^  The  record  is  far  more  interesting  from  the  light 
which  it  throws  on  ancient  beliefs  and  manners  than  from  any 
information  which  it  gives  us  as  to  the  state  of  medicine  in 
antiquity.  For  the  cures  in  no  case  result  from  any  methodical 
treatment  of  disease,  but  rather  from  the  direct  interposition  of 
the  god  Asklepius,  who  either  in  a  dream  gives  directions  to 
the  patient,  or  more  often  with  his  own  hands  removes  the 
root  of  the  evil.  The  tnodus  operandi  is  set  forth  in  still  more 
detail  in  the  well-known  passage  in  the  Plutua  of  Aristophanes, 
in  which  Flutus  is  represented  as  being  cured  of  his  blindness 
through  sleeping  in  the  precinct  of  Asklepius  at  Athens,  and 
there  receiving  the  personal  ministrations  of  the  divine  physi- 
cian. And  doubtless,  throughout  later  Greek  history,  the 
shrines,  not  only  of  Asklepius,  but  of  many  other  divine  and 
semi-divine  healers,  were  thronged  by  a  crowd  of  credulous 
votaries. 

In  later  Greek  times  some  of  the  doctors  devoted  their 
attention  to  a  special  part  of  the  human  frame,  the  eye,  the 
ear,  or  the  teeth,  and  strove  to  make  a  wide  reputation  for 
skill  in  their  special  branch  of  the  art.  We  even  find  traces 
of  distinct  schools  or  sects  of  physicians,  such  as  that  of  the 
larpaXeiTrrai,  who  used  embrocations  and  baths,  together  with 
diet  and  regimen,  rather  than  herbs  or  the  knife.  But  the 
poor  in  all  ages  of   Greece  were  the  ready  prey  of  the  un- 

'  By  permission  of  Messrp.  Murray. 
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■cientific  quacks  who  went  from  marketplace  to  maiket-place 
boasting  the  value  of  their  own  special  nostramy  or  of  wise 
men  and  women,  who  professed  to  cure  by  the  use  of  magical 
arts.  Indeed,  the  line  between  medicine  and  magic  was  a  very 
shadowy  one;  the  ancients  did  not  widely  distingnish  the 
effects  of  herbs  and  regimen  from  those  of  spells  and  incan- 
tations, tvifSai^  and  the  latter  were  openly  mingled  ¥rith  the 
former  by  all  but  the  trained  physiciana  A  prominent  place 
was  occupied  among  magicians  in  Hellenistic  times  by  the 
priests  of  Ibis,  Cybele,  and  other  outlandish  deities. 


CHAPTER  VII 

BURIAL   AND    TOMBS 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  Greeks,  like  all  nations  on  the 
same  level  of  civilisation,  attached  extraordinary  importance  to 
the  due  performance  of  the  funeral  rites.  This  was  the  first 
and  most  sacred  duty  of  a  man's  heirs ;  and  the  strong  desire 
of  the  Greeks  to  have  a  son  was  in  gi-eat  part  caused  by  the 
hope  that  a  son  would  duly  perform  the  funeral  rites.  The 
son  who  would  utterly  renounce  his  father  threatened  that  he 
would  not  bury  him.^  It  is  well  known  what  an  extraordinary 
passion  of  rago  and  shame  swept  over  the  Athenian  people 
when  they  heard  that  their  fallen  comrades  had  been  left  un- 
buried  at  ArginusoL  Becker  8ui)pose8  that  the  care  for  sepulture 
arose  originally  from  prudential  consideration  for  the  living ; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  survival  of  some  of  the  most 
primitive  and  deei>8eatcd  feelings  of  our  race,  according  to 
which  the  man  unburied  has  no  home,  is  exposed  to  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  and  the  attacks  of  wild  beasts.  It 
was  very  long  before  mankind  recognised  that  the  dead  are 
insensible  to  these  inconvenience&^  This  fancy  dictated  among 
the  Greeks  the  belief  that  the  souls  of  the  unburied  were  not 
admitted  to  Hades,  but  wandered  disconsolate  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  their  bodies.  In  war-time  it  was  an  acknowledged 
principle  that  each  side  should  bury  their  own  dead;  but  if 
this  were  not  possible,  a  Greek  would  not  hesitate  to  bury  a 

1  AleeuU,  665. 

*  So  Luci-etiufl,   iii.  878.      "Facit  esse    sui    quiddam  super   inactuB 
ipie." 
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Greek  foe,  except  in  cases  whei^  there  was  excessive  exaspera- 
tion. It  is  considered  most  harsh  and  cruel  in  the  Antigone 
that  Creon  should  forbid  the  burial  of  the  body  of  his  enemy 
Polynices. 

Immediately  on  a  man's  death,  his  eyes  and  mouth  were 
closed  by  liis  nearest  relative  and  a  cloth  placed  over  his  head. 
Then  the  women  of  the  family  washed  and  salved  the  corpse, 
dressed  it  in  clean  white  attire,  adurned  it  with  raivtai  or 
woollen  fillets,  crowned  it  with  flowers  and  wreaths  of  vine  and 
the  plant  called  optyavos,^  and  laid  it  on  a  state  couch,  with  the 
face  turned  towards  the  door.  In  the  mouth,  the  usual  Greek 
receptacle  for  small  change,  was  placed  the  obol,  the  vavXov  or 
fee  of  Charon,  which  is  still  frequently  found  in  that  situation 
when  Greek  graves  are  searched.  That  a  honey-cake  (/xcXtTTowa) 
for  Cerberus  was  placed  in  the  hand  of  the  dead  is  asserted  by 
the  Scholiast  of  Aristophanes,^  but  has  been  doubted.  Friends 
and  relatives  were  then  invited  to  come  and  pay  the  dead  a 
last  visit,  and  thronged  about  his  couch  amid  the  lamentations 
of  mourners  and  the  wailing  dirge  of  hired  singing-women 
(Ofn)v(^i),  Each  guest  took  farewell  in  his  own  way,  and  as 
he  departed  sprinkled  himself  with  water  from  a  vessel  placed 
before  the  house-door,  so  as  to  purify  himself  from  ceremonial 
unclean ness.  In  modern  Greece  a  vessel  of  consecrated  water 
is  placed  beside  the  corpse  with  a  similar  view.  This  solemn 
irpoO&Tis  took  place  on  the  day  after  death,  and  might  serve  a 
useful  purpose  as  well  as  gratify  the  feelings  of  friends,  because 
it  offered  security  that  the  dead  man  had  not  been  made  away 
with,  and  that  he  was  really  dead  and  in  no  trance.  Solon 
spared  the  custom  in  his  legislation,  though  he  made  sumptuary 
laws  to  restrain  the  extravagant  show  of  grief  in  the  house 
of  death.^ 

^  Aristoph.  Ecdetiaz.  1030,  specially  mentions  the  dpiyupoi. 

*  Aristoph.  LytisL  6cx),  and  Scholiast. 

'  A  number  of  scenes  of  rpMeais  are  represented  on  Greek  vases  and 
tablets,  especially  on  the  \wrp6<l>opoif  of  which  we  have  spoken  under  the 
head  of  Marrituje,  the  vessels  used  for  bringing  water  from  the  spring  for 
the  nuptial  bath,  and  on  the  white  Attic  Ukythi,  which  were  specially 
made  to  be  placed  in  graves.  On  a  prehistoric  Athenian  vase  {Mon.  deW 
Inst.  ix.  39)  we  see  the  deceased  lying  on  a  couch  amid  wailing  relatives 
and  mourners.  Later  scenes  of  similar  import  will  be  found  in  our 
engraving,  and  in  Benndorf*s  OrieeL  und  Sicil,  V<uenbUdcr,  PI.  i.,  xxxiii. ; 
Mon.  deW  Inst,  viii.  5,  &c.  Sometimes  about  the  couch  flutter  souls, 
depicted  as  minute  winged  figures,  who  seem  to  have  come  to  accompany 
the  spirit  to  the  land  of  Hades.  That  the  women  who  throng  these 
scenes  are  usually  relatives  may  be  seen  from  Benndorf ,  PI.  i. ,  where  the 
names  sister,  aunt,  and  the  like  are  written  beside  various  mourners. 
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On  the  day  after  the  Trp66vrK  took  place  the  ck^/mi  or 
burial,  which  was  accomplished  early  in  the  morning  before 
the  sun  had  risen.  On  a  couch,  probably  that  on  which  it 
had  lain  in  state,  the  body  was  brought  forth,  carefully  tended 
and  decked,  crowned  with  a  wreath  and  clad  in  fair  robes,  and 
placed  on  a  waggon  or  un  the  shoulders  of  selected  friends  to  be 
borne  to  the  cemetery.  According  to  the  Solonic  law,  the  men 
walked  before  the  bier  and  the  women  followed  it,i  but  only 


Via.  aB,— Pbothksib.    (PoHler,  L^gtku  Bianct,  pi.  i.) 


women  who  were  above  sixty  years  of  age  or  near  relatives 
were  allowed  to  be  present.  The  wailing  women,  who  had 
lieen  stationed  in  the  room  with  the  corpse,  followed  it  to  the 
grave,^  making  loud  lamentations,  and  flute-players  accom- 
panied their  lamentatione. 

Formerly  it  was  disputed  whether  the  Greeks  buried  or 
burned  their  dead,  but  it  is  now  recognised  that  both 
customs  existed  simultaneously.     This  it   would  be  easy  to 


'  Demoath.  p.  1071. 
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of  the    classical   writers,   with   whom 


IIIHI 


Karo/nrrrciv  and  Kaltiv  both  frequently  occur  in  describing  the 
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process  of  disposing  of  the  dead,^  but  their  citation  is  the 
less  necessary  because  excavations  on  the  site  of  Greek  ceme- 
teries disclose  to  us  in  near  proximity  to  one  another  the 
bones  of  the  buried  and  the  ashes  of  the  burned.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  custom  varied  with  classes  and  with  times.  In 
Homeric  times  we  hear  much  of  burning;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  the  stories  of  how  the  bones  of  Theseus  were  moved  to 
Athens,  and  those  of  Orestes  to  Sparta,  show  that  in  popular 
belief  those  heroes  were  buried.  It  would  seem  that  burning 
became  less  usual  during  the  historic  ages,  and  was  reserved 
for  more  distinguished  men.  Nor  was  it  universal  even  in 
their  case.  We  hear,  for  instance,  that  when  a  Spartan  king  ^ 
died  abroad,  his  body  was  embalmed  in  honey  and  brought 
home  for  burial.  The  practice  of  burning  seems  to  have 
revived  in  the  third  and  second  centuries  B.C.,  and  at  a  later 
period  the  repugnance  felt  by  the  Christians  for  burning  some- 
what recommended  it  to  the  Pagan  part  of  the  community. 
But  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  burning  caused  it  at  all 
periods  of  Greek  history  to  be  somewhat  exceptional,  a  dis- 
tinction reserved  for  the  few. 

In  cases  of  burning,  the  pyre  (irvpd)  was  probably  erected  at 
or  near  the  place  reserved  for  the  tomb.  After  the  pyre  had 
burned  itself  out,  the  human  ashes,  which  are  easily  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  those  of  wood,  were  carefully  collected  and 
placed  in  a  vase  of  clay  or  bronze.^  In  cases  of  burial,  a  coffin 
was  unusual,  but  sometimes  a  chest  of  wood  or  terra-cotta,  or 
even  a  stone  sarcophagus,  was  used.  The  friends,  standing  by 
the  grave  as  it  was  filled,  threw  in  terra-cotta  images  or  vessels 
or  ornaments  such  as  the  dead  had  loved,  and  such  as  are  now 
found  scattered  in  and  over  Greek  tombs. 

Beyond  these  we  hear  of  no  ceremonies ;  no  oration,  as  among 
the  Romans,  except  in  the  rare  case  of  a  public  funeral ;  no 
prayers  and  no  religious  usages."  The  body  Was  laid  in  the 
ground  and  covered  up,  and  the  company  returned  to  the 
house  of  the  nearest  relative,  where  the  funeral  feast  (ircpiSciirvoF) 
was  spread.  We  are  told  that  the  sight  of  it  tended  in  an 
extraordinary  degree  to  remove  the  traces  of  grief  from  the 

>  Cf.  Phtedoy  115  s.  '  Xenophon,  HelL  v.  3,  19. 

'  The  funeral  pyre  and  the  collection  of  the  ashes  are  represented  on 
several  Greek  vases.  On  a  vane  published  by  Grerhard  (AnL  Bildwerie, 
pi.  31)  is  represented  the  burning  of  the  body  of  Herakles,  while  he  him- 
self is  borne  aloft  in  a  quadriga.  A  woman  meantime  pours  wine  or 
water  on  the  embers,  in  order  to  extinguish  them,  so  that  the  ashes  may  be 
collected. 
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faces  of  the  mourners.  The  deceased  man  was  regarded  as  the 
hoet,  and  speeches  were  mode  in  which  he  was  higlily  lauded. 
Sometimes,  when  many  people  fell  by  a  common  catastrophe, 
one  feast  was  held  in  honour  of  aU.  Thus  after  the  battle  of 
QiKroneia  the  irtpi&nTvov  was  held  at  the  house  of  Demos- 
thenes, who  had  been  selected  to  make  the  funeral  oration. 

At  intervals  sacrifices  were  offered  at  the  tomb  or  rip<fov. 
The  first  took  place  on  the  third  day  (rpira),  the  next  on  the 
ninth  day  (ivara).    These  sacrifices  were  repeated  at  the  wnwrin, 


the  All-Souls'  Day  of  the  ancients,  as  well  as  on  the  birthday 
of  the  deceased  (ycvfcrui),'  and  the  anniversary  of  the  day  of 
death  was  also  marked  by  sacrifices.  These  consisted  usually 
of  xoai,  the  ingredients  of  which  are  given  by  /Eschylus  '  as 
milk,  honey,  water,  wine,  olives,  and  flowers ;  but  sometimes 
blood  was  mingled  with  the  other  substances.  In  all  these 
ceremonies  we  see  a  close  resemblance  between  Greek  customs 
and  those  of  the  Egyptians  as  exhibited  in  the  Egyptian  tombs. 
Funeral  feasts,  the  vckutm,  the  furnishing  of  tombs,  were  all 

'  Hsrcxiot.  iv.  16.  •  Peri.  615. 
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Egyptian  customs,  and  the  early  Athenian  vase-paintings,  which 
give  us  representations  of  mourning  and  of  burials,  are  similar 
to  those  on  the  walls  of  the  Egyptian  tombs. 

The  offerings  to  the  dead  are  k  frequent  subject  in  ancient 
art.  On  the  white  Attic  lekythi  the  deceased  are  commonly 
depicted  as  seated  on  the  steps  of  their  monuments,  while 
votaries  bring  wreaths,  fillets,  and  other  offerings.  In  the 
reliefs  of  tombs,  especially  in  later  Greece,  we  have  representa- 
tions of  heroised  men  and  women  banqueting,  while  figures 
on  a  smaller  scale,  no  doubt  survivors,  do  them  homage.  The 
scene  of  these  banquets  may  be  supposed  to  be  either  the  tomb 
itself  or  Hades ;  the  offerings  were  of  course  made  at  the  tomb, 
but  <their  effect  was  supposed  to  reach  the  world  of  shades. 

In  an  able  paper  on  the  tombs  of  Athens,^  Dr.  Briickner 
sums  up  the  evidence  derived  from  excavation.  He  shows 
that  in  earlier  times,  the  seventh  century  and  thereabouts, 
bodies  were  seldom  burned,  almost  always  buried.  The  graves 
at  this  time  were  roofed  with  wood;  over  them  was  left  a 
ditch  containing  a  large  terra-cotta  vessel  for  the  reception  of 
offerings,  while  within  was  stored  pottery  of  all  sorts,  gold 
diadems,  iron  weapons,  spindle- whorls  of  terra-cotta,  and  the 
like.  After  the  sumptuary  laws  of  Solon,  the  contents  of 
graves  are  simpler,  only  lekythi  and  unguent  vessels,  mirrors 
for  women,  and  playthings  for  children.  The  legislation  of 
Demetrius  Phalereus,  b.c.  317-307,  again  increased  the  sim- 
plicity of  burials,  and  for  a  century  after  his  time  the  noble 
sepulchral  monuments  which  had  arisen  in  Athens  in  such 
numbers  during  the  fourth  century  entirely  cease. 

Tombs  erected  over  bodies  buried  in  the  soil  sometimes  pre- 
served in  appearance  something  of  the  character  of  a  chapel 
or  heroon  with  pillars  and  pediment,  but  more  often  take  the 
form  of  simple  monuments,  upright  slabs  ((rr^Aai),  or  pillars 
(Ktoves),  set  to  mark  the  spot,  and  to  record  the  memory  of  the 
dead.  The  principal  roads,  as  they  approached  a  Greek  city, 
were  commonly  bordered  on  both  sides  with  long  lines  of  such 
monuments.  At  Athens  a  small  section  of  the  sacred  way  leading 
to  Eleusis  has  been  preserved  in  part,  and  the  tombs  on  each 
side  of  it  still  remain  where  they  were  erected.  Both  the 
representations  and  the  inscriptions  on  these  tombs  throw  an 
interesting  light  on  ancient  life,  and  illustrate  admirably  the 
Greek  notions  of  death.^ 

*  Archdol.  JaJirbueh,  Anzciyer,  1892,  p.  19. 

'  For  a  fuller  account  of  the  character  of  Greek  tombs  see  my  Nr» 
Chaptera  in  Greek  ffutoryt  chapn.  x.  and  xi. 
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They  uauttlly  present  to  ub,  carve<t  in  very  higli  relief,  a  scene 
from  the  daily  life  of  the  dccoaaed  person.  If  he  were  a  youth 
given  to  the  chase,  we  see  him  with  dogs  or  attacking  the 
boar.  If  he  were  a  knight,  we  see  him  charging  on  horseback. 
If  he  were  shipwrecked,  he  sits  desolately  on  a  rock  or  else 
on  the  treacherous  ship.  Artisans  are  represented  with  tlie 
tools  of  their  profession;  women  at  their  daily  task  of  self- 


Fia.  31. '— OrpstUHQa  At  Tomb.    (Pettier,  lAcytha  Blanet,  pi.  4.) 


adornment,  or  sporting  with  children  and  favourite  animals. 
The  family  meal  is  a  frequent  subject  of  these  reliefs ;  more 
often  still  there  is  a  scene  of  departure,  where  one  nbout  to 
start  on  a  journey  grasps  the  hand  of  wife,  brother,  or  friend. 
Very  often  we  find  a  domestic  scene  of  no  special  significance, 

ing.     A 
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the  family  being  merely  grouped  to  adorn  the  famil}'  grave. 
Sometimes  in  place  of  the  upright  stele  we  find  a  waterpot 
(vBpia  or  XovTpo<f>6pos;)  in  stone ;  and  in  such  cases  modem 
authorities,  supported  by  a  passage  of  Demosthenes,^  see  the 
grave  of  one  who  died  before  marriage. 

The  inscriptions  on  tombs  were  usually  very  brief,  containing 
little  more  than  would  serve  to  identify  the  dead,  his  name, 
his  father's  name,  and  that  of  the  city  or  demo  to  which  he 
belonged.  At  Athens,  in  particular,  when  we  find  a  longer 
epitaph,  and  especially  one  in  verse,  we  may  be  pretty  sure 
that  the  tomb  bearing  it  was  either  erected  at  a  late  date  or  in 
honour  of  one  of  the  resident  strangers  who  abounded  in  the 
city.  At  Sicyon  only  the  name  of  the  deceased  and  that  of 
his  father  was  placed  on  a  tomb ;  the  rigorous  laws  of  Sparta 
are  said  not  to  have  allowed  even  the  name  to  appear.  One 
class  of  inscriptions,  however,  which  does  not  quite  accord  with 
modern  notions,  deserves  special  mention.  It  consists  of  those 
which  express  a  curse  against  all  who  shall  interfere  with  or 
desecrate  the  tomb.  This  curse  is  sometimes  expressed  at  great 
length,  and  with  what  is  to  us  loathsome  detail.  The  custom, 
however,  does  not  properly  belong  to  the  best  times  of  Greece, 
but  to  the  Macedonian  age,  when  sacrilege  had  become  a  less 
rare  vice,  and  the  ties  which  united  fellow-citizens  were  losing 
their  force. 

The  customs  of  mourning  varied  in  the  various  Greek  cities. 
The  outward  signs  of  it  Avero  cutting  the  hair  close  and  putting 
on  black  garments.  Hence  the  boast  of  Pericles,  ovScis  Bl  c/ic 
Twv  6vru)v  'AOrjvaiitiv  jxtkav  IfidrLov  ir€/>te/?aA.eTO.^  At  Argos, 
however,  white  is  said  to  have  been  customary.  It  was  thought 
very  unseemly  in  a  mourner  to  enter  the  house  of  feasting  or 
do  anything  inconsistent  with  grief  and  retirement.  Both  men 
and  women  neglected  the  care  of  their  persons  and  ceased  all 
personal  adornment.  The  length  of  the  mourning  was  thirty 
days  at  Athens  and  Argos ;  at  Sparta  it  was  limited  to  twelve 
days,  but  at  most  places  it  was  longer.  Indeed,  when  the  lost 
person  was  a  very  near  relative,  we  can  scarcely  imagine  that 
the  signs  of  grief  were  so  soon  laid  aside. 

Certain  persons  were  deprived  of  the  right  of  formal  burial. 
Among  these  were  persons  struck  by  lightning,  who  were  re- 
garded as  the  prey  of  a  deity ;  also  traitors  to  their  country, 
and  others  who  had  committed  notorious  crimes.  Suicides 
were  buried  at  night  in  an  informal  manner,  and  their  right 

^  Ad  Leoeh.  p.  ioS6.  '  Plutarch,  PcricL  38. 
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hands  were  cut  off.  Those  who  died  at  sea,  ¥iere  devoured 
by  wild  beasts,  or  otherwise  disappeared,  were  honoured  with 
cenotaphs  by  their  friends,  and  sojue  of  the  funeral  ceremonies 
carried  through.  By  the  grave  of  those  who  had  been  murdered 
a  s{)ear  was  set  in  the  ground,  which  the  relatives  had  to 
watch  for  a  space  of  throe  days.^ 

'  DeuioBth.  in  Ktierg.  p.  11 60. 
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CHAPTER  I 

AGRICULTURE  AND  PASTURAGE 

The  Achseans,  as  they  come  before  us  in  the  Homeric  poems, 
are  rather  a  pastoral  than  an  agricultural  race.  It  is  in  their 
herds  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine,  rather  than  in  the  produce 
of  their  lands,  that  the  wealth  of  the  heroic  kings  consisted. 
It  was  cattle  which  furnished  them  with  a  measure  of  value ; 
and  cattle,  together  with  slaves,  were  the  most  valuable  spoil 
which  they  secured  in  their  military  and  piratical  expeditions. 
Thucydides  traces  the  same  lines  as  Homer.  In  early  times, 
he  tells  us,^  the  insecurity  of  property  was  too  great  to  allow 
of  the  planting  of  trees,  which  would  of  course  lie  at  the  mercy 
of  an  invading  enemy.  And  although  men  tilled  the  ground, 
the  harvest  would  very  often  fall  to  the  foe,  whereas  cattle 
could  on  an  alarm  be  driven  to  a  place  of  safety. 

We  read  of  kings'  sons  who  were  herdsmen  and  shepherds, 
such  as  Paris  and  Ganymedes  and  Anchises:  and  Eumseus 
the  divine  swineherd  seems  to  have  been  a  person  of  conse- 
quence in  the  island  of  Ithaca.  In  some  instances,  too,  they 
are  represented  as  occupied  in  agriculture.  In  the  stately 
scenes  of  the  Homeric  shield,  while  the  reapers  cut  and  bind 
the  corn,  the  master  stands  by,  leaning  on  his  staff  and  rejoic- 
ing in  his  heart.  But  the  aged  Laertes,  father  of  Odysseus,  is 
found  by  that  hero  clad  in  skins  labouring  in  digging  his  own 
land.  And  the  story  goes,  that  when  the  chiefs  came  to  fetch 
Odysseus  himself  to  the  war  against  Troy,  they  found  him,  like 
Cincinnatus,  occupied  in  ploughing.  But  Odysseus  and  all  his 
belongings  are  at  a  lower  stage  of  material  splendour  than  the 
heroes  of  iEacid  and  Pelopid  race. 

^  Thucyd.  i.  2. 
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It  is  probable  that  the  downfall  of  the  AchAan  race  waa 
followed  by  a  time  of  greater  simplicity,  when  the  aristocracy 
of  the  Greek  tribes  lived  on  their  estates  in  the  midst  of  slaves 
and  retainers,  as  did  the  wealthy  inhabitants  of  Elis  even  in 
the  times  of  the  Achsan  League.  But  Greek  civic  life  began 
to  develop  with  irresistible  attraction.  The  rich  thronged  more 
and  more  into  cities,  and  left  the  work  of  their  farms  to  bailiffs 
and  slaves.  There  were  in  particular  two  states  wherein  the 
country  life  fell  into  the  background ;  Athens,  after  the  terri- 
tory of  the  city  had  been  wasted  first  by  the  Persians  and 
afterwards  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Attica  cooped  within  the  city  walls;  and  Sparta,  where  the 
tendency  of  the  proud  burghers  was  to  despise  all  pursuits 
except  war  and  the  chase.  But  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  happened  in  the  same  degree  in  the  other  Greek 
cities.  Even  at  Athens,  although  the  witty  and  luxurious 
citieens  ridiculed  the  yeoman,  avrovpyoSf  as  aypoucos  and  a  lout, 
they  could  not  deny  his  solid  virtues.  In  the  (Ecanomicus 
Xenophon  brings  before  us  Ischomachus  as  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  respected  citizens  of  Athens,  who  understands  in  the 
utmost  detail  the  management  of  crops  and  trees,  and  is  accus- 
tomed daily  to  visit  and  inspect  his  farm.  Another  pupil  of 
Socrates,  Euripides,  goes  so  far  in  the  Orestes^  as  to  say, 
avrov/)yb$,  otirip  koI  /wvol  cio^ovo-i  yyjvf  and  to  describe  for  an 
Athenian  audience  a  manly  fellow  full  of  sense  and  spirit,  but 
a  stranger  to  the  city  and  the  Agora.  The  farmers  of  Aristo- 
phanes are  not  at  all  unkindly  treated  by  him,  and  Strepsiades, 
one  of  them,  marries  a  lady  of  the  highest  family.  Thucydides  ^ 
makes  Pericles  speak  of  the  Peloponnesians,  who  composed 
the  bulk  of  the  Spartan  army,  as  avrovpyoL  Until  the  age 
of  Alexander  and  professional  mercenaries,  all  the  armies  of 
Greece  were  largely  composed  of  men  from  the  plough  and  the 
fold ;  and  all  history  shows  that  avrovpyoi  make  the  best  of  sol- 
diers. The  mere  hired  workers,  on  the  contrary,  were  utterly 
despised. 

La  all  this  we  find  traces  of  archaic  customs  which  belonged 
to  the  entire  Aryan  race.  The  house,  together  with  the  field 
surrounding  it,  which  was  marked  off  by  terminal  stones,  was 
the  original  domain  of  the  self-contained  Aryan  family,  within 
which  the  head  of  each  family  was  supreme.  Hence  the  pos- 
session of  a  domain  was  long  considered  necessary  for  the 
citizen,  and  always  until  the  present  day  property  in  land  has 

*  OretUi,  911,  &4S.  .         .  «  Thucyd.  I.  141. 
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been  more  highly  valued  and  conferred  greater  distinction  than 
any  other  class  of  wealth. 

As  a  whole,  Greece  is  a  country  by  no  means  favourable  to 
agriculture.  There  are  a  few  rich  plains,  more  especially  those 
of  Thessaly  and  Messenia,  but  the  country  is  mostly  rocky, 
barren,  and  uneven,  especially  imsuitable  for  large  farms. 
Hence  the  wealthy  families  of  Greece  did  not^  like  the  Roman 
patricians,  possess  large  landed  estates,  but  invested  their  funds 
in  slaves,  ships,  or  the  mines.  The  system  of  farming  was 
that  adapted  to  peasant  proprietors  or  yeomen ;  and  as  early  as 
the  time  of  Hesiod  we  find  a  set  of  manners  and  a  tone  of 
morality  appropriate  to  that  class.  Curtius  ^  remarks  that  on 
mountain  slopes  in  Peloponnese  one  continually  finds  artificial 
terraces,  which  bear  witness  to  the  care  of  the  ancient  culti- 
vator, terraces  such  as  in  our  day  are  constructed  by  the  peasant 
growers  of  vines  on  the  Swiss  or  French  hillsides.  At  present 
Greece  is  sadly  in  want  of  water.  The  streams  disappear  in 
the  spring,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  year  the  country  presents 
stony  wastes  alternating  with  occasional  swamps.  But  in  old 
days  great  care  was  taken  to  construct  canals  and  reservoirs, 
and  lead  the  water  to  each  plot  of  land  from  the  springs,  an 
operation  mentioned  even  by  Homer.^  The  draining  of  marshes, 
also,  a  work  requiring  abundant  co-operation,  was  carried  on 
all  over  Greece  at  so  early  a  time  that  many  of  these  drainage 
systems  passed  for  the  work  of  Herakles  and  other  legendary 
heroes.  The  keeping  in  order  of  canals  and  watercourses  was 
provided  for  by  many  laws,  and  at  some  places  there  were  even 
i^.  fto\<  magistrates'  {Kpvjv<ov  cirt/icAi^rai)  intrusted  with  the  oversight 
of  them.  As  Greece  is  a  land  of  springs  and  not  of  rivers,  ttiis 
care  made  all  the  difference  to  its  fertiUty. 

Hesiod  ^  speaks  of  two  kinds  of  ploughs,  one  avroyvov,  or 
formed  of  a  single  piece  of  wood,  the  other  7rqKT6v,  or  put 
together.  The  former  is  the  more  primitive.  The  plough  in 
use  among  the  Greeks  at  a  later  time  consisted  of  a  befun  of 
oak,  to  the  upper  surface  of  which  was  fitted  a  pole  to  which 
the  draught-oxen  were  tied,  and  an  upright  pole  with  cross- 
piece  which  was  grasped  by  the  plougher.  Immediately  under 
this  second  pole,  on  the  lower  side  of  the  beam,  was  fixed  the 
iron  ploughshare.  The  great  cheapness  of  labour  in  Greece 
and  the  paucity  of  capital  stood  in  the  way  of  improvements 
in  this  very  rude  instrument ;  and,  in  fact^  much  of  the  pre- 

>  Pdoponnesot,  i.  78.  >  IL  xxi,  257.  g  Ariit  PcL  vi.  8. 

^  Wwkt  and  Dayt,  432.     Gf.  Schreiber,  BUderaUtu,  pL  64. 
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paration  of  fields  for  sowing  was  done  by  slaves  armed  with 
matfcocka  Hesiod  ^  draws  a  curious  picture  of  a  slave  follow- 
ing the  sower  of  seed  with  a  spado  and  covering  the  seed  with 
earth  to  prevent  the  birds  from  getting  it.  The  crop  when 
ripe  was  cut  with  a  crescent-shaped  sickle,  and  apparently  the 
stalks  so  cut  were  gathered  by  hand  ^  and  tied  into  bundles. 
The  threshing  of  corn  was  accomplished  by  the  feet  of  cattle, 
which  were  driven  over  it.  The  straw  was  not  cut  close  to  the 
ground,  but  a  considerable  length  left  standing,  to  be  presently 
ploughed  into  the  ground  for  manure. 

With  regard  to  manuring  generally,  the  ancients  took  con- 
siderable paina  Dung  was  spread  on  the  land  even  in 
Homer's  ^  time.  When  the  land  had  lain  fallow,  and  so  was 
covered  with  weeds,  it  was  ploughed,  and  the  weeds  thrown  on 
it  to  dry  in  the  sun  and  so  increase  its  fertility.  We  even 
iiear  of  mixing  of  earths,  rich  with  poor,  heavy  with  lights  and 
so  forth.  Thrice  a  year  did  the  plough  pass  over  the  field,  in 
early  spring,  in  summer,  and  in  autumn  just  before  the  sow- 
ing. Greek  farmers  were  alive  no  less  than  English  to  the 
advantage  of  deep  ploughing,^  that  the  raw  earth  may  be 
well  exposed  to  the  sun.  Sowing  began  about  nth  November, 
at  the  setting  of  the  Pleiads,^  a  few  days  before  the  winter 
rains  were  expected  to  set  in,  and  harvest  at  the  rising  of  the 
same  constellation  in  May.  The  labour  of  the  field  did  not 
end  with  sowing ;  hoeing  had  to  be  done  on  either  side  of  the 
standing  lines  of  com ;  and  on  specially  good  soil,  such  as  that 
of  Sicily,  the  young  com  was  sometimes  mowed  down  to  pre- 
vent it  from  growing  too  strong  in  straw. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  agriculture  in  Attica  suffered 
more  and  more  as  time  went  on,  though  to  a  less  degree  than 
that  of  Italy  in  Imperial  times,  from  the  competition  of  richer 
soil&  Great  cargoes  of  com  from  Egypt  and  Sicily  and  the 
Black  Sea  constantly  arrived  in  the  Piraeus,  and  the  people  of 
Athens  learned  the  fatal  lesson  that  it  was  easier  to  buy 
agricultural  produce  with  money  wrung  from  the  allies  or 
extracted  from  the  mines  at  Laurium  than  to  grow  it  on  the 
rugged  soil  round  Athens.  For  a  long  while  after  Solon's 
legislation  the  yeoman  held  his  own,  but  the  class  never 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  when  for 
a  long  time  Attica   outside  the  walls  of  Athens  was  utterly 

*  Works  and  Dayt,  469.  *  Iliads  xviii.  553. 

*  Od.  xvii.  297.  *  Xenoph.  (Econ,  16,  12. 
^  Heaiod,  Works  and  Days,  383. 
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unsafe.  The  fanners  took  refuge  in  the  city,  and  either 
sank  into  members  of  the  city  mob,  or  found  their  way  to 
KXrfpov\iai  beyond  the  seas. 

Grass-lands  in  Greece  were  mostly  used  for  pasture,  and  not 
kept  for  hay,  a  rule  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  Greek  soil 
and  the  absence  of  spring  rain.  The  planting  of  vines  was  an 
important  branch  of  industry,  and  one  which  occupied  many 
hands.  The  vines  were  mostly  trained  on  stakes,  sometimes  on 
other  trees ;  and  the  feast  wluch  accompanied  the  gathering  of 
the  grapes  was  of  a  joyous  and  self-indulgent  character.  As 
the  Greeks  lived  mostly  on  vegetable  food,  the  spade-industry 
of  the  vegetable  garden  must  have  flourished.  Oil,  also,  for 
the  needs  of  cookery  and  for  rubbing  the  body,  was  required  in 
great  quantities ;  that  of  Attica  was  noted  for  its  exceUence ; 
but  wherever  the  Greek  went  to  settle,  the  olive-tree  accom- 
panied hinL  Flowers  were  grown  for  sale ;  the  vending  of  the 
numerous  kinds  of  wreaths  used  at  various  times  occupying  a 
section  of  the  market;  but  private  gardens  were  not  usual 
in  cities,  there  being  indeed  no  room  for  them.  Only  in  the 
suburbs  could  they  extend;  the  example  of  Epicurus  in  late 
times  gave  a  stimulus  to  their  spread. 

With  regard  to  their  live  stock,  the  Greeks  from  very  early 
times  took  pains  with  the  breed,  and  endeavoured  to  improve 
it.  Thus  we  hear  that  Polycrates  imported  into  Samos  sheep 
from  Athens  and  Miletus,  and  dogs  from  Lacedaemon  and 
Epirus.  Theognis  remarks  on  the  fact  that  the  beat  goats, 
donkeys,  and  horses  are  chosen  for  stud  purposes.  At  a  later 
time  Philip  of  Macedon  imported  into  Macedon  thousands  of 
Scythian  mares.  The  horse  was  hot  used  for  purposes  of  farm- 
ing, and  was  at  all  times  somewhat  scarce  in  Greece.  It  was 
used  in  war  and  for  riding  when  the  master  was  on  a  journey, 
as  well  as  for  racing  purposes,  whether  detached  or  harnessed 
to  one  of  the  racing  chariots  of  later  Greece.  From  the  small 
numbers  of  the  Greek  cavalry  we  may  judge  of  the  paucity  of 
Greek  horses.  Thessaly  was  pre-eminently  their  country,  as 
is  shown  by  the  legends  of  the  Thessalian  Centaurs.  Yet  the 
whole  number  of  Thessalian  cavalry  is  reckoned  by  the  Phar- 
salian  Polydamas  ^  at  six  thousand,  and  by  Isocrates  ^  at  about 
three  thousand.  Boeotia  was  also  a  country  celebrated  for  its 
horses,  yet  in  the  battle  of  Delium  ^  we  find  only  a  thousand 
Boeotian  cavalry,  while  at  the  battle  of  Corinth  in  b.c.  394 
they  amounted  to  but  eight  hundred.     At  the  same  battle 
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there  were  present  only  six  hundred  Athenian  cavalry,  and  it  is 
improbable  that  the  cavalry  force  of  Athens  in  Athens'  greatest 
time  exceeded  twelve  hundred.  The  LacedsemonianA  had  little 
cavalry  except  mercenaries.  Speaking  generally,  we  may  fairly 
assume  that  in  the  autonomous  times  of  Greece  wealthy  men 
kept  one  horse.  Only  the  very  wealthy  could  compete  at  the 
Olympian  chariot*race.  This  statement  is  coniRrmed  by  the 
fact  that  in  Attica  a  poor  horse  cost  three  minas,  a  good  one 
twelve,  while  for  Bucephalus  Alexander  is  said  to  have  given 
thirteen  talents. 

The  place  of  horses  on  farms  or  for  purposes  of  drawing  was 
taken  by  mules  and  asses,  which  were  frequently  used  for  the 
plough  and  in  carts..  The  asses  of  the  mountainous  Arcadia 
and  the  mares  of  Elis  produced  a  notable  breed  of  mules,  such 
as  drew  the  mule^^hariots  in  the  Olympic  races.  Anaxilaus  of 
Khegium  was  so  proud  of  winning  the  Olympian  race  with 
a  biga  of  mules,  that  he  adiopted  it  thenceforth  as  the  type  of 
his  coina  Oxen,  sheep,  and  goats  found  abundant  pasture  in 
early  times  in  Greece.  Oxen  in  particular  seem  to  have  been 
in  the  Homeric  age  very  abundant 

Early  in  the  fourth  century  b.c.  we  learn  from  Attic  inscrip- 
tions that  oxen  for  sacrifice  cost  fifty  to  eighty  drachms.  The 
fact  is  that  after  the  legislation  of  Solon  the  plough  gradually 
encroached  mote  and  more  on  the  pastures  of  the  cattle,  and 
the  numbers  of  the  latter  diminished.  '  We  even  hear  of  their 
importation  from  the  shores  of  the- Black  Sea.  Apparently 
they  were  used  for  sacrifice  rather  than  other  purposes ;  for 
milking  goats  were  much  preferred.  The  Greeks  drank  milk 
and  made  it  into  cheese,  though  they  do  not  seem  to  have  used 
butter,  and  goats  were  kept  almost  exclusively  to  supply  those 
articles  of  food.  Sheep  were  of  the  greatest  use  to  the  Greeks, 
an  their  flesh  was  the  usual  animal  food,  and  of  their  wool 
much  of  the  dress  of  Both  men  and  women  was  made.  Hence 
great  care  was  taken  to  improve  the  breed,  and  the  wool  of  fine 
sheep  was  often  protected  from  injury  by  clothing  the  animal 
while  yet  alive  in  a  skin.  Asia  Minor  was  a  great  wool-pro- 
ducing region,  the  district  of  Miletus  especially  noted.  The 
shepherds  were  very  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  sheep  they 
tended^  one  to  fifty,  or  at  least  one  to  a  huiidred,  the  labour  of 
slaves  beiiig  very  cheap  and  very  ineffective.  Of  great  pasture 
farms  w^  find  an  interesting  record  in  an  inscription  from 
Orchomeitiis  in  Boeotia,^  where  is  recorded  the  letting  of 
pofltuto  for.  two!  hundred  and  twenty  horses  and  cattle-  and  a 
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thousand  sheep  and  goats.  The  pig  was  commoner  in  the 
Homeric  times  of  the  divine  Eumieus  and  in  the  ruder  parts 
of  Greece,  such  as  Arcadia  and  iEtolia,  than  in  the  regions  of 
greater  refinement.  Fowls  were  kept  perhaps  less  for  the  sake 
of  their  flesh  and  eggs,  though  these  were  of  course  used,  than 
in  order  to  produce  a  hreed  of  fighting-cocks  for  a  sport  very 
popular  in  Greece.  Penelope  in  Ithaca  amuses  herself  by 
keeping  a  flock  of  geese,  to  which  she  is  much  attached. 
Quails  were  also  kept  for  fighting,  and  pheasants  for  the 
luxury  of  the  tables  of  the  rich.  Last^  but  by  no  means  least 
important  of  Greek  domestic  creatures,  we  may  name  the  bee, 
the  cultivation  of  which  was  bestowed  by  the  Nymphs,  accord- 
ing to  the  legend,  on  AristsBus  of  Cos.  Honey  being  used 
among  the  ancients  for  most  of  the  purposes  for  which  we  use 
sugar,  the  quantity  of  it  required  must  have  been  enormous, 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  bee  proportionally  important 
Virgil  devotes  an  entire  book  of  the  OeargicB  to  the  subject ; 
and  though  his  precepts,  borrowed  no  doubt  from  Greek 
sources,  show  great  ignorance  as  to  the  real  nature  of  bees, 
they  show  some  skill  in  the  tending  of  them. 

The  wild  animals  were  never  in  historical  Greece  in  sufli- 
cient  quantities  to  employ  a  class  of  hunters;  hunting  was 
practised  by  the  wealthy  classes  as  a  means  of  health  and 
exercise.  There  were  tiuditions  of  great  hunts  of  formidable 
monsters  in  the  heroic  age,  when  bands  of  heroes  assembled  to 
rid  the  country  of  a  peril.  Lions  were  not  forgotten  in  Greece, 
though  in  historical  times  they  did  not  penetrate  farther  south 
thfiin  Macedonia  and  Thrace,  and  even  in  Thrace  were  extinct 
about  the  first  century  of  our  era.  The  bear  and  the  wolf, 
largely  mixed  in  local  mythology  in  the  Peloponnese,  appear  to 
have  still  infested  mountains  in  historic  times.  The  boar  or 
the  stag  were  the  usual  objects  of  great  hunting-parties,  but 
the  hare  was  a  common  prey,  and  looked  on  as  the  usual  spoil 
of  the  hunter.  Dogs  and  nets  were  the  means  employed  for  its 
capture,  the  hunter  following  on  foot.  The  time  of  Alexander 
witnessed  a  great  revival  of  the  spirit  of  hunting.  The  heart 
of  Asia  furnished  that  king  and  his  captains  with  abundant 
game,  and  they  entered  eagerly  into  the  pursuit,  showing  their 
prowess  by  single-handed  contests  with  boar  or  lion.  The 
hunting-dogs  employed  by  the  Lacedaemonians  on  Mount  Tay- 
getus  and  by  the  primitive  Molossians  of  Kpirus  were  cele- 
brated in  antiquity,  but,  if  we  may  trust  their  representations 
in  art,  were  not  very  powerful  when  compared  to  the  splendid 
hounds  of  the  Assyrian  kings. 
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Fishing,  on  the  contrary,  employed  a  large  number  of  ships 
and  hands,  and  supplied  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  food 
of  the  ancients.  At  Athens  fish  was  eaten  in  the  place  of 
meat.  Tlie  supply  to  the  fish-markets,  which  abounded  in 
Greek  cities,  consisted  partly  of  fresh  fish  caught  on  the  coasts 
of  Greece  by  the  inhabitants  of  viUages  such  as  Anthedon, 
partly  of  cured  and  salt  fish  imported  from  abroad.  The  great 
source  of  the  latter  was  the  Black  Sea,  and  especially  the 
Boephorus  and  the  mouth  of  the  Borysthenes,  where  tunnies 
abounded  in  vast  shoals.  The  eels  of  the  Copaic  Lake  in 
BoBotia  were  celebrated,  and  oysters  a  favourite  dish.  But 
among  shell-fish  the  most  valuable  was  sought  not  for  eating, 
but  as  furnishing  a  purple  die,  and  tliis  was  found  abundantly 
on  the  coasts  of  Crete  and  the  Peloponnese,  whither  its  presence 
had  in  early  times  attracted  the  Sidonian  mariners. 

A  considerable  revenue  was  extracted  by  the  ancient  as  by 
the  modem  Greeks  from  the  aXcs,  which  were  shallow  lagoons 
on  the  borders  of  the  sea.  In  the  winter  a  way  was  opened  from 
them  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  they  became  full  of  sea-water. 
In  the  summer  this  way  of  communication  was  blocked,  and 
the  lagoons  dried  up,  leaving  at  the  bottom  a  deposit  of  salt, 
which  could  be  cut  into  blocks  and  used. 


CHAPTER  II 

MANUFACTURES   AND   PROFESSIONS 

The  manufactures  of  Greece,  as  contrasted  with  the  products 
of  her  artistic  activity,  never  reached  the  excellence  we  might 
have  expected  in  so  ingenious  a  people.  The  reason  must  be 
sought  in  two  circumstances:  first,  that  each  household  pro- 
ducing a  considerable  proportion  of  the  things  it  consumed, 
things  so  produced  were  of  a  rough  and  domestic  kind ; 
secondly,  that  handicraft  was  in  the  best  ages  of  Greece  de- 
spised, and  considered  fit  rather  for  slaves  and  foreigners  than 
citizens.  In  Homeric  times  we  find  less  of  such  contempt. 
One  of  the  Olympic  deities,  Hephaestus,  occupies  a  respectable 
position,  though  a  smith ;  some  of  the  Homeric  heroes  are  sons 
of  workmen,  and  some  of  Homer's  best  similes  are  borrowed 
from  the  mechanical  arts.  To  him  the  smith  and  carpenter  is 
a  wise  man,  a  welcome  guest  of  princes,  and  a  favourite  of 
Pallas  Athena.     With  Phoenician  wares  in  those  early  days 
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the  Greeks  imported  Semitic  ideas  as  to  skilled  workmen,  who 
in  Syria  were  supposed  to  enjoy  special  dirine  favour.  The 
crafts  mentioned  by  Hom«r  are  those  of  the  carpenter  (rcxrwr)!, 
the  maker  of  spears,  the  maker  of  chariots,  the  worker  in 
horn,  the  worker  in  bronze,  the  goldsmith,  the  leather-cutter, 
and  the  potter.  The  more  skilled  woricmen  wandered  frcm 
place  to  place :  work  of  an  ordinary  character  was  carried  oft 
on  the  estates  of  the  kings,  as  is  evident  from  the  speech  of 
Achilles  when  he  proposes  a  mass  of  iron  as  a  prize,^  that 
"  the  winner  will  not  have  to  go  to  the  town  for  five  years  to 
fetch  iron,  but  have  it  ready  for  shepherd  and  ploughman." 
Odysseus  can  build  a  ship  with  his  own  hands,  and  himself 
unaided  wrought  the  couch  in  his  bedchamber  at  Ithaca. 

That  in  historic  times  all  handworkers  {SvjfuovpyoC)  together 
with  their  handicrafts  sank  lower  in  the  general  esteem  is 
undeniable.  They  did  so  for  two  reasons :  firstly,  because  the 
man  who  produces  anything  for  sale  is  to  some  extent  at  the 
beck  and  call  of  all  purchasers.  Aristotle  ^  says  that  he  only 
differs  from  a  slave  in  being  subject  to  all  instead  of  to  one 
man.  Secondly,  the  sedentary  and  within-door  ipdvavark) 
nature  of  the  crafts  unfitted  the  man  who  exercised  them  for 
war  and  the  chase,  which  were  considered  the  most  dignified 
employments.  And  at  a  later  time  the  popular  prejudice 
against  handiwork  was  fuUy  adopted  by  the  philosophers,  who, 
despising  the  body  and  its  needs,  scorned  those  who  ministered 
to  merely  material  enjoyments  iknd  Necessities.  So  Plato 
makes  the  operatives  the  lowest  class  in  his  ideal  Republic, 
and  gives  them  no  voice  in  its  government 

It  was  the  natural  result  of  so  general  a  feeling  that  in  most 
parts  of  Greece  manufactures  were  left  to  slaves  and  resident 
aliens ;  but  the  custom  varied  in  various  places.  We  hear  of 
Corinth,  essentially  a  trading  city,  as  the  place  ^ere  handi> 
workers  were  least  looked  down  on ;  and  no  doubt  the  assei^ 
tion  holds  of  the  numerous  colonies  spread  by  Corinth  over  the 
coasts  of  Acamania  and  Epirus.  At  Thebes,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  man  was  eligible  for  a  magistracy  if  he  had  within 
ten  years  practised  any  manufacture.  At  Sparta,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  the  prejudice  was  still  stronger.  A 
Spartan  would  have  deemed  himself  disgraced  irretrievaUy  by 
the  pursuit  of  any  mechanical  art.  So  we  are  told  that  king 
Agesilaiis,  wishing  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  his  Spartans,  one 
day  at  a  review  of  his  whole  force,  having  ordered  the  army  to 
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Mt  down,  then  called  upon  the  practisers  of  each  trade,  potters, 
tailoTS,  and  so  forth  to  rise  hy  classes  one  after  the  other.  On 
which  we  hear  that  nearly  all  the  allies  rose,  but  not  a  single 
Spartan.  The  Spartans  considered  a  life  of  leisure  necessary  to 
the  acquirement  of  a  manly  and  spirited  nature.  And  that  the 
philosophers  took  not  a  dissimilar  view  is  shown  by  the  Socratic 
saying  that  Idleness  and  Liberty  are  sisters. 

At  Athens  we  find  considerable  fluctuations  in  the  estimate 
held  of  handworkers.  The  laws  of  Solon  compelled  poor 
burghers  to  bring  up  their  sons  to  a  trade,  on  penalty  of 
exempting  the  sons,  if  they  were  not  so  taught,  from  the  duty 
of  supporting  their  aged  parents.  They  also  forbade  ridiculing 
any  man  in  public  on  account  of  his  trade.  And  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  at  all  times  a  number  of  poor  citizens  practised 
handicrafts.  In  Xenophon  we  find  Socrates  rallying  young 
Charmides,  who  was  nervous  about  speaking  in  Uie  Ecclesia, 
asking  him  whether  he  were  afraid  of  hucksters,  smiths,  and 
the  like,  for  of  such  the  assembly  consisted.  We  hear  also 
that  in  the  year  b.c.  322  there  were  12,000  Athenian  citizens 
who  possessed  less  than  2000  drachms.  Most  of  these  must 
have  exercised  a  trade,  as  a  family  could  not  live  at  Athens 
on  the  interest  of  much  less  than  2000  drachms.  But  the 
best  of  proofs  is  furnished  by  an  Athenian  inscription  of 
about  the  93Td  Olympiad,  which  records  the  sums  paid  on 
account  of  public  buildings,  and  we  find  that  of  the  stone- 
cutters and  carvers  there  mentioned  about  two-thirds  were 
Metoeci  and  one-third  Athenian  citizens.  After  the  lands  of 
Attica  had  been  ravaged  by  the  Peloponnesians,  a  number  of 
citizens  who  had  lived  by  agriculture  were  obliged  to  turn  to 
trade.  Even  women  were  obliged  to  take  wages  as  weavers 
and  nurses,  though  by  so  doing  they  thought  themselves 
disgraced. 

When,  however,  we  hear  of  prominent  citizens  as  exercising 
such  and  such  a  trade,  we  must  not  underatand  it  always  liter- 
ally. It  may  mean  only  that  he  possessed  a  factory  where  the 
trade  in  question  was  carried  on  by  his  slaves.  Thus  Cleon 
inherited  a  factory  for  tanning,  and  Hyperbolus  possessed  a 
lamp-factory.  In  both  these  cases  the  work  was  no  doubt 
carried  on  by  slaves  under  slave-overaeers,  and  the  masters 
only  exercised  a  general  supervision.  The  comic  poets  of 
eoorse  overlooked  this  nice  distinction.  Demosthenes,  as  we 
kBow,  inherited  tWo  factories,  one  of  swords,  the  other  of 
couches ;  and  it  was  the  custom  in  Athens  for  those  who  had 
much  capital  invested  in  slaves  to  set  them  to  work  in  manu- 
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factories  or  let  them  out  in  the  mines.     Only  those  too  poor  to 
buy  slaves  had  to  work  themselves. 

The  lowest  class  of  operatives,  who  differed  but  little  from 
slaves,  were  those  who  let  themselves  out  for  hire  by  the  day, 
fucrdwTol,  To  this  sad  position  were  reduced  many  burghers, 
both  at  Athens  and  elsewhere,  in  the  course  of  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  war,  losing  their  lands,  and  being  unable  to  exercise  a 
trade  for  want  of  capital  and  training.  How  such  were  treated 
by  the  wealthy  may  be  judged  from  the  account  in  Plato's 
Euthyphro  of  the  hired  labourer  who,  having  killed  a  slave,  is 
flung  bound  into  a  ditch,  and  dies  of  cold  and  neglect.  We 
hear  that  Menedemus  and  Asclepiades,  whose  days  were  passed 
in  philosophising,  spent  the  night  in  labour  in  the  service  of  a 
miller,  labour  noted  for  its  severity  and  rewarded  at  the  rate  of 
two  drachms  a  day.  We  are  told  that  the  Spartan  Eteonicus, 
in  the  course  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  caused  his  soldiers  to 
labour  in  Chios  to  provide  the  sinews  of  war,  and  at  a  later 
period  Iphicrates  followed  his  example.  But  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that,  in  the  time  of  Iphicrates,  the  ordinary  resource  of 
the  poor  was  to  become  mercenary  soldiers,  to  turn  from  labour 
to  war,  and  not  in  the  opposite  direction. 

We  hear  little  among  the  Greeks  of  systems  of  caste,  or  of 

employments  being  hereditary  in  families.     One  of  the  early 

^  *         p^    •       tribes  of  Attica  was  the  'EpyaJScis  or  handiworkers,  but  we  have 

J\[ks^(k    1 M     jjQ  reason  to  think  that  the  members  of  that  tribe  were  at  all 

restricted  in  their  choice  of  means  of  living.  At  Sparta,^ 
indeed,  the  occupations  of  cook,  flute-player,  and  herald  seem 
to  have  been  hereditary.  Still  more  in  the  nature  of  castes 
were  the  Asclepiade  of  Cos,  the  DsedalidsB  of  Crete,  and  the 
HomeridsB  of  Chios,  which  families  seem  to  have  rigorously 
excluded  strangers ;  but  they  practised  professions  rather  than 
mechanical  arts;  and  we  may  better  compare  them  to  the 
hereditary  colleges  of  priests  than  suppose  them  castes  like 
those  of  Egypt  and  Hindostan.  Guilds  or  voluntary  organisa- 
tions of  workmen  are  traced  in  Asia  Minor  under  Koman 
dominion.  Thus  in  Thyatira^  we  find  organised  bodies  of 
dyers,  tanners,  potters,  and  so  forth,  who  elect  officers  and  pass 
decrees;  but  we  have  no  trace  of  such  organisation  at  an 
earlier  period  or  in  Hellas  itself. 

We  may  be  sure  from  the  immense  numbers  of  the  slaves 
maintained  at  Athens,  Corinth,  and  ^gina,  that  in  the  great 
commercial  cities  of  Greece  there  were  laige  factories  filled 
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T?ith  slaves,  the  products  of  which  were  known  far  and  wide. 
Thearion  and  Cyrebus  at  Athens  baked  vast  quantities  of  bread, 
Attic  bread  being  celebrated,  and  made  their  fortunes.  Nausi- 
cydes  at  Athens  had  mills  for  grinding  flour  so  numerous  or 
extensive  that  he  fed  a  large  herd  of  cattle  on  the  husks.  ^ 
Special  houses  were  noted  for  particular  descriptions  of  goods, 
and  sometimes  the  fame  spread  to  the  people  of  a  whole  city. 

Hermann  ^  observes  that  we  may  make  a  convenient  division 
of  employments  into  four  classes,  accordingly  as  they  were  con- 
cerned with  houses,  furniture,  clothes,  and  food  respectively. 
In  ancient,  as  in  modem  days,  the  separation  of  employments 
was  carried  farthest  in  great  cities,  while  it  scarcely  existed 
in  the  villages. 

In  the  construction  of  public  buildings  the  supreme  direction 
rested  of  course  with  the  architect,  who  was  frequently  also  a 
sculptor,  and  who  enjoyed  high  reputation.  Under  him  worked 
masons  and  carpenters  (rcicroves).  We  possess  an  interesting 
record,  drawn  up  ao.  409,'  of  the  sums  paid  to  the  masons  at 
work  on  the  Erechtheium  at  Athen&  They  appear  to  have 
been  partly  citizens  and  partly  metoBcL  The  sum  paid  for 
the  working  of  marble  was  sixty  drachms  (about  j(^2)  for  an 
ordinary  figure  in  relief  on  the  frieze :  possibly  the  model  was 
the  work  of  a  noted  sculptor,  which  the  masons  had  to  repro- 
duce, though  not  slavishly,  in  stone. 

For  ordinary  houses,  made  of  wood  and  brick,  and  without 
artistic  decoration,  an  ordinary  builder  (oi#coSd/ju>s)  ^  would 
suffice.  The  materials  of  building  would  come  from  the  yards 
of  the  brickmakers  (irXivOovpyol),  from  the  timber  merchants, 
and  from  the  quarries.  In  these  last  the  labour  was  done  by 
slaves,  either  criminals  or  captives  of  war.  The  great  Xarofxia 
of  Syracuse  remain  almost  as  they  were  at  the  time  when  the 
captive  Athenian  army  was  driven  into  them,  and  a  visit  to 
them  impresses  on  the  mind  almost  as  much  as  a  visit  to  the 
mines  of  Laurium  how  squalid  were  the  conditions  and  how 
miserable  the  lives  of  slaves  among  the  Greeks.  Crowded 
together  in  dense  throngs,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  without  any  provision  for  the  necessities  and  decencies 
of  life,  labouring  under  the  lash  of  brutal  taskmasters,  and  at 
night  lying  in  straw  and  filth,  we  cannot  wonder  that  in  a  few 
months  or  years  they  found  a  death  which  can  scarcely  have 
been  unwelcome. 


^  Xenoph.  Memorab.  ii.  7,  6.  '  PriifataU.  chap.  43. 

'  qf.  Overbeck,  Grieeh.  PloHik,  i.  475.  «  Plato,  Protag,  319  B. 
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The  fumiture  of  houBea  would  be  produced  mostly  in  factoiica, 
BQch  as  those  already  spoken  of,  in  the  powession  of  wealthy 
citizens.  Of  the  ubnoet  impoitance  were  the  tiadea  of  the 
worker  in  met&l  and  of  the  potter.  Chalcis,  ^Egina,  Corinth, 
and  even  Etniria,  had  at  various  timw  the  highest  reputation 
for  utenaila  in  hranze :  the  commoner  utensils  of  iron  were 
produced  in  most  places.  In  pottery  of  the  finer  kind,  after 
the  time  of  the  Persian  wars,  no  city  could  compare  with 
Athens.  The  great  quarters  of  the  outer  and  inner  Cenuneicus 
Bvanned  with  potter&  The  earth  of  Cape  Colias  was  regarded 
as  without  an  equal  for  quality  and  colour ;  but  it  was  reaUy 


)3.— TABi-FA<m>BT.    {B»jtt  At  CoUignoB,  Cirmm.  gr.  p.  iii.') 


the  greater  taste  and  capacity  for  art  which  distinguished  the 
workmen  of  Athens  and  gave  them  the  victory  over  all  rivak 
in  the  trade.  The  result  was  that  the  finer  kinds  of  vases,  used 
for  the  decoration  of  houses  or  the  furnishing  of  tombs,  were 
everywhere  imported  from  Attica  ;  and  excavations  in  Etniria, 
Sicily,  Cyprus,  or  the  Crimea  bring  to  light  few  fine  vessels 
which  were  not  made  in  the  Cerameicus. 

As  every  housewife  was  devoted  to  t^e  labours  ol  tie  loo«, 
abundant  material  for  ordinary  clothing  wouM  be  forthcoming  m 

'  A  notable  point  in  thii  vue-punting  ii  that  odd  of  the  workpeopls  It 
ft  Voman.  Tvo-of  the  workmen  are  being  crowned  bj  Athena  and 
Victory. 
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evary  weU-regnkted  household.  It  was  only  gannents  of  finer 
texture  or  more  elaborate  pattern  which  had  to  be  bought  of  the 
merchant  Probably  at  all  times  carpets  and  raiment  of  the 
fiaest  kind  were  imported  from  the  East,  works  of  the  '*  rich  dye 
of  Tyre  and  the  fine  web  of  Nile."  But  we  have  a  description  ^ 
of  a  garment  of  great  beauty  made  by  Greeks  on  Oriental  lines, 
and  belonging  to  Alcimenes  of  Sybaris.  It  was  fifteen  cubits 
long^  of  genuine  purple  dye,  and  inwoven  with  figures  of  Greek 
deities,  bordered  on  each  side  by  rows  of  animals  such  as  are 
found  on  early  vases.  Megara  produced  working  dresses: 
Fatro  was  especially  noted  for  factories  of  textile  wares  in 
which  the  byssns  of  Elis  was  worked  up ;  these  were  mostly 
the  work  of  women,  who  abounded  in  that  city,  and  not  un- 
naturally intooduced  much  dissoluteness  into  manner&  At  Cos 
and  Amorgos  were  woven  the  delicate  and  transparent  robes 
which  the  wealthy  affected,  and  which  philosophers  despised 
as  effeminate.  As  to  the  nature  and  sources  of  Greek  food, 
something  has  already  been  said  (Bk.  iv.  ch.  3). 

Professional  men,  that  is,  those  who  make  a  living  by  educa- 
tion and  intellect,  did  not  enjoy  amcmg  the  Greeks  anything 
lik«  so  good  a  reputation  or  so  high  a  position  as  among  modem 
nations.  For  the  Greeks  never  gave  up  the  idea  that  it  was 
/^avowroy,  vulgar  and  low,  to  take  money  in  return  for  such 
services  as  professional  men  render.  Hence,  many  of  the  more 
respectable  of  those  who  exercised  learned  pursuits  took  no 
money  for  their  pains. 

The  most  important  professions  in  Greece  were  those  of 
teaching  and  medicine,  of  which  I  have  already  q)okan  (Bk. 
ir.  ch.  I  and  6). 

There  was  no  legal  profession  in  Greece.  The  task  of  de- 
fending the  accused  in  law-^oourts  fell  either  upon  himself  or 
Ml  any  friend  who  would  undertake  the  task.  The  prosecutor 
likewise  had  to  rely  on  his  own  powers  and  those  of  friends. 
Nevertheless,  there  were  in  later  times,  at  Athens  at  all  events, 
two  dasses  of  men  beeades  the  dicasts  who  made  money  out 
of  legal  proceedings.  One  consisted  of  those  orators  who  wrote 
speeches  for  others  to  deliver.  Antiphon  of  Bhanmns  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  to  take  money  ior  a  written  speech ;  hot 
in  the  next  age  that  example  was  followed  by  most  of  the  great 
ocators,  Lysias,  Issbub,  Isocrates,  DemosUienes  hinseli  Nor  did 
they  write  for  pay  only  speeches  tor b^.  used  jn  the*iiir^ouftB, 
b^it  also  political  orations.     The  other  dan  eonsieted  of  tifoo- 

1  Aristotle  (?),  De  MimL  JameuU,  96. 
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phants,  who  were  very  numerous  and  troublesome.  As  the  law 
at  Athens  allowed  any  citizen  who  heard  of  the  commission  of 
certain  offences  to  prosecute  the  committer,  it  became  frequently 
necessary  for  those  who  transgressed  to  bribe  intending  prose- 
cutors to  silence.  Even  where  a  man  was  innocenti  the  chances 
of  the  law-courts  were  such  that  it  was  often  wiser  for  him  to 
compound  by  payment  The  accuser  also  in  case  of  conviction 
received  a  share  of  the  fine.  Hence,  a  large  class  of  men  arose 
who  lived  on  fines  and  on  hush-money,  and  it  may  readily  be 
guessed  that  their  character  was  most  unscrupulous,  and  that 
they  were  ready  to  be  the  tools  of  political  and  private  enmily. 

Nor  had  Greece  any  class  of  literary  men  who  lived  by  ^e 
pen ;  but  in  this  case  too  the  rudiments  of  such  a  class  may 
be  traced.  When  the  singer  or  reciter 'of  Homeric  ballads 
repeated  other  poets'  verses  or  extemporised  his  own  in  the 
court  of  one  of  the  petty  kings  or  in  the  market-place  of  a  dty, 
he  no  doubt  had  his  reward ;  and  we  know  that  at  a  some- 
what later  time  the  lyric  poets,  like  Pindar  and  Simonides, 
received  money  from  the  patrons  whose  families  they  extolled, 
or  whose  victories  in  the  games  they  sang.  Later  still,  the 
courts  of  the  successors  of  Alexander  were  thronged  by  poets 
who  received  pay  in  return  for  flatteries  and  dedications.  The 
queens  of  Egypt  had  quite  a  retinue  of  poets.  There  was  in 
fdl  the  Greek  world  a  brisk  trade  in  books  .for  educational  and 
other  purposes.  Booksellers  lived  in  the  more  literary  cities, 
and  kept  a  staff  of  slaves  to  copy  the  works  most  in  demand, 
both  for  sale  at  home  and  for  export;  but  it  will  be  under- 
stood that  the  idea  of  an  author's  selling  the  copyright  of  his 
work  had  not  arisen.  Hermodorus,  the  pupil  of  Plato,  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  to  sell  his  own  works,  and  he  incurred  a 
good  deal  of  ridicule  in  consequence. 

In  both  fame  and  fortune  sculptors  and  painters  and  other 
artists  stood  at  the  head  of  the  professional  classea  They  not 
only  took  pupils  on  very  high  terms,  but  were  able  to  dispose 
of  their  works  for  great  sums  to  wealthy  amateurs.  Plmy^ 
gives  a  list  of  such  prices.  Apelles  received  twenty  talents  of 
gold  for  a  picture  of  Alexander,  and  Aristides  of  Thebes  a 
thousand  minss  for  a  picture  of  a  battle  with  Persians.  A 
himdred  talents  were  paid  for  the  Diadumenus  of  Polycleitus. 
Besides  these  great  artists,  there  were  a  multitude  of  lesser 
ones  engaged  in  cutting  signets,  engraving  coin-dies,  painting 
house-walls  and  pottery,  and  llie  like.     In  fact,  the  Greek 

»  XXXV.  36,  92, 99,  loa 
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'oa  always  more  or  less  of  oii  artist.      Muaiciana 


If 


were  paid  to  train  choruses  and  to  perform  at  entertain  men  te. 
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And  after  the  time  of  Alexander  there  wandered  about  the 
Greek  world  troops  of  Dionysiac  artists  or  actors,  who  passed 
from  city  to  city  giving  representations  for  hire  of  the  master- 
pieces of  the  Greek  drama.  Indeed,  such  troops  existed  in 
Attica  and  some  other  districts  at  an  earlier  time,  for  .^£schines 
is  greatly  ridiculed  by  his  contemporaries  for  having  played 
second-rate  parts  in  connection  with  such  a  troop.  They  did 
not  stand  very  high  in  popular  estimation. 


CHAPTER  III 

COMMERCE  AND  TRADE-ROUTES 

In  the  Homeric  age  commerce  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have 
existed  among  the  Greeks.  The  state  of  society  was  such  as 
scarcely  to  require  it  The  Homeric  nobles  produce  on  their 
own  lands  nearly  all  that  they  require  for  their  rude  mode  of 
living.  The  only  necessary  which  they  had  to  go  to  the  town 
and  fetch  seems  to  have  been  iron :  ^  luxuries  they  imported, 
or  rather  bought,  of  the  foreign  merchants  who  visited  their 
shores.  The  chief  riches  of  the  Homeric  chiefs  consisted  in 
their  flocks  and  herds  and  their  slaves.  These  alone  they 
could  offer  to  merchants  in  exchange  for  wares.  Hence  prices 
are  always  by  Homer  reckoned  in  oxen;  and  wo  are  told 
that  when  a  cargo  of  Lemnian  wine  reached  the  Greek  camp 
before  Troy,  the  chiefs  purchased  amphoras  of  it  for  cattle 
and  hides.^  The  real  resources  of  Greek  lands,  the  purple- 
fisheries  of  Cythera,  the  copper-mines  of  Cyprus,  the  gold- 
mines of  Thasos,  seem  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  Phoenicians ; 
and  from  the  Phoenicians  came  most  of  the  articles  of  manu- 
facture and  luxury  used  by  the  Greeks  of  that  age.  Craters 
and  other  vessels  of  bronze,  and  clothes  dyed  with  purple,  the 
skilful  Sidonians  manufactured  themselves ;  ivory  they  brought 
from  Egypt,  and  tin  from  Britain  or  from  India.  Slaves,  in 
those  days  the  most  important  article  of  commerce,  they  bought 
and  sold  everywhere.  Their  factories  were  to  be  found  on  all 
shores  where  any  gain  was  to  be  made  by  trading,  and  their 
voyages  reached  from  Britain  to  India. 

They  did  not,  however,  possess  a  monopoly  of  trade.     Ruder 
peoples  organised  expeditions,  partly  for  piratical  purposes,  and 

»  n.  xxiii.  835.  «  /f.  vui.  474. 
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partly  for  fcrade.  The  Taphians  and  Teleboans,^  who  are  supposed 
to  have  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Corcyra,  traded  in  metal 
and  slaves  with  the  opposite  inhabitants  of  Italy  and  Sicily  ;  and 
the  Phsacians,  supposing  them  to  have  been  a  real  and  not  a 
mythical  people,  seem  to  have  possessed  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
trade.  The  Lemnians  exported  their  wine  in  their  own  ships, 
and  the  Cretans  were  celebrated  as  bold  sailors  and  organisers 
of  piratical  expeditions  as  far  as  the  coasts  of  Africa.^  In  the 
traditions  of  the  Argonautic  expedition  we  may  see  proof  that 
even  the  AchsBans  did  not  shrink  from  long  and  venturesome 
expeditions,  though  they  had  as  yet  small  idea  of  trading; 
rather  they  endeavoured  to  surprise  and  sack  the  cities  of 
richer  peoples  and  to  bring  home  wealth  and  honour.  The 
gold,  which  we  know  to  have  been  no  rarity  in  some  parts  of 
Greece  in  Homeric  times,  must  have  either  been  thus  acquired 
or  brought  over  th^  sea  by  wealthy  PhoBnicians  or  Lydians. 

It  was  probably  the  pressure  of  population  which  caused 
the  Greeks  about  the  eighth  century  before  our  era  to  turn 
their  attention  to  the  spreading  of  colonies  over  the  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and,  as  a  consequence,  to  commerce.  We 
may  call  this  a  consequence,  because  in  most  cases  communication 
was  kept  up  between  the  mother-city  and  the  colony  ;  the  latter, 
finding  itself  in  the  midst  of  a  new  set  of  surroundings  and 
productions,  acquired  new  wants  and  new  tastes,  and  then  com- 
municated these  wants  and  tastes  to  its  parent^  together  with  the 
materials  for  their  satisfaction.  Thus  a  lively  trade  between 
old  and  new  Greek  cities  arose  throughout  the  Levant;  and 
the  Greek  traders,  by  a  process  which  we  can  but  rarely  trace 
in  history,  gradually  ousted  the  Phoenicians  from  nearly  all 
their  factories  and  trading  stations,  inheriting  their  traditions 
and  their  relations  to  the  barbarous  tribes  of  the  interior.  For 
the  western  trade  Corinth  was  the  most  important  city.  The 
incomparable  position  of  this  city,  the  Acropolis  of  which  is 
placed  on  a  lofty  rock  commanding  both  the  eastern  and  western 
seas  of  Greece,  gave  it  marvellous  advantages.  No  trireme  could 
be  dragged  across  the  isthmus  which  divided  the  two  seas  with- 
out permission  of  the  Corinthians ;  and  as  the  Greeks  dreaded 
the  open  sea  of  Cape  Malea,  they  eagerly  sought  such  permission. 
By  the  colonies  of  Corcyra  and  Dyrrhachium,  Corinth  com- 
manded the  Adriatic  Sea,  and  pushing  on,  founded  mighty  cities 
in  Italy  and  Sicily,  including  Syracuse  itself.  Scarcely  less 
active  in  the  same  region  were  the  people  of  Chalcis  in  Euboea, 

*  Od.  XV.  427.  *  Od.  xiv.  245. 
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who  founded  Naxus  and  Catana  in  Sicily.  On  the  coast  of 
Macedonia  a  whole  district  was  settled  by  these  same  Chalcidians, 
and  received  its  name  from  them.  Miletus  took  as  a  special 
province  the  Euxine  Sea  and  studded  its  shores  with  flourishing 
towns.  Greek  settlers  occupied  the  coasts  of  Cyprus,  and  even 
the  distant  Libya  received  a  colony  in  Cyrene.  In  the  time  of 
the  Persian  wars,  the  people  of  Phocea  sailed  as  fur  as  Massilia 
and  settled  there.  Before  the  Pei^sians  conquered  Egypt  the 
Greeks  had  settled  in  large  numbers  at  Naucratis  on  the  Nile, 
and  had  in  their  hands  much  of  the  trade  of  that  rich  country. 

The  history  of  Greek  commerce  may  be  most  aptly  divided  into 
three  periods.  The  first  comprises  the  time  when  no  Greek 
city  was  specially  pre-eminent  above  the  rest,  although  Corinth 
in  the  west  and  Miletus  in  the  east  took  usually  the  lead. 
The  second  period  begins  with  the  fall  of  Miletus  and  with  the 
sudden  expansion  of  Athenian  commerce,  the  Athenians  in- 
heriting Milesian  supremacy  in  the  Euxine  and  forming  a  strict 
commercial  confederacy  in  the  Levant.  This  period  begins 
with  the  Persian  wars  and  ends  with  the  taking  of  Athens  by 
Lysander.  The  third  period  includes  the  rise  and  activity  of 
the  city  of  Rhodes,  which  was  founded  about  o.c.  408,  and 
almost  immediately  became  a  centre  of  Greek  commerce,  con- 
tinuing to  be  wealthy  and  flourishing  until  the  Romans  were 
supreme  in  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Taking  Athens,  iEgina,  and  Corinth  as  the  centre,  we  find 
radiating  from  it  four  principal  courses  of  trade.  The  first  led 
in  a  north-easterly  direction  past  the  coasts  of  Macedon  and 
Thrace,  through  the  Bosphorus  into  the  Euxine  Sea.  This 
line  of  trade  was  perhaps  to  the  Greeks  the  most  important  of 
all,  and  in  every  age  the  city  that  had  most  share  in  it  attained 
a  preponderant  commercial  position.  The  shores  of  Macedon, 
Thrace,  Pontus,  and  Bithynia,  were  to  the  Greeks  what  the 
wide  plains  of  Russia  and  America  are  to  ourselves.  Thence 
came  their  supply  of  food  and  the  raw  materials  of  manufacture. 
In  ancient,  as  in  modern  days,  the  plains  of  Southern  Russia 
produced  an  enormous  harvest  of  corn,  and  fed  innumerable 
herds  of  oxen,  which  supplied  the  Greek  tanners  with  hides. 
At  the  mouth  of  the  Borysthenes  and  in  the  Propontis  were 
some  of  the  most  productive  fisheries  known  to  the  Greeks, 
supplying  them  with  immense  quantities  of  salt  fish,  which, 
with  bread,  was  the  staple  of  their  food.  The  vast  forests  of 
Macedon  and  the  Danube  valley  furnished  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  timber  for  house  and  ship  building,  while  even  at 
that  period  Greece  was  poor  in  forest ;  as  well  as  tar  and  char- 
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coal.  Flax  and  hemp  also  came  largely  from  the  Euxine.  The 
great  bulk  of  these  products  the  Greek  colonists  did  not  pro- 
duce on  their  own  lands,  but  procured  by  barter  from  the  bar- 
barous tribes  of  the  interior.  The  wandering  tribes  of  Scythians, 
who  dwelt  on  the  northern  shores  of  the  sea,  learned  to  culti- 
vate corn  for  export  and  to  breed  cattle ;  and  bringing  these 
to  the  Greeks,  obtained  in  return  oil  and  bronzes,  and  more 
especially  wine,  which  was  very  necessary  to  their  enjoyment, 
and  yet  could  not  be  grown  so  far  north.  Their  kings  were 
generally  on  good  terms  with  the  Hellenic  colonists;  and  in 
our  own  day  the  tombs  of  these  chiefs  have  been  in  many  cases 
opened,  and  found  to  contain  elegant  pottery,  jewellery,  and 
ornaments,  which  exhibit  Greek  art  almost  at  its  best.  The 
influence  of  Athens  in  particular  is  very  clear  in  these  elegant 
luxuries ;  a  fact  which  reminds  us  that  at  Athens  the  public 
police  force  consisted  of  slaves  imported  from  Scythia,  the 
To^orat. 

The  second  great  line  of  trade  was  that  of  which  at  succes- 
sive periods  Delos  and  Rliodes  were  the  emporia,  and  which 
led  from  Hellas  past  Rhodes  and  Cyprus  along  the  coast  of 
Phcenicia  to  Egypt.  This  route  was  the  more  important  because 
along  it  came  the  products  of  the  far  East,  of  India,  and  Arabia, 
and  Babylon.  Before  the  foundation  of  Alexandria,  the  great 
cities  of  Phcenicia  retained  the  commerce  of  Farther  Asia  almost 
entirely  in  their  own  hands,  but  at  a  later  period  it  was  more 
widely  spread,  and  shared  by  Antioch  on  the  north  and  Alex- 
andria on  the  sbuth.  Babylon  furnished  the  Greeks  with 
carpets  and  other  stuffs,  India  with  precious  stones,  silk,  and 
ivory,  Arabia  with  frankincense  and  various  spices.  The  valley 
of  the  Nile  exported  both  in  later  Greek  and  Roman  times 
immense  quantities  of  corn,  as  well  as  writing-paper  and  linen 
made  of  the  papyrus  plant,  ivory,  and  porcelain.  Phcenicia 
supplied  the  Greeks  with  fewer  and  fewer  articles  as  their  own 
resources  developed;  but  cloth  of  purple,  alabaster  tlasks  of 
ointment,  and  fragrant  woods,  seem  to  have  been  exported 
through  Tyre  and  Sidon  until  Roman  times.  Cyprus  furnished 
not  only  the  best  copper  known  to  the  ancients,  but  in  addition 
manufactured  cloth  of  both  finer  and  coarser  texture.  Cyrene, 
which  could  be  reached  either  through  Egypt  or  by  way  of 
Crete,  supplied  the  whole  world  with  silphium,  an  article  very 
much  used  in  ancient  medicine,  and  found  nowhere  but  in  the 
Cyrenaic  district.  The  people  of  Peloponnesus  sailed  to  both 
Cyrene  and  Egypt  by  way  of  Crete. 

The  third  line  of  trade,  which  was  always  in  the  hands  of 
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Corinth  and  her  colonies,  started  from  that  great  commercial 
metropolis,  and  led  through  the  Corinthian  gulf,  past  the  coasts 
of  Acarnania  and  Epirus  to  the  various  ports  on  hoth  sides  of 
the  Adriatic  Sea.  Although  the  Adriatic  was  reckoned  a  very 
dangerous  sea,  hoth  on  account  of  its  frequent  storms  and 
hecause  of  the  hardihood  of  the  Illyrian  pirates,  yet  it  produced 
great  gain  to  the  merchants  who  ventured  on  it.  They  ex- 
changed Greek  wine  and  manufactured  goods  for  the  produce 
of  agriculture  and  grazing  offered  them  hy  the  farmers  of  the 
Epirote  and  Italian  coasts.  On  the  Italian  side  the  harhours 
of  Adria  and  Ancona  lay  open,  and  offered  access  to  the  peoples 
of  Eastern  Italy. 

More  celehrated  and  frequented  was  the  fourth  line  of  trade, 
which  led  either  from  the  Corinthian  Gulf  or  the  promontory 
of  Malea  across  to  Sicily,  and  through  the  Straits  of  Messina  to 
the  western  coasts  of  Italy,  to  Gaul  and  Spain.  As  far  to  the 
north  as  Cumae  this  route  passed  a  continuous  succession  of 
Greek  colonies,  and  even  in  Gaul  and  Spain  Massilia  and 
EmporisB  stood  ready  to  harhour  the  Greek  merchants,  and  to 
give  them  facilities  for  obtaining  the  produce  of  the  interior. 
Com  and  cheese  were  obtained  from  Sicily,  wood  from  the 
forests  of  Southern  Italy.  Gaul  supplied  slaves,  and  the  mer- 
chants who  were  so  venturesome  as  to  penetrate  to  Spain 
reaped  a  rich  reward  in  the  shape  of  gold,  with  which  Spain  at 
that  time  abounded.  But  the  jealousy  of  Carthaginians  and 
Etruscans  prevented  the  commerce  of  the  Greeks  from  ever 
spreading  in  force  to  the  west  and  north  of  Cumsa.  To  Italy 
and  Sicily  the  Greeks  of  Hellas  brought  in  return  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  wine,  pottery,  and  articles  of  manufacture. 

These  four  routes  were  the  chief  lines  by  which  the  riches 
of  the  barbarians  flowed  into  Greece.  Of  course,  among  the 
great  Greek  cities  themselves,  scattered  over  the  coasts  of  Asia 
Minor,  Sicily,  and  Italy,  and  the  mainland  of  Hellas,  there  was 
constant  intercourse  and  a  continual  exchange  of  goods,  for 
particular  classes  of  which  special  cities  and  districts  were 
famous.  Thus  Chios  exported  the  finest  wine,  as  well  as 
Cnidus  and  Thasos ;  Corinth  supplied  the  Greek  world  x^ith 
articles  of  bronze  ;  Athens  with  pottery  and  with  silver  from 
the  Laurian  mines,  with  oil,  honey,  and  figs ;  Thessaly  and 
Elis  with  horses ;  Arcadia  with  asses ;  Sparta  and  Epirus  with 
dogs ;  Boeotia  with  eels  from  the  Gopaic  lake  ;  the  district 
about  Mons  PangSBUs  with  gold  and  with  roses.  The  internal 
trade  of  the  Peloponnese  was  mainly  in  the  hands  of  astute 
natives  of  ^gina,  who  travelled  as  pedlars  over  the  country, 
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carrying  with  them  wares  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  hardy 
peasants  of  the  hills. 

Plato  in  the  FoliticKS  ^  distinguishes  two  classes  of  dealers. 
The  first  consists  of  those  who  sell  only  the  goods  they  them- 
selves produce  (avroir<aX.ai).  The  second  consists  of  those  who 
buy  in  order  to  sell  again  at  a  profit.  In  the  latter  class 
are  included  both  shopkeepers  or  hucksters  (KaTnjkoC),  whose 
business  is  retail,  and  merchants^  (ifiirofyoCj  who  deal  whole- 
sale between  market  and  market,  or  city  and  city. 

We  are  told  that  among  the  Locrians  ^  the  second  and  third 
of  these  classes  were  wanting ;  that  the  husbandmen  sold  their 
products  one  by  one  to  the  consumer  and  not  in  the  mass  to 
dealers.  Such  a  state  of  things  could  exist  only  in  a  very 
simple  society ;  and  among  the  Greeks  generally  the  two 
classes  of  hucksters  and  merchants  were  numerous  and  clearly 
distinguished  one  from  the  other. 

In  poor  and  mountainous  or  barren  districts,  such  as  Arcadia, 
the  hucksters  usually  moved  from  place  to  place  carrying  with 
them  a  pack  of  goods  for  sale.  But  wherever  the  Greek  popu- 
lation gravitated,  as  it  normally  did,  into  cities,  these  petty 
dealers  did  not  acquire  wandering  habits,  but  remained  attached 
to  a  certain  spot  in  the  market-place.  Here  their  booths  stood 
side  by  side  with  the  factories  of  those  who  made  articles  for 
sale,  sandal-makers,  for  instance,  or  wreath-makers.  Among  the 
most  numerous  classes  of  them  were  dealers  in  wine,  oU,  and 
fish.  Sometimes  covered  halls  were  erected  in  order  to  contain 
a  certain  class  of  them,  halls  which  thenceforth  became  the 
markets  for  a  particular  class  of  goods,  the  wine-market,  for 
instance,  or  the  fish-market.  In  large  cities  there  would  be 
found  in  the  market-place  a  series  of  detached  haUs  of  this 
character,  near  together  but  disconnected.  Even  where  every- 
thing was  sold  in  the  open  Agora,  dealers  in  the  same  commodi- 
ties would  naturally  gravitate  to  the  same  quarter  of  it,  forming 
what  were  termed  kvkXoi  for  the  sale  of  such  and  such  goods. 
Tlie  Agoras  were  not  always  in  the  cities ;  sometimes  they  were 
situated  on  a  convenient  spot  on  the  boundaries  of  two  or  more 
states,  to  be  used  in  common  by  them ;  sometimes  they  were 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  celebrated  temples,  which  attracted 
crowds  of  votaries. 

Of  course  these  hucksters  employed  all  their  art  to  attract 
customers.  A  large  or  public  sale  would  be  announced  before- 
hand by  the  town-criers,  but  ordinary  dealers  probably  trusted 

1  PdU.  260  0.  *  Repub,  371.  '  Heracleid.  PoliL  30. 
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to  the  lusty  use  of  their  lungs  for  attractiDg  attention.  The 
voices  of  the  sellers  proclaiming  their  wares,  and  of  the  buyers 
chaffering  and  trying  to  beat  down  the  price,  must  have  mingled 
in  a  noise  like  that  of  Babel.  Diphilus^  mentions  a  wine- 
seller  as  going  about  with  a  skin  of  wine  under  his  arm,  and 
offering  samples  {Beiyfrnra)  to  probable  buyers.  Such  samples 
were  sometimes  hawked  out  of  the  market,  up  and  down  the 
streets,  and  those  who  carried  them  would  loudly  cry  their 
wares. 

Not  all  times  were  equally  devoted  to  marketing.  Special 
days  were  set  apart  in  many  cities  for  fairs,  the  first  of  the 
month  being  a  favourite  time.  On  the  occasion  of  all  great 
festivals,  and  more  especially  of  the  Olympic,  Nemean,  and 
Pythian  games,  the  assembly  offered  an  irresistible  opportunity 
to  petty  dealers  of  all  sorts,  who  turned  the  place  of  meeting 
into  a  great  fair,  and  provided  the  visitors  with  plenty  to 
carry  away  in  memory  of  the  feast  The  meeting  of  the 
Amphictionic  council,  the  annual  assemblies  of  the  Achseans 
and  iEtolians,  and  all  other  such  gatherings  were  used  in  the 
same  way.  Finally,  armies  on  the  march  were  accompanied 
by  crowds  of  hucksters  ready  to  provide  the  soldiers  with 
the  necessaries  of  a  campaign  in  return  for  the  booty  they 
might  acquire,  and  especially  to  buy  up  the  numerous  enemies 
who  should  be  captured  and  reduced  to  a  condition  of  slavery. 
In  passing  through  a  friendly  country,  the  army  would  halt 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  city,  and  the  inhabitants  would 
come  out  and  form  a  temporary  Agora  without  the  walls,  where 
the  soldiers  could  buy  what  they  required.  Hence  generals 
in  the  field  were  obliged  to  constantly  issue  a  supply  of  money, 
and  in  a  large  number  of  the  coins  which  have  come  down 
to  us  we  find  traces  of  a  military  origin. 

With  regard  to  the  transactions  of  merchants  we  get  much 
information  from  the  Attic  orators,  which  is  well  summed 
up  by  Biichsenschiitz,  from  whoso  work  ^  the  following  is  an 
extract.  "  The  merchant  embarks  certain  goods  for  a  place 
where  he  is  sure  of  disposing  of  them,  or  at  least  has  reason- 
able expectations  of  doing  so  ;  and  either  makes  the  journey 
on  board  the  ship,  or  commits  the  goods  to  a  trustworthy 
person  whom  he  sends  with  them.  As  he  thus  runs  the  risk 
of  finding  under  certain  circumstances  at  the  destination  no 
market  for  his  goods,  he  is  in  that  case  compelled  to  repair 
to  another  port  which  offers  better  prospects,  unless  on  the 

'  Apud  Athen.  499.  '  Besitz  und  Eitoerby  p.  459. 
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journey  he  has  already  received  news  of  the  altered  circum- 
stances and  changed  his  plan  in  accordance  with  them.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  merchants  must  have  sought  means  of  gain- 
ing news  as  to  favourable  or  unfavourable  conditions  in  the 
markets  to  which  they  intended  to  send  their  wares,  as  well 
as  to  the  prices  of  the  goods  they  intended  to  purchase  in 
exchange.  In  the  speech  against  Dionysodorus,  Demosthenes 
gives  a  clear  outline  of  the  way  in  which  a  company  of  com 
merchants  keep  themselves  informed  by  correspondence  of  the 
current  prices  of  com,  in  order  thence  to  determine  whither 
to  send  their  cargoes  from  Egypt  For  the  forwarding  of  such 
news,  as  well  as  for  the  buying  and  selling  of  goods,  merchants 
kept  agents  at  important  places.  For  instance,  we  find  it 
stated  that  a  merchant  resident  at  Athens  sends  word  to  a 
partner  at  Khodes,  giving  him  directions  as  to  a  com-«hip  on 
her  way  from  Egypt  which  is  to  call  at  Rhodes ;  a  merchant 
of  Heraclea  has  an  associate  at  Scyros,  who  makes  thence 
business  trips  ;  in  another  case  the  son  and  the  partner  of  a 
merchant  resident  at  Athens  pass  the  winter  at  the  Bosphorus, 
probably  with  a  stock  of  goods  or  to  make  purchases ;  at  least 
it  is  stated  that  they  were  commissioned  to  receive  payments." 

The  Greek  merchant  would  not  be  able,  as  a  rule,  to  dis- 
pose of  his  whole  cargo  to  one  purchaser,  but  would  sell  it 
by  portions  to  the  various  retail  dealers.  Sometimes  indeed  a 
speculator  would  try  to  buy  up  all  of  a  particular  commodity, 
such  ns  corn  or  olives,  which  was  in  the  market,  in  order  to 
gain  the  control  of  the  supply  of  that  commodity  and  raise 
the  price  against  the  consumers.  No  behaviour  was  so  un- 
popular in  antiquity  as  this,  and  those  who  attempted  it 
were  very  often  victims  of  the  general  indignation.  But  there 
was  not,  as  among  us,  a  class  of  general  dealers  or  speculators 
intervening  between  merchant  and  shopkeeper. 

On  receiving  payment  for  his  goods  in  money,  the  merchant 
might  sometimes  sail  home  with  it.  This,  however,  took  place 
seldom,  partly  because  the  money  current  at  one  seaport  was 
usually  not  taken  at  another,  except  at  a  considerable  reduction, 
every  city  having  its  own  types  and  monetary  standard.  There 
were  certain  kinds  of  coin  which  had  a  more  general  circulation, 
as  the  silver  coin  of  Athens  and  afterwards  that  of  Alexander 
the  Great  in  the  Levant,  the  money  of  Corinth  in  Sicily  and 
on  the  Adriatic,  and  the  gold  coins  of  Philip  in  Central  Europe. 
But  usually  the  money  received  by  merchants  had  to  be  either 
expended  by  them  in  the  same  or  a  neighbouring  port,  or  else 
taken  away  and  melted  down  in  order  to  pass  as  bullion. 
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Therefore,  after  disposing  of  his  cargo,  the  merchant  would 
search  about  for  a  new  stock  of  goods  such  as  he  might  judge 
to  bo  in  demand  at  his  native  city  or  elsewhere ;  and  thus  the 
process  already  described  would  be  repeated.  It  will  be  evident 
from  this  description  that  merchants  among  the  Greeks  could 
not  usually  confine  themselves  to  dealing  in  one  or  two  classes 
of  goods,  but  must  be  ready  to  purchase  whatever  was  cheap. 
There  were,  perhaps,  exceptions  in  case  of  dealers  who  attended 
specially  to  classes  of  goods  in  demand  everywhere,  such  as 
com  and  slaves.  Transactions  among  Greeks  took  place  for 
money,  but,  in  dealing  with  the  barbarians,  the  Greeks  retained 
barter  at  all  periods  of  their  trade. 

That  which  produces  the  greatest  differences  between  ancient 
and  modern  trade  is  the  fact  that  in  ancient  times  buying  and 
selling  took  place  not  on  credit  but  for  cash.  This  makes  the 
mechanism  of  ancient  trade  extremely  simpla  But  it  does  not 
follow  that  a  merchant  must  have  then  possessed  a  large  trading 
capital  A  large  part  of  his  working  capital  could  be  borrowed 
on  the  security  of  his  goods.  Of  such  transactions  we  must 
speak  in  the  next  chapter,  which  treats  of  credit  and  loans. 


CHAPTER  IV 

THE  MONEY-MARKET  AND   COINS 

As  a  large  proportion  of  the  wealth  of  many  Greeks  consisted 
in  gold  and  silver  money,  they  sought  from  the  earliest  times 
to  turn  it  to  account  by  lending  it  to  those  persons  who  could 
profitably  employ  it>  and  receiving  interest  in  return.  This 
lending  was  accompanied  in  various  cities  by  various  ceremonies, 
the  chief  object  of  which  was  to  secure  witnesses  of  the  trans- 
action and  to  prevent  the  borrower  from  denying  the  loan. 
Sometimes  the  contract  was  made  in  the  presence  of  a  sort  of 
notary  appointed  by  the  State  ;  more  frequently  it  was  arranged 
before  witnesses  summoned  by  the  parties.  At  Athens  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  the  amount,  rate  of  interest,  and  period  were 
carefully  stated  in  a  document  which  was  sealed  by  both  parties 
and  deposited  in  the  custody  of  some  trustworthy  person.  It 
is  said  that  in  the  city  of  Cnossus  ^  the  borrower  made  a  pre- 
tence of  stealing  the  money  lent  him,  in  order  that^  if  he  did 

*  Plutarch,  Q^^CBBL  Or.  53. 
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not  repay  it  in  time,  the  lender  would  have  him  in  his  power. 
A  more  usual  precaution  would  be  to  require  a  person  of  re- 
spectability as  surety  for  the  repayment.  As  regards  the  goods 
which  are  the  material  security  of  a  loan,  Biichseiischutc,'  whose 
chapters  on  these  subjects  are  admirable,  remarks  that  they  may 
be  either  handed  bodily  over  to  the  lender  of  money,  in  which 
case  they  would  by  us  be  called  pledged,  or  retained  by  the 
borrower,  whose  creditor  acquired  certain  rights  over  them,  a 
condition  to  which  we  give  the  name  of  mortgage.  Furniture, 
slaves,  or  horses  might  be  given  in  pledge  ;  lands,  houses,  or  ships 
would  usually  be  mortgaged.  The  nature  of  pledges  is  simple, 
and  they  need  not  occupy  us  further,  if  we  only  observe  that 
he  who  lent  money  on  a  living  pledge,  such  as  a  horse  or  slave, 
ran  great  risk  of  its  dying,  and  of  his  security  becoming  thus 
worthless.  Mortgages  were  more  usual  and  of  more  importance. 
Money-lenders  in  Greece  were  of  two  classes,  either  private 
individuals  who  had  to  live  on  the  interest  of  their  property, 
and  possessed  that  property  in  the  form  of  money,  or  else 
T/MwrcfiTttt  or  dpyvpaiM>i.poi,  money-changers.  Indeed,  private 
persons  usually  intrusted  these  latter  with  spare  capital,  their 
professional  habits  and  business  abilities  rendering  them  able  to 
make  better  use  of  it  than  the  owners  could,  while  the  money- 
changers gave  good  security  to  their  creditors  and  allowed  them 
a  fair  rate  of  interest.  As  in  Greece  every  considerable  city 
had  its  own  coinage,  money-changers  must  have  had  a  very 
large  stock  of  gold  and  silver ;  and  credit  being  absent,  they 
would  naturally  constitute  par  excdlenee  the  class  with  money 
to  lend.  Further,  their  profession  compelled  them  to  live  in  the 
market-place  at  a  spot  known  to  all.  Hence  all  in  need  of 
funds  resorted  to  them,  and  they  become  bankers  almost  in  our 
sense  of  the  word.  Some  of  them  attained  great  wealth  and 
world-wide  credit.  Thus  Pasion  *  employed  a  capital  of  fifty 
talents,  of  which  eleven  belonged  to  his  depositors.  Merchants 
would  without  witnesses,  such  was  his  reputation  for  probity, 
deposit  sums  of  money  with  him,  which  he  at  once  entered  in 
his  books.  On  the  credit  of  his  name  money  could  be  pro- 
cured in  any  Greek  town,  and  deeds  of  all  classes  were 
deposited  with  him  for  safe  custody.  It  was  customary  for 
merchants  to  make  payments  one  to  another,  when  they  could 
not  meet,  by  leaving  the  sum  with  a  t  apeziies,  with  orders  to 
him  to  deliver  it  to  the  proper  person  who  was  also  obliged, 
before  receiving  it,  to  prove  his  identity. 

'  BesUz  und  Erwerb,  p.  485.  '  Demoeth,  pro  Phorm.  5. 
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It  was  ihe  trapeziice,  then,  who  usually  lent  on  mortgage 
(vtroOrJKr)).  The  security  was  sometimes  a  manufactory  with 
slaves  in  it  A  still  better  class  of  security  was  the  lands  and 
farming  capital  of  the  citizens.  It  was  usual  to  set  up  on 
mortgaged  lands  an  inscription  on  stone  stating  the  name  of 
the  creditor  and  the  amount  due  to  him.  In  some  states  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  less  primitive  arrangement  in  the  shape 
of  a  register  of  mortgages  kept  by  authority.  In  case  of  default 
of  payment  on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  land,  the  holder 
of  the  mortgage  apparently  had  the  right  to  occupy  it,  even 
although  the  value  of  the  land  exceeded  the  amount  of  the 
debt.  It  would  hence  appear  that  foreigners  and  metoeei, 
being  incapable  of  holding  land,  could  not  lend  on  this  sort  of 
security,  or,  if  they  did  so,  must  do  without  the  customary 
remedy. 

To  commerce  the  trapezitSB  were  of  the  utmost  importance, 
since  without  such  aid  as  they  afforded  merchants  could  only 
have  traded  to  the  amount  of  their  actual  capital  in  coin.  The 
ordinary  course  of  proceeding  w^as  as  follows : — A  merchant^ 
say  at  Athens,  wishes  to  carry  a  cargo  to  the  Euxine.  He 
finds  a  trapezites  willing  to  lend  8000  dLrachmas  on  the  outward 
cargo  on  condition  that  he  undertakes  by  written  contract  to 
make  that  cargo  of  the  value  of  1 2,000  drachmas.  The  rate  of 
interest  is  fixed  for  the  whole  voyage  at  so  much  per  cent 
Either  an  agent  of  the  trapezites  sails  with  the  ship,  or  else  he 
appoints  some  person  at  a  port  on  the  Euxine  to  receive  the 
money.  When  the  cargo  is  sold  on  arriving  at  its  destination, 
principal  and  interest  are  paid.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
cargo  is  lost  at  sea,  the  trapezites  loses  his  venture.  Thus  the 
system  of  borrowing  on  cargoes  served,  so  far  as  the  merchant 
was  concerned,  the  purpose  of  insurance,  besides  increasing  his 
available  capital  and  so  extending  trade.  The  rate  of  interest 
was  of  course  high  and  proportioned  to  the  risks  of  the  voyage, 
the  course  of  which  was  carefully  specified  beforehand ;  in  the 
contract  it  was  sometimes  also  stated  that  if  the  voyage  were 
prolonged  into  the  winter  season  the  rate  of  interest  should  be 
higher.  In  the  case  we  have  supposed,  our  merchant,  after 
disposing  of  his  cargo  on  the  Euxine,  would  find  himself  de- 
prived of  means  for  the  return  voyage  unless  he  could  again 
find  a  lender.  It  was  therefore  far  more  usual  for  those  who 
sailed  from  Greek  ports  to  borrow  for  the  double  journey,  out 
and  home,  and  repay  the  loan  to  the  original  lender  on  their 
return.  Unfortunately,  Greek  commercial  honour  never  being 
very  high,  this  course  of  proceeding  gave  opportunity  for  a 
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great  deal  of  dishonesty  and  fraud.  Various  means  of  self- 
defence  were  adopted  by  the  lenders,  such  as  sending  an  agent 
on  board  or  requiring  a  surety  who  remained  at  home,  but 
their  chief  reliance  was  on  the  strictness  of  the  la\vs,  which 
were  very  severe  against  those  who  attempted  fraud,  more 
especially  at  Athens. 

Sometimes  capitalists,  instead  of  lending  on  a  cargo,  would 
lend  money  on  the  ship  herself.  This  was  in  most  respects 
less  risky,  the  value  of  a  ship  being  easier  to  discover.  Ac- 
cordingly, while  lenders  would  advance  not  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  stated  value  of  a  cargo,  which  might  easily  suffer 
depreciation,  we  find  that  they  would  lend  on  a  ship  up  to  its 
full  worth.  But  there  was  of  course  much  risk  of  its  being 
lost,  a  danger  no  doubt  taken  into  view  in  fixing  the  rate  of 
interest 

We  find  certain  cases  in  which  states  borrowed  money  like 
individuals,  mortgaging  their  revenues  or  public  buildings. 
But  it  is  hard  to  see  how  the  creditors,  in  case  of  default,  could 
have  made  good  their  claim  against  cities  which  boasted  of 
complete  independence. 

Interest  (tokos)  was  reckoned  among  the  Greeks  in  one  of 
two  ways,  either  by  stating  the  number  of  drachmas  to  be  paid 
per  month  for  the  use  of  each  mina,^  or  by  stating  the  proportion 
of  the  whole  sum  lent  to  be  paid  yearly  or  for  the  period  of  the 
loan.  The  rate  of  interest  was  of  course  higher  than  among  us, 
twelve  per  cent  per  annum  being  considered  a  very  low  rate, 
and  instances  occurring  in  which  twenty-four  per  cent  was 
charged.  At  Athens  interest  was  generally  paid  monthly,  at 
the  new  moon.  We  find  ten  or  twelve  per  cent  paid  for  a 
loan  on  a  single  voyage  from  Athens  to  the  Bosphorus ;  but 
we  must  remember  that  a  part  only  of  this  amount  represents 
interest  on  money ;  the  remainder  was  paid  for  risk.  For,  as 
already  shown,  if  the  ship  were  wrecked  at  sea,  or  captured  by 
pirates,  or  otherwise  lost,  the  capitalist  who  had  lent  money  on 
her  cargo  was  the  chief  sufferer,  recovering  no  part  of  his 
venture.  The  rate  of  interest  being  thus  high,  we  can  under- 
stand how  private  persons  in  the  great  cities,  possessing  no 
lands  but  only  capital  in  the  shape  of  money,  managed  to  live 
in  comfort  on  the  interest  of  it 

Every  reader  of  Homer  will  remember  the  fact,  already 
stated  in  a  previous  chapter,  that  with  him  cattle   are   the 

^  As  the  mina  oontained  loo  drachms,  a  drachm  in  the  mina  per  month 
Would  be  twelve  per  oentam  per  annum. 
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measure  of  value.  The  annour  of  Glaucus  is  said  to  have  been 
worth  a  hundred  oxen,  and  that  of  Diomedes  nine  oxen.^  Homer 
does,  however,  in  some  places  name  xpixrotb  rdXavra.  That 
these  were  bars  of  metal  of  very  small  value  will  appear  from 
the  fact  that  among  the  prizes  proposed  for  the  chariot-race 
in  the  23rd  book  of  the  Iliad  ^  two  talents  of  gold  are  offered  as 
the  fourth  prize  only,  while  a  brazen  tripod  is  the  third  prize. 
But  nowhere  in  Homer  is  it  said  that  an  article  is  worth  so 
many  talents  of  gold.  And  so  the  Greek  writers  on  metrology 
naturally,  though  in  all  probability  wrongly,  assert  that  the  term 
talerU  does  not  in  Homer  signify  any  fix^  amount  or  weight  in 
gold,  but  may  imply  a  small  bar  of  any  size.  They  overlook 
the  fact  that  Homer  speaks  in  one  place  of  a  hemi-talent.^ 
Indeed,  it  is  quite  certain  that  in  Homer's  time,  although  coins  ) 
were  not  yet  in  use,-  bars  and  rings  of  metal  of  fixed  weight 
were  current,  and  generally  accepted,  whether  by  weight  or  by 
tale,  in  all  kinds  of  mercantile  transactions.  At  Hissarlik, 
among  the  debris  of  a  city  of  a  date  much  earlier  than  that  of 
Homer,  Dr.  Schliemann  found  bars  of  silver  which  Mr.  Head 
has  shown  to  be  nearly  of  the  weight  of  a  third  of  the 
Babylonian  silver  mina.  Small  SpokoC  or  wedges  of  silver  were 
certainly  the  principal  medium  of  exchange  in  Greece  very  long 
before  the  seventh  century,  and  of  these,  six  were  reckoned  as 
a  SpaxfJi-ri  or  handful.  Indeed,  from  very  remote  times  the  Baby- 
lonians and  the  Egyptians  had  formed  for  themselves  systems 
of  currency  in  metal  bars,  and  had  transmitted  the  custom  to 
the  nations  of  Asia  Minor  and  Syria,  with  whom  the  Greeks  were 
in  constant  contact.  We  cannot  fix  the  date  at  which  the  custom 
spread  to  Greece  also,  but  it  must  have  been  very  early.  And 
when  bars  of  metal  of  fixed  weight  and  fineness  are  in  circula- 
tion, nothing  is  required  to  turn  these  into  coins  except  the 
addition  of  an  official  stamp. 

It  has  long  been  disputed  what  people  were  the  first  to 
substitute  in  their  currency  coins  proper,  i.e.,  properly  stamped 
lumps  of  metal,  for  the  bars  of  metal  of  fixed  weight  which  had 
preceded  them.  Modem  opinion  is  inclined  to  the  view  that 
this  discovery  belongs  to  the  Lydians.  The  first  coins  were 
made  neither  of  gold  nor  silver,  but  of  a  yellow  metal  com- 
pounded of  the  two,  and  called  electrum,  which  was  found  in 
large  quantities  in  the  beds  of  the  Paotolus  and  other  rivers  of 

^  iKaT6fipot  iyptapolvp,     IL  vi.  236.  '  Line  269. 

'  Since  this  was  written  Mr.  Ridgeway  has  tried  to  show  {Origin  of 
Cwrreney  and  Weight-Standard*)  that  the  Homeric  talent  was  the  equiva- 
lent of  an  ox,  and  in  weight  equal  to  the  Daric  (130  grains). 
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^sia  Minor.  About  the  reign  of  Gyges  it  occurred  to  some 
wise  man  of  the  Lydian  court  to  have  small  balls  of  electnim 
marked  with  the  official  stamp  of  a  city  or  a  temple  to  guarantee 
both  its  weight  and  its  quality.  Miletus  and  other  Greek  cities 
of  Asia  adopted  the  plan  from  their  neighbours,  and  as  early  as 
the  seventh  and  sixth  centuries  before  our  oera  a  considerable 
quantity  of  electrum  coins  was  circulating  on  the  shores  of  the 
.^Egean  and  the  Euxine.  Nevertheless,  considering  the  obvious 
utility  of  coinage,  it  cannot  be  considered  that  it  spread  rapidly. 

Pheidon,  king  of  Argos,  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first 
to  issue  money  in  Greece  proper.  This  he  struck  in  the  island 
of  i^Blgina.  The  metal  he  used  was  silver,  silver  being  the 
normal  currency  of  Greece,  as  gold  was  of  Asia,  and  copper  of 
Italy.  The  type  was  the  tortoise,  the  symbot-ef  the  Phoenician 
goddess  of  the  moon  and  of  trade,  whom  the  Greeks  identiRed 
with  their  own  Aphrodite.  The  date  of  Pheidon  is  set  down 
by  Weissenbom  a6  about  b.c.  668 ;  but  it  is  hard  to  believe 
that  any  coins  were  issued  in  Greece  at  so  early  a  period. 
There  is  no  trace  of  any  Athenian  coinage  before  the  time  of 
Solon ;  for  all  Attic  money  is  struck  on  the  monetary  standard 
introduced  by  him.  Nor  do  most  of  the  cities  of  Greece  proper 
seem  to  have  issued  money  until  the  time  of  the  Persian  wars. 

By  that  time  Persia  had  a  well-established  currency,  both  in 
gold  and  silver.  Croesus  had  introduced  in  Lydia  a  regular 
state  coinage  in  these  two  metals  in  place  of  the  iiTegularly- 
issued  pieces  of  electrum  which  had  preceded  him ;  and  Darius 
the  son  of  Hystaspes,  in  his  general  reform  of  the  Persian 
Empire,  followed  the  example  of  Croesus,  adopting  alike  his 
metals  and  his  standards  of  weights.  The  Persian  gold  Darics, 
as  they  were  called  from  their  founder  {oTaTrjp€s  Aa/»€tKot),i  or 
To^oTtti,  as  they  were  called  from  their  stamp  or  device,  played 
a  very  important  part  throughout  Greek  history,  being  used 
largely  for  subsidies  or  bribery  by  the  Great  King  and  his 
satraps. 

In  Macedon  and  among  the  tribes  of  the  Thracian  Pangseum 
coining  was  in  use  as  early  as  b.g.  500.  The  invention  reached 
the  Greek  cities  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  which  were  at  this  time 
at  least  as  forward  as  the  cities  of  Greece  proper  in  all  appli- 
ances of  civilisation,  apparently  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
sixth  century.  Rome  is  not  supposed  to  have  issued  money 
before  the  time  of  the  Decemvirs.     In  all  parts  the  early  coins 

^  S<fme  writers  now  deny  any  connection  between  the  Daric  and  Darius. 
See  Head,  Hittoria  Numorum,  p.  698. 
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were  struck  in  very  rude  fashion.  An  anvil  was  made  with 
one  or  two  irregular  square  or  oblong  projections  On  these 
was  laid  a  bean^shaped  piece  of  metal.  A  punch  of  iron  or 
bronze  was  then  brought,  on  the  end  of  Which  was  cut  in 
intagho  the  device  which  the  coin  was  to  bear.  Being  struck 
between  this  punch  and  the  projections  of  the  anvil,  the  coin 
bore  on  the  obverse  the  device  which  is  called  its  type,  on  the 
reverse  a  rude  ijKiise^  squaro  or  oblong.  A  reverse  type  was 
used  at  few  cities  before  the  fifth  century.^ 

The  coinage  of  Greece  forms  a  wonderful  commentary  on  the 
free  and  liberty-loving  character  of  its  inhabitants.  No  city 
which  was  autonomous  seems  to  have  been  too  small  to  issue 
coin  with  its  own  types  and  inscriptions.  In  the  island  of  Ceos 
there  were  at  least  three  cities  which  issued  coin ;  in  the  island 
of  Amoigos,  at  least  three.  The  island  of  Sicily  includeil  over 
fifty  Inint^ities,  among  which  some,  such  as  l^iacus,  Nacona, 
and  Ili|mna,  are  all  but  unknown  to  every  one  but  the  numis- 
matist. And  each  city  struck  on  the  standard  of  weight  which 
best  suited  its  markets  and  its  monetary  alliances.  Hence  the 
prodigious  abundance  of  Greek  coins,  difl'ering  in  type,  legend, 
and  weight  one  from  another,  which  furnishes  indeed  to  the 
modem  student  an  immense  quantity  of  valuable  information 
in  every  branch  of  archseology,  but  which  must  have  been  very 
confusing  and  detrimental  to  commerce  at  the  time.  The  usual 
denominations  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  use  in  (vreece  were 
the  tetradrachm  and  didrachm,  equal  respectively  to  four  and 
two  drachms,  the  drachm  (Spaxfii/j),  the  hemidrachm,  the  diobol, 
the  obol,  which  was  the  sixth  of  the  drachm,  and  the  hemioboL 
Pieces  of  lower  value  than  the  hemiobol  were  usually  struck 
in  copper,  after  copper  coin  was  introduced,  which  took  place 
alK)ut  B.O.  400.     At  Athens  there  were  eight  xaXjcoi  in  the 

It  has  been  ably  maintained  by  Professor  Curtius  that  the 
origin  of  coins  was  religious.  He  considers  that  the  need  of  a 
currency  became  most  clear  and  strong  at  the  religious  festivals 
which  took  place  at  fixed  periods  in  connection  with  the  great 
temples  of  antiquity.  The  offerings  of  the  people  on  such 
occasions  would  take  the  form  of  small  bars  or  ingots  of  gold 
or  silver,  and  these,  on  being  accumulated  in  the  temple,  would 
sometimes  be  stamped  with  the  mark  of  the  deity,  the  lyre  for 
Apollo,  the  tortoise  for  Aphrodite,  the  owl  for  Athena.     Thus 

'  For  more  details  of  the  proceu  of  ooining,  see  Types  of  Oreek  Coin$t 
chap.  3. 
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the  earliest  coins  are  everywhere  ingots  thus  marked  with  the 
symbols  and  not  the  heads  or  figures  of  deities.  In  fact,  it  is 
certain  that  in  early  times  coins  were  closely  connected  with 
the  deities  and  their  festivals.  The  coins  of  Ephesus  are 
closely  connected  with  the  temple  of  Artemis ;  those  of  Miletus 
with  the  temple  of  Apollo  at  Didyma.  The  coins  of  Elis  bear 
every  mark  of  a  close  relation  to  the  Olympic  festival.  The 
Homan  mint  was  the  temple  of  Juno  Moneta. 

No  doubt  in  later  times  coinage  became  a  political  rather 
than  a  religious  institution.  Darius  of  Persia  claimed  the 
minting  of  gold  as  his  exclusive  prerogative,  and  allowed  no 
rival  issue  to  his  Darics  to  appear  in  Asia.  Hence  throughout 
ancient  and  early  mediaeval  history,  the  issue  of  gold  coin  was 
the  sign  of  a  claim  to  complete  autonomy.  The  Persian  satraps 
were,  however,  allowed  to  issue  silver,  more  especially  when 
they  were  employed  on  military  expeditions,  and  needed  money 
to  pay  their  troops.  Also  the  Greek  cities  of  Asia  Minor  were 
allowed,  during  a  great  part  of  their  history,  to  issue  electrum 
and  silver  money  of  their  own.  Meantime  everywhere  in 
Greece  the  state  was  stepping  into  the  place  of  the  temple  as 
the  issuer  of  coin.  Hence  throughout  the  flourishing  period  of 
Greek  history  the  most  usual  inscription  on  the  money  is  the 
name  of  the  state  which  issued  it,  or  rather  the  people  of  that 
state.  Thus  the  coins  of  Syracuse  are  regularly  inscribed 
SYPAKOSmN,  the  coins  of  Athens  ABE  for  AeHNAIfiN, 
and  so  forth.  A  king,  or  even  a  despot,  would  introduce  his 
name  in  place  of  this  ethnic  Thus  the  coins  of  Alexander  I. 
and  III.  of  Macedon,  and  those  of  Alexander  of  Pherse,  are 
aHke  inscribed  AAE^ANAPOY.  Until  the  time  of  Philip  of 
Macedon,  we  comparatively  seldom  find  any  other  inscription 
than  those  of  these  two  classes. 

The  types  or  devices  of  early  Greek  coins  are  almost  exclu- 
sively religious.  I  have  already  stated  that  the  earliest  money 
bore  a  mere  indentation  on  the  reverse,  and  on  the  obverse  the 
symbol  of  some  deity.  The  god  or  goddess  selected  for  this 
honour  was  often  the  protecting  divinity  of  the  mint-<;ity.  The 
symbol  was  frequently  an  animal.  Thus,  the  wolf  of  Apollo 
is  impressed  on  the  early  coins  of  Argos,  the  owl  -of  Pallas  on 
those  of  Athens,  Pegasus  on  those  of  Corinth,  and  so  forth.  In 
later  times,  that  is  to  say  early  in  the  fifth  century,  this  symbol 
is  in  most  coinages  transferred  to  the  reverse  of  the  coin,  while 
the  obverse  is  reserved  for  the  effigy  of  the  deity  to  whom  the 
symbol  belongs.  This  is  the  most  general  rule,  but  the  ex- 
ceptions are  very  numerou&    In  fact^  in  every  district  of  Greece 

2c 
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the  coinage  has  a  distinct  character.     In  Sicily  it  la  predomi- 
nantly agoniatic,  the  racing  chariot  and  the  racehorse  marking 
most  of  the  issues ;  in  Gyrene  it  appears  more  commercial, 
hearing   a   figure  of  the  silphium-plant,   the  great   ohject   of 
export.     Yet  even  in  these  cases  there  is  prohably  a  close  con- 
nection  with   religious   cult      The   general   rule  is  that  the 
dominant  religion  of  a  district  or  city  dominates  also  its  coin. 
Thus,  the  coins  of  Macedon  are  full  of  the  symbols  of  Ares 
and  Dionysus,  Herakles  and  Dionysus  reign  supreme  in  the 
coinage  of  Thebes,  Artemis  in  that  of  Ephesus.     Even,  where 
a  religious  reference  may  not  be  at  first  sight  evident^  it  reveals 
itself  on  closer  study.     The  shield  at  Thebes  belongs  not  to  the 
Thebans  bat  to  Herakles  or  Athena,  the  helmet  in  Macedon 
not  to  the  Macedonians  but  to  Ares.      The  ear  of   com   at 
Metapontum  does  not  primarily  refer  to  the  plenteous  harvests 
of  the  place,  but  belongs  to  the  worship  of  Demeter  ;  the  wine- 
cup  at  Kaxoe  does  not  simply  refer  to  the  goodness  of  Naxian 
wine,  but  shows  that  the  island  specially  worshipped  Dionysus. 
Hence,  the  value  of  Greek  coins  in  informing  us  as  to  the 
local  cults  of  various  cities  and  districts.     For  the  Artemis 
of  Ephesus  was  not  the  same  as  the  Artemis  of  Crete,  or  of 
Stymphalus,  nor  the  Apollo  of  Delphi  the  same  as  the  Apollo 
of  Mytilene  or  of  Lycia. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fifth  century  there  begin  to  appear 
on  the  coins  of  most  cities  small  figures  in  the  field  beside  and 
in  subordination  to  the  types.  These  are  called  in  technical 
numismatic  language  symbola  Thus  at  Metapontum,  for 
instance,  beside  the  type,  which  is  an  ear  of  com,  we  find  on 
various  coins  as  symbols  an  owl,  a  mouse,  a  locust,  a  dove,  &c 
It  is  supposed  that  these  subordinate  devices  were  taken  from 
the  private  signet  of  the  magistrate  who  was  responsible  for  the 
issue  of  the  coin.  It  is  well  known  that  the  ancients  used  the 
impression  of  their  signet  rather  than  the  writing  of  their  name 
to  authenticate  deeds.  In  the  same  way,  when  they  were 
monetary  magistrates,  they  sealed,  as  it  were,  the  coin,  to 
indicate  its  date,  and  to  show  who  was  answerable  for  its 
weight  and  fineness.  At  a  somewhat  later  period,  that  is  to 
aay  during  the  course  of  the  fourth  century,  either  in  addition 
to  or  in  place  of  the  symbol,  there  was  introduced  the  name  or 
the  initials  of  the  monetary  magistrate,  sometimes  of  two  or 
three  magistrates  of  various  grades. 

In  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great  the  great  changes-  which 
came  over  Greek  political  and  social  life  affected  also  the  coin. 
Henceforth,  although  a  large  number  of  cities  preserved  a 
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partial  autonomy  and  went  on  issuing  coins  stamped  with  their 
ancient  types,  the  bulk  of  the  Greek  coinage  ceases  to  be  civic 
and  becomes  regal ;  that  is  to  say,  it  bears  both  the  name  and 
the  portrait  of  some  one  of  the  kings  of  Macedon,  Syria,  or 
Egypt,  and  has  his  family  type  on  the  reverse  of  it.  The 
type  of  the  mint- city,  if  it  appear  at  all,  sinks  into  the  sub- 
ordinate position  of  an  accessory  symbol.  So  accurately  does 
the  coinage  reflect  the  political  state  of  Greece.  Dionysius  of 
Syidcuse  dared  not  put  either  his  name  or  his  portrait  on  coins, 
nor  did  Jason  of  Pherse ;  Alexander  of  Pheree  and  Philip  of 
Macedon  marked  their  coin  with  their  name,  but  not  with  their 
portraits.  Even  Alexander  abstained  from  putting  his  head  on 
his  numerous  coins,  leaving  that  honour  to  Pallas  and  Heracles, 
his  special  guardian  deities.  But  the  Diadochi  or  successors 
of  Alexander,  beginning  by  placing  their  master's  effigy  in  the 
character  of  Heracles  on  their  coin,  soon  proceeded  to  substitute 
their  own  heads  as  of  earthly  gods,  and  banished  the  deities  of 
Olympus  to  the  reverse  of  their  money.  Henceforward,  until 
the  fall  of  the  Boman  Empire,  coins  present  to  us  an  admirable 
gallery  of  portraits,  in  which  are  included  not  only  kings  and 
emperors,  but  also  their  wives  and  a  number  of  men  illustrious 
in  various  ways.  Coins  thus  become  in  a  great  degree  the  key 
to  ancient  iconography. 

After  the  Roman  conquest  the  issue  of  gold  money  was  pro> 
hibited  to  all  Greek  cities,  and  the  minting  of  silver  was  allowed 
but  to  "few,  and  under  severe  restrictions.  But  from  the  time 
of  Mark  Antony  to  that  of  Aurelian,  a  host  of  Greek  and 
Hellenistic  cities  issued  a  constant  succession  of  copper  coin. 
This  had  Uttle  intrinsic  value,  and  could  have  been  used  only 
for  very  small  payments,  but  its  variety  is  infinite,  and  the 
amount  of  material  which  it  furnishes  to  the  archasologist 
enormoua  The  pieces  being  intended  only  for  circulation 
within  the  walls  of  a  single  city,  are  distinguished  by  types  and 
inscriptions  of  an  extremely  local  character. 


BOOK  VI 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AND  LEGAL  ANTIQUITIES 

CHAPTER  I 

THE  HOMERIC  STATE 

The  primitive  Aryans  were  a  nomad  people,  who  were  kept 
tocetber  in  their  wanderings  by  the  tie  of  blood  relation- 
bMp       The  members  of   a  family  naturally  held   together. 
Several  families  related  to  each  other  formed  a  clan ;  several 
clans  a  tribe.    The  organisation  of  the  family  was  in  all  proba- 
bilitv  patriarchal,  and  included  grandfather,  father,  and  children. 
To  the  tie  of  blood-relationship  we  may  perhaps  add  that  of 
ancestor-worship :  the  family  was  a  religious  org;ani8ation,  as 
all  its  members  united  in  the  same  worship,  which  was  con- 
ducted by  the  house-father.     In  the  same  way,  the  clan  being 
descended  from  a  common  ancestor,  had  a  common  worship  j 
and  the  head-man  of  the  clan  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  it 
as  the  house-father  to  the  famUy.     Li  war,  the  fighting  men 
of  each  family  fought  side  by  side,  and  the  various  families  of 
a  clan  took  their  orders  from  the  clan-leader  or  war-king,  who 
would  be  elected  to  his  post  on  the  ground  of  pers^l  fitness. 
In  peace,  custom  was  king  of  all,  m  the  phnwe  of  Herodotus  ; 
the  head  of  a  family  laid  down  the  custom  for  his  family  and 
enforced  it  with  pati-ia  potestas.    The  relations  between  families 
were  also  regulated  by  custom,  and  the  custom  was  expounded 
bv  the  house-fathers  assembled  in  council.     Marriage  by  pui- 
chase  (in  place  of  capture)  was  becoming  customary,  as  was  also 
the  offering  and  accepting  of  wer-geld  or  money  compensa- 
tion  for  the  slaying  of  a  man. 

Whether  Homer  was  a  contemporary  of  the  Mycenaean 
civilisation  which  the  discoveries  of  Schliemann  have  smce 
revealed  to  us,  or  whether  the  Homenc  age  was  separated 
from  the  Mycenaean  period  by  the  Doric  mvasion,  in  either 
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case  there  was  an  interyal  between  the  entrance  of  the 
Aryans  into  Greece  and  the  age  of  Homer,  which  was  great, 
probably,  if  measured  merely  by  the  lapse  of  time,  and  very 
great  when  considered  with  reference  to  what  occurred  during 
it.  The  change  from  pastoral  to  agricultural  life,  which  had 
commenced  indeed  before  the  Aryans  entered  Greece,  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  social  and  industrial  habits  of  the  family  were 
consequently  revolutionised.  Again,  the  Greeks,  who  at  the 
commencement  of  this  interval  had  been  in  the  Stone  Age,  by 
the  end  of  it  had  passed  through  the  Bronze  Age  and  were 
%'itnessing  the  beginning  of  the  Iron  Age ;  that  is  to  say,  their 
Industrial  organisation  and  their  material  development  had 
made  an  advance  owing  to  the  discovery  of  metals  and  famili- 
arity with  their  use,  which  was  probably  greater  than  any  that 
had  ever  been  made  before,  except  that  which  followed  on  the 
discovery  and  use  of  fire.  Above  all,  the  transition  had  been 
made  from  the  nomad  mode  of  life  to  the  habits  of  a  settled 
population,  and  the  germs  of  political  power,  which  were  pre- 
viously diffused  probably  throughout  the  tribe,  were  now  tending 
to  become  concentrated  in  towns. 

The  advance  in  political  development  that  the  Homeric 
Greeks  had  made  on  the  family  and  tribal  system  of  the 
earliest  times  is  considerable.  Nothing  can  give  us  more 
striking  evidence  of  the  advance  which  even  the  Greeks 
themselves  felt  that  they  had  made  than  the  fact  that  they 
had  left  the  earlier  stage  so  far  behind  as  to  conceive  that 
it  was  only  possible  among  savage  races  whose  very  existence 
was  mythical.  The  Cyclopes,  according  to  Homer  (Od.  9,  112), 
"  Have  neither  gatherings  for  council  nor  ancient  customs,  but 
they  dwell  on  the  peaks  of  lofty  mountains,  in  hollow  caves, 
and  each  determines  custom  for  his  own  wives  and  children, 
and  they  reck  not  of  one  another."  From  this  we  must  not 
infer  either  that  gatherings  were  wholly  unknown  to  the  earliest 
Greeks,  or  that  in  Homeric  times  the  power  of  the  house-father 
over  his  own  household  had  diminished.^  The  value  of  the 
passage  is  that  it  shows  the  supreme  importance  which  the 
Greeks  had  come  to  put  upon  the  gatherings  of  free  men  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  all  matters  affecting  the  community  in 
its  collective  capacity.  Above  all,  the  passage  shows  us  how 
such  matters  were  settled :  they  were — according  to  the  popular 
theory — ^not  settled  by  the  rule  of  might,  or  by  the  caprice  of 

^  Faata,  Si,  in  der.  IL  und  Od.  86,  draws  the  wrong  inference. 
Even  down  to  hiBtorioftl  Greek  times  no  member  of  a  family  had  any 
legal  standing  as  against  the  house-father. 
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any  individual  or  anj  body  of  persons — even  of  the  majority — 
but  by  "  ancient  cnstomfl  "  (^c/uorcs).  Not  every  man  was  com- 
petent to  determine  or  pronounce  what  the  custom  might  be  in 
any  given  case,  or  at  least  not  every  man  was  listened  to.  The 
claims  to  a  right  to  expound  the  custom  were  the  natural 
claims  of  age  and  good  birth.  The  persons  thus  qualified 
are  accordingly  spoken  of  as  "elders"  (ycpovrcs)  or  "kings" 
(paa-iX.rJ€s)f  or  "  ministers  of  justice "  (SucooiroXoi) ;  and  they 
are  conceived  as  possessing  or  inheriting  the  knowledge  of  the 
customs.  Law,  it  is  to  be  observed — the  enactment  or  pro- 
hibition, laid  down  and  enforced  by  the  statA,  of  certain  classes 
of  actions — ^is  unknown  to  Homer,  and  only  came  into  being 
later,  either  when  the  concentration  of  the  authority  of  the 
state  brought  to  the  state  the  duty  of  enforcing  custom,  which 
thus  became  law ;  or  when  the  abuse,  by  the  possessors,  of  ex- 
clusive knowledge  of  the  custom,  compelled  the  people  to 
demand  that  it  should  be  published  and  enforced  without  par- 
tiality and  without  interpolations. 

The  disputes  which  arise  in  a  society  so  primitive  as  that 
of  Homeric  times  still  was  are,  perforce,  like  society  itself 
in  that  stage,  simple.  The  conditions  of  life  are  too  easy  to 
either  necessitate  or  allow  the  existence  of  a  criminal  class. 
The  only  disputes  were  such  as  naturally  rise  among  neigh- 
1x)urs,  for  in  a  small  community  all  the  members  are  neighbours 
and  known  to  each  other.  These  disputes  might,  and  in  some 
cases  did,  proceed  to  blows  and  end  in  homicide  or  murder. 
Blows  did  not  lead  to  "proceedings"  in  the  legal  sense: 
Thersites  having  been  thrashed  by  Odysseus  has  no  action  for 
assault  and  battery  open  to  him.  With  murder  the  case  was 
somewhat  different :  there  was  indeed  no  state  power  to  which 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased  could  appeal  for  redress,  much 
less  was  there  any  state  power  which  of  its  own  motion  under- 
took to  apprehend  and  punish  the  murderer.  Murder  was  no 
offence  against  the  law  of  the  state,  for  there  was  no  law. 
But  in  Homeric  times  a  feeling  was  gathering  that  murder 
was  an  offence  against  the  members  of  the  community  in  their 
collective  capacity.^     This  feeling  operated  strongly  in  support- 

'  We  may  indeed  safely  generalise  this  proposition,  and  say  that  all 
wrong-doing  which  was  brought  before  the  Agora  or  assembled  village 
was  regarded  vaguely  as  an  offence  against  the  community — at  least  in  so 
far  as  the  moral  support  of  the  community  was  the  only  force  of  a  publio 
nature  that  could  be  invoked  to  give  effect  to  custom.  And  this  is  the 
reason  why  in  the  Agora  soene  of  the  shield  the  disputants  address  them- 
selves quite  as.  muoh  to  the  crowd  of  their  fellow- villa^^ers  as  to  the 
geronUi.    The  latter  indeed  pronounced  the  Qustom,  but  on  the  attitude 


ing  thd  i^latives  of  the  murdered  man,  whether  they  demanded 
blood  or  were  content  to  accept  money  in  compensation.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  there  was  probably  no  possibility  of 
doubting  who  was  the  murderer.  'Where  the  matter  was  not 
one  of  public  notoriety,  it  sufficed  if  a  certain  number  of  the 
kinsmen  of  the  murdered  man  testified  in  the  Agora  as  to  the 
identity  of  the  murderer.^  If,  after  that,  the  family  of  the 
murderer  were  not  content  to  pay  the  wer-geld,  the  amount  of 
which  we  may  conjecture  was  settled  in  the  Agora,  or  "  gather- 
ing for  council,''  in  accordance  with,  the  themistes  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  murderer  generally  found  it  expedient  to  flee  into  a 
far  country  ;  for  if  he  remained  he  would  assuredly  be  killed 
in  revenge,  to  the  satisfaction  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
community  in  general.  There  was  indeed  another  course  which 
the  murderer  could  pursue :  to  promise  the  wer-geld,  and  not 
keep  his  engagement.  It  is  a  commentary  on  the  honesty  of 
the  Homeric  Greek  that  Homer,  wishing  to  select  a  scene  in 
the  Agora  typical  of  the  kind  of  business  brought  most  fre- 
quently before  the  "elders"  or  gerontes  when  engaged  as 
SiKoonroXoi,  chooses  precisely  a  case  in  which  one  man  declares 
that  he  has  paid  all  the  wer-geld  and  the  other  asserts  that  he 
has  received  nothing.^  The  whole  village  is  gathered  together 
to  hear  the  dispute.  Those  members  who  are  distinguished  by 
age  or  position  are  admitted  to  sit  on  the  white  stones  which 
form  a  ring  round  the  Agora.     The  rest  of  the  men  crowd 

of  the  former  depended  the  amount  of  submission  which  would  be  given 
to  it. 

It  is  important  to  notice  also^  that  even  if  there  be  no  trace  in  Homer  of 
the  belief  of  a  later  age  that  guilt  could  be  cleansed  away  by  religious 
ceremonies  and  purifications,  the  first  step  to  that  belief  has  already  been 
made :  guilt  renders  a  man  liable  to  punishment  from  heaven,  especially  in 
cases  where  there  is  no  possibility  of  punishment  from  man.  Murder  brought 
vengeance  from  the  murdered  man's  kin,  if  the  murderer  and  the  mur- 
dered were  of  different  families ;  from  the  house-father  if  they  were  of  the 
same  family.  But  if  the  house-father  were  murdered  by  one  of  his  own 
family,  then  the  Erinyes  of  the  father  were  to  be  dreaded.  If  the  head  of 
the  family  were  murdered  by  his  younger  brother  (being  a  member  of  the 
joint  undivided  family),  then  the  elder  brother  had  the  Erinyes  to  avenge 
him. 

^  This  does  not  appear  from  Homer.  But  Aristotle,  Pol,  ii.  5,  men* 
tions,  and,  not  understanding  it,  ridicules  the  practice.  There  may  be, 
however,  little  hesitation  in  accepting  the  ezistence  of  this  practice  at 
Cyme  as  a  survival  from  a  state  of  things  at  least  as  ancient  as  Homer. 

'  Dr.  Leaf,  however,  ad  loe.  eit^  points  out  that  the  words  may  equally 
well  mean  that  one  prayed  to  be  allowed  to  pay  the  wer*geld  (to  avoid 
exile  or  reprisals),  and  the  other  refused  to  accept  the  money,  and  so 
forego  his  revenge. 
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Totind  tod  are  kept  back  with  difficulty  by  the  heralds.  The 
geronies  having  heard  both  ^des  (who  address  themselves  quite 
as  much  to  those  outside  the  ring  as  to  those  inside  itX  take 
the  sceptre,  the  possession  of  which  indicates  that  the  speaker 
is  *'  in  possession  of  tlie  House,"  ^  one  after  •aaother,  and  give 
*each  his  opinion  on  the  matter.  The  meaning  of  the  rest  of 
the  passage^  which  is  disputed,  will  be  discussed  in  the  next 
|)aragra{)h.  Here  it  is  enough  to  note^  that  as  there  is  in 
Homer  no  state  power  to  afford  redress  in  case  of  murder,  so 
in  civil  cases  there  is  no  power  which  a  creditor,  for  instance, 
can  set  in  motion  to  compel  payment.  In  the  case  just  quoted 
from  Homer,  the  debtor  is  not  "  haled  "  into  the  Agora  by  his 
creditor ;  they  are  both  ''  eager  "  to  appear. 

The  dispute  about  the  payment  of  wer-geld  described  in 
the  previous  paragraph  is  one  of  the  scenes  depicted  on  the 
marvellous  shield  made  by  Hepheestus  for  Achilles  (II.  xviii. 
497-508).  The  principal  difficulty  is  raised  by  the  last  lines 
of  the  passage  :  ''in  their  midst  lay  two  talents  of  gold  to  give 
to  the  man  who  should  speak  amongst  them  most  righteously." 
In  the  grammar  of  the  Greek  there  is  nothing  to  show  whether 
it  is  one  of  the  two  disputants  or  one  of  the  geronies  who  is 
to  receive  the  money  deposited.  The  usage  of  the  original 
expression  "  to  speak  most  righteously "  is  such  that  it  is 
equally  applicable  to  a  man  pleading  his  own  cause  and  to 
one  giving  his  verdict  on  a  suit  (c/  xxiii.  579).  The  passage, 
therefore,  as  far  as  the  language  is  concerned,  may  mean  that 
the  two  talents  are  intended  either  for  one  of  the  geronies  or 
for  the  successful  disputant.  In  support  of  the  former  view 
it  may  be  argued  that  the  run  of  the  passage  seems  to  show 
that  one  of  the  geronies  is  intended,  for  the  lines  quoted 
(507-508)  follow  immediately  on  the  description  of  the  way  in 
which  the  gerotites  rise  and  speak  one  after  the  other,  while 
it  is  so  long  since  the  two  disputants  have  been  mentioned 
(501),  that  it  is  hard  to  imagine  them  referred  to.  Further, 
we  know  generally  that  offerings  were  made  to  the  geronies 
or  "  kings ; "  and  from  Hesiod  we  know  in  particular  that 
offerings  were  made  to  the  ''  kings "  as  a  compensation  for 
their  expenditure  of  time,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  them 
to  render  their  services — an  encouragement  to  which  the  "  gift- 
devouring  kings  "  ( W.  and  D.  38)  were  perfectly  susceptible. 
In  Roman  law,  too,  each  litigant  deposited  a  sum  of  money 

^  11.  xxiii.  568.    ip  8*  Apa  «r^pv|  x<^  ^  ffKrjwrpw  l^i|«ce,  nwri^al  t€  irAciwes 
*Apy€iovt. 
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{Mcramentum\  and  the  unsuccessful  suitor  forfeited  his  deposit 
to  the  prcBtar,  who  took  it  as  compensation  for  his  time  and 
trouble.  In  Homeric  Greece  there  yras  not  one  prcetor,  but 
several  gerorUes  to  decide  the  suit ;  and  we  must  conjecture 
that,  when  they  differed,  the  shouts  of  the  assembled  village 
community  settled  the  question  which  of  them  pronounced 
the  most  righteous  judgment.  This  explanation,  therefore,  is 
in  harmony  with  Greek  habits,^  and  what  is  more,  with  the 
habits  of  a  time  when  law  had  not  yet  displaced  custom. 
Purther,  the  two  talents  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  the  wer- 
geld  in  dispute ;  for  according  to  II.  xxiii.  75,  half  a  talent  of 
gold  is  worth  less  than  an  ox,  and  a  female  slave  was  worth 
ifour  oxen.  A  free  man,  therefore,  would  be  appraised  at  more 
than  two  talents. 

Tlie  two  essentials  of  government,  according  to  Homer,  are, 
as  we  have  seen,  ^therings  of  the  village  community  and 
customs.  The  proof  of  the  anarchy  of  the  Cyclopes  is,  in  the 
poet's  eyes,  not  that  the  Cyclopes  have  no  monarch,  but  that 
they  have  no  gatherings  and  no  customs.  Monarchy  is  in  the 
conception  of  Homer  no  more  necessary  to  hold  a  community 
together  than  it  was  four  centuries  later  in  the  opinion  of  the 
more  backward  Greek  tribes,  or  still  later  among  those  Teutonic 
tribes  which  had  not  yet  developed  a  king.  In  the  gatherings 
which  were  the  indispensable  organ  of  government  according 
to  Homer,  though  all  members  of  the  community  were  or 
might  be  present,  all  were  not  on  an  equal  footing.  The 
speaking  was,  as  a  rule,  left  to  those  whose  age  or  dignity 
ensured  them  a  respectful  hearing ;  and  they  are  dignified 
by  the  name  of  Paa-iXrjes  or  "  kings."  This  use  of  the  appella- 
tion suffices  to  show  that  by  "  king "  is  not  necessarily  meant 
in  Homer  a  monarch,  a  single  ruler,  whose  sole  will  is  law  to 
the  community  he  governs.  Rather  we  have  in  Hesiod  a 
picture  of  the  same  class,  but  drawn  without  the  magnificent 
haze  which  in  Homer  lends  things  more  than  their  true  pro- 
portions,  a  picture  in  which  the  "  kings  "  appear  as  the  head- 
men of  the  village  in  wljich  Hesiod  lives,  and  as  keenly  alive  to 
the  value  of  the  offerings  voluntarily  made  on  certain  occasions  by 
the  villagers.  But  amongst  these  "  kings  "  we  not  unfrequently 
find  in  Homer  one  who  is  called  "  more  of  a  king "  than  the 

^  A  similar  practice  was  known  later  in  Attic  law,  TapoKarapoMj,  and 
is  compared  by  Schomann  {Antiq.  jur.  pub.  Gr^  73).  But  in  Attic  times 
the  object  of  the  deposit  was  to  act  as  a  jtaena  temere  lUigandi,  to  prevent 
vexatious  litigation. 
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others,^  and  nrho  is  distinguished  by  the  superior  respect  paid 
to  him.  To  term  him,  however,  a  monarch,  and  to  call  the 
Homeric  polity  a  monarchy,  is  apt  to  be  misleading,  in  the 
same  way  as  it  would  be  misleading  to  call  it  a  democracy 
because  of  the  existence  of  the  Agora,  or  to  call  it  an  aristocracy 
because  of  the  Boule  or  council  of  gerontes.  The  germs  of  all 
three  forms  of  government  are  present  in  the  Homeric  polity, 
just  as  all  three  organs  of  government,  the  assembly  or  Ecclesia, 
the  Boule,  and  the  monarch,  are  present  in  embryo.  But 
none  of  these  three  organs  is  yet  differentiated  so  far  as  to 
enable  us  to  say  that  it  predominates  absolutely.  Subsequent 
circumstances  were  in  the  case  of  each  community  to  determine 
which  organ  should  grow  by  use,  and  which  by  disuse  remain 
a  rudimentary  organ.  War  was  the  atmosphere  most  favour- 
able to  the  growth  of  monarchy :  distance  from  the  place  of 
assembly  consequent  on  the  growth  of  the  community  would 
prevent  the  people  from  exercising  their  function.  The  absence 
of  the  former  condition  and  the  presence  of  the  latter  would 
develop  the  council  of  gerontes.  But  in  Homeric  times  cir- 
cumstances had  not  yet  favoured  the  evolution  of  any  one 
of  the  three  organs  at  the  expense  of  the  rest.  So  far  from 
being  exclusively  monarchical  is  the  Homeric  polity,  that 
of  all  three  organs  the  monarchical  is  the  only  one  the  func- 
tions of  which  can  be  discharged  by  the  other  two.  The 
gerontes  and  the  people  are  essential  to  the  transaction  of 
business  in  a  gathering :  the  monarch  is  not  indispensable.  Let 
us  examine  the  principal  functions  of  government,  and  see  by 
what  organs  they  are  or  might  be  discharged.  A  government 
which  cannot  make  laws  is  scarcely  a  government  in  the  modem 
sense :  a  community,  therefore,  which  is  governed  by  custom, 
not  law,  can  be  said  to  have  a  government  or  be  a  state  only 
of  a  rudimentary  kind.  Custom  is  not  in  Homer  the  creation 
of  the  will  either  of  people,  gerontes^  or  monarch  ;  *  the  only  privi- 
lege involved  with  it  is  that  of  expounding  it  If  the  privilege 
of  expounding  custom  is  the  exclusive  right  of  the  monarch, 
the  polity  is  so  far  monarchical.  But  in  Homer  the  themistes 
are  just  as  much  in  the  keeping  of  the  gerontes  generally  as  of 
the  monarch  in  particular.'     Amongst  the  functions  of  govem- 

>  Ba<riXciJre/)ot,  fl.  ix.  69,  160,  392,  x.  239 ;  Orf.  xv.  533. 

*  In  IL  zvi.  385  :  Xafip&rarop  x^^'  ^^^P  2'<^^  ^^^  ^^  /^'  ^S/>c<ra'i  Koreff- 
ffdfupot  x^^^''^^^  ^  fi^V  '^  dyopi  (TKoKiiit  KptwunTi  04fii<rrat,  CKoKids  is  pro- 
leptic  :  the  geronta  (not  the  monarch)  expound  th^  custom  crookedly,  i.e., 
falsify  the  custom. 

'  See  the  passage  quoted  in  the  previous  note,  and  of.  iZ.  L  238. 
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ment^  one  of  the  most  important  is  the  administration  of  justice. 
It  is  sometimes  said  that  in  Homer  the  monarch  is  supreme  judge. 
But  in  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey  the  monarch  never  appears 
as  supreme  or  as  sole  judge.  ^  Uniformly,  in  both  description  and 
allusion,^  disputes  are  represented  as  brought  before  the  gerontes 
in  the  Agora.  Nowhere  is  the  monarch  represented  as  occupy- 
ing a  position  different  from  or  more  exalted  than  that  of  the 
other  P<uriXr^€s  in  the  administration  of  justice;  and  in  the 
trial  scene  depicted  on  the  shield  we  have  the  gerontes  dis- 
tinctly administering  justice  without  the  assistance  of  the  mon- 
arch. In  the  history  of  monarchy  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
for  the  existence  of  the  office  has  been  that  the  monarch  used 
his  power  to  enforce  the  law  of  the  land.  In  Home?  the 
monarch  never  exercises  his  power  for  that  purpose.  In  fine, 
as  regards  expounding,  administering,  and  enforcing  the  law, 
or  rather  custom,  the  monarch — if  monarch  we  can  call  him — 
enjoys  no  privilege  which  the  other  P(icn.krj€s  do  not  also  possess. 
As  regards  the  important  power  of  summoning  a  gathering,  the 
case  is  the  same :  the  monarch  possesses  the  power,  but  the 
other  Pcuri,krj€s  also  possess  it,  e.g.,  Achille.s,  not  Agamemnon, 
calls  the  first  gathering  in  the  Iliads  Nothing  proves  the 
existence  of  government  more  conclusively  than  the  power  of 
raising  taxes.  In  Homer  taxes  are  unknown :  the  monarch 
receives  gifts  (or  "  benevolences  ")  of  oxen,  wine,  &c. ;  *  but  the 
gerontes  share  them.^  The  monarch  has  also  a  crown-demesne  ^ 
(attached  to  the  office,  not  the  property  of  the  individual) ; 
but  such  grants  of  public  lands  are  made  to  other  /ScurLXrje^  as 
well.^  Turning  to  the  external  relations  of  the  community,  we 
find  that  in  peace  the  monarch  represents  the  community,  but 
the  gerontes  also  act  in  its  name ;  ^  and  even  in  war,  when  the 
monarch  might  be  expected  to  act  with  the  most  absolute 
power,  he  usually  consults  the  gerontes,  and  frequently  the 
people  as  well,  before  taking  any  important  step. 

In  peace  and  in  war,  in  foreign  and  domestic  relations,  in 
the  legislative,  deliberative,  judicial,  and  executive  functions  of 
government,  the  monarch  in  Homer  has  no  power  which  the 
gerontes  do  not  also  possess,  no  power  which  the  gathering  of 

^  IL  xviiL  503,  xvi.  386. 

'  //.  xxiit  573,  i.  238  ;  Od.  xi.  547,  186,  xii.  440. 

'  /Z.  L  54  ;  cf .  Od.  ii.  27,  xxiv.  420,  xvi.  361.  As  regards  summoiiing 
the  BpvX^  the  case  is  agatti  the  same  :  the  monarch  summons  it,  bat  the 
other  fiaatkijet  also  summon  it.    Od,  vi.  54.  *  IL  ix.  i  C5. 

•  11  XTii.  25a  •  W/ierot  i-^IL  vi.  194,  ix.  578, 

'  IL  XX.  184.  8  n.  ix.  574. 
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gerontes  and  people  cannot  exercise  quite  as  irell  in  the  absence 
as  in  the  presence  of  the  monarch.^  In  what  sense,  therefore, 
can  the  monarch  be  said  to  be  *'  more  of  a  king  "  than  the  other 
)8curiA^€s1  what  distinguishes  Agamemnon  from  Achilles,  or 
Odysseus  from  the  other  P<Kri,\rJ€^  of  Ithaca  1  Two  things : 
the  other  l3<uriX.rJ€q  usually  allow  the  monarch  to  exercise  the 
functions  which  they  are  equally  entitled  to  exercise ;  and  the 
monarch  has  an  immunity  in  his  actions  superior  only  in  degree 
to  that  of  the  gerontes,^  Thersites  submits  to  indignity  at  the 
hands  of  Odysseus;  Achilles  to  indignity  from  Agamemnon. 
The  gathering  which  witnesses  these  scenes  may  or  may  not 
approve  of  the  action  of  the  monarch.  But  even  if  it  does  not 
approve,  it  does  not  resist.  There  is,  however,  the  feeling  that 
such  action  on  the  part  of  the  monarch  brings  down  the  wrath 
of  the  gods,  as  does  falsification  of  custom  by  the  geronte»  in 
the  Agora.'  This  submission  on  the  part  of  the  people  was 
doubtless  partly,  perhaps  mainly,  due  to  the  sanctity  of  the 
jSocTiX'^c?,  whose  rule  was  regarded  as  a  sway  divine.  The  sub- 
mission of  the  l3<uriX.rJ€i  to  the  monarch  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
plained in  this  way,  for  it  is  not  possible  to  doubt  that  in  some 
cases — Ithaca  for  instance — the  office  of  monarch  was  not  divine 
and  hereditary,  but  elective.^  Indeed,  it  may  be  with  greater 
reason  doubted  whether  the  office  was  ever  hereditary.  The 
one  instance  in  which  Homer  distinctly  represents  it  as  heredi- 
tary is  that  of  Agamemnon ;  and  this  is  precisely  the  instance 
in  which  tradition  may  reasonably  be  conjectured  to  have  led 
Homer  to  lend  to  his  picture  a  touch  not  borrowed  from  the 
facts  of  his  own  time. 

The  ties  of  blood  which  hold  together  a  wandering  tribe  are 

^  To  this  we  may  add  :  (i)  that  that  part  of  the  land  of  the  oommunity 
which  was  not  yet  oooupied  belong!  not  to  the  monarch  but  to  the  com- 
munity. It  is  from  the  oommunity  that  the  monarch  and  others  receive 
their  TtfUni  (IL  xx.  1S4,  ix.  57S,  vi.  194,  xiL  113);  (2)  that  in  war  the 
army  fights  according  to  Tribes  and  Phratries  (see  Fanta,  35  ff.),  not  under 
the  command  of  the  monarch ;  (3)  Agamemnon  did  not  command  the 
attendance  of  the  /So^iX^f  at  Troy ;  they  came  in  consequence  of  their 
oath  (7Z.  it  286,  339) ;  (4)  the  monarch  has  the  power  of  life  and  death  in 
no  greater  degree  than  any  of  the  Baffikij€t, 

'  To  this  we  may  perhaps  add  the  greater  gifts  received  by  the  monarch. 
Telemachus  sums  up  the  s^dvantages  of  monarchy  {Od.  L  392) :  od  iih  ydp 
re  jrajc^r  pa<n\€v4fur.  al^a  t4  ol  dQ  d^rei&r  r^Xerac  koI  nfi'i4ffT€p9t  ai>rts. 

*  IL  xvi.  387. 

^  Od,  i  394.  The  rffjuofot  goes  with  the  office  ;  the  rifupos  does  not 
necessarily  remain  in  the  family  of  Odysseus  {Od.  zi.  184),  neither  tber»> 
fore  does  the  office.  Alcinous  {Od.  vii.  150)  and  Priam  {iL  xx.  185)  are  in 
the  same  case. 
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at  first  strengthened  by  the  tie  of  neighbourhood  which  a 
settled  life  producea  But  with  the  expansion  of  the  com- 
munity local  distinctions  arise  which  were  unknown  before. 
The  land  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  village,  at  first 
sufficient  to  support  the  inhabitants,  no  longer  suffices  when 
they  become  more  numerous.  Some  families  must  go  farther 
afield.  Thus  arises  the  distinction  between  town  and  country, 
a  distinction  already  known  to  Homer.  ^  But  to  live  in  the 
town  far  from  one's  farm  was  a  thing  which  could  be  done  only 
by  those  who  were  rich  enough  to  own  slaves  to  cultivate  their 
ground.  Thus  this  local  distinction  tended  to  emphasise  the 
distinction  between  rich  and  poor ;  and  as  the  Agora,  the  centre 
of  government,  was  in  the  town,  the  mere  growth  of  the  com- 
munity tended  to  withdraw  the  people  from  the  discharge  of 
their  function,  and  to  give  the  gerontes  superior  facilities  for 
the  exercise  of  their  power.  But  the  nobles  were  not  the  only 
persons  attracted  to  the  town ;  artisans  came,  the  smith,  the 
potter,  leather-makers,  carpenters  engaged  for  building  houses 
or  boats,  and  making  spears,  bows,  or  seats,  stone-masons,  cart- 
wrights,  and  wheel-wrights,  &c  Though  we  here  have  the 
germs  of  the  artisan  class  and  of  a  town  population  deriving  its 
subsistence  from  other  industries  than  agriculture,  we  must  not 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  this  class  in  Homeric  times. 
Division  of  labour  was  still  in  a  very  rudimentary  condition ; 
metal-working  was  indeed  the  special  work  of  the  smith,  but 
leather-dressing,  carpentering  in  aU  its  forms,  and  the  other 
simple  industries  of  the  age  were  performed  mainly  by  each 
family  for  itself.  Weaving  and  spinning  and  the  manufacture 
of  clothes  were  still  the  work  of  the  women  of  each  household ; 
men  of  the  rank  of  Odysseus  not  only  superintended  the  culti- 
vation of  their  own  farms,  but  could  pride  themselves  on  car- 
penter's work  done  by  their  own  hands. 

The  division  of  labour  implied  in  the  rise  of  an  artisan  class 
and  the  distinction  between  town  and  country  are  not  the  only 
signs  of  the  growth  of  the  community  to  be  found  in  Homer. 
Before  his  time  capital  and  labour  were  united  in  the  joint 
undivided  family ;  now  we  find  them  separated.  The  class  of 
common  labourers,  Thetes  (Od.  iv.  644),  depending  for  sub- 
sistence on  the  work  of  their  hands  and  the  wages  they  can 
earn,  has  now  arisen.  Capital  and  labour  were  to  some  extent 
employed  in  commerce  (Od,  viii.  161);  but  their  usual  occu- 
pation was  in  agriculture,  and  here  there  was  little  demand  for 

^  Od.  i.  185,  xiz.  296  ;  JL  zvi.  235. 
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hired  labour,  inasmuch  as  the  soil  was  tilled  and  cattle  bred 
either  by  the  toil  of  the  landowners  themselves,  when  they 
were  small  men,  or  by  slaves  on  the  larger  farms.  The  sources 
of  slavery  were  war,^  and  to  a  smaller  extent  kidnapping;- 
while  the  supply  was  maintained  by  breeding  and  by  purchase, 
for  a  trade  in  slaves  undoubtedly  flourished.'  The  moral  de- 
gradation of  the  man  reduced  to  slavery  was  fully  recognised  ;  ^ 
but  though  the  master  had  the  power  of  death,^  and  exercised 
it,^  the  simple  character  of  Homeric  life  made  the  distance 
between  master  and  slave  much  less,  and  the  slave's  lot  there- 
fore much  easier,  than  was  the  case  in  later  times.  !N'ausicaa 
plays  ball  with  the  slaves,  Eumseus  greets  Telemachus  as  a  son, 
and  Melanthius  takes  his  seat  at  table  with  the  suitors  without 
ceremony  or  apology  J  The  slave  could  possess  property,  a 
house  and  wife,  and  even  slaves  of  his  owa®  In  conclusion, 
slaves  were  not  numerous,  no  instance  of  emancipation  occurs, 
and  no  mention  is  made  of  the  existence  of  a  class  like  the 
Helots  or  Penestse,  consisting  of  a  previous  population  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  slavery. 

Finally,  the  existence  of  beggars,  both  casual  and  profes- 
sional, might  establish  the  claim  of  Homeric  society  to  rank  as 
completely  civilised,  if  it  were  not  counterbalanced  by  the 
absence  of  a  criminal  class. 


CHAPTER  II 

THE   HISTORY  OF  THE   SPARTAN   CONSTITUTION 

The  Spartans  were  not  the  first  Greeks  who  occupied  Sparta, 
nor  was  Sparta  the  first  portion  of  Greek  soil  that  the  Spartans 
settled  on.  The  memory  of  these  facts  is  preservetl,  though 
perverted,  in  the  myth  of  the  return  of  the  Heracleidee.  To 
endeavour  to  convert  any  of  the  details  of  this  myth  into  facts 
of  history  would  be  to  indulge  in  the  alchemy  of  history  :  the 
attempt  is  one  which  modem  science  is  abandoning  as  much  in 
liistory  as  it  has  abandoned  the  search  for  the  philosopher's 
stone  in  chemistry.     We  must  content  ourselves  'with  saying 

1  11.  he.  593 ;  Od.  ix.  40.  '  Od.  xv.  403. 

*  It.  vii.  475,  xxi.  78,  xxii.  4S ;  OtL  xiv.  115,  449,  xx.  .^83. 

*  Od.  xvii.  322.  •  Od.  xix.  91.  «  Od.  xxii.  441. 

7  Fanta,  40,  and  Od.  vi.  85,  xvi.  23,  xvii.  256.    Cf.  xviii.  329,  xxit.  38$. 
'  Od,  xiv.  449/62,  xxi,  214,  xvii.  256. 
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that  linguistic  paleontology  has  made  it  almost  certain  that 
Greece  received  its  Greek  population  from  the  north,  and  that 
it  is  therefore  prohable  that  the  myth  is  right  in  making  the 
Dorians  who  populated  Sparta  come  from  the  north.  It  seems 
also  probable  that  their  migration  was  but  one  incident  in  a 
general  movement  of  the  tribes  inhabiting  Greece,  which  took 
place  about  1000  b.c.  and  which  changed  the  whole  political 
map  of  the  country.  Whence  or  by  what  route  the  Spartans 
came  to  Sparta  is  matter  of  conjecture.  The  traditions  of  an- 
tiquity made  them  come  from  Doris  by  Kaupactus^  and  regarded 
their  departure  from  Doris  as  due  to  the  same  pressure  of  tribes 
from  the  north  as  the  Boeotians'  from  their  primitive  settle- 
ments in  Thessaly  to  their  historical  abodes  in  Boeotia.  The 
analogy  of  the  mode  in  which  other  Aryan  peoples  settled  in 
the  countries  thef  are  found  to  occupy  at  the  dawn  of  history 
makes  its  probable  a  priori  that  the  Dorians  did  not  enter 
Sparta  in  one  compact  host,  but  in  detached  bands,  who  settled 
down  in  separate  village  communities;  and  this  presumption 
gains  some  confirmation  from  the  fact  that  the  villages  which, 
when  united,  came  to  be  known  as  the  to^m  of  Sparta,  were 
not  the  only  villages  in  the  district  of  LacedsBmon  which  were 
settled  by  Dorians.  There  are  also  indications  that  the  country 
was  entered  not  from  one  side  only,  nor  exclusively  by  land, 
but  from  the  sea  also,  and  from  several  quarters.  It  seems  also 
probable  that  the  Dorians  who  settled  in  the  valley  of  the 
Eurotas  and  became  the  Spartans  of  history  were  a  long  time 
conquering  the  whole  of  the  valley.  Amyclas,  a  town  not  very 
far  south  of  Sparta,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  original  population 
long  after  Sparta  was  occupied  by  the  Dorian  invaders. 

Like  the  Teutonic  tribes  that  conquered  England,  the  Dorian 
tribes  which  conquered  Sparta  settled  in  village  communities, 
and,  we  can  hardly  doubt,  divided  the  land  they  conquered  in 
lots,  icX^/ooi,  among  themselves.  For  this  process  we  have  the 
analogy  of  the  procedure  usual  in  this  respect  at  the  foundation 
of  a  Greek  colony,  as  well  as  the  parallel  of  the  Teutonic  tribes 
and  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  Gortyna  Code.  In  addition 
to  these  analogies  we  have  direct  statements  in  support  of  the 
existence  of  these  land-lots,  kX^/^oi,  in  Sparta  by  Greek  writers, 
statements  which  can  with  great  probability  be  traced  back  to 
the  historian  Ephorus,  and  therefore  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
fiction  promulgated  for  political  purposes  in  the  time  of  Agis 
and  Cleomenes,  as  Grote  has  argued. 

That  the  distinction  between  simple  and  noble  was  known 
to  the  Spartans  as  to  other  Greeks,  and  to  the  Aryans  generally, 


4l6  CONSTITUTIONAL    AND    LEGAL   ANTIQUITIES 

is  a  reasonable  presumption,  though  it  is  hard  to  find  a  distinct 
statement  to  that  effect  in  our  Greek  authorities.  But  the 
distinction,  if  not  explicitly  stated,  is  plainly  implied.  We 
have  throughout  Greek  history  allusions  to  the  division  of  the 
Spartan  full  citizens  into  the  wealthy  class  and  the  poor.  But 
as  the  only  form  of  wealth  a  Spartan  was  allowed  to  possess 
was  property  in  land,  and  as,  according  to  a  statement  which 
may  be  referred  eventually  to  the  authority  of  Aristotle,  a 
Spartan  was  not  allowed  to  sell  the  land-lot  which  he  occupied, 
but  which  was  still  regarded  as  the  property  of  the  state,  it 
follows  that  those  Spartans  who  possessed  other  landed  property 
besides  their  Meros  cannot  have  acquired  it  by  purchasing  the 
land-lots  of  their  fellow-citizens,  but  that  in  the  beginning, 
when  the  conquered  land  was  portioned  out,  they,  or  rather 
their  ancestors,  must  have  received  estates  over  and  beyond  the 
Meros  of  the  ordinary  citizen.  In  other  Aryan  peoples  too  we 
find  that  certain  members  of  the  community  received  lai^er 
grants  of  land  in  the  same  way,  and  we  also  find  that  it  was 
the  nobles  who  received  the  larger  grant  We  may  therefore 
infer  the  existence  of  the  distinction  between  noble  and  simple 
to  have  existed  in  Sparta  also  from  the  beginning.  That  the 
principle  of  making  larger  grants  was  known  to  the  Spartans  is 
also  indicated  by  the  fact  that  among  them,  as  amongst  other 
Greeks,  the  king  received  a  special  grant  of  land,  a  temenos. 

From  this  social  system  were  developed  political  institutions 
such  as  we  have  already  met  elsewhere.  Here  too  we  find  an 
assembly  of  all  free  men,  a  body  of  elders  elected  by  the  free 
men;  while  the  struggle  which  the  community  had  to  carry 
on  during  many  generations  with  the  original  inhabitants  for 
very  existence  gave  to  the  war-king  a  permanent  importance  in 
the  organisation  of  the  state. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  speak  of  the  development  of  the 
Spartan  constitution,  as  the  whole  tendency  of  its  organisation 
was  to  prevent  development.  But  though  the  growth  alike  of 
monarchy  and  democracy  was  effectually  checked,  to  maintain 
the  existing  order  of  things  without  change  or  modification 
was  beyond  the  power  even  of  Spartan  discipline.  The  result 
was  that  the  changes  which  took  place  were  all  converted  to 
the  interests  of  oligarchy,  and  such  development  as  did  take 
place  was  but  the  strengthening  of  the  oligarchical  element  of 
the  constitution.  The  social  causes  which  operated  elsewhere 
to  produce  the  growth  of  a  population  outside  the  body  of 
privileged  citizens,  and  thus  to  make  government,  even  by  the 
whole  of  the  citizen  body,  the  government  of  the  few,  had  their 
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full  effect  in  Sparta  also.  .  The  exact  way  in  which  they  took 
effect  in  Sparta  was  peculiar  to  Sparta.  The  garrison-like  life 
which  the  Spartans,  surrounded  by  a  hostile  native  population, 
were  compelled  to  lead,  had  as  one  of  its  features  the  famous 
Syssitia  of  Sparta.  A  Spartan  father  of  a  family  did  not  take 
his  meals  in  the  family  circle,  but  with  the  other  Spartans  at  a 
public  mess,  syssitia.  The  food  at  these  messes  was  provided 
by  the  members  of  the  mess,  and  a  Spartan  who  was  too  poor 
to  be  able  to  make  his  contribution  was  excluded  from  the 
sj/ssUicL  This  exclusion  carried  with  it  exclusion  from  political 
rights,  from  citizenship.  Now  the  land  lot,  the  kleros,  which 
originally  sufficed  for  the  support  of  one  family,  in  course  of 
time  would  come  to  be  inadequate  to  the  support  of  all  the 
descendants  of  that  family,  and  thus  there  grew  up  a  number 
of  men.  Spartan  by  birth,  but  through  poverty  not  citizens  of 
Sparta.  They  were  called  Hypomeione&  As  early  as  the  first 
Messenian  war,  the  growth  of  a  non-privileged  population  sur- 
rounding and  threatening  the  nucleus  of  privileged  citizens  had 
resulted  in  a  conspiracy  which  might  have  ended  in  a  revolu* 
tion,  but  that  it  was  discovered  and  the  malcontents  drafted  off 
as  colonists. 

If  the  force  of  circumstances  and  the  laws  of  nature  con- 
verted what  had  originally  been  a  meeting  of  all  the  freemen 
of  the  community  into  a  meeting  of  a  minority  of  the  freemen 
of  the  country,  legalisation  meanwhile  was  not  wanting  to 
lessen  the  power  even  of  the  citizen  body.  By  a  rheira  or  law, 
referred  to  the  time  of  the  kings  Theopompus  and  Polydorus, 
the  Gerontes  and  kings  were  authorised  to  override  the  de- 
cisions of  the  assembly  of  free  citizens,  at  Sparta  called  the 
Apella,  at  their  own  good-will.  Thus  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  state  was  in  effect  withdrawn  from  the  citizens,  and  handed 
over  to  an  oligarchical  body  of  thirty  nobles ;  for  the  Grerousia 
consisted  of  the  twenty-eight  Gerontes  and  the  two  kings. 
Whether  the  kings  and  the  Gerontes,  having  excluded  the 
demos  from  the  sovereignty,  proceeded  to  fight  for  it  between 
themselves,  is  a  point  on  which  we  have  no  direct  information. 
It  seems  probable,  as  regards  the  Gerontes,  that  not  only  did 
they  thus  arrogate  to  themselves  the  right  of  overriding  the 
decisions  of  the  Apella,  but  that  they  contrived  to  limit  the 
power  of  the  citizen  body  in  another  way.  The  Gerontes  were 
elected  by  the  citizens,  and  thus  in  theory,  though  governed 
by  the  Gerontes,  the  citizens  did  at  least  choose  their  own 
rulers.  But  the  form  of  a  constitution  is  one  thing,  the  spirit 
and  sense  in  which  it  is  worked  another.    The  forms,  and  even 
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the  purpose,  of  the  coDstitution  may  be  entirely  defeated  by 
the  way  of  working  it.     In  what  way  the  popular  election  of 
the  Gerontes  was  converted  into  a  farce,  and  the  power  of  free 
choice  withdrawn  from  the  citizens,  we  do  not  know.     But 
Aristotle  calls  the  mode  of  election  ^*  childish,''  and  he  also 
qualifies  the  Gerousia  as  "dynastic  in  the  extreme,"  i.e.,  a 
corporation  of  the  closest  possible  description.    It  seems,  there- 
fore, probable  that  means  were  found  by  which  election  to  the 
Gerousia  was  in  practice  confined  to  certain  noble  dynastic 
families.     If  the  Gerontes  thus  completely  succeeded  in  ex- 
cluding not  only   the  body  of  free  citizens,  but  even   the 
non-dynastic  nobles  from  political  power,  they  were  equally 
successful  in  their  struggle,  if  struggle  there  was,  with  the 
monarchical  element  of  the  constitution.     The  cause  of  their 
success  is  plainly  and  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  there  were  two  kings,  not  one,  in  Sparta.     The  origin 
of  the  divided  kingship  is  unknowiL     The  myth  invented 
to  account  for  it  was,  that  originally  there  was  but  one  king, 
and  that  the  birth  of  twins  in  the  royal  house  led  to  the 
division  of  the  kingship.     Modern  inquirers  have  quoted  the 
analogy  of  the  two  consuls  at  Rome,  or  have  referred  the  double 
kingsMp  to  the  rivalry  of  powerful  families,  or  have  regarded 
it  as  indicating  an  early  fusion  of  two  originally  independent 
communities,  one  Dorian,  one  AchsBan.     The  last  hypothesis  is 
an  inference  probably  mistaken  from  a  passage  in  Herodotus 
(v.  72),  where  one  of  the  kings,  Cleomenes,  who  belonged  to 
the  royal  house  of  the  Eurypontidse,  says  to  the  priestess  of 
Athena  Polias  in  the  Erechtheum  at  Athens,  **  I  am  no  Dorian 
but  an  AchsBan.''     In  the  sense,  however,  in  which  Cleomenes 
spoke  the  other  king  was  as  much  an  Achaean  as  Cleomenes 
himself :  both  kings  were  made  by  the  official  Lacedaemonian 
myth  to  be  descended  from  the  Heraclidse,  who  were,  according 
to  the  myth,  Achaeans.     We  may  perhaps  conjecture  (with 
Holm)  that  the  double  kingship  was  due  to  the  fusion  not 
indeed  of  a  Dorian  and  an  Achaean  community,  but  of  two 
distinct  Dorian  bands  of  settlers.     This  conjecture  might  have 
been  made  earlier,  had  it  been  recognised  that  the  Dorians  in 
all  probability  did  not  enter  the  Feloponnese  in  one  host,  but 
in  detached  bands  of  invaders.     Whatever  may  have  been  the 
origin  of  the  divided  kingship,  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to 
assume  (as  Holm,  G.  G.  i.  210,  does)  that  it  was  divided  with  the 
intention  of  weakening  the  monarchical  element.      The  fact^ 
however,  that  neither  royal  house  was  allowed  to  depose  or 
swallow  up  the  other  (they  were  not  allowed  to,  at  any  rate  did 
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not,  intermarry),  shows  however,  that  the  aristocracy  came  to 
see  that  the  division  of  the  kingship  guaranteed  the  continuance 
o{  their  own  dynastic  power.  The  division  of  the  kingship  also 
eiplaitis  how  it  was  that,  essential  as  the  military  office  was  to 
the  very  existence  of  a  community  surrounded,  like  the  Spartan, 
bjr  a  hostile  native  population,  it  still  was  not  allowed  hy  the 
aristocracy  to  take  to  itself  the  other  executive  functions  of  the 
stute,  but  was  for  ever  limited  to  the  strict  duty  of  the  original 
war-king  or  lieretogoy  i.e.,  was  in  Aristotle's  words  '^  a  perpetual 
and  irresponsible  generalship."  Indeed,  in  accordance  with  the 
tendency  in  virtue  of  which  the  oligarchical  element  in  the 
Spartan  constitution  grew  at  the  expense  of  the  other  elements, 
the  kings  in  the  course  of  time  came  to  lose  some  of  the  powers 
which  belonged  to  them  originally  and  of  right.  The  declaration 
of  war,  which  had  been  the  right  of  the  kings,  was  assumed  by 
the  oligarchy.  The  foreign  policy  of  the  country,  which  would 
naturally  to  a  large  extent  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  kings  as 
long  as  they  exercised  this  right,  was  eventually  withdrawn  from 
them.  And  not  only  was  the  navy,  when  it  came  into  exist- 
ence, not  intrusted  to  them,  but  they  came  to  be  controlled 
even  in  the  discharge  of  their  military  duties  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  oligarchy. 

Undoubtedly  the  triumph  of  the  oligarchy  over  the  monarchi- 
cal element  of  the  constitution  was  largely  secured  by  the  aid 
of  the  £phor8.  The  oligarchy  could  never  have  contended  so 
successfully  with  an  executive  officer  of  the  importance  of  the 
kings  of  Sparta,  had  they  not  possessed  executive  officials  as 
instruments  of  their  own.  In  Rome,  the  Consuls  wer^  practi- 
cally powerless  against  the  Senate,  because  the  Consuls  were  in 
power  but  for  a  year,  while  the  Senate  went  on  for  ever.  In 
Sparta,  however,  the  kings  were  as  permanent  as  the  Grerousia 
itself.  The  conditions  therefore  were  different ;  and  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  the  result  would  not  have  been  different  also, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  £phors.  The  origin  of  this  board  of 
Ave  is  involved  in  absolute  obscurity.  It  has  been  supposed 
^at  they  were  in  some  way  connected  with  the  five  village 
communities,  #c(i>/Liat,  out  of  which  the  town  of  Sparta  was  formed. 
In  Sparta  itself  in  late  times  there  was  a  tradition  that  they 
were  the  creation  of  the  kings,  who  found  that  the  growing 
duties  of  the  executive  made  it  necessary  to  erect  a  board  of 
magistrates  to  relieve  them  of  some  of  their  civil  duties.  Again, 
.the  fact  that  they  were  chosen,  not  necessarily  from  amongst 
men  of  wealth  or  birth,  but  from  the  ranks  of  the  people,  has 
xaused  them  to  be  compared  to .  the  tribunes  of  the  people  at 
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Rome.  As,  however,  the  most  ancient  function  that  they  can  be 
shown  to  have  exercised  was  censorial  in  its  nature,  and  as  they 
undoubtedly  did  in  historical  times  exercise  a  supervision,  in 
accordance  with  the  etymological  meaning  of  the  word  €^/x>9, 
which  gave  them  a  remarkably  strict  control  over  every  member 
of  the  Spartan  state,  even  over  the  kings  themselves ;  and  as 
the  tremendous  growth  of  their  power  is  easily  understood  if  we 
assume  that  it  was  m  its  origin  censorial,  we  may,  in  the  absence 
of  positive  information  as  to  the  creation  of  this  board  of  officials, 
conclude  that  their '  functions  were  in  the  beginning  rather 
censorial  than  executive  or  political  The  office  was  not  in 
itself  oniB  Which  necessarily  need  have  come  to  play  into  the 
"hands  of  the  oligarchs.  As  every  full  and  free  citizen  was 
eligible  for  the  post,  the  institution  might  well  have  proved  an 
lnstrumen£  of  democracy.  The  enormous  extent  of  the  power 
exercised  eventu^ly  by  the  Ephors  might  have  made  this  office 
a  tyranny.  There  was  no  reason,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  why  the 
"Ephors  should  not  have  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
monarchical  element.  As  a  matter  of  fact  and  history,  however, 
we  find  that  the  more  the  powers  of  the  Ephors  increased,  the 
more  oligarchical  the  constitution  of  Sparta  came  to  be  in  its 
practical  working.  It  is  .a  necessary  inference,  therefore,  that 
the  institution  of  the  Ephorate  was  worked  in  the  interests  of 
the  oligarchical  element,  and  it  remains  for  us  to  interpret  the 
few  facts  we  possess  accordingly.  We  may  conjecture  that  the 
democratic  tendency  of  the  institution  (the  eligibility  of  every 
Spartan  citizen  for  the  office)  was  defeated  by  the  method  of 
election.  What  the  method  was  we  do  not  know :  Aristotle 
stigmatises  it  as  childisL  Apparently  it  allowed  the  oligarchs 
to  work  it  for  their  own  ends.  Tyrannical  as  was  the  action  of 
the  Ephors  in  the  zenith  of  their  power,  the  individual  Ephors 
were  prevented  from  administering  it  in  subservience  to  their 
own  ambition,  partly  by  the  fact  that  the  board  consisted  of  five 
Ephors,  and  partly  by  the  limited  tenure  of  office :  i^  was  annual 
and  the  holders  were  accountable  to  their  successors.  How  the 
appointment  of  Ephoi's  came  to  rest  practically  with  the  oligarchs 
we  do  not  know,  but  the  result  of  its  appropriation  by  them 
was  that,  as  the  Ephors  were  not  for  the  monarchical  element, 
they  were  against  it,  and  their  powers  steadily  grew  at  its 
expense.  Not  only  was  the  control  of  the  foreign  policy  claimed 
and  obtained  by  the  Ephors  to  the  exclusion  of  the  kings,  but 
the  kings  were  overruled  even  in  the  exercise  of  their  military 
functions  by  the  Ephors.  Finally,  the  supervision  which  the 
'Ephors  as  censors  exercised  over  the  conduct  of  every  member 
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of  the  state  was  extended  to  include  the  right  of  calUng  even 
the  kings  tp  account. 

No  name  is  more  closely  connected  by  tradition  wit!(i  the 
constitutional  history  of  Sparta  than  that  of  l^ycurgus.  We 
have,  however,  as  yet  made  no  mention  of  him,,  partly  because 
it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determii^  with  any  proba^ 
bility.  what  precisely  were  the  services  he  rendered  to  Sparta ; 
and  still  more  because  the  origin  and  the  development  of  the 
constitution  can  be  satisfactorily  explained  without  reference 
to  him.  The  statements  made  by  ancient  authors  as  to  his 
personal  history  become  more  precise  the  more  remote  the 
biographer  is  in  time  from  the  subject  of  his  biography.  At 
the  same  time  the  more  precise  the  statements  made  by  one 
writer,  the  more  precisely  inconsistent  they  become  with  the 
statements  made  by  other  writers.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that 
no  trust  is  to  be  placed  in  tliese  stories,  and  that  if  we  admit 
bis  existence  as  a  historical  personage,  we  must  also  assert  our 
complete  ignorance  as  to  his  personal  history.  Even  the  details 
of  lys  life,  which  are  shadowy  enough  to  make  the  charge  of 
inconsistency  against  them  untenable,  bear  such  a  remarkable 
resemblance  to  stories  told  of  another  great  legislator,  Solon, 
that' they  can  claim  no  credibility.  Lycurgus,  who  was  the 
guardian  of  an  infant  king,  according  to  s^me  authorities 
belonging  to  one  royal  house,  according  to  others  belonging 
to  the  other,  undertook,  like  Solon,  extensive  voyages,  which, 
like  Solon's  voyages,  included  a  visit  to  Crete,  from  which 
island,  according  to  some  authorities,  he  borrowed  the  Spartan 
constitution,  while  according  to  others  it  was  the  work  of  the 
Delphic  oracle,  from  which  again  Solon  was  said  to  have 
derived  legislative  inspiration.  Lycurgus,  too,  like  Solon,  had 
something  to  do  with  the  Homeric  poems  and  their  mode  of 
recitation.  Finally,  both  great  legislators  went  into  voluntary 
exile .  towards  the  end  of  their  lives.  From  this  it  is  plain 
that^  i|  Lycurgus  ever  existed,  he  lived  so  long  before  historic 
times  that  every  actual  fact  concerning  his  life  has  passed  into 
the  region  of  myth.  When  we  come  to  his  legislation,  we  find 
an  equally  unsatisfactory  uncertainty  hanging  over  the  subject. 
By  turns  every  institution  characteristic  of  Sparta  is  set  down 
as  his  invention.  According  to  Herodotus,  lie  framed  the 
Enomotise,  the  Triakades,  established  the  Syssitia  and  instituted 
the  Ephors  and  the  Gerontes.  Other  writers  deny  that  he 
introduced  the  Ephorate  into  the  constitution,  but  declare  that 
he  divided  the  land  into  equal  lots  amongst  the  Spartan  citizens. 
In  fine,  and  as  indeed  some  of  our  authorities  do  not  scruple  to 
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say  in  so  many  words,  before  Lycntgus  lawlessness  reigned  in 
Sparta ;  Le  established  law,  eunomicu  At  Athens  too  we  find 
that  every  law,  good  or  supposed  to  be  good,  was  without  re- 
gard to  history  assigned  as  the  work  of  Solon  :  we  may  there- 
fore reasonably  hesitate  before  admitting  that  everything  is  the 
Work  of  Lycurgus  with  which  he  is  credited.  We  have  already 
incidentally  noticed  that  there  were  even  ancient  writers  who 
regarded  the  Ephorate  as  not  the  work  of  Lycui^is.  It  is, 
again,  impossible  for  a  modem  student  to  believe  for  one 
moment  that  he  instituted  the  Gerontes.  The  existence  of 
this  council  not  only  goes  back  to  heroic  times,  it  may  with 
great  probability  be  traced  back  to  the  Aryan  period.  Kor 
will  a  modem  student  be  inclined  to  accept  the  statement  that 
Lycurgus  was  the  author  of  the  common-field  system.  That 
the  land  the  Dorians  conquered  in  the  Peloponnese  was  die- 
tributed  by  them  amongst  themselves  as  they  conquered  it,  is 
probable  in  itself,  as  being  the  common  Aryan  custom,  and  is 
also  confirmed  by  indications  in  subsequent  Spartan  history. 
It  is  not,  however,  probable  that  there  was  a  redistribution  of 
the  land  into  equal  lots  by  Lycurgus,  and  the  tale  may  well 
have  been  made  for  political  purposes  in  the  time  of  Agis  and 
Cleomenes.  In  conclusion,  the  Greeks  were  not  acquainted 
with  the  discovery  that  constitutions  are  not  made  but  grow. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  anthropomorphic  instinct,  which  in  art 
justified  itself  by  the  marvels  of  sculpture  which  it  gave  birth 
to,  made  the  Greeks  assign  a  larger  share  in  the  making  of 
history  to  personality  than  any  modem  people  has  done.  It 
is  therefore  not  an  untenable,  it  can  hardly  be  described  as  an 
extreme  view,  to  maintain  that  in  the  case  of  the  Lycurgean 
legislation  we  have  to  do  entirely  with  the  work  of  the  anthro^ 
pomorphic  tendency  of  the  Greek  mind ;  that  Lycurgus,  as  his 
very  name  indicates,  was  a  being  more  mythical  even  than 
Theseus,  was  an  Apollo  Lycius  or  a  Zeus  Lycseus.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  great  men  played  a 
greater  part  in  the  history  of  Greece  than  of  any  other  country. 
The  supposition  that  Lycurgus  was  originally  Apollo  or  Zeus 
under  some  one  aspect  does  not  a£Ebrd  a  more  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  respect  the  name  of  Lycurgus  was  held  in 
than  does  the  assumption  that  he  was  a  historical  personage 
who  did  much  for  his  country.  But,  if  we  make  the  latter 
assumption,  we  must  also  make  the  admission  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  say  what  it  was  that  he  did  for  his  countiy. 
Be  he  a  fable  or  no,  he  does  not  help  us  to  trace  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Spartan  constitution. 
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CHAPTER  III 

THE  SPARTAN  CONSTITUTION 

Sparta,  like  other  Greek  states,  was  based  on  a  foundation  of 
slavery ;  but  in  Sparta  purchased  slaves  were  the  exception : 
the  body  of  slaves  consisted  of  the  descendants  of  the  pre- 
Dorian  population  reduced  to  a  state  of  serfdom  by  the  Dorian 
invaders.  The  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  the  Eurotas  (and 
subsequently  the  population  of  Messenia)  were  made  into 
serfs,  and  came  to  be  known  as  Helots ;  a  name  the  meaning 
of  which  has  not  even  yet  received  a  satisfactory  explanation. 
The  Helots  were  the  property  of  the  state  :  they  were  attached 
to  the  land  lot,  kleros,  on  which  they  were  born,  and  could 
neither  be  sold  nor  emancipated  by  the  Spartan  by  whom  the 
land  lot  was  occupied.  They  farmed  the  kleros,  and  handed 
over  a  certain  amount  of  the  produce  to  their  lord.  They 
served  as  light-armed  troops.  They  were  kept  in  subjection 
by  force,  and  were  a  source  of  perpetual  alarm  and  danger  to 
their  rulers. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  small  towns  of  Lacedaemon  were  also 
deprived  of  political  freedom  by  their  Dorian  conquerors,  but 
not  of  personal  liberty.  This  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
state  received  the  name  Perioeci.  They  constituted  the  artisan 
class,  and  some  of  their  manufactures  in  iron,  steel,  wool,  and 
leather  were  famous  throughout  Greece.  They  were  bound 
to  render  personal  service  to  the  state  as  heavy-armed  soldiers, 
while  their  towns  paid  a  tribute.  A  certain  amount  of  muni- 
cipal liberty  and  local  self-government  was  probably  allowed 
to  them,  though  the  extent  of  this  freedom  was  limited  by 
the  presence  of  a  Spartan  governor  or  hannosfJ  As  the 
number  of  Spartiatse  decreased,  the  calls  on  the  Perioeci  for 
military  service  increased  ;  hence  growing  discontent. 

Finally,  we  have  the  descendants  of  the  Dorian  conquerors, 
who,  by  way  of  distinction  from  the  Helots  and  Perioeci, 
called  themselves  Spartiatse,  while  their  official  appellation, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  members  of  other  states,  was 
Lacedaemonians. '     Between   the  Spartiatae    themselves   there 

^  The  title  of  the  governor  of  Cythera  was  KvSripoSlKrii.  Cf,  Thua  iv. 
53.    An  inscription  of  b.o.  370  found  in  Cythera  mentions  a  MipavSpos 

'  This  appears  from  the  document  in  Thno.  ▼.  18,  23.     02  Aaxedac/u^i^^o^  . 
includes  .l)9J^hQl>artiat«aQd?erioeQl    Tbuc  iv^  8,  5:5. 
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weie  differences  of  grade ;  pure  descent  qualified  for  full  dtizen- 
ship,  but  did  not  confer  it  The  rights  of  Spartan  citizensliip 
could  only  be  exercised  by  those  who  had  gone  through  the 
Spartan  training.  The  evidence  or  certificate  that  a  man  was 
complying  with  this  condition  consisted  in  something  analogous 
to  "  eating  dinners."  It  was  necessary  to  join  a  mess ;  those 
who  could  afford  to  pay  their  contribution  to  these  syssiiia 
were  ''peers/'  homoioi,  and  entitled  to  full  political  rights. 
Those  whose  poverty  forbade  them  lost  their  political  though 
they  retained  their  civil  rights,  and  were  termed  "  inferiors," 
hypomeiones. 

Children  of  a  Spartan  father  and  a  Helot  mother  were 
called  mothakes  or  moilvdnesy  and  probably  ranked  with  the 
neodamddeis  or  enfranchised  Helots. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Spartiatse,  like  other  Dorian  peoples, 
were  originally  divided  into  the  three  tribes  or  phylcB  of  the 
Hylleis,  DymaneSj  and  Pamphyli.  But  this  division  seems  to 
have  yielded  to  a  system  of  local  tribes,  identical  with  the  five 
eonuB  or  villages  of  which  Sparta  was  composed.^  We  find 
also  phratries,  twenty-seven  in  number,  in  existence,  which 
probably  were  divisions  of  the  three  Dorian  tribes ;  and  oImb 
{eomce  according  to  Curtius,  Gk.  Et  517),  which  on  the  evidence 
of  inscriptions  {C,  I,  O.  1 272-1 274)  seem  to  have  been  divisions 
of  the  local  tribes. 

Though  Spartan  tradition  accounts  for  the  double  kingship 
by  the  story  of  the  appearance  of  twins  in  the  royal  house,  the 
kings  really  belonged  to  different  families,  the  AgiadiB  and 
EurypontidaB.  In  each  house  the  kingship  was  hereditary, 
and  passed  to  the  eldest  son,  or  to  the  son  bom  after  bis 
father's  accession.'  The  kings  were  also  priests,  the  one  of 
Zeus  Lacedaemon,  the  other  of  Zeus  Uranios ;  and,  as  represen- 
tatives of  the  state,  offered  state  sacrifices  to  Apollo.  Their 
judicial  functions  ^  were  extremely  narrow :  they  decided  (in 
cases  of  dispute)  which  of  the  next-of-kin  should  marry  an 
heiress ;  and  it  was  in  their  presence  that  declarations  of  adop- 
tion had  to  be  made.  The  public  roads  were  also  under  their 
charge.  Much  more  important  were  their  powers  as  hereditary 
commanders-in-chief.  In  the  field  they  exercised  martial  law 
and  the  power  of  life  and  death.  In  the  time  of  Herodotus 
(v.   73)  they  had  exercised  the  right  of  declaring  war.     In 

^  The  five  comae  were  ITirdny  (Hdt.  iii.  55),  Meo-6a,  Alfifoi,  Kw&ovfia,  and 
the  fifth  was  either  the  t6Xi(  itself  or  B6f»a(. 
9  Hdt.  vii.  3.  '  Hdt.yv57# 
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course  of  time,  they  contrived  to  escape  from  the  responsibility 
attaching  to  this  right»  by  previously  consulting  the  Ephors 
and  the  Apella.  In  other  words,  they  resigned  their  control 
over  the  foreign  policy  of  the  country  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ephors,  by  whom;  in  case  of  disaster,  they  would  eventually 
have  been  called  to  account.  Even  in  his  military  duties,  the 
king  was  controlled  by.  the  two  Ephofs  who  accompanied  him  : 
the  Ephors  indeed  had  no  formal  power  to  interfere  with  him 
in  the  actual  discha^'ge  of  his  military  functions,  but  they 
reported  his  action ;  and  on  their  reports  kings  were  called  to 
trial  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  condemned.^ 

The  king's  revenue  was  drawn  mainly  from  the  royal 
demesne,  and  was  paid  to  him  in  kind  by  the  Perioeci.  It  also 
included  a  double  portion  at  the  symtia^  and  part  of  the  animals 
offered  at  various  sacrifices.  Amongst  the  honours  paid  to  the 
king,  the  most  remarkable  was  the  elaborate  mourning  at  his 
death  (Hdt  vi.  56-58). 

The  Council  of  the  Elders  consisted  of  the  two  kings  and 
twenty-eight  elders ;  ^  the  Ephors  also  took  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Gerousia.  Admission  to  the  Gerousia  was  prac- 
tically limited  to  the  nobility,  and  to  a  few  powerful  or  dynastic 
families  among  the  nobility.  Election  was  for  life,  but  as  the 
minimum  age  was  sixty,  a  tolerably  free  stream  of  new  members 
must  have  been  kept  flowing.  The  electing  body  consisted  of 
the  assembly  of  free  citizens,  who  voted  by  acclamation.  The 
duties  of  the  Gerousia  were  deliberative,  admimstrative,  and 
judicial.  All  public  business  was  discussed  by  them  in  the 
first  instance,  and  the  proposal  which  they  determined  to  re- 
commend was  submitted  through  the  king  to  the  people  for 
assent  or  rejection.  The  whole  of  the  administration  of  the 
state  fell  to  the  Gerousia,  while  as  a  judicial  body  it  had  the 
trial  of  criminal  cases  and  state  trials. 

The  Apella  or  assembly  was  open  to  all  citizens  of  over 
thirty  years  of  age.  It  met  once  a  month,  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  five  comce  which  constituted  the  city  of  Sparta. 
It  was  summoned  by  the  kings,  who  originally  presided  over 
the  meeting,  until  they  were  ousted  by  the  Ephors.  The 
business  of  the  Apella  consisted  in  the  election  of  the  Gerontes, 
and  possibly  the  Ephors  and  other  ofiicials,  and  in  voting  on 
the  business  laid  before  it  by  the  Gerousia.  The  matters 
brought  before  it  were    mainly  questions   of   peace,^  war,^ 

1  Thuc.  V.  63.  «  Hdt  vi.  57. 

5  Xen.  Bell,  IL  ii,  w.  *  Thuc,  i.  67^87. 
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alliances,^  &c.  These  questions  were  not  debated  by  the 
Apella ;  speeches  might  be  made  bj  the  kings,  Gerontes,  and 
Ephors,  but  if  the  ordinary  citizen  had  the  right  to  speak,  he 
rarely  used  it.  The  vote  of  the  meeting  was  given  by  accUuna- 
tion,^  though  if  necessary  a  division  might  be  taken,  in  which 
case  the  assembly  rose  {for  it  sat')  and  divided.  The  vote, 
however,  was  a  mere  formality,  for  from  the  time  of  the  kings 
Polydorus  and  Theopompus,  the  Gerousia  could  set  aside  a 
"crooked"  decision  of  the  people:  the  Apella,  therefore,  can 
have  been  little  more  than  the  machinery  by  which  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  government  were  communicated  to  the  people.  A 
so-called  "  small  Ecclesia  **  is  mentioned  once  (Xen.  Hell,  IIL 
iii.  8),  but  not  in  a  way  which  enables  us  to  infer  anything 
whatever  about  it. 

The  Ephors,  five  in  number,  were  electe<i  from  and  possibly 
by  the  people,  though  we  know  nothing  of  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion.^ Their  first  duty  on  election  was  to  issue  a  proclamation 
bidding  the  citizens  "  to  shave  their  moustaches  and  obey  the 
law,"^  an  injunction  which  indicates  that  their  office  ^vas 
censorial.  As  censors  they  superintended  the  training  and  the 
morals  of  the  youth,  and  had  the  right  to  punish  any  Spartiate 
for  any  piece  of  conduct  they  deemed  improper,  to  sentence 
Perioeci  to  death  without  trial,  and  to  expel  persons  whose 
presence  they  thought  noxious  to  the  state.  They  interfered 
in  the  households  even  of  the  kinga^  Their  power  extended 
over  all  other  officials,  whom  they  could  suspend  from  office 
and  imprison,  and  who  were  responsible  to  them  for  the 
execution  of  their  duties.'^  Many  of  the  powers  exercised  by 
the  Ephors  must  be  regarded  not  as  inherent  in  their  office, 
but  as  having  their  source  in  the  Gerousia.  The  Ephors  came 
to  preside  over  the  Gerousia,  and  were  intnisted  by  it  with 
the  execution  of  their  joint  resolutions.  Thus  as  presidents  of 
the  Gerousia  in  its  judicial  capacity  the  Ephors  would  receive 
criminal  and  other  informations,  conduct  the  trial,  and  finally 
-be  deputed  by  the  Gerousia  to  see  to  the  execution  of  its  sen- 

^  Hdt  vii.  149 ;  Thuo.  v.  77  ;  foreign  policy,  Xen.  II.  iv.  38 ;  decidei 
disputed  sucoession  to  the  throne,  Hdt,  vi.  65  ;  emancipates  Helots,  Thnc 
V.  34.  »  Thuc.  L  87.  »  Ibid. 

^  Ar.  Pol.  ii.  9  calls  it,  vaidapubhis.  That  all  Spartiatn  were  eligible 
follows  from  his  words,  ii.  10^  aXp€ffit  ix  irdyrwv.  Whether  the  people 
elected  or  not  is  not  clear  from  vi.  (iv. )  9^  rodt  fih  y6.p  y4ponus  aipourm, 
Tfjt  y  ifftopclas  fier^owru^, 

'  Plut.  CUom,  9,  K€lp€ffdat  t6p  /u/<rraica  xal  r^>o0'^cir  roct  p6fiots. 

^  Hdt  v.  40,. 41. 

7  Ar.  Pol.,  ii.  9,  86fyie  8*  &y  1^  twv  i<^f>w  dpx^  Td<rat  €^$6ftv  rdt  dpxj'^s. 
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tence.  This,  doubtless,  was  the  procedure  in  the  case  of  state 
trials.^  As,  further,  the  Ephors  summoned'  and  presided 
over^  the  Apella,  we  may  perhaps  also  regard  the  Ephors' 
control  over  the  foreign  policy,  as  deputed  rather  than  as 
inherent  power.  If  the  Apella  decreed  war,  the  duty  fell  upon 
the  executive,  the  Ephors,  to  take  the  necessary  steps :  they 
mobilised  the  army,  and  gave  the  order  to  march  to  the  mili: 
tary  authoritie&  •  In  fine,  though  everything  was  done  through 
the  Ephois,  it  does  not  follow  that  everything  was  done  by  the 
Ephors.  The  steady  growth  of  the  oligarchical  element  of  the 
constitution  can  only  be  explained,  on  the  assumption  that  the 
Ephors  were  the  tools  of  the  Oerousia,.and  that  their  power  was 
deputed  to  them  by  the  elders, 'and- not  exercised  independently. 
Doubtless  the  reason  why  the  Ephors,  who,  being  drawn  from 
the  people,  might  have  been  expected  to  develop  the  demo- 
cratic element,  thus  lent  themselves  to  the  policy  of  the 
oligarchical  party,  is  to  be  found  .in  the  fact  that  the  Ephors 
held  office  but  for  a  year,  while  the  Gerousia  went  on  for  even 
If  the  board  happened  on  occasion  to  include  an  Ephor  of 
democratic  tendencies  or  royal  sympathies,  he  might  be  out- 
voted by  his  colleagues,  and  the  minority  had  to  submit  to  the 
majority ;  *  while  even  if  the-  majority  one  year  were  opposed 
to  the  oligarchy,  they  were  debarred  from  free  action  by  the 
prospect  of  being  called  to  account  by  their  successors,  who 
would  in  all  probability  be  subservient  to  the  Gerousia.  In  the 
matter  of  foreign  policy,  where  the-  Ephors  in  appearance  are 
most  independent  of  the  Gerousia,?  it  is  most  obvious' that  they 
were  the  instruments  of  the  Gerontes.  The  continuous  and 
well-considered  foreign  policy  of  Sparta  cannot  have  been  the 
work  of  a  yearly  changing  board  of  incompetent  persons :  it 
bears  on  its  face  the  mark  of  its  origin  in  a  senate  possessing 
hereditary  traditions  and  aristocratic  tenacity  of  purpose. 

From  the  time  when  the  Dorian  invaders  first  entered  Sparta, 
they  continued  to  be  what  they  were  on  the  first  day  of  their 
coming,  an  encampment  on  hostile  territory.  They  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  have  become  even  a  garrison,  as  they  did  not  fortify 
their  town.  They  neither  exterminated  the  original  population 
nor  amalgamated  with  them,  and  if  time  strengthened  their 
position  in  many  points,  it  also  developed  discontent  amongst 
the  Perioeci ;  the  Spartans  lived  only  on  the  naked  exhibition 
of  brutal  force.     The  Spartiat®  were  citizen  troops  who  were 

1  Hdt.  vi,  82.     Other  aUte  trials,  Thna  ii.  21,  y.  63. 

•  Xen.  Hdl  H.  ii.  2a  »  Thuc  i.  87. 

*  Xen.  HeCL  II.  iii.  34,  and  It.  29. 
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never  c^bended.  Tliey  lived  perpetually  under  aims.  So  far 
from  endeavouring  .to  exchange  the  manners  and  the.  discipline 
of  the  camp  for  the  less  irksome  habits  of  civil  life,  they  as- 
similated even  the  nursery  to  their  military  organisation,  pro- 
claimed conjugal  affection  under  a  state  of  siege,  and  placed 
maternal  love  under  martial  law.  The  moment  a  child  was 
bom  it  was  subject  to  a  sort  of  eourt-martial,  and  liable  to  be 
condemned  to  death  ere  it  had  well  learned  how  to  breathe ; 
it  was  submitted  for  examination  to  the  oldest  members  of  the 
tribe,  and  if  judged  by  them  to  be  weakly  or  deformed,  was 
exposed  to  death  at  the  Apotheim  or  place  of  exposure.  If 
allowed  to  live,  it  was  intrusted  to  its  mother's  care  until  the 
age  of  seven ;  these  years,  however,  were  all  the  furlough  it 
was  destined  to  obtain  in  the  course  of  its  existence.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  period  of  leave,  the  boy  was  recalled  by  the 
Paidonomus,  and  drafted  into  an  tXa  or  band  of  recruits  of 
the  same  mature  years  as  himself.  The  Hd  which  he  joined 
was  the  junior  division  of  one  of  the  jSovai  or  companies  into 
which  all  boys  under  the  age  of  eighteen  were  distributed. 
Each  ild  had  its  own  commander,  as  also  had  each  bttOy  elected 
from  amongst  the  youths  of  more  than  twenty  years  of  age 
by  the  boys  themselves.  The  Spartan  boy,  cast  away  from 
home  in  this  way,  got  something  much  more  like  an  English 
public  school  education  than  did  Athenian  boys.  The  latter 
went  to  day-schools,  were  taken  backwards  and  forwards  by  a 
servant,  and  at  home  were  mostly  in  the  women's  part  of  the 
house.  The  Spartan  boy,  on  the  other  hand,  w^  cut  off  from 
home  :  he  lived  and  slept  with  boys  of  his  own  age,  and  had  to 
take  care  of  himself.  The  Athenian  school-boy  apparently  had 
nothing  by  way  of  school  sports :  the  Spartan  boy  was  allowed 
to  elect  his  own  captains,  spent  his  time  in  running,  jumping; 
wrestling,  throwing  the  sp>ear  and  the  quoit,  and  must  have 
enjoyed  himself  thoroughly.  To  what  extent  bullying  went 
on  cannot  be  conjectured,  but  there  was  a  check  on  tendencies 
of  that  kind  in  a  sort  of  fag  system:  specially  intimate  and 
affectionate  friendships  between  a  senior  and  a  junior  boy  were 
encouraged,  and  the  eispnilcu  or  lover  was  held  responsible  for 
the  morals  and  good  conduct  of  his  beloved,  his  cCUcu,  There 
were,  of  course,  differences  between  the  Spartan  agogS  and  a 
public  school  education :  the  Spartan  boy  had  to  rough  it  a 
good  deal  He  had  to  sleep  on  hay,  straw,  or  rushes  without 
bed-covering :  his  arrival  at  puberty  was  celebrated  in  a  common 
savage  fashion  by  severe  scourging,  which  it  was  a  point  of  honour 
to  bear  without  flinching.    Even  this,  however,  the  English  boy 
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would  probably  gladly  exchange  with  the  Spartan,  if,  like  the 
Spartan,  he  was  totally  exempt  from  lessons,  even  from  learning 
to  read ;  while  permission  to  eke  out  scanty  food  by  stealing 
what  he  could,  provided  only  he  conveyed  it  dexterously,  would 
turn  the  scale  completely.  There  is  one  other  respect  in  which 
the  Spartan  system  differed  from  the  public  school,  and  it  is  a 
point  in  favour  of  the  Spartan  system :  the  Spartan  boys  were 
not  debarred  from  the  society  of  their  elders.  They  were 
allowed  to  listen  to  the  conversation  of  the  men  at  dinner,  and 
thus  received  an  education  which  was  none  the  less  valuable 
because  it  was  unconscious  and  unforced.  Narrow  as  were  the 
limits  of  Spartan  education,  it  is  im|X)6sible  not  to  give  it  our 
hearty  admiration,  as  far  as  it  went  The  propensity  to  imita- 
tion is  the  indispensable  condition  of  education  ;  it  is  also  the 
basis  of  nearly  all  children's  games.  Especially  do  children 
like  to  imitate  in  their  games  what  grown-up  people  do.  Now 
the  Spartan  system  of  education  consisted  simply  in  making 
boys  imitate  men,  .and  imitate  them  in  precisely  the  things 
that  are  manly,  and  therefore  the  object  of  a  boy's  admiration 
and  ambition.  If  we  add  to  this  that  the  men  spent  much  time 
in  watching  the  boys'  sports,  and  thus  gave  the  boys  the  very 
spectators  whose  approval  the  boys  most  wished  for,  we  cannot 
help  believing  that  the  Spartan  system  thoroughly  accomplished 
the  object  it  aimed  at. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  the  period  of  boyhood  was  over,  and 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  those  "  approaching  youth,"  the  melli' 
ranes,  were  employed  in  the  Crypteia,  a  sort  of  police  service, 
the  main  object  of  which  was  to  keep  the  Helots  in  proper  sub- 
jection. At  twenty  they  became  liable  to  regular  military 
service,  and  were  called  "  youths,"  iranes,  until  thirty,  when  they 
became  qualified  to  attend  the  assembly  and  to  staxt  a  house^ 
hold.  It  was  at  the  age  of  twenty  probably  that  they  became 
members  of  the  syssitia,  or,  as  they  were  called  in  later  times, 
pMditia.  The  sysaitia  or  phiditia  were  simply  military  messes. 
Some  fifteen  hoplitea  dined  together  at  a  mess  in  peace  as  in 
war.  In  peace  as  in  war,  the  members  of  the  mess  dined  in 
their  tent,  and  in  peace  they  were  under  the  same  officers  and 
military  discipline  as  in  war.  Each  member  of  the  mess  had  to 
contribute  a  certain  amount  of  barley  or  meal,  and  wine,  cheese, 
iigs,  and  a  small  sum  of  money  every  month.  Spartans  too 
poor  to  pay  their  contribution  and  belong  to  a  mess  lost  their 
political  rights  and  ceased  to  be  full  citizens,  honioiou  The 
fare  at  these  syssitia  was  such  that  the  Sybarite  who  was  told 
of  it  understood  now  why  the  Spartans  did  not  fear  death. 
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'  Herodotus^  atiributes  the  organisatioii  of 'the  Spartan  anny 
to  LycuTgoB.  How  the  army  was  organised'  in  the  time  of 
Herodotus  we  cannot  quite  gather  from  that  writer ;  and  that 
b  tlie  less  to  be  wondered  at  because  the  Spartans  were  at 
great  pains  to  keep  their  organisation  secret  Herodotus  speaks 
of  enotnoticBf  triakadeSy  and  Byssitia:  Plutarch  says  that  about 
fifteen  tnen  messed  together  in  one  tent  at  the  symtia.  We 
might  therefore  conclude  that  a  tricikas,  which,  as  its  name 
implies,  consisted  of  thirty  men,  was  constituted  of  two  systitia^ 
and  that  an  enomoiia  consisted  of  a  number  oitriakadea.  We 
find,  however,  in  Herodotus  ^  traces  of  a  system  of  /odii,  which 
does  not  seem  to  harmonise  with  this  conclusion.  That  the 
organisation  of  the  Spartan  army  in  the  fifth  century  was  baaed 
on  the  locIuM  appears  beyond  a  doubt  from  Thucydides.  He, 
moreover,  explicitly  states  that  the  loeJioB  was  made  up  of  four 
pentecoth/eSf  and  that  each  penteeoatys  was  made  up  of  font 
enomoHcB.^  How  many  loehi  there  were  in  the  army  is,  however, 
a  point  scarcely  yet  satisfactorily  settled.  It  seems  highly 
probable  that  the  lochi  were  in  some  way  connected  with  the 
five  comes  of  which  Sparta  consisted ;  ^  and  Aristotle  is  quoted 
by  Hesychius  as  i^aying  that  there  were  five  IfHshi.  Thucydides,^ 
however,  describing  the  battle  of  Mantinea,  speaks  of  seven 
lochif  and  there  were  more  lochi  than  seven  in  the  full  army, 
because  two  detachments  (the  very  old  and  the  very  young  men) 
together,  constituting  one-sixth  of  the  army,  had  been  sent  home 
before  the  battle.^  But  if  two  detachments  constituted  one- 
sixth  of  the  army,  the  whole  anny  must  have  contained  twelve 
detachments  or  lochi ;  and  this  number,  twelve,  may  be  brought 
into  harmony  with  that  of  the  five  conue  if  we  assume  l^t 
each  come  supplied  a  lochos  of  seniors  and  a  lochos  of  juniors^ 
making  ten  lochi  in  all :  the  two  lochi  still  wanting  are  the 
lodios  of  very  young  men,  who  had  only  just  reached  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  the  lochos  of  old  men,  nearly  sixty  years  of  age; 

'  I.  65,  fierik  8^  r&  ^t  xoKifunf  ix9nu  irufurUif  /ral  rp<if«rd8ftf  mil  cvawhtm 
.  .  .  i^riffft  AvKoGpycf,  "  ix.  53,  55,  •  v.  68. 

*  Whether  one  of  thein  took  its  official  name  from  Pitane,*8  Hdt.  iz.  53 
avers,  or  did  not,  as  Thuc.  i.  20  maintains,  the  \6xot  Uirttpdrms  was  probably 
drawn  from  Pitane.  '  v.  68,  Xdxoc  fikw  yh^  ifAdxoTo  irriL 

*  V.  64,  r6  ^rror  fUpotf  h  tf  rb  wptvfi&rtphp  rt  mXr^  Mi^cpor  i^.  Gilbert 
(^.  i9.  1.  75)  does  not  think  that  these  oonstituted  two  separate  be&»,  .-bat 
that  they  were  the  oldest  and  youngest  members  from  all  the  Uh^x,  whioh, 
on  the  strength  of  the  passage  qnoted  in  the  previous  note,  he  ooosiders 
to  have  been  at  this  period  seven  in  number ;  whereas  before  B.a  42$, 
according  to  Gilbert,  they  were  five  in  number.  Bat  see  Stahfen  d^  Sfmr* 
tanorum  re  nUliiari,  Greifswald,  188 1. 
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The  statement  made  by  Thucydides  as  to  seven  lochi  refers  not 
to  the  whole  force,  but  to  the  troops  fighting  in  the  centre: 
the  other  three  locki  were  on  the  right  (v.  71).  The  full 
nominal  strength  of  the  Spartan  army  was  6000  men,  of  each 
loc1i08  500  men.  The  organisation  of  the  Perioeci  was  parallel 
to,  but  distinct  from,  that  of  the  SpartiatsB.  At  Plat«a  5000 
Spartiatse,  ten  lochia  fought;  and  the  number,  and  probably 
therefore  the  oi^nisation,  of  the  Perioeci  :was  the  same. 

When,  however,  the  number  of  Spartiataa  began  to  decline, 
and  Sparta  could  no  longer  send  out  one  fidl  citizen  to  every 
Perioecus,  a  re-organisation  of  the  army  became  necessary^  This 
re-organisation  becomes  known  to  us  for  the  first  time  in  ac. 
403.  The  whole  number  of  Spartiatas  and  Perioeci  liable  to 
military  service  was  divided  into  six  divisions  or  moro:^  and 
there  was  probably  a  corresponding  territorial  division  of  the 
country  into  six  districts.  The*  number  of  men  composing  a 
mora  depended  on  the  class  called  out :  ^  it  was  obviously 
larger  when  men  up  to  fifty  years  of  age  were  called  out  than 
when  men  up  to  thirty  were  summoned  to  the  ranks.  Each 
mtn'a  consisted  of  two  lochia  each  loeJion  of  four  penfecostyeBf 
each  pentecostys  of  two  enomoticB,  The  mora  was  commanded 
by  a  polemarehuSf  the  loeJius  by  a  hcliagus^  the  pentecostys  by 
a  penteeonter,  and  the  enomotia  by  an  enomotctrchis.  Com- 
mands passed  down  this  line  of  officers,  and  thus  the  army 
possessed  the  mobility  necessary  for  tactical  movements. 

Cavalry,  as  a  branch  of  the  service,  does  not  seem  to  have 
existed  in  Sparta  before  b,g.  424,^  and  then  only  400  were 
raised.  In  b.o.  394  the  number  was  increased  to  600,  but 
they  were  very  inferior.  On  the  other  hand,  from  much  earlier 
times,^  there  seems  to  have  been  a  picked  body  of  300 
Hoplites,  called  knights,^  who  acted  as  a  body-guard  to  the 
king^  in  time  of  war,  and  in  time  of  peace  were  employed 
by  the  Ephors  as  a  sort  of  mounted  police. 

The  Spartan  camp  was  circular  in  form,  and  but  very  slightly^ 
if  at  all,  defended  by  a  palisade.  The  safety  of  the  camp 
depended  on  the  pickets  and  outposts.  The  erection  of  the 
camp  was  left  to  the  artisans  and  camp-followers,  Perioeci  and 
Helots,  who  accompanied  the  army  for  the  purpose. 

The  largest  fleet  Sparta  ever  possessed  consisted  of  twenty- 
five  ships®  in  the  year  b.c.  413*     At  Artemisium  she  had  ten, 

>  C/.  Xen.  ffdL  11.  iv.  32.  '  Thuo.  iv.  55.  .  Of.  v.  67, 

•  MdU  u  67,  Yu  56,  vii.  205,  viii.  124. 

•  ol  rptoKbeioi  Ifnrrjt  KoKoiCfuvot,    Tbuc.  v«72. 

•  Thuo.  ▼.72.  •  Thuc  W.  3. 
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at  Salamis  sixteen.  Her  harbour  was  Gytheion ;  ^  the  marines 
were  Perioeci,  the  crews  Helots  and  mercenaries.  The  trier- 
archs  {e,g,  Brasidas,  Thuc.  iv.  ii)  were  Spartan.  In  b.c.  480 
the  command  of  the  fleet  was  in  the  hands  of  a  navarch^  This 
office,  which  at  first  might  be  held  by  one  of  the  kings,'  eventa- 
ally  became  independent,  and  of  such  importance  (owing  to  the 
fleets  SfMirta  commanded,  not  those  she  raised)  as  not  only  to 
rival  the  power  of  the  kings,^  but  to  be  a  source  of  fear  to  the 
oligarchy.  The  ofiice,  therefore,  was  made  annual,^  and  might 
not  be  held  by  re-election.^  The  navarch  received  instructions 
from  the  Ephors,^  and  was  sometimes  assisted  or  hampered  by 
an  advising  board.' 


CHAPTER  IV 

CRETE 

In  Crete,  as  in  Sparta,  the  dominant  race  was  the  Dorian.  In 
Crete,  as  in  Sparta,  the  subject  races  were  Greeks  whom  the 
Dorians  found  in  possession  at  the  time  of  their  invasion  of 
the  country;  but  in  Crete  there  appear  to  have  been  pre- 
historic Phoenician  settlements,  and  possibly  also  immigrants 
from  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor.  According  to  tradition,  the 
Dorians  found  a  great  maritime  power  existing  in  Crete,  as  in 
the  Peloponnese  they  found  the  kingdom  of  Agamemnon.  But 
whereas  the  relation  between  the  Dorians  and  the  Achieans 
was  one  of  hostility,  in  Crete  the  Dorians  actually  r^^arded 
their  constitution,  which,  nevertheless,  is  obviously  Dorian,  as 
instituted  by  Minos.  The  position  of  Crete  as  a  half-way  station 
between  the  Peloponnese  and  the  Orient,  was  undoubtedly 
favourable  to  the  growth  of  a  great  naval  power,  but  it  is  vain 
to  expect  that  by  casting  the  legends  about  Minos  into  the 
crucible  of  history  we  shall  get  anything  but  "  chymic  gold." 
The  colonisation  of  Crete  by  the  Dorians  must  be  regarded  as 
subsequent  to  their  conquest  of  the  Peloponnese :  tradition 
makes  Aigos  and  Sparta  the  principal  colonists.     Homer  re- 

>  Thuo.  i.  108.  >  Hdt.  viii.  42.  >  Hdi.  viiL  131. 

'  Arist.  P6L  II.  tl  (iz.)  22,  i^  voMopxUk  0'x«^*'  Mpa  partKtia  /ictf^ffnfccr. 

^  Xen.  ifett.  L  ▼.  i,  vi.  i. 

'  An  exoeption  w»a  made  in  favour  of  Ljrsanden     Xen.  ffeU,  II.  L  7. 

'  Thu&  ii.  8  c,  viii.  12 ;  Xen.  HelL  L  vL  ^ 

*  ^/ifiwiKotf  Thuo.  iii.  69  and  79,  ii.  85,  viii.  39. 
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presents  the  population  as  consisting  of  divers  elements;  and 
in  Homeric  as  in  historic  times  the  island  was  divided  into 
numerous  independent  states.  Homer  speaks  of  ninety  or  a 
hundred  cities  {It.  iL  649;  Od.  xix.  174).  Coins  and  inscrip- 
tions have  already  demonstrated  the  existence  of  forty-three 
autonomous  communities.  It  is  the  existence  of  these  states, 
which,  though  similar,  were  yet  not  identical  in  constitution, 
that  creates  the  principal  difficulty  in  the  investigation  of 
Cretan  institutions.  Certain  institutions  may  have  co-existed 
in  Crete,  but  not  have  co-existed  in  any  one  Cretan  state.  In 
the  attempt  to  combine  all  that  our  authorities  tell  us  of  "  the 
Cretans,"  we  may  be  led  into  associating  two  institutions  which 
never  were  or  could  be  combined  in  any  single  state.  This 
danger,  and  the  possibility  of  this  kind  of  error,  meet  us  the 
moment  we  begin  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  subject 
populations  of  Crete.  Sosicrates,  himself  a  Cretan,  tells  us 
(in  Ath;  vi.  263  fif.)  that  *'  the  Cretans  "  call  the  class  of  public 
slaves  /xvoio,  of  private  slaves  dxJMfiuaTaiy  and  of  Perioeci 
vin^icooi.  We  also  learn  from  Callistratus  (ib.)  that  "  the 
Cretans  "  call  the  slaves  they  employ  in  the  town  xpva-fovrjroiy 
"  purchased  with  gold,"  and  those  they  employ  in  the  fields 
aphamioUB.  From  this  it  has,  on  the  one  hand,  been  inferred 
that  every  Cretan  state  possessed  three  classes  of  slaves:  (i) 
vmjicooi,  corresponding  to  the  Perioeci  of  Sparta,  i.e.,  the  in- 
habitants of  subject  non-Dorian  townq  paying  a  tribute  to  the 
tyrant  cities ;  (2)  aphamiotcR^  the  serfs  attached  to  a  land  lot 
or  kleroe,  and,  like  it,  in  the  possession  of  a  Dorian  citizen ; 
(3)  fivmrai,  the  serfs  attached  to  the  land  which  remained  over 
when  every  citizen  had  received  an  allotment,  and  which, 
together  with  the  nhabitants,  continued  in  the  possession 
of  the  state.  To  these  three  classes  must  also  be  added  the 
purchased  slaves.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  inferred 
(Grote,  ii  285)  that  there  was  no  class  of  vm/jKooi  distinct  from 
the  other  two  classes  ;  that  in  Crete,  as  in  Sparta,  there  were 
but  two  classes  of  subjects,  the  mnoitcB,  corresponding  to  the 
Perioeci  (Aristotle,  II.  vii.  3,  calls  the  mnoitce  Perioeci),  and 
the  apJiamiotcBy  corresponding  to  the  Helots.  But  it  is  plain 
that  neither  inference  is  necessary  ;  all  three  classes  may  have 
been  known  to  "  the  Cretans,"  and  yet  no  single  Cretan  state 
may  have  possessed  more  than  two  classes.  Doubtless  in  every 
state  the  individual  citizen  had  at  his  service  serfs  correspond- 
ing to  the  Helots  of  Sparta ;  and  there  seems  little  doubt  that 
these  serfs  were  called  by  di^erent  names  in  different  states, 
Qfrad^fut,  KXapurraC,  FoucUs,     Doubtless,  too,  every  state,  as 

2  K 
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a  state,  may  have  possessed  slaves ;  in  some  states  these  slaves 
may  have  occupied  a  position  corresponding  to  that  of  the 
Periooci  of  Sparta,  enjoying  personal  an(l  municipal,  but  not 
political  freedom,  hypekooi,  while  in  other  states  they  may 
have  been  the  cultivators  of  the  folk-land,  mnoitm.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  in  the  Gortyna  Code  (iL  2-16), 
though  provision  is  made  against  criminal  assaults  upon  the 
purchaseid  slave,  the  Foikeus^  the  free-man,  and  the  airfrai^MK, 
whoever  he  may  be,  there  is  no  mention  of  either  the  hypekoos 
or  of  any  class  corresponding  to  the  PericecL  Negative 
evidence  is  not  generally  satisfactory,  but  it  is  hard  'to  see 
on  what  principle  the  code  should  not  provide  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  hypekooi  or  mnoitm,  if  the  state  possessed  such 
dependants.  We  must,  therefore,  conclude  either  that  Gortyna 
at  least  possessed  only  Foikees  and  purchased  slaves,  or  Uiat 
at  Gortyna  the  hypekoos  was  called  apetairos. 

The  condition  of  the  apTiamiotWy  klarotce,  or  Foikees  in  Crete 
was  much  better  than  that  of  the  corresponding  class  in  any 
other  Greek  state.  Aristotle  (Pol.  ii.  5)  says  that  the  only 
things  forbidden  them  were  the  use  of  the  gymnasia  and  the 
wearing  of  hebvy  armour ;  and  the  favourable  picture  he  draws 
is  amply  borne  out  in  the  recently  discovered  Gortyna  code. 
From  it  we  find  that  the  Foikees,  as  they  were  called  in  Gor- 
tyna, might  marry  freely  amongst  themselves,  and  that  their 
marriages  and  family  relations  had  the  same  legal  basis  as 
those  of  their  tti asters.  A  Faikens  might  even  marry  a  free 
woman,  and,  in  certain  cases,  the  children  of  such  a  marriage 
might  be  free,  though  in  others  they  were  Foikees,  The  right 
of  property  was  also  accorded  to  the  Foikeus  in  its  fullest 
extent :  he  could  possess  house  and  cattle  without  fear  of  de- 
privation at  the  hands  of  his  master.  The  Foikeus  and  the 
Foikia  were  protected  by  the  law  in  their  persons,  like  other 
members  of  the  community  :  if  the  fine  for  assaulting  them 
was  less  than  for  assaulting  a  free  man,  on  the  other  hand  it 
was  greater  than  that  for  assault  upon  a  purchased  slave.  The 
result  of  this  enlightened  policy  was  that  the  Cretans  had 
much  less  to  fear  from  their  serfs  than  had  the  Spartans  from 
their  Helots.  We  may  conjecture  that  the  Dorians  in  Crete 
would  hardly  have  shown  greater  toleration  towards  the  sub- 
ject populations  than  did  the  Dorians  of  Sparta  had  they  been 
equally  strong.  But  the  disproportion  between  the  numbers 
of  the  dominant  class  and  its  subjects  seems  to  have  been 
greater  in  Crete  than  it  was  in  the  Peloponnese. 

The  lai^e  amount  of  liberty  yielded  to  the  subject  |popula- 
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tions  of  Crete  hj  the  Dorian  conquerors  would  not  of  itself 
have  heen  sufficient  to  perpetuate  the  power  of  the  latter: 
indeed  it  might  well  have  brought  about  its  downfall.  But 
as  in  Sparta,  so  in  Crete,  the  Dorian  was  essentially  a  predatory 
state ;  teeth  and  claws  were  developed  at  the  expense  of  the 
rest  of  the  organism.  The  Cretan  Hybrias  put  the  matter 
so  well  in  a  skolion  that  his  words  have  not  yet  been  lost: 
his  store  of  wealth  consisted  of  his  spear,  sword,  and  buckler ; 
with  them  he  ploughed,  with  them  he  reaped;  he  trod  out 
the  sweet  wine  from  the  grape  with  them  :  th6y  were  his  title 
to  be  lord  of  serfs.  ^  The  constitution  of  the  Dorian  state 
in  Crete  was  that  of  a  camp.^  The  resemblance  between 
the  education  of  the  Cretan  and  the  ayiuyi^  of  the  Spartan  is  so 
close  as  to  be  proof  that  the  two  systems  had  a  common  origin, 
and  that  the  resemblance,  though  helped,  was  not  created  by 
similarity  in  the  conditions  under  which  they  existed.  At  the 
same  time,  there  are  differences  which  indicate  that  cme  or 
other  or  both  have  departed  from  the  original  form ;  but  what 
the  conditions  were  which  determined  this  evolution,  and 
whether  the  Spartan  or  the  Cretan  had  departed  the  farther  from 
the  original  type,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  most  striking 
difference  between  the  two  is  the  greater  amount  of  liberty 
given  by  the  Cretan  system  to  individuality.  But  whether 
this  is  a  departure  from  the  original  system,  due  to  the  freedom 
of  action  which  colonisation  necessarily  procures  for  the  indi- 
vidual colonist,  or  whether  the  greater  control  exercised  by 
the  Spartan  state  over  its  members  was  itself  a  later  growth, 
not  developed  until  after  the  emigration  of  the  Dorians  from 
the  Peloponneso  to  Crete,  is  matter  of  doubt  The  fact  re- 
mains that  the  liberty  which  the  Spartan  citizen  was  allowed 
in  choosing  his  messmates  at  the  sysntia,  and  which  the  Spartan 
boy  exercised  in  choosing  his  captains,  was  kept  in  check  by 
the  paidonomos  and  the  poleniarch  at  Sparta,  but  in  Crete  was 
allowed  to  grow  until  it  became  the  very  essence  of  the  organi- 
sation of  the  state.  Until  the  age  of  seventeen,  indeed,  the 
Cretan  boys  were  under  the  control  of  a  state  official  called, 
as  in  Sparta,  paidonomoSf  who  superintended  their  physical 
education.  During  this  period  the  boy  seems  to  have  waited 
at  his  father*s  sysnitton,  and  to  have  been  fed  at  its  cost.  In 
Sparta,  the  boys  under  eighteen  were  allowed  to  elect  their 

^  See  Ath.  xv.  695  ff.,  fort  /loi  wXovrot  fUyas  96pv  xal  {/^ot  koI  rd  xaX^if 
'  Plat.  Lavft,  ii.  666,  <rrfMror4^v  yiip  rdhrtloM  fx""^' 
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own  captains  or  bouagorgy  but  the  bua  or  company  was  under 
the  control  of  the  paidonomos.  In  Crete,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  was  the  youths  who  had  begun  their  eighteenth  year  who 
formed  themselvea  into  companies  under  captains  of  their  own 
choice.  These  companies  were  called  dycAcu ;  the  members  of 
them  were  called  dycAarai  or  BpofuU,  because  they  now  were 
admitted  to  the  drami  or  gymnasia.  Boys  under  this  age  were 
called  dxdycXot  or  dvoSfMfioi.^  An  dytkrj  once  formed,  con- 
tinued to  hold  together  for  ten  years,  until  the  youths  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-seven.  £ven  then  the  association  was  not 
necessarily  dissolved  :  the  Cretan  citizen  probably  had,  like  the 
Spartan,  the  right  to  choose  what  mess  he  would  join,  and  to 
admit  to  his  mess  whom  he  would.  Tliere  was  therefore  nothing 
to  prevent)  and  much  to  encourage,  the  members  of  an  dycAi} 
at  the  end  of  the  ten  years  joining  the  same  mess,  or  as  it  was 
called  in  Crete,  hetaireicL  Having  thus  seen  that  the  principle 
of  voluntary  association  ran  through  the  life  of  a  Cretan  citizen, 
we  have  now  to  consider  tlie  importance  of  the  agelce  and  the 
Jteiaireiait  bodi  most  remarkable  institutions. 

The  primary  object  of  the  dycAt/  undoubtedly  was  to  prac- 
tise its  members  in  athletic  exercises  and  military  manoeuvres. 
These  exercises,  however,  were  not  performed,  as  in  Sparta, 
imder  a  state  official ;  the  father  of  the  elected  captain  of  the 
iykkri  had  the  command  of  the  troop.  He  directed  their 
sports,  superintended  their  physical  exercises  and  their  hunt- 
ing, and  could  inflict  punishment  on  the  disobedient  The 
c^lcB  wei*e  fed  at  the  state  cost,  and  on  certain  days  they  had 
sham  fights  with  each  other.  But  it  was  impossible  that  young 
men  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  twenty-seven  should  be 
continually  practising  the  use  of  weapons  and  the  methods  of 
warfare,  and  be  content  with  sham  fights.  Nor  could  it  be 
expected  that  the  full  citizen  who  had  the  command  of  an 
ageU  and  was  involved  in  the  struggles  of  political  life  would 
always  refrain  from  employing  the  physical  force  under  his 
command.  And  we  find,  in  fact,  that  the  agelm  not  only — as,  for 
instance,  in  Dreros  (Cauer,  Inscr,  Or.  121) — ^bound  themselves 
together  with  an  oath  of  enmity  against  the  neighbouring  city 
of  Lyttos,  but  even  acted  as  independent  powers,  concluding 
treaties  with  other  towns  (e.^.,  Latos  and  Olus,  C,  L  G.  2554, 

^  The  difference  between  the  two  expressions  would  seem  to  be  that  the 
dwMpaftost  Moording  to  the  Gortyn*  code  (vii.  35),  is  ^/S^oir^  but  not  Spofu6t 
{i.e»f  not  yet  admissible  to  the  Spdfioi),  whereas  the  4jrd7eXot,  we  mfiy  infer, 
was  also  too  young  to  be  admitted  to  the  8p6fiM,  and  might  or  might  not 
be4/3<wr. 
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30  ff.).  As  regards  the  civic  rights  of  the  agelatm  or  drameis, 
entrance  into  an  ageli  seems  to  have  brought  with  it,  or  to 
have  coincided  with,  entrance  into  all  civil  rightis.  The 
dromeua  was  competent  to  act  as  a  legal  witness ;  his  assent 
was  required  by  his  father  to  any  arrangements  as  to  his 
mother's  property;  if  he  were  entitled  to  marry  an  heiress 
he  had  now  to  decide  whether  he  would  marry  her  or  not 
According  to  Ephorus  (Strabo,  482),  the  dromeua  was  at  ono6 
married,  but  did  not  take  his  wife  home  until  he  could  pro- 
vide an  establishment,  i,e,^  probably  until  he  quitted  his  dgeli. 
As  an  heiress,  at  any  rate  at  Gortyna,  was  marriageable 
at  the  age  of  twelve  (Code,  xii.  31),  and  the  dromeui  had  to 
serve  ten  years  in  the  agdS^  she  would  have  to  wait  until  she 
was  twenty-two.  What  became  of  her  during  this  time  we 
are  not  directly  informed, ;  as,  however,  her  house  and  property 
passed  to  her  husband,  and  he  was  competent  by  law  to  possess 
property,  it  seems  probable  that  she  would  pass  with  the  estate 
to  her  husband.  In  the  case  of  wives  not  heiresses,  it  seems 
clear  that  they  lived  with  their  father  or  brother  (ii.  20  ff.). 
As  in  Sparta  so  in  Crete,  the  husband  during  this  time  could 
only  visit  his  wife  occasionally,  as  the  members  of  the  ageli 
lived,  ate,  and  slept  in  common  quarters.  In  Sparta  the  age 
at  which  a  man  could  set  up  a  household  was  thirty,  which 
was  also  the  age  at  which  he  acquired  political  rights,  «.</., 
the  right  of  attending  the  assembly  of  full  citizens.  In 
Crete  the  age  at  which  the  dromeus  ceased  to  belong  to  an  CLgeU 
and  could  set  up  a  household  was  twenty-seven ;  we  may  there- 
fore infer  that  in  Crete  he  became  a  citizen  with  full  political 
rights  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  In  Sparta  the  exercise  of 
political  rights  was  conditional  on  membership  of  a  syeaition. 
In  Crete  a  man,  in  order  to  enjoy  full  citizenship,  had  to  belong 
to  a  ketaireiOj  t.6.,  to  one  of  the  messes  into  which  the  andreion  ^ 
was  divided :  in  the  Gortyna  Code  apetairos  means  a  non-citizen. 
£ut  whereas  in  Sparta  the  syssitia  were  supported  by  the 
members,  and  inability  to  contribute  meant  forfeiture  of  mem- 
bership, in  Crete  Aristotle  {Pol,  1 1,  vii.  4)  says  things  were 
managed  better:  the  state  provided  the  meals,  and  tJ^e  poor 
citizen  was  not  in  danger  of  losing  his  citizenship  because  of 
his  poverty.  This  general  statement  is  on  the  whole  borne  out 
by  what  Doriadas  says  (in  Ath.  iv.  143  a)  of  Lyctus  in  particu- 

^  In  ever^r  Cretan  state  there  seem  to  have  been  two  halls  :  the  andreton, 
in  which  all  the  citizens  messed  at  their  separate  tables  and  according  to 
their  hataireia;  and  the  xoi/irfrijpwPf  in  which  strangers  were  entertained. 
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lar :  in  Lyctus  each  member  contributed  a  tithe  of  his  income 
in  kind  to  the  hataireiay  while  the. state  also  made  a  contribu- 
tion, and  the  slaves  paid  a  poll-tax  of  an  ^Eginsean  stater  towards 
the  hetaireicB,  What  happened  if  a  citizen  had  no  prppeitj 
and  could  not  contribute  a  tithe  of  it  is  not  quite  certain.  We 
might  conjecture  that  he  lost  his  political  rights  and  became  an 
apetairos;  but  the  very  object  of  the  state  contribution  was, 
according  to  Ephesus  (Strabo,  480)  as  well  as  Aristotle,  to  pre- 
vent this  sort  of  thing.  We  must  therefore  conclude,  either 
that  the  apetairos  of  Gortyna  was  a  foreigner,  or  that  he  was  a 
freedman. 

As  in  Sparta  the  citizen  was  allowed  to  choose  his  sysgitiony 
so  the  hetaireia  in  Crete  was  a  purely  voluntary  association, 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  this  organisation  should  have  suc- 
ceeded in  displacing  the  phratry  to  a  large  extent,  if  not  alto- 
gether. Even  "  the  cake  of  custom,"  which  elsewhere  secured 
for  the  phratry  the  rights  which  it  had  exercised  from  primi- 
tive times,  was  inoperative  in  Crete  against  the  hetaireia.  In 
Athens,  a  man,  to  enjoy  full  civic  rights,  must  first  belong  to  the 
phratry ;  in  Crete  to  the  hetaireia.  The  feast  celebrating  the 
adoption  of  a  son,  which  elsewhere  was  given  to  the  phratry 
and  Zetcs  phratrios  in  Crete  was  given  to  the  lietxUreia'  and 
ZeiLB  lietaireios.  The  importance  of  the  hetaireus  did  not  end 
with  their  influence  on  the  organisation  of  the  state.  It  seems 
not  improbable  that  they  contributed  materially  to  the  colonisa- 
tion of  Crete,  and  to  the  foundation  of  the  hundred  cities  for 
which  it  was  famous ;  their  organisation  was  excellently  adapted 
for  planting  military  colonies.  On  the  other  hand  in  an  iestab- 
lished  state  it  was  inevitable  that  they  should  increase  the 
bitterness  of  party  politics,  and  lend  faction  weapons  ready 
made  for  civil  strife. 

According  to  Aristotle  (Pol,  ii.  10),  the  original  form  of 
government  was  monarchical,  and  when  it  was  set  aside  the 
military  power  was  taken  over  by  the  ten  coami.  From  this 
perhaps  we  may  infer  that  the  power  of  the  king  in  Crete,  as  in 
Sparta,  was  purely  military,  and  that  the  king's  powers  corre- 
sponded rather  ^to  those  of  the  Teutonic  heretoga  than  of-  the 
cyning.  Herodotus  (iv.  154)  mentions  a  king  of  Axos  at  the 
time  of  the  founding  of  Cyrene ;  but  he  gives  us  no  hint  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  king's  powers.  The  causes  which  led  to  the 
development  of  the  aristocratic  element  of  the  original  constitu- 
tion at  the  expense  of  the  monarchic  are  unknown  to  us ;  but 
we  may  reasonably  conjecture  that  amongst  them  was  the  small 
size  of  Cretan  states,  in  all  of  which  apparently  a  single  andreUm 
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was  capable  of  accommodating  the  whole  citizen  body.  Within 
the  citizen  body  there  were  distinctions,  probably  of  birth,^ 
certainly  of  wealth,'  which  formed  soil  for  the  growth  of  a 
dose  oligarchy.  The  power  of  the  oligarchs  was  probably 
originally  based  on  the  possession  of  horses,  and  the  superiority 
in  physical  force  thus  ensured  to  them. 

Though  the  monarchical  element  disappeared  early  from  the 
primitive  constitution,  the  assembly  of  full  citizens,  i,e,,  of 
citizens  over  twenty-seven  years  of  age  and  belonging  to  an 
/letaireia,  continued  to  exist.  But,  as  in  Sparta,  the  assembly 
was  a  mere  form :  it  served  as  a  convenient  means  whereby 
the  cosmi  and  the  Council  notified  their  resolutions  to  the 
people,  but  the  people  had  no  power  to  reject  these  resolutions.' 
The  bwdS  of  Cretan  states  resembled  the  geroueia  of  Sparta, 
in  that  its  members,  when  once  appointed,  held  office  for  life  and 
were  irresponsible ;  and  also  governed  not  in  accordance  with 
a  written  constitution,  but  according  to  their  own  notions. 
They  were  not,  however,  like  the  Spartan  gerontes,  elected 
directly  by  the  people  :  the  Cretan  boiUS  consisted  of  ex-cosmi, 
as  the  Areopagus  of  Solon  consisted  of  ex-archons.  When  the 
Cretan  boul^  sat  collectively  as  a  law-court  we  do  not  know. 
In  Gortyna,  cases  were  tried  by  a  single  judge,  who  may  safely 
be  supposed  to  have  been  a  member  of  the  boidi. 

The  real  power  of  the  state  seems  to  have  been  exercised  by 
the  Cosmi  or  Cosmii,  ten  in  number.  Both  Aristotle  {Pol.  ii.  i  b) 
and  Ephorus  (Strabo  482)  compare  the  powers  of  the  ten  Cosmi 
to  those  of  the  five  Ephora  Like  the  Ephors,  too,  they  were 
nominally  elected  by  and  from  the  whole  citizen  body,  but  really 
by  and  from  certain  dynastic  families.  Their  office  was  annual, 
and  the  president  or  protocosmos  gave  his  name  to  the  year. 
During  their  year  of  office  they  could  neither  prosecute  nor  be 
prosecuted. 

The  discovery  of  the  Gortyna  Code  (by  Dr.  Federico  Halbherr, 
July  1884)  throws  light  on  the  judicial  system  of  at  least  one 
Cretan  state.  The  portion  of  the  code  discovered  is  mainly 
concerned  with  the  law  of  inheritance  and  adoption ;  and  the 
€k>rtyna  Code,  unlike  the  laws  of  Draco  and  other  celebrated 
Greek  lawgivers  of  his  time,  is  not  so  much  the  existing  custom 

'  According  to  Ar.  PoL  ii.  10,  the  Kdcfioi  were  elected,  not  i^  dirdrrw, 
but  iK  TvQv  ytpw,  probably  Eupatrid  families. 

'  This  is  evident  from  Ephor.  op.  Strabo,  480,  Birfat  tCw  Urtav  fjLerdaxoi€P 
roTf  eihrSfxnt  ol  Ttviirrepoi. 

'  Ar.  Pol.  ii.  10,  iKKkti^loLi  8^  ner^ov^i  irdrret'  Kupla  S*  o^p^  iartw 
iXk'  1j  awtwi^/nf^Uffvu  t&  dd^orra  rois  yipovai  koI  roit  KOff/jMnt. 
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committed  to  writing  as  a  piece  of  fresh  legislation  consisting  of 
a  series  of  laws  intended  to  reform  or  complete  certain  portions 
of  a  previous  code.^  The  legal  proceedings  which  it  prescribes 
are,  however,  conducted  throughout  without  the  employment  of 
writing  :  summons,  evidence,  and  judgment  are  wholly  TerbaL 
The  method  of  procedure  is  equally  primitive  in  other  respects : 
witnesses  are  called  not  only  as  to  matters  of  fact,  but  also  as 
to  questions  of  law.  In  the  absence  of  witnesses,  or  if  the 
witnesses  are  equally  balanced,  the  case  may  be  decided-  by  ih« 
oath  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  case,  or  the  judge  may  decide 
the  case  on  his  own  responsibility  after  taking  an  oath.^  In 
Homer,  it  will  be  remembered,  judges  in  pronouncing  a  de- 
cision take  the  sceptre  in  hand,  and  in  Homeric  times  the  taking 
of  an  oath  was  indicated  or  accompanied  by  a  lifting  of  the 
sceptre. 

The  laws  of  Grortyna,  however,  will  be  treated  of  in  greater 
detail  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 


CHAPTER  V 

THB  CONSTITUTIONAL  HISTORY  OF  ATHKKS 

In  chapter  iii  we  dealt  with  the  constitutional  history  of  the 
Spartans,  the  most  important  branch  of  the  Dorian  race.  In 
this  chapter  we  shall  have  to  do  with  the  constitutional  history 
of  the  Athenians,  the  most  important  branch  of  the  Ionian  race 
and  the  rival  of  the  Spartans.  If  these  two  states  were  the 
most  important  in  Greece,  their  position  was  due  to  no  mere 
accident,  but  may  be  traced  to  their  size.  In  geographical  area 
they  were  the  greatest  of  Greek  states.  Sparta  indeed  was  in 
mere  area  twice  as  large  as  Attica ;  but  between  the  two  states 
there  was  a  difference  which  nevertheless  made  Sparta  the 
smaller  state  of  the  two.  This  difference  is,  that  whereas  the- 
Spartan  political  community  was  concentrated  in  the  city  Sparta,, 
whence  it  ruled  over  the  subject  and  hostile  population  of  the- 
rest  of  Laconia,  the  citizens  of  Athens  were  not  confined  to  the  • 
city,  but  covered  the  whole  of  Attica.     The  number  of  free? 

^  Recueil  da  Imeriptioru  Juridiques  Orecques,  III.  ii. 

'  Kptyeitf  is  the  word  used  of  the  actioii  of  the  ducoffn^  when  be  decides  oni 
his  own  responsibility,  e.g,  i.  1 1,  rbv  SiKatrrhv  d^vra  KpU^ep,  at  fi^  drorwi>£oi. 
fuuTvs,  A(«rd^(cy  is  used  when  the  judge  is  to  decide  l>y  the  evidence,  e,g,^ 
i.  l8,  icard  r6y  fudrvpa  iucddStP. 
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Athenian  citizens  was  therefore  greater  than  that  of  free  Spartan 
citizens,  as  the  area  populated  by  them  was  larger.  This  fact 
(which  is  of  as  much  importance  for  the  interned  and  constitu- 
tional history  of  Athens  as  it  is  for  its  external  history  and  its 
conflict  with  Sparta)  certainly  indicates  a  difference  in  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  Athenians  and  the  Spartans  entered 
their  historical  abodes  respectively,  but  the  exact  nature  of 
the  difference  can  only  be  guessed  at.  On  the  one  hand,  the 
Dorians,  when  they  entered  Laconia,  found  a  Greek  population 
already  in  possession  of  the  soil.  This  population  they  reduced 
to  a  subject  and  servile  state,  and  their  rule  over  these  Helots 
and  Perioeci  was  to  the  end  a  rule  of  force.  Thus  far  we  are 
on  tolerably  safe  ground  :  it  is  when  we  turn  to  Attica  that  our 
footing  becomes  insecure.  But  even  here  we  can  begin  with 
one  or  two  indubitable  facte.  Thus  in  the  first  place  the  evidence 
of  language  and  the  early  division  of  the  Athenians  into  four 
tribes  bearing  the  same  names  as  the  four  tribes  into  which 
Ionian  communities  elsewhere  were  divided  makes  it  reasonably 
certain  that  at  some  early  time  some  lonians  settled  in  Attica. 
In  the  next  place,  there  was  no  subject  Greek  population  in 
Attica  corresponding  to  the  Helots  or  Periceci.  But  whether 
from  these  two  facts  we  are  to  infer  that  the  lonians  when  they 
entered  Attica  found  no  Greek  population  to  subdue,  or  finding 
the  soil  inhabited,  amalgamated  peaceably  with  the  inhabitants, 
is  doubtful.  There  is,  however,  another  fact  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  established  :  at  an  early  time  Attica  was  covered  by 
village- communities,  each  ruled  by  its  own  head-man  or  archon, 
and  often  fighting  with  its  neighbours  ;  and  eventually  all  these 
independent  village  communities  were  organised  into  one  state, 
Attica,  having  Athens  for  its  seat  of  government.  But  whethet 
this  political  organisation,  si/noikismosy  too)c  place  before  or  after 
the. immigration  of  the  lonians  is  matter  of  speculation. 

The  four  tribes  into  which  the  Athenians  wore  divided  until 
the  reforms  of  Clisthenes  were  the  Geleontes,  the  Argadeis,  the 
Aigikoreis,  and  the  Hopletes.  These  names  have  been  interpreted 
to  mean  respectively  the  shining  ones,  the  farmers,  the  goat^ 
herds,  and  the  soldiers ;  and  it  has  been  inferred  that  the  tribes 
got  these  names  from  the  districts  of  Attica  which  they  occupied 
and  the  occupations  which  they  followed  : .  thus  the  inhabitants 
of  the  plain  were  farmers,  and  so  came  to  be  called  Argadeis, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  hills  kept  goats,  and  were  therefore 
called  Aigikoreis.  But  this  view  is  now  being  given  up :  the 
etymologies  are  uncertain;  where  the  soldiers  lived,  or  what 
occupation  *'  shining  "  was,  remains  a  mystery ;  above  all,  these 
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four  tribes,  being  found  amongst  other  lonians,  existed  before 
the  lonians  entered  Attica.     We  may  therefore  conclude  that 
this  division  into  tribes  dates  from  a  time  when  the  lonians 
were  still  in  a  nomad  condition,  and  that  the  bond  which  united 
together  the  members  of  a  tribe  could  not  have  been  the  fact 
that  they  were  settled  inhabitants  of  the  same  district,  but  must 
have  been  the  tie  of  blood-relationsliip  (real  or  fictitious).    This 
is  confirmed  by  the  constitution  of  the  Ionian  tribes:  each 
tribe  was  divided  into  three  trtityes  or  phr^ttries^  each  phratry 
was  divided  into  a  number  of  gen^  or  gerUes^  an^  each  genos 
consisted  of  gennStce  who  joined  in  worshipping  a  common  an- 
cestor.    This  constitution  resembles  that  of  other  Aryan  tribes, 
and  may  be  conjectured  to  go  back  to  Aryan  times.     We  may 
be  sure  also  that,  like  other  Aryans,  the  lonians  knew  the  distinc- 
tion of  noble  aqd  simple,  and  that  the  further  classification  into 
KupatridfB,  Geomori,  or  Agroeci,  and  Demiufgi  goes  back  to  very 
early  Attic  times.   As  for  the  political  organisation  of  the  tribes, 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  lonians  differed  from  other  Greeks  and 
other  Aryans  so  much  as  to  have  no  bouli  of  aged  nobles,  and 
no  folkmoot  of  free  men  who  expressed  their  approval  or  dis- 
approval of  the  boulS*8  deliberations.     We  may  therefore  con- 
clude  that   when   the    lonians  settled   in   Attica,   the   boulS 
continued  to  meet,  and  met  in  Athens,  which,  if  it  had  not 
already  become  the  political  centre  of  Attica,  would  now  be 
made  so.     At  the  same  time,  each  tribe  would  probably  settle 
down  in  some  one  district,  and  thus  become  a  local  division  of 
the  Athenian  people;  and  each  genoa  would  tend  to  form  a 
yillage  community  having  a  head-man  or  archon  of  its  own. 
Each  of  the  four  tribes  further  had  a  king,  who  stood  to  the 
tribe  in  the  same  relation  as  the  house-father  to  his  family; 
he  represented  the  tribe  or  family  in  religious  and  ceremonial 
proceedings,  and  probably  expounded  the  customs  of  the  family 
or  tribe.     These  kings,  to  distinguish  them  from  other  kings, 
were  called  tribe-kings,  phylohasileis.     The  other  kings,  from 
whom  it  became  necessary  to  distinguish  thesi,  may  have  been 
war-kings,  for  probably  all  four  tribes  on  their  wanderings  put 
themselves  under  the  command  of  a  war-king  or  polemarch, 
whose  ofBce  was  probably  elective,  not  hereditary,  as  it  required 
ability. 

The  earliest  Attic  historians,  logographers,  genealogists,  and 
annalists  treated  the  myths  and  folk-tales  of*  Athens  as  genuine 
traditions  of  actual  events,  and  looked  upon  mythical  figures 
such  as  Erechtheus  and  Theseus,  or  local  heroes  such  as  Codrus, 
as  historical  personages.     This  confused  mass  of  incidents  and 
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personages  was  reduced  to  some  kind  of  order  by  means  of  the 
hypothesis  that  Attica  in  the  beginning  was  ruled  by  a  line  of 
hereditary  monarchs,  and  into  the  framework  thus  provided 
the  imaginary  personages  of  mythology  wore  fitted.  The  desire 
for  chronological  order  led  to  the  assumption  that  each  of  these 
imaginary  monarchs  was  separated  from  the  next  by  the  length 
of  an  average  generation ;  and  gaps  were  filled  up  freely  by  the 
creation  of  entirely  fictitious  personages.  The  discord  between 
this  imaginary  history,  with  its  line  of  hereditary  monarchs, 
and  the  actual  fact  that  Attica  was  governed  by  archona^  was 
explained  away  by  the  assumption  that  the  monarchy  was  con- 
verted into  a*  Uf e  archontate  and  then  the  tenure  of  t)ie  office 
was  reduced  to  ten  years,  then-  made  elective,  and  finally  was 
made  annual  The  hypothesis  that  the  king-krchon  origLaUy 
held  office  for  life,  then  for  ten  years,  then  for  one,  and  exer- 
cised powers  which  in  historical  times  belonged  to  other  officials, 
is  accepted  by  the  author  of  the  'Aftyvaiwv  iroXtrcia — yrhether 
Aristotle  or  another.  According  to  him,  first  the  command  of 
the  army  was  taken  away  from  the  king-archon,  and  the  office 
of  polemarch  created ;  then  the  archon  was  created ;  finally,  at 
a  time  when  the  office  of  archon  had  already  become  ^annual, 
the  six  thesmothetffi  were  created  to  commit  the  Ota-fioi  or  laws 
to  writing  and  to  produce  them  when  necessary  at  trials.  *  That 
the  three  o$ces  of  king-archon,  polemarch,  and  the  archon 
existed  long  before  the  institution  of  the  thesmothetsB,  and  were 
originally  lifelong  and  confined  to  the  wealthy  and  well-born, 
as  the  AiJh.  Pol.  says,  is  highly  prqbable ;  but  the  hypothesis, 
though  strengthened  by  the  authority  of  Aristotle's  name,  that 
the  pturCketa  was  originally  a  hereditary  monarchy  with  exten- 
sive powers,  remains  a  hypothesis  stilL 

In  the  time  immediately  before  Draco,  the  executive  power 
of  the  state  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  archons,  who  were  chosen 
from  amongst  the  wealthy  and  well-born  by  the  bouli  which 
has  already  been  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph  but  one.  The 
supreme  power  of  the  state  lay  in  the  boiUS,  to  which  now  all 
ex-archons  officially  belonged :  it  had  arbitrary  power  to  punish 
offenders  by  fi^ies  and  chastisement.  To  this  period,  the  seventh 
century  b.o.,  we  must  probably  also  assign  the  institution  of  the 
naucraries :  their  name  indicates  that  thev  had  to  do  with  the 
fleet ;  and  the  growth  of  a  maritime  trade,  and  the  consequent 
conflicts  with  commercial  rivals  just  at  this  time  would  necessi- 
tate a  navy.  There  were  forty-eight  naucraries,  twelve  tp  each 
of  the  four  tribes  :  probably  a  naucrary  consisted  of  the  richer 
inhabitants  of  a  given  district,  and  each  naucrary  was  bpund  to 
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supply  two  ships.  It  is  also  possible  that  amongst  the  officials 
of  this  period  were  the  KtaXJiiKperat,  who  originally,  as  their 
name  implies,  carved  the  offerings  which  were  made  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  king :  portions  of  these  offerings  belonged 
to  the  king  ^n  virtue  of  his  prerogative,  and  the  KfAXoKpercu^ 
who  looked  after  his  interests  in  this  matter  in  early  times, 
acted  as  treasurers  afterwards. 

Political  power  thus  lay  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  narrow 
oligarchy,  out  of  whom  and  by  whom  all  officials  were  chosen. 
The  common  people  had  no  share,  direct  or  indirect^  in  the  gov- 
ernment. The  ancient  folkmoot  probably  no  longer  met :  from 
the  time  when  Athens  became  the  place  of  meeting,  the  distaooe 
was  too  great  for  the  small  farmer  in  the  country.^  But  worse 
than  the  political  was  the  social  condition  of  the  lowest  class  of 
free-men,  the  kKTq^uopun  or  ircXarai.  They  were  called  neighbours 
(rcXarai),  because  they  dwelt  near  a  Eupatrid  and  on  his  pro- 
^  /       perty,  and  cicrry/uio/MOi,  because  they  were  tenants  who  either 

<i  r>Y^*'l^^^aid  or  retained  (which  is  not  clear)  one-sixth  of  the  produce 
^  of  the  land  they  occupied  :  if  they  only  retained  one-sixth,  it  is 

hard  to  see  how  they  lived ;  if  they  only  paid  one-sixth,  it  is 
haM  to  see  why  they  grumbled.  Anyhow,  they  got  into  arrears 
with  their  rent^  became  liable  to  the  Eupatrid  for  the  amount ; 
and  the  only  security  they  had  to  offer  consisted  in  the  liberty 
of  themselves,  their  wives  and  children,  who  thus  eventually 
became  the  slaves  of  the  creditor.  This  agricultural  distress 
was  not  confined  to  the  €KTr)fi6ptoi,  but  extended  to  larger 
farmers  who  were  able  to  borrow  money  on  credit,  and  who 
accordingly  mortgaged  their  farms  to  do  so.  The  distress  was 
doubtless  due  to  the  large  economic  changes  which  were  in 
process  in  the  seventh  century  :  colonisation  brought  maritime 
commerce  in  its  train,  commerce  competition  with  imports  from 
abroad ;  exchange  by  barter  was  superseded  by  monetary  ex- 
chnnge,  and  coins  were  now  struck ;  trade  appears  by  the  side 
of  agriculture ;  and  the  small  farmer  could  not  hold  his  own 
against  the  large  farms  daily  growing  larger. 

Apart  from  the  information  contained  in  the  Athenaidn 
Politeia,  all  that  is  known  of  Draco  is  that  he  codified  the  law, 
and  that  his  code  was  distinguished  for  its  severity.  But  the 
AtJi,  Pol.  (in  a  chapter  which  not  unnaturally  has  been  sus- 
pected as  an  interpolation,  but  is  accepted  as  genuine  by  the 

^  Gh.  iv.  of  the  *kO.  roX.  does  indeed  imply  that  all  who  oould  arm 
themselves  as  hopliUt  possessed  the  civittLi,  but  the  exact  nature  of  the 
civic  rights  thus  enjoyed  is  not  explained  ;  even  according  to  the  'A^.  70X., 
they  amounted  practically  to  little  better  than  nothing. 
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ibajoritj  of  scholars)  informs  iis  that  Draco  was  a  political 
reformer  who  attacked  the  privileges  of  the  oligarchy  hy  a 
series  of  remarkable  measures.  The  arbitrary  and  unlimited 
power  of  the  bovli  was  curtailed  by  him  in  several  directions  : 
the  power  to  punish  offenders  on  its  own  motion  and  at  its 
own  discretion  was  withdrawn  from  it,  and  it  could  only  take 
cognisance  of  the  misdeeds  of  officers  of  state  when  it  was  ap- 
pealed to  by  the  person  who  alleged  that  he  had  been  wronged. 
Kezt^  the  power  of  electing  the  archons,  and  so  of  electing 
indirectly  its  own  members,  was  taken  from  it.  Third,  and 
most  important,  it  was  deprived  of  its  paramount  position  in 
the  administration  by  the  creation  of  a  new  boulSy  which,  as  it 
consisted  of  one  hundred  members  from  each  tribe,  was  called 
the  boulS  of  the  Four  Hundred,  while  the  old  council  was 
known  henceforth  by  way  of  distinction  as  the  botUi  in  the 
Areopagus.  The  new  boulS  was  further  effectually  removed 
from  the  control  of  the  oligarchy  by  the  device — remarkable 
as  occurring  at  this  early  date — of  using. the  lot  as  the  method 
of  appointment)  and  allowing  no  one  to  sit  a  second  time  until 
every  one  who  was  eligible  had  already  sat  once.  The  same 
principle  of  appointment  by  lot  and  rotation  was  applied  to 
certain  minor  (unspecified)  offices,  which  (like  the  boulS  of  the 
Four  Hundred)  were  open  to  all  who  could  equip  themselves 
as  hoplites,  i.e.,  not  only  to  the  Pentacosiomedimni  and  the 
Hippeis,  but  also  to  the  Zeugits.  Further,  the  offices  of  archon 
and  treasurer  (rafiias)  were  now  also  thrown  open  to  the  same 
classes,  to  whom  also  was  transferred  the  power  of  electing  to 
these  important  posts.  To  keep  the  members  of  the  Four 
Hundred  and  the  Ecclesia  up  to  their  duties,  a  fine  of  three 
drachms  was  imposed  on  the  Pentacosiomedimnos,  two  on  the 
Hippeus,  and  one  on  the  Zeugites  who  failed  to  attend  any 
meeting  of  the  boul^  or  ecclesia  at  which  he  was  required  to  be 
present.  Finally,  the  posts  of  Strategus  and  Hipparch  appear 
in  this  chapter  as  offices  of  such  high  importance,  that  whereas 
i^heir  existence  even  at  this  .time  had  not  previously  been  sus- 
pected, we  now  must  infer  that  the  Polemarch  had  already 
become  a  mere  figure-head,  and  his  powers  had  been  practically 
transferred  to  the  Strategi  and  Hipparchs. 

If  Draco  made  all  these  changes,  then  it  is  possible  that  he 
also  withdrew  from  the  Areopagus  the  exclusive  right  of  trying 
cases  of  bloodshed,  and  left  to  it  only  the  trial  of  voluntary 
homicide  (actual  or  intended),  and  transferred  other  trials  for 
homicide  to  a  court  of  his  own  creation,  viz.,  the  Ephetse,  con- 
sisting of  fifty-one  Eupatrids,  chosen  probably  by  lot 
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The  economic  changes  which  in  the  seventh  century  wrought 
the  distress  in  Attica,  in  tlie  sixth  century  worked  indirectly 
its  remedy :  the  development  of  manufactures  and  commerce 
caused  the  growth  of  a  class  of  artisans  who,  clamouring  for  a 
redistribution  of  property  and  ready  for  revolution  if  they  did 
not  gelTit,  were  strong  enough  to  compel  the  oligarchs  to  submit 
their  claims  to  the  arbitration  of  Solon,  a  man  of  the  middle 
class,  whose  character  commanded  the  confidence' even  of  the 
unjustly  rich  and  the  revolutionary  poor.     He  was  therefore 
appointed  archon  in  b.c.  594.     He  repealed  all  Draco's  laws 
except  those  relating  to  homicide.     He  declared  all  debtors  re- 
leased from  the  obligation  to  pay  their  debts.  ^     He  removed  all 
mortgages  from  landed  property.     He  released  all  Athenians 
who  had  been  sold  for  debt  into  slavery  either  in  Attica  or 
abroad.     He  forbade  any  man's  being  sold  into  slavery  for  debt. 
To  protect  the  small  farmer,  he  checked  the  growth  of  lai^ge 
estates'  by  fixing  a  legal  limit  to  the  amount  of  land  which  any 
one  man  might  acquire.     To  protect  the  artisan,  he  forbade  the 
export  of  agricultural  produce,  except  oil;  and  above  all,  he 
adopted  ^he  Euboean  standard  for  money,  weights,  and  measures, 
instead  of  the  ^ginetan,  thus  emancipating  Athenian  commerce 
from  the  influence  of  ^Egina  and  Megara,  and  obtaining  a  footing 
for  it  in  the  area  of  Chalcidic  and  Corinthian  trade. 

It  was  this  his  economic  policy  on  which,  and  justly,  Solon's 
fame  rested,  for  his  constitutional  reforms,  with  two  exceptions 
to  be  noted  shortly,  were  neither  remarkably  novel,  important^ 
or  permanent.  As  the  basis  of  his  revision  of  the  constitution, 
he  took  the  four  classes  of  the  Pentacosiomedimni,  the  Hippeis, 
the  Zeugitffi  and  the  Th§tes.  This  division  of  the  community 
had  apparently  been  in  existence  before  his  time ;  but  whether 
it  had  existed  merely  as  a  rough  social  classification  but  had  not 
been  used  for  political  purposes,  or  whether  it  h&d  been  used 
for  political  purposes  but  had  been  based  on  an  estimate  of  the 
capitalised  value  of  the  landed  property  of  the  individual  owner, 
is  a  point  on  which  opinions  differ.  It  is,  however,  clear  that, 
according  to  Solon's  arrangement,  every  man  whose  estate  yielded 
annually  500  measures  of  produce,  dry  and  liquid  together,^ 
was  counted  as  a  Pentacosiomedimnos,  a  five-hundred-measure 
man;  every  man  whose  estate  yielded  300  measures  was  a 
Hippeus ;  200,  a  Zeugites ;  all  others  were  counted  as  belonging 

^  'A^.  iroX.  oc  6  and  10 ;  uid  see  Dr.  Sandys'  notes. 

*  Corn,  barley,  &c  (dry  produce),  was  measured  by  the  medmmti  (=12 
imperial  gallons);  wine,  oil,  &c,  ^wet  produce),  was  mwumr^  by  the 
furfngrn*  ( = 8|  gallons). 
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to  the  class  of  Th^tes.^  Starting  from  this  basis,  Solon  declared 
the  PentacosiOmedimni  to  be  alone  eligible  for  the  highest 
offices  of  state,  the  Hippeis  for  the  less,  and  the  Zeugita  for  the 
least  important  poets,  while  a  member  of  the  class  of  Th^tes 
could  hold  no  office  at  all. 

The  election  of  officials  was  a  combination  of  the  two  methods 
of  the  vote  and  the  lot :  thus  for  the  archontate,  each  tribe  j^     1  /im  ^ 
elected  the  fgur  men  it  thought  best ;  and  from  the  forty  thus  7*^-^ '  ^*^ ' 
elected,  the  nine  archons  were  chosen  by  lot.      The  houlS  of  9  §  I ' 

the  Four  Hundred,  if  it  existed  before  Solon,  was  retained. 
The  Areopagus  under  Solon's  constitution  enjoyed  the  same 
wide  power  of  punishing  offenders  at  its  own  discretion  which 
had  belonged  to  it  before  Draco's  time ;  it  also  had  the  power 
of  receiving  appeals  from  those  who  alleged  they  had  suffered 
injustice,  especially  at  the  hands  of  officials;  and  it  was  in- 
trusted with  the  duty  of  proceeding  against  those  who  conspired 
for  the  overthrow  of  the  constitution.  The  Ecclesia  was  left 
by  Solon  exactly  with  the  same  power  probably  as  it  had 
enjoyed  from  its  origin  :  the  power  of  assenting  to  or  dissenting 
from  a  proposal  to  go  to  war.  Finally,  in  some  minor  details 
the  Naucrary  system  was  reorganised. 

Thus  far  the  con-^titutional  reforms  of  Solon  are  trifling; 
the  Ecclesia,  the  BoulS  and  the  Areopagus  practically  were 
left  untouched ;  and  the  qualifications  for  office  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  materially  modified  to  the  advantage  of  the  demo- 
cratical  party.  Two  reforms,  however,  there  are  yet  to  mention 
which  were  of  importance :  the  extension  of  the  franchise  and 
the  institution  of  the  Uelisea.  Draco,  it  seems,  had  given  the 
right  of  electing  officers  of  state  to  such  members  of  the  tribes 
as  possessed  sufficient  substance  to  allow  of  their  equipping 
themselves  as  Hoplites  («.e.,  practically  to  the  upper  three  pro- 
perty classes).  Solon  extended  the  franchise  to  all  members 
of  the  tribes,  without  any  property  qualification.  The  other 
institution  created  by  Solon  by  its  unforeseen  consequences 
made  him  the  founder  of  the  Athenian  democracy :  that  was 
the  institution  of  a  popular  law-court  or  SiKojcrrrjpiov  called 
the  Helisea,  which  consisted  probably  of  a  certain  number  of 
citizens  over  thirty  years  of  age,  selected  by  lot  To  this  court 
lay  an  appeal  from  the  verdicts  of  the  archons ;  and  thus  the 
final  interpretation  of  all  laws  lay  with  the  Heliaea,  that  is  to 

^  It  should  be  noted  thftt  these  measures  were  of  the  new  (EulxBan) 
standard,  and  contained  27  per  cent,  less  than  those  of  the  old  (i£ginetan). 
Consequently,  before  Solon  it  required  a  laiger  estate  to  entitle  a  man  to 
ba  called  a  fiTe-hundred-measure  man  than  it  did  alter  his  reforms. 
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say,  eventually  every  law  came  to  be  worked  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  democracy. 

Solon's  reforms  left  Attica  in  a  very  unsettled  state  :  the 
£upatrids  and  the  despoiled  creditors  on  the  one  hand,  on  the 
other  the  artisans,  disappointed  at  not  getting  a  redistribution 
of  property,  were  dissatisfied  with  Solon's  legislation  ;  and  both 
were  opposed  by  the  small  farmers,  who  had  the  best  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  new  state  of  things.  Five  years 
after  Solon's  archontate,  the  party  fights  for  the  office  of 
the  archon — which  was  considered  at  this  time  to  be  the  key 
to  political  power — were  so  bitter  that  no  election  at  aU  could 
be  made.  Five  years  later  the  same  dead-lock  again  occurred. 
Five  years  later  still,  Damasias  having  been  placed  in  the  post, 
remained  there  for  two  years  and  two  months,  until  he  was 
compelled  by  force  to  quit  it  This  led  to  a  compromise  between 
the  three  parties,  according  to  which  there  were  to  be  ten 
archons,  of  whom  five  were  to  be  EupatridsB,  three  farmers 
(Geomori),  and  two  artisans  (Demiurgi) — a  remarkable  reaction 
against  the  Solonian  constitution,  w£ach  probably  did  not  last 
long.  In  the  meantime,  the  three  political  parties  tended  to 
become  local  as  well  as  political  divisions :  the  Eupatrida, 
whose  aim  was  a  restoration  of  the  oligarchy,  became  the  party 
of  the  Plain,  for  there  was  the  richest  soil,  and  the  farms  on  it 
belonged  to  the  nobility.  Tiie  party  of  the  Coast  consisted  of 
those  who  were  satisfied  with  the  Solonian  reforms.  The  party 
of  the  Mountain  consisted  of  those  whose  poverty  inclined 
them  to  revolutionary  measures,  and  who  found  a  leader  in 
Pisistratus.  But  all  three  parties  were  crushed  out  of  existence 
by  Pisistratus,  who  having  ;;ained,  as  Strategus,  a  character  for 
courage,  and,  as  leader  of  the  Mountain,  the  confidence  of  the 
democrats,  persuaded  the  ecclesia  to  give  him  a  body-guard  to 
protect  him  in  his  endeavours  to  benefit  the  people,  and  thus 
established  himself  in  b.o.  561  as  tyrant.  In  this  character 
he  seems  to  have  made  no  changes  of  importance  in  the  form  of 
the  constitution :  he  was  content  to  have  some  member  of  liis 
family  in  office  as  archon  ;  and  for  the  rest^  he  did  his  best  to 
give  the  people  no  occasion  to  wish  to  exercise  political  power. 
He  assisted  them  to  cultivate  their  farms ;  he  dispensed  justice 
to  them  by  means  of  local  judges,^  so  that  they  might  not  have 
to  come  to  Athens ;  and  thus  he  succeeded  in  quietly  letting 
Solon's  laws  drop  into  disuse.  He  did  indeed  levy  a  tax,  pro- 
bably of  5  i^er  cent.,  on  income  from  landed  property,  but  his 
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personal  popularity  was  so  great,  that  this  was  felt  as  no  hard- 
ship, and  doubtless  the  rest  given  to  the  country  was  felt  to 
be  worth  the  money.  Pisistratus  died  b.c.  528,  and  his  rule  was 
for  long  afterwards  regarded  as  a  golden  age.  His  sons,  more 
tyrannical,  were  eventually  expelled,  b.g.  511,  by  the  aid  of  the 
Lacedsemonians,  whose  king,  however,  would  have  imposed 
another  tyrant  on  Athens  in  the  person  of  Isagoras,  a  friend 
of  the  PisLstratidaB,  had  it  not  been  for  the  resistance  of  the 
Athenian  people  and  the  reluctance  of  the  Spartan  allies. 
The  fall  of  Isagoras  left  the  political  field  in  Athens  clear  for 
his  rival  Clisthenes,  who,  to  overthrow  Isagoras,  had  committed 
himself  to  a  democratic  programme. 

The  reforms  of  Clisthenes  changed  the  whole  political  face 
of  Athens  ;  they  gave  to  the  Athenian  constitution  the  frame- 
work which  was  destined  to  hold  it  together  for  centuries  to 
come,  and  they  made  Athens  effectually  and  for  ever  a  demo- 
cracy. Yet  Clisthenes  did  not  deprive  the  Areopagus  of  any  of 
its  privileges ;  he  did  not  curtail  the  powers  of  the  boulS  or 
extend  those  of  the  ecclesia,  or  of  the  popular  law-court ;  nor 
did  he  lower  the  property  qualification  for  any  political  post 
He  extended  the  franchise.  He  first  gave  to  the  irkijOos  that 
foothold  within  the  constitution  by  means  of  which,  in  course 
of  time,  it  inevitably  conquered  the  whole.  He  it  was,  in  a 
word,  who  created  the  Athenian  demos. 

The  changes  made  by  Clisthenes  were  numerous  and  exten- 
sive, but  they  are  all  inspired  and  controlled  by  one  single 
motive,  viewed  in  the  light  of  which,  they  are  seen  to  be 
characterised  by  unity  and  simplicity.  The  difficulty  we  have 
in  appreciating  them  is  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  we  do  not 
know  what  determined  the  franchise  before  his  reforms,  but 
have  to  infer  it  from  them.  Thus  we  know  that  he  succeeded 
in  extending  it  to  all  Athenians,  from  which  the  inference  is 
that  before  him  they  did  not  all  possess  it.  Again,  it  is  clear 
that  to  attain  his  object  he  had  to  create  new  tribes  and  tiiityea 
(phratries),  from  which  again  the  inference  is  that  the  old 
tribes  and  phratries  somehow  constituted  an  obstacle  to  the 
extension  of  the  franchise.  Finally,  he  made  the  possession  of 
political  rights  an  incident  of  membership  of  a  new  local  organi- 
sation (the  deme),  and  as  this  new  local  organisation  stood  in 
the  same  relation  to  the  new  tribes  and  phratries  as  the  old 
organisation  of  the  yevos  stood  in  to  the  old  tribes  and  phratries, 
a  presumption  is  created  that  before  his  time  an  Athenian  could 
only  be  a  citizen  provided  he  belonged  to  a  genos. 

In  a  matter  where  only  speculation  is  possible,  we  will  assume 

2f 
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that  to  the  time  of  Clisthenes  the  constitution  of  the  tribes  was 
essentially  the  same  as  it  had  been  from  the  period  when  they 
first  entered  Attica — indeed,  from  primitive  Aryan  times :  no  one 
could  belong  to  a  tribe  who  did  not  belong  to  one  of  its  three 
phratries  or  trittyea ;  nor  to  a  phratry  unless  he  belonged  to  a 
genos  ;  and  that  the  ykvq  included  both  noble  and  simple  bom. 
Draco  had  given  the  franchise  to  all  members  of  the  four  tribes 
who  possessed  the  property  qualification  implied  in  the  ability 
to  equip  themselves  as  hoplites.  Solon  gave  it  to  all  within 
the  phratry  without  any  property  qualification  whatever.  But 
outside  the  phratries  and  the  tribes  was  a  pUthos  of  free-men 
with  as  yet  no  franchise.  To  enfranchise  them  by  enacting 
that  they  should  be  received  within  the  existing  phratries,  was 
apparently  regarded  by  Clisthenes  as  a  measure  too  hazardous 
to  risk.  At  any  rate,  he  preferred  to  take  the  election  of  magis- 
trates away  from  the  four  old  tribes  and  give  it  to  ten  new 
tribes,  which  he  now  created,  each  having  three  triUyes^  as  the 
old  tribes,  had ;  and  each  trittys  consisting  of  demes,  in  the 
same  way  as  the  old  phratries  consisted  of  geni.  These  demes 
or  village  communities  existed  of  course  before  Clisthenes,  but 
before  him  they  had  no  political  rights.  By  his  reform,  every 
one  who  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  measure  was  a  member 
of  a  deme,  a  SfrjfioTqs,  became  ipso  facto  a  member  of  the  trittys 
and  tribe  to  which  that  deme  belonged,  and  became  a  full 
Athenian  citizen,  entitled  to  vote  for  all  magistrates  who  were 
to  be  elected  by  that  tribe.  Henceforth  too  the  descendants  of 
the  first  generation  of  demes -men  were  to  be  full  Athenian 
citizens ;  and  to  place  citizens  who  enjoyed  the  civitas  because 
they  belonged  to  a  deme  on  an  equality  with  those  who  be- 
longed to  a  geTioB,  the  official  style  and  title  of  every  citizen  was 
to  consist  of  his  own  name  and  that  of  his  deme — patronymics 
indicating  the  geiws^  such  as  AlcmsBonides,  were  not  to  be  offici- 
ally recognised.  Every  deme  kept  its  own  register ;  and  it  was 
the  business  of  the  demes-man  who  wished  to  secure  the  politi- 
cal rights  of  a  citizen  for  his  son,  to  present  him  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  to  a  meeting  of  the  deme,  and,  with  the  approval  of  the 
meeting,  to  enter  his  name  on  the  register. 

Though  Clisthenes  took  political  power  away  from  the  old 
tribes,  phratries,  and  gene^  he  did  not  abolish  them:  they 
were  too  closely  intertwined  with  the  very  roots  of  Athenian 
social  and  religious  life.  As  social  and  religious  organisations, 
therefore,  he  left  them  intact ;  and  as  such  the  phratries  kept 
each  a  register,  on  which  members  of  the  phratries  entered — 
with  the  approval  of  their  fellow  phrcUores — ^the  names  of  their 
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children  shortly  after  birth.  Such  registration,  though  not 
required  by  the  law,  was  accepted  by  the  law-courts  as  the  best 
proof  that  a  person  was  the  legitimate  child  of  Athenian  parents 
lawfully  married,  and  as  such  was  entitled  to  inherit  from  them. 
Thus  registration  by  the  deme  (which  probably  did  not  inquire 
whether  the  candidate  for  admission  was  legitimate  or  not) 
was  the  indispensable  qualification  for  the  exercise  of  political 
rights  ;  while  registration  by  the  phratry  was  a  convenient  mode 
pf  proving,  if  necessary,  that  a  person  was  not  illegitimate 
(v60o^),  and  therefore  not  liable  to  the  civil  disabilities  attach- 
ing to  voOot. 

Clisthenes,  being  unable  to  break  up  the  old  phratries  and 
their  ^^Tt^,  had  to  face  the  probability  that  they  would  continue 
to  be  used  for  political  purposes.      The  danger  was  that  the 
humbler  citizens,  who  had  always  been  accustomed  to  follow 
the  lead  of  the  well-born  members   of  their  phratry,  would 
continue  to  do  so.     To  avert  this,  it  was  necessary  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  political  rights,  the  one  class  should  be  asso- 
ciated with  citizens  to  whom  they  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  deferring,  and  the  other  with  citizens  to  whom  they  were 
strangers,  and  to  whose  deference  they  had  no  traditional  claim-. 
Clisthenes  effected  this  object  by  placing  the  three  trittyes  into 
which  each  of  his  new  tribes  was  divided  in  three  different 
local  districts.     Having  thus  made  the  voters  free  and  inde'- 
pendent,  he  could  intrust  to  them  the  election  of  magistrates 
and  of  the  hoid^.    The  members  of  the  hoid^  consequently  had 
to  be  increased :  hitherto  it  had  consisted  of  401  members, 
henceforth  it  was  to  contain  500,  of  whom  each  of  Clisthenes' 
ten  tribes  elected  fifty.     Each  tribe's  representatives  formed  a 
committee  of  the  hovliy  and  as  such  for  one-tenth  of  the  year 
presided  over  its  meetings,  and  prepared  the  agenda  for  them. 
The  relation  of  the  h&idi  to  the  ecclesia  was  fixed  by  law. 
Finally,  to  protect  the  infant  constitution  from  attack,  Clisthenes 
invented  the  institution  of  ostracism :  once  a  year  the  citizens 
were  to  have  the  opportunity  of  exiling  for  ten  years  any  man 
whose  policy  was  so  notoriously  threatening  to  the  constitu- 
tion, that  in  a  meeting  of  six  thousand  citizens,  the  majority 
voted  for  banishing  him.     This  institution   admirably  served 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  invented ;  and  when  the  demo- 
cracy had  grown  strong  enough  to  stand  in  no  need  of  it  for  its 
original  purpose,  a  fresh  use  was  found  for  it,  and  it  served  as 
a  sort  of  referendum  by  means  of  which  political  obstruction, 
when  so  obstinate  as  to  pikxluce  a  constitutional  dead-lock, 
could  be  terminated  by  the  will  of  the  people. 
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In  B.C.  501,  when  Clisthenes'  ten  tribes  had  had  some  years 
to  settle  down  into  working  order,  the  military  organisation  of 
the  country  was  adapted  to  them :  the  citizens  of  each  tribe, 
when  called  out  on  service,  served  together  in  one  company  or 
rd^iSy  and  were  under  the  command  of  a  strategus  elected  by 
and  from  their  own  tribe.  The  board  of  ten  strategi  thus 
created  was  under  the  presidency  of  the  polemarch,  as  titular 
commander-in-chief. 

The  foundation  and  rapid  development  of  the  Confederacy 
of  Delos  into  the  Athenian  empire  entailed  greater  and  more 
continuous  work  on  the  army  and  navy,  and  consequently 
rendered  a  division  of  the  labour  of  command  necessary :  the 
strategi  became  ministers  of  departments,  controlling  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  state,  while  the  actual  work  of  commanding  the 
regiments  (raf cis)  raised  from  the  respective  tribes  was  deputed 
to  officers  {To^MLpxpi),  who  however  were  subordinate  to  and 
took  their  orders  from  the  strategi. 

In  the  democratic  enthusiasm  of  the  Clisthenean  period,  the 
Areopagus  retired  into  the  political  background,  and  there  re- 
mained until  it  recovered  the  confidence  of  the  country  by 
saving  the  state  when  the  strategi  despaired  just  before  the 
sea-fight  at  Salamis  (ao.  480).  Its  vague  powers  were  so 
elastic  in  virtue  of  their  vagueness,  that  it  was  enabled  now 
once  more  to  become  the  dominant  factor  in  politics.  It  also 
inevitably  became  the  bulwark  of  the  anti-democratic  party, 
for  its  members  were  drawn  exclusively  from  the  upper  two 
property  classes.  Its  reform  therefore  became  the  leading  item  . 
ill  the  democratic  programme,  and  eventually  (8.0,46^^)  it  was  f^^ 
deprived  of  political  power  for  ever  by  Ephialtes :  its  adminis- 
trative  powers  were  transferred  to  the  botUS,  its  judicial  powers 
to  the  popular  law-courts,  its  other  powers  to  the  ecclesia, 
except  its  power  of  repressing  constitutional  offences.  Indict^ 
ments  for  imconstitutional  acts  (y/oa^i  irapav6fmv)  were  hence- 
forth to  be  tried  by  the  law-courts.  Thus  practically  the  only 
right  left  to  the  Ajreopagus  (when  Pericles  had  completed  the 
work  begun  by  Ephialtes)  was  that  of  trying  cases  of  wilful 
homicide,  actual  or  attempted. 

The  election  of  archons,  from  whom,  after  their  year  of 
office,  the  Areopagus  was  recruited,  in  this  century  was  modified 
more  and  more  in  a  democratic  direction:  during  the  ascen- 
dency which  the  Areopagus  exercised  for  some  seventeen  years 
after  the  battle  of  Salamis,  the  archons  were  drawn  from  the 
Pentacosiomedimni  and  Hippeis;  some  seven  years  after  the 
reforms  of  Ephialtes,  the  archonship  was  thrown  open  (ac.  457) 
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to  the  third  property  class;  and  eventually,  though  the  law 
was  not  altered,  in  practice  not  even  members  of  the  fourtli 
class  were  excluded.  Democratic  changes  were  also  made  in 
the  mode  of  election.  Pisistratus  had  introduced  direct  election, 
because  he  wished  to  control  the  election?,  so  as  always  to  have 
some  member  of  his  own  family  in  office.  Direct  election  was 
continued  by  Clisthenes,  but  in  b.g.  487  a  combined  method 
of  sortition  and  voting  was  adopted :  each  tribe  elected  fifty 
candidates,  and  the  nine  archons  were  chosen  by  lot  from  these 
500.  candidates.  Eventually  sortition  displaced  voting  entirely, 
and  the  requisite  number  of  candidates  from  each  tribe  was 
obtained,  not  by  voting,  but  by  sortition,  and  from  them  nine 
were  chosen  by  lot 

The  fourth  century  also  witnessed  the  application  of  the 
method  of  election  by  lot  to  every  office  of  state,  except  those 
which,  like  the  strategia,  required  special  abilities  or  technical 
knowledge.  But  though  any  man  might  be  a  candidate  for 
magistracies  thus  thrown  open,  every  man  had  to  submit  to  an 
inquiry  (SoKifjucuria)  into  his  fitness  to  hold  office. 

This  period  in  the  growth  of  the  Athenian  constitution  is 
also  characterised  by  the  introduction  of  the  system  of  paying 
citizens  for  their  services  as  jurymen,  and  as  members  of  the 
baulS  and  of  the  army.  In  order  to  diminish  in  some  degree 
the  .extra  demands  thus  made  on  the  treasury,  Pericles  ren- 
dered the  qualifications  for  the  civitas  more  stringent.  Clis- 
thenes had  admitted  voSoi,  i.e.,  sons  of  an  Athenian  father  and 
non-Athenian  mother  to  the  civitas  ;  but  in  order  to  do  so,  he 
had  had  to  intrust  the  registration  of  citizens  to  a  special  politi- 
cal organisation,  the  deme,  because  the  old  phratries  would  not 
enter  on  their  registry  any  but  children  whosb  parents  were 
Athenian  both.  Pericles  now  practically  reverted  to  the  pre- 
Clisthenean  system :  he  enacted  (b.c.  450)  that  the  demes 
should  only  register  as  citizens  sons  born  of  an  Athenian 
mother  and  an  Athenian  father. 

The  revolutionary  clianges  effected  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 
century  by  the  Four  Hundred  and  the  Thirty,  are  rather  for 
the  historian  of  Greece  than  for  a  handbook  of  antiquities, 
and  will  not  be  further  mentioned  here. 

The  constitution  of  the  fourth  century  will  be  described  in 
the  following  chapters  :  this  period  of  development  dates  from 
the  archonship  of  Euclides  (b.o.  403),  when  peace  was  established 
between  the  contending  parties,  an  amnesty  made,  and  a  restora- 
tion of  the  democracy  agreed  upon. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

ATHENS — (continued) 

METICS,   CITIZENS,   DEME8,   TRIBES 

The  non-Athenian  population  of  Athens  consisted  of  slaves, 
whom  we  treat  of  elsewhere,  and  foreigners.^  In  Athens,  as  in 
other  Greek  states,  the  foreigner,  unless  there  existed  a  treaty  ^ 
between  his  own  state  and  that  in  which  he  was  residing,  had 
absolutely  no  rights.  He  had  neither  a  vote  in  the  assembly 
nor  the  right  to  hold  office.  He  could  not  enjoy  the  protection 
of  the  law-courts.  He  could  not  contract  a  legal  marriage  with 
an  Athenian  citizen.^  He  could  take  no  share  in  the  national 
worship.  He  could  not  acquire  real  property  within  the 
state.^  But  the  growth  of  commerce  irresistibly  attracted 
many  foreigners  to  a  great  commercial  city  such  as  Athens, 
and  it  was  to  the  interest  of  Athens  as  much  as  of  the  foreigner 
that  the  relations  between  foreigners  and  citizens  should  be 
regulated  by  law.  For  the  case  of  foreigners  whose  stay  in 
Athens  only  extended  over  a  few  days  it  was  not  necessary  for 
the  law  to  provide ;  but  it  was  necessary  for  the  state  to  ex- 
tend some  protection  to  the  foreigner  who  took  up  his  abode  in 
Attica,  and  who  was  therefore  called  a  metic,^  It  was  necessary 
that  he  should  be  able  to  appeal  to  the  law  for  some  measure 
of  defence,  and  therefore  that  he  should  'be  brought  into  com- 
munication with  the  magistrates,  the  assembly,  the  houli^^  and 
the  law-courts.  Privilege  of  access  to  the  law  and  its  repre- 
sentatives might  be  granted  by  special  decree  of  the  state ;  ^  or 
the  foreigner,  having  no  right  of  access  to  the  Polemarch,  say, 
might  be  introduced  by  a  citizen  who  did  possess  the  access  to 
the  magistrates  The  position  of  the  foreigner  with  regard  to 
the  magistrates  was  analogous  to,  and  was  regulated  by,  the 
analogy  of  the  position  of  an  Athenian  citizen,  not  being  a 
member  of  the  bouUy  to  the  hovlS,  Such  a  citizen  might  be 
admitted  to  the  presence  of  the  houU  by  a  resolution  of  that 

^  On  the  Meiics  we  Wiener  Studien,  1S85,  PP-  45-^  ^  Athens  they 
were  called  fxiroiKoi,  elsewhere  vdpoijcoi,  xarpiic^oKrct,  Irociroc,  iroiKoi,  reia- 
FoiKOi.  '  Ensuring  him  do-^Xeta,  A5eia,  d^i/Xio.  '  ^cya^uio. 

^  lyicnfffit  yifs  iral  olxlas,  Dem.  xxxvi.  6.  '  See  note  i. 

'  wp6aodot  rpbs  t6w  roX^/iapx^i  ^P^odct  rp6s  t^  /9ouX^  Kai  r^  d^^ur. 

7  a  A  A,  ii,  41,  42,  91. 
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body,  or  might  be  introduced  by  some  member.  The  citizen 
who  thus  introduced  the  foreigner  to  the  magistrates  or  the 
courts  was  called  the  irpooran/s  of  the  metic.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  was  not  optional  whether  a  foreigner  should  or  should 
not  have  a  ir/oooTan/s,  but  incumbent  on  him  if  he  settled  in 
Attica.^  On  the  other  hand,  the  service  of  the  vpwrrdrrjs  to 
the  metic  consisted  solely  in  procuring  him  access  to  the  magis- 
trates or  courts :  when  introduced,  the  metic  pleaded  his  own 
cause.  In  return  for  the  privilege  thus  accorded  to  him,  the 
metic  incurred  sundry  obligations,  some  onerous,  towards  the 
state.  He  had  to  pay  the  metic- tax,  or  ficroUiov,  which 
amounted  to  twelve  drachmas  for  the  metic  and  his  family,  or,  if 
the  head  of  the  family  were  a  widow  woman,  to  six  drachmae, 
until  one  of  her  sons  came  of  age.  He  had  of  course  to  pay  in 
the  transaction  of  his  business  the  market-tolls,  harbour-dues, 
&c.,  which  the  ordinary  citizen  had  to  pay.  He  had  also  to 
undertake  some  of  the  state  burdens  or  liturgies  which  fell  on 
wealthy  citizens,  if  his  means  permitted  him.  Amongst  these 
were  the  choregia^  the  grjmnasiarchia,  and  the  hestiasis,  but  not 
the  trierarchia  (Dem.  xx.  i8).  If  exempted  from  the  burden 
of  furnishing  a  trireme,  he  was  nevertheless  bound,  in  return 
for  the  protection  afforded  to  him  by  the  state,  to  do  military 
service  in  defence  of  the  state.  He,  like  the  citizen,  was  subject 
to  the  war- tax, ^  and  if  he  did  not  pay  a  higher  percentage  than 
did  the  citizen,  he  seems  to  have  paid  on  a  larger  proportion  of 
his  property.  The  "  benevolences,"  ^  if  we  may  so  call  them, 
which  citizens  paid  to  the  state,  were  paid  by  the  metic  also, 
but  were  a  matter  of  necessity  with  him,  and  not  of  choice,  as 
with  the  citizen.  Finally,  there  were  certain  liturgies  which 
fell  exclusively  on  the  metic&^ 

From  some  or  all  of  the  burdens  peculiar  to  the  metic  the 
foreigner  might  be  relieved  by  a  decree  of  the  people  in  return 
for  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  state.  This  exemption  or 
drcAcia  might  extend  to  the  metic-tax,  fUToUiov,^  only,  or  to 
the  liturgies ;  ^  or  total  exemption,  urorcAcia,  might  be  granted. 
A  metic  thus  totally  exempted,  mtotcA^s,  was  placed  as  regards 
his  obligations  to  the  state  on  a  level  with  the  citizen.  He 
continued,  however,  to  be  a  metic,  he  still  required  a  irpoardrrfs, 
he  was  still  incapable  of  voting,  of  contracting  a  legal  marriage, 

^  A  7pa0^  dTpoarafflov  might  be  brought  against  the  metic  who  had  no 
T/Nxrrdnjt.  '  fia^popdf  I>em.  xxii.  54,  6i. 

'  ifiSiceis  in  the  cane  of  citizens,  tUr^^opal  in  the  case  of  metics  ((7.  LA. 
IL  270).  ^  The  ffKa^nj^opla,  {i^puL^^opla  and  aKtaSri^pla. 

^  pem.  xz.  130,  and  C,  I,  A.  ii.  27.  '  Dem.  xz.  18. 
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of  holding  office,  civil  or  religious,  and  of  acquiring  property, 
unless  the  power  to  exercise  these  rights,  or  any  of  them,  'was 
conferred  on  him  hy  special  decree.      Citizenship  might   be 
conferred  hy  a  decree  of  the  people,  or  inherited  as  a  right. 
Foreigners  who  wished  to  he  made  citizens  hy  a  decree  of  the 
people,^  could  not  claim  to  take  out  anything  corresponding^  to 
"  letters  of  naturalisation : ''  citizenship  was  conferred  on  them 
as  a  gift  in  return  for  services  rendered  ^  or  goodwill  shown 
towaids  the  state.^    The  decree  conferring  citizenship  might 
he  upset  hy  an  indictment  for  illegality,^  if  the  recipient  could 
he  proved  unworthy  of  the  privilege.     In  the  fourth  century, 
a  preliminary  decree  of  the  people  had  to  he  submitted  to  a 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  people,  to  he  voted  upon,^  and  even 
this  vote  might  be  upset  in  the  same  way  as  the  decree.     In 
the  third  century,  the  indictment  was  done  away  with,  and 
candidates  for  the  citizenship  were  submitted  to  a  dokimasia 
or  investigation  conducted  by  a  law-court  of  501  dikasts  under 
the  presidency  of  one  of  the   Thesmethetss.      The  "  made  " 
citizen  was  allowed  by  the  decree  conferring  the  gift  to  choose 
what  tribe,  phratry,  and  deme  he  would  belong  to.^    He  was  not 
allowed  to  become  an  archon  or  to  hold  a  priesthood.     These 
were  privileges  confined  to  the  sons  of  citizens,  and  therefore 
within  the  reach  of  his  children,  though  not  of  himself.^ 

Citizens  by  birth  were  the  children  of  an  Athenian  husband 
and  an  Athenian  wife,  or  the  children  of  an  Athenian  con- 
cubine.^ A  legal  marriage  was  one  in  which  the  father  or 
guardian  of  the  bride  formally  gave  her  to  the  bridegroom,^ 
and  in  which  the  husband  introduced  his  wife  to  his  phratry, 

^  And  were  henoe  called  irocip'o/  or  5i7/AOTotiyrot,  m  diatingaished  from 
fivti  roXcrat.     Qf,  Dem.  xlv.  78. 

'  &ri  hf^p  i.ya$6t  iari  wepl  rbp  irj/Mv  r^y  'A^i^aW,  C,  L  A,  i.  59,  ii.  5I» 
&c.     Qf,  (Dem.)  lix.  89. 

'  §Cpoia  Tp6s  rbv  Bij/JLOw,  *  7pa^  irapay6/uiir 

^  Todt  9i  Tpvrdreii  rods  liiP  €l<nov<ra¥  rpvTaw€lap  rpvravei^orrat  6tMmi  rtpl 
a^oD  rifv  ^ipov  Tip  ^lup els  t^p  rpdmip  iKKXifcUuff  C,  /.  A,  ii.  243. 

'  The  decree  usually  was  that  he  should  drtu  or  ypd^paa$ai  ^vkrjt  xal 
d^fiov  Kal  4>p^rplas  &p  &v  po^iXriraL  Apparently  some  phratries  he  was  ex* 
eluded  from,  as  sometimes  to  this  formula  is  appended  xard  rbp  pbpuop  or 
S0  ol  vhfLOi  XiyowrtP. 

^  (Dem.)  lix.  92  and  106,  and  Poll.  viii.  85. 

^  raXXarJ)  1^  9lp  ir  i\£v$4pois  toutIp  (xtt  Dem.  xxiiL  53.  It  was  not 
necessary  that  the  ooncubine  should  be  iyyviMh  (Dem.)  lix.  118,  122^ 
nor  in  all  phratries  that  the  adopted  child  should  be  an  Athenian  citizen^ 
AUiteJie  Proeeu,  ed.  Lipsius,  p.  543 ;  nor  that  the  father  should  always 
swear  that  the  child  was  i^  iyyvrp-rfty  Andoc  if y«t.  127. 

'  The  giving  or  betrothing  was  lyyi^ts  ;  the  person  in  whose  "  hand  ** 
^  the  bride  was,  was  her  xOpios,    In  the  cas^  of  an  heiress,  irlKKiipos  (i.c 
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and  gave  to  his  phratry  a  banquet  of  religious  import.^  Before, 
however,  the  children  of  such  a  marriage  could  enjoy  their 
citizen  rights,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  be  accepted  as 
members  of  a  phratry  and  a  deme. 

Amongst  the  Athenians,  as  amongst  the  Teutons,  we  find  that 
there  existed  besides  and  between  the  tribe  and  the  genos  or 
mcegthy  an  intermediate  association,  the  phratry,  corresponding 
to  the  pagtis.  The  members  of  the  phratry  as  of  the  gerufs 
were,  or  were  supposed  to  be,  descended  from  a  common  ancestor. 
How  count  was  kept  in  early  time,  especially  before  the  inven- 
tion of  writing,  we  do  not  know.  In  historical  times  no  attempt 
was  made  to  do  more  than  keep  a  register  of  the  existing 
members  of  the  phratry,  and  to  insist  that  new  members  should 
be  the  sons  of  members  whose  names  were  on  the  list.  The 
name  of  the  festival  which  the  phratry  held,  Apaiuria,  indicates 
that  the  members  of  the  phratry,  the  phratores,  were  supposed 
to  be  the  descendants  of  a  common  ancestor.  >  On  the  third 
day  of  this  festival,  called  the  Kovpetori^,  the  father  had  to 
present  his  child  for  admission  to  the  phratry.^  Admission 
was  by  ballot,  but  action  at  law  could  be  taken  in  case  of 
rejection  on  insufficient  grounds.  A  child  not  admitted  to  a 
phratry  was  illegitimate,  and  was  excluded  from  inheriting 
more  than  the  bastard's  portion.^  There  was  therefore  reason, 
and  also  temptation,  for  the  presumptive  heirs  of  a  man's 
property  to  attempt  to  exclude  an  illegitimate,  or  even  a 
legitimate  child  from  the  phratry.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
might  be,  and  apparently  were,  in  some  cases,  temptations  for  a 
man  to  introduce  a  child  and  swear  that  it  was  his,  when  it  was 
not  his.  If  no  adverse  vote  were  recorded  against  the  child,  its 
name  was  enrolled  on  the  phratry  list  ^  and  the  child  became 
so  far  qualified  to  inherit  When  a  childless  husband  wished 
to  adopt  a  son,  he  had  to  introduce  him  and  to  obtain  the 
assent  of  the  phratry  in  the  same  way.  It  would  seem, 
however,  that  an  adoptive  son  might  be  introduced  at  other 
times  than  at  the  Apaturia. 

a  bride  haying  neither  father  nor  brother),  having  more  than  one  male 
relation  to  whom  she  might  be  married,  the  archon  betrothed  the 
irUiiKot  iwlxXrjpct  after  iTidiKcurla, 

^  This  banquet  was  yafiriXlaf  rocs  t^pdrepai  yafiriXUuf  eUri^peyKe  /card  ro^ 
iK€bw¥  vdfiovtt  Isieus  viii.  i8 ;  ef,  Dem.  Ivii.  43,  69. 

^  *Arar(N;/)ca  =  6rar6/xa  {ef,  Hom.  A,  257,  KfurlymfTW  koX  iTarpw). 

s  The  Greek  is  tlairftw  elt  roM  ^pdrepas,  Dem.  xxxix.  4,  xliii.  13,  Ivii.^ 
54  or  fy7pd0eiir  eh  roOt  ^pdrepas,  Dem.  xxxix.  4. 

^  This  was  called  poStUiy  and  might  not  exceed  looo  drachmae. 

^  jTMf^r  yp€Lft4taTei<m  or  ^partpiK^  ypafifuLreioif, 
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The  demes  ^  constituted  by  Clisthenes  were  originallj  loo  ^ 
in  number,  but  in  course  of  time  came  to  number  about  190* 
When  first  constituted,  each  deme  consisted  of  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  area  comprised  in  the  new  deme,  afterwards 
it  consisted  of  the  descendants  of  the  original  demesmen.  A 
man  by  change  of  residence  did  not  cease  to  belong  to  his 
father's  deme  :  he  might  acquire  property  in  another  deme,  but 
he  did  not  thereby  become  a  member  of  that  deme :  his  domicile 
was  still  in  the  deme  to  which  he  belonged  by  birth.  On  the 
,  f  /  ^^^ivcompletion  of  his  seventeenth  year,  the  young  Athenian  who 
i-'f '^  cjwished  to  eiyoy  citizen  rights  had  to  present  himself,  or  be 

4-d*'^  o>  •  ^   J  presented,  to  the  assembly  of  the  demesmen,  who  thereupon  voted 

whether  he  should  be  accepted  as  a  member  of  the  deme  or  not, 
and  if  the  vote  were  in  his  favour  his  name  was  entered  on  the 
deme's  list  ^  as  a  demesman  by  the  demarch ;  but  if  it  became 
necessary  for  the  citizen  subsequently  to  establish  at  law  that 
he  was  a  member  of  the  deme,  the  list  was  not  regarded  as 
evidence :  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  testimony  of  demesmen 
who  voted  on  the  occasion.  Once  accepted  as  a  member  of  his 
deme,  the  Athenian  had  the  right  to  attach  the  name  of  his 
deme  to  his  own  personal  name :  his  legal  style  and  title  con- 
sisted of  his  own  name,  his  father's,  and  that  of  his  deme.  As 
being  a  member  of  a  deme,  he  became  a  member  of  the  ecclesia, 
though  it  was  not  usual,  or  even  possible  for  him  to  exercise 
this  right  at  once,  as  he  had  to  serve  until  the  age  of  twenty 
amongst  the  Ephebi.  Admission  to  the  deme  also  brought  with 
it  the  right  to  accept  bequests,  and  in  the  case  of  orphans  the 
control  of  their  property.  It  also  brought  corresponding  duties : 
the  new  citizen  became  liable  to  military  service,  and,  if  his 
wealth  were  sufficient,  to  liturgies.  The  new-made  demesman 
became  subject  to  the  law  directly,  and  no  longer  through  his 
father  or  his  kv/>ios,  and  he  also  could  represent  his  own  case 
in  the  law  courts.     It  was  necessary  for  adoptive  sons  also  to 

^  On  the  demes  see  £m  Vie  AfunioipaU  en  Atiique  by  B.  HausKmUier 
(Thorin,  Paris).  In  the  way  of  inscriptions,  C.  /.  A.  i.  2,  79,  ii.  163,  571- 
589  ;  C.  /.  G,  i.  93,  103,  should  be  studied.  Demosthenes  c.  Euhtd,  gives 
an  interesting  picture  of  the  internal  working  of  a  deme. 

«  Hdt.  V.  69. 

'  The  name  of  this  list  is  Xif^iapx"''^^^  ypafi/jLorttov.  The  word  X^^t 
properly  means  "drawing  by  lot ; "  the  order  in  which  cases  came  on  wss 
decided  by  lot,  hence  XaTxdycu^  dlicifw,  "  to  obtain  an  action.*'  But  X^cs  wsi 
applied  especially  to  actions  touching  heritages,  hence  X^it  rov  kXi}^  sn 
action  to  recover  a  heritage.  By  extension  X^^if  comes  to  stand  for  the 
heritage  itself ;  and  the  \ji^iapxiK6¥  ypafiftartioy  is  a  list  of  those  who 
came  into  possession  of  their  X^it  or  hcritajg^e. —  Vie  MmhieijMile,  p.  i^. 
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obtain  admission  into  the  deme  of  their  adoptive  father,  even  if 
they  were  already  members  of  another  deme.  In  this  case,  too, 
the  assembly  of  demesroen  balloted  whether  the  adoptive  son 
should  be  accepted  or  rejected.  The  practice  of  adoption 
opened  the  gate  to  fraudulent  admission  to  the  deme :  it  was 
quite  possible  for  a  person  not  legally  qualified  for  adoption 
to  bribe  a  demesman  to  go  through  the  ceremony  of  adopting 
him,  and  to  corrupt  the  members  of  a  small  deme  to  wink  at 
his  admission  into  their  body.  To  such  an  extent  did  this 
process  of  corruption  prevail,  that  at  times  it  became  necessary 
to  revise  the  deme's  list  and  to  strike  off  the  names  of  those 
•who  had  obtained  fraudulent  admission.  In  a  revision,^  the 
name  of  each  soi-disant  member  was  voted  on  separately :  if 
accepted,  the  name  was  allowed  to  stand ;  if  rejected,  the  owner 
was  relegated  to  the  ranks  of  the  Metics,  but  had  an  appeal  to 
the  Thesmothetse  and  Heliasts.  But  if  he  failed  to  make  out  his 
case  on  appeal,  he  was  sold  into  slavery. 

The  most  important  officers  of  the  deme  were  tlie  demarch 
and  the  treasurers,^  who  were  elected  annually,  subject  to  a 
dokimasia  at  the  beginning,  and  to  an  examination  of  their 
accounts  ^  at  the  expiration  of  their  year  of  office.  Their  duties 
consisted  primarily  in  the  management  of  the  finances  of  the 
deme.  The  deme  might  possess  property  in  land  and  derive 
some  income  from  its  rent ;  but  ,the  amount  of  real  property 
owned  by  a  deme  does  not  seem  to  have  been  great.  A  larger 
income  seems  to  have  been  earned  by  money-lending :  capital 
was  relatively  scarce  in  Attica,  and  the  rate  of  interest  was 
high — 12  per  cent,  was  considered  a  moderate  rate— a  deme 
therefore  might  add  considerably  to  its  revenue  by  lending 
money.  The  chief  source  of  income,  however,  was  the  tax 
levied  on  citizens  who,  not  being  members  of  the  deme,  yet 
possessed  property  within  the  deme.^  More  interesting  than 
the  revenue  account  of  the  deme  is  the  expenditure.  There 
were  practically  only  two  heads  of  expenditure  in  ordinary 
times :  the  engraving  of  decrees,  the  cost  of  complimentary 
crowns,  &c.,  and  expenditure  on  sacrifices,  public  worship,  and 
religious  festivals.  Nothing  could  show  more  clearly  the  fun- 
damental difference  between  a  deme  and  an  English  municipal 
borough.     Although  the  demes  of  Clisthenes  were  designed  as 

^  dta^i^o-if,  the  person  rejected  was  6  diroifnf^Oels  or  Kara^^ffdeli. 

'  rafdat. 
.   >  By  a  eOBwot,  a  XoyurHjit  ^nd  ten  <rwi/iyopoi,  with  appeal  to  the  dyopd. 

^  Such  inhabitants  were  called  iyKegTriiiivoi — Denu  1.  8 — and  the  tax 
iyKnjTiK6K 
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political  and  administrative  divisionB,  they  speedily  assimilated 
themselves  to  the  religious  associations  which  played  so  laige 
a  part  in  the  private  life  of  a  Greek  citizen.  The  revenues  of 
the  deme,  inconsiderable  by  the  side  of  those  of  an  Elnglish  town 
or  county  council,  were  devoted  mainly  to  the  cult  of  the 
various  local  and  national  god&  Nothing  apparently  was  spent 
on  the  roads,  on  improvements,  sanitary  or  otherwise,  nothing 
on  education,  and  there  were  no  poor  rates. 

Although  the  amount  of  power  intrusted  to  the  demarch 
differieid  in  different  demes,  on  the  whole  it  was  practically 
inconsiderable:    as  regards  finance,  it  was  the  assembly,   the 
agora  itself,  usually,  which  determined  the  tennis  on  which  the 
deme's  land  or  capital  should  be  lent.    The  demarch,  in  execut- 
ing the  resolutions  of  the  agora,  was  bound  do^ihi  by  the  most 
precise  instructions,  had  to  refer  again  to  the  agora  if  cases  not 
foreseen  presented  themselves;  and  even  if  a  certain  amount 
of  discretion  were  allowed  in  carrying  out  the  decrees  of  the 
assembly,  the  demarch  was  still  limited  by  the  treasurers  and 
other  officials  associated  with  him.     So,  too,  although  the 
demarch  was  the  representative  of  the  deme  in  any  lawsuits  to 
which  the  deme  was  a  party,  he  was  assisted  or  controlled  by 
legal  coadjutors,^  and  sometimes  superseded  by  representatives 
appointed  by  the  agora.     He  did  indeed  summon  and  preside 
over  the  agora,  but  the  amount  of  control  he  exercised  over  its 
proceedings  depended  on  his  personal  character  and  influence ; 
his  office  did  not  bring  power  with  it     In  his  relations  with 
the  sttite,  the  demarch  was  circumscribed  as  much  as  in  dealing 
with  the  agora.     As  his  presence  was  necessary  if  a  creditor 
wished  to  seize  the  goods  of  a  debtor,  the  demarch  became  a 
name  of  terror  to  impecunious  debtors — witness  Strepsiadcs  in 
the  Clouds.^    He  had  also  to  see  that  when  a  death  occurred 
in  his  deme  the  body  was  duly  buried  and  the  deme  purified 
from  pollution.     As  the  list  of  Athenians  qualified  to  attend 
the  ecclesia '  was  but  a  copy  of  the  lists  of  the  various  demes, 
the  demarch,  in  whose  charge  the  deme's  list  was,  thereby  came 
in  contact  with  the  state  officials ;  but  the  demarch  could  neither 
insert  nor  remove  a  name  from  the  deme*s  list     What  amount 
of  discretion  he  exercised  when  ordered  by  the  state  to  furnish 
a  list  of  persons  in  his  deme  liable  to  serve  on  board  ship  we 
do  not  know.     But  in  the  mobilisation  of  the  army  it  was  the 
taxiarchs  who,  according  to  Trygadus  in  the  Pe(ice,^  pressed  the 

^  ffMtKM.  '  Ctoudi  37,  9dKP€i  fit  di/jfAopx^  ^<'  ^"^  ^^  rrpttfidrttir. 

s  tIpo^  kKKXtfcuiaTtK^^Dem,  xliv.  35. 

^1186  ravra  6*  ^/iBs  rm>t  dy poUcovs  dpwri'  rodt  d*  i^  d<rr6CM*HTT0P. 
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poor  country-folk  and  favoured  the  townsmen.  In  short  the 
demarch  sacrificed  a  large  amount  of  his  time  to  the  interests 
of  his  deme,  but  did  not  exercise  in  virtue  of  his  office  any 
corresponding  control  over  the  affairs  of  the  deme.  If,  then, 
there  were  found  candidates  for  the  post,  it  was  partly  because 
the  position  was  one  of  dignity :  the  demarch  represented  the 
deme  on  various  solemn  and  important  occasions,  and  offered 
sacrifice  in  the  name  of  the  deme.  But  above  all  the  office  was 
a  stepping-stone  to  political  power:  it  placed  the  holder  en 
evidence^  and  increased  his  chances  of  obtaining  political  office 
by  making  him  known.  At  the  same  time  it  was  in  itself  a 
piece  of  political  experience  and  training.  The  demarch  learnt 
how  to  preside  over  an  assembly ;  he  became  familiar  with  the 
management  of  the  finances  of  a  public  body ;  he  was  brought 
into  contact  with  state  officials  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties ;  and  as  a  magistrate  having  the  power  to  inflict  a  small 
fine,^  he  acquired  experience  which  would  be  useful  to  him  in 
any  other  magistracy. 

The  control  of  the  deme's  affairs  lay  with  the  assembly  of  the 
demesmen,  and  not  with  any  of  the  officials  of  the  deme.  The 
agora  itself  managed  its  own  finances,  regulated  its  own  deme's 
list,  called  its  officials  to  account,  awarded  crowns,  compli- 
mentary decrees,  exemption  from  taxation.  But  though  the 
agora  exercised  the  right  of  drawing  up  its  own  deme's  list  in 
the  first  instance,  its  decisions  in  this  matter  could  be  and  were 
overruled  by  the  state,  by  the  Heliasts.  Finally  it  is  to  be 
noticed  that  though  the  agora  of  the  deme  nominally  consisted 
of  all  the  demesmen,  it  really  was  attended  by  a  minority  of  the 
members  of  the  deme,  just  as  the  ecclesia,  though  nominally 
consisting  of  all  the  citizens,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  minority. 
In  the  case  of  some  demes  the  quorum  was  as  small  as  thirty, 
and  it  may  be  imagined  that  in  so  small  a  body  it  was  easy  for 
a  clique  to  obtain  the  exclusive  control  of  the  affairs  of  the 
deme.  If  the  demarch  exercised  any  power,  it  was  because  he 
was  nominated  by  the  dominant  clique,  or  because  he  managed 
to  form  a  clique  of  his  own. 

As  constituted  by  Clisthenes,  the  ^vXat,'  or  tribes  were  ten 
in  number,  and  each  ^vA.17  comprised  ten  demes;  but  as  the 
demes  became  more  numerous,  the  phyld  came  to  include  more 
than  ten  demes  each,  and  in  b.o.  306,  the  number  of  tribes 


'  For  the  Phylas  the  following  inscriptions  should  be  studied  :  (X  I.  A. 
<*•  172,  553-5S9»  562,  564,  565-  567. 
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was  increased  to  twelve.  Though  designed  for  political  pur- 
poses, the  tribes  were  framed  as  religious  associations :  each 
tribe  was  named  after  a  local  hero.  These  heroes  had  their 
temples  and  lands  attached  to  them,  which  constituted  the 
property  and  supplied  the  revenues  of  the  tribes.  The  phyl^ 
like  the  deme,  ha<i  its  assembly  or  agora  and  its  officials  ^ ;  and, 
as  in  the  deme,  so  in  the  phylS,  the  agora  managed  the  affairs  of 
the  tribe,  and  allowed  its  officials  little  or  no  discretion  in  the 
execution  of  its  instructions.  More  important,  however,  than 
the  administration  of  the  revenues  of  the  tribe  were  its  political 
duties.  Each  phyl^  furnished  fifty  members  to  the  boulSy  who 
were  chosen  by  lot  from  the  members  of  the  tribe,  in  such  a 
way  that  the  demes  in  the  tribe  had  a  representation  on  the 
botUS  proportional  to  their  population.  The  phyl6  also  afforded 
the  territorial  divisions  on  which  the  military  system  was  based  : 
each  tribe  furnished  a  regiment  of  hoplites  and  a  division  of 
cavalry.  Each  phylS  elected  its  own  taxiarch  or  r^mental 
commander,  when  the  strategi  ceased  to  be  elected  by  the 
several  tribes.  For  the  purposes  of  the  navy,  the  territorial 
division,  however,  was  not  the  phyle,  but  the  divisions  of  the 
tribe,  the  trittyes.  The  rpirrv^  seems  to  have  taken  its  name 
from  the  most  important  deme  situated  within  its  boundaries,  and 
it  was  the  business  of  the  various  demarchs  to  see  that  the  trittys 
provided  its  due  and  proper  proportion  of  oarsmen  to  the  fleet. 

The  bonds  for  keeping  a  phyle  together  and  for  making  it 
feel  its  corporate  existence  would  have  been  feeble,  especially 
as  the  demes  constituting  a  phylS  were  situated  in  three  different 
districts  (trittyes),  had  not  the  tribes  been  wisely  associated 
with  the  amusements  of  the  people.  At  the  various  religious 
festivals,  lyric  and  otherwise,  the  tribes  competed  for  the  prize 
with  each  other.  The  expense  of  providing  a  chorus  -vras 
indeed  borne  by  some  individual  citizen,  but  the  chorus  com- 
peted in  the  name  of  the  tribe,  and  the  victory  redounded  to 
the  glory  of  the  tribe.  Such  a  liturgy  as  that  of  providing  a 
tragic  choms  was  a  considerable  burden,  and  if  discharged  with 
signal  honour  to  the  tribe  was  rewarded :  the  tribe  might  vote 
a  complimentary  decree  to  the  member  who  had  thus  brought 
it  honour,  and  it  might  decree  that  he  should  henceforth  be 
exempt  from  liturgies.  It  was  in  the  agora  of  the  tribe  that  it 
was  settled  who  should  undertake  the  various  litutgies,  the 
choregia,  gymnasiarchia,  and  hestiasis,  but  how  the  question  was 
settled  exactly  we  do  not  know.     Possibly  if  more  candidate3 

« 

^  ol  irtfuXiiTcd  and  a  ra/iiat; 
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than  one  were  forthcoming,  the  agora  decided  between  them  by 
vote ;  while  if  none  presented  themselves,  the  phyl^  can  scarcely 
be  supposed  to  have  had  the  power  to  compel  a  man  to  under- 
take the  burden  ;  indieed  we  find  that  tribes  from  want  of 
wealthy  members  had  to  allow  the  liturgies  to  fall.  Finally, 
in  addition  to  the  regular  officials  elected  by  the  tribe,  there 
were  various  extraonlinary  officials  ^  whom  it  had  to  appoint 
when  any  public  work  was  assigned  by  the  state  to  the  phyl^ 
for  execution.  The  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  phyld 
must  have  fallen  more  exclusively  into  the  hands  of  a  small 
and  active  minority  of  the  members,  even  than  did  those  of 
the  deme  ;  for  whereas  the  agora  of  the  deme  did  meet  in  the 
deme,  the  agora  of  the  phylS,  which  was  rather  a  political  than 
a  local  organisation,  met  in  Athens. 


CHAPTER  VII 

ATHENS  (continv^ed) 

THE   MAGISTRATES   IN   GENERAL 

The  magistrates  of  Athens  may  be  divided  into  ordinary  and 
extraordinary.  The  ordinary  magistrates  were  those,  whether 
appointed  by  vote  or  lot,  whose  appointment  lasted  for  a  year, 
and  whose  functions  were  determined  by  the  constitution. 
Extraordinary  magistracies  were  those  created  by  a  decree  of 
the  people  to  perform  some  special  function.  Such  were  the 
superintendents  of  public  works,  and  officials  appointed  by  the 
phyld,  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  people,  for  the  execution 
of  some  particular  state  business. 

All  magistrates,  whether  ordinary  annual  magistrates,  or 
specially  appointed,  were  intrusted  with  the  power  to  inflict  a 
fine  not  exceeding  a  specified  maximum  on  persons  who  refused 
them  the  obedience  required  for  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties.^  If  the  case  was  one  too  serious  to  be  met  by  the 
infliction  of  this  penalty,  the  magistrate,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
jurisdiction,^  could  put  the  offender  on  trial.     It  was  also  his 

^  Such  as  the  recxoiroioi,  ra^poroiolt  and  rpiriporoiol, 

*  The  power  to  inflict  this  fine,  irtfioX^w  eripdKXeip,  belonged  to  the 
demarch  as  well  as  state  officials,  but  the  ordinary  officials  of  the  deme 
and  the  phyld  had  no  ^e/iot^la  diKcumfplw. 

*  'Hy^fM^ia  ^uccumiplw :  on  this  see  below,  the  chapter  on  The  Judicial 
System. 
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duty  to  conduct  the  trial  of  all  who  violated  the  laws  which 
he  was  appointed  to  administer.  The  duties  thus  entailed  on 
him  will  be  fully  described  in  the  chapter  on  Legal  Pro- 
cedure. Here  we  need  only  note  that  the  magistrate  had  no 
such  power  as  that  of  an  English  judge  :  he  did  not  sum  up, 
he  could  not  determine  what  evidence  was  and  what  was 
not  admissible,  he  did  not  decide  points  of  law.  He  did  not 
actually  usher  the  witnesses  in,  but  he  exercised  little  more 
control  in  this  matter  than  the  herald  whom  he  ordered  to  call 
them  in.  He  counted  the  votes  of  the  dikasts  and  announced 
the  result,  and  discharged  other  duties  of  merely  formal  signi- 
ficance. 

Military  and  financial  officials,  the  strategi,  hipparchs,  phy- 
larchs,  and  taxiarchs,  superintendents  of  public  works,  Hel- 
lenotamisB  and  financial  officials  were  elected  by  show  of  hands 
on  the  Pnyx  not  earlier  than  the  end  of  February.  The  strategi 
and  Hellenotamiffi  were  elected  in  such  a  way  that  as  a  rule 
each  phyld  had  a  member  on  the  board.  The  taxiarchs  and 
phylarchs  were  elected  by  the  several  phylss.  At  the  same 
time  the  archons  and  other  magistrates  were  selected  by  lot^  as 
also  were  the  members  of  the  hotdi.  Pluralism  was  not  allowed  : 
no  one  might  simultaneously  hold  two  offices.  Even  re-election 
was  forbidden,  except  in  the  case  of  the  bouli^  to  which  a  man 
might  be  elected  twice,  and  military  offices,  to  which  he  might 
be  elected  several  times.  If  he  was  not  debarred  by  these 
restrictions,  it  was  competent  for  any  citizen  who  wished  to 
obtain  one  of  the  appointments,  which  were  made  by  lot>  to 
send  in  his  name  to  the  Thesmothetae,  and  the  selection  was 
confined  to  those  names.  Substitutes  were  also  selected  in  case 
the  persons  first  chosen  should  by  death  or  otherwise  vacate 
,  f^  .their  office  prematurely.  The  mode  of  election  was  that  in  the 
^^^'^^^^^^  fifth  century  the  demes,  in  the  fourth  century  the  tribes,  each 
nominated  a  certain  number  of  candidates  from  whom  the  re- 
quisite officials  were  chosen  by  lot  The  demes,  however,  proved 
corruptible,  and  their  power  of  nomination  was  transferred  to 
the  tribes ;  and  eventually  sortition  was  substituted  for  nomina- 
tion, so  that  there  was  a  double  process  of  drawing  lots :  each 
tribe  used  sortition  to  select  the  candidates  it  had  a  right  to 
send  in,  and  sortition  was  again  applied  to  the  candidates  thus 
sent  in.  Although  the  election  of  magistrates  might  take  place 
early  in  the  year,  the  magistrates  did  not  enter  on  office  until 
the  month  Hecatombseon  (July) — if  then.  Between  election 
and  admission  to  office  the  magistrate-elect  had  to  submit  to  an 
official  investigation  into  his  qualifications  for  the  office  he 
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had  been  provisionaUy  appointed  to.     This  inyestigation  was 
called  the  dokimasia.^ 

All  magistrates,  whether  elected  by  lot  or  by  vote,  by  the 
whole  people  or  by  the  separate  phylse,  were  submitted  to  a 
dokimasia  before  entering  office.  The  Thesmothetse,  and  there- 
fore probably  the  three  superior  archons,  were,  like  the  members- 
elect  of  the  bfntlSy  brought  before  the  boulS  of  the  current  year, 
and  there  questioned  by  the  x^cS/do?,  the  president  of  the  botdS, 
for  the  time.  The  questions  put  were  not  designed  to  ascertain 
whether  the  candidate  was  specially  qualified  for  the  functions 
of  his  particular  office,  but  whether  he  was  a  citizen,^  had 
performed  his  military  and  religious  duties  properly,  and  in  aU 
probability  whether  he  had  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
which  was  required  of  magistrates  and  members  of  the  bovJS. 
It  was  also  probably  competent  for  any  member  of  the  boulS  to 
bring  to  its  notice  anything  in  the  previous  life  of  the  candidate 
which  might  be  held  to  disqualify  him,  as  for  instance  that  he 
had  in  his  youth  given  utterance  to  oligarchical  or  tyrannical 
sentiments,  and  then  the  bcmlS  investigated  the  charge.  If 
charges  were  not  made,  or  were  refuted,  the  candidate  was 
approved,'  otherwise  rejected :  in  either  case  the  decision  of 
the  boulS  might  be  upset  by  the  subsequent  dokimasia  held  by 
a  law  court,  over  which  the  Thesmothetffi  presided.  No  other 
magistrates  besides  the  archons  had  to  undergo  a  double  doki- 
masia before  the  boidS  and  before  a  court.  Whether  elected  by 
vote  or  by  lot  they  were  examined  before  a  law  court,  but  not 
first  examined  by  the  botdS. 

Even  when    the   magistrate-elect  had  successfully  passed    /  -Vi.        \  , 
through  the  ordeal  of  the  dokimasia  and  entered  on  office  he    '    / ,  x  / 
did  not  escape  from  the  most  minute  and  jealous  supervision.       ^i  y^' 
At  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  ecclesia  in  each  of  the  ten 
prytanies  into  which  the  official  year  was  divided,  it  was  the  - 
business  of  the  archons  to  ask  the  people  whether  the  various 
magistrates  had  discharged  their  duties  in  a  fit  and  proper 
manner,  and  take  a  show  of  hands  ^  on  the  question.     The 

^  On  the  dokimaiia,  see  Meier  nnd  Sohomann,  ed.  Liperas,  236  ff. 

'  In  early  times  it  was  necessary  for  an  arohon-elect  to  be  not  only  the 
son  but  the  grandson  of  Athenian  citizens :  subeeqaently  it  sufficed  if  be 
were  the  son  even  of  a  "  made  "  citizen.  Before  the  crahontate  was  thrown 
open  to  all  four  classes,  the  candidate  was  asked  whether  he  possessed  the 
requisite  property  qualification,  subsequently  el  rd  rAiy  rcXec,  ue.,  paid 
bis  taxes. 

'  To  pass  the  candidate  was  BoKifidi^etv,  to  reject  him,  drodori/idfeir. 

^  iwix^ifwrwia.  The  members  of  the  hovU  might  be  suspended  by  an 
in^vKkwpoplaf  so  called  from  the  leaves  used  by  the  hovlA  as  voting  papers. 

2  O 
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strategi  might  be  recalled  from  abroad.  If  the  vote  of  the 
people  went  against  the  magistrate  he  was  liable  to  be  suspended, 
and  tried  before  a  court  of  Heliasts ;  and  when  his  period  of 
office  had  expired  the  magistrate  had  to  give  an  account  of  his 
proceedings  ^  to  the  proper  officials :  until  he  had  done  so,  he 
could  not  leave  the  country  or  make  any  disposition  of  his 
property  which  might  prejudice  the  claim  of  the  state  to  indem- 
nify itself  for  any  loss  it  had  sustained  at  his  hands.  In  the 
fourth  century  b.c.,  the  officials  whose  business  it  was  to  receive 
the  accounts  of  the  magistrates  were  ten  Xoyurrat,  ten  <rwi^yopoi 
and  ten  evOwoi  (with  their  assessors),  appointed  by  lot  from  the 
tribes.^  Every  magistrate,  within  a  certain  period  from  the 
end  of  his  term  of  office,  had  to  hand  into  the  logiatos  either  an 
account  of  all  money  received  and  paid  by  him,  or  a  statement 
that  he  had  received  no  money.^  He  was  also  bound  to  afford 
to  the  logistaB  and  synegori  any  information  which  they  might 
require  from  him  for  the  elucidation  of  his  accounts.  Further, 
the  logistsB  invited  by  herald  any  citizen  who  had  any  com- 
plaint  to  make  against  the  magistrate  to  do  so.  It  is  not  to  be 
marvelled  at  if  a  system  of  this  kind  led  to  much  intrigue  and 
corruption.  Threats  of  false  charges  were  made  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  money;  frivolous  charges  might  be  brought  for 
annoyance;  a  guilty  magistrate  intrigued  to  evade  giving  an 
account  of  his  magistracy  by  deferring  and  delaying,  or  escaped 
by  the  collusion  of  the  logistae.  No  system  excludes  the  un- 
worthy from  office  entirely,  but  tossing  up  for  your  magistrates 
probably  excludes  them  less  successfully  than  other  systems, 
even  if  a  dokimasia  is  employed.  It  must  also  have  required 
a  tolerably  thick  skin  and  an  ardent  thirst  for  small  distinction 
to  carry  a  man  through  all  the  disagreeables  entailed  by  a 
dokimasia,  a  cheirotonia  monthly,  and  a  tvOvvoy  all  to  hold  an 
office  such  as  that  of  archon. 

If  a  citizen,  in  reply  to  the  invitation  of  the  logidcB,  brought 

'  The  official  formula  ia  X^ov  5td6rrwr  .  .  .  rp^  rodt  Xoytrriit  icai 
tiOivat  MbvTfOP,  A670t  refers  to  pecaniary  accounts,  c^^ufcu  to  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties.  On  the  Euthyntt,  see  Meier  und  Schomann,  ed. 
Lipsius,  pp.  1 1 2- 1 1 7,  257-269;  Scholl,  i>e  tynegoris  aUicU;  Jena,  1876; 
Inscriptions,  C.  L  A.  i.  32,  34,  226,  228,  273  ;  ii.  444,  446,  469,  470, 
578.  The  speeches  of  Demosthenes  and  iEschines  defalaa  legatione  were 
delivered  in  the  course  of  a  trial  of  a  ypa^ii  wepl  rtaw  «i$wQ9. 

>  In  the  century  before,  that  is  in  the  fifth,  we  find  thirty  logistte,  some- 
times called  simply  ol  rpidKoifTa,  but  their  relation  to  the  ten  of  the  fourth 
century  is  mysterious.  In  the  fifth  century  there  were  euthyni,  as  well  as 
the  thirty  logista. 

s  Until  he  had  done  so  and  had  been  discharged  he  was  i^rei^vMs.  If 
be  failed  to  do  so  he  was  liable  to  a  ypa^  dXoyiov, 


ATHENS  467 

a  charge  against  the  retiring  magistrate,  he  had  to  hring  a 
formal  suit  in  the  law  courts  against  him.^  As  examples  of 
such  charges  we  have  accusations  of  emhezzlement  of  puhlic 
money,  hribery,^  or  false  ambassadorial  reports.'^  In  any  case, 
whether  the  examination  by  the  logistflB  and  synegori  was 
favourable  or  not,  whether  a  private  accuser  was  forthcoming 
or  not,  the  ex-magistrate  could  only  get  his  final  discharge  from 
a  law  court  of  501  members,  appointed  for  the  purpose.  It  was 
part  of  the  jurisdiction  or  hegemonia  of  the  logistffi  to  preside 
over  this  court,  while  the  synegori  probably  here  took  legal 
action  on  any  irregularities  which  had  been  discovered  in  the 
ex-magistrate's  accounts.  The  evOwoty  in  all  probability,  had 
duties,  such  as  the  recovery  of  fines  inflicted  by  magistrates ; 
and  the  recovery  of  penalties  from  ex-magistrates  was  only  one 
branch  of  their  work,  which  extended  over  the  whole  area  of 
administration  and  was  not  limited  to  the  euthyna. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  hegemonia  of  the  logiste  did  not 
extend  to  the  strategi  and  military  officials  :  they  had  to  render 
their  accounts  to  a  court  under  the  hegemonia  of  the  Thesmo- 
thetsB.  Finally,  even  when  the  ex-magistrate  had  passed  the  exa- 
mination of  the  logistce  and  had  subsequently  been  discharged 
by  the  law  court,  his  troubles  were  not  at  an  end  :  for  a  certain 
number  of  days  the  evOvvo^  appointed  by  the  tribe  to  which 
the  ex- magistrate  belonged,  sat  along  with  his  two  assessors  to 
receive  any  complaint  which  any  citizen  might  have  to  make, 
and  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities,  if  he 
thought  fit 

It  was  permitted  some  magistrates,  the  three  superior  archons, 
the  cv^woi,  Hellenotamise,  and  possibly  others,  to  appoint  asses- 
sors to  assist  them  in  their  work.  These  assessors  or  paredrt 
were  subject  to  a  dokimasia  and  an  €vdvva.  In  the  way  of 
paid  officials  there  were  secretaries,^  assistant  -  secretaries,^ 
heralds,  and  others,  who  all  seem  to  have  had  a  bad  reputation. 
As  many  or  most  of  the  magistrates  had  no  technical  qualifica- 
tions for  the  posts  they  held  and  the  legal  jurisdiction  they 
had  to  exercise,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  secretaries,  in 
virtue  of  their  superior  familiarity  with  state  business,  exercised 
considerable  influence.  The  fact  is  evidently  recognised  by  the 
enactment  eventually  made  to  forbid  a  man  acting  as  assistant- 
secretary  twice  to  the  same  magistracy.     Magistrates  were  pro- 

^  Such  a  suit  was  called  in  general  a  ypaif»^  irepl  tQp  tiOwCw,  but  the 
individual  accuser  had  to  specify  the  offence,  e.^.,  k\ow^  r(av  ^itaaiw 
•XfniljATiap,  ^  Sibpunf.  '  rapaTpea^las, 

*  ypafi/AareU,  '  inroypafifJMT€is, 
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tected  by  the  law  from  insult  and  assault  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  but  the  law  could  not,  and  did  not,  prevent  con- 
tempt from  openly  expressing  itself  when  it  is  felt  by  a  suffici- 
ently large  proportion  of  the  community.^ 


CHAPTER  VIII 
ATHENS   (continued) 

THE   MAOISTRATEB 

Originally  nothing  more  than  the  commanders  of  the  tribal 
regiments,  and  subordinate  to  the  archon  polemarch,  the 
strategi  ^  came  to  be  the  most  important  officials  in  the  state. 
In  addition  to  their  command  of  the  army,  they  came  to  con- 
duct the  foreign  policy  of  Athens,  while  as  guardians  of  the 
state  in  time  of  peace  '  as  well  as  of  war,  they  were  responsible 
not  only  for  keeping  open  supplies  of  food  from  abroad,^  but 
for  protecting  the  state  from  treasonable  attacks  on  the  part 
of  her  own  children.  When  we  add  to  these  powers  the  juris- 
diction which  they  exercised  in  the  law  courts  in  all  the  many 
proceedings  which  arose  out  of  their  official  action  in  mobilis- 
ing the  troops  and  levying  the  war-tax,  in  punishing  desertion 
and  maintaining  the  defences  of  the  country,  we  shall  form 
no  mean  opinion  of  the  power  wielded  by  the  strategi.  The 
danger  is  that  we  may  form  too  high  an  opinion :  we  have  to 
inquire — and  the  inquiry  is  '*  both  interesting  and  instructive  " 
— what  were  the  actual  powers  of  the  strategi  as  opposed  to 
their  formal  powers.  In  no  other  respect  is  a  democratic  form 
of  government  more  severely  tested  than  in  its  relation  to  the 
foreign  and  war  departments.  In  no  other  department  is  it 
more  necessary  that  the  servant  of  the  state  should  be  allowed 
a  free  hand  within  the  proper  limits,  and  nowhere  else  is  it 
more  difficult  to  determine  what  are  the  proper  limits. 

The  strategi  were  subject  to  a  SoKifuuria  and  to  a  cv^va. 
With  the  form  of  the  latter  we  have  not  here  to  deal,  as  we 

'  Xenophon  {Mem,  iii.  5,  16)  speaks  of  people  ot  koI  dyiXkvnui  iwl  nf 

'  On  the  strategi,  see  LeM  StraUgta  AHUnietUt  P^^  Am.  Haavette-Ber* 
naalt,  Paris  :  Tborin,  1885.  Inscriptions  :  C.  /.  O.  178,  179 ;  C,  /.  A,  i. 
40»  55»  64;  ii.  12,  40,  44.  55.  6a,  64,  69,  71,  90,  109,  112,  115,  119,  121, 
273.  302,  33".  334»  443*  804,  808,  809,  811  ;  iv.  27,  51,  61,  71,  49«  «79^ 

*  Thuc.  ii.  24.  ^  Dem.  1.  17,  20,  58. 
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have  already  described  it  in  the  last  chapter.  We  have  now 
to  investigate  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  worked  and  the 
practical  effect  it  produced.  In  the  first  place,  this  method 
of  calling  the  strategi  to  account  at  the  end  of  their  year  of 
office  was  no  mere  form.  The  list  of  generals  thus  brought  to 
trial  is  long  enough  to  show  this  without  any  other  proof.  The 
list  begins  with  Miltiades,  the  victorious  general  of  Marathon, 
and  is  continued  through  the  names  of  Themistocles,  Cimon, 
Pericles,  Phormio,  the  brilliant  commander  in  some  of  the  early 
operations  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  Paches,  Thucydides  the 
historian,  Alcibiades,  Timotheos,  in  b.c.  373  to  the  end  of 
Athens'  existence  as  an  independent  state.  Besides  these 
names  there  are  those  of  many  other  less  known  generals,  and 
doubtless  the  list  that  we  can  make  by  no  means  comprehends 
all  the  strategi  who  were  accused  at  the  tvOvvat,  The  names 
we  have  given  are,  however,  enough  to  show  that  in  some  cases 
the  Athenian  people  were  bad  masters,  and  in  some  cases  had 
bad  servants.  But  the  effect  of  the  system  cannot  be  measured 
merely  by  the  trials  that  took  place  justly  or  unjustly  under  it : 
whether  the  punishment  of  bad  generals  did  the  state  good  in 
any  proportion  to  the  evil  wrought  by  the  unjust  accusation  of 
faithful  servants  is  a  question  which  may  perhaps  be  debated. 
What  is  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  is  the  injurious  effect 
which  the  fear  of  accusation  had  on  generals  in  the  conduct 
of  their  campaigns.  That  this  must  have  been  the  effect  of 
such  a  system  scarcely  needs  actual  proof ;  we  may,  however, 
point  to  the  express  testimony  given  by  Thucydides  to  the 
share  this  system  had  in  producing  the  disasters  in  the  Sicilian 
campaign,  which  practically  decided  the  Peloponnesian  war 
against  the  Athenians.  Nicias^  dared  not  raise  the  siege  of 
Syrdcuse  for  fear  of  the  accusations  which  would  be  made 
against  him  at  the  €v$vva  if  he  did  so.  The  very  sailors  who 
were  the  loudest  to  complain  of  the  sufferings  which  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  siege  entailed  upon  them,  would  have  been  the 
very  first  to  accuse  him  on  their  return  to  Athens  for  having 
raised  it ;  while  the  people  who  judged  the  generals  would,  in 
complete  ignorance  of  the  actual  facts  of  the  campaign,  be  deter- 
mined in  their  judgment  simply  by  the  assertions  of  the  most 
persuasive  orators.^  The  Athenian  democracy  would  no  more 
sanction  a  retreat  which  they  had  not  decreed  themselves^ 
than  the  French  democracy,  and  Nicias  apparently  had  not 
that  appreciation  of  the  value  which  mere  words  have  with 

1  Thua  viL  48.  3  xhua  y'u.  4& 
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the  people  that  enabled  Lazare  Hoche  to  save  his  head  by 
executing  not  a  retreat  but  a  retrograde  movement^  To 
modern  ideas  a  system  which  allows  the  troops  at  the  end  of 
a  campaign  to  bring  accusations  against  the  general  who  has 
commanded  them  and  to  sit  in  judgment  on  him,  seems 
monstrous.  It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  war  was 
not  so  technical  and  scientific  in  classical  as  in  modem  times. 
It  was  not  so  monstrous  then  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  mass 
of  citizens,  who  had  all  of  them  some  experience  in  warfare,  on 
the'  simple  details  of  the  straightforward  campaigns  of  those 
days,  as  it  would  be  now,  and  here,  to  submit  the  conduct  of 
a  scheme  elaborated  by  a  specialist  in  the  art  of  war  to  the 
criticism  even  of  educated  laymen.  Again,  if  it  seems  pre- 
posterous and  ludicrous  to  us  that  an  Athenian  from  the  rank 
and  file  should  ask  his  commander  about  his  plan  of  battle 
with  as  much  confidence  that  he  would  get  a  reply  as  if  he 
had  asked  his  opinion  on  the  weather,  we  must  remember  that 
this  utter  absence  of  subordination  was  due  not  only  to  the 
democratic  equality  of  the  citizen-soldier  with  the  citizen- 
general,  but  still  more  to  the  smallness  of  the  citizen  body :  a 
citizen  could  have  a  personal  acquaintance  with  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  his  fellow-citizens  than  is  possible  or  conceivable 
in  a  modem  state.  When,  however,  all  allowances  have  been 
made  for  the  circumstances  under  whicli  the  system  of  die 
fvOvva  was  worked,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  was  not  such  as 
to  develop  subordination  amongst  the  soldiery  or  self-reliance 
in  the  general.  Kor  is  it  possible  to  maintain  that  the  system 
of  trial  was  a  good  one :  the  trial  of  the  generals  after  the 
battle  of  ArginusflB  suffices  to  show  that  a  trilmnal  was  required 
which  was  less  directly  exposed  to  gusts  of  passion  than  was  an 
assembly  which,  under  the  influence  of  ungovernable  temper, 
refused  to  be  ruled  even  by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  its 
own  making.     Red  tape  has  its  recommendations. 

Wiien  citizen  armies  had  been  displaced  by  mercenary  troops, 
it  might  be  thought  some  of  the  defects  attaching  to  the  system 
of  the  €vOvva  would  disappear.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  in- 
herent faults  were  developed  still  more  strongly.  Citizens  who 
had  themselves  served  under  arms  had  some,  however  little, 
experience  in  the  matters  which  at  the  ev^vvac  of  the  strategi 
they  might  be  called  to  sit  in  judgment  upon.     Citizens  who 

^  Callistratoa  on  the  other  hand  was  as  disoerning  as  the  Frenchman : 
finding  that  the  tribute  was  intolerable  to  the  allies  under  the  name  of 
^poty  he  called  it  ffdwrafyt,  with  the  happiest  results.  See  Theopompoi 
op.  Harpocr.  «.v.  ffCrra^is, 
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employed  mercenary  troops  had  not  even  that  elementary  quali- 
fication for  the  tribunal  they  filled.  During  the  earlier  period 
there  were  some,  it  might  be  many,  citiaens  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  campaign  under  criticism,  and  who  were  to  some  extent 
eye-witnesses  of  the  facts  which  the  court  had  to  pronounce 
upon.  In  the  time  of  the  mercenaries,  there  was  not  even  this 
guarantee  that  the  facts  of  the  case  would  or  might  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  court.  It  became  necessary  for  a  general  to 
be  supported  by  a  powerful  orator  in  the  ecclesia  if  he  wished 
to  be  not  absolutely  defenceless  against  the  attacks  to  which  an 
unsuccessful  general  was  inevitably  exposed,  and  from  which 
a  successful  officer  was  not  free.  The  number  of  accusations 
seems  to  increase  in  this  period ;  and  we  find  that  the  strategi 
had,  under  the  working  of  this  system,  become  so  utterly  de- 
moralised as  to  endeavour  to  purchase  immunity  at  the  hands 
of  the  people  by  bringing  accusations  against  their  fellow- 
generals.  Punishment  is  even  less  satisfactory  than  payment 
by  results.  We  have  seen  that  the^  strategi  were  pretty  certain 
to  be  called  to  account  for  any  false  step  which  they  might  take, 
whilst  exercising  the  powers  intrusted  to  them.  We  have  now 
to  see  what  amount  of  latitude  and  discretion  the  ecclesia 
allowed  to  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  first  duty  of  a  general  is  to  raise  troops :  at  Athens  it 
was  only  by  a  decree  of  the  people  that  the  citizens  could  be 
called  to  arms,  as  it  was  only  by  a  decree  of  the  people  that 
war  could  be  declared.  It  might  happen  under  very  extraor- 
dinary circumstances  that,  by  a  special  decree  of  the  people, 
the  generals  were  allowed  to  raise  the  amount  of  troops  they 
themselves  thought  necessary  for  their  military  operations,  but 
ordinarily  it  was  the  ecclesia  which  determined  the  number 
or  the  age  of  the  citizens  who  should  be  called  out.  If  all 
citizens  of  a  certain  age  were  called  to  arms  the  strategi  had  no 
choice  as  to  the  quality  of  their  troops ;  if  on  the  other  hand 
the  ecclesia  simply  determined  the  number  of  men  to  be  sum- 
moned, the  sti'ategi  were  allowed  to  choose  those  whom  they 
thought  most  fit  for  service,  and  this  gave  them  an  opportunity 
for  favouritism  and  for  oppression.  Even  greater  powers  of 
annoyance,  if  the  generals  chose  to  use  them  for  the  purpose  of 
annoyance,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  strategi,  when  they 
exercised  the  right  of  nominating  the  four  hundred  citizens 
liable  to  the  burden  of  the  trierarchy.^  The  importance  of  the 
strategi  is  clearly  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  had  the  right  to 

^  Thuc.  ii.  24. 


472  CONSTITUTIONAL    AND    LEGAL   ANTIQUITIKS 

convoke  (through  the  prytaneis)  special  meetings  of  the  ecclesia, 
and  that  their  business  took  precedence  of  other  agenda.     In 
the  dealings  of  Athens  with  other  states  also  the  strategi  filled 
a  position  of  importance :  we  find  them  negotiating  and  con- 
cluding the  capitulation  of  cities,  armistices,  conventions,  &c 
But  here  again  we  find  that  the  people  were  jealous  of  intrust- 
ing power  to  their  servants :   the  ratification  of  matters  of 
foreign  policy  was  reserved  by  the  ecclesia  for  itself.     The 
general  made  his  report  to  the  assembly,  but  the  ecclesia  negoti- 
ates the  alliance  in  question.     Compacts  and  conventions  made 
by  the  strategi  alone  might  be  and  not  unfrequently  were  simply 
disregarded  by   the  ecclesia.     In   the   matter  of  finance    the 
strategi  were  confined  strictly  to  their  own  dejiartment  and  did 
not  exercise  any  control  over  the  general  financial  policy  of  the 
state.     Even  in  their  own  department  they  were  sharply  looked 
after :  the  amount  of  money  to  be  expended  on  a  campaign  was 
voted  by  the  ecclesia,  and  if  during  a  campaign  the  general 
needed  further  supplies  they  had  to  be  separately  voted  by  the 
assembly.     The  levying  of  the  war-tax,  when  voted,  was  con- 
ducted by  the  strategi,  and  the  working  of  the  system  by  which 
vessels  were  provided  for  the  navy  was  also  in  their  hands. 
Further  the  contributions  from  the  allies,  which  after  the  time 
of  Alcibiades  became  the  one  source  from  which  a  general 
could  hope  to  get  pay  for  his  troops,  were  raised  by  the  steat^. 
Here  there  was  scope  for  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  the  generals, 
and  all  the  rigours  of  the  €v$vva  were  necessary.     But  here, 
where  the  €vOvva  might  have  been  invaluable,  it  seems  to  have 
broken  down,  not  from  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Athenians  to  do  justice  on  their  generals  or  to  protect  their 
allies,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  opportunities  for  extortion 
were  various  enough  to  include  many  means  for  evading  the 
law.      The  jurisdiction  of   the  strategi   extended   to  a  large 
number  of  cases— to  such  ofiences  as  refusal  to  serve  when  duly 
summoned,^   desertion   from   the   ranks  ^   or  from  the  fleets' 
absence  without  due  and  sufficient  reason  from  ship-board  at 
the  time  of  an  engagement,^  moving  from  one  rank  to  another 
without  orders  in  time  of  battle,^  desertion  to  the  enemy,^ 
throwing  away  one's  shield,^  and  all  acts  of  cowardice  generally. 
In  all  these  cases,  however,  the  strategi  had  nothing  like  martial 
law  at  their  disposal ;  they  had  to  bring  the  offenders  before  a 
civil  court.     At  the  trial  of  these  offenders,  as  also  in  the  trial 

^  dorpareia,  '  Xiwoarpdriow.  '  Xcroral^tor.  *  dpavftAxt»» 
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of  all  cases  arising  out  of  the  apportionment  by  the  strategi  of 
the  burden  of  the  war-tax  and  the  trierarchy,  the  strategi  did 
indeed  exercise  jurisdiction ;  but  it  was  of  the  same  exceedingly 
limited  nature  as  that  of  the  archons  and  all  other  magistrates 
in  Athens. 

At  the  beginning  of  their  history  the  strategi  seem  to  have 
been  equal  among  themselves  and  to  have  been  each  equally 
competent  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  that  fell  to  the  collegium, 
while  the  presidency  of  the  board  was  enjoyed  by  them  in 
rotation.  After  what  we  have  already  learned  as  to  the  way 
in  which  the  ecclesia  limited  the  discretion  of  the  strategi  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  we  shall  not  be  surprised  to  find 
that,  instead  of  always  leaving  the  strategi  to  divide  their  work 
among  themselves  in  the  way  in  which  they  thought  most  advan- 
tageous, the  people  not  unfrequently  determined,  for  instance, 
when  a  campaign  was  to  be  undertaken,  how  many  and  which 
strategi  should  be  despatched.^  On  such  occasions  the  ecclesia 
might  also  determine  that  one  strategus  should  occupy  a  position 
of  superiority  over  those  of  his  colleagues  who  were  sent  out 
with  him.^  In  time  of  great  danger,  the  assembly  would  make 
one  strategus  superior  to  all  his  colleagues ;  ^  and  whereas,  as 
a  rule,  the  amount  of  power  conceded  to  the  strategi  was  very 
narrow,  the  people  might  extend  the  latitude  within  which  the 
strategus  was  allowed  to  use  his  own  discretion.^  Finally,  u^  %.c^  ^^ 
between  b.o.  3.^4  and  ■^2^,  the  functions  of  the  ten  members  /j.C-  ^^'^ 
of  the  board  were  specialised,  and  a  candidate  was  chosen,  not  •/  ^cr^c^o^, 
to  be  a  strategus  at  large,  but  to  discharge  the  particular  func-  /^,_jji  %iV4i*f 
tions  attaching  to  the  special  post  which  he  was  chosen  to  filL^ 

As  the  strategi  ceased  to  be  mere  commanders  of  the  tribal 
regiments,  the  military  command  of  the  hoplites  of  the  t^i 
tribes  was  transferred  to  the  taxiarchs.  The  command  of  the 
whole  cavalry  of  the  state  was  in  the  hands  of  two  hipparchi ; 
under  the  hipparchi  were  the  ten  phylarchs.  All  these  officials 
were  elected  by  vote — the  taxiarchs  and  phylarchs,  one  from 
each  tribe ;  the  hipparchs  from  the  whole  body  of  citizens. 

The  most  ancient  officials  of  finance  were,  as  the  meaning 
of  their  name  indicates,  the  KcuXaicperai;  their  business  originally, 

»  Thuc  vL  8  ;  vii.  16. 

'  This  is  conveyed  in  such  formulsB  as  vi/JLwrot  et&rSt,  rplrot  a&r6t, 
Cf.  Thuc.  i.  6t  ;  ii.  79 ;  iii.  3,  19  ;  iv.  42. 

'  He  is  called  d^xarot  a&ris. — ^Thuo.  i.  116 ;  ii.  13. 

^  Such  power  (and  not  superiority  to  the  other  strategi)  is  intended  in  the 
word  atroKfArwp,  In  the  Sicilian  expedition — ^Thuo.  vi.  8,  26 — all  those 
generals  were  a&roKpdroptt.    Cf.  also  Thuc.  ii.  65,  and  Xen  Hell.  i.  ir,  2a 

*  See  below,  Book  VIIL,  chapter  ii. 
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in  prehistoric  times,  was  to  cut  or  divide  the  limbs  of  the 
animals  offered  in  sacrifice.^  This  duty  must  be  referred  to  a 
time  when,  as  in  Homer,  the  people  paid  no  money-taxes  of  any 
sort,  but  made  gifts  in  kind  to  their  rulers.  Such  gifts  were 
received  by  the  KutkaKfHTai,  who  also  divided  the  meat  thus 
offered  amongst  the  magistrates  when  they  assembled  in  the 
prytaneum.  When  in  course  of  time  gifts  ceased  to  be  made 
in  kind,  the  KtokoKperai  continued  to  provide  for  the  meals 
given  by  the  state  at  the  prytaneum,  but  did  so  from  the  lines 
inflicted  by  the  magistrates.  They  also  came  to  receive  the 
vavKfXLpiKa,  which  were  levied  for  the  purposes  of  the  fleet,  in 
early  times.  The  oflice  continued  to  exist  in  the  flfth  and 
fourth  centuries  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  dikasts. 
The  board  of  ten  airo5€KTat,  selected  by  lot,  one  from  each  tribe, 
was  instituted  by  Clisthenes,  but  as  instituted  seems  to  have 
been  an  inferior  board,  intrusted  only  with  the  receipt  of  debts 
owing  to  the  state.  In  the  flfth  century  the  principal  financial 
officials  were  the  HellenotanisB,  the  Treasurers  of  the  Goddess 
(Athene),^  and  a  board  constituted  in  B.c.  435,  and  known  as 
the  **  Treasurers  of  the  other  Gods."^  The  Hellenotamiae 
were  primarily  officials  of  the  Athenian  Confederation,  but 
their  funds  were  frequently  employed  for  purely  Athenian 
purposes.  The  Treasurers  of  the  Goddess  were  ten  in  number, 
appointed  by  lot  from  the  class  of  the  Pentacosiomedimni.  The 
"  Treasurers  of  the  other  Goils  *'  were  also  ten  in  number,  and 
appointed  by  lot  Their  treasures,  like  those  of  the  Goddess' 
Treasurers,  were  stored  in  the  building  called  opisthodomos. 

In  B.C.  403  the  A|X)dekta3  seem  to  have  had  their  sphere 
enlarged :  in  tlie  presence  of  the  boiUe  they  received  not  only 
debts  to  the  state,  but  the  tribute,  the  war-taxes,  tolls,  &c.,  and 
from  them  seem  to  have  made  payment  to  the  various  spending 
departments.  At  the  same  time  the  two  boards  of  the  Treasurers 
were  united.  This  arrangement,  however,  was  given  up  subse- 
quently, and  then  again  resumed.  The  importance  of  the 
Apodekt®  was  considerably  diminished  in  the  fourth  centur}' 
,  ,  -1—^^  by  the  appointment  of  a  minister  of  the  Theoric  Fund  ;  *  and  in 
^^ '***  ^ '*^  about  B.C.  320,  when  the  two  boards  of  Treasurers  were  again 
united,  the  ApodektsB  seem  to  have  ceased  to  exist 

^  KiaXaxp^Tcu  from  kOXa  and  Kelpca. 

*  TafjiLai  TTJi  Ocovy  or  in  fiill  rafilat  twj^  UputP  xp^f*^'*'^^  ^^'  'A^^Muas. 
— InBcriptioDS  :  C.  I,  A.  i.  32,  1 17, 140,  188, 273,  299,  324  ;  ii.  2,  17, 61,612, 
642,  643,  652,  653,  667,  730,  733. 

>  raftiai  tuv  &\\<ap  Otwp. — C7.  /.  A,  i.  32,  194-225* 
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The  importance  of  the  minister  of  the  Theoric  Fund  in  the 
fourth  century  was  due  to  the  fact  that  at  this  time  the  surplus 
of  the  public  revenue,  which  in  better  days  had  been  devoted 
to  military  purposes,  was  diverted  to  the  Theoric  Fund  and  to 
the  amusements  of  the  people.  About  b.o.  339,  however,  the 
minister  of  the  Theoric  Fund  ceased  to  exercise  the  influence 
over  the  general  finance  of  the  country  wliich  he  had  wielded 
during  the  time  of  Eubulus  (b.o.  354-339).  The  surplus  of 
the  revenue  was  once  more,  on  the  motion  of  Demosthenes, 
devoted  to  the  defence  of  the  country ;  and  the  control  of  the 
financial  policy  of  the  country  was  in  the  following  year  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  financial  minister,^  who  was  intrusted  with 
a  general  supervision  of  the  public  income  and  expenditure. 
At  first,  probably,  this  was  an  extraordinary  post,  and  not  a 
regular  appointment.  Eventually  (after  the  time  of  the  Ath. 
Pol.,  probably  rc.  306)  this  official  came  to  form  one  of  the 
regular  administrative  officers  of  state  :  he  was  elected  by  vote, 
held  office  for  four  years,  and  was  not  eligible  for  re-election. 
As  the  surplus  of  the  public  revenue  was  devoted  to  military 
purposes,  the  financial  minister  had  necessarily  to  work  in  con- 
junction with  the  Military  Treasurer,^  and  eventually  came 
to  be  subordinate  in  importance  to  him.  Even  during  the 
period  of  his  greatest  power,  he  was  not  allowed  an  entirely 
free  hand :  he  was  checked  by  a  sort  of  controller,^  who  as- 
sisted at  the  receipt  of  money,  and  rendered  an  independent 
account  of  all  moneys  received  to  the  ecclesia  every  prytany. 

Finally,  we  have  to  mention  the  Tr/jaxTopcs,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  recover  the  fines  inflicted  by  the  magistrates,  and  the  iratkriral, 
who  sold  up  people  who  did  not  pay  their  taxes,  state-debtors, 
Metics  who  did  not  pay  their  metoikion ;  they  also  farmed  out 
the  state  mines  and  state  property  generally,  as  well  as  the 
tolls,  and  saw  to  the  execution  of  inscriptions  and  other  public 
work. 

The  extensive  powers  which  the  board  of  the  nine  archons  * 
exercised  before  the  time  of  the  democracy,  when  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state  was  in  the  hands  of  the  archons,  were  gradu- 
ally withdrawn  from  the  board,  as  the  democracy  grew,  and 
the  people  in  the  ecclesia  and  the  law  courts  undertook  to 
govern  itself,  and  itself  to  administer  justice.  This  decline  in  the 
power  of  the  archons  is  connected  with  the  change  in  the  mode 

^  6  iirl  rj  bioucj^ei*  ^  ra/das  rOv  irrpaTuaTiKi^. 

*  dpTiypaif>€u§  TTJs  povX^  or  dirriypa4>€ifs  r^t  diouri^cdw. 
^  On  the  archoDB,  see  Meier  and  Schomann,  ed.  Lipsius,  p.  55  ff.,  and 
Daremberg  and  Saglio,  DieUonnaire  det  Antiqaiti*,  <.v. 
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of  their  appointment  from  election  by  vote  to  selection  by  lot ; 
though,  whether  the  decline  of  the  archontate  was  the  cause 
or  the  result  of  their  election  by  lot,  we  have  not  sufficient 
information  to  say.     It  is,  however,  well  to  note  that,  whereas 
in  the  fourth  century  B.C.,  and  during  the  last  sixty  years  of 
the  tifth  century,  no  politician  of  importance  is  known  to  have 
acted  as  archon,  we  find  that  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the 
fifth  century,  statesmen  such   as  Themistocles  and  Aristides 
did  not  disdain  to  serve  as  archons.     We  are  safe,  therefore, 
in  ascribing  considerable  powers  to  the  archons  as  late  as  the 
commencement  of  the  fifth  century.     After  that  time,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  time  of  the  orators,  their  most  impor- 
tant functions  were  religious  and  judicial :  how  slight  their  real 
power  as  presidents  of  the  law  courts  was  is  apparent  from 
what  we  have  ali*eady  said  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  magistrates 
generally.     As  a  board  the  archons  acted  together  but  rarely  ; 
the  only  case  in  which   the  nine  archons  jointly  and  as  a 
collegium  exercised  jurisdiction  was  that  in  which  they  brought 
before  a  court  those  magistrates  who  had  been  suspended  from 
office  by  the  people  at  the  iwiX'^iporoviaL.     They  further  pre- 
sided jointly  at  the  election  of  the  strategi,  taxiarchs,  hipparchs, 
and  phylarchs,  at  the  selection  by  lot  of  the  6000  dikasts  and 
of  the  ten  athlothetsB,  and  lastly  they  assisted  in  superintend- 
ing the  voting  in  the  ooT/Mucixr/ios.     The  power  of  sentencing  to 
death  those  exiles  who  returned  without  authority  belonged, 
not  to  the  nine  archons,  but  to  the  Thesmothetae. 

The  president  of  the  board  was  the  first  archon,  the  archon 
par  fxcellence,  who  was  known  as  the  eponymos,  because  his 
name  stood  at  the  head  of  the  various  lists  of  names  issued 
during  his  year  of  office,  such  as  the  list  of  young  men  enrolled 
for  the  first  time  as  citizens,  and  as  liable  to  military  service. 
It  fell  to  his  duty  to  act  as  guardian  to  heiresses  and  orphans, 
to  protect  the  fatherless  and  widows,  in  a  word,  to  regulate  . 
family  relations  when  it  was  necessary  ;  for  the  functions  of  the 
archon,  whose  tribunal  was  in  the  Agora,  near  the  Kponyrai, 
were  principally  judicial ;  and  as  rjytfMuv  SiKoarrjpiov  he  exer- 
cised jurisdiction  in  all  cases,  private  and  public,  which  arose 
from  family  matters,  and  which  were  brought  against  a  citizen. 
The  obligations  entailed  by  marriage  or  by  divorce  (airoAet^^ecDs, 
airoire/x^ecDs)  afforded  matter  for  complaints,  such  as  of  cruelty 
(KaKwrttas),  or  with  regard  to  maintenance  (o-iVov),  and,  except 
during  the  existence  of  the  £isagogeis,  to  dowries ;  the  relation 
of  son  to  father  might  give  rise  to  a  complaint  {yov€tav  KOKwriio^) ; 
and  any  member  of  the  family,  by  his  insanity  or  criminal 
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idleness,  might  make  himself  the  object  of  a  complaint  (irapavouxs 
or  dpyias).  In  all  these  cases  the  offender  is  a  member  of  the 
family,  and  the  cases  consequently  come  before  the  archon. 
When,  however,  the  offence,  though  against  the  family,  is  con- 
ceived as  committed  by  a  stranger  to  the  family,  as  in  the  case 
fioiX^ia^,  the  matter  does  not  come  under  the  cognisance  of  the 
archot),  except  when  the  family  has  lost  its  natural  head,  and 
then  orphans,  widows,  wards  are  entitled  to  lay  complaints 
before  the  archon  in  case  of  injury  or  fraud  (icaKwo-ews  ariKk-qptaVy 
op<f>av(oVj  yyipcvovfrCiv  yvvaiK^v  hrirpoinj^y  iiurdwrtiai  olkov). 
From  this  it  naturally  follows  that  the  archon's  competence 
extended  to  all  trials  arising  out  of  matters  connected  with 
the  inheritance  of  property  (cTriSiKoo-^at,  or  A.9}^€4s  kA-jJ/wdv  and 
eiriKkriptav),  This  completes  the  account  of  the  archon's  prin- 
cipal judicial  functions;  there  remain,  however,  instances  in 
which  the  archon  appears  as  exercising  jurisdiction  in  trials, 
such  as  for  peijury  or  violence,  which  have  no  connection  with, 
the  rights  of  the  family.  It  seems  probable  that  if  out  of  a 
trial  about  some  family  matter  there  arose  prosecutions  for 
perjury,  subornation,  violence,  refusal  to  give  evidence,  or  to 
produce  documents  or  property,  or  to  divide  the  property 
(if/evSofiaprrvpuav,  KaKorc^vtwi',  cfovXiys,  knrofuifyrvpioVf  eis 
€fi<fiav(ov  Karaarracriv,  cis  SaTTfrCiv  aiperiv),  these  prosecutions 
were  brought  before  the  archon,  as  being  incidental  to  and  a 
part  of  the  main  trial.  The  analogy — that  of  the  paragraphe 
which  was  tried  before  the  magistrate  under  whose  jurisdiction 
the  case  itself  feU — which  makes  it  probable  that  the  sub- 
ordinate trials  were  brought  before  the  magistrate  who  tried 
the  main  case,  is  scarcely  enough  of  itself  to  warrant  us  in  con-  ^ 

eluding  with  Perrot  (p.  255)  that  the  subordinate  trials  were  f  ^  «   ^ 

allowed  to  block  the  main  case,  and  thus  allowed  to  be  used-^Sz.  ^r^u^^^^ 
for  purposes  of  obstruction,  but  the  circumstances  of  the  case^  /^ffi^^^-^x^  . 
make  the  inference  probable.  As  the  archon  was  permitted 
to  take  cognisance  of  offences  not  strictly  falling  under  his 
jurisdiction,  if  they  were  incidental  to  a  trial  in  which  he  pre 
sided,  so,  although  he  was  not  competent  to  try  ^Mxrtvi  gener- 
ally, yet  those  which  related  to  fraudulent  guardians  or  injured 
wards  came  within  his  sphere.  Further,  the  archon,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ordinary  rule,  exercised  judicial  functions  in  all 
suits  connected  with  his  ritual  duties,  such  as  StaSiKooriat 
XopfTjyiov,  complaints  against  the  choregus  or  against  foreigners 
who  took  part  in  the  Chorus ;  but  although  he  had  the  power 
to  inflict  fines  on  those  who  created  distur^tnces  in  the  festivals 
which  he  superintended,  the  right  of  punishing  offences  against 
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the  sacred  and  religious  character  of  the  festivals  appertained 
not  to  him  but  to  the  Thesmothetie.  Finally,  if  the  archon 
were  competent  to  assure  to  citizens  some  of  their  personal 
rights,  his  jurisdiction  extended  not  to  all  those  rights  but  at 
the  most  to  the  status  libeticUis,  which  for  citizens  was  the 
subject  of  a   Sucq  c^at/xo'Cio^. 

The  archon's  other  duties  were  religious,  and  consisted  in 
the  superintendence  of  the  great  Dionjsia  and  Thargelia,  and 
in  the  organisation  of  the  choruses  for  the  Dionysia,  Tbargelia, 
and  eventually,  though  not  originally,  for  the  Lensea,  as  well 
as  of  the  choruses  sent  to  Delos  and  elsewhere.  He  was  assisted 
in  his  direction  of  the  Dionysia  by  ten  elected  cirifKAi/rai  rrj^ 
wofiinjs  ry  A(ovv(r<^,  and  in  his  other  duties  by  two  jrap^Spoi 
chosen  by  himself.  The  archon  appears  also  to  have  had  the 
management  of  the  calendar. 

The  king-archon,  who  in  antiquity  was  usually  styled  o  PaxrtXm 
simply  and  whose  tribunal  was  situated  in  the  jScuriAcios  aToa,near 
the  temple  of  Zeus  Eleutherios,  was  the  second  of  the  archons. 
Representing  the  same  feeling  as  the  rex  scLcrorum — the  feeling 
that  a  ritual  once  established  must  be  perpetuated—  the  basileus 
inherited  the  religious  functions  of  the  kings,  and  his  juris- 
diction, accordingly,  applies  solely  to  offences  against  religion. 
Thus,  charges  of  impiety  (oo-c^ctas)  and  a  like  nature  came 
before  him,  as  also  did  disputes  (SiaStKao-iai)  between  various 
families  or  members  of  the  same  family  as  to  the  right  to  a 
priesthood,  between  priests,  or  between  priests  and  laymen,  as 
to  prerogatives  or  emoluments  (y€/)a).  Many  offences,  further, 
which  we  regard  as  committed  against  society  were  from  the 
Athenian  point  of  view  offences  against  religion,  and  therefore 
fell  within  the  cognisance  of  the  basileus.  Such,  for  instance, 
were  prosecutions  for  munier  (^vov  kqX  dipvx^v  Sweat),  poison- 
ing (ifMpfmK(av)j  attempted  homicide  (jSovAcurecos),  intentional 
wounding  (r/Dav/Aaros  €k  ir/oovoias),  incendiarism  (trvfMcaias)  and 
a/A^Xoxrctos.  According  to  a  Solonian  law,  revived  during 
Lysander's  siege  of  Athens,  tyrannis  was  an  offence  to  be  tried 
before  the  basileus.  The  other  duties  of  this  archon  were 
religious,  and  consisted  in  the  supervision  of  the  mysteries  at 
£leusis,  the  Lenaea,  Anthesteria,  Arrephoria,  and  athletic  con- 
tests (ay <tiv€^  yvfiviKoi),  At  the  Anthesteria,  his  wife,  the 
pacrtkuTo-a,  or  Pao-ikivva,  represented  the  spouse  of  Dionysua 
His  duties  at  the  mysteries,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  four 
ejTLfi^krjral  twv  /xiKmypwuv,  elected  by  the  people,  two  from 
the  families  of  the  EumolpidsB  and  Kerukes,  and  two  from 
Athenian  citizens  at  large,  would  make  it  necessary  for  him  to 
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be  one  of  the  initiated.  The  election  of  the  Gymnasiarchs  for 
all  festivals  was  in  his  care ;  he  had  the  sacred  places  of  the 
city  under  his  protection,  and  all  trials  arising  out  of  the 
already  mentioned  matters  of  ritual  which  were  under  his 
superintendence,  naturally  came  within  his  hegemony.  The 
basileus,  like  the  archon,  was  supported  in  his  judicial  duties 
by  two  trdpeSpoi,  selected  by  himself.  ,j    CAVcju 

The  third  archon,  whose  tribunal  was  in  the  tivceum,  bore  M^  c^^ 
the  name  of  polemarch.  Originally,  as  his  name  imports,  the  J^'/^o^t^^S^, 
commander-in-chief,  he  in  that  character  represented  the  state 
in  those  relations  to  foreigners  which  in  antiquity  were,  if  not 
the  sole,  at  any  rate  the  most  usual  relations  between  one  state 
and  another ;  and  although  in  course  of  time  he  was  stripped  of 
his  military  functions,  he  retained  the  judicial  functions  which 
as  time  went  on  were  necessitated  by  peaceful  intercourse  with 
strangers,  and  by  the  presence  and  residence  of  foreigners  in 
the  city.  The  character  of  his  judicial  hegemony  is  indicated 
by  Aristotle  in  a  passage  quoted  from  the  Ath.  Pol.  by  Harpo- 
cration  («.t;.,  irok€fjLap)(os)  ocra  rois  woAirats  6  ap^v  ravra  tois 
fUToiKots  6  voktfAapxo^  (sc.  €Mray€i).  As  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
archon  to  protect  a  citizen  who  was  injured  in  his  family  rights 
or  in  his  rights  of  succession,  so  the  polemarch  was  appealed 
to  by  any  foreigner — isoteles  or  proxenos  as  well  as  Metic — 
who  wished  to  establish  at  law  his  claim  to  such  rights  against 
either  a  citizen  or  another  foreigner.  This,  however,  does  not 
exhaust  the  jurisdiction  of  the  polemarch.  A  foreigner  might 
be  a  party  to  many  other  law  proceedings  than  those  in  which 
his  family  or  successoral  rights  were  involved ;  and  although  no 
public  action  was  withdrawn  from  the  proper  court  and  tried 
before  the  polemarch  because  a  foreigner  was  one  of  the  parties 
to  the  action,  yet  in  all  private  cases,  except  those  relating  to 
mines  or  commercial  matters  (3iKa(  /mcraXAiKai,  kp.iropi.Kai)  and 
SiKat  avh  (Tv/AjSoActfv,  the  polemarch  had  jurisdiction  when  a 
foreigner  was  the  defendant.  So,  too,  a  Metic  accused  of  not 
complying  with  the  decision  of  any  magistrate  was  proceeded 
against,  not  before  that  magistrate,  but  before  the  polemarch 
(Kareyyvav,  hwyyvav).  Further,  if  a  Metic  failed  in  any  of  his 
legal  duties  he  was  accused  airpwrrao-iov^  or  if  having  been  a 
slave  he  was  after  his  enfranchisement  charged  with  neglecting 
his  duties  to  his  late  master,  he  was  accused  dirocrroo'iov,  or  if 
he  wished  to  establish  his  freedom  he  instituted  a  Siki;  pXap-qs 
or  an  diftalpecrts  eis  kkevSepiav  before  the  polemarch.  Lastly,  it 
was  before  the  polemarch  that  Proxeni  established  their  right 
to  various  privileges,  private  (cyKn^is)  and  public  (dTeXcMi, 
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7rpo€Spia),  accorded  by  the  state  to  them.  His  other  functions 
were  exercised  in  matters  of  ritual :  he  superintended  the 
sacrifices  in  honour  of  Artemis  Agrotera,  Enyalioe,  Harmodius 
and  Aristogeiton,  and  the  celebration  of  the  cinra^ta  in  honour 
of  those  who  fell  on  the  field  of  battle.  According  to  the 
Scholiast  on  Dem.  in  Tim.  20,  the  polemarch  had  to  look  after 
the  education  of  the  children  of  those  who  had  fallen  in 
war ;  and  from  Lys.  e.  Alcib,  ii.,  §  ^  D.  169,  he  may  for  some 
time  have  retained  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  certain  military 
offence&  Like  the  first  two  archons  he  was  assisted  by  two 
Trdp€Spoi, 

The  evil  consequences  which  might  have  ensued  from  throw- 
ing open  tlie  archonship  to  all  citizens,  and  that  by  lot  and 
not  by  election,  were  met  by  reducing  the  discretionary  powers 
of  the  officer  to  a  minimum,  and  leaving  him  little  but  for- 
malities and  technicalities.  This  residuum,  however,  implied  a 
legal  knowledge  which  might  or  might  not  be  forthcoming  in 
any  particular  archon ;  and  to  meet  the  case  of  its  not  being 
forthcoming,  the  first  three  archons  were  provided  with  as- 
sessors or  vdpeSpoi  to  assist  them.  Each  of  these  three  archons 
was  compelled  to  elect  two  irdp€8poi,  but  was  allowed  to  choose 
for  the  post  those  persons  whom  he  wished,  and  generally 
selected  a  relation  or  friend  on  whom  he  wished  to  confer  a 
favour.  The  irapcSpoi  were  subject  to  the  SoKifuuria  and  €v&vva^ 
and  might  be  dismissed  for  misconduct  before  the  expiry  of 
their  year  of  office.  The  functions  of  the  assessors  are  not 
expressly  stated,  and  probably  were  never  defined,  but  depended 
on  the  amount  of  authority  which  the  archon  chose  to  allow 
them.  In  the  case  of  an  archon  who  was  unequal  to  his  duties 
the  assessors  would  practically  do  the  work ;  in  other  cases  such 
work  would  fall  to  them  as  the  muliplicity  of  the  arehon's 
duties  prevented  him  from  himself  performing.  The  Thes- 
iiiothetsB  had  no  assessors.  They  might  choose  (rvfjLpovXoi  to 
advise  or  assist  them ;  but  these  <rvfxpovkoi  did  not  constitute 
an  apx^  as  did  the  irdpeSpoi,  and  had  in  fact  no  existence  in 
the  eye  of  the  law.  Amongst  the  six  ThesmothetiB  there 
might  be  some  who  were  incompetent,  but  the  majority  were 
probably  equal  to  their  work,  and  consequently  the  need  for 
TrdpeSpoi  would  not  make  itself  felt. 

The  six  remaining  archons  were  called  Thesmothetas,  and 
formed  a  board  {(rvv^Spiov)  whose  tribunal  was  the  ThesmosioiL 
Their  functions  were  purely  collegiate  at  all  times.  The  archons 
in  the  time  of  Solon  were  intrusted  with  almost  complete  juris- 
diction, but  in  the  course  of  political  changes,  fresh  boards  and 

/ 
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officers  came  into  existence,  and  in  their  turn  were  intrusted 
with  jurisdiction.  This  growth  of  new  institutions  possessing 
powers  of  jurisdiction  could  only  proceed  at  the  expense  of  the 
judicial  powers  of  the  archons,  and  especially  of  the  Thes- 
mothetse;  and  as  the  encroachments  on  the  archons'  powers, 
like  the  growth  of  the  encroaching  institutions,  proceeded  on 
no  systematic  scheme,  the  judicial  domain  left  to  the  Thes- 
mothetsB  presents  hut  little  system  or  regularity.  The  principle 
that  the  hegemony  of  the  ThesmothetsB  included  all  proceed- 
ings in  which  the  prosecutor  alleged  the  interests  of  the  state 
to  have  been  injured  (Bancke,  De  Thesmothetia  Atlieniensium, 
Breslau,  1844)  is  indeed  an  internal  principle  of  classification, 
but  is  inadequate,  for  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ThesmothetsB, 
although  it  did  comprehend  the  majority  of  such  cases,  did 
not  embrace  them  all,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  did  include 
some,  though  not  many,  private  cases.  We  must  be  content 
then  with  the  external  classification  that  those  cases  fell  to 
the  ThesmothetsB,  which  were  not  appropriated  to  some  other 
magistracy.  This  mode  of  classification,  at  first  sight  unsatis- 
factory, is  at  least  true,  and  has  the  merit  of  indicating  the 
historical  process  by  which  the  powers  of  the  board  of  Thes- 
mothetsB came  to  be  what  they  were.  Almost  every  form  of 
public  law  proceeding  will  be  found  to  be  represented  in  the 
actions  which  came  before  the  ThesmothetsB.  The  dokimasia 
of  the  orators,  of  the  recipients  of  citizenship,  and  of  the  magis- 
trates, at  least  as  far  as  they  came  before  a  law  court,  were 
introduced  by  the  ThesmothetsB,  while  the  euthynsB  of  the 
strategi,  apagoge,  endeixis,  and  phasis,  were  all  forms  of  trials 
which  came  before  the  ThesmothetsB.  In  probolai,  when  the 
demos  had  decided  against  the  accused,  they  introduced  the 
matter  to  the  court ;  and  they  presided  in  court  when  the  botdS 
or  ecclesia  sent  an  eisangelia  to  court  for  decision.  The  follow- 
ing public  processes  are  expressly  mentioned  as  coming  before 
the  ThesmothetsB : — ypaifMi  dypa<l>ioVy  d3tK(i>9  etpxOijvai  us  fjLOf)(6vy 
jSovXcurcitfs  (in  the  sense  not  of  murder,  or  intent  to  murder, 
but  of  illegsilly  removing  one's  name  from  the  list  of  debtors 
to  the  state),  ScKour/xov,  Scu/xov,  crai/oi^ccDs,  K\(nnj^  (both  KkoTrrj 
Svjfwa'iiDv  ')^fAaT(ov  and  other  ypaif>al  and  SiKai  kAoth/s),  fioi^eiasy 
a^KO<f>avrias,  i*/3pea)s,  \//€v8€yypa<l)irjs,  and  ^^evSoKXiyrcMis.  To 
these  M.  Caillemer,  in  the  Dictionnaire  dea  AntiquiUs  («.v. 
Archontes,  p.  387),  adds,  dypd<fiov  furdXXovj  oSikCov  (Poll  viii. 
88),  cfaywy^s,  and  ir/aoaywycias ;  but  with  the  exception  of 
oSiicibv  which  is  not  mentioned  in  the  passage  he  refers  to,  he 
gives  no  authority  in  support  of  them.     The  following  private 

2  H 
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actions  are  all  that  can  be  ascribed  to  the  hep^emony  of  the 
ThesmothetsB :    8iKai    ifiwopucai,    fjierakkiKal,    airh   frvfjfioXtaVf 
KaKrjyopias,  and  iptvBofmfyrvpiiiiv  (whether  the  perjury  had  been 
committed  before  the  Areopagus  or  in  cases  tried  before  the 
Thesmothetse).      Other    private   cases,   corresponding    to    the 
Roman  obligcUiones  ex  contractu,  came,  not  before  the  Thes- 
mothetaB,  but  before  the  Fon^ftp.     With  reference  to  the  Sucai 
//    /       airh  (rvfi^oktav,  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  an  inscription  of  the 
A  A        -x    rA^®^^^^^8  0^  ^^®  fourth  century  {0.  L  A,  ii.,  n,   11)  shows 
J\u',  n  'ir^'  •^Vthey  were  at  that  time  brought  before  the  polemarch.    Frankel's 

attempt  {Die  Attische  Geschworenengerichtej  p.  41)  to  show 
that  the  Thesmothetss  then  had  jurisdiction  in  such  cases  when 
an  Athenian  was  one  of  the  parties  to  the  suit,  is,  as  Lipeias 
indicates,  a  non  seqiiitur  from  an  incorrect  translation  of  the 
inscription  in  question.  There  remain  to  be  mentioned  certain 
functions  of  greater  interest  and  more  importance  exercised  by 
the  ThesmothetaB.  First  may  be  noticed  that  from  which  they 
took  their  name,  the  revision  of  the  laws.  At  the  first  regular 
ecclesia  of  the  year  the  question  was  considered  whether  new 
laws  were  desirable  or  whether  the  old  would  suffice ;  and  it 
was  the  express  duty  of  the  Thesmothete  on  this  occasion  to 
propose  the  abrogation  of  such  laws  as  on  previous  examination 
they  had  found  to  be  inconsistent  with  other  laws.  If  the  meet- 
ing voted  that  new  laws  were  desirable,  the  Thesmothetss  gave 
such  publicity  as  they  could  to  the  alterations  which  they  pro- 
posed, and  in  the  second  regular  meeting  held  after  the  one 
already  mentioned  under  the  presidency  of  the  Thesmothetae, 
the  question  was  considered  whether  the  adoption  of  these 
changes  was  desirable.  If  the  changes  were  voted  desirable, 
a  court  of  NomothetsB  was  appointed  to  effect  the  changes.  A 
second  case  of  importance  in  which  the  ThesmothetsB  appear  is 
that  of  crvfifioka  (Frankel,  p.  42).  All  proposed  treaties  with 
another  state,  after  they  had  been  discussed  in  the  ecclesia, 
must,  in  order  to  be  concluded,  be  brought  before  a  court  of 
heliasts,  which,  under  the  hegemony  of  the  Thesmothet®,  had 
the  power  of  accepting  or  rejecting  the  proposed  treaty.  Further, 
the  Thesmothetse  managed  the  daily  selection  of  dikasts  by 
lot,  assigned  the  various  magistrates  their  courts,  and  appointed 
days  for  the  hearing  of  the  various  cases.  Fourthly,  the  Thes- 
mothetse  presided  in  the  trials,  Ecvias,  Sciipo^cvias,  and  of  those 
who  were  accused  of  attempting  to  overthrow  the  constitution 
(Karakv(r€<as  rov  &qfu)v).  According  to  M.  Caillemer  {loc.  ciL) 
trials  for  treason  (vpoSoa-ias),  fraudulent  attempts  to  deceive  the 
people  {dirarrjo'efai  rov  ^/aov),  and  falsification  of  the  currency 
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(vo/Aur/xaros  Sia<f>6opas)  came  under  the  hegemony  of  the  Thee- 
mothetiB,  hut  he  does  not  give  his  authorities.  The  power  of 
pronouncing  sentence  of  death  against  those  exiles  who  returned 
without  permission  belongs  not  to  the  nine  archons  but  to 
the  Thesmothet®. 

The  Eleven  ^  were  charged  with  the  unpleasant  duty  of  see- 
ing that  sentences  of  death  were  duly  and  legally  carried  out, 
and  that  torture,  when  ordered,  was  applied  by  the  public  exe- 
cutioner. The  prisons  were  under  their  charge,  consequently 
they  had  to  detain  in  custody  criminals  caught  }7a.7ran^e  delicto^ 
and  to  try  cases  arising  out  of  such  detention. 

The  streets  of  Athens  were  under  the  charge  of  the  oorvvofiot 
to  a  certain  extent.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  aoTwd/iot,  ten  in 
number,  to  see  that  the  streets  were  k^pt  clean,  to  see  that 
persons  walked  about  decently  clad,  and  to  exercise  a  supervi- 
sion over  the  flute  and  lyre  players.  The  markets  were  under 
the  control  of  ten  ayopavo/xoi,  who  maintained  order  therein, 
exacted  the  market  tolls  and  dues,  and  prohibited  fraud. 
Weights  and  measures  were  kept  to  the  just  standard  by  the 
fUTpovofAoi,  As  far  as  bread  was  concerned,  however,  false 
measure  was  checked  by  the  <riTo<j>vkaK€s  (originally  ten  in 
number,  but  afterwards  thirty-five),  who  also  kept  an  account  of 
all  com  imported  into  Athens,  in  order  that  the  state  might 
possess  the  information  necessary  to  control  the  price  of  corn  in 
time  of  need.  The  corn  dealers  were  prevented  from  exacting 
starvation  prices  for  bread,  by  the  appointment  of  a-irtavai  on 
occasion,  who  at  the  cost  of  the  state  sold  com  at  a  low  price 
to  the  poor.  With  a  view  to  staving  off  a  dearth  in  the  supplieis 
of  grain,  there  was  a  board  of  ten  harbour  officials,*  whose 
duty  it  was  to  see  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  every  cargo  of  com 
landed  in  Attica  went  to  Athens.  There  was  also  another  board 
of  harbour  officials,^  in  whose  care  the  war-ships  were  placed. 
The  designs  for  war-ships  were  made  under  the  supervision  of 
one  board,  the  building  was  supervise*!  by  another.  The  roads 
were  maintained  by  five  oSowoiol ;  temples  kept  in  repair  by  a 
special  board  of  ten.  The  water-supply  of  the  city — by  means 
of  springs  and  underground  conduits— was  in  the  care  of  a  special 
official  elected  by  vote  for  a  term  of  four  years.  Under  the 
he€ul  of  magistrates  appointed  to  execute  definite  commissions 
we  need  do  no  more  than  mention  the  superintendents  of  the 


^  Officially  ol  Mexa^  popularly  irifUXiiTal  tQv  KaxodpyioVf  erronieoaBly 
'  iwifiekfpral  ifiwoplou.  *  iwtfUkiiTal  tQv  v^iapU», 
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various  public  works  undertaken  from  time  to  time,^  special 
legal  commissioners,  such  as  the  (qrqrai^  who  investigated  the 
celebrated  mutilation  of  the  herms;  financial  commissionerB, 
such  as  the  iropurrai  and  c^crourrai. 


CHAPTER  IX 

ATHENS  (co7itinued) 

THE  BOULfi  AND  THB  ARE0PA0U8 

The  Council  of  the  Fite  Hundred,  created  by  Clisthenes,  may  be 
regarded  as  a  committee  of  the  ecclesia,  elected  annually  and  by 
lot  from  amongst  those  citizens  in  full  possession  of  their  civic 
rights,  who,  not  having  previously  served  more  than  once,  were 
nominated  by  their  demes  for  the  post  All  members  of  the 
boulS  '  were  members  of  the  ecclesia,  and  there  was  no  qualifica- 
tion of  property  or  birth  to  exclude  any  member  of  the  ecclesia 
from  becopiing  a  member  of  the  botdS;  the  only  restriction 
was  that  candidates  must  be  thirty  years  of  age  at  least.  Fifty 
members  were  chosen  from  each  tribe,  and  consequently,  when 
the  number  of  the  tribes  was  increased  to  twelve,  the  number 
of  the  bcnUS  was  raised  to  600,  and  at  the  same  time  fifty 
other  names  were  selected  by  lot  from  each  tribe,  in  oider 
that  substitutes  might  be  forthcoming,  if  the  first  man  was 
rejected  at  the  dokimasia  or  vacated  office  prematurely.  Every 
member  was  subjected  to  a  dokimasia  before  entering  office  by 
the  retiring  boulSj  but  probably  not  to  a  euthyna  on  quitting 
office.  BouleutBB  were  exempt  from  military  service  during 
their  year  of  office,  received  pay  to  the  amount  of  a  drachma 
a  day  (or,  according  to  the  Athenian  Constitution^  five  obols), 
had  a  place  of  honour  in  the  theatre,  wore  a  chaplet  as  a  mark 
of  office,  and  might  collectively  receive  a  crown  from  the  people 
in  testimony  that  they  had  discharged  their  senatorial  duties 
satisfactorily. 

If  there  was  much  business  which  the  ecclesia  by  its  size  was 

'  On  the  bauU,  see  Daremberg  et  Saglio,2H'cttonnafr«,  «.v.;  Busolt,  Gritdu 
AUert  164-169 ;  J.  W.  Headlam,  The  Lot;  Inscriptions:  C,  I,  A,  L  32, 
52,  57,  59,  64,  Zoi  ;  ii.   17,  40,  44,  49,  51,  52,  54,  57,  59,  61,  64,  66,  109, 

114,  121,  124,  190-93,  222,  226-230,  299,  329,  375,  417,  459,  809,  811  ;  IT. 

22,  27,  94. 
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disqualified  from  doing,  and  which  it  therefore  delegated  to  its 
grand  committee,  the  })ouU  itself  was  also  much  too  large  a 
body  to  prepare  its  own  business.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
for  the  houle  to  appoint  a  committee  of  its  members  to  sit 
from  day  to  day,  to  perform  current  business,  and  to  pre- 
pare the  business  of  the  full  meeting  of  the  houlS,  These 
committee-men  were  called  prytaneis,  and  the  fifty  members 
of  each  tribe  served  as  prytaneis  for  a  tenth  part  of  the 
year  (which  period  was  called  a  prytaneia),  in  an  order  fixed 
by  lot  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  convocation  of  the 
bouli  and  of  the  ecclesia  lay  with  the  prytaneis,  who  also 
prepared  the  agenda  paper. ^  The  chairman  of  the  prytaneis 
or  cirioTa-n/s  was  chosen  by  lot  every  day  from  amongst  the 
prytaneis,  in  the  fifth  century  b.o  ,  and  was  not  eligible  for  re- 
election. The  epistat^  was  president  of  the  ecclesia  as  well  as 
of  the  Ixndi, 

In  the  fourth  century  it  apparently  became  necessary  for  the 
prytaneis  to  delegate  some  of  their  dutie&  Their  epistat^ 
therefore,  as  often  as  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  honU  or 
ecclesia,  would  appoint  by  lot,  from  among  the  bouleutsB 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  tribe  serving  as  prytaneis,  nine 
proedri ;  and  one  of  these  nine  was  appointed  by  lot  to  be  the 
epistatSs  of  the  proedri.  To  these  proedri  and  their  epistat^s 
were  delegated  all  those  duties  which  it  had  been  the  business 
of  the  prytaneis  to  perform  at  a  meeting  of  the  ecclesia  or 
houli  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  proedri  acted  as  chairmen.  It  was 
their  duty  to  announce  what  was  the  question  laid  before  the 
meeting  for  discussion,  to  see  that  order  was  maintained,  to  ascer- 
tain the  results  of  a  division,  to  dissolve  the  meeting,  and 
generally  to  regulate  its  proceedings.  The  prytaneis,  on  the 
other  hand,  under  their  epistates,  did  all  the  work  which  lay 
outside  of  and  was  preliminary  to  the  actual  meeting :  they 
sat  '*  in  permanence "  in  the  Tholos,  and  convened  the  meet- 
ings ;  they  drew  up  the  agenda  for  the  ecclesia  and  hcyul^  ;  and 
to  them  heralds,  envoys,  and  the  bearers  of  despatches  pre- 
sented themselves. 

The  most  important  official  of  the  hovU  was  the  clerk,^  a 
member  of  the  council,  who  in  the  fifth  century  b.c.  was  elected 
from  among  those  bouleuUe  not  serving  at  the  time  as  prytaneis, 
and  was  changed  every  prytaneia.  He  had  charge  of  the  state 
archives,  which  were  kept  in  the  Metr6on ;  his  signature  was 

'  ypaf^uLTc^  r^f  ^ovX^f,  or  in  full,  6  icard  irpureLweUw  7.  t.  /3. 
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neceasary  to  make  a  decree  of  the  people  fonnally  complete ; 
he  read  out  the  documents  which  had  to  be  produced  before 
the  ecclesia.  Towards  the  end  of  the  first  haJf  of  the  fourth 
century,  the  office  of  clerk  to  the  bouli  became  annual,  and 
another  clerk,  the  clerk  of  the  law,^  chosen  from  the  prytaneis, 
relieved  the  clerk  to  the  boiUS  of  some  of  his  duties.  There 
was  also  a  third  clerk,  whose  sole  duty  was  to  read  docu- 
ments to  the  boulS,  He  may  i)erhap6  be  the  ''clerk  of  the 
city"  mentioned  in  Thucydides  (vii.  lo),  and  the  "clerk  to 
the  boiUS  and  demos"'  mentioned  in  inscriptions.  The 
clerks  had  an  assistant,  and  the  officials  of  the  botdS  included 
treasurers  to  the  houli  (C  /.  A,  ii.  6i),  who  were  themselves 
bouleutaa. 

The  boulS  assembled  daily,  except  on  feast  days  and  unlucky 
days,  at  the  summons  of  the  prytaneis.  The  meetings  were 
held  usually  in  the  Boiileuterion,  though  on  occasion  elsewhere, 
and  were  ordinarily  open,  the  public  being  separated  from  the 
bouleut»  by  a  barrier  only.  Wlien  secret  deliberation  was 
necessiiry,  "  strangers  "  were  made  to  withdraw.  Apparently  it 
was  competent  for  any  member  to  "spy  strangers."  Distinct 
from  the  liberty,  allowed  as  a  rule  to  all  and  sundry,  of  listening 
to  debates  in  the  botdS,  was  the  power  to  communicate  with 
the  council.  This  privilege  might  he  decreed  by  the  people, 
otherwise  a  non-member  of  Senate  had  to  be  introduced  to  "  the 
bar  of  the  house  "  by  a  bouleutes.  The  proceedings  of  the 
bouIS  commenced  with  prayers.  The  members  did  not  sit  in 
political  or  party  groups,  but  from  B.c.  410  onwards,  according 
Vfl  £  JW  /^  tribes,  the  prytaneis,  and  subsequently  the  pare4ri.  having  a 
special  place  near  the  tribune  from  which  members  addre.*^sed 
the  housa  The  methoil  of  conducting  debates  was  probably 
the  same  as  in  the  ecclesia. 

The  area  of  the  l)oide^8  business  was  wider  than  that  of  the 
ecclesia,  for  whereas  all  the  business  of  the  latter  body  had  to 
pass  through  the  hands  of  the  bouleutie,  and  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  resolution  on  the  part  of  the  houle^  before  it  could 
come  to  the  ecclesia,  some  of  the  decrees  of  the  ecclesia  were 
committed  for  execution  to  the  houU^  and  occasionally,  though 
rarely,  the  ecclesia  handed  a  matter  of  importance  over  to  the 
houli  to  be  settled  finally  by  it,  and  without  further  reference 
to  the  ecclesia.^    Ambassadors  from  foreign  states  approached 

*  Ar.  Ath.  Pol.  54. 

'  7paMMarei>t  Tjjt  povKiji  Kal  rod  Jij/iov,  or  simply  ypafifiatt^  roC  Si^uw. 
'  The  bouli  IB  in  such  cases  and  for  such  matters  then  called  a^cKpdntp 
and  KJ&piot. 
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the  ecclesia  through  the  houlS ;  officials  made  their  reports  or 
applications  to  the  bouli,  and  might  be  summoned  to  appear 
before  the  botdS,  The  limits  within  which  the  council  was 
free  to  act  independently,  and  without  the  subsequent  sanction 
of  the  ecclesia,  were  strictly  defined  by  law,  and  included  only 
detail  work,  not  the  laying  down  of  a  policy.  It  is  in  this 
sense  that  the  finances  of  the  country  were  intrusted  to  the 
bovii.  Its  supervision  over  this  department  only  extended  to 
such  formalities  as  sitting  whilst  payments  were  made  into  the 
treasury,  or  whilst  the  treasures  of  the  goddess  and  the  other 
gods  were  formally  handed  over  by  one  board  of  treasurers  to 
their  successors,  or  to  such  comparatively  trivial  business  as 
causing  debts  to  the  state  to  be  got  in.  Its  control  was  con- 
fined to  such  subordinate  though  still  important  work,  as 
determining  the  rates  at  which  the  taxes  should  be  farmed 
out,  or  public  work  undertaken  by  contractors.  It  is  some- 
times said  that  the  botdi  managed  the  high  financial  policy  of 
the  state,  taking  counsel  on  the  ways  and  means  by  which  the 
annual  expenditure  of  the  country  was  to  be  provided  for,  and 
fixing  the  amount  of  the  tribute  to  be  paid  by  the  allies  ;  but 
the  former  statement  (based  on  a  vague  expression  in  the 
Pseudo-Xenophontean  Athenian  ConatUuiion)  is  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  the  facts  as  known  to  us ;  and  the  latter  is  only 
a  half-truth,  for  though  the  amount  was  fixed  by  the  houU^  it 
had  to  be  ratified  by  the  demos. 

The  hotde  also  was  responsible  for  the  execution  of  much  of 
the  work  done  in  a  modem  state  by  the  War  Office,  and  the 
Admiralty,  and  a  Board  of  Works.  It  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  causing  the  necessary  number  of  new  war-ships  to  be 
laid  down  and  constructed  every  year,  and  with  the  mainten- 
nnce  of  the  naval  arsenals  in  an  effective  condition.  It  was 
also  responsible  for  the  mobilisation  of  the  fieet  in  time  of  war. 
The  cavalry  were  at  all  times  under  its  especial  care,  as  were 
also  the  public  buildings  and  temples. 

Finally,  we  have  to  mention  the  judicial  power  of  the  hmlS, 
For  the  enforcement  of  obedience  to  its  order,  it  had  the  power 
of  inflicting  fines  not  exceeding  five  hundred  drachms  in  amount. 
If  the  offence  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  InmlS,  one  which  would 
not  be  adequately  punished  by  this  penalty,  the  case  was  remitted, 
usually  to  the  Thesmothetse,  who  brought  it  before  a  law  court 
The  legal  powers  of  the  hovJS,  however,  could  be  set  in  action 
not  only  by  a  member  of  the  council  itself,  but  by  any  citizen 
qualified  to  bring  public  accusations,  who  laid  an  information 
before  the  houlL    The  technical  name  for  this  information  was 
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curayycXia,!  and  from  the  time  of  £uclide8,  probably  the  charges 
which  might  be  made  the  subject  of  an  information  were  classed 
by  law  under  the  three  heads  of  revolutionary  designs,  treason, 
and  corrupt  public  speaking.     Before  the  time  of   Euclides, 
however,  the  law   was  probably  less   definite,    and   included 
generally  and  vaguely  all  misdeeds  not  specially  provided  against 
in  the  laws  of  the  land.*     Even  after  the  closer  definition  of 
the  law  as  it  existed  in  the  fourth  century,  there  was  scarcely 
an  offence  of  any  kind  which  the  ingenuity  of  accusers  was  not 
capable  of  twisting  into  a  treasonable  action  within  the  meaning 
of  the  law.     As  regards  the  mode  of  procedure  adopted  by  the 
bouliy  the  accuser  had  to  lay  his  information  in  writing  before 
the  prytaneis  or  proedri.     If  the  boulS  thought  the  charge  one 
that  called  for  investigation,  it  proceeded  to  fix  a  day  for  exa- 
mining the  matter  further.      If  on  further  examination,  and 
after  hearing  both  parties,  the  boulS  acquitted  the  accused,  the 
matter  dropped  there;   otherwise  the  bottle  on  a   subsequent 
day   deliberated   whether   the    offence   would   be    adequately 
punished   by   the  infliction   of   the    fine   not  exceeding  five 
hundred  drachmae  which  it  was  in  the  power  of   the  JjouiS 
to  exact     If  the  offence  were  too  serious  to  be  met  by  that 
penalty,  the  case,  sometimes  with  a  note  of  the  penalty  which 
the  bouli  thought  ought  to  be  exacted,  was  handed  over  to 
the  ThesmothetfiB  to  be  brought  before  a  heliastic  court,  where 
it  was  dealt  with  according  to  the  ordinary  procedure  of  the 
law  courts. 

A  conflict  or  deadlock  between  the  two  chambers,  the  baule 
and  the  ecclesia,  could  hardly  occur  ;  the  bouU  was  but  a  com- 
mittee of  the  ecclesia  in  effect,  and  only  transacted  such  business 
as  was  delegated  to  it,  and  only  with  the  powers  usually  intrusted 
to  a  committee.  In  all  the  business  of  the  ecclesia  the  baulS 
had  indeed  the  initiative,  but  the  ecclesia  had  the  sole  power 
of  decision.  A  matter  once  settled  by  the  ecclesia  was  not 
remitted  to  the  houlS  for  confirmation.  It  is  to  be  remembered, 
however,  that  though  the  bonle  as  a  body  ceased  to  have  any 
voice  in  the  fate  of  the  proposal  which  they  sent  down  to  tlie 
ecclesia,  yet  the  bouleutce  were  all  members  of  the  ecclesia  and 
as  such  had  the  right  of  supporting  the  resolution  of  the  council 
with  all  the  influence  and  oratorical  power  they  possessed.     On 

^  On  the  c^o-ayyeX/a,  see  Hager,  Quoitionum  Hyperidearum^  Leipzig, 
1870,  and  Journal  of  PKUdogy,  iv.  (1872)  p.  74  ff.  The  pseudo-Dem. 
speech  against  Euergus  and  Mnesibulua  deals  with  an  elanyy^Kla, 

'  icard  KaufCiv  Koi  lypd^w  ddiKTifidnaK  The  houU  was  also  oompetent  in 
the  matter  of  the  a^pagogi,  endeixU,  phoHs,  and  /ui^rvirct. 
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the  oiher  hand,  the  bouli  as  a  body  could  only  pass  resolutions, 
which  resolutions  it  was  for  the  ecclesia  and  the  ecclesia  alone 
to  ratify  or  reject.  The  ecclesia  as  a  body  did  not  submit  to 
any  very  material  limitation  of  its  powers  in  parting  with  the 
right  of  initiative.  True  it  is  that  nothing  could  come  before 
the  ecclesia  but  through  the  boidS ;  and  it  might  be  imagined 
that  the  boulS  could  strangle  at  birth  any  proposal  which  it 
thought  unfit  to  be  brought  before  the  people,  that  it  was  in  a 
position  absolutely  to  block  a  piece  of  proposed  legislation  by 
simply  refusing  to  make  any  proposition  with  regard  to  it  to 
the  people ;  but  in  point  of  fact  the  boulS  exercised  no  more 
influence  on  legislation  than  the  archons  exercised  on  the  cases 
which  they  prepared  for  the  dicasteria.  Just  as  the  archon 
was  bound  to  bring  before  the  law  courts  any  case  which  was 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  forms  of  law,  so  the  boule 
had  no  power  of  discretion,  but  was  bound  to  enter  on  the 
agenda  of  the  ecclesia  any  proposal  which  any  one  sent  in  to  it 
for  that  purpose,  provided  the  resolution  was  correct  in  form. 
Doubtless  even  in  these  limited  powers  there  was  latent  a  possi- 
bility of  obstructing  the  action  of  the  ecclesia,  and  if  the 
boule  had  wished  it  could  have  used  them.  But  the  boulS  did 
not  wish  to  use  them.  On  the  contrary  the  botUS  was  regarded 
as  the  bulwark  of  the  democracy ;  it  enjoyed  the  flattering  but 
inconvenient  privilege  of  being  the  first  object  of  all  attacks 
made  by  the  oligarchical  and  revolutionary  party  on  the  demo- 
cracy, and  the  honour  of  being  the  first  institution  to  be  restored 
by  the  people  when  the  democracy  once  more  gained  the  upper 
hand.  We  must,  however,  be  on  our  guard  against  attributing 
to  the  mere  forms  of  the  constitution  what  really  belongs  to  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  worked.  If  the  two  chambers  worked 
harmoniously,  it  was  because  the  boiUS  was  in  efl'ect  but  a  com- 
mittee of  the  ecclesia.  If  no  jealousy  of  the  bonlS  was  felt  by 
the  people,  it  was  because  the  bouli  was  built  neither  on 
property,  privilege,  nor  birth.  If  the  democracy  was  proud  of 
its  botUSf  it  was  because  every  member  of  the  democracy  was 
eligible,  and  many  were  eager  for  the  honour  of  entering  it. 
Nor  must  we  forget  to  credit  the  principle  of  selecting  the 
bouleutffi  by  lot  with  the  advantages  it  procured  for  the  consti- 
tution. If  it  was  somewhat  dangerous  to  throw  open  what  at 
the  time  was  the  most  powerful  body  in  the  constitution  to 
citizens  taken  at  random,  at  any  rate,  the  annual  employment 
of  the  lot  prevented  any  one  party  from  enjoying  or  at  least 
from  counting  on  the  exclusive  control  of  the  boule  for  more 
than  a  year. 
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Like  the  Roman  Senate,  the  Council  of  the  Areopc^us^ 
consisted  of  ex-oificials.  Consisting  of  well-bom  and  weidthy 
citizens  who  had  served  as  archons,  this  council  possessed  a 
practical  ])ower  in  early  days  which  was  not  strictly  defined  in 
theory,  and  was,  owing  partly  to  this  want  of  definition  and 
partly  to  the  individual  influence  of  its  members,  very  exten- 
sive. According  to  the  At/tenian  ConstittUion^  in  Uie  time 
before  Solon  the  Areopagus  actually  appointed  the  archons  and 
the  other  magistrates.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the 
council  in  early  times  should  have  had  also  the  power  of 
hearing  and  deciding  on  complaints  against  the  magistrates, 
or  that  it  should  have  undertaken  to  decide,  on  appeal,  whether 
the  laws  had  been  violated.  In  those  days  and  with  the  powers 
ju.<t  described,  the  Areopagus  was  in  a  very  intelligible  sense 
the  guardian  of  the  laws  and  the  constitution. 

According  to  the  Athenian  Ckmetitution^  the  first  encroach- 
ment on  the  powers  of  the  Areopagus  was  made  by  Draco,  who 
transferred  the  election  of  archons  from  it  to  those  citizens 
who  were  qualified  to  serve  the  state  as  hoplites;  but  in  all 
probability  the  first  and  more  serious  blows  dealt  against  this  in- 
stitution proceeded  from  the  hand  of  Solon.  He  took  from  it 
the  right  of  electing  the  archons ;  and  though  he  left  nominally 
untouched  the  council's  vague  power  of  '*  superintending  the 
laws/'  by  instituting  an  appeal  to  the  law  courts,  he  must  have 
withdrawn  a  very  considerable  number  of  matters  from  the 
superintendency  of  the  Areopagus.  Still  it  retained  power  to 
inHict  fines  and  imprisonment ;  and,  above  all,  charges  of  con- 
spiracy against  the  state  were  reserved  by  Solon  for  its  judg- 
ment. From  the  time  of  Solon  the  reputation  and  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Areopagus  declined.  So  far  from  being  able  to  call 
the  archons  and  other  magistrates  to  account,  the  Areopagus 
itself  was  made  by  Solon  accountable  to  the  law  courts,  or 
dicasteria,  that  is  to  the  dicasts,  who  were  ordinary  citizens ; 
and  the  members  of  the  Areopagus  (which  still  consisted  of 
ex-archons)  were  elected  no  longer  by  co-optation  but  by  the 
people.  Still,  as  long  as  the  archons  were  officially  the  greatest 
magistrates  of  the  state,  and  were  individually  men  of  wealth 
and  good  birth,  this  council  of  ex-archons  was  capable  of 
dominating  the  constitution.  From  the  time  of  Solon  to  the 
battle  of  Salamis,  however,  the  Areopagus  did  not  discover  its 


^  On  the  Areopagus,  see  Daremberg  et  Saglio,  «.v.  ;  Philippi,  Artopag, 
und  Epheten.  Its  title  is  ij  i^  *Af>elov  wdyov  jSovXi^  or  ^  ip  'Ap€Ufi  rdy^fi  ^\i; 
that  of  the  Five  Hundred,  i^  pw\^  oi  wtmKdaiot,  or  simply  i  /Soi/X^. 
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latent  power.  But  just  before  the  battle  of  Salamis,  when  the 
generals  despaired  of  the  state  and  gave  the  word  for  a  sauve  qui 
pent,  the  members  of  the  Areopagus  provided,  out  of  their 
personal  means,  the  funds  necessary  to  hold  the  fleet  together. 
Owing  to  their  action  the  battle  of  Salamis  was  fought  and 
Greece  was  saved.  The  moral  influence  thus  gained  by  the 
Areopagus  was  such  that  for  some  time  the  council  dominated 
the  constitution  and  practically  governed  Athens. 

As  a  factor  in  practical  politics  the  Areopagus  is  usually 
said  to  have  been  cancelled  by  Ephialtes  and  Pericles.  What 
is  undoubted  is  that  after  the  time  of  the  latter  the  Areopagus 
had  no  political  power.  It  is  also  certain  that  in  the  time  of 
Ephialtes  and  Pericles  the  Areopagus  was  deprived,  in  form,  at 
any  rate,  of  certain  functions ;  but  what  those  functions  were 
is  uncertain.  The  political  influence  of  the  Ai'eopagus  after 
the  battle  of  Salamis  Wiis  due  to  the  character  and  position  of 
its  individual  members.  But  the  character  and  social  status  of 
the  Areopagites  must  have  declined,  wlien  the  arclions,  from 
whom  the  council  was  recruited,  were  no  longer  drawn  exclu- 
sively from  the  wealthiest  class  of  the  community.  Again,  when 
the  archontate  was  thrown  open  to  all  citizens,  all  the  duties 
of  the  office  requiring  statesmanship  were  withdrawn  from  the 
archons.  Thus,  by  the  time  of  Ephialtes  and  Pericles,  the 
Areopagus  no  longer  consisted  of  statesmen  of  commanding 
personal  qualities  and  social  status,  and  therefore  probably  no 
longer  enjoyed  the  moral  influence  which  it  worthily  exercised 
at  and  after  Salamis.  Probably  also,  having  lost  that  power, 
it  clung  all  the  more  desperately  to  those  powers  which,  if  they 
were  to  be  taken  away  from  it,  could  be  annulled  only  by  some 
constitutional  change,  and  not  merely  by  the  withdrawal  of 
public  confidence.  The  chief  of  those  powers  we  may  imagine 
to  have  been  "the  guardianship  of  the  laws."  What  this 
guardianship  was  may  perhaps  be  inferred  from  the  duties  of 
the  "  guardians  of  the  laws  "  (vo/Mx^vXaKes),  to  whom,  it  seems 
reasonable  to  suppose,  the  guardianship,  previously  performed 
by  the  Areopagus,  was  now  transferred.  The  guardians  had  to 
defend  the  existing  laws  and  to  see  that  new  legislation  was  in 
harmony  and  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  country. 
This  duty  it  is  that  may  have  been  taken  away  from  the 
Areopagus,  owing  to  the  action  of  Ephialtes,  Pericles,  and 
(according  to  the  improbable  story  in  the  Athenian  (Jonstitviion) 
of  Themistocles. 

In  the  end,  the  only  power  remaining  to  the  Areopagus  was 
precisely  that  which,  in  the  Eumenides,  iEschylus  besought 
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the  people  of  Athens  to  leave  to  the  Areopagus,  the  power  of 
trying  cases  of  wilful  homicide,  poisoning,  and  arson  (as  involv- 
ing the  wilful  taking  of  human  life) ;  and  this  is  the  power 
which,  on  one  view,  was  the  oldest  function  of  the  Areopagus, 
and  the  pre-historic  germ  out  of  which  all  its  later  powers 
grew. 


CHAPTER  X 

ATHENS    {continued) 

THE   ECCLBSIA 

^,  iA,  Yf  fj\  ,    The  ecclesia,^  or  popular  assembly  of  Athens,  was  composed  in 

/  's/j  IP  theory  of  all  the  legitimate  Athenian  citizens  who  had  attained 

^  3  ^  ^  >         the  age  required  by  law,  and  had  not  been  disfranchised.    The  age 

required  by  law  was  eighteen  years,  but  in  practice  the  young 
citizen  was  detained  on  military  duty  amongst  the  ephebi  for 
two  years,  and  therefore  could  not  exercise  his  right  to  attend 
the  assembly  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  A  citizen 
might  be  disfranchised,  in  the  sense  of  being  prohibited  from 
attending  the  ecclesia,  as  a  penalty  for  not  having  paid  his 
debts  to  the  state,  for  striking  or  insulting  an  archon,  for  deser- 
tion from  the  army,  for  immorality,  and  other  offences.  In 
practice,  the  assembly  was  composed  of  the  town  population, 
inasmuch  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  demes  could  not 
afford  frequent  journeys  to  Athens,  and  as  it  was  only  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions  that  notice  of  meetings  was  sent  round  the 
country.  The  size  of  an  ordinary  meeting  was  less  than  6000 
citizens,  as  that  was  the  number  prescribed  by  law  as  necessary 
only  for  certain  extraordinary  business. 

To  exclude  unqualified  persons  from  the  meetings  was  the 
duty  of  six  officials  called  lexiarchi,  and  a  board  of  thirty 
members  of  the  botUS.  The  former  board  had  in  its  hands  the 
register  of  citizens  qualified  to  attend  the  ecclesia,  framed 
from  the  deme  registers.  When  the  lexiarchi  had  satisfied 
themselves  as  to  the  identity  of  the  citizen  who  presented  him- 
self for  admission  to  the  ecclesia,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  thirty 
bouleutaB  to  give  him  a  ticket,  which  enabled  him  subsequently 
to  obtain  the  pay  which  the  state  gave  to  a  certain  limited 

1  On  the  ecclesia,  nee  Schomann,  De  OomUiis  Athmien$ium  (18 19); 
Thumser's  ed.  of  Hermann,  pp.  504  ff.,  and  the  *A.6,  roX. 
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number  of  citizen^  fblr  Ititt^ndance  at  a  meeting  of  the  ecclesia. 
It  was  also  th^  business  of  the  lexiarchi,  not  only  to  exclude 
the  unqualified,  but  to  whip  in  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified 
citizens  to  the  meeting.  Having  closed  all  the  streets  leading 
to  and  from  the  market,  except  that  which  conducted  to  the 
place  of  assembly,  with  the  aid  of  the  ai'chers  in  the  paid 
service  of  the  state,  they  drew  a  rope  across  the  market-place, 
and  swept  into  the  assembly  all  the  loungers  thus  netted  in 
the  market,  and  then  they  fenced  in  the  meeting  with  wicker 
fences. 

In  the  fifth  and  fourth  centuries  the  ordinary  place  of 
assembly  was  the  Pnyx  (the  situation  of  which  is  still  a  matter 
of  dispute),  while  for  pur(M>ses  of  ostracism,  and  perhaps  for  all 
similar  business  (i.e.,  privtlegia),  the  agora  was  used.  In  later 
times  the  Pnyx  continued  to  be  used  for  elections,  but  the 
custom  grew  of  meeting  for  other  business  in  the  theatre. 
Meetings  were  held  in  the  Peirseus  when  naval  matters  were 
under  discussion.  ^ 

The  meetings  of  the  ecclesia  may  be  divided  into  ordinary 
and  extraordinary.  The  latter  were  of  course  irregular,  and 
were  summoned  only  in  emergency.  Of  ordinary  meetings, 
four  were  held  in  each  prytaneia  in  the  fourth  century.  In 
earlier  time^  it  is  probable  that  only  one  meeting  was  held  in 
each  prytaneia.  The  increase  in  number  is  doubtless  due  in 
part  to  the  growing  amount  of  work  that  had  to  be  done ;  but 
it  is  also  undoubtedly  due  in  part  to  the  growing  desire  of 
the  ecclesia  to  manage  by  itself  all  the  business  of  the  state: 
every  duty  and  every  piece  of  power  which  "democratic 
jealousy  "  withdrew  from  the  officers  of  state  had  to  be  taken 
up  by  the  ecclesia.  Of  the  four  ordinary  meetings  held  in  each 
prytaneia,  one,  the  "  sovereign  "  assembly,  was  specially  devoted 
to  necessary  business,  such  as  the  consideration  of  the  food 
supply  and  the  safety  of  the  country,  to  a  statement  of  confis- 
cations and  vacant  inheritances,  to  routine  business,  such  as 
taking  votes  on  the  official  conduct  of  the  magistrates,  and  to  the 
introduction  of  impeachments  (ewrayyeXtat)  before  the  people.  ^ 
At  another  meeting  in  the  prytaneia,  the  first  place  on  the  list 
of  business  was  reserved  for  petitions,  e,g.,  the  introduction  of 
proposals  to  rehabilitate  disfranchised  citizens,  and  to  remit 

^  Dem.  De  Falaa  Leg,  p.  359. 

'  In  the  sixth  prytftny  of  the  year,  some  extra  basiness  was  taken  at 
this,  the  sovereign  {^  Kvpta),  eoclesia,  viz. ,  a  vote  whether  there  was  any 
need  to  apply  the  ostracism ;  complaints  against  professional  accusers  ;  and 
against  those  who  had  failed  to  redeem  engagements  made  to  the  people. 


494  CONSTITUTIONAL   AND    LBGAL   ANTIQUITIES 

debts  to  the  state.  At  the  other  two  meetings,  questions  (not 
more  than  three)  touching  foreign  policy,  the  same  number  of 
questions  of  ritual,  and  not  more  than  three  secular  subjects 
might  be  discussed.  Of  course,  at  any  of  the  four  meetings, 
when  the  fixed  programme  had  been  disposed  of,  other  business 
might  be  introduced. 

Although  four  ordinary  meetings  were  held  in  every  prytaneia, 
neither  the  first  nor  any  other  meeting  was  held  on  the  same 
day  in  every  prytaneia.  No  meetings  were  held  on  feast  days 
or  unlucky  days ;  and  as  these  were  scattered  irregularly  over 
the  Athenian  calendar,  it  was  impossible  that  there  should  be 
any  fixity  in  the  day  of  the  prytaneia,  or  the  day  of  the  month 
on  which,  say,  the  first  meeting  or  any  other  meeting  of  the 
prytaneia  should  be  held.  It  was  therefore  necessary  that  the 
prytaneis  should  give  written  notice  of  a  meeting  five  days 
beforehand,  and  at  the  same  time  publish  an  agenda  paper. 
Extraordinary  meetings  ^  might  probably  be  held  at  short  notice, 
the  citizens  being  notified  in  such  cases  by  a  herald. 

Payment  for  attendance  at  the  ecclesia  seems  to  have  been 
introduced  shortly  before  the  production  of  Aristophanes'  play, 
the  Eccl€zi(izu8f.e,^  probably  about  b.c.  390.  Originally  the 
amount  as  fixed  by  Agyrrhios  was  one  obol ;  Heraclides  raised 
it  to  two,  and  subsequently  it  was  raised  by  Agyrrhios  again  to 
three ;  and  by  the  time  of  Aristotle  it  was  as  much  as  nine 
obols  for  a  *' sovereign"  assembly,  and  a  drachma  at  other 
times.  Probably  the  total  amount  which  might  be  expended 
by  the  state  in  payment  for  a  single  meeting  was  fixed  by  law, 
and  members  who  came  late  received  no  pay.^  As  it  is  inevitable 
that  the  expression  "  payment  of  members  "  should  call  to  mind 
the  ideas  associated  with  the  payment  of  members  of  modem 
legislative  assemblies,  it  is  desirable  to  point  out  some  of  the 
differences  between  the  ancient  and  the  modem  use.  The 
modern  paid  member  is  paid  by  the  year,  and  enough  to  keep 
him  for  a  year.  The  Athenian  ecclesiast  was  paid  by  the 
meeting,  and  probably  the  meetings  did  not  average  more  than 
one  a  week,  so  that  even  if  he  got  a  day's  wages  he  only  got 
it  once  a  week.  But  he  did  not  get  even  a  day's  wages.  A 
slave's  labour  was  estimated  to  cost  three  obols  a  day,  an  average 
free  labourer  made  nine,  and  a  fairly  good  labourer  made  fifteen 
obols  * — the  ecclesiast  at  the  most  six  or  nine.     Next,  the  salary 

^  <r&YK\rfToi  iKKKfi^tatt  also  called  irardjcXi|roc,  because  it  was  neoesBary  to 
send  a  special  summons  to  bring  in  the  country  voters. 
'  See  line  304.  '  Ibid.  389. 

*  See  Daremberg  and  Saglio's  Dictionnaire,  s.v.  Ekklesia. 
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of  the  modem  paid  member  ceases  when  he  loses  his  seat)  and 
he  is  likely  to  lose  his  seat  when  his  party  loses  power ;  it  is 
therefore  his  pecuniary  interest  to  keep  his  party  in  if  possible, 
to  keep  his  own  seat  anyhow,  and  to  delay  an  appeal  to  his 
constituents  as  long  as  possible.  The  Athenian  ecclesiast's  pay 
was  not  conditional  on  his  voting  with  his  party — if  there  were 
such  a  thing ;  his  pay  constituted  no  temptation  to  him  to  vote 
one  way  rather  than  another.  He  had  no  constituents.  He 
bad  no  paymasters.  There  is  no  direction  in  which  he  could 
conceivably  have  been  warped  by  the  receipt  of  pay,  even  if 
that  pay  had  been  sufficient  But  it  was  an  inadequate  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  a  day's  work ;  and  that  it  failed  to 
attract  many  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  to  get  a  good  attendance 
at  a  ''sovereign"  assembly  a  higher  sum  had  to  be  offered. 
Again,  the  ecclesiast  represented  no  one  but  himself ;  and  his  pay 
did  not  depend  on  his  professing  to  hold  certain  views  because 
his  constituents  held  them.  In  tine,  his  i)ayment  should  be  com- 
liared  rather  to  the  expenses  allowed  to  witnesses  in  a  moilem 
court  of  law,  than  to  the  payment  of  professional  politicians. 

Proceedings  began  early  in  the  morning,  notice  having  been 
given  shortly  before  the  commencement  by  the  elevation  of  a 
signal^  near  the  place  of  meeting.  When  the  members  had 
assembled,  sacrifice  was  ofifered,  and  the  herald  read  a  curse 
upon  orators  who  should  speak  under  the  influence  of  bribery 
or  corruption.  The  prytaneis  announced  that  the  sacrifices 
were  propitious,  and  that  there  were  no  omens  in  the  way  of 
thunder,  lightning,  hail,  rain,  eclipses,  or  earthquakes  to  prevent 
the  meeting  from  being  held.  Then,  under  the  presidency  of 
the  prytaneis,  or  of  the  proedri  (who  were  selected  by  lot  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings  by  the  chairman  of  the  prytaneis), 
the  business  was  proceeded  to.  As  nothing  could  be  brought 
before  the  ecclesia  which  had  not  first  been  submitted  to  the 
ifOiUif  the  first  thing  was  to  read  the  probouleuma  of  the  botUS, 
From  the  numerous  inscriptions  which  contain  decrees  of  the 
houlS  and  demos,  and  which  were  inscribed  by  order  of  the 
state  and  at  the  public  expense,  it  is  possible  to  form  a  fairly 
good  idea  of  the  form  in  which  these  extracts  froni  the  minutes 
of  the  boid^  ran.  Such  an  extract  began  :  "  Resolved  by  the 
boufS.*'  *  Then  followed  the  name  of  the  tribe  which  furnished 
the  prytaneis  ^  at  the  time,  the  name  of  the  clerk  to  the  boulSy^ 

^  Ar.  Thetm,  277  :  rb  rrfi  iKKkrifflas  jrtfUlw  iv  T<fi  OffffJuxf^optUp  ^afKerai. 
*  Wofe  rp  pov\y,  '  {UokdioMls)  i'Kp\n6M€V€. 

^  (6  deira)  iypatifidT€V€, 
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and  that  of  the  chairman.^  Then  comes,  "  Moved  by  so  and 
so,"  with  the  name  of  the  mover. ^  The  terms  of  the  motion 
which  follows  naturally  varied  with  the  matter  of  the  motion. 
If  the  proposal  was  to  confer  a  vote  of  thanks  on  some  bene- 
factor of  the  city,  it  might  run  somewhat  in  the  following  form  : 
"  Whereas  so  and  so  has  rendered  such  and  such  services  to  the 
city,  it  hath  been  decreed  by  the  Senate  ^  that  the  proedri  for 
the  time  being  bring  him  before  the  demos  at  the  next  ecclesia  ^ 
and  communicate  to  the  demos  the  resolution  of  the  hotdi ;  that 
the  hotd^  resolves  that  he  receive  a  vote  of  thanks,"  ^  and  so  on. 
When  this  probouleuma  had  been  read,  it  was  the  business  of 
the  epistat^s,  presiding  over  the  ecclesia,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  meeting  would  accept  the  resolution  of  the  houU  as  it  stood 
without  discussion,^  in  which  case  the  resolution  was  entered 
on  the  minutes  of  the  ecclesia,  with  the  note  prefixed,  "  Resolved 
by  the  boule  and  demos,"  the  date  of  the  ecclesia  either  being 
added  or  substituted  for  that  of  the  resolution  of  the  bouli.  If 
on  the  other  hand  it  was  resolved  to  debate  the  motion,  the 
herald  was  directed  to  proclaim  that  the  motion  was  open  for 
discussion,  which  he  did  by  inquiring  in  the  consecrated  form, 
"  Who  wishes  to  speak  ? "  According  to  the  law  of  Solon, 
the  right  of  speaking  first  was  reserved  for  citizens  over  fifty 
years  of  age,  but  in  later  times  this  restriction  on  the  order 
of  debate  was  dropped.  The  citizen  who  accepted  the  herald's 
invitation  indicated  his  intention  of  speaking  by  putting 
on  a  chaplet  of  myrtle.     A  speaker,  however,  might  be  sus- 

1  (A  Seim)  hr€<rr6.T€L  ^  «  (6  «€««)  elire. 

'  £.g.  C  /.  A,  ii.  562:  ded6x^at  rj  pw\i'  ivtidii  6  ra^iapxB^  ^ 
Kcic/x>iridof  t^vXifs  BoCXapxot  * ApurrofioOXov  Mfp  dyaSbt  yty^PTirau, 

*  E.g.  C  /.  A.  ii.  pp.  400  ff.  :  i^fni^tlcBtu  rj  ftovk-ff  Tpoaayay€iw  avrodt  eit 
rdv  irifxo¥  rot>t  irpoiBpovt  ot  Slp  Xdxw^'tF  TpocSpei^eiy  fit  rf^F  wptSmfP  iKKkiffriar, 

^  £.g.  C.  1.  A.  n,  1$  '.  ypiJofiTfw  6i  ^vfJLp6\\€<r$ai  Trjs  /SovX^  tit  rdr  5ii/tm, 
Sti  doK€i  rj  /3ouX^  iTawitrai  fJiiv  aOr6v. 

'  This  is  the  explanation  or  rather  the  conjecture  of  Harpocration,  j.v., 
irpoxe(/>oTov/a  Modem  writers,  however,  are  divided  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  word.  On  two  points  in  connection  with  it  they  are  indeed  unanimoos  : 
(i)  it  implies  that  a  vote  was  taken  without  discussion  ;  (2)  the  vote  was 
taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  But  what  was  voted  on  is  disputed. 
According  to  the  view  in  the  text,  the  object  of  the  Tpoxciporturla  was  to 
get  through  formal  or  non-contentious  matter  at  once.  According  to  the 
other  view,  irpoxtiporwtiv  means  to  vote  precedence.  At  each  of  the  four 
ordinary  meetings  there  were  certain  matters  (enumerated  above)  which 
were  ordinarily  the  first  to  be  submitted  to  the  house ;  and,  as  in  the 
inscriptions,  the  word  irpoxctpoTOveTp  is  only  used  in  connection  with  these 
matters,  it  is  conjectured  that  the  vote  was  taken  (when  taken)  on  the 
question  whether  some  other  urgent  matter  should  be  debated  before 
them. 
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pended  from  addreflsing  the  meeting,  if  any  member  alleged 
that  he  had  committed  an  offence,  the  penalty  of  which 
was  disfranchisement,  and  that  he  (the  objector)  proposed  to 
submit  him  in  due  course  of  law  to  a  dokimasia  before  a 
heliastic  court.  There  were  also  other  restrictions  on  license 
in  debate,  according  to  the  "inserted  law"  (as  corrected  by 
Schomann),  in  the  speech  of  iEschines  against  Timarchus 
(§  35)  :  for  instance  the  speaker  was  forbidden  to  speak  twice 
on  the  same  motion,  or  to  wander  from  the  question,  or  to 
discuss  two  different  proposals  simultaneously.  It  was  also 
forbidden  to  interrupt  the  speaker,  to  insult  or  abuse  him. 
No^one  might  endeavour  to  address  the  assembly  whilst  the 
proedri  were  putting  a  proposal  to  the  meeting.  The  epistat^ 
was  to  be  free  to  discharge  his  duties  as  he  thought  fit, 
without  being  either  exhorted  by  cries  or  physically  hustled. 
In  the  absence  of  any  interruptions  of  this  kind  it  was  open 
to  any  member  to  support  or  oppose  the  motion,  to  move  its 
rejection  altogether,  or  to  propose  amendments  or  riders. 
It  was  but  natural  that  the  bouleutes  who  had  proposed  the 
original  motion  in  the  botde  should  also  move  its  acceptance 
in  the  ecclesia.  There  was,  however,  nothing  to  prevent  him 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  from  moving  an  amendment  to 
his  own  motion,  if  he  thought  it  advisable ;  for  instance,  to 
sacrifice  part  of  his  motion  in  order  to  secure  the  ratification 
of  the  remainder.  It  was  also  competent  for  any  member 
of  the  ecclesia  to  move  that  the  botdS  be  instructed  to  lay  a 
probouleuma  on  a  given  subject  before  the  next  or  some  other 
specified  meeting  of  the  ecclesia.  It  is,  however,  not  probable 
that  such  a  motion  could  be  made  at  the  good  pleasure  of 
any  speaker  who  chose  to  propose  it,  and  without  reference 
to  the  motion  before  the  meeting.  The  epistat^  presiding 
over  the  meeting  had  the  power  to  reject  any  motion  or 
amendment  which  he  thought  out  of  order,  though  he  was 
liable  to  a  legal  prosecution  for  the  exercise  of  his  discretion 
on  this  point.  What  sort  of  amendments  were  considered 
admissible  we  do  not  quite  know,  but  in  all  probability 
they  had  to  be  real  amendments,  having  to  do  with  the 
subject  of  the  original  motion.  There  was  probably  little 
temptation  to  smuggle  through  some  proposal  which  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  matter  of  the  motion,  as  has 
occurred  in  some  acts  of  the  British  Parliament;  and  from 
the  instances  preserved  to  us  by  inscriptions,  it  seems  probable 
that  it  was  only  in  connection  with  the  business  laid  before 
the  ecclesia  by  the  botdi,  that  the  former  could  instruct  the 

2  I 
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latter  to  lay  a  further  probouleuma  before  it  at  some  subsequent 
date.  It  is  obvious  that  this  power  of  instructing  the  bouli 
as  to  what  business  it  should  bring  before  the  demos  was  in 
effect  an  encroachment  on  the  constitutional  prerogative  of  the 
hovlf^  in  virtue  of  which  it  alone  had  the  right  of  initiative 
in  legislation.  Under  the  limits,  however,  which  the  demos 
seems  to  have  observed,  the  encroachment  was  not  one  of 
any  great  import^  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  it  is  in  all 
probability  not  until  after  the  time  of  £uclides  that  even  this 
encroachment  became  known.  After  the  time  of  Kuclides  we 
find  inscribed  decrees  of  the  houli  in  which  the  council 
nominally  exercises  its  right  of  initiative,  but  while  preserv- 
ing it  in  the  letter,  abandons  it  in  fact  We  find,  for  instance,  a 
bouleutes  proposing  in  the  boid^ :  "  Whereas  certain  ambassadors 
have  made  certain  representations,  it  hath  been  voted  by  the 
houlS  that  the  proedri  appointed  by  lot  to  preside  at  the  next 
ecdesia  do  introduce  them  to  the  demos,  and  communicate  to 
the  demos  the  resolution  of  the  hotdi :  that  the  boul(  resolves 
that  the  demos,  having  given  audience  to  the  ambassadors, 
and  having  he^  all  who  wish  to  speak,  take  such  measures 
as  seem  to  it  best."  Sometimes  the  houli  did  not  leave  the 
demos  quite  so  much  width  of  choice  :  it  instructed  the  proedri  to 
lay  before  the  demos  two  alternative  courses  to  choose  between. 
It  is  a  plausible  conjecture  that  when  the  houli  thus  remitted 
a  subject  to  the  demos  without  any  proposal  of  its  own,  the 
majority  of  the  houlS  could  not  have  been  in  favour  of  making 
any  proposal  the  subject  whatever,  but  that  yet  it  was  con- 
strained to  lay  the  matter  before  the  people,  and,  if  constrained, 
then  constrained  by  an  instruction  from  the  ecclesia  to  bring 
forward  a  probouleuma.  On  inscriptions  we  sometimes  find 
a  probouleuma  of  this  kind  followed  by  the  decree  of  the 
people  on  the  matter.  Such  a  decree  is  headed  by  the  date, 
and  the  note  "  resolved  by  the  people,"  while  in  the  motion 
itself  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  it  states,  *^  whereas  so 
and  so,  it  hath  been  I'esolved  by  the  d^mos/'  &c.  Sometimes 
the  probouleuma  was  not  entered  on  the  inscription ;  it  then 
includes  merely  the  resolution  of  the  people.  It  also  happened 
in  the  same  way,  as  we  have  already  seen,  that  the  probouleuma 
of  the  council,  when  it  contained  a  definite  proposal  which  was 
accepted  in  its  entirety  by  the  ecclesia,  was  sometimes  in- 
corporated in  the  decree  of  the  demos  without  any  alteration 
in  the  terms  of  the  houlfs  resolution,  even  when  those  terms 
mention  only  the  vote  of  the  houli.  A  resolution  or  amend- 
ment might  either  be  given  in  by  the  mover  in  writing,  or 
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be  put  into  writing  for  him  by  the  clerk.  Hence,  as  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  very  rigid  tradition  as  to  the  exact 
terms  in  which  a  proposal  was  to  be  made,  we  find  in  in- 
scriptions considerable  variety.  Sometimes  the  terms  of  the 
motion  expressly  indicate  whether  the  proposal  was  made  in 
the  botUS  or  in  the  ecclesia,  sometimes  not ;  sometimes  whether 
the  amendment  is  an  amendment  to  a  proposal  made  by  the 
bcnd^y  or  by  some  independent  speaker,  sometimes  not.  Add  to 
this  that  as  the  office  of  clerk  was  not  a  permanent  one,  there 
was  much  latitude  for  individual  taste  in  the  form  in  which  a 
resolution  of  the  boulS  and  demos  was  drawn  up  from  the 
minutes  of  the  two  bodies,  and  we  have  a  completely  satis- 
factory explanation  of  the  variety  which  meets  us  in  the 
inscribed  decrees  of  the  hotUS  and  demos.  On  the  whole, 
however,  it  may  be  safely  said  that  Avith  the  advance  of  time 
there  was  a  growing  tendency  to  a  more  elaborate  style  in 
the  decrees.  Before  the  time  of  Eudides  a  decree  contains 
the  name  of  the  archon,  thus  fixing  the  year,  the  name  of 
the  clerk  to  the  botdS,  a  statement  that  the  decree  is  a 
resolution  of  the  botdS  and  demos,  the  name  of  the  tribe 
from  which  the  prytaneis  for  the  time  being  were  drawn,  of 
the  chairman  of  the  ecclesia,  and  of  the  mover  of  the  motion. 
After  the  time  of  Euclides,  inscribed  decrees  bear  in  addi- 
tion the  number  of  the  prytany,  the  day  of  the  prytany, 
and  of  the  month  in  which  the  ecclesia  was  held,  and  even 
a  specification  of  the  place  in  which  the  ecclesia  met  We 
also  find  in  this  period  the  distinction  between  decrees  of  the 
people  based  on  definite  proposals  of  the  botdSy  and  decrees 
based  on  probouleumata  which  referred  the  matter  to  the 
ecclesia  without  any  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
bouli. 

When  all  who  wished  to  speak  had  spoken  in  the  ecclesia, 
the  motion  or  amendment  was  put  to  the  assembly  by  the 
epistatds,  who  had  the  right  also  to  refuse  to  put  a  motion 
which  he  considered  illegal.  The  vote  of  the  assembly  was 
taken  by  a  show  of  hands,  first  for,  and  then  against  the  motion. 
A  count  was  only  taken  when  the  voting  was  close  enough  to 
require  it.  A  ballot  was  taken  only  when  the  vote  was  one 
affecting  an  individual,  as  in  the  case  of  ostracism.  In  such 
cases  there  were  two  urns,  one  for  the  ayes  and  one  for  the  noes 
to  deposit  their  votes  in.  The  epistat^  announced  the  result 
of  the  ballot,  and  then  dismissed  the  assembly  by  the  voice  of 
the  herald. 

The  ecclesia  was  not  a  le^slative  assembly.     No  resolution 
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of  the  boulS  and  demos  was  valid  which  was  in  conflict  with 
any  existing  law;  and  the  share  which  the  ecclesia  took  in 
legislation  was  but  slight.  Once  a  year,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,^  and  once  only  might  the  ecclesia  debate  the  question 
whether  the  laws  of  the  land  required  any  additions  or  amend- 
ment.^ When  this  question  was  put  to  the  assembly  '  it  was 
competent  for  any  member  to  argue  that  a  certain  law  required 
alteration  or  abrogation;  if  he  succeeded  in  convincing  the 
ecclesia  he  was  given  leave  to  lay  his  proposal  before  the  bottle. 
The  would-be  legislator  had  also  to  publish  his  bill,  together 
with  any  existing  law  which  was  affected  by  it,  near  the 
statues  of  the  Eponymous  heroes,^  and  to  have  both  read  by 
the  clerk  at  the  next  two  meetings  of  the  ecclesia,  so  that  every 
citizen  might  have  the  chance  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
them.^  If  he  had  succeeded  in  the  meantime  in  convincing 
the  boulS  also,  a  resolution  in  favour  of  his  proposal  vras  laid 
by  it  before  the  ecclesia  at  the  following  meeting  of  the 
ecclesia.^  The  bill,  it  is  supposed,  was  then  debated  again,' 
and  might  be  rejected.  But  though  the  ecclesia  thus  exercised 
the  right  of  veto  on  legislative  proposals,  it  did  not  possess  the 
power  of  making  such  proposab  into  law.  If  the  bill  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  ecclesia,  all  the  assembly  could  do 
was  to  refer  it  to  the  heliasts.  From  the  body  of  the  heliasts  a 
certain  number,  which  varied  according  to  circumstances,  and 
was  chosen  afresh  every  year  by  this  (ti^e  fourth)  ecclesia,  was 

^  On  the  nth  Hecatombaion,  the  first  ecclesia  in  the  year  and  one  of 
the  few  meetings  which  was  held  on  a  fixed  date. 

*  According  to  the  inserted  law  in  Dem.  xxiv.  20-23,  the  existing  laws 
xTtre  submitted  to  the  vote  in  four  gproups  :  ol  /SovXcvruro^  (ve.,  laws  relating 
to  the  houli) ;  ol  kou^oI  (which  is  not  very  intelligible) ;  ol  ffearcu  roct  i9v4a 
Apxovffit  and  those  relating  to  the  other  d^xai. 

*  Dem.  xxiv.  25.  *  Dem.  LepL  485,  §  94. 

*  This  would  be  the  fourth  and  last  ordinary  meeting  in  the  pr^'tany : 
r^p  TplTfiv  driSti^cLif  iKKXriffiaw  (Dem.  xxiv.  25)  means  the  third  not  count- 
ing the  first. 

7  This  is  an  inference  from  the  statement  twice  made  by  Demosthenes  in 
the  passages  quoted  in  the  last  two  notes,  that  the  object  of  publishing  the 
proposed  legislation,  at  the  Eponymi  and  in  the  intervening  ecclesia,  was 
Iw  6  pov\6fjiepot  (Tjc^^rai,  kSlp  dffO/Ji^pov  itfUf  KariSfi  re,  ^pd^  koX  irard 
o^oX^  iprelTjf,  Schomann,  however  {De  Com,  Alt,  255),  thinks  the  object 
was  to  enable  all  citizens  having  objections  to  make  them,  not  at  the  fourth 
eodesia  of  the  prytany,  but  before  the  court  of  the  NomothetsB.  If  this  be 
the  right  view,  then  the  proposer  of  a  new  law  had  to  convince  the  bouU 
before  the  first  ecclesia.  Whether  the  houli  had  a  real  power  of  veto, 
or  was  bound  to  bring  before  the  eodesia  every  law  propoaed  to  it,  is 
doubtful. 
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chosen  to  act  as  Nomothet®.  Before  them  the  mover  of  the 
proposed  law  had  to  argue  his  case,  while  synegori  (five  in 
number),  appointed  by  the  ecclesia,  defended  the  old  laws 
a£fected  by  the  proposal.  Thus  the  old  law  was  put  upon 
its  trial,  the  case  was  argued  out  before  the  court,  on  whose 
decision  it  rested  whether  the  old  law  should  be  abrogated  and 
the  new  law  enacted  or  not.  Thus  it  was  a  law  court  which 
possessed  the  ultimate  power  of  enacting  laws  at  Athens.  It 
was  before  the  Nomothetae  too  that  the  Thesmothetse  annually  ^ 
had  to  bring  laws  which  seemed  to  them  to  conflict  with  one 
another,  or  to  prescribe  different  modes  of  treatment  for  the 
jsame  thing. 

Elaborate  as  the  process  of  legislation  was  in  the  fourth 
century  b.c.  (for  in  the  fifth  a  law  probably  could  be  made  by  a  ' 
resolution  of  the  hoidi  and  demos  without  further  formality), 
still  further  safeguards  were  created  to  protect  the  country^ 
against  unconstitutional  legislation :  the  mover  of  an  uncon- 
stitutional proposal,  whether  a  law  or  a  resolution,  apsephism 
of  the  houli  or  of  the  demos,  whether  it  was  unconstitutional  in- 
form or  in  content,  whether  the  •  proposal  was  accepted  or  re- 
jected, exposed  himself  to  an  indictment  for  illegality.  The 
contents  of  a  psephism  were  unconstitutional  if  they  conflicted 
with  an  existing  law ;  .those  of  a  proposed  law,  if  the  mover  had 
not  previously  obtained  the  abrogation  of  any  old  law  or  laws 
with  which  his  bill  was  at  variance.  It  is  quite  in  accordance 
with  all  that  we  know  of  the  Athenian  law  courts,  and  of  the 
extent  to  which,  in  the  absence  of  a  trained  judge  to  control 
Uiem,  the  jurors  allowed  themselves  to  be  influenced  by  wholly 
extraneous  considerations,  if  we  find  that  in  indictments  for 
illegality  the  speakers  insist  at  great  length  on  the  injurious 
nature  of  the  law  or  psephism  which  they  charge  with  illegality. 
But  it  seems  doubtful  whether  the  law  recognised  inexpediency 
as  a  ground  for  an  indictment  for  illegality.  At  the  same  time 
the  law,  even  when  adhered  to  strictly,  afforded  considerable 
latitude  :  a  proposal  to  confer  citizenship  on  a  foreigner  might 
be  attacked  as  unconstitutional  and  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  law 
demanded  that  the  recipient  of  citizenship  should  be  worthy  of 
the  gift — a  demand  which  it  was  in  every  case  possible  to  main- 
tain had  not  been  complied  with.  A  psephism  might  be 
attacked  as  illegal  in  form  if  it  were  not  based  on  a  pro- 
bouleuma  of  the  council,  or  if,  without  permission  previously 
obtained  from  an  assembly  of  six  thousand  citizens,  it  proposed 

'  This  is  the  annual  di6p$wffis  v6t»M¥, 
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to  relieve  a  disfranchised  man  or  a  public  debtor  from  his  dis- 
abilities or  liabilities.  A  law  was  liable  to  the  charge  of  ille> 
gality  if  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  described 
in  the  previous  paragraph  were  not  complied  with,  or  if  being 
a  law  in  the  interests  or  to  the  damage  of  a  single  person  it 
had  not  been  approved  by  an  assembly  consisting  of  at  least 
six  thousand  citizens. 

The  indictment  for  illegality,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  could  be  brought  to  bear  against  a  psephism,  became  a  power- 
ful political  weapon  and  a  potent  means  of  obstruction.  The 
passing  of  a  psephism  might  be  obstructed  by  any  one  who 
chose  to  rise  and  affirm  upon  oath  {hypomosia)  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  indict  the  proposer  of  the  psephism  for  illegality. 
Whether  there  was  any  provision  by  which  obstruction  of  this 
kind  could  be  checked  iu  case  of  urgency  does  not  appear.  If 
the  resolution  had  already  been  voted  upon  and  accepted  by 
the  people,  it  was  still  open  for  any  citizen  to  state  his  inten- 
tion of  bringing  an  indictment,  and  the  psephism  could  not 
come  into  operation  until  the  case  had  been  duly  tried.  The 
trial  was  conducted  according  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  Attic 
law,  and  the  penalty,  if  the  accuser  made  good  his  case,  \|»8 
assessed  by  the  court  when  it  had  heard  what  penalty  the 
accuser  on  the  one  hand  proposed  should«be  inflicted,  and  what 
on  the  other  hand  the  condemned  person  proposed  as  being 
adequate. 

The  ecclesia,  like  other  popular  assemblies,  showed  a  tendency 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  powers.  This  tendency  was  partly 
due  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  which  properly  fell 
to  the  share  of  the  ecclesia,  and  was  consequent  upon  the 
growth  of  the  country  and  the  development  of  more  complex 
conditions  in  social  and  political  life.  It  was,  however,  still 
more  the  consequence  of  a  species  of  political  gravitation,  in  virtue 
of  which  the  more  or  most  powerful  element  in  a  constitution 
attracts  to  itself  yet  greater  powera  In  Athens,  it  was  at  the 
expense  of  the  magistrates  that  the  popular  assembly  increased 
in  power;  and  this  may  be  ascribed  partly  to  the  suspicion 
which  democracy  usually  exhibits  towards  its  servants,  when 
it  does  not  fall  into  the  opposite  excess  of  adulation,  and 
partly  to  the  impossibility  of  reasonably  intrusting  much  re- 
sponsibility to  officials  chosen  by  lot.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  to  be  noted  that  there  was  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
ecclesia  to  relieve  itself  of  some  of  its  labours,  and  to  devolve 
its  judicial  powers  on  to  the  law  courts,  and  the  execution  of  its 
resolutions  on  to  the  bouU, 
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It  will  be  well  to  mention  first  amongst  the  powers  of  the 
ecclesia,  that  of  electing  all  magistrates  who  were  chosen  by 
vote,  and  not  by  lot,  as  this  is  an  important  difference  between 
it  and  the  popular  assemblies  of  modem  Europe.  In  the  next 
place,  for  the  same  reason,  it  is.  important  to  state  once  more 
that  though  in  the  fifth  century  b.c.  the  ecclesia  together  with  the 
botdi  made  laws,  in  the  fourth  century  ac.  the  ecclesia  ceased  to 
be  a  proper  legislative  assembly  :  legislation  was  far  from  being 
so  important  a  function  of  the  sovereign  body  in  Athens  as  it 
has  been  of  Parliament  in  England  since  the  time  of  George  II. 
Questions  of  foreign  policy,  of  peace  or  war,  the  contracting  of 
treaties  and  alliances,  were  debated  and  finally  decided  in  the 
ecclesia.  With  the  actual  conduct  of  war  the  ecclesia  inter- 
fered so  far  as  to  decide  how  many  generals,  and  which,  should 
be  intrusted  with  a  given  campaign.  A  statement  of  the 
public  revenue  was  submitted  to  it  every  prytany;  it  voted 
money  away,  and  it  decreed  the  imposition  of  extraordinary 
taxes.  The  judicial  powers  of  the  ecclesia  call  for  a  separate 
paragraph. 

We  have  already  seen  that  it  was  competent  for  any  citizen 
to  lay  an  information  (eisangelia)  before  the  batdi  to  the  effect 
that  revolutionary  or  treasonable  designs  were  meditated  by  a 
certain  person  or  persons,  or  that  an  orator  had  been  guilty  of 
corrupt  speaking.  It  was  also  open  to  the  accu&er,  if  he  pre- 
ferred, to  lay  the  information,  through  the  prytaneis,  before  the 
ecclesia.  If,  after  hearing  the  accuser  and  the  accused,  and 
probably  any  other  citizen  who  chose  to  speak,  the  assembly 
resolved  to  take  action  upon  the  information,  it  might  either 
retnit  the  charge  to  a  law  court,  with  instructions  as  to  the 
penalty  to  be  inflicted  if  the  accuser  made  out  his  case,  or  it 
might  have  the  matter  brought  by  a  probouleuma  before  it  for 
trial,  in  which  case  the  trial  must  take  place  in  an  ecclesia 
numbering  at  least  six  thousand  citizens. 

Whereas,  in  the  case  of  informations  laid  against  traitors, 
the  ecclesia  might  try  the  charges  itself  if  it  thought  fit,  in 
the  case  of  charges  against  sycophants  or  against  those  persons 
alleged  to  have  desecrated  the  sanctity  of  certain  festivals,  the 
demos  exercised  no  such  power ;  but  if  it  thought  the  allegation 
(irpoPok-q)^  made  out,  it  remitted  the  case  for  trial  to  the  ordinary 
law  courts.  The  allegation  had  to  be  made  in  writing,  and 
handed  in  to  the  prytaneis,  who  were  constrained  to  bring  all 
such  cases  arising  out  of  a  festival  before  the  next  ecclesia  held 
after  the  festival  The  assembly  heard  both  the  accuser  and 
the  accused,  and  then  pronounced  its  opinion.     If  it  decided 
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against  the  pioeecator,  he  might  let  the  matter  diop,  or  be 
might  carry  the  case  before  a  court  of  hiw.  If  the  assembly 
decided  in  favour  of  the  prosecutor,  then  when  the  case 
came  hefore  a  law  court,  the  hand  of  the  prosecutor  was 
douhtless  greatly  strengthened. 


CHAPTER  XI 
ATHENS  (continued) 

FINANOB 

Athens  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  had  a  financial  system. 
For  this  there  are  two  very  obvious  reasons :  there  was  no  per- 
manent executive,  and  there  was  no  one  minister  or  board  with 
power  to  control  all  items  of  public  expenditure  and  to  super- 
vise the  income  of  the  country.  To  this  we  must  add  that^ 
with  the  exception  of  Pericles  and  Lycurgus,  Athens  did  not 
produce  a  financial  genius. 

The  absence  of  a  permanent  executive  has  its  advantages: 
the  evils  of  bureaucracy  are  avoided;  there  are  no  vested 
interests  which  have  to  be  consulted  at  the  cost  of  the  country ; 
the  reformer  is  not  clogged  and  defeated  by  the  dead  weight  of 
the  permanent  and  practically  irresponsible  officials  of  his  de- 
partment. But  against  these  advantages  must  be  set  grave 
disadvantages:  there  is  no  continuity  in  methods,  objects,  or 
policy;  there  is  no  accumulation  of  experience  to  relieve  a 
competent  minister  from  wasting  his  time  on  matters  of  detail 
when  he  should  be  maturing  principles  of  policy,  or  to  save  a 
weak  official  from  the  grosser  blunders  of  inexperience.  It 
need  hardly  be  remarked  that  of  all  departments  the  treasuiy 
is  that  which  can  least  dispense  with  orderly,  business  methods, 
and  a  continuous  policy. 

A  still  more  serious  defect  in  the  conduct  of  Athenian  finance 
was  the  want  of  centralisation.  There  was  no  one  official 
whose  business  it  was  to  consider  the  financial  condition  of 
the  country  as  a  whole,  and  there  was  no  attempt  to  make  a 
periodic  estimate  of  the  financial  position  of  the  state.  Various 
sums  or  sources  of  revenue  were  assigned,  not  annually  but 
until  further  notice^  to  various  departments;  no  attempt  was 
made  to  prescribe  or  enforce  economy  on  those  departments: 
if  there  happened  to  be  a  surplus  in  any  department,  it  was  paid 
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into  the  treasury,  whence  it  could  be  drawn  by  a  simple  decree 
of  the  batdS  and  demos,  unless  it  chanced  that  there  was  a 
law  in  force  directing  that  all  surpluses  should  be  devoted  to 
the  national  defence  or  to  national  amusements  as  the  case 
might  be.  Nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  budget,  of  an  attempt 
to  annually  estimate  the  probable  income  of  the  country  for 
the  forthcoming  year  and  to  adjust  the  national  expenditure 
accordingly  was  made  at  Athens.  In  an  ordinary  way  the 
expenses  which  the  state  had  to  meet  consisted  in  the  pay  of 
the  dikasts,  ecclesiasts,  bouleutsB,  and  magistrates ;  in  the  cost  of 
maintaining  public  works  and  ways;  in  the  payment  of  the 
Scyths,  who  acted  as  police  ;  in  the  cost  of  public  defence  and 
public  amusements.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ordinary  income 
of  the  country  consisted  in  the  sum  obtained  by  annually 
farming  the  tolls,  taxes,  mines,  lands,  and  buildings;  in  the 
tribute  of  the  allies  (while  it  lasted),  in  the  fees  and  fines 
exacted  in  the  law  courts,  and  in  the  indirect  form  of  liturgies. 
To  a  very  considerable  extent  the  income  of  the  country  was 
subject  to  charges  the  amount  of  which  was  fixed  once  and  for 
all  by  law :  thus,  the  amount  of  pay  which  the  bouleutsB  and 
the  ecclesiasts  were  to  receive  was  fixed  by  law ;  the  fees  and 
fines  obtained  in  the  law  courts  were. set  aside  for  the  pay  of 
the  dikasts ;  the  charge  for  the  repair  of  public  buildings  and 
streets  was  also  permanently  fixed ;  while  the  expense  of  public 
festivals  and  amusements  was  to  a  certain  extent  met  by  the 
citizens  who  acted  as  choregi,  gymnasiarchs,  and  hestiatores. 
Thus  the  largest  amount  of  the  public  income  was  placed  by 
law  out  of  the  reach  of  inconsiderate  and  hasty  decrees  of  the 
boul^  and  demos.  The  weakness  of  the  arrangement  lay  in 
the  rigidity  of  the  system.  The  amount  raised  by  farming  the 
tolls,  taxes,  mines,  &c.,  of  the  country  probably  varied  every 
year,  but  the  charges  on  the  public  income  were  fixed  by  law 
and  could  not  be  adjusted  to  circumstances.  The  sums  left 
for  the  financial  reformer  to  operate  with  or  for  the  demagogues 
to  waste  in  largesse  to  the  people  had  to  be  sought  in  the 
surpluses  which  remained  when  these  fixed  charges  on  the 
public  income  had  been  met.  At  one  time  the  party  of  prudence 
would  succeed  in  voting  the  appropriation  of  the  surpluses  to 
purposes  of  national  defence ;  at  another  the  party  of  extrava- 
gance would  persuade  the  demos  to  devote  them  to  providing 
its  poorer  members,  not  merely  with  the  money  necessary  to 
obtain  a  seat  in  the  theatre,  but  with  money  wherewith  to 
enjoy  themselves  at  other  festivals  as  well. 

In  this  contest  for  the  surpluses  from  the  various  depart- 
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ments^  the  absence  of  any  annual  estimate  or  budget  un- 
doubtedly played  into  the  hands  of  the  party  of  extravagance. 
It  was  the  custom  of  the  demos  to  have  the  accounts  of  the 
various  departments  laid  before  it  every  prytany,  and  thus  a 
perpetual  temptation  to  vote  away  money  was  placed  in  the 
way  of  the  ecclesia.  The  only  way  to  remove  the  temptation 
was  to  convert  the  needs  of  the  war  department  into  a  per- 
manent charge.  It  was  indeed  quite  possible  in  theoiy  to 
appropriate  every  surplus,  by  a  decree  of  the  bouU  and  demos, 
to  military  purposes ;  but  every  surplus  would  have  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  separate  decree,  and  practically  the  party  of 
prudence  was  liable  to  be  deifeated  on  every  division  tidcen. 
On  the  other  hand  a  permanent  charge  on  the  national  income 
could  only  be  made  on  the  instruction  of  the  demos  by  the 
NomothetsB,  and  such  a  permanent  charge  was  inviolable  in  the 
same  way  and  to  the  same  extent  as  a  law  sanctioned  by  the 
NomothetaB ;  that  is  to  say,  any  attempt  to  divert  money  so 
appropriated  to  other  purposes  by  a  decree  subjected  the 
proposer  of  the  decree  to  an  indictment  for  illegality,  and  the 
decree  itself  could  be  prevented  from  taking  effect  by  the  same 
means.  A  law  altering  the  use  of  the  surplus  could  only  be 
proposed  at  the  ecclesia,  which  was  once  a  year  devoted  to 
legislation,  and  then  only  subject  to  the  concurrence  of  the 
boHlSf  the  recommendation  of  the  ecclesia,  and  the  ratification 
of  the  NomothetsB. 

The  power  of  the  purse  therefore  did  not  rest  exclusively 
with  the  bofilS  and  demos  conjointly  or  singly.  Fixed  annual 
charges  on  the  public  income  could  only  be  imposed  by  a 
process,  subject  to  the  same  safeguards  as  legislation  itself.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  boulS  and  demos  could  by  a  simple  decree 
vote  any  sum  away  in  any  manner  for  any  object  they  chose, 
if  there  was  the  money  in  the  treasury.  In  the  next  place,  it 
is  to  be  noted  that  when  a  certain  sum  had  been  by  law  de- 
voted annually  to  a  certain  purpose,  say  the  public  defence,  it 
was  by  simple  psephismata  that  the  botUS  and  demos  appor- 
tioned out  the  sum,  say,  between  the  army  and  navy,  unless 
the  person  or  official  to  whom  the  money  was  due  was  to  be 
paid  directly. 

If  the  amount  obtained  by  farming  the  tolls,  taxes,  mines,  &a, 
of  the  state,  though  nominally  settled  by  the  botdSy  was  really 
determined  by  politico-economical  causes  beyond  the  control  of 
the  boidS,  on  the  other  hand  the  bouli  and  demos  exercised 
considerable  power  over  the  raising  of  extraordinary  revenue. 
The  invitation  to  private  citizens  to  offer  "  benevolences "  to 
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the  state  vas  issued  by  a  decree ;  the  war-tax  was  imposed  by  a 
simple  decree ;  the  liturgy  of  the  choregia  was  voted  in  the 
same  way.  The  tribute  paid  by  the  allies  was  not  liable  to  be 
increased  by  a  mere  decree  :  by  a  process  analogous  to  that  of 
legislation,  the  ecclesia  had  first  to  vote  that  re-assessment  was 
needed,  then  at  a  subsequent  assembly  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  assist  the  boiiii  in  making  the  alterations  necessary, 
and  even  then  any  state  might  appeal  to  a  court  of  dikasts, 
before  whom  arguments  for  and  against  the  alteration  were 
beard,  and  by  whom  the  matter  was  finally  decided. 

In  a  time  of  extraordinary  prosperity,  such  as  that  imme- 
diately before  the  Peloponnesian  war,  when  the  tribute  from 
the  allies  more  than  sufficed  for  all  the  demands  of  national 
defence,  it  was  possible  to  incur  extraordinary  expenditure  on 
public  works ;  and  the  fame  thing  was  possible  when  Lycurgus, 
a  really  great  financier,  obtained  control  to  some  extent,  and  for 
some  Uttle  time,  over  the  finance  of  the  state.  Under  similar 
circumstances  it  was  possible  to  form  a  reserve  fund  for  the 
emergencies  of  war,  or  to  pay  off  the  debts  incurred  by  the 
state.  In  time  of  war,  the  expenditure  on  the  army  and  navy 
might  be  indefinitely  increased,  and  it  lay  with  the  boulS  and 
demos  to  raise  the  necessary  additional  income.  This  might 
be  effected  by  the  imposition  of  the  war- tax,  and  the  liturgy  of 
the  trierarchy,  and  by  inviting  benevolences.  The  reserve 
fund  might  be  drawn  upon,  if  it  existed,  and  finally,  if  all 
other  resources  had  been  exhausted,  the  state  might  borrow. 
But  although  a  national  debt  was  not  unknown  to  Athens,  it 
differed  considerably  from  the  national  debts  of  modem  states. 
A  modern  state  borrows  from  any  one  who  chooses  to  lend,  and 
undertakes  to  pay  the  stipulated  interest  on  the  money  so 
borrowed,  though  not  necessarily  to  repay  the  sum  borrowed  at 
any  given  date.  This  system  obviously  implies  the  existence 
of  a  large  amount  of  capital  in  the  hands  of  private  lenders,  and 
of  confidence  in  the  power  and  disposition  of  the  state  to  adhere 
to  its  bond.  In  Athens,  however,  there  was  not  enough  capital 
available  in  the  hands  of  lenders  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
state ;  and  government  was  not  stable  enough  to  inspire  a 
belief  in  its  credit.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  natural 
that  the  state,  when  it  wished  to  raise  a  loan,  should  have  re« 
course  to  the  only  capitalists  who  could  lend  money  in  sufficient 
quantities,  and  at  the  same  time  were  willing  to  lend  at  a  rate 
of  interest  below  that  of  the  money  market.  The  capitalists 
in  question  were  the  gods.  The  national  debt  of  Athens  was 
mamly  in  the  hands  of  the  patron  goddess  of  the  state,  though 
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some  was  held  by  other  gods.     The  goddess  Athene  and  the 
other  gods  derived  their  income  from  land  belonging  to  the 
temples  and  offerings,  amongst  the  most  important  of  which 
latter  was  the  sixtieth  part  of  the  tribute  paid  by  the  Helleoo- 
tamisB  to  the  treasurers  of  the  goddess,  and  tithes  of  property 
confiscated  by  the  state.     These  revenues  were  much  greater 
than  the  expenditure  on  the  cult  and  ritual  of  the  goddess  and 
the  other  gods,  and  the  annual  surpluses,  when  accumulated, 
might  be  borrowed  by  the  state.     The  power  to  draw  on  the 
treasures  of  the  gods  and  on  the  reserve  funds  (if  any)  laid  up 
by  the  state  rested  indeed  with  the  bouli  and  demos,  who  by 
a  decree  could  direct  the  treasurers  to  pay  out  any  given  sums ; 
but  a  check  was  imposed  upon  recourse  to  either,  by  the  fact 
that  pains  and  penalties  were  threatened  against  any  person  who 
proposed  to  touch  these  treasures.     The  first  step,  therefore,  to 
be  taken  by  any  citizen  who  wished  to  move  that  a  draft  be 
made  on  these  moneys,  was  to  obtain  an  indemnity  against  the 
legal  consequences  of  his  motion.     Such  an  indemnity  could 
only  be  granted  in  an  assembly  at  which  at  least  six  thousand 
citizens  were  present,  and  could  not  be  granted  at  the  same 
ecclesia  as  that  at  which  it  was  asked.     When  the  indemnity 
had  been  granted,  it  was  not  until  the  foUowing  ecclesia  that 
the  motion  to  appropriate  the  treasure  could  be  made.     Thus, 
although  the  pains  and  penalties  did  not  prevent  the  moneys 
from  being  used,  they  did  ensure  some  degree  of  deliberation 
before  they  were  used,  and  prevented  a  snatch  vote  from  deter- 
mining a  matter  of  the  highest  importance.     It  now  remains 
for  us  to  examine  the  various  items  of  expenditure  and  income 
more  particularly. 

We  will  begin  with  the  expenditure  on  administration  under 
this  head.  The  most  important  items  were  the  pay  of  the 
dikasts,  ecclesiastae,  and  bouleutae,  the  archons,  the  various  clerks 
and  lower  officials,  and  the  Scyths  or  police.  The  mgin  and 
history  of  the  system  of  paying  citizens  for  attendance  at  the 
ecclesia  have  already  been  given  in  the  chapter  on  the  ecclesia ; 
the  amount  eventually  reached  the  sum  of  six  obols  for  an 
ordinary  and  nine  for  a  "  sovereign "  ecclesia.  The  pay  of  a 
bouleutes  was  five  obols,  which  at  first  appears  less  than  that 
of  an  ecclesiast ;  but  the  latter  was  only  paid  by  the  meeting, 
whereas  the  bouleutes  probably  was  paid  every  day  in  the  year. 
The  same  consideration  also  applies  to  the  pay  of  the  arciions 
(four  obols  each  per  diem).  The  pay  of  the  dikasts  amounted 
in  all  to  a  greater  sum  than  that  of  the  bouleutes  or  the  eocle> 
siastas :  from  b.c.  425  it  was  three  obols  a  day,  and  must  have 
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come  to  at  least  seyenty-five  talents  a  year;  The  probable  total 
of  the  pay  for  the  ecclesia  cannot  be  attained  :  for  the  bouleute 
it  may  have  been  about  thirty  talents. 

A  second  item  of  expenditure  was  the  money  expenses  on 
feasts.  Under  this  head  there  are  three  items  at  least  to  distin- 
guish :  first,  there  were  the  animals  which  were  slaughtered  in 
honour  of  the  gods,  and  consumed  by  the  poorer  worshippers ; 
next,  there  were  the  dramatic,  lyric,  athletic  contests,  &c,  which 
also  were  religious  in  intention  as  well  as  gratifying  to  the  human 
spectators ;  third,  there  was  the  money  ($€iopiK6v)  which,  from 
about  B.G.  410,  was  distributed  at  all  the  great  festivals  as  well 
as  at  the  Dionysia  and  Panathensea,  in  addition  to  free  tickets 
for  the  theatre  amongst  the  poorer  citizens,  in  order  that  they 
might  properly  enjoy  the  holiday.  The  theoricon  was  two  obols 
a  day  when  first  introduced  by  Cleophon,  and  eventually,  imder 
the  management  of  £ubulus,  the  whole  of  the  state's  surplus 
was  annually  devoted  to  it. 

We  have  next  to  consider  the  expenditure  on  the  army  and 
navy.  The  cost  of  these  two  departments  may  be  classed  under 
the  two  heads  of  permanent  and  extraordinary.  The  per- 
manent expenditure  went  in  paying  the  cavalry,  which  cost 
about  forty  talents  a  year,  in  building  and  repairing  ships  and 
fortifications,  in  maintaining  the  ephebi  (who  each  received 
four  obols  a  day)  and  paying  their  instructors,  in  pay  to  the 
officers  of  the  kleruchiai  and  the  400  guardians  of  the  dock& 
Further,  under  the  permanent  expenditure  caused  by  war,  we 
have  to  include  the  education  and  maintenance  of  orphans 
whose  fathers  had  been  killed  in  war,  and  the  support  of  those 
citizens  who  had  been  disabled  in  war.  This  last  provision 
finally  was  extended  to  citizens  otherwise  rendered  incapable 
of  earning  a  living,  and  thus  developed  into  a  regular  form  of 
poor  relief-— originally  at  the  rate  of  one  obol  a  day,  and  finally 
two  obols. 

The  extraordinary  expenditure  on  these  departments  occurred 
in  time  of  war,  when  the  citizen-troops  had  to  be  called  out 
and  the  fleet  to  be  equipped.  The  knights  then  received  an 
extra  drachma  per  diem,  and  the  infantry  received  from  four 
to  six  obols  for  pay  and  keep.  The  war-ships,  which  in  time 
of  peace  were  kept  high  and  dry  in  sheds,  had  to  be  put  in 
seaworthy  condition,  fitted  up,  and  launched. 

Turning  now  to  income,  we  have  first  the  tolls  and  taxes. 
The  tribute  paid  by  the  allies  was  the  most  important  source 
of  income  during  the  existence  of  the  First  Delian  Confederacy, 
and  eventually  it  brought  in  as  much  as  800  or  900  talents 
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annually.  A  similar  source  of  revenue,  which  also  was  only 
temporary,  was  an  ad  valorem  toll  of  ten  per  cent  on  the 
freight  of  every  ship  that  passed  through  the  Bosphorus. 

In  the  fourth  century  aa  the  state,  not  having  these  sources  of 
income  to  draw  upon,  was  thrown  upon  its  internal  revenues. 
Amongst  these  the  first  and  most  important  was  the  pentekoste, 
a  tax  of  one- fiftieth  or  two  per  cent,  levied  on  every  article  of 
commerce  that  was  landed  or  loaded  in  the  harbours  of  Attica. 
The  total  received  by  the  state  from  this  source  in  the  course 
of  a  year  is  given  on  one  occasion  as  thirty-six  talents.  In 
addition  to  this  there  were  harbour-dues  (kkkiiuvtov)  of  a  nature 
not  precisely  known ;  an  octroi  (Siav-vAtov)  on  all  things  brought 
into  Athens  for  sale  in  the  market ;  and  a  hekatoste  or  one  per 
cent  tax,  and  a  tax  on  sales  (cVdiFiov),  about  which  nothing  is 
known  for  certain.  To  these  we  must  add  the  /leroMctov,  or 
poll-tax  of  twelve  drachms  per  head,  to  which  the  Metics  were 
subject,  and  which  may  be  calculated  to  have  amounted,  &<;., 
in  B.C.  309,  to  twenty  talents.  The  /mtouciov  did  not  give  the 
Metic  the  right  of  trading  in  the  market:  if  he  wished  for 
that,  he  had  to  pay  a  further  tax  (^v^Khv  rcAos). 

As  for  state  domains  and  royalties,  the  state  probably  had 
but  few  houses  and  farms  to  let^  as  its  custom  was  to  sell 
confiscated  property.  On  the  other  hand,  it  either  owned  all 
mines,  or  if  not  all,  then  it  required  a  royalty  of  five  per  cent 
on  the  working  of  those  which  belonged  to  private  owner& 

If  the  law  courts  were  responsible  for  part  of  the  state  ex- 
penditure, they  also  provided  part  of  its  revenue.  The  fines 
and  confiscations  which  were  inflicted  on  the  condemned,  the 
sums  which  had  to  be  paid  by  the  accuser  who  failed  to  prove 
or  proceed  with  his  accusation,  the  court  fees  which  had  to 
be  deposited  at  the  commencement  of  a  suit,  and  the  small 
fines  which  every  magistrate  had  the  power  of  inflicting — all 
flowed  into  the  public  treasury. 

The  next  item  of  income  we  have  to  consider  is  that  con- 
sisting in  the  permanent  XntrovpyiaLk.  All  the  wealthiest  citizens, 
t.6.,  those  whose  income  was  more  than  two  talents,  were 
liable  to  be  called  on,  in  a  certain  order,  to  perform  the 
A^trovpyui,  or  duty  of  choregus,  or  gymnasiarch,  or  hestiator. 
The  duty  of  a  choregus  was  to  provide  a  chorus  for  the 
dramatic  and  lyric  contests  held  at  the  Panathenaaa,  Dionysia, 
Thargelia,  Frometheia,  and  Hephadstia.  The  cost  consisted 
in  paying  and  maintaining  the  chorus  during  its  preparation 
for  tjie  competition,  providing  its  costumes,  and  paying  a 
chorodidascalus  to  train  it     The  gymnasiarch's  lituigy  coo- 
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sisted  in  paying  and  maintaining  the  competitois  in  the  torch 
races  held  at  the  Panathenasa,  the  Hephaestia,  the  Prometheia, 
and  the  festivals,  in  honour  of  Pan  and  Bendis.  The  hestiator 
had  to  entertain  the  members  of  his  tribe  at  the  Dionysia 
and  Panatheneea ;  and  if  he  was  married  his  wife  entertained 
the  women  at  the  Thesmophoria. 

The  trierarchy  was  a  liturgy  which  was  not  permanent,  but 
was  imposed  only  in  time  of  war.  The  duties  of  a  trierarch 
are  explained  in  more  detail  in  the  Book  on  War ;  here 
they  may  be  briefly  stated  to  have  consisted  in  putting  a 
war-ship,  supplied  by  the  state,  into  condition  for  active 
service,  and  maintaining  it  in  a  state  of  efficiency  for  the 
space  of  a  year.  Originally  each  trierarch  had  to  fit  out  one 
trireme.  About  B.C.  405  two  citizens  were  allowed  to  divide 
the  burden  between  them,  thus  forming  a  syntrierarchy.  In 
B.a  357  a  different  system  was  introduced,  modelled  on  the 
plan  of  the  cmt^^/do,  which  will  be  described  in  the  next  para- 
graph :  the  1 200  richest  citizens  were  formed  into  twenty 
navy  boards  or  crv/x/iopiai,  each  board  consisting  of  sixty 
members,  and  presumably  representing  an  equal  amount  of 
property.  Each  board  had  to  fit  out  a  certain  number  of 
triremes  in  case  of  war ;  and  each  board  accordingly  divided 
its  members  into  as  many  groups  (crvvrcActai)  as  it  had  to 
provide  ships — the  larger  the  number  of  ships,  the  smaller 
the  number  of  members  in  each  group.  Now  as  each  synteleia 
had  to  equip  one  ship,  and  contained  the  same  number  of 
persons,  the  result  was  that  the  poor  man  paid  as  much  as 
the  rich.  Demosthenes,  therefore,  carried  a  reform,  probably 
in  B.a  340,  by  which  the  amount  paid  by  each  member  of  a 
symmory  was  proportional  to  his  taxable  property. 

An  extraordinary  source  of  revenue  was  drawn  upon — mainly 
in  time  of  war — when  the  state  invited  voluntary  contributions 
(in  money  or  kind),  which  were  called  ortSdo-cts.  The  war-tax 
proper,  however,  was  the  cur^po.  This  was  not  an  income-tax 
but  a  tax  upon  property ;  the  proceeds  were  devoted  solely  to 
carrying  on  the  war  which  necessitated  the  tax.  It  was  imposed 
by  a  decree  of  the  boulS  and  demos,  and  probably  special  leave 
(^4a)  was  required  before  the  proposer  could  with  impunity 
even  suggest  imposing  it.  In  the  fifth  century  it  is  probable 
that  the  Solonian  property  classes  were  the  basis  on  which  the 
tax  was  assessed,  and  that  members  of  the  richer  classes  paid 
more  than  those  of  the  poorer.  It  is  also  probable  that  mov- 
able property  as  well  as  landed  estate  was  taken  into  account  in 
deciding  which  property  class  a  man  belonged  to.     Each  tax- 
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to  relieve  a  disfranchised  man  or  a  public  debtor  from  his  dis- 
abilities or  liabilitie&  A  law  was  liable  to  the  charge  of  ille- 
gality if  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  described 
in  the  previous  paragraph  were  not  complied  with,  or  if  being 
a  law  in  the  interests  or  to  the  damage  of  a  single  person  it 
had  not  been  approved  by  an  assembly  consisting  of  at  least 
six  thousand  citizens. 

The  indictment  for  illegality,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  could  be  brought  to  bear  against  a  psephism,  became  a  power- 
ful political  weapon  and  a  potent  means  of  obstruction.  The 
passing  of  a  psephism  might  be  obstructed  by  any  one  who 
chose  to  rise  and  affirm  upon  oath  {hypomosia)  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  indict  the  proposer  of  the  psephism  for  illegality. 
Whether  there  was  any  provision  by  which  obstruction  of  this 
kind  could  be  checked  in  case  of  urgency  does  not  appear.  If 
the  resolution  had  already  been  voted  upon  and  accepted  by 
the  people,  it  was  still  open  for  any  citizen  to  state  his  inten- 
tion of  bringing  an  indictment,  and  the  psephism  could  not 
come  into  operation  until  the  case  had  been  duly  tried.  The 
trial  was  conducted  according  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  Attic 
law,  and  the  penalty,  if  the  accuser  made  good  his  case,  was 
assessed  by  the  court  when  it  had  heard  what  penalty  the 
accuser  on  the  one  hand  proposed  should.be  inflicted,  and  what 
on  the  other  hand  the  condemned  person  proposed  as  being 
adequate. 

The  ecclesia,  like  other  popular  assemblies,  showed  a  tendency 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  powers.  This  tendency  was  partly 
due  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  which  properly  fell 
to  the  share  of  the  ecclesia,  and  was  consequent  upon  the 
growth  of  the  country  and  the  development  of  more  complex 
conditions  in  social  and  political  life.  It  was,  however,  still 
more  the  consequence  of  a  species  of  political  gravitation,  in  virtue 
of  which  the  more  or  most  powerful  element  in  a  constitution 
attracts  to  itself  yet  greater  powers.  In  Athens,  it  was  at  the 
expense  of  the  magistrates  that  the  popular  assembly  increased 
in  power;  and  this  may  be  ascribed  partly  to  the  suspicion 
which  democracy  usually  exhibits  towards  its  servants,  when 
it  does  not  fall  into  the  opposite  excess  of  adulation,  and 
partly  to  the  impossibility  of  reasonably  intrusting  much  re- 
sponsibility to  officials  chosen  by  lot.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  to  be  noted  that  there  was  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
ecclesia  to  relieve  itself  of  some  of  its  labours,  and  to  devolve 
its  judicial  powers  on  to  the  law  courts,  and  the  execution  of  its 
resolutions  on  to  the  houlS. 


ATHENS  503 

It  will  be  well  to  mention  first  amongst  the  powers  of  the 
ecclesia,  that  of  electing  all  magistrates  who  were  chosen  by 
vote,  and  not  by  lot,  as  this  is  an  important  difiPerence  between 
it  and  the  popular  assemblies  of  modem  Europe.  In  the  next 
place,  for  the  same  reason,  it  is.  important  to  state  once  more 
that  though  in  the  fifth  century  b.g.  the  ecclesia  together  with  the 
baulS  made  laws,  in  the  fourth  century  ac.  the  ecclesia  ceased  to 
be  a  proper  legislative  assembly  :  legislation  was  far  from  being 
so  important  a  function  of  the  sovereign  body  in  Athens  as  it 
has  been  of  Parliament  in  England  since  the  time  of  George  II. 
Questions  of  foreign  policy,  of  peace  or  war,  the  contracting  of 
treaties  and  alliances,  were  debated  and  finally  decided  in  the 
ecclesia.  With  the  actual  conduct  of  war  the  ecclesia  inter- 
fered so  far  as  to  decide  how  many  generals,  and  which,  should 
be  intrusted  with  a  given  campaign.  A  statement  of  the 
public  revenue  was  submitted  to  it  every  prytany;  it  voted 
money  away,  and  it  decreed  the  imposition  of  extraordinary 
taxes.  The  judicial  powers  of  the  ecclesia  call  for  a  separate 
paragraph. 

We  have  already  seen  that  it  was  competent  for  any  citizen 
to  lay  an  information  {eisangelia)  before  the  botdS  to  the  effect 
that  revolutionary  or  treasonable  designs  were  meditated  by  a 
certain  person  or  persons,  or  that  an  orator  had  been  guilty  of 
corrupt  speaking.  It  was  also  open  to  the  accuser,  if  he  pre- 
ferred, to  lay  the  information,  through  the  prytaneis,  before  the 
ecclesia.  If,  after  hearing  the  accuser  and  the  accused,  and 
probably  any  other  citizen  who  chose  to  speak,  the  assembly 
resolved  to  take  action  upon  the  information,  it  might  either 
remit  the  charge  to  a  law  court,  with  instructions  as  to  the 
penalty  to  be  inflicted  if  the  accuser  made  out  his  case,  or  it 
might  have  the  matter  brought  by  a  probouleuma  before  it  for 
trial,  in  which  case  the  trial  must  take  place  in  an  ecclesia 
numbering  at  least  six  thousand  citizens. 

Whereas,  in  the  case  of  informations  laid  against  traitors, 
the  ecclesia  might  try  the  charges  itself  if  it  thought  fit,  in 
the  case  of  charges  against  sycophants  or  against  those  persons 
alleged  to  have  desecrated  the  sanctity  of  certain  festivals,  the 
demos  exercised  no  such  power ;  but  if  it  thought  the  allegation 
(irpoPokrj\  made  out,  it  remitted  the  case  for  trial  to  the  ordinary 
law  courts.  The  allegation  had  to  be  made  in  writing,  and 
handed  in  to  the  prytaneis,  who  were  constrained  to  bring  all 
such  cases  arising  out  of  a  festival  before  the  next  ecclesia  held 
after  the  festival  The  assembly  heard  both  the  accuser  and 
the  accused,  and  then  pronounced  its  opinion.     If  it  decided 
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other  taxes  and  tolls  were  farmed :  the  state  sold  the  right  of 
collecting  a  tax  to  the  highest  bidder.  Thus  the  Athenian 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue  was  absolutely  simple :  no  army 
of  tax-gatherers  was  needed,  there  was  no  wondering  how  much 
a  tax  would  produce,  and  the  state's  accounts  were  so  simplified 
that  "  leakage  "  was  too  easily  detected  to  be  attempted.  But 
there  were  drawbacks.  Liturgies  must  have  fallen  much  more 
heavily  on  citizens  who  performed  them  with  an  eye  to  the 
public  good  than  on  those  whose  single  object  was  to  save 
themselves  expense.  The  fleet  suffered  especially  from  trier- 
archs  who  scamped  their  work;  and  the  mobilisation  of  the 
navy  was  seriously  hindered  by  the  system  of  antidosis.  The 
rich  man  on  whom  was  imposed  the  duty  of  collecting  the  war- 
tax,  indemnified  himself  liberally  for  his  trouble.  And,  as  for 
the  system  of  farming  the  taxes,  the  labour  of  collecting  a  tax 
must,  under  any  system  whatever,  be  paid  for  by  the  state ;  but 
in  addition  to  this  the  "  farmer/'  in  the  farming  system,  has 
to  make  his  profit — ^at  the  cost  of  the  state. 


CHAPTER  XII 

THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  ATHENS 

To  the  modem  reader,  familiar  with  a  state  of  things  in  which 
power  is  exercised  by  the  majority  in  a  representative  assembly, 
and  by  certain  officials  elected  by  that  majority,  and  in  which 
consequently  political  parties  exist  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a 
majority  and  getting  into  office,  the  term  "  government "  ia  apt 
to  imply  "  party-government."  It  may  therefore  be  well,  now 
that  we  have  examined  the  organs  of  government  in  Athens, 
to  inquire  whether  Athens  was  at  any  time  familiar  with 
government  by  party. 

Now  there  certainly  were  political  parties  in  Athens.  At 
the  beginning  of  things,  in  what  is  called  in  the  newly  dis- 
covered Athenian  ComtittUion  'Hhe  first  constitution,''  there 
were  at  Athens  as  at  Rome  the  two  parties  of  those  who  had 
all  the  political  power,  and  those  who  had  no  political  rights. 
Then  when  the  people  had  risen  in  revolt,  and  by  the  arbitra- 
tion of  Solon  had  been  admitted  into  the  constitution,  there 
continued  to  be  party  divisions.  Indeed,  by  this  time  there 
had  come  to  be  not  two  but  three  political  parties,  e.g.,  the 
Eupatridffi,  the  AgroBci,  and  the  Demiurgi,  or  the  parties  of  the 
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Shore,  the  Mountain,  and  the  Plain,  contending  for  political 
power.  Then  their  struggles  for  office  were  brought  to  an 
end  by  the  action  of  Pisistratus  in  making  himself  tyrant ; 
and  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Pisistratidse,  we  find  once  more 
that  the  number  of  contending  political  parties  is  two,  the 
upper  classes,  led  by  Isagoras,  and  the  people,  led  by  Clistheues. 
Each  leader  apparently  called  extra-constitutional  forces  into 
play,  wlien  he  could  not  obtain  power  in  a  constitutional 
manner:  Clisthenes  invoked  those  Athenians  who  were  still 
outside  the  constitution,  and  promised  fuller  powers  to  those 
whose  political  rights  were  restricted;  while  Isagoras  invited 
the  armed  assistance  of  the  Spartans.  Victory  remained  with 
Clisthenes,  who  employed  his  triumph,  not  as  Pisistratus,  to 
make  himself  tyrant,  but  to  give  Athens  a  democratic  constitu- 
tion. Under  this  constitution  the  division  into  two  political 
parties  continued ;  and  the  oligarchs  or  upper  classes  were  led 
by  Miltiades  and  the  democrats  by  Xanthippus.  Their  rivalry 
was  presumably  conducted  on  constitutional  lines  for  objects 
which  the  constitution  allowed  to  be  aimed  at  But  when  the 
council  of  the  Areopagus,  by  its  patriotic  conduct  of  aifairs  in  the 
Persian  wars  and  its  triumph  in  the  battle  of  Salamis,  became  the 
dominant  power  in  the  constitution,  then  the  political  contest 
centred  round  the  powers  of  the  Areopagus ;  and  as  the  aim  of 
the  democratic  party  was  to  efiect  a  reform  of  the  constitution 
for  which  no  constitutional  method  was  provided,  the  struggle 
again  became  revolutionary  rather  than  an  ordinary  party 
struggle  for  power  and  place,  and  was  waged  on  imconstitu- 
tional  lines — assassination  on  the  one  side,  and  force  on  the 
other.  The  Areopagus  was  stripped  of  its  power  by  Ephialtes 
and  Pericles;  the  Peloponnesian  war  began,  and  during  its 
continuance  party-divisions  were  on  the  absorbing  question  of 
peace  or  war,  Nicias  firsts  and  after  him  Theramenes  leading 
the  upi>er  classes  or  oligarchs,  the  peace  party;  whilst  the 
democrat«i,  who  were  fighting  in  the  interests  of  democracy 
throughout  Greece,  were  the  war  party,  and  were  led,  after 
Pericles,  by  Cleon,  then  by  Cleophon,  and  then  by  undistin- 
gnished  demagogues. 

From  even  this  hasty  sketch  of  political  parties  in  Athens 
before  the  fourth  century,  it  will  be  clear  that  at  certain 
periods  political  struggles  at  Athens  were  very  different  from 
the  party  contests  of  modern  times.  The  latter  are  directed 
towards  obtaining  a  party  majority  by  legitimate  methods  for 
constitutional  ends.  In  Athens,  however,  before  Solon,  con- 
stitutional agitation  was  impossible :  the  politically  disinherited 
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members  of  the  community  could  only  obtain  admission  to 
constitutional  rights  by  the  use  or  the  threat  of  force — ^iheir 
difficulty  was  not  to  obain  a  majority  (there  was  already  a 
majority),  but  to  induce  the  minority  to  part  with  some  of  the 
political  power  which  was  vested  entirely  in  the  minority. 
After  the  time  of  Clisthenes,  the  same  unconstitutional  methods 
for  unconstitutional  ends  continued  to  be  used,  but  now  it  was 
no  longer  the  people  but  the  oligarchs  who  organised  themselves 
into  a  revolutionary  party.  By  the  constitution  of  Clisthenes, 
and  the  overthrow  of  the  Areopagus,  the  oligarchs  were  as 
effectually  excluded  from  all  possibility  of  governing  the  state 
as  the  irXrjBos  had  been  excluded  from  political  power  under 
the  "  first "  or  pre-Solonian  constitution ;  and  from  the  time  of 
Isagoras  the  oligarchical  party  was  apt  to  conduct  treacherous, 
traitorous  negotiations  with  the  enemies  of  the  state,  in  the 
vain  hope  of  thereby  revolutionising  the  constitution,  and  so 
regaining  the  political  ascendency  which  they  had  lost.  Thus, 
although  in  a  modern  country  a  political  party  may  adopt  a 
policy  which  aims  at  changes  in  the  constitution,  and  can  only 
carry  that  policy  into  effect  by  force  or  the  threat  of  force,  still 
that  is  something  very  different  from  what  we  mean  in  the 
ordinary  way  by  party  government,  the  legitimate  competi- 
tion of  political  parties  on  constitutional  lines  for  place  and 
power. 

Nevertheless,  government  by  party  was  not  unknown  at 
Athens,  as  is  clear  from  the  Athenian  Constitution.  The  writer 
of  that  work  describes,  in  c.  1 3,  the  state  of  things  after  Solon's 
legislation:  there  were  three  poUtical  parties,  the  £upatrids, 
Agrodci,  and  Demiurgi ;  they  competed  with  each  other  to  fill 
up  the  archonships  with  members  of  their  own  party,  and  the 
office  of  the  archon  was  the  stronghold  which  each  party 
specially  endeavoured  to  obtain  for  itself;  finally,  to  prevent 
the  deadlocks  which  were  continually  recurring,  the  number 
of  archons  was  raised  to  ten,  and  it  was  arranged  that  five 
archons  should  always  be  Eupatridae,  three  Agreed,  and  two 
Demiurgi.  From  these  facts  the  writer  draws  the  inference 
that  the  archon  was  the  magistrate  who  then  possessed  the 
greatest  (K)wer ;  and  his  inference  commends  itself  as  correct, 
for  one  of  the  conditions  of  government  by  party  is  that  the 
people  should  not  themselves  govern,  but  should  delegate  the 
power  of  government  to  some  person  or  body  elected  by  them. 
When  this  condition  is  fulfilled,  political  parties  have  a  con- 
stitutional object  to  aim  at,  and  may  legitimately  organise 
themselves  for  the  purpose :  in  a  word,  government  by  party  ia 
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possible,  for  the  constitution  gives  the  power  of  government  to 
the  party  which  can  secure  a  mcgority. 

It  seems  then  that  the  idea  of  party  government  was  in- 
telligible at  Athens  to  a  writer  of  the  fourth  century  B.G.,  and 
that  it  was  in  all  probability  the  actual  form  of  government 
immediately  after  the  reforms  of  Solon.  We  may  now  take 
a  step  farther,  and  may  be  sure,  that  as  long  as  the  power  of 
governing  the  country  was  placed  by  the  constitution  in  the 
hands  of  any  official  or  board  of  officials,  party  organisations 
and  party  struggles  would  be  directed  towards  obtaining  that 
office.  Now  by  the  fourth  century,  the  archons,  as  we  have  seen 
in  a  previous  chapter,  had  lost  all  real  powers  as  a  judiciary, 
and  retained  only  formal  authority  and  routine  work,  which 
involved  not  much  more  responsibility  than  attaches  to  an 
usher  in  a  law  court.  As  for  their  political  powers,  there  is 
nothing  whatever  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  they  had  any  in 
the  time  of  the  Peloponnesian  war ;  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  they  had  lost  them  all,  or  nearly  all  long  before  ;  for  from 
487  B.C.  onwards,  the  archons  were  chosen  no  longer  directly 
by  the  people  (but  by  a  combination  of  sortition  and  election), 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  the  supreme  power  of  the  state  would 
be  placed  by  the  democracy  in  the  hands  of  officials  over  whose 
election  it  had  no  direct  control  from  b.c.  487,  and  no  control 
whatever  in  later  times,  when  the  appointment  was  by  sortition 
alone. 

Since  then  the  archons,  at  some  time  or  other,  lost  the 
political  power  which,  shortly  after  Solon's  reforms,  had  been 
so  gpceat  that  Damasias,  having  been  elected  archon,  continued 
to  stick  to  the  post  till  he  was  forcibly  expelled,  the  question 
arises.  To  whom  was  this  political  power  transferred  1  Who 
governed  Athens  when  the  archons  ceased  to  govern^  In 
answer  to  these  questions,  it  has  been  sought  to  show  that  in  the 
second  half  of  the  fifth  century  b.c.  and  throughout  the  fourth 
century  B.C.,  the  strategi  were  the  government  of  Athens.  The 
strategi  came  to  be  elected  officials  about  the  same  time  as  direct 
election  ceased  to  be  used  in  the  case  of  (he  archons  :  the  poli- 
tical powers  of  the  strategi  certainly  increased  as  those  of  the 
archons  decreased ;  there  was  one  member  of  the  board  of 
strategi  who  is  conjectured  to  have  been  superior  to  the  rest, 
and  who  may  at  this  time  have  been,  as  the  archon  was  in  the 
time  of  Damasias,  "  the  magistrate  who  possessed  the  greatest 
power ; "  and  finally  we  find  that  the  men  who  actually  directed 
the  policy  of  Athens,  such  as  Pericles  and  Nicias,  were  strategi. 
In  fine,  the  board   of  strategi   were  the  ministry,   and  the 
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arparqy^  avTOKpartap  was  the  prime  minister.  They  were 
elected  for  a  year.  During  their  year  of  office  they  goYemed 
the  country,  and  the  party  which  put  them  into  office  was  in 
power  for  the  year. 

The  discovery  of  the  *A&rjvaUiv  irokireia  has,  however,  ren- 
dered this  view  untenable.  The  powers  of  the  strategi  in  tlie 
fourth  century  rc,  as  there  described,  are  not  of  the  va^ue 
kind  which  the  theory  requires  :  they  are  precisely  defined,  the 
ecclesia  determines  precisely  which  strategus  shall  undertake 
what  duties ;  and  above  all,  the  board,  instead  of  having  a 
free  hand  for  a  year,  was  liable  to  be  pulled  up  once  a  month. 
**  The  appointment  of  these  officers  is  submitted  for  confinna- 
tion  each  prytany,  when  the  question  is  put  whether  they  are 
considered  to  be  doing  their  duty.  If  any  officer  is  rejected 
on  this  vote,  he  is  tried  in  the  law  court,  and  if  he  is  found 
guilty,  the  people  decide  what  punishment  or  fine  shall  be  in- 
flicted on  him ;  but  if  he  is  acquitted,  he  holds  office  for 
the  rest  of  his  term.''  (Kenyon,  c.  6i.)  A  board  of  officials^ 
who  are  instructed  by  the  ecclesia  exactly  what  they  are  to 
do,  and  are  promptly  prosecuted  if  they  are  suspected  of  not 
doing  it,  can  hardly  be  called  a  government  or  compared  to  a 
modern  "ministry." 

We  still  are  in  need  of  an  answer  to  the  question.  To  whom 
were  transferred  the  powers  of  government  such  as  the  archon 
of  the  time  of  Damasias  enjoyed  ?  But  inasmuch  as  they  cer- 
tainly were  not  transferred  to  the  board  of  strategi,  we  may  be 
confident  they  were  not  transferred  to  any  other  officers  of  state, 
for  the  ecclesia  allowed  even  less  discretionary  powers  to  the 
other  officials,  who  were  chosen  by  lot,  than  to  the  strategi,  who 
were  elected  by  the  ecclesia  itself.  Now  we  have  already  seen 
that  the  judicial  powers  which  were  originally  exercised  by  the 
archoDs  were  by  degrees  and  eventually  wholly  absorbed  by  the 
dikasts,  over  whom  the  archons  nominally  presided;  in  the 
same  way  the  members  of  the  ecclesia  came  by  degrees  to  in- 
struct the  strategi  in  what  they  were  to  do,  and  so  absorbed 
almost  entirely  such  discretionary  powers  as  the  strategi  may 
originally  have  had.  What  is  true  of  the  strategi  is  a  fortiori 
true  of  the  other  and  less  important  officials :  in  all  matters 
requiring  the  exercise  of  discretionary  power  they  took  their 
orders  from  the  ecclesia — mere  routine  work  was  all  that  was 
left  otherwise  to  them.  Hence  it  was  that  their  election  could 
safoly  be  left  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  lot.  In  fine,  all  the 
decisions  which  in  a  modern  parliamentary  state  would  be 
taken  by  the  ministry  or  government  were  at  Athens  settled  by 
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a  vote  of  the  ecclesia.^  Thus  the  ecclesia  delegated  a  minimum 
of  power  even  to  the  strategi,  the  most  important  of  its  official 
boards,  and  that  minimum  of  power  only  for  a  minimum  of 
time.  In  Rome  the  consuls  had  no  power  as  against  the  Senate, 
because  the  consuls  held  office  for  a  year  only,  whilst  the  Senate 
went  on  for  ever.  How  much  less  then  could  the  strategi  gain 
or  exercise  power  when  they  held  office,  not  for  a  year  but  from 
month  to  month,  and  only  on  condition  of  good  behaviour,  i.e., 
of  behaving  as  the  ecclesia  wished  ? 

The  ecclesia  then  was  as  absolute  as  the  House  of  Commons 
in  England  would  be,  if  it  were  the  only  estate  of  the  recdm, 
and  its  resolutions  had  the  force  of  law.  The  ecclesia  was  the 
sole  source  of  power,  and  it  delegated  none  which  could  be  used 
against  it  or  which  could  give  to  an  official  independent  power. 
In  a  word  there  was  at  Athens,  in  the  fourth  century,  no  office 
the  possession  of  which  gave  to  the  party  holding  it  the  power 
of  governing  the  country,  as  the  archonship  gave  to  Damasias 
and  his  party  in  early  times.  But  this  does  not  of  itself  prove 
that  government  by  party  was  unknown.  There  were  certainly 
political  parties,  and  if  any  one  or  any  combination  of  them 
held  together  for  any  length  of  time,  and  habitually  voted 
together,  that  party  would  for  that  time  govern  Athens.  In 
the  Peloponnesian  war,  one  party,  the  war-party,  did  as  a 
matter  of  fact  hold  together  and  control  the  policy  of  Athens 
for  many  years.  "  War-party,"  however,  is  not  perhaps  the 
best  term,  for  the  party  in  question  was  the  democratic  party, 
and  the  policy  of  the  party  happened  to  be  war.  Now  the 
democratic  party  existed  long  before  the  Peloponnesian  war ; 
indeed,  the  author  of  the  Athenian  GonstHtUion  designates  even 
Solon  by  the  semi-official  title  (irpooTdrrjs  rov  Srjfuiv)  which  was 
given  to  its  recognised  leader.  We  must  recognise  therefore 
that  under  appropriate  conditions  a  party  might  hold  together 
and  act  together  in  the  ecclesia  for  generations ;  and  as  long 
as  it  did  so,  it  governed  Athens,  and  its  leader  bore  some  re- 
semblance to  a  prime  minister.  And  here  it  may  perhaps  be 
well  to  consider  some  of  the  resemblances  and  some  of  the 
differences  between  the  wpocrrdrris  rov  S^/iov  and  a  prime 
minister. 

To  begin  with  some  small  points :  irpwrrdTqi  rov  ^/xov,  or 
leader  of  the  people,"  was  a  designation  given  only  to  the 


(( 


^  See  on  this  point  Mr.  J.  W.  Headlam's  convincing  aiguments  in  his 
valnable  work,  Kleciion  by  Lot  at  Athen$,  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  this 
and  some  other  points  in  this  chapter. 
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chief  of  the  democratic  party.  The  chief  of  the  aristocratic  partj 
had  no  corresponding  designation.  Next,  the  popular  leader 
was  vpoardrrjs  rov  Stqfiov,  whether  a  majority  of  the  ecclesia 
voted  with  him  or  against  him.  Again,  there  was  no  post  or 
office  of  irpwrrdTqs  created  by  law ;  there  was  no  legal  process 
of  appointment.  In  the  same  way,  in  England  there  is  no 
office  of  prime  minister  known  to  constitutional  law,  and  con- 
sequently no  legal  appointment  to  the  post,  any  more  than 
there  is  to  the  post  of  "leader  of  the  opposition."  A  man 
remained  ^r/ooorarr/s,  as  a  man  remains  prime  minister,  just  so 
long  as  he  retains  the  confidence  of  his  party. 

So  much  for  minor  points.  We  have  now  to  consider  the 
more  important  point  of  the  relations  existing  between  each 
kind  of  leader  and  his  party,  what  control  the  leader  could 
exercise  over  his  party,  and  what  control  the  party  could 
exercise  over  its  leader.  In  the  latter  respect  the  Trpfxrrnmfi 
and  the  premier  were  in  much  the  same  position :  both  were 
under  a  patent  obligation  to  produce  a  policy  which  met  the 
wishes  of  their  followers,  or  else  their  followers  would  no 
longer  follow.  In  both  the  ancient  and  the  modern  instance, 
the  party  has  only  one  weapon  as  against  its  leader,  viz.,  to 
vote  against  him.  But  when  we  come  to  examine  the  armouiy 
of  the  two  leaders,  we  find  that  the  weapons  which  the 
irpooTarqs  could  use  to  check  or  punish  a  revolt  are  not  to  be 
compared  with  those  at  the  disposal  of  a  prime  minister.  In 
other  words,  the  instruments  of  party  discipline  which  modem 
civilisation  has  discovered  were  practically  unknown  in  Athens. 
This  difference  between  the  position  of  the  wpoardTqs  and  that 
of  the  premier  has  its  root  in  the  fundamental  difference 
between  the  ecclesia  and  a  modem  parliament  A  parliament 
is  a  representative  body ;  the  ecclesia  was  not.  A  place  in 
Parliament  is  an  object  of  ambition  ;  hence  the  first  hold  which 
a  premier  has  over  a  follower  who  shows  signs  of  recalcitrance : 
the  party  organisation  can  be  used  to  prevent  the  re-election  of 
the  offending  member.  Next,  election  is  expensive,  and  the 
premier  having  (by  custom)  the  power  of  dissolving  whenever 
he  thinks  fit,  has  the  power  of  inflicting  what  is  practically  a 
money  fine  on  his  followers  if  they  are  insubordinate,  besides 
exposing  them  to  possible  exclusion  from  the  next  Parliament 
But  above  all,  the  member  of  Parliament  is  induced  to  vote 
with  his  party  and  follow  his  leader,  because  he  knows  that, 
little  as  he  may  get  from  his  own  side,  he  will  get  nothing  from 
the  other :  to  defeat  the  government  is  to  cause  it  to  resign, 
to  bring  about  a  dissolution,  and  perhaps  to  be  excluded  from 
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power  for  the  next  six  years.  Now  the  Athenian  ecclesiast 
was  not  influenced  by  any  of  these  considerations.  Not  being 
an  elected  representative,  he  could  not  be  turned  out  of  his 
seat  by  a  dissolution  or  be  kept  from  re-election  by  any  party 
organisation.  Above  all,  if  he  voted  against  his  leader  and 
caused  his  leader's  psephisma  on  any  question  to  be  lost,  he 
did  not  thereby  bring  about  a  dissolution  or  do  anything  which 
tended  to  exclude  his  party  from  power.  On  one  item  of  the 
day's  programme  the  vpooTdrrj^  rov  Sf/jfjiov  might  carry  his 
motion,  on  the  next  be  defeated,  on  the  t&ird  be  successful ; 
but  he  did  not  pass  therefore  thrice  from  power  to  opposition 
and  back  again,  nor  was  the  government  turned  out  or  brought 
in  again. 

Thus  the  irpooTdrrjs  had  not  the  resources  for  keeping  his 
party  together  which  a  modern  minister  has  at  his  command ; 
and  other  causes  which  tend  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  a 
modern  party  were  unknown  at  Athens.  The  ecclesia  was 
not,  like  a  parliament,  a  legislative  assembly ;  consequently,  the 
ecclesiast  who  was  interested  in  one  legislative  proposal  had  no 
inducement  to  support  a  piece  of  legislation  in  which  he  had  no 
interest)  because  his  party  would  go  to  pieces  if  he  did  not 
support  it)  and  so  his  own  bill  stand  no  chance  of  becoming 
law.  Again,  there  were  no  executive  posts  to  which  an 
ambitious  man  might  aspire,  if  he  distinguished  himself  by 
party  services ;  and  finally,  there  was  no  "  Spoils  system," 
as  in  the  United  States,  by  which  it  became  the  pecuniary 
interest  of  the  rank  and  file  to  stick  to  their  party  through 
thick  and  thin. 

Thus,  though  there  was  nothing  at  Athens  to  prevent  a 
party  from  governing,  if  only  it  would  vote  steadily  together, 
there  were  none  of  the  inducements  of  modern  times  to  make 
the  party  hold  together.  And  yet,  in  the  fifth  century  b.c.,  at 
any  rate,  one  party  did  hold  together  and  govern  for  years — 
and  those  years  were  not  the  least  glorious  in  the  history  of 
Athen&  Throughout  that  century  there  were  two,  and  only 
two  political  parties,  the  democrats  and  the  aristocrats;  and 
yet  where  there  were  so  few  inducements  to  a  party  to  preserve 
its  unity,  we  might  have  reasonably  expected  that  there  would 
be  as  many  different  groups  as  there  were  different  questions 
to  be  settled  by  the  ecclesia — there  is  no  reason  apparent 
why  people  should  take  the  same  view  of  one  question  (say 
Free  Trade)  because  they  happen  to  agree  on  another  totally 
different  question  (say  the  Referendum).  The  explanation  of 
the   fact  that  in   England  we  have— not  as  many  different 
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groups  as  we  have  different  political  measures,  but — two  great 
political  parties,  is,  according  to  Prof essor  Sidgwick  (Elenimtsj)/ 
PolitieSy  p.  568),  this :  *'  The  decisive  impulse  towards  a  per- 
manently dual  organisation  of  parties  appears  to  be  given  bj 
intrusting  to  the  constituencies,  along  with  the  election  of 
members  of  a  central  legislative  assembly,  the  practical  choice 
of  the  chief  or  leading  members  of  the  central  executive." 
But  there  was  no  such  impulse  at  work  in  ancient  Athens,  and 
there  is  no  such  permanently  dual  organisation  of  parties  in 
modern  France  or  Germany.  We  must  therefore,  in  order  to 
explain  the  permanently  dual  organisation  of  Athenian  parties 
in  the  fifth  century,  fall  back  upon  the  consideration  (in  the 
same  writer's  words,  p.  566),  "  that  the  most  obvious  division 
of  interests  is  that  between  the  poor  and  the  rich ;  and  that 
this  must  tend  to  coincide  broadly  with  the  division  between 
the  advocates  of  government  by  the  people  and  the  advocates  of 
government  by  a  highly  educated  minority."  The  division  be- 
tween rich  and  poor  being  a  lasting  (if  not  an  everlasting)  one, 
may  account  then  for  the  permanently  dual  organisation  of  poli- 
tical parties  in  England,  and  in  the  Athens  of  the  fifth  century. 
Nor  is  this  explanation  discredited  by  the  fact  that  the  same 
division  did  not  in  the  fourth  century,  and  does  not  in  France 
or  Germany  produce  the  same  dual  organisation.  With  the 
latter  two  countries  we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  dual  organisation  from  the  Athens  of  the  fourth 
century  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  party  which  is 
permanently  in  a  hopeless  minority  becomes  dispirited  and 
ceases  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  majority.  Such  a  minority, 
when  it  has  realised  that  its  prospects  are  desperate,  turns  to 
unconstitutional  practices  and  treasonable  negotiations  as  surely 
as  a  majority  which  is  denied  its  political  rights  resorts  to 
force.  And  when  these  last  desperate  remedies  have  been 
sought  in  vain,  the  dispirited  minority  ceases  to  struggle.  Now 
a  minority  may  entertain  hope  of  converting  itself  into  a 
majority  as  long  as  it  can  resist  the  public  opinion,  the  domi- 
nant sentiment,  to  which  it  is  opposed.  But  it  needs  assistance 
if  it  is  successfully  to  resist  the  dominant  sentiment^  and  from 
Athens  all  the  causes  which  in  a  modern  country  make  for 
resistance  were  absent.  Under  a  representative  system  public 
opinion  has  to  act  through  its  representatives,  and  hence  its  sway 
is  not  continuous  or  complete.  In  Athens  its  sway  was  direct 
and  as  uniform  in  its  pressure  as  the  atmosphere.  In  the  large 
nation  states  of  modem  times,  *'  variety  of  social  conditions,  of 
modes  of  life,  of  religious  belief  prove  centres  of  resistance  to 
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the  dominant  sentiment."  In  Athens  the  conditions  of  exist- 
ence were  so  homogeneous  that  no  centres  of  resistance  could 
be  formed.  Finally,  the  smaller  a  community  is  the  more 
tyrannical  is  public  opinion ;  and  Athens  was  small. 

It  is  plain  that  the  democratic  reforms  of  Clisthenes,  far- 
reaching  as  they  were,  could  only  have  been  carried  because 
the  democratic  sentiment  was  at  the  time  overwhelming  in 
Athens.  But  it  was  the  very  conviction  that  it  was  irresis- 
tible which  threw  the  aristocratic  party  into  despair  and  drove 
its  leader,  Isagoras,  into  treasonable  communications  with 
Sparta.  When  these  failed,  and  the  democratic  reforms  of 
Clisthenes  had  been  accomplished,  the  aristocratic  party  would, 
we  may  well  imagine,  have  disappeared  and  party  government 
would  have  come  to  an  end,  as  it  did  by  the  beginning  of  the 
fourth  century,  if  the  aristocrats  had  not  discovered  in  the 
Council  of  the  Areopagus  an  unexpected  stronghold  of  con- 
servative opinion.  This  reinforcement  gave  the  conservative 
party  hope,  and  encouraged  it  to  perform  its  functions  as  a 
constitutional  party,  in  a  constitutional  manner,  because  it 
enabled  it  to  cope  with  the  opposite  party  with  some  prospect 
of  moderate  and  reasonable  success.  But  the  Areopagus  was 
the  last  chance  of  the  conservative  party — and,  we  may  add, 
of  the  democratic  party  too,  for  when  the  former  was  banished 
from  practical  politics,  the  latter  could  have  no  raison  d'Hre^ 
and  as  a  party  carrying  on  the  work  of  government  by  party 
was  bound  to  disappear  too.  Hence  the  period  of  the  Pelo- 
ponnesian  war  may  be  regarded  in  one  way  as  being  a  period 
of  party  government,  in  another  way  as  not.  The  moderate 
and  patriotic  conservatives,  such  as  Nicias,  continued  faithful 
to  the  traditions  of  party  action  on  constitutional  lines,  and 
offered  a  formal  opposition  to  the  dominant  democratic  party, 
which  just  provided  an  inducement  to  the  democrats  to  hold 
together  and  not  split  up  into  perpetually  changing  political 
groups.  But  that  this  opposition  was  dispirited  and  hopeless, 
and  that  the  active  spirits  in  the  aristocratic  party  had  with- 
drawn their  energies  from  the  constitutional  methods  of  party 
government,  is  shown  by  the  intrigues  which  culminated  in 
the  establishment,  by  assassination  and  terrorism,  of  the  Four 
Hundred  and  of  the  Thirty  Tyrants.  When  these,  the  last 
despairing  attempts  of  a  party  hopelessly  incapable  of  coping 
by  fair  means  with  the  dominant  democratic  sentiment,  had 
failed,  the  conservatives  as  a  political  party,  taking  its  share 
in  the  responsibility  of  governing  the  country,  disappeared; 
and  in  the  fourth  century  B.O.,  there  was  no  longer  a  per- 
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manently  dual  organisation  of  political  parties.  Grovemment 
by  party  no  longer  existed.  Government  by  groups  took  its 
place.     This  was  on  the  whole  a  consummation  to  be  deplored. 

The  two-party  system  may  be  judged  either  by  its  results  or 
by  a  priori  considerations.  Beginning  with  the  latter,  we  may 
observe,  first,  that  in  a  free  country,  if  it  is  to  be  free,  every 
variety  of  opinion  must  be  allowed  free  expression :  conse- 
quently the  tendency  of  the  majority  to  override  and  disregard 
the  opinion  of  the  minority  is  one  to  be  resisted  and  corrected 
by  the  statesman,  especially  if  the  minority  is  one  which  from 
the  nature  of  the  case  cannot  hope  to  convert  itself  even 
occasionally  into  a  majority,  and  yet  is  a  permanent  element 
in  the  composition  of  society.  Next»  it  is  essential  to  the 
well-being  of  a  state  not  only  that  diversity  of  opinion  should 
have  free  expression,  but  that  diversity  of  opinion  should  be 
encouraged  to  exist.  Public  opinion  may  become  a  terrible 
instrument  of  oppression,  therefore  it  is  desirable  that  as  many 
sources  as  possible  should  contribute  to  the  formation  of  public 
opinion,  in  order  that  it  may  see  a  thing  from  all  points  of 
view  before  commending  or  condemning  it. 

These  a  pi'iori  considerations  may  seem  at  first  to  favour  the 
system  of  government  by  groups  rather  than  by  two  pai*tie8 ; 
but  when  they  are  applied  to  the  question  whether  it  is  desir- 
able that  one  of  these  two  parties — when  two  great  parties 
exist — should  be  reduced  by  constitutional  changes  to  a  position 
in  which  it  is  vain  for  it  to  hope  to  have  its  opinion  listened  to, 
then  these  a  priori  considerations  tell  in  favour  of  maintain- 
ing the  two-party  system.  And  further,  inasmuch  as  what  is 
necessary  to  the  existence  of  a  political  group  is  not  merely 
expression,  but  effective  expression  of  its  opinion — f.e.,  expres- 
sion resulting  in  the  realisation  of  the  group's  political  object — 
it  may  well  be  the  case  that  the  group  gets  more  by  allowing 
itself  to  be  more  or  less  absorbed  in  one  of  two  great  parties,  than 
it  would  got  if  its  only  competitors  were  other  similar  groups. 

The  test  of  ex])erience  is,  however,  more  decisive  in  favour  of 
the  two-party  system.  The  Englishman,  at  any  rate,  who  com- 
pares the  permanence  and  stability  of  his  own  system  of  govern- 
ment by  two  great  parties  with  the  perpetually  shifting  state  of 
things  in  France,  where  government  is  by  political  groups,  will 
have  little  hesitation  in  deciding  in  favour  of  the  dual  organisa- 
tion of  political  parties.  A  comparison  of  Athens  under  the 
system  of  party  government  in  the  fifth  century  ac,  and  the 
same  country  governed  in  the  fourth  century  by  groups,  tends 
in  the  same  direction.    The  former  is  the  century  of  the  Persian 
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wars,  the  latter  of  the  downfall  of  Hellas.  The  political 
groups  addressed  by  Demosthenes,  and  addressed  in  vain,  did 
not  deserve  so  well  of  their  country  as  the  great  political  parties 
to  whom  Aristides  and  the  Areopagus  appealed  to  oppose  the 
Persians.  In  a  word,  the  decisive  consideration  in  favour  of 
the  two-party  system  is  that  without  a  permanent  party  no 
permanent  policy  is  possible ;  and  in  a  democracy  you  cannot 
have  a  permanent  democratic  party  unless  you  have  a  permanent 
conservative  party,  threatening  to  take  command  if  the  demo- 
crats do  not  hold  together. 

But  though  the  working  of  the  Athenian  constitution  was 
such  as  in  the  end  to  make  government  by  party  impossible, 
yet  as  long  as  party  government  existed  it  was  conducted  with 
a  total  absence  of  all  the  drawbacks  with  which  it  is  attended 
in  modem  times.  The  evils  of  party  government  are  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  interests  of  party  tend  to  be  put  above  the 
interest  of  the  country.  The  member  of  a  political  party  in 
modem  times  may  be  aiming  at  one  of  the  offices  of  state  which 
are  assigned  to  the  leading  men  of  the  party  in  power,  and  may 
thus  have  a  paramount  interest  in  bringing  or  keeping  his  party 
in ;  and  if,  as  in  the  United  States,  the  Spoils  system  prevails, 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  party  workers  may  all  have  a  direct 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  party.  These  cormpt- 
ing  influences  were  entirely  excluded  at  Athens,  because  the 
state  officials  were  not  drawn  from  any  one  party,  but  selected 
by  lot  from  the  whole  body  of  Athenian  citizens.  In  the  next 
place,  even  when  the  modern  politician's  motives  are  free  from 
even  the  suspicion  of  pecuniary  influence,  he  may  yet  in  his 
devotion  to  his  party  vote  for  measures  of  which  he  does  not 
approve  rather  than  let  in  the  other  side.  In  Athens,  as  no 
party  could  be  in  office,  and  if  it  lost  one  motion  was  not 
thereby  debarred  from  carrying  the  next,  no  citizen  could  be 
restrained  from  voting  for  what  he  thought  best  by  the  fear  of 
thereby  turning  his  party  out  of  power.  Again,  all  the  energy 
which  in  modern  times  is  expended  on  party  organisation,  on 
keeping  the  party  united,  gaining  recruits,  exciting  party 
enthusiasm,  organising  a  party  propaganda,  and  choosing  accept- 
able party  candidates,  was  set  free  for  the  work  of  the  state 
in  Athens,  because  the  elections,  for  the  sake  of  which  party 
organisation  exists  in  modem  times,  were  unknown.  Finally, 
though  the  followers  of  the  irpoardrqs  rov  &rjfiov  could  not 
turn  him  out  of  office,  if  they  thought  he  had  betrayed  the 
country,  they  could  prosecute  him  in  the  law  courts.  The  fate 
of  Cieophon  and  Callicrates  is  instructive  as  recorded  in  the 
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'AOrfvauov  iroXircia  (c.  28) :  "It  was  Cleophon  who  first  granted 
the  two-obol  donation  for  the  theatrical  performances ;  and  for 
some  time  he  continued  to  give  it;  but  then  Callicrates  of 
Pffiania  ousted  him  by  promising  to  add  a  third  obol  to  the  sum. 
Both  of  these  persons  were  subsequently  condemned  to  death ; 
for  the  people,  even  if  they  are  deceived  for  a  time,  in  the  end 
generally  come  to  detest  those  who  have  beguiled  them  into 
any  unworthy  action''  (Kenyon's  trans.). 

To  sum  up,  then  :  throughout  its  history,  the  Athenian  com- 
munity was  divided  into  the  two  classes  of  rich  and  poor.  At 
the  beginning,  the  poor  were  excluded  by  law  (or  rather  custom), 
at  the  end  the  rich  were  excluded,  by  the  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, from  the  exercise  of  political  power.  Between  these 
two  periods,  the  division  of  society  into  the  two  classes  of  rich 
and  poor  found  its  expression  in  policies  in  the  permanently 
dual  organisation  of  political  parties.  Whilst  government  by 
party  existed,  it  was  conducted  in  a  better  and  purer  way  than 
has  ever  been  the  case  in  the  world  since.  When  the  mc^ority 
were  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  constitution,  they  used 
force  as  their  remedy;  when  the  minority  was  excluded,  it 
first  resorted  to  treason,  and  then  by  its  withdrawal  from  the 
political  arena  it  caused  the  substitution  of  government  by 
political  groups  for  government  by  political  parties,  with  the 
result  that  a  permanent  and  provident  policy  {e.g.y  against 
Philip  of  Macedon)  became  impossible. 


CHAPTER  XIII 

ATTIC  LAW 
LAWS   FOR  THE  PROTBOTION   OF   LIFB 

The  purpose  of  this  and  the  following  chapters  is  to  give  a  brief 
account  of  the  principal  laws  of  Athens  for  the  protection  of 
life  and  limb,  the  protection  of  property,  the  law  of  contracts, 
the  laws  regulating  inheritance,  marriage,  and  family  relations, 
and  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  state  from  internal  foes.  The 
laws  of  the  constitution  have  already  been  dealt  with  implicitly 
in  the  previous  chapters ;  and  "  sacral "  law  does  not  fall  within 
the  scope  of  the  present  book. 

In  the  beginning,  at  Athens  as  elsewhere,  there  were  no 
laws,  but  only  customs  ;  and  the  custom  in  any  particular  matter 
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was  what  ''everybody"  did  under  the  same  circumstances, 
6.(7.,  take  vengeance,  or  accept  wer-geld  for  the  murder  of  a 
near  kinsman.  The  state  did  not  compel  people  to  do  what 
was  customaiy,  partly  because  there  was  no  state,  but  mainly 
because  the  idea  of  doing  anything  unusual  simply  does  not 
occur  to  the  slaves  of  custom  :  their  imagination  is  undeveloped. 
Eventually,  however,  breaches  of  the  custom  do  occur ;  and, 
when  the  community's  sense  of  what  is  fitting  is  very  much 
shocked  by  them,  the  custom  is  enforced  by  the  community. 
If  the  community  habitually  enforces  its  customs,  we  get  cus- 
tomary law.  What  the  custom  is  which  regulates  any  given 
point,  e.g.,  the  succession  to  a  disputed  inheritance,  may  not  be 
known  to  every  one  :  the  younger  men  of  the  tribe,  for  instance, 
have  to  learn  it  from  the  elders.  Hence  the  rise  of  a  privileged 
class,  possessing  an  exclusive  knowledge  of  customary  law. 
Hence,  too,  a  danger  that  the  privileged  class  may  manipulate 
customary  law  in  its  own  interests.  At  this  stage  of  the 
development  of  law,  the  alphabet  became  known  in  Greece : 
custom  was  reduced  to  writing,  codified  (at  Athens  by  Draco), 
and  became  law  in  the  full  and  proper  sense  of  the  term. 

The  laws,  originally  inscribed  on  wooden  tablets,  amoves  or  Kvp- 
jScis,  and  preserved  in  the  Acropolis,  were  subsequently  engraved 
on  stelsB  which  were  set  up  in  public  places,  where  any  man  who 
had  to  resort  to  legislation  might  read  them  and  copy  such  laws 
as  he  required  for  his  own  purposes.  If  he  intended  to  quote 
any  law  in  the  trial,  he  had  to  deposit  a  copy  of  it  at  the 
dvaKpuri^y  along  with  his  other  documentary  evidence,  in  a  box, 
which  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  presiding  magistrate, 
until  the  day  when  the  trial  came  on.  The  litigant  then,  in 
making  his  speech,  when  he  wished  to  cite  the  law  in  support 
of  his  argument,  could  call  on  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  read 
the  extracts  which  he  had  put  in  at  the  anacrisia  In  our 
copies  of  the  orators,  the  points  at  which  the  speaker  broke  off, 
in  order  to  allow  the  extracts  to  be  read,  are  still  marked 
N0M02.  Now,  although  at  the  conclusion  of  a  trial  the 
speech  of  a  logographos,  such  as  Demosthenes,  would  naturally 
be  preserved  by  the  person  for  whom  it  was  written,  along  with 
all  the  documents  of  the  case,  for  future  use,  if  the  matter 
should  lead  to  further  litigation ;  still  the  speech  and  the  docu- 
ments would  be  detached  from  each  other,  and  when  copies  of 
the  speeches  of  Demosthenes  came  to  have  a  market  value  in 
virtue  of  their  literary  qualities  solely,  the  divorce  between  the 
oration  and  the  documents  would  probably  in  most  cases  be- 
come final.     And  yet  sometimes  we  find  the  laws  and  other 
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documents  inserted  at  length  in  a  speech.     What  then  are  we 
to  think  of  these  aoidisarU  laws  1      In  the  majority  of  cases 
they  are  concoctions,  constructed  out  of  the  hints  given  by  the 
speech  itself  as  to  the  contents  of  the  laws  referred  to.     Some 
of  these  interpolations  show,  by  gross  blunders,  that  the  inter- 
polator was  very  ignorant  of  the  forms  of  Attic  law.     Others 
are  constructed  so  carefully  out  of  the  indications  given  in 
the  speech  itself,  that  though  their  authority  must  always  be 
inferior  to  that  of  the  material  out  of  which  they  have  been 
constructed,  they  are   convenient,  because   compact^  for   use. 
Others  again  have  been  so  carefully  constructed — if  they  are 
concoctions — that,  even  with  a  stone-record  (e.^/.,  C.  L  A.  i.  6i) 
of  the  actual  law  as  a  test,  scholars  can  dispute  whether  they 
are  genuine  or  concocted.     Finally,  some   are  demonstrated, 
either  by  internal  evidence  or  by  inscriptions,  to  be  genuine. 
But  if  we  were  limited  to  genuine  laws,  no  considerable  corpus 
of  Attic  law  could  be  constructed.     Our  knowledge  of  Athenian 
laws  therefore  depends,  in  the  first  line,  on  the  orators,  on  the 
quotations  direct  and  indirect  which  they  make,  and  on  the 
inferences,  which  are  to  be  drawn  from  their  conduct  of  the 
case  they  are  arguing.     That  it  is  possible  to  present  an  account 
of  Attic  law  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  orators  is  due  mainly 
to  the  labours  of  Plattner,  Meier,  Schomann,  and  Lipsius  in 
Germany,  of  M.  Caillemer  in  France,  and  of  Messrs.  Kennedy, 
Wayte,  and  Sandys  in  Fngland. 

We  begin  with  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  life.  The 
original  authorities  from  which  we  have  to  draw  our"  know- 
ledge of  these  laws  are  as  follows  : — 

Eurt  8k  <l}6vov  8iKai  koI  rpavfjuiros,  av  /xcv  ck  vpovoias  oiro- 
KTclvQ  rj  rpwTQ,  €V  *Ap€4y  7ray<^,  Kot  <f>apfJLdKiav,  tav  airoKT^ivj^ 
8ovs,  KoX  trvpKaCav  ravra  yap  yj  Povkrj  fiova  Stica^ci. — Ar.  Ath, 
PoL  c  57. 

01  <fMvucol  rovs  pkv  €K  wpovoias  diroKTivvvvras  Oavdrtf  KaX 
acK^vyft^  KOI  SrjiJi€v<r€i  twv  vTrapxavrtav  f»//ito(xr4, — Dem.  Mid,  p. 

S28,§43. 

Ov8e  y ,  av  6  iradtiiv  avrhs  ci(f>y  rov  <^vov,  irplv  rcAcvn/crai, 
rhv  Spcuravra  ovStvl  tQv  koiiriav  <rvyy€vwv  c^OTftv  circ^Ui^cu. 
— Dem.  Pantcen.  p.  983,  §58. 

Thv  povXewravra  €V  tcJ)  avry  Mxta-Oai  koI  rhv  ry  x^^P^ 
ipyaxrdfjL€vov. — Andoc,  de  Myst,  p.  46,  §  94. 

Av  pAv  Tis  avSpbs  (Tw/Dia  rpuHTQ  .  .  .  avT^s  p^v  KaroL  Tovs 
vopLovs  Tovs  e^  *Ap€iov  irayov  <f>€v^€Tai  rrfv  rov  dSucrfOevros 
irdA^iv,  jcat  €oLv  Karly  cvScix^**?  Oavdrff  ^17/uiMo^o-cTaft. — [Lys.] 
Andoc.  p.  212,  §  5. 
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Tftfv  S*  aKOvtruav  Kal  PovXewr^nt^  k&v  oikcti^v  diroKTCii^  Ti9  17 
fAeroiKov  rj  ^cvov,  01  cirl  tlakXaSM^  (Sifca^ovcri). — Ibi(L 

Thv  akovra  cir  aKoixri^  ^vy  €v  rurtv  ci/oi^/ici^ois  x/^*'^^^ 
dff-eX^civ  TaKTiyv  o35v  jcai  ^cvyciv,  €<i)9  av  ai&Kn^rat  rtva  rcuv 
€v  ycvci  Tou  irc«-ovtf<{T05. — Dem.  Aristoerai.  p.  643,  §  72. 

Kat  ikfjL  firi  'k  wpovoia^  KT€ivy  rw  rivo,  <l>€vynv,  Blko^uv  8i 
Tovs  PturiXias  aljUav  ^vov  ^  )3ovXeixrca>f  rovs  ocl  jScur&Acvovras 
rot;9  o<  €9cras  ocayvcuvai. 

AiBiarturdau  8*,  cotv  /i<v  fi'ar^p  ]^  1}  oScA^bs  ^  vijs,  airavras, 
^  rhv  Kiakvovra  Kpartiv  .  .  .  iav  82  rovrcov  /if^Scls  ]^|  KT€iVQ 
Si  aica>v,  yvuMTi  6c  oi  ircvn^Kovra  icai  cfs  ol  €<f>er<u  ajcovra  Kr€iyai^ 
€a'i(r$(av  8i  01  <^paTep€s  <av  ctfcXoMrt  8ck(i,  rovroi^s  3^  oI  ircvn^ 
Kovra  icat  c2s  dpifrrCv&riv  aipeurdinv,  Kai  ol  irp6T€pov  Krcivavrcv 
cv  r^)3e  t^  Bitrfu^  cvcv€o^a>v. 

Ilpoctxciv  T^  fcrcivaKTt  €v  dyop2-  ivrhs  avc^ion^os  icai 
dvc^ioO.  (TuvSmukciv  8^  icat  dv€\j/iov^  koI  dv€^mv  ira^Sas  icat 
yaf^Ppovs  Kal  Tcvtfcpovs  Kai  <f>pdT€pas,  .  ,   . 

'£av  8c  Ttf  t5v  dvSpoifiovov  kt^Ivq  n  arrios  ^  ^i^ov,  aTrc- 
^Ofievov  ayopas  €<\>opia%  koX  ddhav  Kai  UpQv  'A/i(^tKTtovtKo>v 
wnrtp  rhv  K&r\valov  Kxtlvavra^  cia  roti  avrois  cvc;(C(rdat,  Sia- 
yivwrKtw  3^  Tovs  c^cras.  rov$  8^  aK8po^votis  c^tvat  airoicTctvciv 
icai  airayciv  cv  r^  'qfuSawQ,   Xvfxaiv&rOai    8c  /ai},  /lir/S'    diroivdv, 

— O.  L  A.  i.  61. 

'£av  r&s  TM'a  riav  dvSpo<l)6viav  tQv  €^kri\v6oTtov  &v  ra 
Xpffiiurra  hrirtfui  vkpa  6pov  ikavvy  fj  <l>€pjf  rj  dyQ^  ra  ura  o^tAciv 
6a-a  ir€p  &v  iv  tq  rfp^BawQ  hpaxTQ, — Dem.  Ai't^ocroL  p.  634, 
§44/ea?. 

'£av  8^  ifi€vyiiiv  ^vy^v  &v  atSark  kmv  alriav  ^^-q  diroKr€lvat 
rj  rpwrai  nva  rovrt^  8*  cv  ^pedrov  8iica^ovo-fv. — Ar.  Ath,  Pel*  57. 

Karct  roiv  kvSiiKVvvriav  ro\yi  Kariovra'i  dvSpo<f>6vovs  8iroi  pri 
cfcoTt  8ticas  ^vov  p^rj  €tvaL, — Dem.  Aristocrat,  p.  636,  §  51. 

'£av  8'  diroKrtlvat  piv  ris  opjoXoy^^  ^  8c  xara  roiis  i^o/iot;s, 
oloK  /iOi^^v  Xa^iav  17  cirl  SdpMpri  rj  hrl  prjrpl  rj  cir'  a8cA^  ^ 
ciTi  Bvyarpl  rj   hrl  irakXaK^  rjv   av   cir'  ikevOkpois  vaiO'lv   €)Q[f. 

■^Dem.  Aristocrat,  p.  637,  §  55. 

*H  cv  TTokkpA^  dyvorji(Tas  ^  ai'  a^X^  ayoivi^d/ACvo^,  rovri^  ciri 
AcA^tvi^  8iica{oixriv. — ^Ar.  il^A.  FoZ.  c.  57, 

'£av  T($  dp.vv6p€vos  dpyovra  \€ip!av  dSiKiav  KTtiv^^  dOtfov 
cfraiw — Orators  pamm, 

at  cai'  9cpovTa  17  ayovra  pt^  oOiiccos  cvc^  apwopjevos  Kreivy^ 
vqwowtl  Tc^vava*. — Dem.  Aristocrat,  §  60,  and  C7.  /.  il.  i  61. 

'£dv  rts  ^pjOKpariav  KarakvQ  rr)v  'AOnvrfiriv  rj  dp-)(rjv  nva 
apxQ  Karakekvpivrfs  rrjs  Sfqp4)KparCas,  irok€fuos  «crr(i>  hdrfvalfav 
Koi  vrjfiroivl  r^dvdruk — Andoc,  de  Myster.  p.  47,  §  96. 

2  L 
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"Oral'  8<  fiff  €i&Q  rhv  vovrja'avTa,  ry  Spatravri  \ay')(av€i,  $ticaL^€& 
S*  6  jSoo-iXevs  Kal  ot  ^AojSoxrtXci^  ical  ras  rcDv  d^\ii»v  koI  T^r 
dAA(i>v  {({Mtfv. — Ar.  Ath,  Pol.  57. 

To  convict  a  man,  according  to  the  English  law,  of  murder, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  that  he  intended  to  kill ;  it  suffices 
to  prove  that  he  intended  grievous  bodily  harm,  or  was  aware 
that  his  act  would  entail  grievous  bodily  harm  on  some  one 
(not  necessarily  the  deceased).  According  to  Athenian  law, 
however,  to  convict  a  man  of  the  most  criminal  offence,  viz., 
voluntary  homicide  (<^vo$  cjcovo-tos),  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  prove  the  intention  to  kill.  If  the  intent  to  kill  were  not 
established,  the  offence  would  only  be  involuntary  homicide 
(^vo9  dicoixrios).  Thus  though  all  cases  of  the  Athenian 
''  voluntary  homicide  "  would  be  English  murder,  many  offences 
which  would  be  murder  in  England  were  involuntary  homi- 
cides in  Attica. 

Athenian  law  recognised  three  kinds  of  voluntary  homicide, 
viz.,  when  death  was  caused  by  wounding,  by  poison,  by  arson. 
Voluntary  homicide,  in  whichever  way  of  these  three  caused, 
was  the  worst  offence  known  to  the  law  ;  the  court  which  tried 
this  offence  was  the  Coimcil  of  the  Areopagus,  and  the  sentence 
was  death,  and  confiscation  of  the  convict's  property — if,  that 
is  to  say,  the  accused  determined  to  stand  by  the  result  of  the 
trial,  for  it  was  permitted  him,  if  he  chose,  before  the  end  of 
the  trial,  to  withdraw  into  exile,  in  which  case  his  property  nvas 
still  confiscated  and  he  himself  became  an  exOe  for  Hfe. 

The  Athenian  law  applied  the  same  distinction  to  cases  of 
wounding  as  to  cases  of  homicide:  it  distinguished  them 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  doer.  If  the  accused 
wounded  without  intent  to  kill,  the  offence  was  one  of  assault 
or  violence  (aUla  or  v^pi^);  but  if  with  intent  to  kill,  the 
offence  (rpavfm  €k  irpovoia^)  was  more  serious  than  involuntary 
homicide,  and  almost  as  serious  as  murder :  the  court  was 
again  the  Council  of  the  Areopagus,  and  the  sentence  was 
banishment  (whether  perpetual  or  temporary  is  uncertain),  and 
confiscation  of  the  convict's  property. 

Involuntary  homicide,  t.e.,  unlawful  killing  without  intent  to 
kill,  is  an  offence  of  which  the  gravity  may  vary  considerably, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case :  a  man  may  per- 
form an  act  fraught  with  danger  to  the  life  and  limbs  of  others 
without  indeed  any  design  to  kill,  but  with  culpable  and 
criminal  indifference  to  the  consequences  of  his  action,  or  death 
may  ensue  from  an  act  which  no  one  could  foresee  would  have 
such  a  result^  e.g.,  the  act  of  the  merchant  who  cast  away  a 
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date-stone,  thereby  causing  the  death  of  the  genie's  invisible 
son.  The  latter  class  of  acts  is  plainly  much  less  criminal  than 
.the  behaviour  of  a  man  whose  intention  is  to  kill,  but  who 
only  succeeds  in  doing  grievous  bodily  harm.  It  is  therefore 
intelligible  that  for  involuntary  homicide  Attic  law  prescribed 
a  less  severe  sentence  than  for  wounding  with  intent  to  kill : 
the  latter  was  punished  by  the  Areopagus  with  exile  and 
confiscation,  the  former  by  the  Palladion  with  exile  only.  It 
is,  however,  surprising  that  no  heavier  penalty  was  inflicted  on 
the  more  culpable  forms  of  involuntary  homicide. 

Thus  far  we  have  been  dealing  with  cases  in  which  the 
accused  was  charged  with  being  the  cause  of  the  death  or 
wounds,  in  the  sense  that  he  himself  inflicted  the  wounds, 
struck  the  fatal  blow,  or  administered  the  poison  with  his  own 
hand.  But  there  is  another  sense  in  which  a  man  may  be  the 
cause  of  death  or  wounding  with  intent  to  kill :  qui  facit  per 
alium  facit  per  ee.  The  man  who  hires  or  induces  another 
to  commit  murder  is  himself  the  *'  intellectual  author  "  of  the 
crime,  and  is  morally  guilty.  Hence  Athenian  law  assigned  to 
instigation  (/^ovAcxxres)  the  same  penalties  as  to  the  actual 
commission  of  the  crime :  instigation  to  an  act  causing  and 
intended  to  cause  death  was  punished  by  the  Palladion  with 
death  and  confiscation,  in  the  same  way  that  voluntary 
homicide  was  punished  by  the  Areopagus ;  instigation  to  an 
act  intended  to  cause  death,  but  only  resulting  in  grievous 
bodily  harm,  was  visited  by  the  Palladion  with  exile  and 
confiscation,  just  as  wounding  with  intent  to  kill  entailed 
exile  and  confiscation  at  the  hands  of  the  Areopagus ;  finally, 
instigation  to  an  act  which  caused,  but  was  not  intended  to 
cause  death,  was  punished,  like  involuntary  homicide,  by  the 
Palladion  with  exile. 

The  Palladion  also  tried  cases  in  which  the  offence  was 
causing  the  death  of  non-citizens,  viz.,  foreigners,  resident 
aliens  (Metics),  freedmen  (Metics),  and  slaves.  What  the 
penalty  was  is  not  known. 

The  same  law  which  prescribed  the  penalties  for  unlawful 
homicide  and  for  wounding  with  intent  to  kill  also  prescribed 
certain  points  of  procedure.  All  such  cases  were  to  be  in- 
structed by  and  conducted  under  the  presidency  of  the  king- 
archon.  Voluntary  homicide  and  wounding  with  intent  were 
to  be  tried  by  the  Council  of  Areopagus ;  involuntary  homicide 
and  instigation  thereto,  as  well  as  instigation  to  voluntary  homi- 
cide and  wounding  with  intent,  were  to  be  tried  by  the  fifty- 
one  Ephetae,  sitting  at  the  Palladion.     The  duty  of  prosecuting 
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the  homicide,  voluntary  or  involuntary,  was  laid  by  the  law 
on  such  relatives  of  the  deceased  as  were  related  to  him  in  a 
nearer  degree  than  that  of  cousin,  to  wit,  on  father,  brothejr, 
or  sons.  They  were  legally  bound  to  give  the  murderer  the 
formal  warning  in  the  market-place,  which  was  the  indispens- 
able preliminary  to  prosecution ;  but  in  the  rest  of  the  prosecu- 
tion they  were  to  be  joined  by  the  deceased's  cousins,  cousins' 
sons,  father-in-law,  son-in-law,  and  phrcUores  or  clansmen.  As 
the  duty  of  prosecution  was  laid  by  law  on  the  kinsmen  of  the 
deceased,  so  by  law  the  right  of  forgiving  the  homicide  and 
being  appeased  by  him  was  accorded  to  them.  But  this  right 
entitled  them  to  forgive  only  the  involuntary  homicide,  and 
him  after  trial  only.  Further,  the  father,  brothers,  and  sons 
must  be  unanimous  in  the  matter ;  and  if  the  deceased  left  no 
near  relatives,  the  Fifty-and-one  were  to  choose,  according  to 
rank,  ten  of  his  phratoresy  with  whom  the  right  of  forgiveness 
then  rested.  As  to  the  nature  of  this  forgiveness,  it  did  not 
mean  abstaining  to  prosecute — the  only  condition  under  which 
the  next-of-kin  could  legally  refrain  from  prosecution  was  if 
the  deceased,  before  dying,  forbade  them  to  prosecute,  and  this 
forbiddal  might  apply  to  the  voluntary  as  well  as  to  the  in- 
voluntary homicide.  But  the  involuntary  homicide,  having 
been  sentenced  to  banishment  by  the  EphetSB,  might,  by  ''  ap- 
peasing'' the  next-of-kin,  reduce  his  term  of  exile — even  so 
much  as  to  make  it  a  merely  nominal  punishment 

The  exile  who,  during  his  term  of  banishment  (whether 
temporary,  as  in  the  case  of  the  involuntary  homicide,  or 
permanent,  as  in  the  case  of  the  voluntary  homicide  who  fled 
his  country  without  Mraiting  for  the  verdict  of  the  Areopagus), 
remained  abroad,  and  observed  the  terms  of  his  sentence,  f.e., 
abstained  from  appearing  at  the  public  games  of  Greece,  and  the 
Amphictionic  gatherings,  and  the  markets  held  on  the  borders 
of  Attica,  was  granted  a  certain  amount  of  protection.  The 
convict  who  violated  the  terms  of  his  banishment  forfeited 
that  protection.  The  man  convicted  of  wounding  with  intent, 
or  of  homicide,  voluntary  or  involuntary,  who  returned  to 
Attica,  might  be  arrested,  or  even  killed,  with  impunity,  though 
he  might  not  be  ill-treated  or  amerced ;  and  those  who  gave 
information  of  his  return,  and  thereby  procured  his  execution, 
were  protected  by  the  law  from  that  prosecution  for  instigation, 
jSovAcvo-is,  to  which,  according  to  Attic  law,  those  who  falsely 
procured  a  sentence  of  death  wore  liable.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  life  of  the  exile  who  observed  the  terms  of  his  sentenoe 
was  protected  by  the  law  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  that  of 
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any  ordinary  Athenian  citizen;  and  the  law  further  forbade 
any  one  to  pursue  or  hale  or  molest  the  involuntary  homicide 
as  long  as  he  remained  abroad.  Finally,  the  law  accorded  to 
the  man  who,  being  an  exile  for  involuntary  homicide,  was 
charged  with  having  committed  another  murder  or  with  having 
wounded  with  intent  to  kill,  an  opportunity  to  clear  himself  of 
the  fresh  charge  without  waiting  for  his  term  of  banishment 
to  expire.  Standing  in  a  boat,  he  pleaded  his  defence  before 
the  EphetflB,  who  sat  in  the  court  of  Phreatys  on  shore. 

Thus  far  we  have  been  dealing  with  cases  of  unlawful  homi- 
cide, voluntary  or  involuntary.  But  the  Athenian  law  ex- 
pressly recognised  cases  in  which  homicide  was  lawful,  and  the 
accused  might  admit  the  fact  that  he  had,  intentionally  or 
unintentionally,  killed  the  deceased,  but  plead  that  he  had  done 
so  lawfully.  Thus  it  was  lawful,  as  we  have  seen,  to  kill  or 
procure  the  execution  of  an  exile  who  returned  before  his 
sentence  expired.  Again,  it  was  lawful  to  kill  an  adulterer  or 
a  traitor  plotting  treason  to  the  constitution  of  his  country. 
If  a  man,  in  the  act  of  defending  himself  against  an  illegal! 
assault^  happened  to  kill  his  assailant ;  or  if  in  the  games  he 
killed  a  man  by  accident ;  or  if  in  battle  he  killed  a  fellow- 
citizen,  intentionally  indeed,  but  thinking  him  an  enemy,  the 
killing  was  lawful  The  court  which  tried  cases  of  this  kind 
was  that  of  the  EphetsB  at  the  Delphinion.  If  the  court 
decided  that  the  homicide  was  lawful,  no  punishment  of  course 
was  inflicted ;  if  that  it  was  unlawful,  then  the  sentence  would 
be  determined  by  the  nature  of  the  unlawful  homicide — death 
and  confiscation  if  voluntary,  exile  if  involuntary. 

To  return  to  unlawful  homicide,  if  the  nextof-kin  could 
not  discover  the  perpetrator  of  the  murder,  he  had  to  prose- 
cute the  implement;  and  the  case  was  tried  by  the  Ephetn 
in  the  court  of  the  Prytaneion,  under  the  presidency  of  the 
king-archon  and  the  tribe-kings.  This  court,  according  to  the 
Athenaion  PolUeia,  also  tried  animals.  Perhaps,  if  Diana  her- 
self were  not  producible  in  court,  her  dogs,  having  devoured 
Actaeon,  might  have  been  prosecuted  by  his  next-of-kin  in  the 
Prytaneion. 

Finally,  the  hand  of  a  suicide  was  cut  ofif  and  buried  sepa- 
rately. In  England  also  the  body  of  a  suici<1e  was  mutilated 
by  law  until  1832,  by  having  a  stake  driven  through  it.  The 
f^glish  practice  had  its  origin  in  the  belief  that  a  suicide, 
unless  mutilated,  becomes  a  vampire.  It  is  therefore  an  easy 
guess  that  the  Athenian  custom  has  the  same  origin. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 
ATTIC  LAW  (continued) 

LAWS  FOR  THB  PROTKCTION  OF  THB  PERSON 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  the 
person,  and  first  the  laws  against  abusive  language,  which  are 
to  be  inferred  from  the  following  passages : — 

KcXcvci  (6  voyuosi)  rov^  keyovrds  ri  r^av  dvoppqr^av  ircvroucoo-Mis 
SpaxfAos  6<^Ck€iv. — Isocrat.  c  Lochit,  §  3. 

KcAcvotNT&i'  (oi  vofJLOi)  l^voxov  cfvai  ry  KaKtyyopC^  rrfv  kpyfurloAr 
rriv  €v  TQ  ayop^  17  rtav  irokiriav  17  rail'  iroXiri&iiv  ovtiSi^otrrd, 
rivi. — Dem.  Eabtd.  p.  1308,  §  30. 

M^  Acyciv  KaK(os  rhv  redi^eorra. — Dem.  Leptin,  p.  488,  §  104. 

'At'  p^v  roiwv  iSKarqs  ovra  rivot  vPpuTQ  rts  17  xaxok  cir|p^ 
ypaifuriv  v)3/M(i>$  «cai  SIkyiv  Ka$criyopias  iSiav  ^cvferac,  cat'  8c 
6€<rpoO€Trjv^  oiri/ios  &rrai  Kaddiraj^, — Dem.  MifL  p.  524,  §  32. 

ZripLioi  (6  vopx}0€njs)  rhv  Xeyovra,  cai^  prj  d'jro<f>aivy  &s  ccrr&v 
dkrjdrj  TO,  hpqp^va. — Lys.  c.  Theom.  ii.  p.  367,  §  30. 

Ziovra  prf  KaxQs  Aiyetv  ir/o5s  itpoU  koI  iiKoarrfpiois  koI  ap^ciois 
Kol  OeiapCas  owrqs  dywytav^  17  Tp€ts  Bpa')(fjLa^  r^  iSuarg^  Svo  S* 
dkXas  dirorlv€LV  €is  rh  Sripoa-iov. — Plut.  SoL  21. 

The  tendency  of  quarrels  is  from  words  to  blows;  and 
Attic  law  made  abusive  language  (KaKriyopta)  penal.  There 
were  certain  offensive  expressions,  technically  called  "forbidden  " 
(dvopprjra),  the  use  of  which,  under  any  circumstances,  was 
subject  to  a  penalty  of  500  drachmae,  which  probably  went 
to  the  party  injured.  For  instance,  it  was  penal  to  reproach 
any  citizen  of  either  sex  with  the  fact— even  if  true — ^that  he 
or  she  sold  things  in  the  market :  poverty  was  to  be  no  reproach 
in  Athens.  In  the  next  place,  to  speak  evil  of  the  dead,  under 
any  circumstances  whatever,  was  to  render  yourself  liable  to  a 
fine  of  1000  drachmae,  of  which  half  went  to  the  state,  half  to 
the  accuser.  Thirdly,  to  abuse  a  magistrate  entailed  disfran- 
chisement absolutely.  In  all  three  cases,  however  (save  when 
poverty  was  the  reproach),  it  was  a  good  defence  to  prove  that 
the  epithet,  forbidden  but  used,  was  true  in  fact  Finally,  if 
a  man  used  language,  abusive  (koiBopia)  indeed,  but  not  "  for- 
bidden," in  public  places,  especially  temples,  law  courts,  public 
games,  &c.,  he  could  not  be  prosecuted  for  abusive  language 
(KaKYfyopias),  but  he  forfeited  five  drachmas — ^three  to  the  indi- 
vidual, two  to  the  state. 
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Our  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  assault  is  based  on  the  following 
quotations : — 

Jtl  0  aftKia  TovT  €<mvy  09  av  o.pf^-Q  ^iiptav  aoiKiov  Trporepos. 
— Dem.  Euerg,  et  Mnesib.  p.  1 151,  §  40. 

T5  rifxrifw.  cv  rots  vo/aois  ovk  cotiv  utpuryAvov  aXX  6  /a^v 
Kurrfyopo^  rCfirffJUL  €Triypd(f>€Tai  oirofrov  BoK€l  a^iov  ttvat  rh 
dSucqfJM'  oi  8k  8iKaaTal  Kpivovcriv, — Harp.  8,V.  alKias. 

'Eav  rts  avOpunrov  kX/EvOtpov  17  9rai8a  auTYVvj;  )3^  669rXiJv 
rrjv  pkdprjv  o^ikeiv,  cAv  8c  yvvafica,  (<f>  aunrtp  airoKTcivciv 
IJcoTtv,  €v  Tois  avTois  kvk\txr6ai. — Lys.  Eroiosth,  p.  34,  §  32. 

'Eav  Tis  v^puTQ  €15  Ttva  17  ^atSa  ^  ywat/ca  ^  avS/MX  twv 
€k€vO€pii}v  rj  Ttav  8ovX.uv  rj  rrapdvopjov  ti  irovqiTQ  €is  Tovrwv  Ttra 
ypa<l>&r6<a  irphs  rovs  dfxrpjoOeras  6  )3ovA,ojlicvos  'A^vaiwv  ofs 
l^ccrrti',  ot  5c  difrpoBkrai,  CMraydvrcov  cis  r^v  i^Aiatav  T/oiotKovra 
•qpjepiav  a<p  ijs  av  g  ^  ypatprf^  eav  p.rj  rt  mjpMriov  icwAvy,  €t  oc 
^^,  orav  y  irp&rov  otov  tc.  otov  8*  av  icarayvi^  ij  i^Xtata,  ripArta 
ir€pl  avrov  irapa)(prjpja  (?),  otov  av  8ok^  a^tos  c?vat  ira^ctv  ^ 
airorurat.  60*0  8'  av  ypa<^vrai  ypa<f>as  ISuis  Kara  rbv  vopjov^ 
cav  T15  p.y)  eir€^€k6jf  rj  hre^iMV  prf  p^Takaf^y  rh  itc/xtttov  p^pos 
Ttov  tfnffffHov  dwoTurdrit}  \Lkias  8pa)(pAs  n^  bqpoo'ii^,  eav  8c 
dpyvplov  TiprjOy  rrjq  v)3/9€a>9,  ScSco-d^o),  cav  kkevOepov  v/BpUrgy 
p^Xpi.  av  eKTurff. — Dem.  jdul.  p.  529,  §  47. 

From  these  passages  it  appears  that  the  Athenian  law  offered 
two  remedies  for  assault :  if  the  person  injured  desired  compen- 
sation, and  considered  that  his  assailant  would  be  sufficiently 
punished  by  being  mulcted  in  damages,  he  could  bring  a  private 
action  (aUtas  SIkt)),  But  if  the  offence  seemed  so  outrageous 
as  to  require  to  be  checked  in  the  interests  of  the  community, 
then  a  public  action  (yf)a</>^  vPpeots)  might  be  instituted  by  the 
party  injured,  or  by  any  other  Athenian  citizen  in  enjoyment  of 
his  full  civic  rights.  The  law  seems  not  to  have  specified  the 
amount,  nature,  or  circumstances  of  the  injury  necessary  to 
sustain  the  criminal  action.  There  are  indications  that  the  orators 
thought  the  animtts  injuriandi  essential  to  success  in  the  criminal 
action,  and  not  essential  in  the  civic  suit  What  is  certain  is 
that  the  action  for  vppis  was  a  most  serious  step,  and  one  which 
the  ordinary  citizen  would  not  himself  take,  or  (by  his  action 
as  a  dicast)  encourage  others  to  take,  save  under  the  gravest 
circumstances:  hence  no  more  practical  difficulty  was  felt  in 
distinguishing  aiKla.  from  v^pis,  than  in  distinguishing  day 
from  night,  hard  though  it  might  be  to  say  exactly  where  the 
one  ended  and  the  other  began.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
therefore  the  person  assaulted  had  practically  only  one  remedy, 
viz.,  the  civil  action  for  atKui,  simply  because  it  was  only  under 
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exoeptional  circumstaneeB  a  jury  would  convict  in  an  action  for 
vPfH'5 ;  and  if  the  prosecutor  in  the  criminal  suit  did  not  obtain 
a  verdict)  and  did  not  get  the  votes  of  one-fifth  of  the  jury,  he 
was  himself  fined  a  thousand  drachma.  To  obtain  a  verdict  in 
an  action  for  aticio,  on  the  other  hand,  was  an  easier  matter : 
the  essential  thing  to  prove  was  that  the  defendant  struck  the 
first  blow,  and  that  it  really  was  an  unlawful  blow,  and  not 
merely  a  piece  of  horse-play.  As  for  damages,  the  complainant 
claimed  what  he  chose,  and  the  jury  awarded  what  thej 
thought  fit. 

Thus  far  we  have  been  dealing  with  cases  of  common  aasaultb 
But  the  law  also  recognised  aggravated  assault  Here  i^ain 
the  law  afforded  two  remedies :  the  guardian  of  the  woman 
or  child  might  institute  a  civil  action  for  outrage  (fiuiu^v 
or  jSftas  S^ic^),  and  recover  to  twice  the  amount  at  which  he 
himself  assessed  the  actual  damages;  or  he  (or  any  citizen) 
might  have  recourse  to  the  criminal  action  for  v^pts^  in  which 
case  he  could  get  no  damages,  but  the  convict  might  be  fined 
any  sum  the  dicasts  thought  fit,  or  even  be  sentenced  to  death. 
The  determination  to  put  down  vftpis  promptly  and  resolutely 
is  indicated  by  the  provision  of  the  law  which  allows  any  citizen, 
in  possession  of  his  civic  rights,  to  take  action,  and  which 
directs  the  Thesmothetae,  with  whom  the  complaint  is  to  be 
lodged,  to  bring  the  case  on  as  soon  as  possible,  within  thirty 
days,  if  the  course  of  public  business  allowed.  Further,  the 
convict,  if  fined,  is  to  be  imprisoned  until  he  pays» 

The  principles  of  the  law  with  regard  to  damages  are  given 
in  the  following  passages : — 

HpQrov  fjikv  ol  ir€pl  rrjs  Pkaprjs  o^roi  vo/ioi  irarrc^,  av  fUv  cmliy 
Tts  /3\d}py^  SiirkovVy  av  S*  gLkcdv,  airXovv  r5  ^kafios  Kekewnxrtv 
€Kriv€iv, — Dem.  Mid,  p.  527,  §  43. 

Kwa  SaKOvra  frapaSovvai  icAoi^  rpiir^)(€i  ScSc/icvov. — Plut. 
Sol.  34. 

Further,  the  law  enabled  a  man  to  recover  compensaticm  for 
injury  of  any  kind  suffered  by  him  in  consequence  of  any  un- 
lawful act  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  any  one  else — so  far, 
that  is,  as  the  act  of  commission  or  omission  was  not  rendered 
penal  by  some  other  law  than  the  law  of  damage.  Thus,  the 
man  who  promised  to  bear  witness  in  a  case  and  failed  to  do  so 
could  be  mulcted  of  damages  under  the  law  regulating  the  duties 
and  liabilities  of  witnesses.  But  Philodeon,  who  in  the  Wtups 
upsets  the  old  woman's  stall,  would  be  proceeded  against  under 
the  general  law  of  damage.  The  penalty  inflicted  varied  ac- 
cording to  circumstances :  \he  general  law  of  damages  directed 
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th&t  in  cases  of  unintentional  dama^  the  defendant  should 
make  equivalent  compensation;  but,  when  the  mischief  was 
intentional,  he  should  pay  twice  as  much.  When,  however,  the 
damage  was  the  consequence  of  some  act  or  negligence  pro- 
hibit^ by  a  specific  law,  the  penalty  would  be  that  prescribed 
by  the  law  in  question. 

If  an  animal  or  a  slave  did  damage,  it  had  to  be  handed  over 
to  the  prosecutor.  The  owner,  however,  might  rescue  it,  by 
paying  compensation. 


CHAPTER  XV 

ATTIC  LAW  {coTUinned) 

THB  LAW  OP  PROPBRTT 

Property  (ovo-la),  according  to  Attic  law,  was  either  d<fiavrjs  or 
<fMV€pa.  The  exact  nature  of  this  distinction  is  matter  of 
dispute;  the  prevailing  view  is  that  the  latter  is  immovable 
(real)  property,  and  the  former  movable  property  (personalty). 
Another  view  is  that  piianerOy  visible  property,  was  that  on 
which,  as  it  was  visible  to  the  tax-gatherer,  taxes  could  be  laid. 
A  third  view  is  that  4)av€pa  was  property  of  which  the  owner 
could  not  deny  that  he  was  the  owner. 

Immovable  property — ^house  and  land — could  only  be  owned 
on  Attic  soil  by  Athenian  citizens  or  foreigners,  to  whom  the 
right  (eyxTTjo'is)  was  accorded  by  special  decree  of  the  bottlS 
and  demos.  An  Athenian  citizen  who  wi:<hed  to  hold  real 
property  in  any  other  deme  than  that  in  which  he  was  bom, 
had  to  obtain  permission  from  that  deme  or  else  pay  a 
tax  (eyKrrjriKov)  to  the  deme.  Subject  to  these  restrictions, 
property  could  be  acquired  by  inheritance,  the  award  of  a 
magistrate  or  law  court,  by  purchase,  by  gift  and  way  of 
pledge. 

In  the  case  of  disputed  ownership,  possession  was  probably 
nine  points  of  the  law  at  Athens  as  elsewhere,  that  is  to  say, 
the  property  in  dispute  remained,  until  the  decision  of  the 
court  was  given,  in  the  hands  of  the  de  facto  possessor — who 
further  had,  to  start  with,  the  advantage  that  the  burden  of 
proof  lay  with  the  man  who  asserted  that  he  was  not  the 
lawful  as  well  as  the  de  /ado  possessor. 

In  order  to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  his  property,  the 
owner  could  eject  (c^ayciv)  any  person  who  attempted  to  in> 
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terfere  with  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  lawful  rights,  and  could 
further  prosecute  him  for  trespass  (c^vXi;^). 

As  regards  theft,^  from  the  time  of  Solon  a  distinction  was 
drawn  in  Attic  law  between  petty  larceny  (thefts  less  in  amoimt 
than  fifty  drachms,  and  committed  by  day)  and  the  more 
serious  forms  of  theft  {e,g.,  any  theft  whatever  by  night  or  in 
the  gymnasia,  theft  in  the  harbours  to  more  than  the  value  of 
ten  drachmse,  and  theft  elsewhere  to  the  value  of  more  than 
fifty  drachmsB).  The  owner  of  the  stolen  goods  had  his  choice 
(in  the  more  serious  class  of  thefts)  whether  he  would  institute 
a  civil  or  a  criminal  action.  If  he  adopted  the  former  course, 
the  defendant  might  be  condemned  to  pay  double  the  value 
of  the  stolen  goods,  whether  they  were  returned  or  not;  and 
further,  might  be  put  in  the  stocks  five  days  and  five  nights. 
If  the  prosecutor  instituted  a  criminal  action,  he  ran  the  risk 
of  being  fined  a  thousand  drachms  if  he  did  not  obtain  one- 
fifth  of  the  votes,  but  if  he  did  obtain  a  conviction,  the  convict 
might  be  sentenced  to  death ;  and  even  if  a  less  severe  sentence 
were  passed,  it  entailed  disfranchisement  on  the  prisoner. 

Contracts^  were  usually  reduced  to  writing  (and  then  were 
called  <nryypa<fiai)^  but  this  weis  only  for  the  convenience  with 
which  a  written  document  can  be  produced  in  evidence.  The 
law  did  not  require  that  a  contract  should  be  in  writing  to  be 
valid :  a  verbal  agreement  (6/ioXoyui)  was  legally  binding,  if 
the  plaintiff  could  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that 
it  had  been  made. 

It  was  essential  to  the  legality  of  a  contract  that  it  should 
not  violate  any  law,  and  that  it  should  be  made  by  the  parties 
to  it  voluntarily — a  bargain  made  under  constraint  could  not 
be  enforced  at  law. 

As  regards  debt,^  the  leading  passages  are  as  follows : — 

^  '0  re  Ay  rit  dTo\i<rjf^  Hlw  ijukv  a^o  Xd/9];,  t^9  ^rKcurlap  xaraiiicdjVcv,  ^dv 
di)  ii^y  T^p  hiirKiKrUiv  (SexarXcurkii'  MSS.)  irpbt  roxf  tVair^t.  M^d^at  ^*  iw 
rj  wQdoKdKKy  rbv  r68a  whff  "hfi^pas  Kal  wdicras  ftftit,  ^dr  rpoffnuiirff  ^ 
ijKtala,  wpomfuLffBai  ^  r^  pov\6fuw¥j  Stom  wtpl  roO  rc^i^/Mirof  j. — Dem. 
riwiocr.  p.  733,  §  105. 

'E<iy  rif  iXi}  K\owrjt  koA  fu^  nfM^'j  OaMdrov,  wpoarifw  ojinp  fc<r/t^. — 
Ibid.  §  103. 

9  Kvplas  eZrat  rdt  irp6s  dXX'^Xout  6fAo\oyiat  &t  Ar  ipon-laif  futpr^pvtp 
roffjiTwrrai. — Dem.  Phcmipp.  p.  1042,  §  12. 

'Off a,  Ap  Tis  ixiitp  Mptp  6^0X071^077  K^pia  cTmii. — Dem.  Dionyto<L  p.  1285, 

'  Xpi*^*  A  debt ;  r^irot,  interest ;  XP^^'  irlroKW,  &  debt  carrying  in* 
terest ;  Atokop  xP^cm,  a  debt  not  oarrying  interest ;  xp^^^'^^i  ^  creditor 
(sometimes  also  a  debtor) ;  ircxpdycu,  to  lend  (with  or  without  interest)  ; 
Klxpfi^Bai,  to  borrow  (with  or  without  intmst) ;    Adveiov,  a  loan  with 
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'EttI  Tois  (rdfuuri  iirfikua  &iv€ft{€iv. — Plut.  Sd,  15. 

T5  dpyvpiov  (rrajcrifiov  €Tvai  €<f>  ottoci^  av  Povkijrai  6  Sav€i(fav. 
— Lys.  Tkeomn.,  i.  §  18. 

Ov#c  c^  (6  vofws)  Siapprj&rjv  otra  rts  dir€Tifiri<r€V  etvai  SiKas 
ovT  avrois  ovrc  rots  Kkrjpovofwi^. — Dem.  Spud.  1030,  §  7. 

From  the  time  of  Solon,  then,  it  was  illegal  for  a  man  to 
borrow  on  the  security  of  his  own  person;  otherwise  there 
was  perfect  freedom  of  contract^  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid 
on  a  loan  being  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  parties  to 
the  loan.  The  usual  rate  of  interest  on  mortgage  was  from  1 2 
to  18  per  cent. ;  on  bottomry  it  was  naturally  higher,  partly 
because  the  lender  lost  both  capital  and  interest  if  the  ship 
went  down,  and  partly  because  of  the  risk  inevitably  attendant 
on  sea-ventures.  In  bottomry  the  interest  was  paid  at  the 
same  time  as  the  capital  was  returned  In  other  loans,  interest 
was  usually  paid  annually,  unless  the  debtor  was  regarded  with 
suspicion,  and  then  the  interest  might  be  demanded  monthly. 

In  the  way  of  giving  security,  the  borrower  might  either 
induce  a  friend  to  become  personally  responsible,  or  he  might 
give  some  piece  of  movable  property  as  a  pledge  (^vixvpov),  such 
as  arms,  implements,  golden  crowns,  slaves,  &c.,  or  ho  might 
give  him  a  lien  on  some  piece  of  immovable  property,  e.g,y 
house,  land,  mines,  or  on  movable  property,  such  as  a  ship  or  its 
freight  (in  which  case  the  security  was  known  as  vttoOt^kti), 
When  a  piece  of  land  was  thus  mortgaged,  it  was  the  custom 
to  place,  on  the  land  mortgaged,  stone  tablets  (o/)ot),  stating 
the  name  of  the  lender,  the  amount  lent,  and  the  date  {i.e.,  the 
name  of  the  Archon  Eponymus).  To  raise  more  money  by  a 
second  mortgage  was  either  forbidden  or  was  difficult :  the  first 
creditor  had  certainly  to  be  satisfied  in  full  first.  To  lend  a 
second  loan  (ewiSavtC^eiv),  therefore,  was  not  advisable,  unless 
the  property  exceeded  in  value  the  amount  of  the  first  mort- 
gage. To  remove  the  opoi  fraudulently  must  have  been  for- 
bidden by  law. 

If  the  debtor  did  not  repay  the  loan  on  the  day  appointed, 
then  the  creditor  who  was  in  possession  of  movable  property 

interest ;  dapetffoif  to  lend  on  interest ;  Sai^eio-n^,  he  who  bo  lends ; 
d<ty€lffacrOai  or  ddyeifffjui  ToiijiraffdiUf  to  receive  a  loan  on  condition  of  paying 
interest ;  o'vyypa^  and  cvfi^SXaioVf  a  written  contract  or  loan  in  writing ; 
ffvyypa^^  l77€iof  and  o-v/u/S^Xcuor  fy^etor,  a  mortgage ;  avyypa^  vavrucij 
and  ffvfipoXcuop  pavTuc6Pf  a  loan  on  bottomry ;  iwix^pw,  a  pledge,  security  ; 
^To^ccmt  and  Oeu^ai  and  htx^pAinv,  to  give  security ;  {fToS^ffSai  and 
BicBa'*  and  ipexvpdj^tffSai,  to  receive  security ;  {nroKtZadaif  to  be  given  as 
security ;  i^larao'Oai  rw  ttrrta^^  to  become  bankrupt  (said  of  any  one)  $ 
di^aa'iccud^ety  r^w  rpdirejtar  (of  a  banker),  to  become  bankrupt. 
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pledged  to  him  as  security  might  sell  it^  reimburse  himself,  and 
return  to  the  debtor  what  (if  anything)  was  left  over,  while  the 
creditor  who  held  a  mortgage  became,  ipsd  faeto,  the  1^^ 
possessor  of  the  property  hypothecated,  and  could  prosecute  for 
trespass  (c^ovXy^s)  any  one  who  disturbed  him  in  the  exercise  of 
his  rights.  Or,  if  the  creditor  did  not  care  to  take  either  of 
these  steps,  he  could  prosecute  for  breach  of  contract  ((rv/i^oXoMpr 
or  (TwOiqKiav  ira/Mx^ao-ccD9),  or  for  debt  {xp^^)t  O'  ^^^  ^®  '^ 
covery  of  moneys  {apyvpiov  ^iicq)^  or,  if  the  debtor  were  a 
banker,  for  recovery  of  funds  advanced  (a<^/>/ir^s),  or  finally  for 
damages  (/JXo/^f^s). 

When  a  debtor's  whole  estate  did  not  suffice  to  pay  all  his 
creditors,  it  was  necessary  for  him  "to  step  out  from  his 
property,"  f.e.,  become  bankrupt  Probably  his  property  was 
sold  by  auction,  but  there  was  no  special  legal  process  of 
bankruptcy. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  bail,^  on  which  the 
following  are  our  chief  authorities : — 

OvSk  ^rffCTiA  'A&qvaUov  ovScva  os  dv  cyyvtyrcls  r/xfts  KaSurrjj 
rh  avrh  tcXo9  TcXovvras  wX^v  tdv  Tis  hrl  irpo8o(rUf.  tiJs  voAcovs 
rj  ciTi  KaToAixrci  rov  SvjfJLov  auvutv  dX<^  rj  rcAos  ri  irpio^KVos  rj 
eyyvqa-dfjjtvos  rj  cicAcyo»v  firj  Karapdkkjj  (oath  of  the  bouleutse). 
— Dem.  Timocr,  p.  745,  §  144. 

Tov?  cyytnyrds  rois  avrois  M^^trOai  cv  oSnrcp  0O9  cyyv^onavro. 
— Andoc.  de  Myst,  §  44. 

Td«  cyyvas  eircrciovs  cfyat. — Dem.  Apatur,  p.  901,  §  27. 

The  person  who  became  surety  for  another,  and  guaranteed 
to  fulfil  a  private  contract  of  any  kind  in  case  the  principal 
failed  to  do  so,  could  be  prosecuted  and  compelled  to  make 
good  his  undertaking,  provided  the  case  was  brought  on  within 
a  twelvemonth. 

With  regard  to  bailing  a  man  out  of  prison,  an  Athenian 
citizen,  when  lawfully  arrested,  could  claim  to  be  set  at  liberty 
if  he  produced  three  bails  of  the  same  property  class  as  himself, 
unless  the  charge  on  which  he  was  arrested  was  one  of  treason, 
or  of  attempting  to  subvert  the  constitution,  and  unless  he  was 
a  farmer  of  taxes,  a  surety,  or  a  collector  who  had  made  default. 
If  the  person  bailed  out  of  prison  did  not  stand  to  his  trial,  his 
sureties  were  probably  liable  to  the  same  punishment  as  would 
have  been  inflicted  on  the  bailee. 


^  *E77vao'0cU  riwa  or  ilyttS^tf-^  ^Tf^^  ^  d^aiexMhut^  to  beoomo  faafl 
for  »  mMi ;  i^€yyvaa9ai  or  duyyv&rBmi,  to  bail  m  mao  out ;  ^(ey7vi^^«<, 
to  be  bailed  out ;  ttareYyv&p,  to  require  bail ;  Kartyyvif&ai,  to  |iiovide  iL 
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We  next  come  to  the  law  with  regard  to  Associations  and 
Companies,  which  ran  as  follows : — 

*£av  Sc  Svjfios  rj  if>pdTop€^  n  Uptav  opryitav  ^  vavrai  (f)  ^  <rv(ixr6T0( 
ri  o/Aora^i  ^  Oiaxrwrai  rj  cirft  Xcuiv  ol\6ik€Voi,  17  cis  €fi7roptav  6 
T4  av  TovrctfV  8ia^«i>FTai  vp^  dXXi/Ax>v$  KVpiov  tlvai^  cov  /a^ 
aTrayo/Kixrp  bqpjofruk  ypojipara, — Digests  zlvii  22,  4. 

From  the  time  of  Solon  certain  associations  were  recognised 
by  law,  and  the  same  validity  was  accorded  to  their  bye-laws 
as  the  law  of  the  land  possessed  (so  far,  that  is,  as  they  did 
not  contravene  it).  A  partnership  or  association  of  any  kind 
could  be  compnlsorily  wound  up  on  the  application  {fk  Sarqr^y 
aipco-iv)  of  any  individual  partner. 

The  vendor,  unless  he  made  express  stipulation  to  the  con- 
trary, was  hound  by  the  law  to  make  good  the  title  to  the 
article  sold ;  and  if,  after  the  sale,  any  third  person  set  up  a 
claim  to  the  article,  the  purchaser  could  compel  the  vendor  (by 
a  Siicq  ^Sc/Jaioxrcws)  to  defend  the  title ;  and  if  the  third  person 
made  good  his  claim  to  the  property,  the  vendor  must  reim- 
burse the  purchaser. 

We  have  now  to  consider  contracts  for  the  payment  of  rent 
and  for  the  execution  of  work.  The  tenant  or  farmer  who 
did  not  pay  his  re^nt  when  due  could  be  compelled  to  do  so, 
the  former  by  a  Sitcq  cvoticiov,  the  latter  by  a  81107  Kapirov,  The 
occupier  who  let  down  the  property  rented  by  him  could  be 
attacked  by  a  81107  dy€(ofyylov  and  probably  a/icXibv.  In  con- 
tracts for  the  performance  of  work  (physical  or  intellectual), 
either  party  to  the  contract  could  be  prosecuted  (by  a  Biter) 
fiurOwreta^)  for  not  fulfilling  his  obligations. 

Finally  we  have  to  consider  the  conditions  of  sale,  for  which 
we  depend  on  this  quotation : — 

UpoypdifKtv  ras  covi^crcis  ical  irpocrcis  irapa  tq  apx^  ^P^ 
^ifUfmy  fir)  €Xarrov  17  c^KOvra  koi  rhv  irputfLCvov  CKaTocrr^v 
ri$€vai  rrj^  rip^rjs  oircos  6ia/i^cor)3i]TJ}0'at  re  €^  icai  BiapAprvprjaui 
T^   PovkofAtvi^    KOI    6    8i#caui>9    €iairqfjL€vos   <t)av€phs    ^    T<^    TcA.€i. 

— Theophrastus  ap.  Stob.  ArUh.  xliv.  22. 

Earnest-money  (dp^Pwv)  was  usually  given  to  mark  a  bar- 
gain as  made,  but  was  not  necessary  to  the  legal  validity  of  a 
sale.  The  transference  of  the  property  sold  usually  took  place 
after  the  price  had  been  paid,  but  the  law  required  no  formal 
traditio  to  mark  the  transference.  The  transference  could, 
however,  take  place  when  only  |)art  of  the  price  had  been  paid, 
in  which  case,  naturally,  the  seller  of  immovable  property  re- 
tained a  lien  on  the  house  or  ground,  and  demanded  interest 
on  the  amount  of  the  sum  still  due  to  him.     If  Theophrastua 
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is  right  in  saying  that  the  law  required  sixty  days'  public  notice 
of  a  sale  to  be  given,  in  order  that  any  one  who  claimed  the 
property  might  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  legal  steps  to 
prevent  the  sale,  then  it  is  probable  that  such  notice  was  re- 
quired only  in  the  case  of  immovable  property  and  slaves. 
Sales  often  were  stopped  by  legal  process,  e,g,y  the  sale  of 
mortgaged  land  might  be  stopped  by  those  who  held  mort- 
gages on  it 

Protection  was  afforded  by  the  law  to  the  purchaser  in 
certain  cases :  if  the  seller  of  a  slave  did  not  give  notice,  at 
the  time  of  sale,  of  any  secret  disease  {e.g,y  epilepsy)  or  vice 
to  which  the  slave  was  subject,  the  purchaser  could,  on  dis- 
covering it  and  giving  notice  within  a  certain  time,  obtain  legal 
remedy  (84*0^  avayoiyijs). 


CHAPTER  XVI 
ATTIC  LAW  {corUirmecl) 

THB    LAW    OF    INHERITANCE 

For  our  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  inheritance  we  depend 
mainly  on  these  passages : — 

T<ov  irar/MjKtfv,  rtav  Tramn^Vy  t^v  m  jr^pairipta  KXripovofteiT€ 
€K  y€Vovs  irap€ikri<f>6T€9  rrfv  ay^urrtioLV  aveiri^iKOV, — Isseus, 
Cir.  §  34. 

Tov  v6iMV  KcXcvoKTOf  iTovTas  Tovs  yyvf(rLov^  ticrofioipoxfs  civac 
Toiv  iraT/jyo)v. — Isffius,  Philoct  §  25. 

*0(rri$  av  /a^  8iad€/Acvo9  airodavQy  lav  fuv  irat$as  JcaTaAcin^ 
&rjX.€iaSf  <rvv  ravrj/O'iv,  €av  §€  fwj,  rowrSc  tcvpCors  cfvat  twk 
yptiiianav,  cav  [8c]  aSeX^t  ^i,v  ofioirairope^'  koI  lav  trat&e^ 
cj  dScXc/KtfV  yvrjo-toij  Tiyv  toG  irarp^s  yuolpav  Xayxdv€iv'  lav  5c 
firi  d8€\(f>ol  Qo'iv  "ij  d8€k<fHov  iratScs  .  .  .  c^  avrtav  Kara  ravra 
kay\dv€iv'  K/xtrctv  6c  rov$  appevas  koi  tovs  c#c  tuv  appcvcuv,  lav 
Ik  r<av  avruiv  Ukrt  Kal  lav  ycvci  dviarlpfa'  lav  8c  fxtf  ciKrt  wpi^  varp^ 
filxpi  dve^iMV  7rat8o)v,  rov9  irpbs  atirpi^  tov  av8/D^  Kara  ravra 
Kvpiovi  cfvai*  Idv  8^  firf8€Tlptii$€V  y  Ivrh^  tovtwv,  t^I'  vp!^  Trarpbi 
eyyvrdna  Kvptov  ttvai,  v6$(fi  8k  /ii^8c  vodjf  fifi  ttvai  dy')^urr€uiv 
prjS^  Upiav  p.rj6'  wrioiv  air'  £vicXc&8ov  dp)(ovTo^, — Dem.  Macart, 
p.  1067.     Cf.  IssBus,  Hag.  p.  271,  §§  1-3. 

"Eo-Tft  8^  vo/iios  OS  cav  a8cX<^9  o/yunrarcop  obrats  TcXcvn^o|^  xai 
/A^  SiaOlfJLfVo^  rrjv  t€  a8cX<^v  ofioua^  Kav  c£  Irlpas  a8cA<^i8ovs  ^ 
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yryovcfc,  iaxyfjkoipov^  rtov  ypfqiJid'nav  KaSurrqa-i.  .  .  .  varpi^v  /xev 
o^v  KOI  o&Xt^v  ^(/n/fuiraiv  rb  urov  avrois  6  vofios  fUTaa")(€iv  SiiSoKrtv* 
ave^tov  Si  Kot  €4  Tis  Ifw  ravrrjs  rrjs  crvyyevcias  €<rriv,  ovk  t(rov, 
dkXa  wpOTtpoi^  T045  &pp€(ri  twv  ^Xetiuv  t^v  ayx'^Tciav  trciroii/icc. 
— IssBUS,  ApolL  §  19. 

If  a  man  had  sons  who  had  attained  their  majority,  he  had 
no  power  to  make  a  will.  His  property  necessanly  descended 
to  his  sons  and  their  issue,  who,  on  the  one  hand,  entered  in 
possession  of  it,  without  having  first  to  prove  their  title  to  it ; 
and  who,  on  the  other  hand,  could  not  refuse  the  inheritance, 
along  with  the  encumbrances  attached  to  it.  If  there  were 
more  sons  than  one  (whether  sons  of  the  body,  or  of  adoption), 
they  divided  the  property  equally.  If  any  son  died  before  his 
father  and  left  children,  those  children  were  entitled  to  their 
father's  share  of  their  grandfather's  property. 

If  a  man  had  daughters  as  well  as  sons,  the  daughters 
were  morally,  but  not  legally,  entitled  to  a  dowry — from  their 
father,  if  they  married  during  his  lifetime ;  from  their  brothers 
otherwise. 

If  the  deceased  left  no  sons  but  daughters,  they  were — in  a 
sense — heiresses  to  the  estate :  they  were,  as  the  Greek  puts  it, 
"  on  the  estate."  The  nearest  kinsman,  however,  was  the  real 
heir  (unless  the  deceased  had  provided  otherwise  by  will) ;  but 
as  he  could  not  take  the  estate  (fcA^/x>s)  without  also  marrying 
the  daughter  who  was  "on  the  estate"  {hrUXrjpos),  she  did 
in  a  way  inherit  Daughters  and  the  children  of  deceased 
daughters  divided  the  estate  jter  atirpeSy  and  not  per  ea/ntOy 
i.e.,  daughters  took  equal  shares  of  their  deceased  father^s 
property;  and  if  one  daughter  died  before  her  father,  her 
children  claimed  her  share. 

If  the  deceased  left  no  direct  lineal  descendants,  the  estate 
passed  (i)  to  the  collaterals,  and  first  to  the  deceased's  brothers 
(by  the  same  father),  or  their  issue — the  property  being  divided 
per  stirpes.  Next  (2)  the  sisters  (by  the  same  father)  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  their  issue,  between  whom  the  division  was  j^er  stirpes 
again,  claimed  the  estata  Then  came  (3)  the  deceased's  uncle 
(on  the  father's  side)  and  his  children  ( =  the  deceased's  cousins, 
avc^tot)  and  their  issue ;  and  (4)  the  deceased's  aunt  (on  the 
father's  side)  and  her  children  (ave^iot)  and  their  issue. 

There  are  then  in  the  Athenian  law  of  succession  two  prin- 
ciples, a  principle  of  exclusion  and  a  principle  of  division. 
By  the  former,  males  exclude  females,  provided  they  are 
children  of  the  same  parents  {e.g.,  the  son  of  the  deceased 
excludes  the  daughter,  but  the  uncle  of  the  deceased  does  not 
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exclude  the  sister  of  the  deceased,  because  thej  are  not  chil- 
dren of  the  same  parents) ;  and  the  issue  of  such  females  are 
excluded  by  the  issue,  even  in  a  remoter  degree,  of  such  males 
{e,g,y  the  daughter  of  the  deceased  is  barred  by  a  son  of  the 
deceased's  son).  By  the  principle  of  division,  nudes  do  not 
exclude  males  bom  of  the  same  parents,  but  divide  the  property ; 
and  the  issue  of  such  males  are  entitled  to  their  fathers'  aliare. 
By  the  same  principle,  females  do  not  exclude  females  bom  of 
the  same  parents,  but  divide  with  them ;  and  the  issue  of  such 
females  are  also  entitled  to  their  mothers'  share. 

We  now  come  to  a  clause  in  the  law  of  succession  which 
is  ambiguous,  and  of  which  the  meaning  is  much  disputed: 
''Males  and  the  issue  of  males  to  exclude,  if  sprung  of  the 
same  seed,  even  if  remoter  in  degree.''  According  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  IsflBus  (but  he  is  a  lawyer),  the  operation  of  this 
clause  did  not  extend  to  the  children  or  brothers  or  sisters  of 
the  deceased,  but  only  to  the  uncles,  aunts,  and  other  kinsfolk ; 
and  the  effect  of  the  clause,  according  to  Issbus,  was  to  modify 
the  action  of  the  principle  of  division ;  thus,  if  the  deceased 
left  a  grandson  by  one  son  and  a  grand-daughter  by  another, 
then  (as  the  clause  does  not  affect  children  of  the  deceased), 
the  issue  of  the  one  son  would  divide  the  estate  with  the  issue 
of  the  other  son — the  grand-daughter  divides  with  the  grand- 
son, the  female  is  not  excluded  by  the  mala  But  in  the  case 
of  cousins,  for  instance  (where  the  clause  does  operate),  the 
female  would  be  excluded  by  the  male ;  thus,  if  the  deceased 
had  an  uncle,  and  that  unde  had  a  grandson  by  one  son,  and 
a  grand-daughter  by  another,  then  the  issue  of  the  uncle's  one 
son  would  not  divide  the  estate  with  the  issue  of  the  other — 
the  grand-daughter  of  the  deceased's  uncle  would  be  excluded 
by  the  graudson.  So  too,  according  to  Issus,  a  female  cousin 
of  the  deceased  would  be  excluded  by  the  son  of  another 
female  cousin,  though  a  sister  of  the  deceased  would  not  foe 
excluded  by  a  sister's  son. 

The  distinction  drawn  by  the  clause,  as  interpreted  by  Isasus, 
is  apparently  both  gratuitous  and  unjust  Further,  his  inter- 
pretation requires  us  to  disregard  the  words,  "  if  sprang  of  the 
same  seed,  even  if  remoter  in  degree,"  and  to  believe  that  they 
do  not  limit  the  prescription,  "  males  and  their  issue  to  exclude." 
But  no  modem  scholar  has  suggested  a  better  interpretation. 

In  default  of  brothers  and  sisters  by  the  father's  side,  and 
in  default  further  of  paternal  uncles  and  aunts,  the  inheritance 
of  the  deceased  passed  to  (i)  half-brothers  («.&,  children  of  the 
same  mother  but  of  different  fathers),  if  there  were  any  3  th^ 
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(2)  to  half-sisters  by  the  same  mother ;  then  (3)  to  the  brothers 
of  the  deceased's  mother;  (4)  to  sisters  of  the  deceased's 
mother — or  to  the  descendants  of  any  of  these.  Here  the 
dyxtfTTfii^  or  next-of-kin  in  the  narrower  sense,  end ;  the  lii^it 
is  the  first  cousin  once  removed.^  In  other  words,  my  dyxurrtis 
are  all  descendants  of  my  grandfather.  In  default  of  ayxfj(rT€is, 
then  the  law  called  in  descendants  of  the  deceased's  paternal 
great-grandfather. 

Illegitimate  children  (and  their  issue)  possessed  none  of  these 
rights  of  inheritance.^  Freedmen  could  bequeath  only  to  their 
direct  descendants,  not  to  their  collaterals :  in  default  of  colla- 
terals their  property  passed  to  the  master  who  freed  them. 
Other  Metics  were  subject  to  the  same  laws  of  succession  as 
free-born  citizens. 

We  have  next  to  consider  the  power  of  devising.  For  this 
we  may  make  the  following  references  : — 

U  fuv  ZoAoiv  €(7r]K€  voyuov  c^c&vat  oovvai  ra  cavrov  ^  av  TiS 
/Sovkrjrai^  €dv  firj  iratScs  5(rt  yvrja-ioi, — Dem.  Lept,  p.  488. 

KcXevci  (6  vofJLOs)  rrfv  BtaOTJKrjVy  rjv  av  irat&ov  ovtwv  yvrfcritav 
6  traTrjp  BtaOrjraty  edv  dtroOdvitxrw  oi  waiSes  irplv  ril3rj(raif  Kvplav 
ctvai. — ^Dem.  Steph.  ii.  p.  11 36. 

Td  €avTOv  StaOecrOai  cfvat  oirtas  dv  kOkXiQ  dv  p,rf  iralSe^  ciKrt 
ym/jirioi  dppeves  dv  p.rf  pavttov  1}  yqpios  rj  ffxt-ppMnav  ij  voaov 
€V€K€v  rj  yvvaiKL  ireiOopxvos  virh  Tovrtav  rov  irapavotav  rj  w 
dvayKTyi  r\  hrh  hta-pjov  KaTa\rj<l>6€is, — Dem.  Steph,  ii.  p.  1 1 33. 
Cf.  Dem.  Leodi,  p.  11 00,  §  67;  Issbus,  PhUoct.  §  9;  Mened, 
§  I ;  Adyph.  §§  16,  37 ;  Dem.  Steph.  ii  p.  1133,  §  16 ;  Olymp, 
p.  1 1 83,  §  56.  (According  to  Ar.  Ath,  Pol,  c.  35,  the  Thirty 
struck  out  the  words  edv  fxrj  jxavLiov  rj  yrjpais  rj  ywaucl  ir€i66p£vos 
from  the  law,  because  of  the  opportunities  which  they  afforded 
"sycophants"  of  levying  blackmail.) 

From  these  passages,  then,  it  appears  that  the  law,  as  quoted 
by  the  orators,  declares  that  a  man  having  sons  cannot  make 
a  will.  But  to  the  principle  thus  broadly  laid  down  there  were 
exceptions,  some  stated  apparently  by  the  law  itself,  and  some 
sanctioned  by  usage.  Thus  the  law  itself  allowed  the  father 
of  sons  to  make  a  will  during  their  minority,  which  should 

^  Ab  the  Greek  word  drc^^cadovf  may  mean  either  my  uncle's  grandson 
(=s  first  cousin  once  removed),  or  my  great-uncle's  grandson  (=  second 
cousin),  it  should  be  noted  that  it  was  probably  at  the  former  that  the 
iyX^^Ttia  terminated. 

^  Unless  they  were  legitimated,  which  might  be  effected  by  a  pro- 
eeeding  practically  identical  with  adoption. — Andoe.  de  MyHer,  §  124  ; 
Dem.  e.  B(»oL  I  p.  1003,  §  29. 

2  If 
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only  take  effect  provided  that  they  died  before  attaining  their 
majority.  Again,  as  a  matter  of  fact^  we  find  that  fathers  of 
sons  did  bequeath  by  will  dowries  to  their  daughters,  legacies 
ta  illegitimate  children,  to  non-relatives,  and  to  temples,  and 
that  the  sum-total  of  such  bequests  might  exceed  the  half 
of  the  deceased's  estate.  It  cannot  be  shown  that  the  power 
of  bequest  was  expressly  sanctioned  by  law,  but  that  it  was 
exercised  commonly  as  matter  of  course  is  beyond  doubt.  As 
to  the  power  of  disinheritance,  if  it  could  be  legally  effected 
by  disowning  the  son  (airoKiypvfts),  it  probably  was  unknown 
in  practice ;  it  could  not  be  effected  by  testament 

The  power  of  devising  was  again  limited,  not  only  by  the 
existence  of  sons,  but,  in  another  way,  by  the  existence  of 
daughters.  If  the  testator  had  no  sons  but  only  daughters,  he 
could  not  by  will  deprive  his  daughters  of  their  shares  in  his 
estate.  He  might,  indeed,  devise  his  estate  to  whom  he  would, 
but  only  if  the  devisee  took  the  daughter  as  well  as  the  estate 
and  married  her. 

Further,  the  testator,  at  the  time  of  making  his  will,  must 
be  in  full  possession  of  his  faculties — not  insane,  doting,  under 
the  influence  of  drugs,  disease,  or  a  woman,  not  in  durance 
or  under  constraint  And  the  law  regarding  xnrevOwoi  also 
deprived  a  man  who  had  held  public  office  of  the  power  of 
alienating  his  property,  so  long  as  he  was  not  formally  dis- 
charged from  the  liabilities  entailed  by  tenure  of  office.  The 
law  of  guardian  and  ward  again  inferentially  prevented  a  minor 
from  making  a  will,  for  it  refused  to  recognise  any  power  in 
a  minor  to  dispose  of  things  of  greater  value  than  a  medimnus. 

The  childless  man,  then,  of  full  age  and  in  full  possession 
of  his  faculties,  might  choose  his  own  heir ;  and  the  traditional 
mode  of  conveying  the  estate  to  the  intended  heir  was  for  the 
testator  not  to  bequeath  the  estate  to  him,  but  in  his  will  to 
adopt  him  as  his  son. 

As  to  the  form  of  a  will,  the  law  seems  to  have  made 
no  provision :  it  was  for  the  testator  to  see  that  Uiere  were 
means  forthcoming,  if  necessary,  to  show  that  his  will  really 
was  his  act  To  commit  the  will  to  writing  was  an  obvious 
and  a  usual  measure  of  precaution — though  a  verbal  expres- 
sion, if  it  could  be  proved,  would  suffice.  But  the  testator 
need  not  write  or  even  sign  or  seal  the  will  himself;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  the  custom  was  for  him  to  seal  it 
Witnesses  were  naturally  called  in,  but  they  did  not  sign  ;  and, 
as  they  did  not  know  the  contents  of  the  will,  they  could  not 
swear  to  the  identity  of  the  document  or  to  anything  but  the 
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fact  that  a  will  had  been  made.  This,  however,  was  remedied 
to  some  extent  by  depositing  the  document  with  a  friend  or 
some  official,  who  might  testify  that  this  was  the  will  which 
the  witnesses  saw  made.  Codicils  (separate  or  attached)  were 
recognised  as  valid.  A  will  once  made  was  valid  until  destroyed 
or  formally  revoked  in  the  presence  of  witnesses. 

It  follows  that  we  should  now  consider  the  obligations  of 
heirs,  and  we  begin  by  making  the  following  quotations : — 

Tovs  8*  diroy ly vofjL€vov^  kv  tois  8i^/iois  ovs  dv  /xt^Scis  ai'at/o^Tat, 
eirayycAA-CTCii  o  &qfiap\o^  rots  irpwrqKova-iv  ava^p€iv  kqX  6aTrr€iv 
KoX  KaOaipeiv  rhv  Sifjfwv  tq  'fjfJ^p^^  dv  airoykvryrai  eKcurros  avrcuv. 
cwayycAActv  0€  ir€pi  fjL€v  Ttuv  oovA(ov  ry  ocottotj;,  vept  0€  twv  €A€v- 
Okpinv  Tols  TO  )(jyqfJuiT  €)(OTxriV  cdv  S^  firj  'Q  xf/qfutra  ry  diro^a- 
vom,  Tots  irpoaiqKova'i.  rov  diroOavovros  €7rayy€kX,€iv,  lav  St  rod 
&qfjLdp)^ov  hrayytiXxivTos  firj  dvaiptovrai  ol  7r/xxn/icovr€S,  6  pjev 
&rjfjLap\os  dtropMrdwrdro  avcAeiv  koX  Karadd'^ai,  koL  KaOapai  rhv 
&rjfu>v  avOrjfiephv  owias  dv  Svvtovrai  okiyurrov  cdv  8c  firj  dirop.uT' 
uwcry,  o^eiAcro)  \LA.ias  opa')Qw.s  r<^  arjpxxru^  ori  o  av  avaKwTjji 
Siwkda-iov  wpa^do'dtD  irapd  rtov  6<f>€Lk6vT(av  cdv  8c  firj  irpd^y, 
avrhs  6<f>eik€T<i}  rols  Siy/uwrats. — Dem.  c.  Macart,  p.  1069. 

T5v  dwodavovra  wporiOea'dai  cvSov  ottcos  dv  f^ovkrjra^.  €K<f>€p€iv 
8^  t5v  djrodavovra  ry  wrrtpaujf'  rj  y  dv  irpod^vrai^  irpXv  17X10 v 
€^€\€LV.  )3a8i^ctv  8c  Tovs  dv8/9a9  irpwrdtv  orav  €K<f>€p<ovrai^  rds  8c 
ywatKas  OTTurdtv,  yvvaiKa  8c  /i^  c^civat  curicvai  cts  rd  rod 
diro^avdvTos  pnrj^  dKokovOtlv  diroOavovrt,  orav  cts  rd  ai^fiara 
dyrfrai  evrhs  €^]kovt  ctwv  yeyovvUiv  ttA^v  ocrat  cvt^s  dvc^ta8(i*v 
CMTt.  ft>y8'  CIS  rd  rov  diroOavovros  cwrtcvai  e7rci8dv  l^^^X^  ^ 
v€Kvs  yvvaiKa  p.'qSep.tav  irkrjv  wrai  ivrhs  dvc\^ta8a)v  cwriv. — Dem. 
c.  Macart.  p.  107 1. 

For  laws  regarding  offences  entailing  dripla  on  the  heir  of 
the  offender,  see  Dem.  c.  Macart,  p.  1069,  §  58  ;  c.  Mid,  p.  551, 
§113;  Andoc.  de  Myst,  §  74. 

The  leading  idea  of  the  Athenian  law  of  inheritance  is  to 
provide  that  the  worship  of  the  deceased  shall  be  continued. 
That  the  law  expressly  ei\joined  on  the  heir  the  duty  of  making 
the  annual  offerings  in  which  this  worship  consisted  is  clear 
from  many  references  in  the  orators,  though  no  direct  quotation 
from  the  law  occurs.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  duty 
of  burying  the  deceased,  but  that  here  we  happen  to  have  the 
law,  which  provides  for  the  burial  of  persons  found  dead.  This 
law  directs  the  demarch,  the  head  of  the  deme  or  district,  to 
summon  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  to  remove  and  bury  the 
corpse,  and  purify  the  deme  the  same  day  as  that  on  which  the 
deceased  died.     If  the  deceased  is  a  slave,  his  owner  is  to  be 
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summoned ;  if  a  free  man,  those  who  are  in  possession  of  his 
estate ;  if  there  is  no  estate,  his  relatives.  If  the  summons  is 
disregarded,  the  demarch  is  to  hire  some  one  on  the  same  day, 
as  cheaply  as  possible,  to  remove  and  bury  the  corpse,  and 
purify  the  demo.  The  demarch  is  entitled  to  recover  £rom  the 
relatives  twice  the  costs  he  has  incurred.  If  he  does  not 
recover  from  them,  he  is  himself  responsible  for  what  he  has 
spent.  If  he  takes  no  steps  to  purify  the  deme,  he  is  fined 
looo  drachmae. 

Not  only  were  the  next-of-kin  legally  bound  to  buij  the 
deceased,  but  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  conduct  his 
funeral  was  also  ordained  by  law ;  and  we  fortunately  poesess 
fragments  of  this  law.  The  deceased's  body  must  be  laid  out 
— how,  the  law  leaves  to  the  choice  of  the  persons  concerned, 
but  the  laying  out  (Tr/od^co-is)  must  be  innde  the  house.  The 
funeral  proper  is  to  take  place  the  next  day,  before  the  sun 
begins  to  shine.  The  male  relatives  must  walk  before  the 
bier,  the  women  after  it.  No  woman  under  sixty  is  to  be 
allowed  to  enter  where  the  corpse  is  laid  out,  nor  to  follow  the 
bier,  unless  she  is  one  of  the  deceased's  dy\umisy  t.e.,  a  relative 
not  more  distant  than  first  cousin  once  removed.  Nor  may 
any  woman  enter  the  room  when  the  corpse  has  been  removed, 
unless  she  is  one  of  the  dyxurrets. 

The  reason  of  this  very  archaic  law  is  to  be  found,  I  con- 
jecture, in  the  primitive  belief  that  the  soul  of  the  deceased 
might  pass  into  the  body  of  a  woman  and  be  bom  again  of  her. 
The  object  of  the  law  would  then  be  to  ensure  that  the  deceased 
should  be  born  again  within  the  limits  of  his  own  kin. 

Finally,  the  next-of-kin,  in  addition  to  incurring  the  duties 
of  burying  the  deceased  and  continuing  his  family  worship, 
inherited  all  claims  for  debts  or  damages  that  were  valid 
against  the  deceased,  and  was  liable  to  pay  them  out  of  his 
own  property,  if  the  deceased's  estate  did  not  suffice.  If  the 
deceased  had  been  disfranchised  (drifjuos)  for  debt  or  crime, 
and  the  law  under  which  he  had  been  disfranchised  made  the 
disfranchisement  heritable,  then  a  lineal  descendant  could  not 
avoid  the  disfranchisement,  because  he  could  not  decline  the 
inheritance,  but  collaterals  might. 

As  one  of  the  recognised  means  of  devising  property,  adop- 
tion ^  claims  to  be  treated  of  in  this  chapter.     The  conditions 

>  Ei4riroi€tff$ai,  TottT^Oaiy  04aBat  vlAr,  to  adopt  a  aon  ;  and  vMifr&f 
•waiiipt  an  adoptive  father ;  roirj$ijvai,  c^cnrocii^iHu,  to  be  adopted ;  and 
TOirfTlttf  tlffTOitirbs^  Berbs  vl6i,  son  by  adoption  ;  ytr/jctm  vlAs,  son  by  birth  ; 
ixroiyiOiii^Mf  itcwoiffr^i^  ylyift&9cu,  to  leave  one's  natural  father  to  be  adopted 
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under  which  it  was  poasible  are  contained  in  the  following 
quotations : — 

"Orav  TiS  (uv  airats  koI  kv/scos  r<i>v  cairrov,  iroii/<n/Tai  vtdv,  ravra 
K-vpia  €lvai. — Dem.  Leockar.  109  c. 

Ei  rts  avr^s  (tjv  Koi  td  <l>povtav  hroirjauro  koi  eirl  ra  Upa 
dyayiav  cis  rov^  cnryycvcts  dircSci^c  koi  cis  rvL  koivcL  ypafifuir€ta 
€y€ypa}//€v. — IsiBUS,  AjdoL  §  I.     Cf.  MenecL  §  14. 

£i  Ti$  TcXcim^ctv  fjLtkXMv  Sic^cTo,  ei  rt  vddoij  n^v  ourtai' 
cTe/9^. — Ibid. 

*0  yd/)  vd/ios  Siappvj&riv  Xiy€i  c^eti^ai  8ui0€<r6ai,  mrcof  dv  e^cXn 
res  TU  avrov  cdv  firj   iraiSa$  yi^o'u>v9  icaTaXtir];  appeva^.     av  $€ 
^Aciois  KaraAiir^,  <rvv  ravrats. — IssBUS,  Pyrrh,  §  68.     Cf.  Arist, 
§  13,  p.  262.^ 

*E<rri  8*  avrois  (i.6.,  the  gennetsB  and  phratores)  v6pjo%  6  avr^s 
cdv  Tc  riva  Kfiwrei  yeyovdra  turdyy  ns  eav  re  iroiijrbv  ciriri^cvai 
iroTTtv  icard  TciUv  tcpcSv  tJ  /i^k  c^  dcrr^?  CMrdyciv  Kai  yryovdra  opOwi 
KOI  Tov  virdp)(0KTO  Kttt  rhv  iroirfrov  iroirjo'avTos  8k  rod  eurdyovTos 
rairra  prjS€v  ^rrov  8ia\lrrj<l>i(ea'$ai  jcat  rois  dkkovs  koLv  Bo^y, 
TOT  €ts  t8  Kotv^v  y/Mi/x/Aarciov  cyy/id^tv,  vp6T€pov  8c  /a^* — Isceus, 
^jpoif.  §  16. 

"Yxev^wov  ovic  c^  (d  vo/ao^cti^s)  .  .  .  ovS*  iKtroirfrov  ycvccr^ai 
o-uSc  Sia$€(r6ai  rd  lavrov. — iEsch.  in  C5^etf.  §  21. 

*12t  (t.fty  the  adopted  son)  opjolta^  6  vopo^  rrfv  Kk-qpovopiav 
diroBiStMri  koI  rots  e^  avrov  yevo/icvots. — Isffius,  Philoct,  §  63. 

'O  ydp  vop^  ovK  €^  eiravuvat,  edv  prj  vibv  KaTaXCiry  yvrjiriov. 
— Ibid.  §  44.     Cf.  Harp.  6tl  ol  irotiyrot. 

'E#c  Ttov  Kara  yevos  cyytrrdTO)  eunroiciv  vlhv  Ty  TercAcur^Kori, 
oircos  dv  d  ofKo^  /i^  k^pqpjtad'Q, — Dem.  adv.  Leochar.  1093. 

Mi/T^>^  ovStk  tOTtv  €K7roirjTos,  dXA'  op^uiys  virdp\€i  Tr\v  avr^v 
cZvai  pyyrkpa  icdv  cv  r<^  irarpiu^  f^^  "^^^  oucff  kolv  €Kirovq$y, — 
Isffius,  Apol,  §  25. 

Tois  iroii^^cMTiV  OVK  e^v  SiaBkrBai,  dAXd  ^covras  cyicaraAt- 
irdvTos  vft^v  yviJ<rtov  ciravccvat  rj  TcAevnJo-avras  diro8t3dvai  t^v 
KkrfpovopCav  rots  €^  ^PX^9  oIk€iois  oda-i  tov  woirja-ap/ivov, — Dem. 
Letiefior,  iioo. 

'Edv  vovqfrapjkvtf  irai&s  cirtycvcovTat  rb  p^pos  €Kdr€pov  '^xeiv 
Ttji  ova-ia^  Kai  Kk-qpovop^lv  opoua^  d/A^Tc/x>vs. — IsflBUS,  Philoct. 

§  63. . 

*0  dp\iav  eirip^Xeta'dia  tu>v  oijcoiv  riov  k^tpqpovpAviav, — Dem. 
Macart.  §  75. 

by  another ;  ^orldtaBfu  rh.  airrw,  lU.,  to  will  away  one's  property,  oomeB 
to  be  uiied  Bometimes  aa  equivalent  to  eUnrottTaSai,  since  by  adopting  a  son 
yon,  ipiofaeio,  willed  away  your  property  ;  i^eprifjLOVirBat  {cUkw),  to  become 
tfXftiuvt  (of  a  line,  family)  by  the  failure  of  direct  deaoendiiutii. 
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Noju^  yap  (in  case  the  deceased  has  not  adopted  a  son)  r^ 
ap-)(Ovri  T(av  oikwv  oirois  ai^  firi  t^tpfqfuavrai  vpooTarr^i  (t6  KOLvhr) 
TT^v  hrifi^ketav, — Ibibus,  Apol,  p.  179,  §  30. 

The  Athenian  dreaded  the  mere  possibility  of  the  discon- 
tinuance of  that  family  worship  which  was  necessary  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  his  deceased  ancestors,  and  of  himself  after 
death,  and  which  could  only  be  continued  provided  he  had 
male  descendants.  This  horror  lest  his  family  worship  should 
be  extinguished  was  so  strong,  that,  on  the  one  hand,  as  we 
have  just  seen,  no  son  under  any  circumstances  was  dis- 
charged from  the  solemn  duty  of  rendering  the  usual  rites  to 
his  deceased  ancestors;  and  on  the  other,  the  Athenian  who 
had  no  sons  had  recourse  to  adoption  to  prevent  his  line  from 
being  extinguished. 

The  conditions  under  which  adoption  was  permitted  by  law, 
were  naturally  determined  for  the  most  part  with  reference  to 
the  object  aimed  at.  Thus,  as  the  family-worship  could  only 
be  transmitted  from  males  to  males,  no  woman  could  adopt. 
Nor  was  it  necessary  or  legal  for  a  man  who  had  already  sons 
to  adopt  another  (though  he  might  by  will  provisionally  adopt 
a  son — the  adoption  only  to  take  effect  if  his  natural  sons  died 
before  attaining  their  majority).  Again,  as  the  adopted  son 
became  the  legal  heir  to  his  adoptive  father's  property,  to  adopt 
a  son  (whether  during  one's  life,  or  by  will)  was  in  effect  to 
will  away  property  from  the  next-of-kin,  who  otherwise  woidd 
inherit  Hence,  adoption  was  limited  by  the  same  restrictions 
as  were  imposed  on  testation :  the  testator  must  be  of  age 
(eighteen),  dnd  of  sound  mind.  Further,  the  law  protected 
the  rights,  not  only  of  the  next-of-kin  and  of  sons,  but  also 
of  daughters :  on  the  one  hand,  the  law  demanded  that  Ihe 
estate  should  go  to  the  daughter;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
daughter  was  incapable  of  performing  the  worship  which  was 
attached  to  the  estate  and  a  condition  of  tenure.  The  legal 
solution  of  this  difficulty  was,  that  the  father  should  betroth 
the  heiress  to  his  adopted  son ;  or,  if  his  daughter  were  already 
married,  he  might  adopt  her  son — anyhow,  the  law  was  explicit, 
as  Isffius  says,  to  the  effect  that  the  estate  could  not  be  willed 
away  from  the  daughters,  but  must  go  "  with  them." 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  inquired  why,  if  the  daughter  were 
already  married,  her  husband  could  not  be  adopted.  The 
reason  was,  that  a  man  could  not  have  two  fathers :  if  he  was 
"  adopted  into  "  one  family,  he  was  thereby,  as  the  Greek  has 
it,  "  adopted  out  of "  the  other,  and  he  had  thereby  forfeited 
all  connection  with  it ;  and,  as  he  became  heir  to  his  adoptive 
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father,  and  liable  to  all  the  duties,  drawbacks,  and  encum- 
brances attached  to  the  estate,  so  he  renounced  all  claim  to 
inherit  from  the  family  which  he  left,  and  was  released  from 
the  duty  of  continuing  its  worship. 

It  might  happen  that  sons  were  born  to  the  adoptive  father 
after  he  had  adopted  a  son  out  of  another  family ;  and  in  that 
case  the  son  by  birth  and  the  son  by  adoption  shared  the  estate 
equally.  Or  it  might  happen  that  the  adopted  son  wished  to 
return  to  the  family  of  his  natural  father ;  and  this  was  per- 
mitted, provided  that  he  had  fulfilled  the  object  with  which  he 
had  been  adopted,  viz.,  provided  that  he  left  a  son  to  continue 
the  line  and  the  worship  of  his  adoptive  family.  But  the  son 
thus  left  must  be  a  son  of  his  body  :  an  adopted  son  might  not 
himself  adopt  a  son. 

If  the  adopted  son  remained  in  his  adoptive  family,  but 
failed  to  fulfil  the  purpose  of  his  adoption,  t.e.,  had  no  childrei^ 
himself,  he  was  not  allowed  to  will  away  the  property  of  his 
adoptive  family.  The  law  stepped  in  to  protect  the  next-of- 
kin,  and  required  that  the  property  should  revert  to  them  after 
the  death  of  the  adopted  son,  as  it  would  have  done  if  he  had 
never  been  adopted — in  fact,  the  adoption  having  failed  of  its 
purpose,  was  treated  as  non-existent 

It  may  at  first  seem  surprising  to  find  Issbus  laying  it  down 
as  law  that  no  adoption  could  break  the  tie  between  son  and 
mother,  i.e,,  the  son,  if  adopted  into  another  family,  still  could 
inherit  his  mother's  portion,  and  still  was  liable  to  support  her 
if  in  poverty.  The  explanation,  we  may  conjecture,  is  that  the 
object  of  adoption  was  in  no  wise  hindered  by  the  continuance 
of  the  tie,  and  would  be  no  wise  furthered  by  the  breaking 
of  it. 

Besides  the  restrictions  on  the  liberty  of  adoption  imposed 
in  the  interests  of  those  immediately  concerned  in  the  act  and 
its  consequences,  there  were  certain  limitations  imposed  in  the 
public  interest.  Thus,  no  one  who  had  held  office  and  had  not 
yet  been  formally  discharged,  could  either  adopt  or  be  adopted. 
Nor  did  tlie  state  recognise  adoption  unless  both  parties  were 
genuine  Athenians.  On  the  other  hand,  although  the  orators 
sometimes  speak  as  though  the  law  required  various  ceremonies 
— that  the  adopted  son  should  be  introduced  to  the  phratry  of 
his  adoptive  father,  that  the  adoptive  father  should  thereupon 
make  the  customary  offering  and  take  an  oath  that  the  adopted 
son  was  the  legitimate  child  of  a  genuine  Athenian  mother 
(the  oath  to  be  confirmed,  if  required,  by  a  ballot  of  the  other 
phratores),  that  the  son's  name  should  be  entered  in  the  registry 
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of  the  phratry,  and  sttbeequently  in  the  legiBtry  of  the  adoptire 
father's  townsmen — ^it  seems  on  the  whole  prohable  that  thesR 
proceedings,  though  Teiy  yaluahle  as  eyidence,  if  evidence  should 
be  required,  of  adoption,  were  not  required  bj  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  that  the  exact  order  and  course  of  these  proceedings 
was  regulated  by  the  custom  or  law  of  the  particular  phratry 
and  deme.  Finally,  if  a  man  died,  leaving  no  sons,  whether  c^ 
his  body  or  of  his  adoption,  then  it  was  the  duty  of  the  arcbon 
to  see  that  his  line  did  not  become  extinct^  and  to  make  the 
next-of-kin  the  adopted  son  of  the  deceased. 

This  chapter  may  fittingly  be  concluded  with  a  few  remarks 
on  the  relations  of  guardian  and  ward,  and  on  the  pupOage  of 
women. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  laws  applying  to  the  guardian  of 
orphans  (eirir/ooiros)  is  almost  entirely  inferential,  and  is  based 
on  the  following  passi^^es  : — 

Karcl  Tovs  v6fU)V9  .  .  .  fiurdiaaui  t^v  oIkov  ...  1}  yiju 
wpidfuvo^  €K  ritfv  xpociornov  tov$  iralBas  rpk^iv, — Lys.  Dioffii. 
§  23.     Cf.  Dem.  in  Aphob,  L  831. 

Tel  rtav  hrirpoir€v6vTiav  \fyi/jfuira  dtrorifirifia  roh  eirtrpoirevo^- 
V04S  KaSetrrdvai. — ^Dem.  Onetor^  p.  866. 

*0  S^  cts  X-q^iap^i^hv  ypafifiaT€tov  €yypa€f>€h  rjSfq  rot  irarpipa 
vapaXafiPdv€i. — P(d.  viii.  104.     Cf.  iEjBch.  e.  Titnarch.  §  18. 

OvK  dvo^ovri  Xoyov  hrirpoinf  eyKakovariv  ot  optftavoL — Dem. 
adfy,  Nattsimaeh.  p.  989. 

Murdoi  Sik  (6  &p)((iav)  KOI  rov^  oikov^  T«t>v  optftavtiv  Kot  rtav 
IviJ^Kkrjpfav^  Icus  iv  tis  Tcrrapja  Kat  8€[#c<]tis  yhrqran  koi  tA 
AtroTifi-qpara,  Xa/A)3av[ci*  Koi  rovs  lirirp&irovsijj  iav  pJ^rf  dxo'jjBwri 
T04S  irawriv  rhv  o-itov,  oStos  €l(nrpdrT€L — Ar.  AtJk  Pol.  c  56. 

There  were  two  kinds  of  guardians,  those  appointed  by  the 
will  of  the  deceased  father,  and  those  appointed  by  the  archon, 
when  none  had  been  nominated  by  the  deceased.  The  latter 
were  chosen  from  among  the  next-of-kin  (if  there  were  any 
relations).  Testamentary  guardians  had  to  administer  the 
orphans'  property  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will,  if 
directions  were  given.  If  there  were  no  directions,  then  they 
might  apply  to  the  archon  to  farm  the  estate  to  the  highest 
bidder — the  archon  obtaining  security  from  the  lessee,  and 
seeing  that  it  was  adequate;  or  they  might  administer  it  at 
their  own  risk,  investing  it  in  land  or  mortgages.  Guardians 
were  probably  subject  to  the  perpetual  supervision  of  the 
archon,  whose  duty  it  was  to  compel  them,  if  necessary,  to 
provide  for  the  support  of  their  wards.  The  ward,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  came  into  his  property,  and  the  guardian  had  to 
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render  an  account  of  his  tmst^  and  could  be  piosecuted  if  he 
had  let  down  the  estate  of  his  ward. 

On  the  pupilage  of  women,  the  following  passages  may  be 
cited  : — 

*0  yap  vofjos  8uipff>j&qv  KCtfAvct  ywaiKi  firf  c^ivai  avfipaWtiv 
irkfKk  fjxSifivov  Kpidtav. — Isfidus,  Arist.  §  lo. 

OvK  c^  (6  v6fM^)  Tiov  Trjs  hrucXiripov  KVpwv  tlvai  dXX  rj  rovq 
rratSas  cirt  Uteres  rjPT^avras  Kparuv  rtov  ^(pnripdriav, — Ibid.  §  1 2. 

O  fuv  vouoi  KcXcvct  T0V9  vaiSa^  i^jSi^cravras  Kvpiovs  rtjs  firyrph^ 
cfvai. — Dem.  Steph.  ii.  p.  1135. 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  no  woman  could  legally  be 
a  party  to  any  contract  inyolving  an  amount  of  greater  value 
than  one  bushel  of  barley.  In  all  legal  proceedings,  therefore, 
she  had  to  be  represented  by  a  legally  qualified  representative 
or  guardian,  tcvpio^.  As  long  as  she  remained  in  her  parents' 
home,  her  Kvpu^  was  her  father,  or  after  his  death,  her  next 
male  relative,  according  to  the  Athenian  law  of  succession. 
When  she  married,  her  husband  became  her  Kvpio^  until  he 
died;  and  then,  if  she  remained  in  his  house,  her  sons  (or 
their  arirporrosi)  took  his  place.  If  she  returned  to  her  original 
family  (either  owing  to  the  death  of  her  husband  or  to  divorce), 
she  came  again  into  the  guardianship  of  her  next  kinsman. 


CHAPTER  XVII 
ATTIC  LAW  (continued) 

MARRIAGE   LAWS 

This  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  laws  of  marriage,  and  of  the 
relations  resulting  from  marriage.  With  regard  to  marriage,  it 
will  suffice  to  quote  two  passages : — 

Et  Tt9  dvyarkpa  tikos  c^ct  XxiPvliv  aStico)?  p,riS€vhs  ^vro^  ovk 
curiv  04  irai^  K\tjpov6p/}i, — Dem.  Phorm,  954. 

*Hv  av  kyyvrjpji  cirl  8ticaiOi9  Sdpapra  eTvai  rj  frarrfp  rj  dSeXifii^ 
ofwrrdriap  rj  xoinros  6  irpbs  Trar/ibs,  €k  ravrqs  «7vat  rraiBas 
yvrja-tovi. — Dem.  Steph,  ii.  11 34.     CI  Leoch.  1095. 

Monogamy  alone  was  recognised  by  law.  No  person  could 
be  married  to  two  people  at  the  same  time.  As  for  "  forbidden 
degrees,"  they  were  very  few.  A  man  might  not  marry  a 
direct  ancestor  or  direct  descendant,  nor  might  he  marry  his 
uterine  sister ;  but  he  might  marry,  for  instance,  his  niece,  or 


5  54  CONSTITUTIONAL   AND    LEGAL   ANTIQUITIBS 

aunt,  or  a  half- sister  who  had  the  same  father  (hut  not  the 
same  mother)  as  himself.  The  condition  without  which  no 
marriage  was  valid,  i.e.,  the  condition  which  made  a  union  a 
legal  marriage,  was  hetrothal.  Introduction  of  the  hride  to 
the  phratores  of  the  husband  at  the  Gamelia  was  required  by 
custom,  but  in  law  was  only  valuable  as  providing  evidence  of 
the  marriage.  A  maid  could  only  be  legally  betrothed  to  a 
man  by  some  person  having  legal  authority  over  her  (kv/mos), 
viz.,  by  her  father,  or,  in  event  of  his  death  or  absence,  by  her 
brother  (or,  if  she  had  several  brothei^s,  by  her  brothers  con- 
jointly), or  by  her  paternal  grandfather.  But  if  none  of  these 
legally  authorised  persons  were  alive,  and  the  (deceased)  father 
had  not  betrothed  her  by  will,  it  was  essential  to  her  legal  mar- 
riage that  the  archon  should  ''  adjudge  **  her  to  the  nearest  male 
relative  who  claimed  to  marry  her.  If,  owing  to  her  poverty, 
there  was  nothing  to  induce  her  relatives  to  claim  her,  then 
the  nearest  relative  was  compelled  by  law  either  to  dower  her 
(in  which  case  probably  he  became  legally  qualified  to  betroth 
her),  or  to  marry  her  himself  (in  which  case  a  formal  betrothal 
was  presumably  unnecessary,  and  the  introduction  of  the  bride, 
at  the  Gamelia,  to  the  husband's  phratores,  sufficed  to  constitute 
a  marriage). 

To  divorce  his  wife,  all  that  the  husband  had  to  do  was  to 
bid  her  (probably  in  the  presence  of  a  witness)  go  back  to  the 
house  of  her  Kvptos,  and  take  her  dowry  with  her,  as  appears 
from  the  following  passage  : — 

Kara  rhv  vo/jtov  09  Kekevti  cav  diroTr^ixirQ  t^v  yvvauca^  diroBiBovai 
T^v  wpoiKa,  iav  Se  firf^  ctt  €VV€  0^0X019  TOKO^pciv,  koi  crlrov  cts 
*Qi8€iov  cfvat  SiKaxnurdai  virtp  t^9  yvvaiKh^  r^  Kvpu^. — DeUL 
NecBT.  1362. 

To  divorce  her  husband  (against  his  wish),  the  wife  had  to  go 
in  person  to  the  archon  at  his  office,  and  present  him  with  a 
written  statement  of  the  grounds  on  which  she  divorced  him. 

There  is  some  reason  to  think  that  the  law  limited  the 
freedom  of  divorce  to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  not  every 
reason  was  accepted  as  sufficient  legal  ground  for  divorcing 
either  a  husband  or  a  wife.  And  the  law  certainly  interfered 
with  divorce  so  far  as  to  prescribe  it  in  certain  cases,  e,g,y  it 
was  compulsory  on  a  husband  to  divorce  a  wife  caught  in 
adultery,  and  (it  is  said)  on  the  wife  to  divorce  a  husband  who 
lost  his  freedom.  But  adultery  on  the  part  of  the  husband  did 
not  entitle  the  wife  to  divorce  him. 

Finally,  the  next-of-kin  having  a  legal  claim  to  an  heiress 
(and  her  property),  could,  if  she  was  already  married,  divorce 
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her  from  her  husband,  in  order  to  marry  her  himself.  A  father 
could  divorce  his  married  daughter  from  her  husband,  and  the 
husband  could  give  his  wife  in  marriage  to  some  one  else. 

The  man  (married  or  unmarried)  who  committed  adultery 
might  be  lawfully  killed  on  the  spot  by  the  woman's  husband, 
son,  brother,  or  father;  or  he  might  be  held  to  ransom;  or 
he  might  be  prosecuted  for  adultery  (but  with  what  conse- 
quences we  do  not  know).  The  woman,  on  the  other  hand, 
might  not  be  maimed  or  killed ;  she  was  ipso  facto  divorced 
and  subjected  to  drifiCa  (t.e.,  she  was  excluded  from  the  public 
temples  and  might  not  wear  ornaments),  but  no  action  for 
adultery  lay  against  her,  as  appears  from  the  following 
passage : — 

T^i'  yvvaiKav  €<f>  y  av  aX<^  fioi')(bsj  firi  KO<r/jL€i(r$at  firjSe  cis  rot 
Sni]fiOT€X7J  Upa  €urt€vai  tva  firf  ra$  dvafuifyrqrov^  T(av  yvvaiK(ov 
dvafuywfuirq  Bui<f>6€ipy  €av  8*  euriy  rj  ico(r/i^rai,  t6v  €VTv\6vra 
Karappifyvvvai  rot  i/Mxria  icai  rhv  Kocfiov  d<^i/9€ur^ai  Kal  ri^rctv, 
eipyofifvov  Oaydrov  koI  tov  dvdTrqpov  woirjcraL, — JEjscYi,  Timarch, 

§183. 

The  husband  might  not  condone  the  offence  under  penalty 
of  drifiia  : — 

'Kir€iSdv  Si  €X.'Q  rhv  jUMiyhv  firj  €^€a"na  t^  €X6vri  <rwot,K€2v  tq 
yvvaiKi'  kav  8€  o-vvoiK^/,  oTLfios  ctrro*. — Dem.  in  NecBT.  p.  1347* 

The  laws  on  the  subject  of  married  women's  property  are 
contained  in  the  following  passages : — 

'Eai'  Tts  Tt  drLfJLtjTOv  Sy  iv€Ka  tov  ydfiov^  eav  airoAtir]/  rj  yvvri 
rhv  dvBpa  rj  €av  6  dvrfp  €Kir€fi\jrQ  rrfv  yvvatKo,  ovk  I^coti  ^pd^axrBai 
ry  SovTi  o  fATj  €v  TrpoiKi  rifirja-ai  cSoikcv. — Isoc.  Pyrrh,  §  35. 

Ea  yvvaiKl  yafjuovf/b€vy  vpoiKa  hriSiSoUv  ol  irpoai^KOVTes  airciv 
Trapa  rov  dvBphs  (oairep  €V€)(yp6v  rt  rrjq  rrpoiKOs  d^tov,  otov  o&Ktav 
rj  xioptov, — Harpoc.  diroTi/iTyrai  (the  husband  is  said  dirortpAv, 
to  give  security,  the  Kvptos  is  said  dTrori/xT^our^at,  to  accept 
it,  the  property  pledged  is  said  dwoTi,p.r)6rivaij  and  is  called 

OTTOTip.'qpAl), 

*0  rrfv  vpoiKa  Xaf^tav  koi  p,ri  yrjfui^  t^v  rrpoiKa  o^iXei  cir 
cvvca  Spokots. — Dem.  in  Aphob,  i.  818. 

*Hv  (».e.,  vpoiKa)  hrtveyKafiivq^  rrjs  firfTphs  oi  vofxoi  K€keuov(riv 
ifjx  (i.e.,  rhv  vlhv)  Kop.i(€a-Oai, — Dem.  Bosot.  Dot,  1026. 

*0  fuv  vofios  K€X,€V€i  Tovs  iTaiSas  'ql3rj<ravTas  Kvpiovs  rrjs  pLrfrphs 
cfkai,  rhv  Si  criTov  fierpeiv  tq  p.-qrpL — Dem.  Steph.  ii.  1135. 
Cf.  IsrsBfi.  Aristarch,  p.  261,  §  12. 

Trj^  TTpoiKhs  CIS  avr^v  (*«6'»  t^*'  Kvpuov)  yiyvop^vrj's  €t  rt  hraStv 
ri  yvvri  irplv  ycvccr^ai  irai&is  avr^. — Isoc.  Pyrrh.  36. 

Some  measure  of  protection  against  capricious  divorce  was 
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afforded  to  the  wife  by  the  fact  that  her  dowry  never  became 
the  property  of  the  husband,  and  consequently,  if  she  was 
divorced,  returned  with  her  to  her  guardian.  The  dowry  was 
constituted  by  a  (verbal)  agreement  before  witnesses.  Of  the 
things  which  the  bride  brought  to  the  husband  those  con- 
stituted the  dowry  which  were  specified  by  this  agreement 
as  being  part  of  the  dower.  What  was  not  so  specified  could 
not  subsequently  be  recovered  from  the  husband.^ 

If  the  dowry  did  not  take  the  form  of  real  property,  but 
was  paid  in  ready  money,  the  bride's  relations  demanded 
security  from  the  bridegroom,  usually  a  piece  of  real  property, 
which  was  called  and  treated  as  a  mortgage.^  The  husband, 
having  thus  or  otherwise  made  himself  responsible  for  the 
repayment  of  the  dowry,  enjoyed  the  user  of  it  and  the 
revenues  from  or  interest  upon  it  (hence  he  paid  the  taxes 
on  it),  but  it  coald  not  be  seized  by  his  creditors  to  pay  his 
debts.  If,  having  got  the  dowry,  he  did  not  marry  the  girl, 
he  could  be  compelled  to  refund  it.  If  he  divorced  his  wife, 
he  had  to  return  the  dowry,  or  pay  i8  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  it  until  he  did  so.^  On  the  death  of  the  husband,  the  wife, 
if  she  had  sons,  might  or  might  not  remain  in  her  deceased 
husband's  house.  If  she  remained,  then  her  dowry  became 
the  absolute  property  of  her  sons  (or  their  guardians),  subject 
of  course  to  a  charge  for  her  support.  If  she,  wishing  to 
marry  (and  therefore  needing  her  dowry),  elected  to  leave  her 
sons  and  her  late  husband's  house,  her  dowry  reverted  with  her 
to  her  guardians.  If  she  had  no  sons,  she  necessarily  returned 
to  her  guardian,  taking  her  dower.  The  dower  also  was  re- 
turned to  the  wife's  guardian  if  she  died  without  children. 

The  laws  regulating  the  relations  of  father  and  child  to  one 
another  are  as  follows : — 

Mi^TC  Ovyaripas  ttcoXc^v,  finlJT  d8€k<l>aq  irX^v  av  [irf  kd^y  Trap- 
$€vov  dv^pl  avyy€y€vrjfUvriv, — Plut.  Sol.  23. 

KcXevci  yap  (6  vopjos)  rpc^tv  rovs  yov€as,  yovcis  8*  €url  p-y^Tqp 
KoX  irarrip  koi  iramros  koI  rrjOrj  Kal  rovnav  /a^ti}/)  fcal  van^p. — 
Isoc.  Cir.  §  32. 

"OoTis  o^  Toi/  r€  yovi^  irarkpa  rhv  avrov  truing  koX  ovSkv 

^  To  specify  m  belongini;  to  the  dowry  is  ev  r/>oiir2  ri/iclr  or  imf»&» 
TpoucL  Cf.  L>em.  1 1 56,  i^i^pow  CKtOri^  dwayoptwtOoiit  rifl  yumix^  ft^ 
drreadai  avrois  koI  \eyo6aiis  &ri  a^^  cfi|  i¥  rj  rpoaci  rer^ii|#«/i«. 

'  dTorlfiiifia. 

>  The  payment  of  this  interest  is  called  ffirot.  The  husband  had  not 
to  pay  alimony  as  well  as  interext ;  cItop  SucdaaffBai  (Dem.  Near.  §  52, 
p.  1362)  is  to  bring  an  action  to  compel  the  husband  to  pay  the  18  per  cent. 
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irap€l\€  Ttov  €7rirTiS€ifav  rov  re  TOirfrhv  varipa  a^iAcro  a  ^v 
inrap\ovTa  €K€ivt^  dyaSd  .  .  .  xara  rhv  tyjs  KaKwrttas  vofMV 
ojtos  coTi  Oavdrtf  (tifiifaOrjviu.  —  Lys.  Agar.  91.  Cf.  Dem. 
TtVnocr.  §  105,  p.  733. 

Yt(|>  Tp€<f>€iv  rhv  irare^a,  firi  SiSoi^aficvov  rt^vrjv  €wavayK€S  fitf 
tivai  firjSe  rois  c^  eraipas  yiyvofuvois  ciravayiccf  eZi^ai  rovs  varkpas 

Tp€<f>€l,V. Plut.  Sol.   22. 

M^  iiravdyK€s  cfvat  r<^  watiSl  rj/irJQ'avTi  Tp€<^tv  r^v  iraripa 
fMfn^  oiKrjo-iv  wap€)(€iv  6$  dv  €Kfiw6ia0y  kratptiv^  dtrodavovra  6c 
avrhv  dairrina  icai  raXXa  iroictrctf  rot  vo/u{o/icva. —  i^ElsclL  e. 
Timareh,  §  13. 

Tovs  yoi/eas  cfi^ai  icvptbvs  ov  pivov  SkfrSai  rovvopa.  c^  <^/>X^^ 
aXXa  Kai  ird\w  c^aXci^ai  eav  ^ovXcDvrai  /cat  dwoKrjpv^ai, — l)ein. 
cu/v.  BcBot  L  1006. 

As  far  as  we  know,  there  was  no  law  to  prevent  a  father 
from  exposing  his  child  at  birth,  and  such  infanticide  was  not 
uncommon.  But  the  law  did  not  allow  a  father  to  sell  his 
children,  later  in  life,  into  slavery  (save  under  exceptional 
circumstances) ;  and  a  fortiori^  we  may  infer,  it  did  not  give 
him  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  them.  Again,  it  is  not 
quite  certain  that  a  father  could,  under  any  circumstances, 
deprive  a  son  of  such  inheritance  as  the  law  ordinarily  secured 
to  him.  In  other  words,  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  power  of 
disowning  a  son,  diroKi^/9vf is,  was  known  to  Athenian  law.  If 
known,  it  was  certainly  scarcely  ever  used. 

(The  words  of  Aristotle,  A^.^.  VIII.  xiv.  "4,  which  I  have 
not  seen  quoted  in  this  connection,  seem  to  indicate  that, 
though  the  po\v^er  might  perhaps  exist  theoretically,  it  was 
inconceivable  to  imagine  it  actually  exercised.) 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  power  of  the  father  to 
disinherit  a  son  was  either  altogether  refused  by  law,  or,  if 
allowed,  could  only  be  exercised  under  such  circumstances  as 
the  law  considered  to  justify  the  proceeding.  And  in  any  case, 
as  the  aftokeryxis  not  only  disinherited  the  son,  but  also  re- 
leased him  from  all  obligations  to  his  father  (cf.  Aristotle,  loc. 
cit)f  it  may  be  considered  as  practically  non-existent,  and  wo 
may  say  that  in  effect  the  law  forbade  a  father  to  kill,  sell,  or 
disinherit  a  son. 

Further,  that  the  earnings  of  a  son  (from  what  age  is  un- 
certain) were  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  the  property  of  the  son, 
and  did  not  belong  to  the  father,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  law  compelled  sons  to  provide  their  parents  with  food, 
house,  &C.,  if  necessary ;  for,  if  all  that  the  son  earned  was 
the  legal  property  of  his  father,  no  such  law  would  have  been 
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required ;  and  unnatural  parents  might  lose  their  l^al  right, 
even  to  be  supported  by  their  children.  But  nothing  what- 
ever could  release  a  son  from  the  duty  of  burying  his  father 
and  performing  the  usual  funeral  rites. 

Finally,  we  may  here  notice  that  the  law  allowed  the 
property  of  a  lunatic  to  be  taken  out  of  his  charge,  and  be 
managed  by  his  son  or  next  male  relative.  The  official  to 
whose  satisfaction  the  charge  had  to  be  proved,  was  in  all 
probability  the  archon.  Ko  legal  measures  were  required  to 
enable  a  lunatic  to  be  confined. 


CHAPTER  XVIII 
ATTIC  LAW   (concluded) 

OFFBNGBS    AGAINST    THB    STATE 

In  this  chapter  certain  offences  against  the  state  will  be  con- 
sidered, such  as  treason,  bribery,  and  corruption,  &c 

From  the  time  of  Solon  a  citizen  was  lawfully  entitled,  and 
was  expected  to  slay  any  one  attempting  to  subvert  the  demo- 
cratic constitution  of  Athens.  From  before  the  time  of  Mil- 
tiades,  at  least,  any  one  who  by  false  promises  or  inducements 
l)cr8uaded  the  state  to  take  any  disastrous  step  was  liable  to 
capital  punishment  (though  this  was  not  inflicted  on  Miltiades)  ; 
and  generally,  any  one  who  **  did  wrong  to  the  Athenian  demos  " 
might  be  impeached  for  that  vague  offence,  before  the  archonship 
of  Eucleides  (b.o.  403-2).  Then,  or  not  before  then,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  give  an  exhaustive  definition  and  enumeration  of 
treasonable  practices  and  designs  in  a  law  of  impeachment, 
which  appears  as  follows  : — 

(l)  'Eai'  Tis  rhv  Brjtiov  rhv  'Aftyvatiwv  Karakvy  fj  (rwirj  iroi  arl 
KaTaXwrci  rov  &Q^Aoy  rj  traipiKhv  {rvvayayjji^  (2)  17  lav  T15  iroXiv 
riva  wpoSf^  rj  vavs  "q  ir€(rjv  fj  vairri/ci^v  arparidv,  rj  edv  tis  €is  toi«s 
^oA.€/xiov5  av€v  rov  'n'€fj.^$rjvai  irapa  rov  &qfM}v  at^ifCK^rai  rj  fieroucg 
trap  avTOts  rj  arpartvrjrai  p^r  avrtav  ^  Stapa  kap^dirQ  wap  avrtav^ 
(3)  rj  prjrtap  (Hiv  prj  kiyy  to.  apurra  ry  ^p^  ry  'A&rfvauov  )(pifjpuira 
XxiplSdvtiiv  Kal  8ti}p€as  rraph  twv  rdvavria  7rparr6vr<ov  ry  ^p^  n^ 
'A6rivai(i)v,  the  vopo^  cMrayycXriKcJs  as  restored  by  Lipsius,  in 
Meier  u.  Scfi^m,  p.  316,  from  Hyp.  pro  Euxen,  coL  22,  and  pro 
Lye,  fr.  2  ;  Theophr.  in  the  Lex,  Cant,  and  Pollux. 

This  law  made  it  treason  (i)  to  subvert  or  conspire,  or  com- 
bine to  subvert  the  democratic  constitution ;  (2)  to  betray  into 
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the  hands  of  an  enemy  either  city,  ships,  troops,  or  fleet,  to 
have  communication  with  an  enemy  without  authority  from 
the  state,  or  to  become  a  permanent  resident  in  a  hostile 
country,  or  serve  in  a  hostile  army,  or  receive  gifts  from  an 
enemy ;  and  (3)  for  an  orator  to  give  bad  advice  to  the  state 
as  a  return  for  money  or  gifts  from  any  who  might  be  working 
against  the  interests  of  Athens. 

if  the  law  made  death  the  only  possible  penalty  for  these 
offences,  then  it  must  have  done  so  some  time  after  the  middle 
of  the  fourth  century  b.o.  Before  that  date,  although  an 
attempt  to  subvert  the  constitution  was  a  capital  crime,  the 
death  penalty  was  certainly  not  always  inflicted  on  those  who 
were  guilty  of  "  doing  wrong  to  the  Athenian  demos."  As  for 
the  accuser,  until  b.g.  338,  impeachment  brought  no  danger  to  the 
person  who  made  the  impeachment ;  but  after  that  date,  if  he 
failed  to  get  one-fifth  of  the  votes,  he  was  fined  1000  drachmas. 

Athenian  law  made  no  attempt  to  define  the  nature  of  v^pis, 
for  example,  or  to  distinguish  it  from  aticta,  but  left  it  to  the 
common-sense  of  the  dicaste  to  determine  whether  an  assault 
was  so  grave  as  to  amount  to  an  offence  against  the  community ; 
and,  as  far  as  we  can  tell,  the  results  justified  the  confidence 
thus  reposed  in  the  average  Athenian  citizen.  On  the  other 
hand,  Athenian  law  did  (eventuaUy)  endeavour  to  define  treason, 
as  we  have  seen,  and  the  result  was  not  satisfactory.  Before 
treason  was  defined,  impeachment  (eurayyekia)  was  so  rare  and 
so  grave,  and,  when  made,  was  made  on  such  good  grounds, 
that  the  criminal  acknowledged  his  guilt,  and  fled  into  exile. 
But  treason  was  defined :  not  only  were  offences  against  the 
commercial  laws  brought  under  this  law,  but  the  definition  was 
so  wrested  and  distorted  that  adultery  became  matter  of  im- 
peachment, and  to  pay  a  flute-girl  more  than  her  fixed  price 
was  high  treason  against  the  demos.  The  tendency,  indeed,  to 
construe  as  treasonable  the  most  innocent  indulgences  and  dis- 
play of  wealth  had  existed  before  the  archonship  of  Eucleides, 
for  it  is  satirised  by  Aristophanes  in  the  Wasps,  488  ff. ;  but, 
thanks  to  the  law  of  impeachment,  what  had  been  the  jest  of 
the  fifth  century  comediaii  and  his  audience  became  in  a  fourth 
century  law  court  a  matter-of-fact  proceeding,  in  which  nobody 
but  Hyperides  detected  any  humour. 

The  laws  against  bribery  and  corruption  ran  as  follows : — 

'l^dv  T(9  'Afhjvaiwv  XafA^dvy  trapd  twos  1}  avrbs  8184^  krkpi^  ^ 
Bui<f>6€ifyQ  TivcLs  cirayycXXo/iCvos,  cirt  ^Xdp-Q  rov  &rjfwv  koI  iSi^ 
Twh^  Titfv  iroXiTtov,  Tpoinp  rj  firix^^  yriytovv,  drifios  ccma  koi 
ff-ai&s  Kol  Tot  cKCivov. — Dem.  Mid.  p.  551,  §  113  lex. 
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rt  Tftfi'  'A^njcTii^  ^  n^i^  PovXriv  cirt  &i>po£oiCi{i  ^pnrjftara  StSois  ^ 
5€;(6/bi€i'os  ...  17  <nnrqyopoi  tav  kaLfj,pdirQ  ^^fmra  hrl  rais  Sucaxs 
rais  IBlai^  rj  Svifjuxritus^  rovnav  cfvai  rots  yptufios  vp^  toxjs  ^«r/io- 
Otrai. — ^DenL  Step^i.  iL  p.  11^7,  §  26. 

Gavdrov  T17S  pifMas  hruc€ifuytis  ^vrts  akf  8cica^a>v. — Isoc  De 
Pace.  §  50. 

Ilcpt  r<oi'  &a/9o3oicovvr<i>v  Svo  fiovov  ri/in|iara  ircrot^icouriv  (ot 
vo/Aoi)  1^  Odvarov  •  .  .  ^  ScicairXovv  roG  c^  <V>X^$  AvJ/ifiaros  r^ 
rCfirjfjuoL  Twv  3<tfpQ>v. — ^Dinarch.  c.  Demoetk,  p.  44,  §  60. 

II/)oicctficvi}9  €Karkfn^  (briber  and  bribed)  {i^fuas  ck  tov  vo^v 
Bavdrov, — iEsch.  Timarch.  p.  no,  §  87. 

Magistrates,  bouleutas,  dicasts,  and  ecdesiasts,  who  accepted 
a  bribe  to  do  anything  to  the  public  injury  of  the  state,  or  to 
the  private  injury  of  an  individual,  were  liable  to  a  proaeca- 
tion  for  receiving  bribes  (3a»/M>v  or  &i>/Mii6i«cMi9  ypa^) ;  and  the 
person  who  gave  or  promised  such  bribe  was  liable  to  {wose- 
cution  for  bribing  (8ciccur/ios).  The  punishment  of  both  parties 
was,  at  the  discretion  of  the  courts  either  death  with  confisca- 
tion of  the  con vict*B  goods,  and  the  disfranchisement  of  his  heira, 
or  a  fine  of  ten  times  the  amount  of  the  bribe  promised  or  given, 
together  with  disfranchisement  of  the  convict  and  his  heirs. 

How  the  law  against  impiety  ran,  we  do  not  know,  and 
numerous  as  are  tiEie  cases  mentioned  of  prosecutiim  for  im- 
piety {a8eheia\  all  we  can  infer  from  them  is  that  the  law  con^ 
tained  no  strict  definition  of  impiety,  and  that  consequently 
any  offence  against  ritual,  and  any  piece  of  heterodoxy  which 
the  king-archon  thought  ought  to  go  before  a  jury,  and  which 
the  dicasts  chose  to  consider  impious,  might  be  visited  by  a 
penalty  ranging  from  a  fine  to  death.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  introduction  of  a  foreign  worship  either  required  special 
permission,  or,  per  se^  entailed  penalties  on  those  who  intro- 
duced it. 


CHAPTER  XIX 

I 

THE  LAWS  OF  GORTYNA 

Law,  in  the  sense  of  a  command  issued  by  a  central  authority 
having  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  commands,  cannot 
exist  in  a  primitive  society,  consisting  of  a  number  of  families, 
which  dwell  in  more  or  less  close  neighbourhood  together,  and 
are  of  the  same  blood  and  speecli,  but  do  not  elect  or  submit  to 
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any  central  authority.  The  relations  of  the  members  of  such 
a  primitive  society  to  one  another  are  regulated,  if  at  all,  by 
custom. 

Before  writing  is  known  in  a  country,  it  is  impossible  that 
there  should  be  a  written  law.  If  there  is  any  law,  it  must 
be  transmitted  by  memory,  and  declared  by  word  of  mouth. 
When  writing  does  become  familiar,  the  laws  or  customs  are 
drawn  up  in  a  code,  and  engraved  in  some  permanent  fashion. 
Such  codes  are  the  Twelve  Tables  of  Rome,  and  the  Solonian 
legislation  at  Athens. 

When  then  the  Gortyna  Code  was  first  discovered  in  Crete, 
it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  it  also  was  an  example  of  the  codi- 
fication of  laws  or  customs,  which  had  not  previously  been  com- 
mitted to  writing.  And  this  view  was  supported  by  the  archaic 
forms  of  some  of  the  letters,  the  PovcrrpoifriBov  direction  of  the 
lines,  and  the  archaic  vocabulary  of  the  inscription.  These  con- 
siderations led  to  the  code's  being  ascribed  to  the  early  part  of 
the  sixth  century  b.c.,  and  this  date  is  stUl  assigned  to  the 
inscription  by  Comparetti  (Le  leggi  di  GortynOj  1893).  But 
Kirchhofif  ((rn'ec^.  Alphabet ^  p.  78),  on  comparing  the  inscription 
with  the  coins  of  Crete,  cannot  believe  the  inscription  to  be 
earlier  than  the  coins ;  and  the  coins,  with  one  exception,  are 
not  earlier  than  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century  b.o.  That 
writing  had  developed  so  little  in  Crete  by  this  time  is  ex- 
plained by  Kirchho£f  as  due  to  the  isolation  of  the  island. 
Perhaps  it  may  also  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  island  had  a 
native  syllabary  system,  of  which  Mr.  Evans  has  discovered 
traces,  and  which  had  an  origin  independent  of  the  Phenician 
alphabet,  from  which  the  Greek  is  derived. 

MM.  Dareste,  Haussoullier,  and  Reinach,  in  the  third  fasci- 
cule of  their  Recueil  des  Inscnpttons  Jundiques  Grecquea  (on 
which  this  chapter  is  based),  have  made  the  later  date  the 
more  probable.  The  laws  contained  in  the  inscriptions  do  not 
form  a  complete  corpus,  even  of  the  undeveloped  legal  system 
of  a  primitive  society.  Much  is  omitted  which  occurs  in  primi- 
tive civil  codes,  much  is  only  casually  touched  upon.  In  fine, 
the  "code"  is  a  collection  of  corrections  and  additions  made  to 
legislation  which  had  already  been  reduced  to  writing,  and  to 
which  the  new  code  alludes  more  than  once. 

In  some  cases,  e,g,,  the  laws  relating  to  inheritance  and  the 
disposal  of  heiresses,  the  subject  dealt  with  is  not  treated  frag- 
mentarily :  the  whole  law  on  the  subject  seems  to  be  given. 
But  it  is  precisely  in  these  cases  that  the  more  modem  and 
humanitarian  spirit  of  the  new  code  is  unmistakable:  rights 
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are  assigned  to  women  which  they  did  not  enjoy  at  Athens 
under  the  Solonian  legislation,  or  eren  under  later  laws.  We 
must  believe  then  that  the  completeness  with  which  these  sub- 
jects are  treated  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  authors  of  the  new 
legislation  incorporated  into  their  new  code  such  provisions  of 
the  old  law  or  custom  as  were  not  abrogated  by  the  new. 
Finally,  although  the  vocabulary  of  the  code  is  archaic,  so,  too, 
is  that  of  later  Cretan  inscriptions,  e.^/.,  of  the  fourth  and  third 
centuries  B.C.,  in  which  many  of  the  terms  employed  in  the 
code  occur  with  meanings  unchanged.  The  language,  in  fine, 
was  as  slow  to  change  as  the  written  characters. 

The  law  of  inheritance,  at  Gortyna,  bestowed  the  estate  of 
the  deceased  first  upon  the  deceased's  children,  grandchildren, 
or  great-grandchildren,  if  there  were  any ;  if  there  were  not, 
then  the  deceased's  brothers,  or  their  children  or  grandchildren, 
could  claim  the  property.  Failing  them,  his  sisters,  or  their 
children  or  grandchildren,  came  in ;  and  if  these  also  failed, 
the  estate  passed  to  those  entitled  (t.e.,  the  next-of-kin),  who- 
ever they  might  be  (ots  k  €iripdX.\r)i  6ira>  k  iji).  Finally,  if  no 
kinsman  appeared,  the  estate  was  to  go  to  "  the  persons  consti- 
tuting the  family  lot "  (ras  FoiKtas  otrivts  k  itavTi  6  xAopov), 
%.e.j  it  is  supposed,  the  serfs  (Foifcecs)  attached  to  the  estate  or 

Thus  the  law  of  Gortyna  presents  us  with  both  resemblances 
to  and  differences  from  the  law  of  Athena  The  resemblances, 
e,g.f  the  preference  of  the  deceased's  sons  and  their  issue  to  the 
deceased's  brothers  and  their  issue,  and  the  total  exclusion  of 
the  deceased's  sisters  and  their  issue  by  the  deceased's  brothers 
and  their  issue,  are  only  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  supposition 
that  these  principles  of  preference  and  exclusion  were  customary 
amongst  the  common  ancestors,  from  whom  Cretans  and  Athe- 
nians alike  were  descended.  The  differences  between  the 
Athenian  law  and  the  Gortyna  Code  are  due  to  the  fact  that 
one  or  other  has  departed  from  the  original  custom.  Thus  at 
Athens,  from  the  time  of  Solon,  a  man,  if  childless,  might  dis^ 
pose  of  his  property  as  he  liked ;  but  in  Grortyna  a  man  had 
no  such  power  of  disposing  of  his  property  by  will.  If  he  were 
childless,  his  estate  necessarily  went  to  his  brothers  (if  any),  or 
his  sisters,  &c.  In  this  respect  the  Grortyna  Code  is  then  more 
archaic  even  than  the  laws  of  Solon. 

Again,  the  limitation  of  rights  of  inheritance  to  the  great- 
grandson  in  the  line  of  direct  descendants,  and  to  the  grandson 
of  the  deceased's  brother,  is  found  amongst  other  Aryan  peoples, 
and  certainly  existed  originally  at  Athens,  if  not  also  in  later 
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Athenian  law.  The  limitation  probably  dates  from  primeval 
timeSy  when,  for  mutual  protection  and  assistance,  the  members 
of  a  man's  family  dwelt  together,  even  to  the  third  generation ; 
and  consequently,  on  the  house -father's  decease,  his  heir  would 
usually  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  joint,  undivided  family 
founded  by  him,  and  composed  of  his  sons,  grandsons,  and 
great-grandsons;  while,  if  he  had  no  direct  descendants,  his 
property  would  go  to  the  joint,  undivided  family,  to  which  he 
had  himself  belonged,  viz.,  that  founded  by  his  father,  and  con- 
sisting of  his  father,  brothers,  their  sons,  and  grandsons. 

Another  archaic  feature  of  the  Gortyna  Code  is  probably  to 
be  seen  in  the  transmission  of  the  estate,  in  the  absence  of  kin, 
to  the  serfs  on  the  estate.  The  presumption  is  that  they  must 
have  been  considered  to  be  relatives  of  the  deceased  in  a  way, 
though  of  the  remotest  kind.  And  the  suggestion  is  that  kin- 
ship in  early  times  was  constituted  not  wholly  or  primarily  by 
community  of  blood,  but  by  community  of  worship.  Now  the 
serfs  would  join  in  the  worship  of  the  deceased  ancestors  of 
their  lord's  family ;  and  consequently  would,  when  all  others 
failed,  be  competent  to  carry  on  that  worship.  But  those  who 
f>erformed  the  worship  were  entitled  to  the  estate :  therefore, 
a  man's  serfs  were  his  heirs  in  the  last  resort. 

In  other  respects,  however,  it  is  the  (Jortyna  Code,  and  not 
Athenian  law,  which  has  departed  from  the  original  custom. 
Thus  at  Athens  daughters  could  claim  nothing,  if  there  was  a 
son  to  inherit,  and  this  exclusion  of  females  was  the  primitive 
custom.  But  in  Gortyna,  though  the  sons  had  the  sole  right  to 
the  town  house,  its  furniture,  and  the  cattle,  the  daughters 
shared  in  the  rest  of  the  patrimony — a  daughter  getting  half  as 
much  as  a  son.  In  this  piece  of  justice  to  women,  Gortyna  was 
in  advance  of  the  rest  of  Greece ;  and  the  same  recognition  of 
the  rights  of  women  marks  other  provisions  of  the  code.  Thus, 
whereas  at  Athens  the  dowry  of  a  married  woman  became  the 
property  of  her  sons  as  soon  as  they  became  of  age,  in  Gor- 
tyna the  mother's  rights  over  her  property  were  the  same  as  a 
father's  over  his,  i.e.,  as  long  as  she  lived,  her  children  could  not 
divide  between  themselves  her  property  against  her  wish ;  and 
when  she  died,  it  was  transmitted  in  the  same  way  as  a  man's 
estate  was. 

The  laws  regulating  the  marriage  of  an  heiress  (irar/MDicoKos 
=  eTTiKk'qpos)  show  the  same  deviation  from  ancient  custom  in 
favour  of  the  woman.  According  to  the  primitive  idea,  a 
woman  could  not  conduct  the  worship  of  a  deceased  ancestor, 
and,  therefore,  could  not  inherit  the  estate  either.      When, 
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therefore,  the  only  child  left  by  the  deceased  was  a  girl, 
custom  prescribed  that  the  next  male  of  kin  should  conduct 
the  worship,  take  the  estate,  and  marry  the  girl ;  and  this  pre- 
scription is  still  the  principle  of  the  Gortyna  Code,  though  with 
modifications ;  but  at  Athens  the  princip>le  was  maintained  with 
such  strictness  that  a  man  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  wife, 
if  she  became  an  heiress  {e.g.,  by  the  death  of  her  brother),  and 
the  next-of-kin  claimed  her;  or  a  man,  if,  after  marriage,  he 
became  entitled  to  an  heiress,  might,  in  order  to  marry  her, 
put  aside  his  first  wife.  In  Gortyna,  on  the  other  hand,  com- 
pulsion was  not  applied  either  to  the  heiress  or  to  the  next-of- 
kin.  The  latter,  if  he  chose  to  resign  the  estate,  need  not 
marry  the  girl.  The  heiress  (being  single),  if  she  chose  to 
be  content  with  the  town  house  and  half  the  remainder  of  the 
estate,  might  marry  whom  she  would,  within  the  limits  of  her 
tribe.  If  there  was  no  next-of-kin,  the  heiress  might  marry 
any  one  of  her  tribe,  if  any  would  have  her ;  if  not,  the  law 
says  she  may  marry  whom  she  can. 

If  a  married  woman  became  an  heiress  after  marriage,  she 
was  not  compelled  to  divorce  her  husband,  though  she  was 
at  liberty  so  to  do.  If  she  did  divorce  him,  then  she  might 
or  might  not  be  at  liberty  to  choose  whom  she  would  marry. 
If  she  WBS  childless,  she  must  marry  the  next-of-kin,  or  in- 
demnify him;  if  she  had  children,  she  might  marry  any 
member  of  her  tribe  that  she  chose.  The  same  principle  was 
applied  to  the  widow  who  became  an  heiress.  If  she  was 
childless,  she  must  either  marry  the  next-of-kin  (if  he  claimed 
her),  or  indemnify  him ;  if  she  had  children,  she  might  marry 
within  the  tribe.  As  the  next-of-kin  lost  his  claim  to  the 
estate  and  heiress  if  she  had  children,  and  as  the  object  of 
providing  the  heiress  with  a  husband  was  to  provide  male 
descendants  competent  to  carry  on  the  worship  of  the  heiress' 
deceased  father,  we  must  infer  that  one  of  the  heiress's  sons  was 
adopted,  or  by  some  analogous  fiction  brought  into  the  family 
of  the  deceased.  Thus  the  next-of-kin  had  no  duty  to  perform, 
and  no  title  to  the  estate.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  heiress 
was  childless,  the  next-of-kin's  rights  came  into  force,  and, 
doubtless,  his  sons  (even  though  not  by  the  heiress)  were 
considered  competent  to  carry  on  the  family  worship  of  the 
deceased. 

It  is,  however,  plain  that  the  necessity  of  providing  the 
deceased  with  a  male  descendant  had  come  to  be  felt  less 
strongly  than  at  Athens.  In  addition  to  the  less  stringent 
regulations  of  the  law  about  the  marriage  of  a  irar/MM«^fco9,  we 
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may  point  to  the  fact  that  at  Athens  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
next-of-kin,  if  he  did  not  marry  the  girl,  to  provide  her  with  a 
dowry  if  she  were  poor.  But  at  Gortyna  there  was  no  such 
provision.  At  Athens,  again,  it  was  one  of  the  duties  of  the 
archon  to  see  that  no  family  became  **  wasted,"  i.e.,  to  see  that 
its  worship  continued.  Above  all,  at  Athens,  the  acceptance 
of  an  inheritance  was  not  optional,  whereas  in  Gortyna  it  was. 
In  the  latter  place  the  state  permitted  the  next-of-kin  to 
shirk  his  spiritual  duties  to  the  deceased,  if  he  cared  to  waive 
his  claim  to  the  estate 

When  a  man  died  leaving  money  debts,  his  heirs  had  the 
option  of  paying  the  debts  in  full,  and  keeping  the  estate,  or 
of  abandoning  the  estate  to  the  creditors  (in  which  case  the 
creditors  could  not  come  011  the  heirs  for  any  deficiency). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  provision  of  the  Gortyna  Code,  by 
which  the  estate  of  the  deceased  passed  in  the  last  resort 
to  the  serfs,  made  it  much  more  likely  that  the  family 
worship  would  never  be  discontinued  than  was  the  case  at 
Athens.  And  though  the  code  endeavours  to  lighten  the 
burden  on  the  next-of-kin  and  on  the  heiress,  as  far  as  is 
possible  without  injustice  to  the  deceased,  it  also  fully  recog- 
nises the  right  of  the  childless  man  to  provide  for  the  continu- 
ance of  his  family  worship,  and  gives  him  facilities  for  that  end. 
In  other  words,  the  code  allows  adoption  (av</>av<rts),  and  allows 
it  specially  and  solely  for  purposes  of  religion.  But  in  the 
laws  regulating  adoption,  we  again  find  an  endeavour  to  make 
the  religious  duty  as  light  as  may  be.  Thus,  by  the  code,  it  is 
no  longer  necessary  that  the  adopted  son  should  be  a  near 
relative,  or  a  relative  at  all ;  and  the  adopted  son  might  even- 
tually decline  to  accept  the  inheritance  (which  was  his  only  on 
the  express  condition  that  with  it  he  took  over  all  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  deceased  towards  both  gods  and  men),  in  which 
case  the  estate  with  its  liabilities,  spiritual  and  pecuniary, 
passed  to  the  next-of-kin.  On  the  other  hand,  the  code  makes 
another  innovation  on  the  ancient  custom,  which  is  less  favour- 
able to  the  adopted  son :  if  sons  of  the  flesh  are  bom  to  the 
adoptive  father  after  the  adoption,  then  the  son  of  adoption  is 
not  to  receive  (as  at  Athens)  a  son's  share,  but  only  a  daughter's. 
In  this  case  also  the  adopted  son  has  the  option  of  declining 
the  inheritance.  Again,  in  the  spirit  of  absolute  fairness  which 
pervades  the  code,  the  liberty  allowed  to  the  adopted  son  is 
counterbalanced  by  the  liberty  allowed  to  the  adoptive  father, 
of  disowning  (dwoF€iir€iv)  the  son  of  adoption.  The  fact  of 
disowning,  as  of  adopting,  a  son  is  to  be  made  known  to  the 
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citizens  at  large  by  proclamation  from  the  stone  in  the  Agora, 
on  which  a  citizen  stood  to  address  the  people.  The  son  of 
adoption  was  received  into  the  cracpia  of  his  adoptive  father ; 
and  a  victim  and  a  measure  of  wine  were  offered  on  the  occasion 
to  the  kraipia^  as  at  Athens  to  the  phratry.  When  a  son  of 
adoption  was  disowned,  the  adoptive  father  deposited  a  sum  of 
ten  staters,  which  was  remitted  to  the  disowned  son  by  the 
mnemon  of  the  cosmos  to  whom  the  jurisdiction  over  foreigners 
belonged  (6  Ko-ivios  icarp)?). 

The  spirit  of  fairness  which  is  characteristic  of  the  code  is 
conspicuous  in  its  treatment  of  the  joint,  undivided  family. 
As  civilisation  increases,  the  inducements  for  the  members  of  a 
family  to  dwell  together  become  weaker ;  and  especially  when 
a  house-father  has  grown  old  and  feeble,  will  the  elder  married 
sons  desire  to  take  their  share  of  the  joint,  undivided  estate, 
and  set  up  house  on  their  own  account.  Now  the  code  recog- 
nises the  joint,  undivided  family,  and  the  absolute  authority  of 
the  house-father :  **  The  father  is  the  master  of  his  children 
and  of  the  property,"  and  as  long  as  he  lives,  though  he  may 
divide  the  estate  if  he  will,  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  divide 
it  Thus,  in  Gortyna,  where  girls  were  nubile  at  twelve,  the 
man  who  refused  to  divide  might  well  see  his  children,  grand- 
children, and  great-grandchildren  partaking  their  meals  to- 
gether, sharing  in  the  common  family-worship,  and  living  on 
the  joint-estate.  On  the  other  hand,  though  the  law  will  do 
nothing  to  break  up  such  a  family,  it  does  not  favour  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  undivided  family  after  the  death  of  the  house- 
father ;  indeed  it  gives  any  one  heir  the  right  to  claim  that 
the  property  shall  be  divided,  even  if  all  the  rest  object ;  and 
the  law  further  places  the  estate,  until  it  can  be  divided,  in  the 
hands  of  those  heirs  who  wish  to  have  it  divided.  We  may 
perhaps  infer  that,  before  the  code,  the  practice  had  been 
otherwise. 

Another  innovation  on  ancient  custom  made  by  the  code  in 
its  desire  for  justice,  is  the  limitation  of  the  patna  poiestas,  by 
which,  though  sons  may  not  compel  their  father  to  divide  the 
family  estate,  neither  may  the  father  absorb  into  the  family 
estate  anything  which  has  been  acquired  by  a  son  (e.^.,  by 
inheritance  or  by  his  own  earning) ;  and,  as  a  son  may  not 
mortgage  or  dispose  of  anything  belonging  to  the  family  estate, 
so  the  father  cannot  sell  or  give  away  anything  that  the  sons 
have  earned  or  inherited.  In  Gortyna,  as  at  Athens,  and 
probably  by  primitive  custom,  the  dowry  which  the  bride 
brought  with  her  did  not  go  to  form  part  of  the  family  estate ; 
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if  the  husband  predeceased  the  wife,  and  she  chose  to  re- 
marry, she  took  her  do\7ry  out  of  the  estate  of  her  first  husband 
into  that  of  her  second  husband.  If  she  did  not  choose  to  re- 
marry, her  property  remained  in  her  own  hands  until  she  died, 
and  then  it  was  divided  amongst  her  children.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  wife  predeceased  the  husband,  he  administered 
and  enjoyed  her  property  until  he  died  or  remai'ried,  and  then 
the  property  went  to  the  wife's  children. 

The  protection  accorded  by  the  code  to  married  women's 
property  may,  like  the  share  given  to  a  daughter  in  her  de- 
ceased father's  estate,  proceed  from  a  sense  of  justice  to  women. 
But  it  is  also  possible  that  the  primary  object  aimed  at  was  to 
do  justice  between  the  two  undivided  families  interested  in 
the  married  woman's  property — t.e.,  the  wife's  family  and  the 
husband's ;  for  eventually  the  wife's  property  either  reverted 
to  her  own  family  or  passed  to  the  husband's.  It  is  therefore 
in  the  interests  of  the  wife's  family  that  the  code  forbids  the 
husband  to  sell  or  mortgage  the  property  of  his  wife,  for  in  case 
of  divorce  the  wife  returns  to  her  own  family,  taking  with  her 
her  own  property,  half  the  fruits  thereof  (in  kind),  half  the 
produce  of  her  own  labour,  and  (if  the  husband  is  the  author 
of  the  divorce)  five  staters  as  well. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  interests  of  the  husband's  family  are 
protected  by  the  code  in  several  respects.  Thus  although  the 
husband  is  allowed  to  make  a  donation  to  his  wife,  which  shall 
be  hers  absolutely  after  his  death,  still  a  limit  to  this  donation 
is  fixed  in  the  interests  of  the  husband's  next-of-kin :  the  gift 
may  not  exceed  loo  staters.  The  same  limit  is  fixed,  with 
the  same  intention,  to  the  amount  which  a  son  may  give  to  his 
mother.  Again,  if  a  widow  re-marries,  the  amount  of  property 
she  may  take  away  from  her  first  husband's  estate  is  limited 
by  the  code,  in  the  case  of  there  being  children,  to  her  own 
property,  and  any  donation  which  the  husband  may  have  made 
to  her,  as  above,  in  the  presence  of  three  witnesses,  being 
adults  and  free  men.  On  the  other  hand,  if  there  are  no 
children,  the  widow  is  allowed  to  take  not  only  her  own 
property  and  any  donation  duly  made  by  her  husband,  but 
also  half  the  things  that  she  herself  has  woven,  and  part  of  the 
fruits  existing  in  kind  in  the  house.  Further,  in  protection  of 
the  husband's  family,  the  woman  (divorced  or  widowed)  who  is 
tempted— as  she  was  in  Gortyna — to  take  from  her  late  hus- 
band's property  what  did  not  belong  to  her,  is  to  restore  what 
she  has  illegally  appropriated  and  pay  a  fine  of  five  staters. 
She  can,  however,  apparently  when  accused,  clear  herself  by 
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an  oaih.  Penons  aiding  and  abetting  the  wife  in  appropnatang 
her  late  hnaband's  property,  have  to  make  twofold  reBtoration, 
and  pay  a  fine  of  lo  staters.  Again,  if  the  wife  dies  before  the 
husband,  having  had  no  children,  her  nextK>fkin  are  entitled 
to  her  property,  half  of  its  fruits  in  kind,  and  half  of  what  she 
has  woven.  The  widower,  on  the  other  hand,  who  is  left  with 
children,  has  the  enjoyment  and  administration  of  his  late 
wife's  property,  until  he  marries,  or  until  the  children  come 
of  age. 

Of  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  code,  only  those  need 
here  be  mentioned  which  relate  to  cases  wherein  the  liberty  of 
a  man  was  in  dispute.  These  cases  might  be  of  three  kinds : 
two  masters  might  both  claim  the  same  slave ;  a  man  in  poB> 
session  of  freedom  mi^ht  be  claimed  as  a  slave ;  the  release  of 
a  man  actually  in  slavery  might  be  claimed  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  legally  a  free  man.  These  three  cases  correspond  to  the 
three  actions  in  Roman  law,  respectively,  vindieaiio  servi^  vtn- 
dieatio  in  9ervitutem,  proclamaiio  in  libertaiem.  There  are 
two  principles  of  law  which  in  Gortyna  applied  to  all  three 
cases :  the  first  is  that  no  man  can  plead  in  person  when  his 
liberty  is  the  point  in  dispute  ;  the  second  is  that  the  state  of 
things  existing  de  facto  when  the  suit  begins  must  be  respected 
by  all  concerned  untU  judgment  is  delivered,  that  is  to  say,  no 
attempt  must  be  made  during  the  process  of  law  to  release  the 
man  who  is  in  actual  slavery,  or  to  enslave  the  man  who  is 
actually  at  liberty.  The  latter  of  these  two  principles  was 
unknown  to  Attic  law. 

In  the  case  of  the  vindieaiio  servi,  the  dvSpairoSiay  BIkti  of 
Attic  law,  the  judge  is  to  decide  in  favour  of  the  side  who  pro- 
duce the  most  witnessea  If  witnesses  are  not  forthcoming,  or 
are  equal  in  number,  the  judge  is  to  give  judgment  in  favour 
of  that  side  which  he  on  his  oath  believes  to  be  in  the  right 
In  the  other  two  cases,  corresponding  to  the  vindieaiio  in  mr- 
vituteni  and  prodaniatio  in  libertaiem  of  Roman  law,  and  the 
ayctv  €(9  Sovk€iav  and  the  affMipta-i^  <ts  kX^vB^pLa-v  of  Attic  law, 
the  judge  must  decide  in  favour  of  liberty,  if  the  witnesses 
are  equal. 

When  judgment  has  been  given,  five  days'  grace  is  allowed, 
and  if  after  that  time  the  party  against  whom  judgment  has 
been  given  has  not  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  judgment^ 
he  incurs  a  fine  (increasing  with  every  day's  delay),  which  the 
other  party  is  at  liberty  to  exact  by  seizing  on  the  goods  of  the 
debtor.  If  execution  of  the  judgment  is  impossible  because 
the  slave  has  taken  asylum  in  a  temple,  the  condemned  party 
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is  quit,  if  he  shows  the  other  side  the  place  in  which  the 
slave  has  taken  refuge.  If  the  slave  dies  during  the  trial,  the 
loser,  if  he  was  in  possession,  must  pay  his  adversary  the  value 
of  the  slave.  Finally,  if  the  person  who  claims  his  liherty  is 
shown  to  he  an  insolvent  dehtor  (i^cvuca/Acvos),  or  one  who  has 
failed  to  pay  money  borrowed  by  him  iirl  o-cj/taTi,  a.e.,  on  the 
security  of  his  person  (icaraKci/xci/og),  the  suit  goes  against 
him ;  in  Gortyna,  under  the  code,  as  at  Athens  before  Solon, 
slavery  for  debt  was  sanctioned  by  the  law. 

In  this  connexion  we  may  note,  that  the  man  who  pledged 
his  person  as  security  for  money  borrowed  —  the  nexus  of 
Roman  law,  the  Saveura/xevos  ciri  (nofuiTi  of  Attic  law,  the 
xarax€i/A€vos  of  the  Gortyna  Code — and  failed  to  repay  the 
sum,  though  in  Gortyna  he  was  loco  servt,  was  not  aervus. 
Thus,  if  while  he  was  in  his  creditor's  liands,  he  caused 
damage  to  the  property  of  a  third  person,  he  could  be  prose- 
cuted, and  could  plead  his  own  cause  in  court  in  person.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  could  not  plead  in  person  as  a  plaintiff: 
in  that  case  he  must  be  represented  in  court  by  his  creditor 
(icara^c/icvos),  and  any  damages  which  might  be  awarded  to 
liim  by  the  court  were  to  be  divided  between  the  KaraKtifjAvos 
and  the  KaraOifjLevo^, 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  describe  the  mode  of  legal  pro- 
cedure in  Gortyna. 

There  were  three  classes  of  officials  in  Gortyna  who  had  the 
right  of  dispensing  justice :  the  cosmi,  arbitrators,  and  the 
judges  (StKCMTTai). 

The  only  case,  so  far  as  the  Gortyna  Code  informs  us,  in 
which  the  cosmi  as  a  college  dispenses  judgment,  is  when  an 
heiress  (irar/MDuuKos)  has  contracted  an  illegal  marriage ;  and 
in  the  possession  of  this  jurisdiction  the  cosmi  resemble  the 
kings  at  Sparta.^ 

One  member  of  the  college  of  cosmi,  viz.,  the  ico-evtos  koct/aos, 
had  a  jurisdiction  similar  to  that  of  the  Polemarch  at  Athens  : 
he  tried  cases  in  which  foreigners  and  freedmen  were  parties. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  private  arbitrators  in  Gortyna  is  very 
defective.  Sometimes  an  arbitrator  was  chosen  by  one  party 
and  then  accepted  by  the  other,  sometimes  by  mutual  agree- 
ment of  the  two  partiea 

One  judge  (SiKoo-ras)  and  one  only  sufficed  to  try  a  case ; 
and  each  judge  had  a  special  and  deHned  jurisdiction ;  unfor- 
tunately, however,  we  have  only  a  fragment  left  of  the  law 

*  Herod,  vi.  57. 
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nrhich  states  what  class  of  cases  belonged  to  which  judge's 
jurisdictioiL 

Finally,  every  magistTate  had  a  /iyafuov,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  be  present  at  all  cases  tried  by  the  judge,  and  to  conunit  his 
judgments  to  memory,  so  that  he  might  when  necessary  bear 
witness  afterwards  to  the  judgment ;  for  aU  the  proceedings  at 
Gortyna  were  verbal,  and  the  memory  of  the  fivdfuav  was  the 
only  official  record  of  the  court's  proceedings. 

The  right  of  pleading  before  a  judge  was  the  special  privilege 
of  the  citizen ;  the  serf  was  represented  by  his  lord,  the  slave 
by  his  owner,  the  neonta  or  debtor  who  had  pledged  his  personal 
liberty  and  forfeited  it  (icaroicci/icvos),  by  his  creditor.  Freedmen 
and  Metics  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ko-cvco?  Kotrfw^ 

The  parties  to  the  process,  dfiTrlfuakoi  or  /juoXio/icvoc,  pleaded 
their  own  cause  in  person  before  the  judge.  The  proceedings, 
as  has  been  said,  were  entirely  verbal ;  no  documentary  evi- 
dence was  taken ;  the  only  proofs  admitted  consisted  of  the 
evidence  of  witnesses  and  the  oath  of  the  parties  to  the  suit 
The  more  usual  form  of  evidence  was  the  testimony  of  witnesses : 
the  number  and  sometimes  the  description  of  witnesses  to  be 
called  in  each  kind  of  suit  is  specified  by  the  laws.  Thus  a 
donation  from  husband  to  wife,  or  from  son  to  mother,  must 
be  proved  by  the  three  free  and  adult  witnesses  required  by  the 
law.  In  commercial  suits  the  number  of  witnesses  depends  on 
the  amount  in  dispute,  but  is  not  to  exceed  three.  A  judicial 
decree  is  proved  by  the  evidence  of  the  judge  and  his  fivafuav. 
Asa  rule,  witnesses  are  required  to  make  affirmation  (aroTnmnjv) 
and  not  to  take  an  oath.  The  oath  of  the  parties  to  a  suit 
(dtrtltfioTov)  was  only  taken  as  evidence  in  certain  cases  ex- 
pressly mentioned  by  the  law  —  cases  as  a  rule  in  which 
witnesses  could  not  possibly  be  forthcoming.  Only  one  of 
the  parties  is  allowed  to  take  his  oath ;  or,  if  both  swear  to  the 
truth  of  their  allegations,  then  the  law  directs  which  is  to  be 
considered  6pKi(aT€pos,  i.e.,  which  is  to  be  believed  by  the  judge. 
As  a  rule  it  is  the  defendant  to  whom  the  law  accords  the 
advantage  of  being  opKuarepos :  he  can  clear  himself  entirely 
by  his  oath.  Thus  the  divorced  woman  accused  of  appro- 
priating any  of  her  late  husband's  property  can  establish  her 
innocence  by  taking  her  oath  that  she  has  not  appropriated 
anything.  In  certain  cases,  however,  it  is  the  plaintiff  who  is 
allowed  to  establish  his  chvim  by  his  oath,  e.g.,  in  the  case  of 
the  creditor  whose  debtor  has  died.  Finally,  quite  distinct 
from  the  affirmation  or  the  sworn  evidence  of  the  witnesses 
already  described  is  the  support  which  the  law  allowed  to  be 
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given  to  the  parties  in  certain  cases  by  co-jurors  (o/uo/Liorat). 
These  differ  from  the  ordinary  witness  in  this  respect:  the 
ordinary  witness  testifies  to  some  fact  of  which  he  has  personal 
knowledge,  but  the  co-jurors  were  good  men  and  true,  who 
swore  to  the  justice  of  their  friend's  cause  because  they  knew 
him  and  believed  in  him. 

When  both  parties  to  the  suit  had  pleaded  their  cause  and 
produced  their  witnesses,  or  taken  their  oaths,  it  remained 
for  the  judge  to  give  his  judgment,  and  there  were  two  ways 
in  which  he  might  give  it.  They  are  designated  by  the  ex- 
pressions Si/ca88cv  and  ofivvvra  Kplvfv  respectively.  If  the  case 
was  one  in  which  the  oath  of  one  of  the  parties  was  accepted 
by  the  law  as  final  and  conclusive  proof,  the  judge  had  ex 
hypoihesi  no  discretion  :  he  was  })ound  by  the  law  to  give  his 
verdict  in  favour  of  that  party,  and  in  that  case  he  was  said 
"  to  judge,"  8i#ca£$cv.  So,  too,  if  the  case  is  one  to  be  decided 
by  the  evidence  of  witnesses,  e.g.^  if  A  asserts  that  C  is  a 
slave,  and  B  asserts  that  G  is  free,  and  both  A  and  B  produce 
witnesses  in  support  of  their  respective  pretensions,  then  the 
law  declares  that  the  judge  is  to  be  guided  by  B's  witnesses — 
he  has  no  discretion,  he  must  declare  C  free,  and  he  is  said 
8iKd88€v ;  or  again,  if  A  and  B  both  claim  G,  and  only  one  of 
the  claimants  produces  evidence  in  support  of  his  claim,  the 
judge  is  directed  by  the  law  to  award  G  in  accordance  with  the 
evidence  of  the  witness  (Kara  rhv  fiaCrvpa),  and  he  is  said 
8iKaS8€v.  But  in  other  cases  the  judge  is  directed  by  the  law 
to  exercise  his  discretion,  and  to  give  his  judgment  on  oath, 
Ofivvvra  Kpiv€v,  Thus,  in  the  case  last  cited,  if  A  and  B  both 
produce  witnesses,  or  if  neither  side  brings  evidence,  the  judge 
must  decide  on  oath  between  the  parties ;  or  again,  if  the  case 
is  one  in  which  witnesses  are  not  forthcoming,  or  one  in  which 
the  law  does  not  give  a  preference  to  one  party  over  the  other, 
the  judge  must  take  on  himself  the  responsibility  of  deciding, 
and  must  ofivvvra  Kpivev,  When  judgment  had  been  deli- 
vered, there  was  no  appeal  against  it ;  and  the  execution  of  the 
decree  was  left  to  the  winning  side,  which  for  that  purpose  was 
allowed  to  seize  the  goods,  or  the  person,  of  the  other  party. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  necessary  to  call  attention  to  several 
points  in  the  method  of  judicial  procedure  in  Gortyna  which 
are  very  primitive.  First,  there  is  the  purgatory  oath :  in 
certain  cases  specified  by  the  law,  the  defendant  may  clear 
himself  absolutely,  or  the  plaintiff  may  establish  his  case  com- 
))letely,  by  taking  an  oath  that  his  statement  is  true,  and  by 
calling  down  punishment  on  his  head  from  the  gods,  if  his 
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statement  be  false.  This  method  of  judicial  proof  is  not  only 
found  in  Athens  (trpoKkrio'is  cis  opicov),  but  is  a  test  frequentlj 
employed  in  early  Germanic  codes  of  law.  Kow  if  the  use  of 
a  purgatory  oath  only  occurred  in  the  latter  codes,  it  might 
conceivably  be  of  Christian  origin,  for  they  were  reduced  to 
writing  in  Christian  times.  But  the  Gortyna  Code  takes  the 
purgatory  oath  back  to  a  pre-Christian  age,  and  indicates  that 
it  may  go  back  even  to  the  time  of  the  common  ancestors  of 
both  Greeks  and  Germans. 

A  second  institution  of  primitive  antiquity  in  the  Gortyna 
Code  is  that  of  the  co-jurors,  whose  oath  is  taken  as  evidence, 
though  they  have  no  personal  acquaintance  vnih  the  facta. 
This  institution  is  probably  referred  to  by  Aristotle  (Pol.  ii.  8, 
p.  1269a),  when  he  says  that  at  Cyme,  by  ancient  law  a  man 
may  be  convicted  of  murder,  if  the  prosecutor  produces  a  cer- 
tain number  of  his  (the  prosecutor's)  relations  to  swear  that  the 
defendant  is  guilty.  These  co-jurors  (o/iiu/idrai)  are  mentioned 
in  an  inscription  from  Lyttos,^  and  in  an  archaic  inscription  of 
Mantinea  ;  ^  they  correspond  exactly  to  the  "  eidcshelfer "  of 
early  Germanic  codes;  and  they  call  down  imprecations  on 
themselves  in  case  their  oath  is  false.  This  institution  also 
may  go  back  to  the  period  of  the  common  ancestors  of  Greeks 
and  Germans ;  for  the  co-jurors  at  Cyme  were  evidently  those 
members  of  the  murdered  man's  joint,  undivided  family,  who 
by  primitive  custom  were  bound  to  avenge  his  death ;  and  the 
institution  thus  probably  originated  at  the  time  when  the  joint, 
undivided  family  was  jointly  responsible  for  the  acts  of  each 
and  all  of  its  meml)ers. 

Finally,  in  Gortyna  the  whole  of  a  suit  was  tried  before 
one  and  the  same  judge,  whereas  under  the  fully-developed 
system  of  Athenian  procedure,  a  trial  had  two  parts ;  first, 
the  dvaK/>urt$,  in  which  the  parties  appeared  before  tlie  archon, 
stated  their  case,  and  put  in  all  the  evidence,  both  of  docu- 
ments and  of  witnesses,  which  they  wished  to  bring  forward ; 
and  second,  the  trial  before  the  dicasterion,  when  the  dicasts 
heard  the  parties  and  their  evidence,  and  gave  their  verdict. 
Now,  as  we  have  seen,  the  Gortyna  Code  in  some  of  its  pro- 
visions, e,g,y  in  the  justice  shown  to  women,  has  departed  more 
widely  from  primitive  custom  than  the  Solonian  law  did ;  but 
in  this  matter  of  judicial  procedui*e  it  is  the  Gortyna  Code 
which  is  the  more  faithful  to  the  primitive  custom.     To  appre- 

'  Comparetti,  Le  leggi^  N08.  12,  13. 

^  Foug^ree,  Bull.  Corr.  Hell.  xvL  p.  577. 
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ciate  the  importance  of  the  Gortyna  Code  in  this  respect  for  the 
history  of  Greek  law,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  object 
with  which  law  is  first  reduced  to  writing.     Where  the  law  is 
unwritten,  and  a  privileged  class  of  nobles  or  patricians  have 
the  sole  right  of  declaring  what  the  law  is,  there  is  a  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  privileged  class  to  abuse  its  privilege,  and  to 
tamper  with  the  law.     It  becomes,  therefore,  the  interest  of  the 
plebs  or  irXriBos  to  have  the  law  definitely  published  in  writing, 
so  that  all  may  know  what  the  law  is,  and  none  may  misrepre- 
sent it.     But  even  when  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  what  the  law 
ia,  the  magistrate  whose  duty  it  is  to  administer  it  has  opportu- 
nities, and  may  be  tempted  to  dispense  not  justice,  but  injustice, 
especially  in  the  interests  of  the  privileged  class  to  which  the 
magistrate  still  belongs.     It  becomes,  therefore,  the  object  of 
the  people  to  limit  by  law  the  power  and  the  discretion  of  the 
magistrate  as  far  as  possible.     It  is  to  this  stage  in  the  develop- 
ment of  legal  procedure  that  the  Gortyna  Code  has  attained. 
The  law,  with  the  view  of  narrowing  down  opportunities  for 
the  maladministration  of  justice,  withdraws  the  decision  of  as 
many  cases  as  possible  from  the  discretion  of  the  Sucaora?. 
Thus,  the  law  lays  down  certain  provisions,  e.^.,  that  a  donation 
from  husband  to  wife  must  be  made  in  the  presence  of  three 
witnesses,  and  if  these  provisions  have  been  complied  with, 
then  the  judge  has  no  discretion :  he  must  give  his  award  in 
confirmation  of  the  donation.     Or,  if  only  one  side  produces 
witnesses,  or  if  the  case  can  be  settled  by  an  oath  of  compurga- 
tion, the  magistrate's  decision  must  be  as  the  law  directs.     Or, 
even  if  both  sides  produce  witnesses,  it  is  still  possible  for  the 
law  to  keep  the  judge   straight  in  certain  cases.     Thus,  on 
grounds  of  public  interest,  it  is  better  that  a  slave  should 
escape  than  that  a  free  man  should  lose  his  liberty  unjustly ; 
and  the  law  directs  that  the  witnesses  in  favour  of  liberty  are 
to  be  believed — the  judge,  belonging  to  the  class  of  the  wealthy, 
who  might  claim  the  persons  of  their  debtors  for  non-payment 
of  debt,  is  allowed  no  discretion,  for  he  might  exercise  it  un- 
justly in  the  interests  of  his  class,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the 
poor.     Finally,  in  those  cases  where  the  law  could  not  pre- 
determine the  result  of  the  trial,  and  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  judge  should  be  trusted,  the  only  protection  the 
ir\T)6o^  could  obtain  for  itself  was  to  put  the  magistrate  on  his 
oath  to  judge  fairly ;  and  this  was  done  in  Gortyna,  and  also, 
it  would  seem,^  at  one  time  at  Ephesus. 

*  Inaeripttom  Jut.  Oreoques,  iil.  435,  n.  3. 
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This  is  the  stage  of  development  in  which,  as  we  have  said, 
we  find  the  Gortyna  Ck)de ;  and  this  is  the  stage  in  which  the 
legal  procedure  at  Athens  was  in  the'  time  before  Solon,  that 
is  to  say,  the  whole  of  a  suit  was  tried  before  one  and  the 
same  magistrate,  viz.,  an  archon.^  It  was  Solon  who  com- 
pleted the  work  of  democratic  reform  in  legal  procedure,  and 
who  gave  the  demos  complete  protection  against  the  danger 
of  maladministration  of  justice  on  the  part  of  the  magistrate, 
especially  in  political  trials,  e.^.,  the  tiials  of  magistrates  on 
going  out  of  office.  He  allowed  an  appeal  from  the  archon's 
decision  to  a  popularly  constituted  court  of  jurors  or  dicasts ;' 
and,  in  course  of  time,  just  as  the  ecclesia  absorbed  the  politic^] 
power  of  the  magistrates,  so  the  dicasteria  inevitably  absorbed 
the  judicial  powers  of  the  archons,  whose  share  in  the  proceed- 
ings dwindled  into  the  purely  formal  dvoKpuris  of  the  fourth 
century,  while  the  proceedings  before  the  dicasterion  came  to  be 
the  real  trial  (see  the  next  chapter).  In  Gortyna  there  was 
no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  judge,  and  consequently  the 
distinction  between  the  dvoKpurts  and  the  real  trial  was  not 
developed.' 


CHAPTER  XX 

THE  JUDICIAL   SYSTEM   OF  ATHENS 

No  case  could  come  before  the  law  courts  (i^Xiaio,  Suc<um/^ia), 
unless  it  was  brought  on  by  some  magistrate  or  other.  Kvery 
magistrate,  i.e.,  every  official  to  whom  executive  power  was 
intrusted  by  the  state  for  any  period  exceeding  thirty  days, 
had  certain  cases,  which  (for  the  most  part)  he,  and  he  alone, 
could  bring  before  a  court ;  and  this  power  was  called  hegemony.* 
He  did  not  try  the  cases,  nor  did  herduring  their  trial,  exercise 
any  influence  over  the  conduct  of  the  case  comparable  to  that 
wielded  by  an  English  judge.  Originally,  indeed,  the  archons 
themselves,  for  instance,  actually  tried  and  decided  the  cases, 

^  'A^.  roX.  iii.  Jci^puK  S*  V<^  '^aI  rdf  ilxas  ai^oreXeir  Kplnuf  koI  oix  &«rwtp 
wvp  TpooHucplveiir  (o2  Apxoi^Tts), 

'  rpirwf  Si  {(f  fJuiXiimL  ^a<riy  Iffxvxirai  rb  xXijSoi)  ^  €lt  t6  SucoitH^up 
#^c(ris.     Ibid.  ix. 

*  Mr.  J.  W.  Headlam,  in  the  Journal  of  HdUnio  Studiet,  ▼ol.  xiiL  Part 
I,  seeks,  unsuccessfully  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  show  that  the  diatinotion  is 
already  known  in  the  Gortyna  Code. 

*  *Biy€/iwla  diKoarfiplov  is  the  full  expression. 
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of  which,  in  later  times,  they  had  the  hegemony  only.^  Then 
Solon  created  the  dicasteria,  and  allowed  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  archons  to  a  court  of  citizens.  Wo  may  fairly 
suppose  that  at  first  appeals  were  unusual,  that  then  they 
became  common,  and  finally  universal.  Thus  in  the  end  it 
came  about,  with  the  full  development  of  the  democracy,  that 
the  real  trial  of  every  suit  was  that  which  took  place  in  the 
dicasterion ;  and  consequently  the  archon's  trial  (now  called  the 
dvaKpurii)  became  a  mere,  though  indispensable,  preliminary  to 
the  actual  trial ;  for,  though  the  archon  heard  what  both  sides 
had  to  say,  he  invariably,  and  as  a  matter  of  course,  remitted  the 
case  to  a  law  court  for  decision.^  In  this  way  the  archon,  from 
being  the  sole  and  final  judge,  came  to  be  what  the  Athenians 
of  the  democracy  called  a  riyefjMv  Buc<urrripiov,  In  this  latter 
capacity  he  did  four  things:  (i)  he  received  the  complaint  of 
any  citizen  who  wished  to  go  to  law  with  another:  (2)  at  a 
later  day  he  received  from  both  sides  all  the  evidence  which 
they  wished  to  use  at  the  trial ;  (3)  he  presided  in  the  court 
which  tried  the  case,  but  did  not,  as  president,  exercise  any 
influence  on  the  issue  of  the  trial ;  (4)  he  gave  orders  for  the 
execution  of  the  sentence. 

At  one  time  the  archons  were  the  only  executive  officials  of 
the  Athenian  state,  and  then  they  were  really  judges.  With 
the  growth  of  the  state,  however,  came  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  executive  business,  which  demanded  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  executive  officials.  These  new  executive 
officials  were  given  the  same  judicial  powers  as  the  archons 
had;  but  by  this  time  an  archon  was  merely  a  riytfuov  Siko^ 
airqpiov,  no  longer  a  judge.  The  new  executive  officials,  there- 
fore, acquired  only  the  hegemony. 

It  should  now  be  clear  that  the  first  thing  an  Athenian  had 
to  do,  if  he  wanted  to  go  to  law,  was  to  find  out  which  par- 
ticular magistrate  had  the  power  to  introduce  his  case^  to  a 
law  court,  Large,  however,  as  was  the  number  of  magistrates, 
and  numerous  as  were  the  kinds  of  suit,  this  was  not  so  difficult 
as  may  at  first  sight  appear.  From  immemorial  times  the 
archon  eponymous  had  always  had  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
of  inheritance  and  family  disputes ;  the  king-archon  had  had 
jurisdiction  over  cases  of  murder  and  impiety ;  the  polemarch 

'  Save  in  trials  for  murder.  In  them,  though  the  king-archon  tried  the 
case,  he  tried  it  in  the  presence  of  the  Areopagites  and  EphetsB,  who  gave 
the  yerdict.  "^  See  the  end  of  the  previous  chapter. 

'  Eitf-dTctv  r^p  BUcriv.  The  process  is  €l<raytayifi,  the  magistrate  (in  this 
capacity)  clffayurye^. 
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in  suits  in  which  one  of  the  parties  was  a  resident  alien.  The 
business  of  the  Thesmothetao  was  indeed  extensive  and  varied ; 
but^  generally  shaking,  we  may  say  that  it  was  to  them  a 
citizen  had  to  go,  if  he  wished  to  accuse  any  one  of  such  an 
offence  against  the  state  as  treason,  or  unconstitutional  legis- 
lation, or  perjury,  &c.  And  though  there  were  many  other 
magistrates,  each  having  hegemony  in  certain  suits,  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  jurisdiction  was  distributed  between  them  was 
so  simple  that  no  citizen  who  wished  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the 
law  could  have  any  difficulty  in  knowing  what  magistrate  he 
must  appeal  to  in  the  first  instance.  This  principle  simply  was 
that  as  an  executive  official  had  certain  duties  to  perform  (for 
instance,  the  strategi  had  command  of  the  army),  so  he  had 
the  hegemony  of  cases,  which,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he 
might  require  to  refer  to  a  law  court  for  decision.  Or,  to  put 
it  another  way,  he  had  to  administer  the  laws  which  constituted 
his  office,  and  prescribed  what  he  had  to  do.  Naturally,  there- 
fore, it  was  his  business  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  law  courts 
any  offences  against  those  laws. 

The  simplicity  and  perspicuity  which  characterise  all  the 
manifestations  of  Athenian  genius  are  not  least  remarkable  in 
the  judicial  system  of  democratic  Athens.  And  the  method  by 
which  the  labour  of  administering  justice  was  divided  between 
the  magistrates  and  the  dicasteria — the  former  preparing  the 
case,  and  the  latter  giving  judgment  on  it — is  not  tlie  invention 
of  any  one  man  of  special  genius,  but  is  due  to  the  steady,  silent 
working  of  the  Athenian  people's  own  common-sense.  But  it 
is  now  time  to  consider  certain  other  means,  whereby,  on  the 
one  hand,  every  citizen — even  the  humblest  and  most  helpless — 
was  enabled  effectually  to  invoke  the  protection  of  the  law  when 
necessary ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  law  itself  not  merely 
invited,  but  assisted  citizens  to  an  amicable  arrangement  of  their 
differences,  without  coming  into  court 

The  magistrates  to  whom  an  Athenian  had  to  apply  in  all 
cases  where  property  (unless  it  was  an  inheritance)  was  in  dis- 
pute, or  damages  were  claimed,  were  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
things,  and  unless  the  matter  was  urgent  (a  contingency  which 
we  will  consider  shortly),  the  Forty  Dicasts.^ 

This  board  consisted,  as  its  title  implies,  of  forty  dicasts, 
four  drawn  by  lot  from  each  tribe.     Thus  every  tribe  had  its 

^  This  board  was  ol  rcrra/idfrorra,  from  the  archonship  of  Endeidea. 
Pravionaly,  and  from  B.O.  453,  it  was  the  Thirty.  Its  ultimate  origrin  is 
in  the  "  local  justices,"  dcxaorai  irard  Si^/uot/t  of  Pisistratns. 
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four  representatives,  and  those  four  formed  a  committee  of  the 
board.  If  a  citizen  had  a  complaint  against  any  man,  he  went 
to  the  committee  consisting  of  the  representatives  of  the  tribe 
to  which  that  man  belonged.  If  the  property  in  dispute  was 
not  worth  more  than  ten  drachmas  (a  drachma  roughly  =  a 
franc),  the  committee  could  settle  the  case,  and  their  verdict 
was  final.  ^  But  if  the  property  exceeded  ten  drachmae  in 
value,  the  committee  sent  the  parties  to  a  Diaet^tes  or  arbitrator. 
Now  any  citizen,  in  the  last  year  in  which  he  could  be  called 
on  to  serve  in  the  army,  i.e.,  in  his  sixtieth  year,  was  liable  to 
be  called  on  to  serve  as  a  public  arbitrator.  The  committee 
therefore  referred  to  the  list  of  citizens  who  were  in  their 
sixtieth  year  (the  list  was  engraved  on  a  bronze  stS16  which 
stood  in  front  of  the  senate-house),  and  chose  one  name  by  lot. 
The  citizen  of  sixty  years,  thus  chosen,  was  compelled,  under 
penalty  of  disfranchisement  (unless  of  course  he  was  abroad  on 
military  service,  or  already  discharging  some  public  office  at 
home),  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  parties  thus  sent  to  him. 
If  he  failed  to  do  so,  then  he  gave  his  verdict,  confirming  it 
with  an  oath  given  at  the  swearing- stone  in  the  market-place. 
His  verdict  was  final  and  conclusive,  provided  both  parties 
chose  to  accept  it;  if  either  was  dissatisfied,  the  arbitrator 
sealed  up  the  plaintiff's  documents  in  one  txi^vos,  the  defen- 
dant's in  another,  attached  his  own  verdict  in  writing,  and 
handed  them  all  over  to  the  committee  who  originally  sent  the 
disputants  to  him.  It  was  then  the  business  of  the  Forty, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  hegemony,  to  bring  the  case  before  a 
law  court. 

How  admirable  this  system  was  need  hardly  be  explained : 
the  age  of  the  arbitrator  was  a  guarantee  that  he  had  had  ex- 
perience of  life  and  of  the  world ;  his  selection  by  lot  avoided 
the  difficulties  which  in  modem  times  beset  the  choice  of  an 
arbitrator ;  and  the  problem  of  enforcing  his  award  was  solved 
in  a  simple  and  effectual  way,  by  the  provision  that  it  was  only 
valid  if  freely  accepted  by  both  parties.  But  it  should  be 
further  noted  that  the  mass  of  Athenian  citizens  may  well  have 
gone  through  life  without  being  involved  in  any  dispute  which 
could  not  be  settled  under  this  system,  for  the  hegemony  of  the 
Forty  was  very  wide :  it  afforded  protection  to  the  person  as 

^  If  the  defendant  was  a  Metio,  the  complainant  went  first  to  the  pole- 
march  (because  originally  all  cases  to  which  a  Metic  was  a  party  belonged 
to  the  polemarch's  hegemony) ;  but  the  polemarch  referred  him  to  the 
Forty,  and  the  committees  of  the  Forty  then  drew  lots  to  settle  which 
committee  should  take  the  case. 

2  O 
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well  as  to  the  property  of  the  AtheniazL  The  citizen  who  had 
been  assaulted  and  desired  compensation,  the  tradesman  who 
wished  to  recover  his  money,  the  workman  who  wanted  to 
recover  his  wages,  the  master  who  desired  to  enforce  a  con- 
tract, the  landlord  who  could  not  get  his  rent;  the  partner 
who  desired  to  dissolve  partnership,  members  of  clubs  who 
disputed  as  to  their  liabilities,  or  anything  else  in  their  bye- 
laws  ;  whosoever  wished  to  eject  a  trespasser,  whosoever  claimed 
damages  for  the  act  or  negligence  of  another,  had  to  go  to  the 
Forty  and  be  by  them  referred  to  an  arbitrator.  The  one 
drawback  to  the  system  was,  that  if  the  matter  had  in  the 
end  to  go  to  a  court,  it  was  rather  a  long  time  in  getting  there. 
But  for  this  drawback  there  was  a  remedy,  which  will  be  de- 
scribed in  the  next  paragraph. 

In  the  migority  of  cases  no  harm  is  done  by  giving  litigants 
time  to  cool  down  and  to  make  up  their  minds  after  all  not  to 
carry  their  case  into  court ;  but  in  some  cases  action  must  be 
prompt  if  justice  is  to  be  done.  Attic  law,  therefore,  provided 
in  certain  specific  cases  a  more  expeditious  route  to  the  law 
courts  than  that  via  the  Forty  and  the  Disatltaa.  These  cases 
were  called  "  monthly  suits,"  because  they  were  to  be  brought 
on  within  a  month  ;  and  the  magistrates  whose  duty  it  was  to 
bring  them  on  within  that  time  were  five  in  number,  selected 
by  lot,  one  for  every  two  tribes,  and  were  called  Elisag^geis. 
The  kinds  of  wrong  which  called  for  prompt  action,  and  there- 
fore might  be  brought  to  the  Eisagdgeis  instead  of  the  Forty 
for  remedy,  were,  for  example,  assault,  or  if  a  wife  was  kept  out 
of  her  dowry,  or  a  lender  was  kept  out  of  the  interest  on  his 
loan  (unless  he  was  so  exorbitant  as  to  demand  more  than  the 
usual  percentage,  viz.,  12  per  cent),  or  if  a  man  had  borrowed 
capital  to  set  up  business  in  the  marketplace  and  would  not 
repay  it  Other  monthly  suits  which  came  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  £isag6geis  were  actions  for  damage  done  by 
slaves  or  cattle,  partnership  and  club  disputes,  banking  caae^. 
Finally,  the  privilege  of  bringing  suits  on  within  a  month  was 
also  exercised  in  certain  cases  by  the  Thesmothetie,  who  could 
thus  introduce  " commercial  cases " ;^  by  the  nautodiksB  (bot- 
tomry cases),  and  the  apodektse,  who  might  require  to  take 
action  at  once  against  the  farmers  of  the  public  taxes. 

All  cases  of  homicide,  actual  or  attempted,  belonged  to  the 
hegemony  of  the  king-archon ;  and  the  court  before  which  he 
brought  all  oases  of  actual  or  attempted  murder  was  the  Areo- 

^  AixeU  ifiropuccU,     MoDtblj  luitssrSkat  #/i^u3ffMM. 
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pagos  (for  the  constitution  of  which  see  the  chapter  on  the 
Areopagus).  As  the  murder  laws  have  already  been  given  in  a 
previous  chapter,  all  that  need  be  done  here  is  to  describe  the 
mode  of  trial  The  accusation  was  laid  by  the  next-of-kin 
before  the  king,  who  then  formally  interdicted  the  accuser 
from  appearing  in  the  market-place  or  the  temples  until  the 
trial,  during  which  time,  however,  nobody  might  lay  hands  on 
him.  Three  preliminary  investigations^  were  held  in  three 
successive  months  by  the  king,  and  in  the  fourth  month  the 
case  was  tried  by  the  Areopagitao.  The  trial  began  by  a  solemn 
oath  on  the  part  of  the  deceased's  nearest  kinsman  that  he  was 
the  next-of-kin,  and  that  the  accused  was  the  murderer.  The 
accused  then  swore  that  he  was  not  guilty.  The  prosecution 
spoke  first,  then  the  defence  *  this  with  the  evidence  probably 
occupied  the  first  day,  after  which  the  accused  might,  if  he 
chose,  retire  into  exile.  On  the  second  day  the  prosecution  and 
the  defence  each  spoke  again,  and  the  verdict  was  given. 

The  courts  before  which  involimtary  homicide,  instigation 
to  murder,  &c.,  were  brought,  originally  consisted  of  fifty-one 
Ephetse,  who  were  citizens  over  fifty  years  of  age,  selected 
(probably)  by  lot.  How  long  they  continued  to  constitute 
the  court  is  uncertain,  but  in  the  time  of  Isocrates,  a  case  of 
involuntary  homicide  was  tried,  not  by  the  Ephetae  but  by  a 
dicasterion  sitting  in  the  Palladion. 

We  have  next  to  describe  the  constitution  of  the  dicasteria, 
and  then  we  can  trace  the  whole  course  of  a  trial  from  the  time 
when  the  aggrieved  person  summonses  the  aggressor  to  appear 
before  the  magistrate  having  hegemony  in  such  cases  to  the 
final  execution  of  the  sentence. 

Every  citizen  over  thirty  years  of  age,  and  not  disqualified 
by  disfranchisement  (art/iia),  was  eligible  to  serve  as  a  dicast 
.  (  =  heliast).  In  the  beginning,  probably  the  legal  business  of 
the  country  only  required  a  small  number  of  dicasts ;  and  then 
the  required  number  would  be  select.ed  annually  by  lot.  But 
with  the  increase  of  litigation  a  larger  number  of  courts  and  of 
dicasts  was  required ;  the  whole  body  of  dicasts  then  came  to 
consist  of  ten  sections  (dicasteria),  each  containing  500  dicasts 
(or  as  near  as  might  be)  from  one  tribe  ;  and  to  these  must  be 
added  for  each  section  100  reserve  dicasts  to  take  the  place  of 
tliose  who  might  be  prevented  by  sickness  or  other  causes  from 
serving.  Thus  the  normal  total  was,  according  to  the  Politeia, 
6000  dicasts.     After  the  time  of  the  Sicilian  expedition,  how- 
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ever,  when  the  number  of  citizens  was  so  much  smaller,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  selection  by  lot ;  every  qualified  citizen 
who  cared  to  put  his  name  down  would  find  a  place  in  Uie 
dicasteria.  In  the  fourth  century,  with  an  increased  popula- 
tion, selection  by  lot  was  again  resorted  to.  The  requisite 
number  of  dicasts  was  drawn  by  lot,  each  archon  drawing 
from  his  own  tribe,  and  the  clerk  to  the  ThesmothetaB  from  the 
tenth.  We  may  note  that  a  dicast  remained  for  life  attached 
to  the  section  to  which  the  lot  first  assigned  him,  consequently 
it  was  only  the  new  dicasts  who  had  to  be  distributed  by  lot 
amongst  the  dicasteria.  Each  dicast,  when  assigned  to  his 
section,  received  a  box-wood  tablet  (invcuctov),  on  which  were 
inscribed  his  name,  his  father's  name,  his  deme,  and  one  of  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet  up  to  kappa,  indicating  to  which  section 
he  belonged.  Every  year  each  dicast  had  to  take  an  oath  to 
the  effect  that  he  would  vote  in  accordance  with  the  lavrs  of 
the  boulS  and  demos;  or,  where  there  was  no  law  on  the 
subject,  in  accordance  with  justice,  and  not  from  motives  of 
friendship  or  enmity;  that  he  would  hear  both  sides  impar- 
tially, and  decide  with  reference  to  the  matter  before  the 
court ;  and  finally,  he  invoked  the  favour  or  the  wrath  of  the 
gods  according  as  he  gave  his  verdict  truly  or  not.^ 

The  number  of  dicasts  engaged  to  try  a  case  varied  according 
to  circumstances.  In  civil  cases,  where  the  sum  in  dispute 
was  less  than  looo  drachmsB,  the  number  of  dicasts  was  usually 
20 1,  if  more  than  that  sum,  401.  Beyond  this,  all  we  know  is 
that  as  many  as  501,  looi,  1501,  and  even  6000  dicasts  were 
sometimes  engaged  in  trying  a  single  case.  In  the  fourth 
century,  which  section  or  sections  or  parts  of  a  section  should 
sit  in  which  court,  was  decided  afresh  by  lot  every  day ;  in  the 
time  of  Aristophanes,  the  sections  were  distributed  to  their 
respective  courts  only  once  a  year.  What  cases  should  be 
brought  before  each  court  was  decided  by  the  Thesmothetie, 
who  settled  it  by  drawing  lots.  It  was  the  business  of  the 
magistrate  who  conducted  the  anakrisis  of  a  case,  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Thesmothet«,  in  order  that  they  might  provide  a 
court  and  dicasts  for  the  hearing  of  the  case. 

When  the  dicasts  had  been  appointed  to  their  courts,  they 
received  staves  of  different  colours  and  with  different  letters  of 
the  alphabet  (from  lambda  on),  corresponding  to  the  colour  and 

^  The  oath  in  Dem.  Timoer,  p.  746,  §  149,  is  certainly  the  nntnut* 
worthy  concoction  of  some  grammarian.  How  the  oath  really  ran  may  be 
disputed ;  what  is  given  above  is  what  Lipsios  (p.  154)  considers  to  be 
probably  the  sabstaaoe  of  its  contents. 
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letter  of  the  court  in  which  they  were  to  sit  respectively. 
These  staves  served  to  procure  them  admission  to  the  court, 
which  was  thus  kept  free  of  intruders.  On  entering  the  court, 
the  dicast  received  a  check  (crv^jSoXov),  which  at  the  end  of  the 
proceedings  he  presented  to  the  kolakretae,  from  whom  he  then 
got  his  pay.  The  introduction  of  the  system  of  paying  the 
dicasts  is  ascribed  to  Pericles,  both  in  the  Politics  of  Aris- 
totle and  in  the  Politeicu  It  was  probably  one  obol  per  diem 
originally,  and  was  eventually  raised  (by  Cleon)  to  three. 

On  festal  days,  and  on  unlucky  days  (rjfjxpaL  dirot/^paScs), 
and  (in  the  fourth  century)  on  days  when  there  was  an  ecclesia, 
the  law  courts  did  not  sit.  Probably  this  left  about  a  hundred 
days  in  the  year  for  meetings  of  the  dicasts. 


CHAPTER  XXI 

LEGAL  PROCEDURE  IN  ATHENS 

The  Athenian  who  wished  to  bring  a  suit  of  any  kind  ^  against 
his  fellow-citizen,  had  to  commence  proceedings  by  formally 
calling  his  opponent  to  appear  on  a  stated  day  before  the 
magistrate  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  particular  suit  fell. 

^  The  various  kincU  of  suits  may  be  tabulated  as  follows : — 

Special. 
''  B.  lhifio<rlai=yf>aupcU 


Aixai 


{ 


d.  tdiai      =       diicax 

(in  Darrower 
sense) 


Ordinary. 

Tp^  Ttya 
(non-criminal). 


jcard  riyot 
(crimioal). 

Aiiccu  fStat  are  those  in  which  the  interest  involved  is  that  of  an  indivi- 
dual ;  Hlxai  diifAOffltu,  those  in  which  the  interest  is  not  that  of  an  indi- 
vidual. The  former,  private  suits,  can  only  be  brouj^ht  by  the  individual 
directly  injured  (save  in  cases  of  murder),  and  the  fine  or  property  in 
dispute  (if  any)  goes  to  him,  if  he  wins.  In  public  suits,  the  prosecutor 
need  not  himself  have  sustained  injury  in  pocket  or  person,  and  must  go 
on  with  the  case  when  he  has  once  begun,  and  get  at  least  one-fifth  of  the 
jury's  votes,  or  be  fined  1000  drachmse. 

The  special  {ypat^)  are  the  BoKifMffla  and  eUBvvai  of  officials,  the 
dirayMT^,  M€i^it  and  i^piffficit,  ^>daiSy  dxoypa^,  elffayyeXla,  and  trpopoKii, 
The  ordinary  (ypa^)  are  all  other  public  suits,  in  which  the  community's 
interests  are  directly  or  indirectly  attacked. 

As  the  class  Ukou,  Kard  timos  (in  which,  though  the  individual  is  primarily 
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On  that  day,  in  the  presence  of  his  adversary,  he  laid  his  com- 
plaint in  writing  before  the  magistrate,  whose  duty  it  then 
was  to  determine  whether  there  was  or  was  not  anything  in  the 
form  or  nature  of  this  ex  parte  statement  itself  to  bar  further 
proceedings.  If  the  complaint  was  formally  admissible  and 
accepted  by  the  magistrate,  both  parties  to  the  suit  paid  the 
court  fees,  and  the  accuser,  if  necessary,  deposited  caution- 
money  as  a  guarantee  of  the  good  faith  of  his  proceeding.  A 
day  was  then  appointed  by  the  magistrate  for  a  preliminary 
examination,  anaJcrisis,  of  the  case.  In  the  meantime,  the 
written  accusation  was  posted  for  public  inspection.  The 
purpose  of  the  anakrisis  was  to  enable  the  magistrate  to  decide 
whether  the  matter  was  one  which  could  be  brought  before  a 
court,  and  if  so  to  prepare  it  for  submission  to  the  court  At 
this  investigation,  each  party  swore  to  the  goodness  of  his 
cause,  and  produced  all  the  evidence  which  he  wished  to  go 
before  the  court.  The  adversary  might  now  allege  reasons, 
if  any,  why  the  case  could  not  legally  be  proceeded  with.  If 
such  reasons  were  not  alleged,  or  were  over-ruled,  the  written 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  and  all  documents  on  both  sides 
were  placed  in  a  vessel  of  metal  or  earthenware,  echinus,  and 
were  taken  possession  of  by  the  magistrate  imtil  the  day  of  the 
trial.  On  this  day  (usually  the  thirtieth  from  the  first  appear- 
ance of  both  parties  before  the  magistrate),  in  the  court  assigned 
by  the  ThesmothetaB,  and  before  the  jury  or  dicasts  selected  by 
lot,  the  magistrate  who  had  conducted  proceedings  thus  far  pro- 
duced the  documents  in  his  charge,  and  the  clerk  to  the  court 
read  the  charge  made  by  the  accuser,  as  also  the  counter-charge, 
if  any  had  been  made  against  him  by  his  adversary,  at  the  pre- 
liminary investigation.  The  accuser  was  then  called  upon  by  the 
presiding  magistrate  to  speak,  and  was  allowed  to  invite  friends 
to  speak  on  his  behalf  after  him.     His  opponent  then  replied, 

injured,  the  interests  of  the  community  require  the  suppression  of  the 
crime)  overlaps,  in  many  cases,  the  class  of  ordinary  7^^^  (in  wfaic^, 
though  the  interests  of  the  state  are  attacked,  the  individual  suffers),  it 
follows  that  a  person  injured  had  often  his  choice  between  proceeding  by 
9lKrj  or  ypa^. 

As  to  the  special  ypatpoXj  the  dro7pa0i^  was  the  form  of  procedure  by 
which  a  private  person  was  charged  with  being  in  unlawful  possession  of 
property  belonging  to  the  state ;  the  peculiarity  of  the  ^d^rts  was  that 
it  was  the  form  prescribed  in  cases  when  the  successful  prosecutor  claimed 
half  the  penalty  ;  the  irpo/9oXi}  was  the  mode  by  which  a  diffident  prose- 
cutor sheltered  himself  behind  the  ecclesin,  as  he  made  his  aocnsatioQ  to 
the  assembly,  and  the  assembly  decided  whether  the  matter  was  one  to  be 
gone  on  with  or  not.  The  other  special  forms  of  ypapii  have  been  or  will 
be  dealt  with  elsewhere. 
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and  in  some  cases  both  sides  were  allowed  to  speak  a  second 
time.  The  evidence  which  had  been  deposited  with  the  magis- 
trate was  read  by  the  clerk  when  required  by  the  speaker,  who 
introduced  such  portions  of  it  at  such  points  in  his  speech 
as  seemed  to  hiiii  most  advisable.  Witnesses  themselves  did 
not  appear,  and,  therefore,  were  neither  examined  nor  cross- 
examined.  And  since  the  time  that  the  speeches  might  take 
was  defined  by  the  law,  and  measured  by  tlie  watern^lock,  it  is 
intelligible  that  no  trial  was  allowed  to  occupy  more  than  a 
single  day.  The  jury  gave  their  verdict  by  secret  vote,  and 
without  consultation.  If  the  trial  went  against  the  accuser, 
and  if,  further,  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  jury  voted  for  him, 
he  was  in  some  (private)  suits,  ipso  facto,  condemned  to  pay  to 
his  adversary  one- sixth  of  the  sum  which  the  latter  would  have 
had  to  pay  had  he  lost  the  verdict.  In  public  suits  the  accuser, 
under  these  circumstances,  was  condemned  to  a  fine  of  a  thou- 
sand drachmas.  The  decision  of  the  court  was  final,  and  could 
not  be  upset,  unless  a  successful  action  for  perjury  against  the 
witnesses  on  one  side  enabled  the  other  to  institute  proceedings 
for  setting  aside  the  verdict  in  the  first  trial.  If  the  case  went 
by  default,  and  the  losing  side  could  subsequently  prove  that 
the  default  was  due  to  circumstances  beyond  its  control,  a  new 
trial  might  be  obtained.  But  though  Attic  law  admitted  that 
false  representations  might  mislead  the  dicasts,  it  did  not  admit 
that  dicasts  otherwise  could  make  a  mistake.  Mercy,  however, 
might  in  exceptional  circumstances  temper  justice,  and  the 
sovereign  people  could  pardon  an  offence  against  the  state. 

We  must  now  examine  the  course  of  legal  procedure  at 
Athens  in  rather  closer  detail,  and  we  begin  by  inquiring  what 
persons  in  Athens  were,  and  what  were  not,  allowed  by  law  to 
be  parties  to  a  suit.  To  begin  with,  women  and  minors  could 
not  institute  legal  proceedings,  except  through  their  guardians 
or  Kvpvoi.  Men  must  not  only  possess  the  mental  qualification 
of  sanity,  and  the  physical  qualitication  of  full  age,  but  certain 
legal  qualifications  as  well.  In  the  first  place,  the  party  to  a 
suit  must  be  free :  slaves  could  not  institute  any  legal  proceed- 
ings. Being  free  and  a  foreigner,  he  was  allowed  by  law,  on 
the  introduction  of  his  patron  (if  a  Metic),  or  his  proxenus  (if 
a  temporary  resident),  or  in  his  own  right  (if  he  belonged  to 
the  privileged  class  of  laror€X€U),  to  institute  not  only  a  private, 
but  also  a  public  suit,  provided  that  the  latter  was  brought  with 
a  view  to  the  redress  of  personal  grievances  of  his  own.  Being 
free  and  a  citizen,  he  must  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  civic 
rights ;  for  a  citizen  might,  by  way  of  punishment,  be  disquali- 
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fied  (ari/ios),  either  from  the  exercise  of  aU,  or  from  the  exercise 
of  some  of  the  rights  of  a  citizen.  In  the  former  case  he  was 
excluded  from  the  markets,  the  temples  of  the  gods,  aod  from 
all  assemhlies  of  the  citizens  for  whatever  purpose;  he  was, 
therefore,  incapahle  of  addressing  a  law  court  for  any  purpose 
whatever.  The  less  stringent  form  of  disqualification  frequently 
took  the  shape  of  a  prohibition  forbidding  the  aTip>s  the  right 
of  instituting  certain  kinds  of  suits. 

Corporations,  as  well  as  individuals,  could  appear  before  the 
law,  in  the  person  either  of  their  president,  or  some  member 
appointed  ad  hoc  Amongst  such  corporations  may  be  noted 
the  state  itself,  the  demes,  the  phratries,  as  well  as  private 
religious  corporations. 

In  many  cases  the  state  was  content  to  leave  it  to  the  self- 
interest,  or  to  the  patriotism  of  the  individual  citizen,  to  insti- 
tute legal  proceedings,  even  on  behalf  of  the  state.  In  others, 
however,  the  duty  of  prosecution  was  intrusted  by  the  law  to 
its  own  officials,  even  on  behalf  of  private  persons.  Thus  the 
king-archon  had  to  take  steps,  when  necessary,  to  enforce  the 
rights  of  fatherless  children  and  widows.  Sometimes  also,  in 
extraordinary  emergencies,  persons  or  bodies  might  be  speci- 
ally commissioned  as  (rjrrjraL,  to  hunt  out  and  prosecute  wrong- 
doers. Finally,  whether  private  suits  could  be  brought  against 
magistrates  during  their  year  of  office  is  open  to  discussion. 

The  formal  commencement  of  legal  proceedings  consisted  in 
the  citation  of  the  adversary,  in  the  presence  of  (usually  two) 
witnesses,  to  appear  before  the  magistrate  in  whose  hegemony 
the  case  fell.  The  citation  had  to  be  made  five  days  at  least 
before  that  on  which  the  parties  were  to  appear  before  the 
magistrate ;  ^  and  in  the  case  of  certain  classes  of  suits,  there 
were  certain  months  in  which  proceedings  could  not  be  insti- 
tuted. Mercantile  suits  ^  could  only  be  laid  in  the  winter 
months ;  probate  and  murder  cases  could  not  be  undertaken  at 
the  end  of  the  official  year,  when  they  would  have  to  be  begun 
under  one  magistrate,  and  concluded  by  another.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  set  against  the  law's  delays  in  these  respects,  there  are 
sundry  cases  in  which  the  appearance  of  the  accused  before  the 
magistrate  was  immediate  on  citation.  In  private  suits,  indeed, 
only  foreigners,  not  citizens,  were  subject  to  such  summary 
proceedings.  In  the  case  of  public  suits,  for  instance  in  certain 
cases  of  murder,  the  accused  might  straightway  be  summoned 

^  (Dem.)e.  Maeari.  1076;  Ar.  Nuh,  1131,  1221. 
'  d(jca(  ifAwopucoL 
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to  appear  before  the  magistrate,^  or  the  magistrate  might  be 
brought  to  the  offender,^  or  citation  might  be  dispensed  with 
entirely,  and  information  given  to  the  proper  magistrate;^ 
while  in  the  case  of  an  eia-ayyekia  also,  citation  was  unnecessary. 
As  regards  the  actual  process  of  citation,  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
an  Athenian's  house  was  his  castle,  and  that  it  was  not  allow- 
able to  enter  it  forcibly  for  the  purpose  of  citing  him.  If  he 
was  abroad,  he  might  still  be  cited,  and  the  citation  held  good 
if  testified  to  by  witnesses. 

The  witnesses  to  the  citation  are  KXrjrrjpes ;  their  action  is 
KXrir€V€iv ;  a  prosecution  for  false  witness  in  this  connection 
is  ypo-^  \l/€v8oK\rjr€la^  The  citation  itself  is  irpoa-Khrfa-is  or 
kXtjo-is,  the  verb  irfHMrKakturOaL  or  icaXeur^ai.  'EyKakeiv  is 
the  verb  used  of  inviting  one's  adversary,  before  citing  him, 
to  repair  his  wrong  to  you. 

The  day  named  by  the  accuser  in  his  citation  might  either 
be  a  day  legally  appointed  for  the  receipt  of  accusations  of  the 
kind  in  question,^  or  might  not,  in  which  case  probably  the 
accuser  previously  ascertained  on  what  day  the  magistrate's 
official  duties  would  allow  of  his  receiving  the  charge.  On 
that  day  it  was  the  business  of  the  magistrate  to  satisfy  him- 
self that  the  accusation  was  laid  in  legal  form.  It  was  necessary 
that  the  accuser  should  be  qualified  to  lay  the  accusation,  and 
that  he  should  have  duly  cited  his  adversary  to  appear.  The 
accusation  might  be  rejected  for  technical  reasons,  or  for  being 
brought  at  a  time  forbidden  by  law,  or  for  being  brought  to  a 
magistrate  whose  jurisdiction  or  hegemony  did  not  include  it. 
If  the  accusation  satisfied  the  magistrate  in  all  these  points,  the 
complainant  had  then  to  pay  certain  fees,  the  irapaKarapoXrj 
and  TrapaoTourw ;  and  both  parties  had  to  pay  7rpvTav€ia  to  the 
court,  the  winning  side  being  refunded  by  the  party  cast.  The 
latter  were  court  fees.  The  amount  varied  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  suit,  being  thirty  drachmse  where  tibie  com- 
plainant's claim  was  for  more  than  a  thousand  drachmae,  three 
if  over  a  hundred,  and  less  than  a  thousand ;  while,  where  the 
claim  was  for  less  than  a  hundred  drachme,  or  the  suit  was  a 
public  one,  in  which  the  accuser  was  not  seeking  his  own  inte- 
rest, no  irpvraveta  were  paid  to  the  court.  In  other  public 
suite,  being  brought  for  the  public  good,  there  was  only  a 
nominal  fee  of  one  drachma,  called  Trapaxmuris.     The  word 

*  dwaytay^.  '  i^n/jyTfau.  *  frfci^tf. 

*  As,  for  instance,  the  In;  kcU  v4a  (Ar.  Vetp,  1 189- 1 200),  for  the  recovery 
of  debts. 
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irapaKara^okri^  which  properly  signifies  only  the  depositing  of 
money,  was  applied  to  the  money  deposited  by  the  complainant 
as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith,  and  forfeited  by  him  if  he  lost  his 
case.  Such  a  deposit,  however,  was  required  only  in  two  kinds 
of  suit :  in  claims  against  the  state  for  confiscated  goods,  and 
in  claims  to  an  inheritance  already  assigned  by  a  court.  In 
the  former  case  the  vapaKaraPokrj  amounted  to  one-fifth,  in 
the  latter  to  one-tenth  of  the  value  of  the  property  claimed. 
If  the  fees  were  not  paid  the  accusation  was  not  accepted^  and 
when  accepted  it  was  copied,  and  the  copy  exposed  for  public 
inspection  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  magistrate's  office. 

Tlie  written  accusation  was  called  krj^ts  or  €y#cX>;/*a.  The  board 
(whitened  with  chalk  or  gypsum)  on  which  it  was  copied  was 
<ravt9  or  Xeuicoi/ia.  The  form  in  which  accusations  were  drawn 
in  private  suits  may  be  seen  from  this  charge  in  a  SIkyi  ^Xa^^ : 
^€ivap)(o^  'Zwrrpdrov  Kopiv^tos  IIpo^ci'i^,  ^  (rvvei/u,  pXAPrf^,  mX- 
dvTtav  Svo,  "E/SXa^c  fJL€  Upo^vos  viroSe^dfuvos  cis  rrfv  oiKiav  t^v 
€avTov  TTiv  €v  ay/M^,  0T€  w€<f>€vy<ai  'AOT^vrjOev  Karyeiv  €k  XaX;(£So9, 
.  .  .  ^pvo'iov  fikv  <rTarrjpas  oySoi^Kovra  Kal  Sia«coa'iOV9  ical 
ir€VT€,  OV9  eKofiura  Ik  XaX)(t8os,  ciSoTO?  Ilpof cvov,  icat  €urrjXBov 
lyinv  €19  r^v  OLKiav  avroO,  dpyvptafjuara  &  ovk  IXarrov  cucocri 
fiv(ov  o^ta,  cTTi/SovXcwras  tovtois.  In  Dem.  Kara  Drc^vov,  A-  p. 
1 1 15,  we  have  the  accusation  in  a  Bucrj  ^f^ev^fjafyrvpuav^  which 
begins  thus :  'AwoXXoSwpos  Ilao-taivos  *A\apv€\s  Src^vy  Mcve- 
kX,€ovs  *A)^apv€i  \//€vSopApTvpiiov*  rCp.rfpxi  rdXavroVy  and  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  We  may 
compare  the  mock  trial  in  Ar.  Wasps,  894  : — 

diroi)er*  ^17  rip  ypaiptft.  iypd^aro 
Kikap  KvdaBffifauift  Kd^ifT*  Ai^wr^a, 
rbnf  Tvpbp  dducetp  6ti  /jlAwos  KarffcdiGf 

If  the  case  were  one  for  a  public  arbitrator,  or  StairatTiJ?,  the 
magistrate,  having  accepted  the  accusation,  at  once,  and  without 
hearing  arguments  from  the  defendant,  remitted  it  to  a  Scatn}- 
r»;9,  chosen  by  lot  from  amongst  those  arbitrators  appointed  to 
act  for  the  tribe  to  which  the  defendant  beloi^d.  In  other 
cases  the  magistrate  appointed  a  day  for  the  investigation 
{(iTiakrisis)  of  the  case.  On  that  day  the  accused  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, which  was  by  law  allowed  to  him  then,  and  not  when 
the  accusation  was  first  laid,  of  taking  exception  to  the  further 
procedure  of  the  case.  He  might  argue  that  the  complainant 
was  not  legally  qualified  to  institute  proceedings,  that  the 
alleged  grievance  was  not  one  for  which  there  was  a  lega^ 
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remedy,  that  the  matter  had  already  been  settled  by  a  previous 
judgment  from  a  law  court  or  by  a  compromise,  or  that  the 
complainant  had  allowed  the  time  for  legal  proceedings  to  go  by 
(debts,  for  instance,  could  not  be  recovered,  nor  inheritances, 
under  certain  circumstances,  disputed,  nor  guardians  prosecuted 
after  a  lapse  of  five  years),  or  that  the  remedy  sought  was  not 
that  appointed  by  law,  or  that  this  magistrate  had  not  the  re> 
quisite  hegemony,  or  jurisdiction.  The  form  taken  by  the 
exception  might  be  a  simple  allegation,  in  writing,  that  the 
complainant  was  not  legally  qualified,  or  that  the  magistrate 
had  no  hegemony,  &c.,  and  this  form  of  exception  was  called 
irapaypaKfyrj,  The  complainant  might  admit  the  allegation,  and 
amend  his  accusation  accordingly,  or  he  might  deny  it;  and 
then  the  allegation  was  submitted  to  a  law  court  for  decision, 
the  original  case  being  suspended  meanwhile.  If  the  exception 
were  sustained  by  the  defendant,  the  original  case  was  thereby 
finally  quashed ;  if  not,  it  might  then  be  resumed.  In  either 
case,  if  the  losing  side  failed  to  get  one-fifth  of  the  jury's  votes, 
he  had  to  pay  to  the  other  side  one-sixth  of  the  amount  claimed 
by  the  prosecutor  in  the  original  action.  The  form  taken  by 
the  exception  might,  however,  not  be  a  trapaypat^^  but  a 
SuLfiafyrvpia,  that  is  to  say,  might  be  not  a  bare  allegation,  but 
one  supported  by  witnesses.  For  instance,  the  accused  might 
allege  that  the  archon  polemarch,  before  whom  the  complainant 
had  brought  him,  as  being  a  foreigner,  had  no  jurisdiction  over 
him,  as  he  was  a  citizen,  in  this  case ;  and  he  might  further 
offer  to  prove  his  allegation  by  witnesses.  But  if  the  defendant 
thus  chose  to  appeal  to  evidence,  it  was  obviously  only  just  that 
the  complainant  also  should  be  allowed  to  call  witnesses.  Ac- 
cording to  Attic  law,  the  complainant  was  in  this  case  first  called 
upon  to  produce  his  witnesses ;  and  it  was  only  if  he  declined 
to  do  so  that  the  defendant  was  allowed  to  call  the  witnesses  on 
his  side.  What  the  defendant  could  do,  however,  if  his  adver- 
sary called  witnesses,  was  to  indict  them  for  perjury ;  and  if  he 
got  a  conviction  he  thereby  established  the  validity  of  the  ex- 
ception he  had  taken  in  the  shape  of  a  Biafiafnvpla,  and  conse- 
quently his  opponent  was  debarred  from  proceeding  with  the 
original  action.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  defendant  did  not 
prosecute  his  adversary's  witnesses,  or  failed  to  obtain  a  convic- 
tion against  them  for  perjury,  his  exception  thereby  broke  down, 
and  the  original  action  might  be  proceeded  with.  The  defendant 
who  elected  to  employ  the  Siapjaprvpia,  had  probably  to  face  the 
contingency  of  paying,  in  a  private  suit,  one-tenth  of  the  amount 
claimed  from  him  in  the  original  action,  if  he  failed  to  establish 
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hiB  exception.  On  the  other  hand,  the  accuser  who  prosecuted 
his  opponent's  witnesses  for  perjury,  and  who  failed  to  obtain 
one-fifth  of  the  jury's  votes,  had  to  pay  a  fine,  which  in  private 
suits  went  to  the  other  side. 

The  preliminary  investigation  is  avafcpuris,  the  magistrate  is 
said  dvaKpivtiv  toU  dvri&CKots  rriv  Sucriv  or  ypa^i^,  the  parties 
are  said  dvoKpivea-Sai  r^v  Sucrjv,  the  suit  is  said  dvojcp^O^vai^ 
The  suitor  who  might  but  does  not  employ  the  SuLfMAprvpla 
is  said  avrofiax^^v.  When  the  defendant  takes  no  exception 
to  the  proceedings,  the  plaintiff  is  said  €v$vSiKi^  curtcva&,  or 
€ia'€p\<Ea'6ai. 

The  defendant  who  took  no  exception  to  the  form  of  the 
accusation,  the  tribunal,  &c.,  but  declared  his  intention  of 
allowing  proceedings  to  take  their  ordinary  course,  did  not 
therefore  forfeit  the  right  to  charge  his  adversary  with  the 
very  offence  of  which  he  was  himself  accused,  and  such  a  cross- 
accusation  was  called  an  dvTvypaifirj,  This  is  a  provision  made 
by  the  law  of  most  countries,  and  is  obviously  in  accordance 
with  justice ;  in  assaults  each  party  may  well  think  he  has  a 
case  against  the  other,  and  in  no  case  would  it  be  tolerable  that 
cross-accusations  should  be  inadmissible,  else  a  criminal  could 
protect  himself  from  legal  proceedings  by  the  simple  process  of 
instituting  an  unreal  suit  against  the  injured  person.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  same  way  that  the  laying  of  an  accusation 
did  not  relieve  the  accuser  from  being  charged  by  his  adver- 
sary with  the  very  same  offence,  the  laying  of  an  din-iypa^  or 
cross-accusation  did  not  interfere  with  the  prosecution  of  the 
original  suit ;  the  two  trials  went  on  perfectly  independently  of 
each  other.  They  might  he  tried  simultaneously,  and  even  if 
tried  successively  they  might  be  decided  in  such  a  way  that 
the  same  person  won  one  and  lost  the  other,  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute being  the  same  in  both  trials. 

The  word  dvTi,ypa<t>i^  is  also  used  of  any  counter-charges 
designed  to  parry  an  accuser's  attack,  and  in  this  wider  sense 
includes  the  irapaypa<firj  and  SiafuipTvpia.  The  word  is  by  a 
natural  extension  made  equivalent  to  ypa<fyrjy  and  is  used  not  only 
of  the  charge  made  by  the  one  party,  but  also  of  that  made  by 
the  other,  for  the  charge  made  by  the  accuser  in  the  original  suit 
is  no  less  a  cross-charge  or  counter-accusation  than  that  raised 
by  the  defendant.     To  lay  a  cross-accusation  is  dvTiypdif>er&au 

If  no  exceptions  were  raised  or  successfully  sustained  by  the 
defendant,  the  ordinary  course  of  the  anakrisis  was  for  each  suitor 
to  swear  to  the  truth  of  his  cause,  and  then  to  produce  all  the 
evidence  he  wished  to  bring  forward  at  the  trial,  for  nothing  was 
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then  admissible  which  had  not  been  depcNsited  \vith  the  magistrate 
at  the  anakiisis.  The  evidence  thus  produced  might  consist  of 
copies  of  laws,  documents  of  all  kinds,  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses, the  evidence  of  slaves,  and  oaths.  The  laws  of  the  land 
were  partly  posted  up  in  public  places  for  general  reference, 
partly  kept  in  the  Metrdon,  where  also  they  could  be  consulted ; 
and  the  suitor  who  wished  to  quote  in  the  trial  any  law  or  a 
portion  thereof  had  to  make  a  copy  of  it  and  deposit  it  at  the 
anakrisia  The  documents  put  in  as  evidence  might  be  con- 
tracts, bonds,  testaments,  bankers'  books  (which  were  accepted 
as  evidence  of  debt),  psephisms  of  the  people  or  the  boulS, 
decrees  of  foreign  states,  letters  from  foreign  states,  and  other 
state  documents.  If  the  documents  required  by  a  litigant  were 
accessible,  a  copy  properly  testified  to  could  be  obtained,  and 
would  suffica.  If  the  document  were  in  the  possession  of  the 
other  side,  or  of  some  person  who  made  difficulties  about  show- 
ing it,  the  litigant  could  formally  summon  the  possessor  to 
discover  it,  and  in  case  of  refusal  could  institute  a  suit  against 
him,  or  without  resorting  to  such  a  troublesome  proceeding 
might  content  himself,  when  the  trial  day  came,  with  making  a 
point  in  his  speech  against  his  adversary  out  of  his  refusal  to 
discover  the  document.  The  testimony  of  witnesses  is  impor- 
tant enough  to  demand  a  paragraph  to  itself. 

The  oath  taken  by  the  party  to  a  suit  is  dynafiocria.  At(i>- 
fuxria^  which  properly  stands  for  the  oaths  taken  by  both  sides, 
is  frequently  used  of  the  oath  taken  by  one  or  other  of  the  two 
suitors.  By  a  still  further  extension  the  former  word  ia  some- 
times used  to  mean  the  written  accusation  sworn  to  by  the 
accuser,  and  oven  to  mean  the  cross-accusation  sworn  to  by  the 
defendant.  An  action  for  the  discovery  of  documents  is  SUr) 
els  €fjL€f)avii)v  KaracrToxnv.  The  summons  to  produce  documents 
is  9r/3o#cXi^ts. 

Evidence  could  only  be  given  by  free  men  of  full  age  in 
possession  of  civic  rights ;  minors  and  women  could  not  give 
evidence  at  all,  and  slaves  (except  under  torture),  only  for  the 
prosecution  in  a  trial  for  murder.  Foreigners,  whether  Metics 
or  tcroTcXeis,  could  give  evidence,  except  in  a  diamartyria 
taking  exception  to  the  further  prosecution  of  a  trial  of  a 
defaulting  freedman.  Further,  a  person  otherwise  qualified 
to  give  evidence  could  not  be  a  witness  in  his  own  suit  (except 
in  a  diamartyria  arising  out  of  a  disputed  inheritance),  and  wit- 
nesses were  only  allowed  to  testify  to  what  they  had  themselves 
witnessed,  not  to  hearsay,  unless  the  person  from  whom  they 
heard  the  statement  was  dead.    Witnesses  abroad  or  sick  might 
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give  their  evidence  in  writing,  and  if  it  was  taken  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  responsible  person^  who  testified  ihat  it  was  faithfully 
taken,  it  could  be  put  in  at  the  anakrisis.  Every  person  I^ally 
qualified  to  serve  as  a  witness,  except  the  adversary,  was 
bound  to  give  evidence  when  called  upon,  or  to  appear  on  the 
day  of  the  trial  and  take  oath  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter  in  dispute.  If  he  failed  to  appear,  or  refused  to  take 
this  oath,  he  was  liable  to  an  action  for  damages.  If  a  witness 
epgaged  to  appear  and  failed  to  do  so,  he  could  be  prosecuted 
as  a  defaulting  witness.  If  a  witness,  after  a  formal  summons 
to  give  evidence  or  take  the  consequences,  still  refused,  he  could 
be  fined  a  thousand  drachmss.  This  fine  went  to  the  state, 
and  this  form  of  summons  was  therefore  generally  in  use  in 
public  suits. 

The  testimony  of  every  witness  had,  in  accordance  with  an 
express  provision  of  the  law,  to  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  thus 
given  to  the  magistrate  at  the  anakrisis.  It  was  not  in  all  cases 
necessary  that  the  witness  should  take  an  oath  as  to  the  truth 
of  his  testimony,  and  in  no  case  was  the  oath  administered  by 
the  magistrate  or  the  court.  At  the  anakrisis  the  one  side 
took  the  other  side's  witnesses  to  the  altar  and  swore  them. 
At  the  trial  the  witness  ascended  the  witnesses'  tribune,  when 
his  evidence  was  read,  and  tacitly  acknowledged  it  as  liis,  or 
possibly,  in  some  cases,  swore  to  it.  The  only,  even  distant, 
approach  to  the  examination  or  cross-examination  of  witnesses 
was  when  a  witness  was  challenged  in  the  presence  of  the 
judges,  in  the  way  already  described,  either  to  testify  to  or  to 
swear  ignorance  of  the  matters  which  the  other  side  suggested 
that  he  was  cognisant  of.  In  this  case  a  statement  of  the 
matters  to  which  it  was  suggested  the  witness  could  testify  was 
put  in  at  the  anakrisis,  and  was  read  aloud  at  the  trial  in  tiie 
presence  of  the  witness.  Finally,  it  is  to  be  noted  that,  whereas 
in  a  trial  before  a  court  of  dicasts,  no  evidence  could  be  pro- 
duced in  court  which  had  not  been  put  in  at  the  anakrisis,  in 
a  trial  before  an  arbitrator  witnesses  were  called  at  the  trial, 
as  the  case  was  referred  by  the  magistrate  to  the  arbitrator 
without  anakrisis. 

The  expressions  for  calling  on  a  bystander  to  become  a 
witness  to  a  proceeding  are,  ^fjaprvpearOai^  hnfuifyrvp&rSaty 
fjuifyrvpwSai^  Foreigners  could  not  give  evidence  in  a  Btaftap- 
rvpia  firj  euraycuyi/Aov  €Tvai  r^v  Stinjv,  when  the  action  was 
against  a  defaulting  freed  man  {Bucq  oTroarraa-iov).  The  Kvpto^  of 
a  woman  or  minor  could  be  his  own  witness  in  a  Svafiafyrvpta  fiij 
iiTiSiKQy  tlvai  rhv  Kkrjpov.     To  give  hearsay  evidence  is  okq^v 
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fjMfyrvfxiv.  Evidence  of  persons  sick  or  abroad  taken  on  com- 
mission is  €KfuipTvpiay  the  verb  €Kfmfyrvp€iv ;  to  acknowledge  such 
evidence  as  being  one's  evidence  is  dva8€x«o-tfai  t^v  €Kfmfyrvpiav ; 
to  testify  that  it  was  properly  taken  is  fMifyrvpttv  rrfv  €Kfmp- 
rvpioLv.  An  action  for  false  witness  is  SUrj  }//€vBofijapTvpitov ; 
.for  damages,  SU-q  I3kdl3rjs;  against  a  defaulting  witness,  SU-q 
XiiropjaprupLov.  The  formal  summons  to  give  evidence,  which 
entailed  a  fine  of  1000  drachmse  if  not  complied  with,  is 
Kkrjr€V(ris.  The  oath  that  one  knows  nothing  of  the  matter  is 
.  k^pjofria. 

We  now  come  to  the  evidence  of  slaves  under  torture.  This 
kind  of  evidence  was  highly  valued  at  Athens,  and  was  considered 
more  trustworthy  than  that  of  free-bom  citizens,  as  indeed  it 
may  have  been ;  but  it  was  not  therefore  particularly  good,  for 
obstinacy  might  make  a  callous  slave  persist  in  falsehood,  and 
weakness  make  a  feeble  slave  give  the  evidence  which  he  saw 
his  torturers  desired  him  to  give.  Slaves  could  not  be  tortured 
except  by  their  owner's  permission,  and  imder  the  conditions 
he  chose  to  prescribe.  It  was  therefore  customary  to  challenge 
the  other  side  to  allow  his  slaves  to  be  tortured,  or  to  offer  one's 
own  slaves.  Such  a  challenge  was  made  in  the  presence  of 
witnesses,  most  commonly  in  the  market,  and  frequently  in 
writing.  If  the  challenge  was  accepted,  this  document  was 
useful  in  holding  the  signatories  to  their  engagement,  and 
might  serve  as  ground  for  an  action  if  either  party  broke 
the  contract.  The  nature  of  the  torture  and  the  amount,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  to  conduct  it, 
were  usually  stated  in  a  formal  document  As  a  rule  the  torture 
was  administered  before  the  anakrisis,  in  order  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  slave,  duly  attested,  might  be  put  in  at  the  anakrisis ; 
but,  in  extraordinary  cases,  it  seems  to  have  been  possible  to 
torture  a  slave  on  the  day  of  trial  in  presence  of  the  dicasts ; 
while,  if  the  evidence  of  the  slave  was  not  to  decide  some  par- 
ticular point,  but  to  settle  the  whole  matter  in  dispute,  the 
torture  might  be  challenged  and  accepted  at  any  point  in  the 
proceedings. 

Finally,  if  a  suitor  had  no  other  evidence  to  produce,  if 
witnesses  of  the  transaction  were  from  one  cause  or  another 
wanting,  if  no  documentary  record  were  in  existence,  he  might 
offer  to  take  a  solemn  oath  that  the  matter  was  as  he  contended, 
or  challenge  his  adversary  to  swear  the  contrary;  or  it  was 
equally  permissible  to  challenge  the  other  side  to  allow  some 
third  j>erson  to  swear  to  the  matter.  Such  an  oath  would  then 
be  recorded,  put  in  as  evidence  at  the  anakrisis,  and  produced 
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at  the  trial  It  is  remarkable  that  whereas  women  could  not 
appear  as  witnesses  to  a  suit,  they  could  and  did  take  oaths 
which  were  accepted  in  a  court  of  law ;  and  further,  though  no 
man  might  be  a  witness  in  his  own  case,  he  yet  might  swear  to 
a  fact.  The  explanation  of  this  seeming  anomaly  is  that, 
whereas  it  was  oiUy  with  the  consent  of  the  other  side  that  a 
point  in  dispute,  or  as  was  sometimes  the  case  the  whole  matter, 
could  be  referred  for  decision  to  the  solemn  oath  and  declara- 
tion of  a  woman,  or  a  party  to  the  suit,  witnesses,  of  course, 
were  produced  by  either  side  without  consulting  the  other  ;  and 
whereas  the  one  side  might  discredit  the  other  side's  witnesses, 
the  suitor  who  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  some  person's  sworn 
declaration  could  not,  if  the  declaration  turned  out  to  be  against 
him,  refuse  to  abide  by  it.  When  all  the  evidence  that  each 
side  wished  to  produce  at  the  trial  had  been  put  in — and  it  is 
self-evident  that  this  process  might  occupy  a  considerable  time 
— the  documents  recording  it  were  placed  in  the  ^xtKos,  sealed, 
and  taken  in  keeping  by  the  magistrate  who  had  presided  at 
the  anakrisis,  which  was  now  complete. 

A  challenge  to  employ  the  torture  of  slaves  is  rpoicXi^ts  cw 
pdcravov.  The  owner  who  offers  his  slave  to  the  torture  is 
said  irapaSvSovai ;  he  who  accepts,  ira/MiXa/ij3avciv ;  he  who  calls 
for  the  other's  slaves,  c^ixctM.  The  persons  appointed  to  regu- 
late the  torture  are  Paxravurrai,  the  statements  made  und^ 
torture  j3acrai/oi. 

For  most  suits  it  was  provided  by  law  that  they  should  come 
before  a  court  of  dicasts  for  trial  thirty  days  after  the  laying  of 
the  accusation.  This  space  of  time  was  evidently  considered 
enough  to  allow  for  the  completion  of  the  anakrisis  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases.  At  the  same  time  it  ia  readily  conceivable  that 
this  period  might  prove  insufficient :  the  presiding  magistrate 
might  be  too  occupied  with  other  official  duties  to  conduct  an 
anakrisis  during  that  time ;  or  the  time  might  not  be  sufficient 
to  allow  of  all  the  necessary  evidence  being  got  together ;  or 
even  if  the  anakrisis  could  be  completed,  the  magistrate  might 
find  it  impossible  to  preside  at  the  trial  on  the  proper  day,  or 
the  parties  miglit  unite  in  applying  to  have  the  trisd  deferred, 
say  in  the  hope  of  meanwhile  settling  the  matter  out  of  court, 
or  either  suitor  might  be  able  to  show  good  cause  why  he  could 
not  be  present  on  that  day.  Thus  the  law  might  be  delayed 
at  Athens,  and  was  frequently  delayed,  sometimes  for  yeara 
But  in  justice  to  the  law,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  in  at  least 
certain  suits,  which  were  hence  called  "monthly  suits,"  the 
day  of  trial  either  could  not,  or  could  only  under  very  extra- 
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ordinary  circumstances,  be  put  off  beyond  the  regular  period  of 
thirty  days.  With  reference  to  the  mode  in  which  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  trial  was  applied  for,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the 
trial  the  suitor  who  alleged  that  he  was  unable  to  be  present 
commissioned  some  one  to  represent  to  the  court  for  him  that 
he  was  prevented  by  absence  abroad,  sickness,  death  of  a  near 
relative,  &&,  from  putting  in  an  appearance.  This  statement 
had  to  be  made  on  oath.  The  other  side  might  admit  the 
allegation,  or  might  take  oath  that  the  allegation  was  untrue, 
in  which  case  the  dicasts  heard  what  both  parties  had  to  say 
in  support  of  their  statements,  and  decided  the  matter.  If  the 
absentee  sustained  his  representation,  the  case  was  adjourned ; 
if  not,  the  case  went  against  him  in  default  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  application  for  adjournment  might  be  made  in 
another  way,  by  applying  in  writing,  before  the  day  of  the 
trial,  to  the  presiding  magistrate.  In  this  form,  too,  the 
declaration  had  to  be  made  on  oath,  and  might  be  met  by  a 
sworn  counter-declaration  from  the  otiier  side. 

Monthly  suits,  Sixat  e/A/jitjvoi,  included  SUai  ipavucai^  furak- 
KiKai^  irpoiiC(^.  The  oath  of  the  absentee  is  vn-co/ioorio,  the 
connter-oath  dvOwiofuxria,  The  written  application  sent  in 
before  the  day  of  trial,  17  KvpiOy  is  irapaypa^, — Cf.  Dem.  c. 
Meid.  541,  21 ;  c.  Euerg,  1151,  2,  and  1153,  5. 

It  was  open  to  either  side  to  offer  to  settle  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute by  amicable  arrangement  at  any  time  before  the  verdict  was 
given — before  or  after  the  anakrisis,  when  the  trial  had  com- 
menced, when  both  parties  had  been  heard,  and  even  after  the 
dicasts  had  recorded  their  votes,  provided  that  they  had  not  been 
yet  counted.  It  was,  however,  only  private  suits  which  could 
lawfully  be  compromised.  In  a  public  suit  a  fine  of  a  thousand 
drachmsB  was  the  penalty  to  be  inflicted  on  an  accuser  who  failed 
to  proceed  with  his  accusation.  And  this  was  reasonable  on  two 
accounts :  first,  the  interests  of  the  community  were  at  stake  in 
a  public  suit,  and  to  compromise  was  to  betray  them ;  next, 
the  fine  was  a  wholesome  deterrent  to  sycophants,  i.6.,  to  those 
who  sought  to  levy  blackmail  by  the  threat  of  public  prosecu- 
tion. As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  public  suits  were  frequently 
dropped.  The  levying  of  the  fine  probably  rested  with  the 
presiding  magistrate,  who  may  have  bowed  to  custom,  and 
have  forborne  from  exacting  it. 

The  ThesmothetsB  gave  public  notice  of  the  day  on  which 
cases  would  be  tried,  of  the  suits  which  would  be  tried  in  the 
various  courts,  and  the  order  in  which  they  would  be  brought 
on.     Proceedings  began  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  the 

2  P 
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trivial  cases  were  taken  first.^  The  dicasts  were  apportioned 
by  lot  to  the  courts  in  which  they  were  to  sit ;  this  made  it 
difficult  or  impossible  to  "  get  at "  them  beforehand.  In  tiie 
court  they  found  the  magistrate  sitting  who  had  instructed  the 
anakrisis,  and  to  whose  hegemony  the  case  belonged  A  signaJ, 
possibly  a  flag,  was  kept  hoisted  until  the  proceedings  b^^an ; 
then  it  was  hauled  down,  and  the  dicast  who  came  after  that 
got  no  trioboL  Order  was  maintained  in  court  and  amongst 
the  spectators  by  the  "  Scyths.''  Heralds  and  clerks  were  at 
hand.  The  presiding  magistrate  first  called  upon  the  litigants 
to  present  themselves.  An  offering  or  a  lustration  was  made, 
and  a  prayer  recited  by  the  herald.  The  accusation  and  the 
rejoinder  were  read  by  the  scribe,  and  the  parties  were  called 
upon  to  plead.  The  law  required  that  every  man  should  plead 
his  own  cause ;  hence  the  man  who  felt  unequal  to  this  task 
either  got  some  one  to  write  a  speech  for  him,  which  he  learned 
by  heart,  or  else  he  contented  himself  with  a  few  words  of  in- 
troduction, and  then  (as  he  was  entitled  to  do)  called  on  his 
friends  to  speak  in  his  support  As  it  was  expressly  forbidden 
by  the  law  that  any  one  should  be  hired  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
a  litigant,  these  "  friends  "  naturally  began  by  explaining  that 
their  motive  in  speaking  was  hatred  of  the  other  side,  or  any- 
thing else  that  would  give  a  colour  to  their  proceeding.  In 
some  cases — we  know  not  which — when  both  sides  had  spoken 
once,  each  side  was  allowed  a  second  speech.  The  length  of 
time  which  might  be  occupied  by  each  side  in  speaking  was 
determined  by  law  (save  in  trivial  suits) ;  and  if  there  were 
several  speakers  on  one  side,  they  had  to  divide  the  time 
allotted  to  their  side  between  them.  There  was  an  official 
whose  sole  business  it  was  to  work  the  water-clock  (clepsydra), 
and  he  it  is  who  is  addressed  in  the  orator's  injunctions  to 
"  stop  the  water,"  or  "  let  it  nin."  ^ 

How  witnesses  gave  their  evidence  has  been  previously 
explained.  A  speaker  might  not  be  interrupted  by  his  oppo- 
nent, but  he  (the  speaker)  might  put  questions  to  them.  "Die 
dicasts,  however,  could  interrupt  a  speaker,  reprove  him  if 
necessary,  or  ask  him  to  explain.  They  also  had  no  scruple  in 
making  lively  demonstration  of  their  feelings,  hence  the  orator's 
entreaties  to  them  not  to  make  a  disturbance.  They  might 
even,  having  heard  one  side,  refuse  to  hear  the  other,  and  con- 

'  Hence  they  were  called  iiodipol  dUau 

'  The  official  is  6  i^dtap,  the  injunotionfl  are  irCKape  rd  0^^  aad 
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demn  a  man  unheard.  Their  oath  bound  them  to  hear  both 
sides,  but  verdicts  given  in  the  unfair  manner  just  described  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  chaUenged.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  speakers  appealed  as  much  to 
the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  the  dicasts  as  to  their  intellect, 
and  that  such  appeals,  however  >videly  they  departed  from  the 
matter  in  hand,  were  not  checked.  The  accused  habitually 
endeavoured  to  work  upon  the  feelings  of  the  dicasts  by  pro- 
ducing in  court  their  little  children,  their  aged  parents,  and 
helpless  dependents,  or  by  getting  men  of  distinction — even 
the  presiding  magistrate  himself — tx)  appeal  for  mercy  on  their 
behalf. 

The  speeches  ended,  the  presiding  magistrate  called  upon  the 
dicasts  to  vote,  and  this  they  did  -without  previous  consultation 
amongst  themselves ;  indeed,  juries  so  large  as  those  at  Athens 
could  not  possibly  retire  to  deliberate  on  their  verdict.  The 
method  of  voting  differed  at  different  periods.  In  the  fifth 
century  each  dicast  had  one  psephos,  a  mussel-shell ;  and  there 
were  two  vessels,  into  one  of  which  he  cast  his  vote  if  he 
wished  to  acquit,  and  into  the  other  if  he  wished  to  condemn. 
But  how  his  vote  could  be  secret  in  this  case  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained.  In  the  fourth  century  each  dicast  received  two 
^ffML  Each  of  these  psephi  was  made  of  metal,  and  consisted 
of  a  circular  disc  through  the  centre  of  which  ran  a  stem,  which 
projected  at  right  angles  from  each  siirface  of  the  disc.  The 
only  difference  between  the  two  was  that  the  stem  of  one 
was  hollow,  of  the  other  solid;  and  this  difference  was  con- 
cealed if  the  dicast  put  a  thumb  and  finger  on  the  two  ends 
of  the  stem.  The  solid  psephos  was  the  vote  for  acquittal, 
the  hollow  for  condemnation.  The  dicast  cast  whichever  he 
thought  fit  into  the  vessel  provided  for  receiving  the  votes ; 
and  the  other  psephos,  which  now  had  become  useless,  he  threw 
into  another  vessel  provided  for  the  receipt  of  waste  psephi,  so 
to  speak.  And  as  no  one  could  tell  whether  he  dropped  the 
hollow  or  the  solid  psephos  into  the  KaSia-Kosy  secrecy  of  voting 
was  secured. 

If  the  majority  of  dicasts  voted  for  condemnation,  and  the 
case  was  one  in  which  the  penalty  had  to  be  assessed,  then  the 
prosecution  made  a  speech  proposing  a  penalty;  the  defence 
proposed  an  alternative  penalty,  and  the  dicasts  probably  had 
no  choice  but  to  vote  for  one  or  the  other.  The  time  these 
speeches  might  occupy  was  determined  by  law.  How  the  j  ^,>^ 
dicasts  recorded  their  vote  in  the  fourth  century  is  unknown ;  /  »/a  mA  » 
in  the  time  of  Aristophanes  they  had  wax  tablets,  on  which  a     J^^*  ' 
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long  line  was  drawn  by  the  dicast  if  he  voted  for  ihe  heaTier 
penalty,  a  short  one  if  for  the  lighter.  Finally,  the  trial  had 
to  be  concluded  the  same  day  as  that  on  which  it  began,  unless 
the  sitting  of  the  court  was  interrupted  by  external  occurrences 
or  of  SuxniiJLfta. 

In  some  private  cases — in  which  is  unknown — and  in  the 
paragraphe  and  antigraphe  and  in  the  phcuiSy  if  the  accaser 
failed  to  obtain  one-fifth  of  the  votes,  he  was  condemned  to 
pay  a  fine  amounting  to  one-sixth  of  what  the  defendant  would 
have  had  to  pay  had  he  been  condemned.  As  there  are  six 
obols  in  a  drachm,  this  fine  was  known  as  cn-fD^ScAui,  t.^.,  one 
obol  in  the  drachm. 

In  public  suits,  the  prosecutor  who  failed  to  obtain  one-fifth 
of  the  votes  was  condemned  to  pay  the  same  fine  as  if  he  failed 
to  proceed  with  his  prosecution,  viz.,  one  thousand  drachms. 
Only  two  classes  of  cases  were  exempt  from  this  provision,  viz., 
that  in  which  the  prosecutor  laid  an  information  (curayycXca) 
before  the  archon  that  an  orphan,  an  heiress,  or  an  aged  person 
was  being  subjected  to  ill-treatment  (icaicaxris),  and  cases  of  high 
treason;  and  eventually  the  immunity  was  abolished  in  this 
class  of  case  also. 

In  public  cases,  if  the  accused  was  sentenced  to  death  or 
imprisonment,  he  was  at  once  taken  into  custo<ly  by  the  Scyths, 
until  the  presiding  magistrate  had  time  to  communicate  his 
sentence  to  the  £Ieven,  whose  business  it  then  was  to  cany 
out  the  sentenca  If  the  sentence  was  slavery,  the  prisoner 
was  sold  by  the  Poletae ;  if  banishment,  the  sentence  need  only 
be  published — the  exile  who  returned  without  leave  was  to  be 
put  to  death ;  those  who  sheltered  him  were  to  share  his  sen- 
tence. If  the  accused  were  disfranchised,  publication  alone 
was  necessary.  If  his  goods  were  confiscated,  the  demarch  of 
his  deme  or  the  Eleven  sold  him  up.  Fines  fell  either  to  the 
state  or  the  temple  treasuries :  the  praktores  got  in  the  former, 
the  treasurers  of  the  respective  temples  the  latter.  Until  the 
fine  was  paid,  the  condemned  man  could  exercise  none  of  his 
civic  rights.  If  he  did  not  pay  at  the  appointed  time,  the 
fine  was  doubled.  If  he  did  not  pay  then,  his  goods  were 
confiscated.  If  they  did  not  suffice  to  pay  the  fine,  he  and  his 
heir,  as  state  debtors,  were  disfranchised  until  they  paid. 

In  private  cases,  a  period  ^  within  which  the  defendant  was 
to  obey  his  sentence,  was  appointed.  If  he  exceeded  the 
delay  thus  allowed  him,  the  pLiintiff  could  seize  on  some  of  his 

'  Tpo$€fffjUa, 
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goods,^  and  indemnify  himself  by  publicly  selling  them ;  or,  in 
the  case  of  considerable  sums,  he  could  enter  on  possession^ 
of  a  piece  of  real  property.  Or  if  the  sentence  awarded  the 
plaintiff  a  piece  of  real  property,  he  could  enter  on  possession ; 
or  if  he  did  not  choose  to  do  so,  he  could  claim  the  rent  of  the 
house  or  land ;  ^  or  he  could  obtain  power  to  indemnify  him- 
self *  out  of  the  rest  of  the  defendant's  property  ;  or  finally,  he 
could  make  him  a  debtor  to  the  public  treasury  for  the  amount,^ 
and  thus  disfranchise  him. 

As  to  new  trials  and  appeals,  the  rule  in  Attic  law  was  that 
the  verdict  of  the  dicasts  once  given  was  final. ^  A  new  hearing 
of  civil  suits  was  only  possible  under  two  circumstances :  ^  a 
man  who  had  l>een  condemned  by  default  might  (within  two 
months)  show  that  it  was  through  no  fault  of  his  that  he  had 
not  appeared  at  the  original  trial ;  ®  or  the  loser  in  a  suit  might 
claim  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  that  his  opponent  had  \ron  by 
perjury. 

The  decision  of  courts  other  than  dicasteria  was  not  con- 
sidered to  be  final ;  hence  there  was  an  appeal  (€</>€(rts)  to  the 
dicasts  from  the  decision  of  public  arbitrators  (StatTjyrai), 
from  a  fine  (ciri/^oAr/)  inflicted  by  a  magistrate  in  the  exercise 
of  summary  jurisdiction,  and  from  the  verdict  of  townsmen 
who  excluded  a  man  from  the  deme. 
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In  the  earliest  periods  of  all  Aryan  peoples  a  stranger  was  an 
enemy,  who  might  be  killed  by  any  member  of  the  tribe  with 
impunity,  if  not  with  credit,  and  whose  kin  could  obtain  no 
wergeld  for  his  blood.  But  even  in  pre-historic  times  a  certain 
amount  of  commerce  obtained  between  different  tribes,  and  the 
desire  to  procure  foreign  products  would  induce  some  powerful 
member  of  the  tribe  to  afford  protection  to  the  wandering  mer- 
chant from  whom  the  desired  articles  were  alone  to  be  obtoined. 

^  '£r^i;pa  Xa/Scu^  or  tfkipeoff  ip€xvpdj^€w,  ^  '£M/9arei/c(v. 

^  By  a  Hkii  h^oudov  or  Ka/nrov  respectively. 

^  By  a  SIkti  oAcr/af.  '  By  a  BUrj  k^o6\ijs. 

'  The  suit  thus  for  ever  settled  was  SIkti  adronXi^s. 

^  A  salt  re-heard  was  bUri  dvddorof. 

"  This  proceeding  is  r^r  (prffiop  {^mjp)  dirriKaxt^P' 
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The  relation  thus  established  between  the  guest  and  the  guest's 
friend  tended,  as  society  became  permanent,  to  become  heredi- 
tary ;  and  even  when  the  basis  of  the  guest-friendship  was  no 
longer  trade,  the  original  foundation  of  the  relation  perpetuated 
itself  symbolically  in  the  exchange  of  presents,  customary  even 
in  Homer's  time  between  the  two  guest-friends.^ 

But  even  when  the  Greek  word  ^vo9  had  come  to  acquire 
the  meaning  of  "  guest-friend  "  in  addition  to  its  original  mean- 
ing of  "  enemy,"  just  as  the  Teutonic  word  "  guest "  originally 
had  the  same  meaning  as  the  Latin  hostis,  identical  philologi- 
cally  with  it ;  ^  even  when  the  stranger  under  the  protection  of 
Zeus  Xenios  was  safe  from  attacks  on  his  life  and  property,'  he 
was  far  from  enjoying  the  same  legal  rights  as  the  ordinaiy 
citizen.  He  could  purchase  no  land  or  house  in  the  state ;  he 
could  wed  none  of  its  daughters ;  he  could  appear  before  none 
of  its  tribunals,  in  none  of  its  political  assemblies,  at  none  of  its 
religious  festivals.  This  was  a  state  of  things  which  naturally 
became  intolerable  as  trade  between  various  states  tended  to 
increase;  and  various  remedies  were  sought:  in  some  cases 
states  entered  into  treaties  with  each  other,  whereby  the  citizens 
of  each  were  guaranteed  certain  rights  and  privileges^  within 
the  borders  of  the  other.*  Occasionally  every  right  was  accorded 
by  the  one  state  to  any  or  all  of  the  citizens  of  the  other  state. 
But  treaties  of  this  kind  were  comparatively  rare.  The  more 
frequent  were  those  termed  o-i'/x/JoAa,  which  probably  differed 
very  much  from  one  another  in  many  of  their  provisions,  but 
resembled  each  other  in  providing  that  the  accused  should  in 
the  first  instance  bo  tried  before  a  tribunal  of  his  own  state,* 
that  an  appeal  was  allowed  to  the  accuser  only,  and  was  to  be 
made  to  some  third  state  specified  in  the  treaty.  If  no  <rvfjfioka. 
existed,  the  accuser  was  at  liberty  to  seize  upon  the  person  or 
the  goods  of  the  accused,  in  ortler  thereby  to  compel  him  to 
appear  before  a  tribunal  in  the  country  of  the  prosecutor ;  or 
the  prosecutor  might  first  obtain  authority  from  the  law  courts 
of  his  own  country  to  seize  the  defendant  or  his  property.  The 
fact  that  such  haling  was  impossible  if  (rvfA^oXa  existed  must 
have  been  a  powerful  inducement  to  contract  a  treaty. 

Concurrently  with  this  development  of  pacific  relations 
between  states,  guest-friendship  was  transformed  from  a  private 

'  Od,  i.  174,  ff.  '  See  Schrader,  Prchiatorie  ArUiquilietf  p.  35a 

»  Od.  xiv.  56. 

*  Such  as  iyKT7i<ni  yifs  xal  o/x/af,  iwiyafdOf  &c     Cf.  C.  L  (?.  2556W 
'  E,g,,  between  Smyrna  and  Magnesia  in  B.C.  244  (C  /.  0,  3137)* 

•  Dein.  vii.  13. 
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to  a  public  and  ofHcial  institution.  The  ^tvos  became  a 
wpo^vos.  It  is  usual  to  compare  the  proxenos  of  ancient 
Greece  with  the  consul  of  modem  times,  and  the  analogy  holds 
good,  inasmuch  as  both  institutions  were  developed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  citizens  trading  with  foreign  states,  and  both  per- 
formed the  same  functions,  affording  advice  and  assistance  to 
private  citizens  of  the  country  of  which  they  were  the  repre- 
sentatives, and  providing  information  to  the  governments  that 
appointed  them.  But  the  differences  between  an  ancient 
proxenos  and  a  modem  consul,  arising  as  they  do  from  pro- 
found differences  between  ancient  and  modern  states,  are  as 
important  as  the  resemblances.  In  a  modern  country  the  pro> 
tection  afforded  by  the  law  to  foreigners  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  state  is  as  complete  as  that  given  to  native  citizens, 
and  the  opportunities  for  obtaining  political  and  commercial 
information  enjoyed  by  the  foreigner  are  not  inferior  to  those 
possessed  by  a  native.  Consequently  the  consul  of  modern 
tiroes  is  usually  a  native  of  the  country  which  appoints  him, 
and  as  the  representative  of  that  country  enjoys  privileges  in 
the  state  to  which  he  is  accredited  not  possessed  by  natives  of 
that  state.  In  ancient  states  the  citizens  were  regarded  as 
forming  one  family  and  as  forming  a  religious  communion, 
from  which  all  strangers  were  to  be  jealously  excluded.  As  it 
was  impossible  for  a  foreign  state  to  intrude  one  of  its  own 
subjects  as  its  representative  into  this  close  circle,  it  chose  one 
of  those  already  within  the  ring.  The  proxenos  was  always  a 
native  of  the  country  in  which  he  resided,  not  of  the  country 
which  appointed  him.  Further,  the  appointment  gave  the 
proxenos  no  official  status  in  his  own  country,  though  it  con- 
ferred honours  and  privileges  on  him  in  the  state  appointing 
him.  As  a  rule  a  state  selected  some  distinguished  citizen, 
who,  by  the  eagerness  with  which  he  sought  to  make  a  large 
number  of  private  guest-friends,  had  shown  that  he  was  well 
disposed  to  act  in  the  interests  of  the  state  to  which  his  private 
guest-friends  belonged.  Wlien  he  had  been  officially  appointed 
proxenos,  he  became  ex  officio  the  guest-friend  of  all  citizens  of 
the  state  appointing  him,  their  patron,  unless  they  chose  to 
select  another  for  themselves,  and  the  diplomatic  agent  of  the 
state.  It  remains  to  be  noted  that  the  state  appointing  the 
proxenos  had  no  power  to  compel  him  to  perform  the  duties  he 
undertook,  or  to  punish  him  for  a  breach  of  faith.  Never- 
theless, the  proxenos  seems  to  have  usually  been  perfectly 
faithful,  and  the  office  tended  to  become  hereditary  as  had  the 
private  institution.     Amongst  the  relations  of  Greek  states  to 
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one  another  we  have  next  to  notice  rudimentary  traces  of  a 
ju6  gentium. 

lliere  were  certain  unwritten  laws  which,  as  a  matter  of 
tradition  and  custom,  regulated  the  relations  of  one  state  to 
another  to  some  extent     These  customs,  for  the  most  part^ 
display  themselves  when  the  relations  in  question  are  hostUe — 
a  fact  which  indicates  that  hostility  was  the  usual  attitude 
hetween  neighhouring  trihes  or  communities  when  these  cus- 
toms took  shape.     There  is,  however,  one  branch  of  this  un- 
written law  which  applied  to   times  of  peace — the  process 
known  as  at^S/ooXi^^io,  by  which  the  relatives  of  a  man  mur- 
dered abroad  might  obtain  the  vengeance  which  custom  and 
religion  required  them  to  exact.     The  belief  that  the  blood  of 
a  murdered  man  brought  some  kind  of  supernatural  danger 
to  the  country  in  which   the   murder  was  committed,  unless 
the  deceased  were  avenged,  was  common  to  all  the  Greeks, 
and   probably  was   strong  enough   in   the  majority  of  cases 
to   induce  a  state  to  give  up  any  of  its  citizens,  who  had, 
within  its  boundaries,  killed  a  foreigner.     But  custom  further 
allowed  the  relatives  of   the   deceased   to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  upon  the  state  in  question  by  seizing  any  three  of  its 
citieens,  and   holding  them   as  hostages  until  the  murderer 
was    punished,    or    made  the    compensation    which    custom 
allowed. 

The  unwritten  laws  of  war  gave  inviolable  sanctity  to  the 
person  of  a  herald  carrying  his  staff  of  office.  The  foe  who 
acknowledged  his  defeat  by  asking  leave  to  carry  his  dead  from 
off  the  field  of  battle  might  not  be  denied.  Prisoners  of  war 
were  at  the  mercy  of  their  captor  :  they  might  be  slain.  They 
were  commonly  held  to  ransom,  or  sold  into  slavery,  if  not 
ransomed. 

More  important,  however,  in  the  history  of  Greek  states 
than  these  traces  of  a  jus  gentium  are  the  relations  which  existed 
between  a  colony  and  its  mother  city.  Two  kinds  of  colony 
were  known  to  the  Greeks,  the  dwoiKta  and  the  Kkrfpovxla, 
The  former  was  politically  independent,  the  latter  politicdiy 
dependent  on  the  mother  city.  The  former  was  the  more 
numerous  kind,  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  type  of  Greek 
colony.  The  latter  was  of  the  nature  of  a  political  experiment^ 
which,  after  trial  for  a  couple  of  centuries  (b.c.  570-370),  was 
abandoned. 

The  tie  between  an  diroiKia  and  the  mother  state  was  purely 
one  of  sentiment,  and  in  practice  the  tie  was  not  particularly 
strong.     The  theory  was  that   the  colony  was  politically  tlie 
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equal  of  the  mother  city,^  but  that  the  latter  exercised  over 
her  colonies  a  hegemony  such  as  equals  might  properly  submit 
to.*  The  general  feeling  in  Greece  was  also  in  harmony  with 
this  :  it  was  that  colonies  when  in  danger  might  appeal  to  the 
mother  state  for  assistance,  and  that  she  ought  to  afford  the  aid 
required ; '  that  the  colonies  ought  to  aid  the  old  country/  and 
might  only  turn  their  arms  against  her  under  great  provocation.^ 
Thus  the  colonies  enjoyed  autonomy  in  their  internal  govern- 
ment^ and  freedom  to  shape  their  own  foreign  policy;  while 
the  title  of  the  mother  state  to  hegemony  never  in  Greek 
history  resulted  in  the  creation  of  an  empire  such  as  was  the 
outcome  of  the  hegemony  exercised  by  Athens  over  her  allies. 
The  only  exceptions  to  the  rule  that  an  drroiKCa  was  politically 
independent  are  but  apparent  Corinth,  indeed,  sent  magis- 
trates to  her  colony  PotidsBa,  but  they  exercised  no  real  con- 
trol over  the  policy  of  the  colony,  for  they  could  not  prevent  it 
concluding  a  truce  with  an  enemy  of  Corinth.  Sinope  exacted 
tribute  from  her  colonies,  but  this  tribute  was  really  rent  for 
the  land  occupied  by  the  colonists,  which  belonged  to  Sinope. 
Finally,  the  inhabitants  of  ^gina  had  to  plead  in  the  law 
courts  of  Epidaurus,  but  the  close  proximity  of  the  colony  to 
the  mother  city  makes  this  instance  an  exception  to  general 
rules. 

At  first  sight  the  political  independence  of  the  dvoiKia  seems 
to  resemble  that  enjoyed  by  certain  British  colonies,  and  to  be 
due  to  the  same  cause.  But  on  closer  examination  this  proves 
not  to  be  the  case.  It  is  indeed  true  that,  in  the  ancient  as  in 
the  modem  world,  colonies  travel  in  the  direction  of  democracy 
much  more  rapidly  than  the  mother  country ;  that  the  condi- 
tions of  colonial  life  necessarily  obliterate  the  social  distinctions 
of  the  old  country;  and  that  colonies  survive  and  thrive  in 
virtue  of  a  self-assertiveness  and  independence  of  character  in 
the  individual  colonist,  which  must  in  the  end  display  itself  in 
the  attitude  assumed  by  the  colonists  collectively  towards  the 
mother  country;  while  the  distance  between  the  two  states 
tends  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  mother  country  to  exercise 
continuous  and  effective  control  over  her  colonies.  But  all 
these  facts  together  do  not  constitute  an  explanation  of  the 
independence  of  the  dwoiKia,  for  they  simply  explain  how  a 
colony  originally  dependent  eventually  becomes  independent, 
whereas  the  dwoiKta  was  from  its  foundation  independent.    Nor 

»  Thuc.  i.  34.  «  Ibid.  i.  38.     Of.  iii.  61. 

»  Ibid.  V.  106.  *  Ibid.  i.  27  ;  vii.  57.  »  Ibid.  v.  84. 
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have  any  British  colonies  (save  those  which  hy  an  act  of  war 
and  of  successful  rebellion  have  broken  off  the  connection  with 
the  mother  country)  ever  attained  the  same  degree  of  independ- 
ence as  the  Greek  airoiKia,  for  the  crown  retains  the  appoin^ent 
of  the  governor,  and  a  veto  upon  the  legislation  of  all  British  colo- 
nies.    We  have,  therefore,  still  a  difference  between  the  (uroucta 
and  a  modern  colony ;  and  we  have  yet  to  find  the  reason  of 
that  difference.     Now  the  causes  which  lead  to  colonisation 
are  four :  over-population,  political  dissension,  religious  dissen- 
sion, and  commerce.     But  all  four  causes  were  operative  in  the 
ancient  world  as  in  the  modern,  and  being  the  same  in  both 
cannot  account  for  a  difference  in  the  twa     Nor  at  first  sight 
does  the  difference  seem  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  in 
the  modem  world  conquest  has  preceded  colonisation ;  for  though 
the  diroucia  was  not  planted  on  soil  conquered  by  the  mother 
state,  neither  have  all  modern  colonies  been  so  planted :  modem 
colonists  "  settle  "  in  countries  which  are  "  uninhabited,"  ».«., 
inhabited  only  by  such  inferior  races  as  can  be  crowded  out 
without  regular  warfare.     But  although  we  may  not  lay  it 
down  as  a  law  that  only  those  colonies  are  dei>endent  which 
have  been  planted  in  countries  conquered  by  the  mother  state, 
still  we  may  venture  to  say  that  whenever  the  mother  state 
conquers  the  country,  the  colonies  planted  on  it  are  politically 
dependent  on   her.     This  we  may  illustrate  even   from   the 
aTTotKui,  for  the  colonies  of  Sinope  paid  tribute  to  her,  because 
the  country  then  occupied  had  been  conquered  by  her.     But 
the  best  illustration  may  be  drawn  from  the  other  kind  of  Greek 
colony,  the  Kkrjpovxtd,  which  was  always  planted  on  conquered 
soil,  and  was  always  dependent  on  the  mother  country. 

The  Kk'qpovxia  was  a  form  of  colonisation  practised  princi- 
pally, though  probably  not  exclusively,  by  Athens.  The  site 
of  the  colony  was  acquired  by  conquest  or  by  cession ;  if  by 
conquest,  then  the  colony  served  as  a  garrison  to  hold  the 
conquered  domain ;  if  by  cession,  then  the  colony  served  to 
overawe  the  allies  by  whom  it  had  been  ceded  to  Athens.  But 
though  thus  primarily  subservient  to  the  needs  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  Athens,  the  Kkrjpovxia  also  acted  and  was  designed  to 
act  as  an  outlet  for  the  surplus  population.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  attract  the  proletariat  and  to  induce  it  to  emigrate,  the  state 
guaranteed  to  the  emigrants  various  rights  and  privileges.  To 
begin  with,  no  citizen  who  joined  a  colony  thus  organised  and 
despatched  by  the  state  forfeited  his  rights  as  an  Athenian 
citizen  ;  he  still  remained  a  member  of  his  old  phyle  and  deme, 
though  he  could  not  of  course  actually  exercise  the  rights  which 
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in  theory  he  possessed.  In  the  next  place,  a  substantial  in- 
ducement to  migrate  was  afforded  by  the  offer  to  each  emigrant 
of  a  sum  of  money  down,  and  in  the  colony  a  land-lot  the  annual 
value  of  which  was  equivalent  to  the  census  required  of  the 
ZeugitsB  (200  drachmae) ;  thus  the  Thetes  who  joined  the  colony 
gained  a  double  advantage,  for  they  benefited  in  pocket  and 
they  also  rose  in  the  social  scale.  Finally,  equality  and  impar- 
tiality in  the  distribution  of  these  benefits  was  guaranteed  by 
the  fact  that  the  land  was  divided  by  the  state  into  parcels  of 
equal  value,  and  these  parcels  were  distributed  by  lot  amongst 
those  citizens  who  inscribed  themselves  on  the  list  of  intending 
colonists;  and  further,  participation  in  this  distribution  was 
confined  to  members  of  the  lowest  two  property  classes,  the 
Zeugitse  and  Thetes.  That  these  inducements  were  really 
attractive  to  the  poorer  Athenians  seems  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that  in  a  single  half  century  (ao.  460-410)  ten  thousand 
went  out  as  kleruchs.  As  the  state  accorded  certain  rights  to 
its  colonists,  so  it  prescribed  certain  conditions  and  exacted 
certain  duties.  The  colonist,  even  after  emigration,  continued 
to  be  an  Athenian  citizen ;  it  was,  therefore,  but  fair  that  he 
should  continue  to  be  liable  to  the  same  taxes  nnd  the  same 
military  service  as  his  fellow-citizens  in  Athens.  But  no  extra 
taxation  was  laid  on  him ;  and  Athens  found  her  account,  in 
spite  of  the  initial  cost  of  founding  the  colony,  in  the  increased 
number  of  hoplites  which  were  placed  at  her  disposal  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fact  that  those  colonists  who  had  been  Thetes 
became  Zeugitss,  and  so  became  liable  to  serve  as  heavy- armed 
soldiers.  Again,  the  state  protected  itself,  but  also  and  espe- 
cially its  poorer  members,  by  providing  that  no  colonist  might 
let  his  land-lot  to  some  one  else  and  continue  himself  to  live 
and  draw  the  rent  in  Athens;  if  he  did  so  any  one  might 
prosecute  him,  and  if  he  was  convicted  both  he  and  his  tenant 
were  fined  twice  the  amount  of  the  rent  Finally,  it  is  matter 
of  dispute  whether  Athens  retained  any  portion  of  the  territory 
of  a  colony  as  a  state  domain. 

Thus  the  Kkrjpovx^  was  from  its  very  inception  a  state- 
organised  institution;  and  as  it  was  in  the  first  instance  a 
creation  of  the  mother  city,  so  it  remained  politically  dependent 
on  her  to  the  end.  In  its  internal  affairs  it  had  a  certain 
amount  of  autonomy,  and  it  regulated  them  by  means  of  a  con- 
stitution which  was  an  imitation  in  miniature  of  that  of  Athens. 
But  in  its  external  relations  it  was  absolutely  dependent  on  the 
mother  city;  indeed,  it  was  dependent  on  Athens  for  more 
than  its  foreign  policy,  for  none  but  trivial  cases  could  be 
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decided  by  the  tribunals  of  the  KX^jpovx^fi — all  serious  matters 
had  to  go  to  Athens  to  be  tried.  Further,  in  the  fourth 
century,  commissioners  were  sent  out  to  the  kAy;/m>vxmu  to 
represent  Athens  and  look  after  her  interests ;  while  in  the 
time  of  Aristotle  the  Athenian  ecclesia  elected  a  hipparch 
annually  to  take  command  of  the  cavalry  in  Lemnos. 

The  KXrjpovxui  system  goes  back  to  about  b.c.  570,  the  time 
when  the  first  Athenian  colony  of  this  kind  was  founded,  in 
Salamis.  The  charter  of  this  colony  still  survives  in  a  frag- 
mentary inscription.  The  system  was  probably  not  acceptable 
to  the  allies  of  Athens,  for  though  it  is  not  made  the  subject  of 
complaint  either  in  the  anti-Athenian  speeches  in  Thucydides 
or  in  the  treatise  on  the  Constitution  of  Athens  which  passes 
under  the  name  of  Xenophon,  still,  when  Athens  got  together 
her  second  Delian  Confederacy  in  b.o.  377,  she  found  herself 
compelled  to  giiarantee  that  she  would  not  plant  Kkrfpovxun 
amongst  her  allies,  as  appears  from  the  stone-record  of  the 
convention  on  which  the  confederacy  was  based. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  consider  some  of  the  less  pacific 
relations  that  might  exist  between  Greek  states.  Treaties  of 
alliance  might  be  either  defensive  or  offensive,  and  might  be 
concluded  either  in  view  of  some  definite  contingency,  or  might 
be  perfectly  general.  The  more  common  form  of  alliance  was 
that  in  which  the  parties  contracted  to  afford  each  other  mutual 
defence.  Sometimes  the  terms  of  the  alliance  provided  for 
assistance  against  internal  as  well  as  external  foes.  The  parties 
to  the  alliance  might  agree  to  assist  each  other  either  with  the 
whole  of  their  available  strength,  or  only  with  a  s])ecified  number 
of  trooj^s.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  troops  in  the  field  was 
usually  borne  for  a  certain  time  by  the  state  providing  them, 
and  after  that  time  by  the  state  to  whose  help  they  were  sent 
Neither  party  was  allowed  to  make  a  8ei)arate  peace  with  the 
common  foe,  and  failure  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty  ipw  facto  dissolved  the  alliance.  The  treaty  might  also 
provide  a  means  for  settling  any  disputes  that  arose  between 
the  members  of  the  alliance.  Treaties  of  peace  also  provided 
for  an  appeal  to  arbitration ;  or,  even  if  they  did  not,  it  was 
always  possible  for  a  state  to  offer  to  submit  to  arbitration  to 
avoid  war,  and  refusal  to  accept  an  offer  of  arbitration  created 
prejudice  against  the  state  that  refused.  The  court  of  arbitra- 
tion proposed  might  be  some  private  person,  or  tlie  Delphic 
oracle,  or  some  one  state,  or  several  states.  In  ancient  Greece, 
however,  as  in  modem  Europe,  there  was  no  means  of  enforcing 
the  award  of  the  arbitrator. 
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Amongst  these  alliances  the  most  important  for  the  history 
of  Greece  were  those  of  the  Peloponnesians  under  Sparta,  and 
the  Delian  Confederacy  under  Athens.  Whether  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  Confederacy  was  based  on  a  definite  treaty  of  alliance, 
or  merely  upon  custom,  is  a  point  on  which  we  are  in  complete 
ignorance.  What  we  do  know  is  that  every  town  in  the  Pelo- 
ponnese  was  autonomous,  and  that  all  towns  were  bound  to 
aid  in  warding  off  attacks  upon  the  Peloponnese.  They  were 
also  bound  to  assist  any  member  of  the  league  that  might  be 
attacked.  When  quarrels  arose  between  members  of  the 
alliance  they  were  to  be  settled  by  negotiation,  or,  if  that  failed, 
by  arbitration.  There  was  nothing,  however,  to  prevent  re- 
course to  war  if  the  dispute  failed  to  be  settled  otherwise. 
During  a  campaign,  however,  conducted  by  the  league  against 
a  common  foe,  no  member  of  the  confederacy  was  allowed  to 
fight  with  another.  Nor  did  the  guarantee  of  autonomy  pre- 
vent Sparta  from  establishing  oligarchical  governments  in 
Peloponnesian  towns,  to  rule  in  her  own  interest.  The  leader 
of  the  confederacy  was  Sparta,  and  all  the  allies  were  bound  to 
obey  her  summons  to  the  field.  Sparta  also  decided  what  pro- 
portion of  each  ally's  total  force  should  take  the  field.  Origi- 
nally these  forces  consisted  of  infantry,  usually  hoplites ;  but 
in  ac.  382  the  council  of  the  confederation  decreed  that  it 
should  be  permissible  for  a  state  to  commute  personal  service 
for  money  payment.  This  permission  was  welcomed,  as  pro- 
viding a  means  of  escape  from  service  on  transmarine  expeditions 
particularly.  As  regards  naval  expeditions,  maritime  members 
supplied  ships,  the  others  money  in  proportion.  Other  military 
expenses  were  met  by  contributions  proportioned  to  the  means 
of  the  various  members.  There  were  no  regular  taxes  levied. 
The  council  of  the  confederation  was  convoked  by  Sparta,  and 
the  place  where  the  delegates  met  was  usually  Sparta.  Meetings 
might  be  held  at  any  time  of  the  year,  but  were  most  frequent 
in  the  spring.  If  the  Spartans  had  not  already  decided  amongst 
themselves  what  course  they  would  take  in  the  matter  to  be 
debated,  the  delegates  were  invited  to  take  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Spartan  assembly,  the  Apella,  and  there,  jointly 
with  the  Spartans,  to  decide  what  was  to  be  done.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Spartans  had  already  arrived  at  a  decision,  the 
council  of  the  confederacy  discussed  the  question,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  ephors,  by  themselves.  The  ephors  opened 
the  debate,  closed  it,  and  took  the  vote.  Each  state  had  one 
vote,  without  regard  to  the  differences  in  size  or  power  between 
itself  and  other  states.     The  vote  of  the  majority  was  binding 
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on  the  whole  of  the  confederates.  It  was  in  the  power  of  the 
council  to  decide  peace  or  war ;  hut  in  case  of  attack  upon  the 
Peloponnese,  the  Spartans  had  the  right  of  calling  out  the  forces 
of  the  confederacy  without  first  consulting  the  council.  The  com- 
mand-in-chief of  the  allied  forces  lay  with  the  Spartan  kings. 

The  Greek  states  which  comhined  to  repel  the  Persian  inva- 
sion acknowledged  the  hegemony  of  Sparta.     When,  however, 
after  the  defeat  and  flight  of  Xerxes,  the  Spartans  had  no 
hetter  proposal  to  make  for  the  protection  of  the  Ionian  Greeks 
than  that  they  should  abandon  their  homes  and  settle  in  Hellas ; 
and   when   the   Spartan   Pausanias   entered  into   treacherous 
negotiations  with  the  Persian  king,  the  Asiatic  Greeks,  who 
owed  special  gratitude  to  Athens,  invited  her,  in  ac.  477,  to 
take  that  hegemony  of  the  Greek  naval  forces  which  she  had 
long  and  justly  coveted,  and  which  at  this  particular  moment 
she  had  resolved  to  take.     Thus  a  defensive  and  offensive 
alliance    against   the    Persians   was   formed   between   Athens 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  Asiatic  and  island  Greeks  on  the 
other.      This  alliance  was  the  First  Delian  Confederacy,  so 
called  because  Delos  was  the  island  chosen  as  the  place  of 
meeting  for   the   confederacy,  and  as  the   repository  of   the 
common  treasury.     That  there  was  a  treasury  at  all  was  due 
to  the  fact  partly  that  some  of  the  Greeks  who  required  pro- 
tection from  the  Persian  had  no  ships  to  supply  to  the  com- 
bined fleet  of  the  confederacy,  and  partly  that  it  was  not 
desirable  for  the  fleet,  if  it  was  to  work  well  together,  to  be 
more  heterogeneous  than  necessary.     Hence,  from  the  begin- 
ning, there  were  some  members  of  the  confederacy  who  con- 
tributed gold  instead  of  ships  and  men.     The  control  of  the 
fleet  and  treasury  was  primarily  the  business  of  Athens,  who 
had  shown  herself  specially  qualified  to  conduct  energetic  war 
against  Persia  in  defence  of  the  Asiatic  Greeks;  but  in  the 
exercise  of  this  control  she  was  to  co-operate  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  confederate  state,s,  who  formed  the  council  of 
the  confederacy.     It  also  fell  to  the  lot  of  Athens,  as  leader  of 
the  confederacy,  to  determine  which  states  should  furnish  ships 
and  which  a  money  contribution  (<^/»os),  a  delicate  piece  of 
work,  which  was  intrusted  successfully   to   Aristides,  whose 
reputation  was   a  guarantee  to  the  confederates  that  justice 
would  be  done  by  him  to  all.     As  a  further  pledge  that  the 
rights  of  the  minor  members  would  be  respepted,  each  state  had 
one  and  only  one  representative  on  the  council,  and  each  repre- 
sentative had  only  one  vote.     The  first  business  of  the  council 
was  to  organise  the  confederacy ;  and  accordingly  it  was  divided 
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into  three  districts,  for  greater  convenience  in  the  collection  of 
the  </!m>/oo9,  and  probably  for  purposes  of  administration  as  well ; 
thus  we  have  mentioned  in  inscriptions  the  Island  <f>6poSi  the 
Ionic  and  the  Hellespontine  </>o/909.  Owing  to  the  growth  of 
the  confederacy,  two  more  districts  were  subsequently  added, 
the  Thracian  and  the  Garian.  In  course  of  time,  one  state 
after  another  found  it  more  convenient  to  contribute  (JMpos  than 
ships,  and  doubtless  the  council  encouraged  them  to  do  so,  for 
with  the  diminution  of  the  danger  from  Persia,  the  need  for  a 
large  fleet  also  diminished,  and  the  advisability  of  having 
resources  in  money  increased.  But  with  the  diminution  of 
danger  came  a  corresponding  reluctance  on  the  part  of  many 
states  to  pay  their  <f6pos.  The  duty  of  compeUing  payment 
fell  on  Athens  as  the  executive  arm  of  the  council ;  the  state 
which  resisted  was  crushed  by  force  of  Athenian  arms,  and 
when  crushed,  was  compelled  to  make  a  fresh  treaty  with 
Athens,  which  was  less  advantageous  to  it  than  that  which  it 
had  made  with  her  when  first  it  became  confederated  with  her. 
Thus,  by  b.o.  454,  all  the  states  had  come  to  contribute  money 
instead  of  ships,  except  Samos,  Chios,  and  Lesbos;  and  most 
of  them  had  been  compelled  to  make  fresh  treaties,  so  dis- 
advantageous to  them  that  they  were  now  known  (not  officially, 
but  in  common  speech)  as  "  subjects  "  ^  of  Athens.  The  tran- 
sition from  the  Delian  Confederacy  to  the  Athenian  "  empire  "  ^ 
is  marked  as  complete,  not  so  much  by  the  transference  of  the 
treasury  from  Delos  to  Athens,  which  was  but  a  natural  pre- 
caution to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  treasure,  as  by  the  fact 
that  Athena,  the  goddess  of  Athens,  was  made  the  goddess  of 
the  empire,  and  as  such  received  one-sixtieth  of  the  <f)6pos. 

The  process  by  which  the  amount  of  tribute  to  be  paid  by 
the  "  subjects  "  was  determined,  was  as  follows  :  every  subject 
city  had  the  right  to  propose  what  amount  of  tribute  it  should 
pay.  This  proposal  was  in  the  first  instance  submitted  to  the 
assessors  (raicrai,  of  whom  two  were  appointed  to  each  of  the 
tributary  districts),  who  transmitted  it  to  the  botdS,  noting  at 
the  same  time  whether  they  approved  it,  and  if  they  did  not 
approve  it,  stating  what  amount  in  their  opinion  the  city  in 
question  ought  to  pay.  By  the  boulS,  the  proposal,  with  the 
counter-proposal  (if  any)  of  the  taktai,  was  brought  as  a  irpopov- 
XevfUL  before  the  ecclesia,  which  finally  decided  the  amount. 
The  ecclesia  was  not  limited  to  a  choice  between  the  proposal 
and  counter-proposal,  however ;  any  citizen  could  propose  as  an 
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amendment  to  the  probouleuma  any  amount  he  thought  fit 
Finally,  an  appeal  to  a  law  court  of  five  hundred  heliaste,  by 
means  of  a  ypa^  wcipavofjuov^  was  possible,  if  any  illegality  had 
been  committed  by  the  final  psephisma  of  the  assembly.^ 

This  process  of  assessment  took  place  at  every  Panathenea^ 
f.e.,  every  four  years.  In  case  of  need,  Athens  reserved  the 
right,  or  rather  exercised  the  power  of  levying  an  additional 
tax  {hn^Mpd),  but  on  the  other  hand,  she  also  sometimes  re- 
mitted the  regular  tribute  of  a  state  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
period.  If  the  tribute  was  not  paid  when  due,  officials 
(cfcXoyci^)  were  sent  to  exact  it,  and  were  provided  with  ships 
and  a  strategus  to  back  them  up.  As  regards  the  total  amount 
of  i^po^  annually  paid,  the  earliest  amount  mentioned  (Thu& 
i.  96)  is  460  talents ;  but  this  is  probably  not  what  was  paid 
under  the  assessment  of  Aristides :  it  is  too  large  a  sum.  In 
B.O.  454,  the  tribute  was  upwards  of  520  talents,  after  which 
time  it  fell  to  about  434  talents  (ac.  446-439) ;  then  in  425 
the  assessments  were  increased,  and  the  annual  revenue  was 
nominally  1200  talents,  actually  not  more  than  800  or  900. 
Finally,  in  a c.  413,  an  o^  vaioreni  tax  was  imposed  of  five  per 
cent,  on  all  goods  imported  or  exported  by  sea  by  certain  cities. 
The  income  from  the  tribute  was  used  by  Athens  to  defray, 
first  her  military  and  naval  expenditure,  then  the  cost  of  her 
public  buildings,  festivals,  and  other  charges ;  finaUy,  if  any- 
thing was  left,  it  was'  deposited  with  the  treasurers  of  the 
goddess  for  the  future  use  of  the  state. 

But  the  relations  between  Athens  and  her  subject  allies  were 
not  merely  financial :  Athens  sought  to  consolidate  her  empire, 
not  merely  to  exact  tribute  from  its  component  states.  On  the 
one  hand,  she  accorded  to  them  certain  of  the  rights  of  Athenian 
citizens :  she  gave  them  the  right  of  holding  land  in  Attica, 
and  of  intermarrying  with  Athenians.  On  the  other  hand,  she 
sought  to  make  Athens  the  centre  of  the  empire,  and  the  dis- 
penser of  justice  to  all  members  of  it;  gradually,  not  only 
offences  against  the  confederacy,  or  against  Athens  as  the  head 
of  the  confederacy,  but  all  serious  charges  against  any  subject 
of  the  Athenian  empire  had  to  be  brought  by  a  special  board 
of  magistrates  (cVi/xeXf^rai)  before  an  Athenian  court  for  trial, 
after  a  preliminary  investigation  (avaKpuri%)  in  the  state  in 
which  the  offence  was  committed.     Business  disputes  between 

^  Hence  in  the  inscriptiona  four  classes  of  states  are  mentioned  :  r6X«s 
(l)  ai  airal  06/9or  ro^dftcyac ;  (2)  At  fro^or  o2  rdKrai ;  (3)  dt  ol  HkOtnu  fra^r 
(or   ipiypajffOP  ^poif  ^ptuf) ;    and  (4)  At  ^  /3ovX^  kvX  ol  werraKbctoi  ol 
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an  Athenian  and  a  subject  were  probably  at  first  tried  by  the 
courts  of  the  country  to  which  the  defendant  belonged  ;  but  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  disputes  arising  out  of 
contracts  concluded  at  Athens  were  tried  by  the  polemarch; 
disputes  arising  out  of  bargains  made  in  the  subject  state  were 
tried  in  the  subject  state.  The  result  of  this  change  would  be 
that,  whereas  before  it  half  the  trials  of  this  kind  of  case  would 
on  the  average  be  tried  in  courts  of  the  subject  states,  after 
the  change  the  courts  of  the  subject  states  would  lose  half  their 
jurisdiction,  for  the  citizens  of  such  states,  when  defendants  in 
this  kind  of  case,  would  be  withdrawn  from  their  jurisdiction 
and  tried  in  Athens. 

Finally,  Athens  not  only  sent  K\r]pov\iat  into  the  territory 
of  her  subjects,  and  garrisons  into  their  towns,  but  she  sometimes 
interfered  (e.<7.,  in  Erythrje)  to  regulate  their  political  constitution, 
down  to  the  smallest  details.  The  extent  to  which  the  orga- 
nisation of  the  Athenian  empire  interfered  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  her  subject  states  may  be  measured  by  the  fact  that 
accoi-ding  to  Aristotle  there  were  seven  hundred  Athenians  who 
held  official  positions  outside  Attica. 

The  First  Delian  Confederacy  was  broken  up  (b.c.  412),  in 
the  course  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  by  the  Spartans,  who 
professed  to  liberate  "  subjects  "  of  Athens.  Within  a  genera- 
tion the  subjects'  experience  of  Spartan  liberation  was  sufficient 
to  make  them  approach  Athens  with  a  view  to  the  renewal 
of  the  Confederacy.  Chios  first  concluded  an  alliance  with 
Athens,  then  came  Mytilene,  Methymna,  Khodes,  and  1  Byzan- 
tium, who  were  soon  joined  by  Thebes.  In  b.o.  377,  Athens 
published  a  manifesto  (C7.  /.  A.  ii.  17),  declaring  the  principles 
on  which  the  new  Confederacy  was  to  be  worked ;  and  while 
the  renewal  of  the  Confederacy  is  evidence  that  the  Athenian 
**  empire  "  had  not  been  altogether  and  unendurably  oppressive, 
the  manifesto  shows  what  the  grievances  of  her  allies  had  exactly 
been.  Athens  abandons  all  land  which  had  been  acquired  in 
her  allies'  territory,  either  by  Athenian  citizens  or  ])y  the 
Athenian  state,  and  forbids  all  such  acquisition  in  future,  i.e., 
she  renounces  the  policy  of  KX.rjpov\uii ;  further,  in  the  new 
Confederacy,  there  are  to  be  no  Athenian  garrisons  and  no 
<t>6pos;  and,  finally,  every  confederate  state  is  to  be  autono- 
mous. The  Second  Confederacy,  on  this  basis,  grew  in  twenty 
years  to  number  seventy-five,  and  only  came  to  an  end  with 
the  extinction  of  Greek  liberty  at  the  battle  of  Chaeronea. 

For  the  Second  Confederacy  the  enemy  is  no  longer  Persia, 
but  Sparta.    No  Greeks  who  are  subjects  of  the  Great  King  may 
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rcuounce  their  allegiance  to  him  to  become  members  of  the 
Confederacy,  but  all  other  Greeks  may  join  it  to  defend  them- 
selves against  S^xirta.  Consequently,  the  Second  Confederacy 
is  not  mainly  a  maritime  one. 

The  constitution  of  the  Confederacy  was  as  follows:  the 
allies  (but  not  Athens)  each  appointed  one  representative  with 
power  to  vote.  These  representatives  formed  the  Council.  The 
Council  was  a  purely  deliberative  body,  and  deliberated  on 
questions  of  peace,  war,  and  alliances.  The  result  of  its  de- 
liberations on  any  occasion  was  communicated  to  the  Athenian 
ffoiUS^  The  boiUi  incorporated  the  Council's  resolution  in  a 
probouleuma,  along  with  an  expression  of  approval  or  an  alter- 
native proposal  of  its  own,  as  it  thought  fit  This  probouleuma 
was  brought  before  the  ecclesia,  which  decided  what  was  to  be 
done,  and  whatever  was  to  be  done  was  done  by  the  strategi  of 
Athens,  taking  their  orders  from  the  ecclesia.  Originally,  each 
member  contributed  troops,  not  tribute.  Eventually  the  smaller 
states  preferred  the  latter,  which  was  now  called  crurraf  is,  not 
<l>6pos.  Some  states  had  to  be  compelled  by  force  of  arms  to 
pay,  and  then  their  original  treaty  with  Athens  was  modified, 
not  to  their  advantage.  Their  autonomy  suffered,  and  they  liad 
to  admit  Kkrjpov^iai. 
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CHAPTER  I 

THE  SOURCES   OF  THE  SLAVE   SUPPLY 

No  one  in  this  generation  would  think  of  writing  a  work  in 
three  large  volumes  on  slavery  in  ancient  times,*  in  order  to 
demonstrate  the  evil  nature  of  the  institution.  The  abolition 
of  slavery  is  for  us  now,  fortunately,  a  matter  of  history,  not  a 
proposal  in  need  of  arguments  for  its  enforcement  That  the 
effects  of  the  institution  arc  injurious  both  to  slave  and  slave- 
owner is  universally  admitted.  Nevertheless,  the  question  of 
slavery  has  its  interest.  Many  of  the  differences  between 
ancient  society  and  modern  are  directly  and  obviously  due  to 
the  presence  of  slavery  in  the  one  and  its  absence  in  the  other ; 
and  the  subject  illustrates  admirably  the  Method  of  Difference 
as  applied  to  historical  inquiry.  It  also  illustrates  the  Method 
of  Concomitant  Variations,  for  even  within  the  limits  of  Greece 
slavery  had  so  many  different  forms  that  its  effects,  though 
always  injurious,  varied  greatly  in  intensity.  And,  as  this  is 
a  fact  easily  overlooked,  and  conclusions  may  be  drawn  from 
one  form  of  slavery  which  are  far  from  applicable  to  the  whole 
of  Greece,  it  will  be  well  to  begin  with  an  explicit  statement 
of  the  fact.  We  have  to  distinguish  roughly  between  two 
classes,  first,  purchased  slaves,  the  property  of  the  owner,  as 
a  rule  not  Greeks  ;  next,  a  class  that  we  may  call  serfs,  ascripH 
glebcPj  always  Greeks,  and  sometimes  of  the  same  tribe  as  the 
ruling  class. 

At  no  period  known  to  history  was  slavery  unknown  in 
Greece.     In  Homeric  times  captives  were  made  slaves,  kid- 

^  See  H.  Wallon:  Butoire  de  Vudavage  dans  VarUtquiU  (still  the  stan- 
dard authority  on  the  subject),  and  BUcbsenscbUtz,  Bentz  und  Erverby  pp. 
104-207. 
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napping  was  carried  on,  and  a  trade  in  slaves  existed.  There 
is,  indeed,  no  reason  for  refusing  to  admit  ^  that  in  pre-historic 
times,  when  the  state  did  not  yet  exist,  and  the  family  was 
the  sole  form  of  society  in  which  it  was  possible  for  the  indi- 
vidual to  maintain  an  existence,  slavery  may  have  been  as  well 
known  to  the  Greeks,  or  their  pro-ethnic  ancestors,  as  it  was  to 
the  patriarchs  at  a  similar  stage  in  the  evolution  of  society. 
And  there  are  traces  in  the  ceremonial  with  which  the  newly 
acquired  slave  was  welcomed  to  the  hearth,^  and  in  the  fact 
that  the  property  of  a  freed  man,  if  he  died  childless,  reverted 
to  his  former  owner,^  of  the  influence  exercised  on  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  times  when  the  family  was  the  sole  civil  and 
religious  community. 

It  is,  at  the  least,  probable  that  the  earliest  source  of  slavery 
was  war.  The  victor  may  kill  the  vanquished  or  spare  his  life. 
As  Xenophon  says  {Gtfr,  vii.  5,  73 ;  Menu  ii.  2,  2),  it  is  an 
eternal  law  among  all  men  that  in  a  conquered  town  the  life  and 
property  of  the  conquered  are  at  the  conqueror's  mercy.  The 
practice  which  obtained  in  Greece,  from  Homeric  times,  was 
to  kill  those  who  had  carried  arms,  and  to  make  slaves  of  the 
rest,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  capture  of  PlatseaB  by  the 
Lacedaemonians,  in  B.C.  427 ;  of  Torone  and  Skione,  by  the 
Athenians,  in  b.c.  422  and  421 ;  of  Olynthus,  by  Philip,  b.c.  SS&i^jft 
and  of  Thebes,  by  Alexander,  b.c.  335.  It  was  usu^,  but  not 
invariable,  to  spare  the  life  of  those  who  begged  for  quarter, 
and  the  prisoner  might  l)ecome  the  property  of  his  captor,  or, 
as  was  more  usual  in  later  times,  a  prisoner  of  war,  to  be  re- 
leased in  exchange,*  or  on  payment  of  a  ransom.  We  have, 
however,  only  to  call  to  mind  the  number  of  Athenian  prisoners 
who  suffered  a  painful  death  as  slaves  in  the  Syracusan  quarries^ 
to  form  a  picture  much  nearer  to  the  actual  facts  than  that 
suggested  by  Callicratidas'  (unfulfilled)  declaration,  that  during 
his  command  no  Greek  should  be  sold  into  slavery. 

Piracy  was  another  natural  source  of  the  slave  supply.  Pro- 
bably the  captives  seized  on  board  ship  were  the  least  numerous 
of  the  slaves  made  by  pirates.  Descents  on  the  coast,  especially 
by  night,  yielded  more  profitable  returns ;  and  Aristotle,  who 
considers  slavery  as  the  necessary  and  equitable  foundation  of 
society,  regards  this  branch  of  hunting,  "  which  it  is  necessary 
to  practise  on  wild  animals  and  such  men  as  are  by  nature  bom, 

^  BiichsenschUtz,  107. 

'  Mach.  Ag.  995,  and  Bekk.  An.  Qr,  269,  9.  *  Is.  4,  9. 

*  di^Tjp  drr'  di'apdf  Xu^eij.— Thuc.  v.  3.  *  Thac  vii.  86. 
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but  by  inclination  object  to  be  subject  to  rule,"  ^  /.c,  to  be 
slaves,  as  a  legitimate  form  of  acquiring  wealth.  To  steal 
another  man's  slave  was  of  course  an  offence  against  the  law, 
and  to  kidnap  a  free  man  was  an  offence  punished  at  Athens 
with  death.  But  the  law  of  a  state  did  not  extend  beyond 
the  narrow  bounds  of  the  state  itself.  The  citizen  who  ven- 
tured beyond  was  not  protected  by  the  law  from  being  sold 
into  slavery,  as  was  Plato  by  the  tyrant  Dionysios.  Finally, 
the  loss  of  liberty  might  be  legal  and  even  due  to  the  action  of 
the  law.  Thus,  before  Solon,  the  insolvent  debtor  at  Athens 
might  be  sold  into  slavery  by  his  creditor.  In  later  times  a 
prisoner  of  war,  having  been  ransomed,  became  the  slave  of 
the  person  who  ransomed  him,  if  he  was  unable  to  refund  him 
the  money.  In  various  states  the  right  of' the  father  to  sell 
his  children  was  recognised,  with  various  restrictions :  every- 
where the  father's  right  was  recognised  to  expose  his  children, 
and  the  lot  of  such  foundlings  was  slavery.  Girls  were  the 
children  most  usually  exposed,  and  from  them  probably  the 
class  of  hetcercB  was  most  largely  recruited. 

The  number  of  Greeks  reduced  to  slavery  in  the  ways  already 
mentioned  cannot  have  been  large.  Towns  were  not  sacked 
every  day ;  when  they  were  sacked  the  prisoners  were  com- 
monly ransomed ;  and  the  number  of  slaves  supplied  by  pirates 
cannot  have  been  great,  and  must  have  been  uncertain.  The 
regular  and  permanent  slave  supply  was  from  abroad.  Aristotle 
justified  slavery  on  the  ground  that  some  men  were  intended 
by  nature  to  be  subject  to  rule ;  and  such  men  were,  according 
to  the  Greek  notion,  barbarians.  Foreign  slaves  came  largely 
from  Asia  Minor,  from  Lydia,  Phrygia,  Paphlagonia,  and  Syria. 
The  emporia  on  the  Black  Sea  furnished  large  numbers.  The 
north  and  west  of  Europe  were  laid  under  contribution-;- 
Thrace,  Macedonia,  Illyria,  and  Italy.  We  even  find  Egyptians, 
Ethiopians,  Arabs,  Jews,  and  Phenicians  mentioned.  The 
slave-dealers  of  Homeric  times  were  the  Phenicians.  The  first 
Greeks  who  engaged  in  the  trade  are  said  to  have  been  the 
Chians.  The  principal  slave  marts  were  to  be  found  at  Ephesus, 
at  Pegasao,  for  the  Thessalians  did  a  large  business,  at  Byzan- 
tium, which  was  the  centre  for  the  Black  Sea  trade,  and  at 
Delos ;  while  in  Athens  and  Corinth  slave-dealers  probably 
carried  on  a  regular  trade.  Wholesale  merchants  either  re- 
sorted to  coast  towns  to  which  barbarians  were  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  their  wares,  or  themselves  ventured  into  the  interior 

»  Ar.  PoL  i.  3. 
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and  bartered  for  slaves  such  goods,  €,g.^  salt  in  Thrace,  as  were 
in  demand  in  the  country  ;  or  finally,  bought  from  middle -meiL 
Traders,  too,  accompanied  armies  in  the  field  to  purchase  cap- 
tives who  could  not  obtain  ransom.  The  slaves  were  retailed 
wherever  likely  purchasers  were  to  bo  found  in  sufficient  num- 
bers, e,g.<,  at  the  Amphictyonic  Pykea,  or  in  the  market-place 
along  with  other  goods  ^  at  Athens,  where  sales  seem  to  have 
taken  place  especially  at  the  beginning  of  the  month. 

The  number  of  slaves  born  in  the  house  of  the  owner  was 
probably  small :  female  slaves  were  in  a  decided  minority. 
Marriage  between  slaves  was  unknown;  unions  were  not  fa- 
voured— though  they  might  improve  good  slaves,  they  were 
considered  to  have  a  bad.  effect  on  bad  slaves,  i.e.,  on  the 
majority — and  the  expense  (and  risk)  of  rearing  a  child  was 
greater  than  that  of  purchasing  an  able-bodied  slave.  The 
common  attribute  of  all  slaves  acquired  in  the  manners  men- 
tioned, and  the  most  important  attribute,  is  that  they  could  be 
bought  and  sold.  But  we  find  another  class — of  serfs — such 
as  the  Helots  in  Sparta,  which,  though  they  resembled  the 
former  class  in  not  possessing  freedom,  differed  from  them  in 
that  they  were  not  the  property  of  any  individual  owner ;  and 
though  they  differed  from  each  other,  according  to  the  state  to 
which  they  belonged,  in  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  their 
liberty,  resembled  each  other  in  being  Greeks  and  in  being 
attached  to  the  soil  from  generation  to  generation.  Tradition 
uniformly  represents  these  serfs  as  the  remnants  of  an  earlier 
population  reduced  to  subjection  by  an  invading  race,  and  the 
difference  in  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  their  liberty  as  due  to 
the  different  terms  which  the  subjects  succeeded  in  obtaining 
from  their  conquerors.  Thus  these  serfs  were  the  proj>erty  of 
the  state,  and  the  state  determined  what  services  they  had  to 
render  to  the  members  of  the  state.  Thus  in  Sparta  the  Helots 
cultivated  the  soil,  and  were  taxed  in  a  certain  quantity  of  the 
produce ;  the  remainder,  if  any,  was  their  own  property,  and  a 
fairly  high  standard  of  wealth  amongst  them  seems  to  have  been 
common,  for  on  occasion  6000  of  them  were  able  to  produce 
five  Attic  minas  a-piece  to  purchase  their  liberty  with.  The 
Helots  were  further  bound  to  render  personal  services  to  the 
Spartans.  Every  Helot  was  equally  at  the  disposal  of  any 
Spartan,  but  each  Helot  was  naturally  most  often  called  on  for 
service  by  the  Spartan  on  whose  lot  of  land  the  Helot  worked  ; 
for  though  the  Helot  cultivated  the  soil,  the  Spartan  owned  it. 

*  Hes.,  ici'fcXof' ira2  iw  dyopf  tAfoj  Ma  ffKt&ni  Kal  ffdifiara  TtrpdeKcrat, 
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Finally,  the  Helots  had  to  serve  in  the  field  as  light-armed 
troops,  and  to  act  as  esquires  to  the  Spartan  to  whom  (in  the 
proportion  of  seven  Helots  to  one  Spartan)  they  were  attached. 
It  will  help  to  make  the  condition  of  the  Helots  clearer  to  the 
reader,  if  we  here  briefly  contrast  it  with  that  of  the  Perioeci. 
The  Perioeci  can  indeed  hardly  be  reckoned  as  slaves,  though 
their  subject  state  was  due  to  the  same  causes  as  was  that  of 
the  Helots.  The  Perioeci  were,  like  the  Helots,  an  earlier 
population,  conquered  by  the  invading  Dorians.  But  whereas 
the  Helots  lost  their  personal  freedom,  and  were  therefore 
slaves,  the  Perioeci  lost  only  their  political  liberty,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  be  regarded  as  living  in  a  state  of  slavery.  The 
Perioeci,  like  the  Helots,  paid  a  tax ;  but  whereas  the  Helots 
paid  their  com,  and  wine,  and  oil  to  the  Spartan  on  whose  lot 
they  lived  and  laboured,  the  Perioeci  paid  their  tribute  to  the 
state.  The  Perioeci,  like  the  Helots,  had  no  political  liberty ; 
but  the  Perioeci  dwelt  from  the  beginning  in  towns,  and  even 
under  the  Spartans  were  allowed  some  degree  of  municipal  self- 
government— under  the  control  probably  of  a  Spartan  official ;  ^ 
while  the  Helots,  apparently  from  the  beginning,  dwelt  in  the 
country,  and  were  allowed  no  form  of  self-government  whatever. 
The  Perioeci  derived  their  name  ("  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood ")  from  the  fact  that  they  were  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  towns,  and  that  none  of  them  dwelt  in  the  city  of 
Sparta.  The  first  Helots,  on  the  other  hand,  were  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  valley  of  the  Eurotas ;  and  though  the  etymology 
of  the  name  Helot  is  uncertain,  if,  as  most  scholars  are  inclined 
to  believe,  it  means  "captive,"  then  the  names  of  these  two 
subject  classes  seem  to  indicate  that  the  immediate  neighbours 
of  the  Spartan  community,  and  the  first  people  conquered,  were 
treated  as  captives,  while  the  more  remote  conquests  of  the 
Spartan  state  were  less  thoroughly  assimilated  into  the  Spartan 
organisation  and  more  generously  treated. 

In  Crete,  too,  we  have  to  distinguish  between  the  Mnoitse 
(/Av<jiTat),  who,  like  the  Perioeci,  were  tributaries  of  the  con- 
quering Dorians,  and  the  KXafxarai  or  dtf^fiuaraL,  who,  like  the 
Helots,  were  attached  to  the  lots  (K\apoi)  into  which  the  land 
was  divided  by  the  conquerors  among  themselves.  Not  all 
the  Cretan  states  seem  to  have  possessed  Mnoitse,  for  in  the 
Gortyna  Code  no  mention  is  made  of  Mnoitee,  or  of  a  class  in 

^  Thus  at  Cythera  there  was  a  KvByipoSlxrji  (Thuc.  iv.  53),  and  the  twenty 
Harmostfl  way  have  been  appointed  to  the  government  of  the  towns  of  thQ 
Peric^ci, 
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subjection  to  the  state,  which  might  correspond  to  the  Perioeci : 
the  two  classes  mentioned  in  the  code  are  the  FoucU^  and 
8a>A.oi.     The  latter  arc  slaves  bought  in  the  market  (this  is 
shown  by  Col.  vii.  lo,  ii  :  ai  k    cks  dyopas  irpwi/xcKos  BQXov^ 
K.  T.  A.),  and  unmistakably  are   to  be   included   among  the 
Xpixrtjvriroi  mentioned  by  Callistratos.^     The  fotKw  of  Gor- 
tyna  were  serfs  attached  to  the  glebe ;  hence  they  are  doubtless 
the  same  class  as  elsewhere  in  Crete  was  called  KXapCrrai  or 
dffMfiuaraL.    In  Gortyna  the  FoiK€vg  could  not  be  separated  from 
the  KkapoSf  or  estate  on  which  he  was  settled,  and  of  which  his 
ancestors  had  l)een  the  possessors  before  the  Dorians  conquered 
Crete ;  the  estate  was  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  and 
the  Foii<c€€s  or  serfs  were  inherited  with  it.    The  master  (vdaras) 
lived  in  the  town,  the  serf  in  the  country,^  on  his  master's 
estate,  which  he  cultivated,  paying  to  his  master  a  proportion 
of  the  produce.     The  remainder  belonged  to  the  serf,  who  thus 
could  hold  property,  sheep  for  instance,  and  cattle.^     His  wife, 
too  (FoiKi/ja),  could  hold  property  of  her  own,  and  she  was  pro- 
tected in  tjie  enjoyment  of  her  property  by  exactly  the  same 
laws  as  those  which  protected  her  mistress.^    The  marriage  and 
divorce  of  serfs  seem  to  have  possessed  the  same  legal  validity  as 
those  of  freemen ;  and  the  laws  of  inheritance  were  the  same  for 
serf  and  freeman,  except  that  the  law  does  not  recognise  that 
the  serf  can  have  Ka&trrat.     The  serf  could  even  plead  his  own 
cause  in  the  law  courts,  if  it  was  against  his  master  that  he 
wished  to  plead ;  otherwise,  the  serf  could  only  appear  in  court 
through  his  master.     Finally,  if  the  serf  ran  away,  he  could  be 
sold,  an«l  thus  drop  into  the  ranks  of  the  xpvarannfjroi ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  his  master's  family  tlied  out,  he  became  free, 
and  entered  into  full  possession  of  his  late  master's  estate. 

In  Thrace  the  Penestee,  like  the  Helots,  lielonged  to  the 
state,  and  not  to  any  individual  member  of  the  governing 
class.  They  cultivated  the  soil,  paid  a  tax  (probably  to  the 
lord  of  the  soil),  possessed  property  of  their  own,  and  served  in 
war.  Of  the  Gymesi  in  Argos,  and  the  Korynephori  of  Sicyon, 
and  the  Mariandyni  in  Heraclea  we  know  little  or  nothing,  but 
their  position  as  serfs  may  ]>e  conjectured  to  have  resemblcil 
that  of  tlie  Helots  and  Penestae. 

It  is  clear  then  that  though  the  source  of  serfdom  was  the 
same  as  one  of  the  main  sources  of  slavery — war  and  conquest — 


1  In  Athen.  263  E.  »  ^iri  Kibpai  (Col   iv.  34). 

*'  Kal  rd  irpd^ara  koI  KafyralToSa,  &  Ka  fiif  Foucios  ^t. 
*  See  above,  the  chapter  on  The  LawB  of  Gortyna. 
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the  differences  between  serfdom  and  slavery  were  considerable ; 
and  it  is  the  more  important  to  bear  these  diiierences  in  mind, 
because  serfdom  and  slavery  were  mutually  exclusive.  In  a 
state  which  possessed  serfs,  purchased  slaves  were  practically 
not  to  be  found ;  for  instances  such  as  that  of  the  poet  Alcman, 
who  was  said  to  have  come  as  a  slave  to  Sparta,  are  of  doubtful 
authority,  and  are  utterly  insignificant  in  number;  while  in 
states  such  as  Athens  or  Corinth,  which  most  largely  employed 
purchased  slaves,  serfs  were  unknown.  Slaves  were  not  usually, 
serfs  were  invariably  Greeks.  The  number  of  the  slaves  in 
a  state  fluctuated  according  to  the  demand  and  supply :  the 
supply,  from  the  nature  of  the  sources,  can  hardly  have  been 
steady,  the  demand,  varied  with  the  wealth  of  the  country. 
Thus  the  decline,  which  slavery  necessarily  brought  about  in 
a  state,  to  a  certain  extent  corrected  ils  own  cause,  for  it 
checked  the  further  purchase  of  slaves.  The  number  of  serfs, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  subject  only  to  the  fluctuations  common 
to  any  permanent  population.  Thus  serfdom,  though  morally 
perhaps  not  so  criminal  as  slavery,  was  more  clinging  and 
stifling  to  the  state  than  slavery.  Sparta,  possessing  Helots, 
perished  for  want  of  men;  Athens,  purchasing  slaves,  never 
perished  entirely.  Where  serfs  w^ere,  the  free  citizen  did  no 
labour  whatever,  and  free  labour  could  not  exist  Where 
slave  labour  was  bought  and  sold,  free  labour  maintained  an 
existence,  precarious  indeed,  but  ready  to  extend  when  circum- 
stances relieved  the  labour-market  of  slave  competition.  The 
recuperative  forces  of  society  were  impeded  by  slavery  ;  they 
were  destroyed  by  serfdom. 


CHAPTER  II 

THE  EMPLOYMENT  AND  TREATMENT  OF  SLAVES 

Slaves,  like  serfs,  might  be,  and  were,  employed  as  agricul- 
tural labourers;  but  whereas  slaves  worked  under  the  super- 
intendence of  their  owner,  who  usually,  to  some  extent, 
participated  in  their  labours,  whore  serfs  were  an  institution, 
the  free  citizen  stood  utterly  aloof  from  agriculture.  Hence, 
low  as  was  the  dignity  of  labour  amongst  slave-holders,  it 
was  still  lower  in  states  which  possessed  serfs ;  and  whereas 
when  the  Peloponnesians,  for  instance,  left  their  country  on  a 
campaign,  their  agriculture  suffered,  because  the  agricultural 


6 1  8  SLAVERY 

lal)ourers,  the  Helots,  took  the  field  along  with  their  lords, 
agriculture  suffered  leas  in  time  of  war  in  states  like  Athens, 
where  fanning  could  to  some  extent  be  left  to  the  slaves,  even 
when  their  owners  were  away  fighting. 

Like  serfs,  purchased  slaves  were  employed  for  personal 
attendance  on  their  masters ;  but  slaves  were  naturally  much 
more  extensively  employed  for  this  purpose  than  were  serfs. 
As  in  Rome,  so  in  Athens,  it  was  usual  for  a  citizen  when 
walking  to  be  accompanied  by  slaves ;  but  at  Athens  the  use 
of  slaves  for  this — or  indeed  for  any  other — personal  service 
never  reached  the  point  of  vulgar  luxury  and  unredeemed  dis- 
play which  was  usual  in  Rome.  Two  attendants  were  the 
usual  number.  It  was  part  of  Meidias'  arrogance  that  he  was 
accompanied  by  three  or  four;  it  was  only  Hetsdrse  who 
employed  more.  In  good  houses  a  slave  act^  as  hall-porter. 
The  fetching  of  water  from  the  spring,  and  the  washing  of 
linen,  in  which,  in  the  simplicity  of  Homeric  country  life,  it 
was  possible  even  for  kings'  daughters  to  take  part,  was  witli 
the  growth  of  towns  more  and  more  entirely  relegated  to  slaves. 
Waiting  at  table  was  in  Homeric  and  in  historic  times  performed 
by  slaves.  The  preparation  of  food  for  the  table,  and  of  clothing 
for  the  family,  was  done  by  slave  labour,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  mistress  of  the  household.  Children  were  in- 
trusted to  slave  pedagogues,  and  to  nurses,  who  were  sometimes, 
but  not  invariably,  slaves.  The  mistress  of  the  house  was 
assisted  in  her  toilet  by  a  slave  lady's-maid.  As  for  the  total 
number  of  slaves  employed  in  a  house,  seven  slaves  were  con- 
sidered very  moderate  for  ^  family  consisting  of  six  persona. 

But  slave  labour  was  also  employed  wholesale  for  manufac- 
turing purposes.  The  manufacturer  might  himself  work  and 
employ  the  assistance  of  slaves ;  or  being  a  capitalist,  he  might 
purchase  large  numbers  of  slaves  and  practically  take  no  part 
himself  in  the  production  of  the  article  manufactured.  Further, 
we  find  that  some  slaves  ^  were  left  at  liberty  to  work  when 
and  where  and  how  they  pleased,  on  condition  that  they  paid 
regularly  a  fixed  sum  to  their  masters.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
ol)serve  that  this  slave  labour  was  more  costly  and  less  produc- 
tive than  free  labour.  It  could  not  even  compete  with  the 
labour  of  the  Perioeci,  who  were  largely  artisans ;  and  it  did 
not  succeed  in  killing  free  labour  that  competed  in  the  same 
market  as  itself.  The  number  of  slaves  employed  in  a  work- 
shop varied  according  to  the  capital  and  trade  of  the  owner: 
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the  father  of  Demosthenes,  in  two  workshops,  employed  fifty ; 
Lysias  and  his  brother  Polemarchos,  1 20 ;  while  in  the  silver 
mines  Nicias  alone  had  a  thousand  at  work.  The  state  might 
itself  be  an  owner  of  slaves:  the  police  of  Athens,  Scythian 
archers,  were  purchased  slaves,  as  were  the  public  executioner,  - 
gaolers,  torturers,  &c. 

The  purchased  slave  was  the  absolute  property  of  his  owner, 
to  dispose  of  by  sale,  gift,  testament ;  to  employ  as  he  chose, 
or  to  kill  if  he  would.  The  only  apparent  limitation  of  the 
owner's  power  of  life  and  death  over  his  slave  which  was 
imposed  at  Athens,  was  made,  not  in  the  interests  of  the  slave 
or  of  humanity,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  state  as  a  religious 
community.  The  shedding  of  blood,  even  if  it  were  a  slave's 
blood,  brought  pollution  upon  the  community,  and  the  owner 
who  killed  one  of  his  slaves  was  compelled  by  law  in  Athens 
to  cleanse  himself  of  the  pollution.  The  process  of  cleansing 
was  the  same  as  that  employed  in  cases  of  involubtary  homicide. 
In  such  cases,  if  the  kin  of  the  dead  man  were  present  to  insist 
on  the  penalty,  the  homicide  was  banished  until  he  had  recon- 
ciled the  representatives  of  the  slain  man;  but  as  the  slave 
had  no  kin,  he  who  killed  a  slave  was  quit  of  his  offence  if  he 
offered  a  cleansing  sacrifice  to  the  gods.  Against  maiming  and 
assault  on  the  part  of  a  stranger,  the  slave  was  only  protected 
by  the  state  in  the  same  way  that  any  piece  of  his  master's 
property  was  protected  by  the  state  from  wilful  injury.  Against 
violence  from  his  owner,  it  was  not  the  state  but  religion  that 
offered  the  slave  protection :  he  might  claim  asylum  at  the 
altars  of  the  gods.  This  protection^  however,  was  not  absolute : 
the  slave  had  eventually  to  quit  his  asylum,  even  if  he  were 
not  starved  or  tricked  into  leaving  it,  and  then  he  was  once 
more  in  the  power  of  his  owner,  and  the  only  remedy  he  had 
from  further  violence  was  the  chance  that  his  woeful  appear- 
ance might  so  work  upon  the  feelings  of  the  priests  of  the 
temple,  or  on  the  worshippers,  that  they  would  interest  them- 
selves to  induce  the  owner  to  sell  the  slave  to  some  other 
master,  who  might  treat  him  better.  But  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  there  was  no  legal  machinery  in  existence  to  compel 
the  owner  to  sell  the  slave,  or  to  allow  the  slave,  supposing 
he  possessed  the  requisite  sum,  to  purchase  his  liberty.  So, 
too,  although  the  law  of  Athens  protected  the  slave  equally 
with  the  free  man  against  assault  (v)9/oi$),  the  slave,  being  in- 
capable of  instituting  any  action  at  law,  could  not  bring  an 
action  for  assault  {ypo-<f>ri  vPp€<a^)  against  his  master,  nor  is  it 
clear  who  or  whether  any  one  else  could  bring  such  an  action 
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on  behalf  of  the  slave.     The  slave  was,  in  fact^  entirely  de- 
pendent on  his  master's  character  for  the  treatment  he  received 
— blows,  bonds,  scourging,  branding,  torture  were  all  forms  of 
punishment  which  owners,  as  a  matter  of  fact^  did  employ, 
although  the  extent  to  which  they  employed  them  naturally 
depended  on  the  temperament  of  the  individual  owner.     It  is 
therefore  not  surprising  that  among  purchased  slaves  thoee  had 
the  best  time  of  it  who  were  the  property,  not  of  any  individual 
owner,  but  of  the  state.     Such  slaves,  like  private  slaves,  might 
acquire  wealth  of  their  own  ;  but  whereas  private  slaves  might, 
and  undoubtedly  were,  deprived  of  their  savings  at  the  good- 
will of  their  owner,  public  slaves,  though  probably  they  had  no 
more  legal  power  to  acquire  property,  were  left  by  the  state  in 
undisturbed  possession  of  their  peculium.     Like  some  private 
slaves,  they  lived  by  themselves,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
their  owner  had  no  household  for  them  to  dwell  in.     There  is 
no  conclusive  evidence  to  show  that  public  slaves  could  bring 
actions  at  law,  any  more  tlian  private  slaves.     The  sole  advan- 
tage that  public  slaves  had  over  private  slaves  was  the  natural 
one  of  being  less  interfered  with,  an  advanta<;e  which  those 
who  work  for  the  state  have  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  over 
the  servants  of  private  masters.     Further,  public  slaves,  unless 
l)ought  from  a  private  owner,  were  not  sold  by  the  state  into 
the  hands  of  any  individual  owner. 

The  treatment  of  serfs  in  some  respects  may  be  conjectured 
to  have  been  better  than  that  of  slaves.     They  were  less  cloeelr 
in  contact  with  their  master,  they  were  not  the  private  property 
of  the  master  they  served,  and  therefore  they  were  neither  so 
frequently  exix)sed  to  the  ill-humour  and  fits  of  passion  of  their 
master,  nor  so  absolutely  in  his  i>ower.     Thus  their  daily  life 
may,  though  we  do  not  know,  have  been  much  less  interfered 
with,  and  one  of  less  hardship  than  that  of  the  purchased 
slave  ;  and  when  they  were  engaged  in  working  the  soil,  they 
worked  after  their  own  fashion,  and  not  under  the  orders  and 
superintendence  either  of  an  owner  or  of  a  slave-driver.     On 
the  other  hand,  the  purchased  slave  was  exempt  from  certain 
inconveniences  to  which  the  serf,  in  Sparta  at  least,  was  ex-* 
]K)sed ;  in  Athens  the  state  did  not  authorise,  still  less  did  it 
enjoin,  the  murder  of  slaves,  either  individually  or  wholesale ; 
in  Sparta  the  state  enjoined  both   modes  of  murdering  its 
property,  the  Helots.     What  the  precise  object  of  the  krypteia' 
may  have  been  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  the  fact  remains  that 
it  was  part  of  the  young  Spartan's  training  at  a  certain  age,  and 
under  orders  from  the  ephors,  to  practise  assassination  on  the 
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Helot  population  of  the  land,  whether  on  such  Helots  as  he,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  thought  it  advisable  to  do  away 
with,  or  such  as  were  indicated  to  him,  either  individually  or 
generically  by  the  ephors,  does  not  appear.  As  an  instance  of 
wholesale  murder,  we  have  the  well-known  passage  in  Thucy- 
dides  (iv.  80),  from  which  we  learn  that  the  Helots  on  one 
occasion  during  the  Peloponnesian  war,  were  inVited  to  select 
the  two  thousand  of  themselves  whom  they  judged  to  have  been 
bravest  and  to  have  rendered,  Sparta  the  gi*eatest  service  in  the 
war,  in  order  that  they  might  receive  their  liberty  as  a  reward 
for  their  patriotism.  The  two  thousand  were  chosen,  made 
their  appearance  on  the  day  appointed  for  their  emancipation, 
and  were  never  heard  of  more.  How  they  were  put  out  of  the 
way  no  man  knew.  It  is  not  surprising  to  find  then,  that 
insurrections  were  more  frequent  in  serf-holding  than  in  slave- 
holding  states.  Whereas  the  history  of  Sparta  is  a  series  of 
attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Helots  to  regain  their  liberty, 
especially  at  times  when  external  danger  threatened  Sparta,  it 
is  not  until  b.g.  103,  that  we  find  a  slave  outbreak  taking  place 
in  Attica.  In  Chios,  however,  where  slavery  was  first  prac- 
tised in  Greece,  and  where  purchased  slaves  were  more  nume- 
rous than  in  any  other  Greek  state,  there  was  an  insurrection 
as  early  as  ac.  402,  when  the  Athenians  were  attacking  the 
place.  Undoubtedly,  insurrections  were  less  common  among 
slaves  than  among  serfs.  The  slave  population  of  a  city  was 
perpetually  fluctuating,  and  was  composed  of  the  most  hetero- 
geneous elements,  united  by  ties  neither  of  common  blood, 
common  language,  nor  of  common  interest,  and  with  no  tradi- 
tions. The  serfs,  on  the  other  hand,  were  a  permanent  popula- 
tion who  had  been  longer  in  the  country  than  their  masters, 
who  spoke  a  common  language,  inherited  traditions  of  national 
independence,  and,  most  embittering  fact  of  all,  were  as  much 
Greeks  as  their  lords.  Thus  the  reason  why  serf  insurrections 
were  more  frequent  than  slave  revolts,  was  precisely  because 
the  position  of  the  serfs  was  more  intolerable  than  that  of  the 
slaves.  Consequently,  whereas  in  time  of  war  serfs  took  the 
opportunity  to  revolt,  slaves  took  the  opportunity  to  run  away. 
In  the  Deceleian  war  20,000  slaves  escaped  from  Athens. 
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CHAPTER  III 

EMANCIPATION  AND   PRICE  OF  SLAVES 

For  the  emancipation  of  a  purchased  slave,  all  that  was  neces- 
sary was  the  declaration  by  word  of  mouth  of  the  owner  that 
he  set  the  slave  free.  The  matter  was  not  one  that  the  state 
had  any  voice  in ;  and  here  we  have  another  instance  of  the 
slow  growth  in  Greece  of  the  authority  of  the  state,  and  of  the 
length  of  time  it  took  for  the  custom  of  the  kin  to  be  absorbed 
into  the  law  of  the  state.  The  only  interest  taken  by  the  law 
in  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  was  that  in  some  places  the  state 
levied  a  tax  on  the  emancipation  of  a  slave,  and  then  took  care 
that  a  register  of  emancipated  slaves  was  kept.  Such  a  register 
incidentally  served  as  proof  that  a  slave  had  really  been  eman- 
cipated, and  so  protected  him  from  being  unjustly  claimed  by 
his  former  owner  as  a  slave.  Where  such  a  tax  and  such  a 
register  were  unknown,  as  for  instance  in  Athens,  the  first  and 
most  obvious  means  the  slave  had  to  guarantee  his  liberty  for 
the  future,  was  for  the  declaration  of  his  liberty  to  be  made  in 
the  presence  of  witnesses,  and  so  emancipations  were  usually 
made  in  some  public  place — the  market,  the  theatre,  the  law 
courts.  It  was  again  not  an  unfrequent  practice  for  the  owner 
to  liberate  some  of  his  slaves  at  his  death ;  in  this  case  the 
emancipation  was  made  in  the  owner's  testament,  which  thus 
served  as  a  valid  testimony  to  the  slave's  liberty.  A  slave 
might  be  given  his  liberty  as  a  free  gift,  or  he  might  purchase 
it  out  of  his  own  savings,  if  his  master  did  not,  as  he  was 
entitled  to,  take  them  away  from  him.  The  slave  who  pos- 
sessed the  price  of  his  liberty  could  not  demand  that  his 
master  should  accept  the  price  and  let  him  go ;  it  was  entirely 
in  the  power  of  the  owner  to  accept  or  refuse  the  price  offered 
But  if  the  owner  were  prepared  to  accept  the  price,  a  difficulty 
arose :  the  slave  was  not  a  person  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and 
could  not  be  a  party  to  any  legal  act ;  thus,  even  if  the  owner 
sold  the  slave  to  the  slave,  the  act  had  no  legal  force.  To 
evade  this  difficulty,  an  ingenious  device  was  practised  which 
has  only  of  late  years  come  to  our  knowledge;  inscriptions 
have  been  found,  mostly  at  Delphi  (they  are  published  in 
Curtius,  Anecdota  Delpkica^  and  Wescher  and  Foucart's  Ith 
scrtptions  recueillies  a  Delphes),  from  which  we  learn  that  the 
slave  who  was  in  a  position  to  purchase  his  liberty  deposited 
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the  money  with  the  god  of  Delphi,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing his  liberty ;  and  the  priest,  acting  on  his  behalf,  bought 
the  slave  from  his  owner,  to  be  the  god's  slave,  but  to  be  free 
to  go  and  to  be  wherever  he  chose.     The  act  of  sale,  of  which 
we  now  have  many  specimens,  specified  all  this,  and,  besides, 
the  price,  and  in  some  instances  further  provisions  and  guar- 
antee&      Thus,  the  document  sometimes  stipulates  that  the 
heirs  of  the  owner  shall  renounce  all  claims  on  the  slave,  and 
the  prospective  heirs  then  put  their  names  to  the  document 
But  most  interesting  are  the  not  unfrequent  stipidations  made 
on  behalf  of  the  owner  that  the  liberation  of  the  slave  shall 
not  take  place  until  the  expiration  of  a  certain  period — say, 
until  the  death  of  the  owner — or  that  for  a  certain  period  the 
freedman  shall  be  bound  to  perform  certain  duties — such  as 
nursing,  tending,  and  duly  burying  the  late  owner — or  to  pay 
certain  sums  at  fixed  periods  to  the  owner,  or  to  such  persons 
or  institutions  or  clubs  as  he  may  appoint.     We  have  doubtless 
to  represent  these  duties  or  payments  as  part  of  the  price  of  the 
slave's  liberty,  for  the  price  named  in  the  document  may  be 
purely  fictitious,  and  the  real  consideration  in  return  for  which 
the  slave  received  his  liberty  was  the  duties  or  payments  men- 
tioned.    Emancipated  slaves  at  Athens  did  not  by  the  fact  of 
their  emancipation  become  full  citizens,  or  indeed  citizens  at 
all;  they  were  treated  as  Metics,  i.e.,  as  resident  foreigners, 
who  paid  an  annual  tax  to  the  state  for  the  privilege  of  being 
allowed  to  live  in  safety,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  the  state.     In  addition  to  this  tax,  the  freedman  paid  an 
annual  tax  of  three  obols,  perhaps  as  compensation  to  the  state 
for  the  loss  of  the  slave  tax,  which  his  liberation  caused  to  the 
state.     The  freedman,  like  the  Metic,  could  not  set  the  law  in 
action  on  his  own  behalf,  or  in  his  own  protection,  except 
through  the  agency  of  an   Athenian  citizen,  his  recognised 
ir/xHTTa-n/s  or  patronus,  who  in  the  case  of  the  freedman  was 
his  late  owner.     It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  we  some- 
times find  slaves  dwelling  apart  from  their  masters,  and  hence 
called  \(op\s  oiKovvTcs,  and  working  for  their  masters ;  we  have 
now  to  add  that  these  slaves  sometimes  appear  in  the  orators 
to  have  acted  in  law  cases  quite  as  though  they  were  free; 
it  may  therefore  be  conjectured  that  such  slaves — the  x^^P^^ 
oftKowTcs — were  really  slaves  who  had  been  emancipated  on 
condition  of  acting  as  their  late  owner's  business  agents  during 
his  lifetime.     It  is  less  satisfactory  to  make,  as  Meier  and 
Schomann  (AtitscJie  Procesfy  ed.  lipsius,  p.  751)  make,  a  purely 
arbitrary  distinction  between  two  classes  of  slaves,  to  attribute 
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to  one  class  all  the  privileges  of  fieedmen,  and  yet  to  deny  that 
they  were  freedmen.  Doubtless  it  was  inconvenient  for  an 
Athenian  merchant  who  conducted  his  business  by  means  of 
slaves,  that  his  agent,  being  a  slave,  could  not  in  the  litigation 
which  arises  out  of  business  transactions  represent  his  interests 
in  a  court  of  law.  But  the  form  of  emancipation  with  which 
the  inscriptions  have  made  us  familiar,  was  a  simple  means  of 
evading  the  inconvenience ;  for  it  gave  the  agent  the  requisite 
legal  status,  and  yet  by  the  terms  of  the  emancipation  retained 
to  the  owner  the  services  of  the  slave.  Indeed,  we  may  here 
have  the  origin  of  this  form  of  emancipation,  which,  as  we  now 
see,  was  quite  as  much  to  the  interest  of  the  owner  as  of  the 
slave.  Finally,  as  regards  the  emancipation  of  purchased  slaves, 
the  state  might  liberate  the  slaves  of  a  private  owner  for  ser> 
vices  rendered  to  the  state,  always  provided  that  the  state  paid 
to  the  owner  the  price  of  the  slave.  At  Athens  the  most 
noticeable  instance  of  this  kind  was  the  liberation  of  the  slaves 
who  fought  at  Arginuss,  and  in  this  case  citizenship  was  also 
conferred  on  the  freedmen. 

Serfs,  not  being  the  property  of  any  private  owner,  could  only 
be  liberated  by  the  state  which  owned  them.  At  Sparta,  Helots 
were  emancipated  for  valour  in  war — probably  the  only  form 
which  service  could  take  to  such  a  state  as  Sparta — and  the 
Helots  thus  emancipated  were  called  Neodamodeis.  Another 
class  of  freedmen  were  Helots  who  were  brought  up  with  the 
children  of  their  masters ;  these  were  probably  the  children  of 
Spartan  fathers  and  Helot  mothers,  and  were  called  Mothakes 
or  Mothones.  Helots  freed  in  either  way  did  not  by  the  fact 
of  their  liberation  become  Spartan  citizens ;  and  though  such 
men  as  Lysander,  Gallicratidas,  and  Gylippus,  who  were  drawn 
from  this  class,  did  acquire  citizenship,  we  are  quite  ignorant  of 
the  mode  by  which  a  freedman  at  Sparta  could  become  a  full 
citizen.  Still  less  do  we  know  about  other  classes  of  freedmen 
at  Sparta,  whose  names  alone,  such  as  the  Epeunakti,  Aphetae, 
and  Adespoti,  have  come  down  to  us. 

We  do  not  get  much  information  from  ancient  authorities 
as  to  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  various  Greek  cities,  and 
we  have  no  means  of  checking  the  figures  that  are  given  us. 
Gorinth  is  said  to  have  possessed  at  one  time  460,000  slaves, 
and  the  small  island  of  iEgina  470,000.  The  numbers  seem 
large,  but  are  not  improbable,  when  we  recollect  that  the  majority 
would  be  engaged  in  manufacturer  In  Attica,  in  b.c.  309,  a 
census  showed  the  number  of  slaves  to  be  400,000,  and  this  is 
somewhat  confirmed  by  the  fact  that,  shortly  after  this  time,  the 
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orator  Hyperides  edtimates  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  country 
and  the  mines  alone  at  150,000. 

The  number  of  Helots  in  Sparta  can  only  be  unsatisfactorily 
estimated  from  the  fact  that  at  the  battle  of  PlatasaB,  8000 
Spartans  were  accompanied  by  56,000  Helots.  If  this  was  the 
full  number  of  adult  male  Helots,  the  whole  population,  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  laws  of  population,  would  be  266,000,  but 
this  is  probably  too  low. 

Of  the  number  of  slaves  in  other  states  we  have  no  figures. 

The  price  of  slaves  naturally  varied  much :  when  the  capture 
of  a  city  flooded  a  slave  market  with  slaves,  the  price  naturally 
fell,  as  slave  merchants  could  not  afford  to  keep  a  stock  in  hand 
for  any  considerable  time,  but  preferred  to  dispose  of  them  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  age,  disposition,  qualities,  and  abilities 
of  the  individual  slave  also  made  the  greatest  difference  in  the 
price.  It  is  therefore  quite  comprehensible  that,  as  Xenophon 
says  {Mem.  ii.  5,  2),  the  price  might  vary  from  half  a  mina  to 
two,  five,  and  even  ten  minaa. 


CHAPTER  IV 

THE  EFFECTS  OF  SLAVERY 

It  will  be  convenient  to  treat  of  the  effects  of  slavery  under 
the  heads  of  moral,  economical,  and  political  effecta  To  begin 
with  the  moral  effects  :  on  the  degradation  which  slavery  pro- 
duces in  the  slave  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell,  it  is  alike  obvious 
and  undoubted.  In  the  owner  of  slaves  the  two  vices  which 
are  especially  engendered  by  possessing  absolute  power  over  the 
lives  and  persons  of  other  human  beings  are  cruelty  and  lust. 
That  cruelty  and  lust  were  the  two  vices  which  stained  Greek 
civilisation  to  the  greatest  extent  is  a  fact  which  forces  itself 
on  the  notice  of  the  most  casual  reader  of  Greek  history.  As 
evidence  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Greeks,  it  is  but  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  internal  history  of  Corcyra,  to  the  treatment  of 
PlatSBSB  by  the  Spartans,  or  to  the  nature  of  the  reprisals  prac- 
tised by  political  parties  of  all  kinds  on  their  political  foes. 
The  extent  to  which  lust  was  indulged  in  the  most  brilliant 
periods  of  Greek  civilisation  is  apparent  in  Greek  literature, 
and  still  more  in  the  attempts  of  modem  writers  to  make  it 
intelligible  to  modem  notions  that  such  vice  could  co-exist  with 
such  perfection  in  art     But  as  these  two  vices  are  engendered 

2  R 
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by  the  possession  of  absolute  power,  so  the  extent  to  w^hich 
they  are  fostered  is  determined  in  part  by  the  extent  of  the 
owner's  power  over  his  slavea    So  far  as  the  law,  or  religion,  or 
public  opinion  put  restraints  on  the  exercise  of  this  power,  the 
evil  consequences  of  slavery  may  be  attenuated.     Examples  of 
this  may  be  found  in  Greek  history.     The  power  of  the  Spartan 
over  the  Helot  was  less  absolute  than  that  of  the  Athenian  over 
his  purchased  slave,  and  the  consequence  was  good  for  the 
Spartan.     Though  we  have  but  few  pictures  of  the  daily  life  of 
the  Spartan,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  was  less  under 
the  domination  of  lust  than  was  the  Athenian;  and  a  con- 
clusive indication  of  this  fact  is  to  be  found  in  the  superior 
position  of  women  at  Sparta.     The  Spartans  were  frequently 
ridiculed  by  other  Greeks  as  wife-ridden,  and  Aristotle  ascribes 
the  downfall  of  Sparta  in  part  to  the  excessive  power  which 
fell  into  the  hands  of  its  women.     In  both  these  strictures 
we  probably  have  a  proof  rather  that  the  position  of  women 
in  Sparta  was  less  degraded  than  elsewhere  in  Greece,  than 
that  it  was  higher  than  would  be  considered  good  in  modem 
times ;  and  if  women  were  treated  with  more  respect  in  Sparta 
than  elsewhere  in  Greece,  it  was  undoubtedly  because   the 
Spartans  did  not  get  their  ideal   of  womanhood  from  the 
hetsBrse,    the    ilute-players   and    dancers,   whose    society    the 
Athenian  preferred  to  that  of  his  wife,  and  whose  ranks  were 
recruited  mainly  from  the  slave  population.      On  the  other 
hand,  the  Spartan  was  not  distinguished  above  other  Greeks  by 
his  greater  humanity ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  more  barbarous 
and  cruel  than  they ;  and  the  explanation  is  undoubtedly  to  be 
found  at  least  partly  in  the  fact  that  cruelty  to  the  Helots,  so 
far  from  being  discouraged  by  the  law  or  public  opinion,  was 
positively  enjoined,  and  assassination  organised  by  the  state. 
If  we  travel  beyond  the  limits  of  Greek  history  for  evidence  as 
to  the  extent  to  which  the  evil  effects  of  slavery  may  be  modi- 
fied by  proper  legislation,  we  have  only  to  consult  the  records  of 
Hebrew  legislation  and  history.     So  far  as  it  was  possible  to 
avert  the  evils  of  slavery  by  legislation  it  was  done  by  the  law 
of  Moses  :  the  slave's  life  was  made  as  sacred  as  that  of  a  free 
man.     The  penalty  for  killing  a  slave  was  death  (Exod.  xx. 
,20-23).     If  a  slave  were  maimed  by  his  master,  he  ipso  /ado 
became  free  (Exod.  xxi.  27).     The  provisions  made  to  protect 
the  slave  from  the  lust  of  the  owner,  and  to  protect  the  owner 
from  himself,  were  equally  wise.     If  the  charms  of  a  female 
captive  touched  her  master,  the  law  demanded  that  he  should 
make  her  his  wife  (Lev.  xxii.  24).     If  he  subsequently  wished 
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to  put  her  away^  she  did  not  relapse  into  slavery,  but  was  set 

free  (Deut.  xxi.  10-15).     If  we  compare  these  provisions  with 

the  laws  of  the  most  humane  of  the  Greeks,  the  Athenians,  we 

shall  at  once  see  how  absolutely  defenceless  the  owner  of  slaves 

in  Greece  was  left  against  himself,  or  rather  against  his  own 

worser  nature.     For  the  murder  of  a  slave  the  Athenian  was 

quit^  if  he  purified  himself  by  the  necessary  sacrifices ;  and,  if 

the  slave  did  not  belong  to  himself,  by  payment  of  the  value  of 

the  slave.     It  is  true  that  the  law  in  its  letter  defended  the 

slave  equally  with  the  free  man  against  violence,  whether  the 

violence  of  cruelty  or  of  lust ;  but  in  effect,  as  the  slave  had  no 

standing  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  he  had  no  means  of  putting  the 

law  in  operation  in  his  own  behalf.    Public  opinion  did  nothing 

to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  law  in  this  respect      The  law 

itself  set  a  daily  example  of  cruelty  to  slaves,  by  refusing  to 

accept  the  evidence  of  a  slave,  willing  as  he  might  be  to  offer 

his  evidence  and  much  as  it  might  be  to  his  interest  to  speak 

the  truth,  until  he  had  been  first  duly  tortured  by  the  officers 

of  the  court.     What  amount  of  protection  the  law  afforded  a 

slave  against  the  violence  of  lust  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact 

that  the  owners  of  female  slaves  lived  on  the  proceeds  of  their 

slaves'  prostitution ;  and  the  amount  of  protection  afforded  by 

religion  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  in  many  cities  there 

were  temples  which  possessed  numerous  slaves — Up68ovXoi — for 

no  other  object  than  prostitution. 

On  the  economical  effects  of  slavery  it  is  not  necessary  to 
dwell  long,  for  they  were  necessarily  in  the  main  the  same  as 
flow  from  slave  labour,  wherever  employed.  Slave  labour 
uniformly  costs  more  and  is  less  productive  than  free  labour ; 
and  this  is  true  of  Greece  as  of  any  other  country.  Perhaps 
the  best  indication  wo  have  of  this  is  the  fact  that  slave  labour, 
abundant  as  it  was,  could  not  drive  out  free  labour ;  the  number 
of  free  citizens  who  lived  at  Athens  on  their  daily  labour  was 
far  from  inconsiderable,  and  the  number  of  foreigners  who  took 
up  their  permanent  residence  in  the  city  because  of  the  trade 
that  was  to  be  done  there  was  probably  still  greater.  An  indi- 
cation of  the  fact  that  even  slave  owners  themselves  found  that 
slave  labour  was  less  productive  than  free  labour,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  system  of  conditional  emancipation  which  is  revealed  to 
our  knowledge  by  the  inscriptions  found  principally  at  Delphi 
The  serf  population  of  Sparta  and  other  states,  though  politi- 
cally deprived  of  liberty,  must  be  considered  as  economically 
free,  for  slavery  in  the  eyes  of  political  economy,  at  any  rate  as 
far  as  the  departmepit  of  jproductip^i  is  concerned,  consists  in  a 
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man's  having  no  legal  claim  to  the  fruits  of  his  own  labour. 
Now,  the  Helots,  after  paying  their  tax  of  barley,  wine,  and 
oil,  had  legal  title  to  everything  they  could  produce.  The 
economical  position  of  the  Periceci  was  also  one  of  perfect 
freedom,  and  consequently  we  find  that  their  manufactures, 
weapons,  mantles,  shoes,  drinking- cups,  &c.,  were  far  superior 
to  anything  that  slave  labour  could  produce  in  the  same  Une. 

To  the  depopulation  of  Greece,  and  the  share  which  slavery 
had  in  bringing  it  about,  we  have  already  referred.  In  any 
society  the  working  classes  increase  more  rapidly  than  the 
upper  classes ;  and  it  is  from  the  lower  classes,  through  com- 
merce, that  the  upper  classes  are  perpetually  recruited.  Old 
wealth  despises  new  wealth,  as  new  wealth  tries  to  conceal  its 
connection  with  the  poverty  from  which  it  has  emerged ;  but 
in  course  of  time  new  wealth  becomes  old,  to  succeed  to  the 
prejudices  and  the  fate  of  the  position  it  has  eventually  ob- 
tained. Anything  which  prevents  the  sap  rising  from  the  soil 
to  the  topmost  branches  tends  to  bring  about  the  decay  of  that 
tree  to  the  top  of  which  it  is  the  ambition  of  new  wealth  to  climb. 
When  the  tree  is  entirely  prevented  from  drawing  support  from 
the  soil,  the  working  classes,  on  which  it  is  based,  the  tree  is 
doomed.  At  Athens  the  citizen-body  always  contained  some 
members  who  were  artizans  and  day-labourers ;  at  Sparta,  the 
citizen- body  contained  none  such.  Athens,  therefore,  contained 
some  recuperative  force,  but  Sparta  none. 

The  distinction  just  drawn  between  Athens  and  Sparta  is  of 
importance  to  remember  when  we  are  estimating  the  political 
effects  of  slavery.  One  of  the  political  effects  is  said  to  have 
been  that  the  democracies  of  ancient  Greece  were  built  upon 
the  exclusion  of  the  working  classes  from  the  constitution,  and 
were  in  fact  not  democracies  at  all.  Of  Sparta,  which  was  not 
a  democracy,  but  an  extremely  close  oligarchy,  this  is  undoubtedly 
true.  Of  Athens,  which  was  a  democracy,  it  is  undoubtedly 
not  true.  The  existence  within  the  citizen-body  of  a  consider- 
able number  of  people  who  worked  with  their  hands  for  a  living 
cannot  be  doubted.  A  single  fact  is  enough  to  bring  the  actual 
state  of  things  to  the  reader's  mind :  the  number  of  Athenians 
who  could  not  afford  to  lose  a  day's  work  in  order  to  perform 
their  duties  as  dicasts  was  so  great  that  Pericles  instituted  the 
system  of  paying  them  for  their  services.  Next,  if  we  consider 
the  nature  of  the  body  outside  the  constitution,  we  shall  find 
that  it  was  very  different  at  Athens  from  what  it  was  at  Sparta. 
At  the  latter  place  the  body  excluded  were  the  native  Greek 
population,  once  free,  independent^  and  having  a  national  life. 
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At  Athens,  the  slave  body  was  of  the  most  heterogeneous 
description,  was  for  ever  changing,  and  had  no  claims  by  birth 
or  descent  to  have  a  share  in  ruling  the  country  in  which  they 
were  resident.  It  would  therefore  be  a  mistake  to  imagine,  on 
the  one  hand,  that  Greece  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  sort  of 
problem  presented  to  a  modem  statesman  by  the  exclusion  of 
the  working  classes  from  the  constitution,  or  that,  on  the  other, 
the  working  classes  had  no  political  power.  In  Sparta  the 
problem  of  the  excluded  classes  was  present,  and  was  solved 
simply  by  the  shedding  of  blood,  until  it  solved  itself  by  ex- 
tinguishing the  Spartiataa.  At  Athens  the  man  who  was  bom 
of  citizen  parents,  and  duly  enrolled  in  his  phratry  and  deme, 
did  not  lose  his  citizenship  by  working  for  his  living. 

Finally,  the  presence  in  a  state  of  a  slave  or  serf  population, 
many  times  as  numerous  as  the  citizen  body,  must  have  helped 
to  preserve  the  ancient  conception  of  the  state  with  a  clearness 
to  which  the  members  of  a  modem  state  are  strangers.  For 
the  Greek  the  state  did  not  consist  of  all  the  people  who  hap- 
pened to  inhabit  the  same  boundaries :  the  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants were  not  members  of  the  state.  Nor  did  it  consist  of 
all  the  Greeks  who  inhabited  the  country :  nil  the  inhabitants 
of  Sparta  were  Greeks,  but  the  majority  of  them  were  not 
members  of  the  state.  Nor  yet  did  it  consist  of  all  the  Greeks 
who  happened  to  belong  to  the  same  division  of  the  Greek  race 
as  the  dominant  class:  in  Sparta  there  were  cities  of  the 
PerioBci,  who  were  as  much  Dorians  as  the  Spartiatse  them- 
selves. To  the  Greek  the  state  consisted  of  a  collection  of 
families  who  were  conventionally  regarded  as  being  descended 
from  the  same  ancestor,  and  no  man  could  be  a  member  of 
the  state  who  was  not  first  by  birth  or  adoption  a  member  of 
one  of  those  families.  Thus  the  Greeks  faithfully  preserved 
the  tradition  of  prehistoric  Indo-European  times,  when  society 
did  really  consist  but  of  families,  and  when  the  ifamily  and  not 
the  individual  was  the  unit  of  society. 
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CHAPTER  I 

ARMOUR  AND   DRILL 

F00T-SOLDIBR8  were  cither  heavy  amied  (oirXirai)  or  light  armed 
(^iXot).     For  a  picture  of  the  hoplite  and  a  description  of  his 
armour,  the  reader  is  referred  to  p.  62  supra.     Here  he  need  only 
he  reminded  that  a  hoplite's  armour  consisted  of  helmet,  corselet, 
greaves,  Bhield,  sword,  and  lance.    Helmeti  corselet,  and  greaves 
were  usually  made  of  hronze.     The  greaves  protected  the  front 
of  the  leg,  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee,  hut  left  the  foot  ex- 
posed.    The  corselet  consisted  of  two  pieces,  a  front  piece  and  a 
hack  piece,  which  were  laced  together  hy  thongs  passed  through 
eyelet-holes  made  down  the  sides.    A  leather  girdle,  strengthened 
with  metal  plates,  served  to  hold  the  two  pieces  of  the  corselet 
together  yet  more  securely.     From  the  hottom  of  the  corselet 
hung  a  row  of  short  hroad  stri))8  of  leather,  everlapping  each 
other,  which  allowed  freedom  of  motion,  hut  at  the  same  time 
afforded  protection  to  the  lower  part  of  the  hody,  and  the  upper 
part  of   the  leg.     Of  helmets  there  were  three  kinds.     The 
simplest  was  that  worn  hy  the  Spartans,  the  iriAos,   which 
protected  only  the  head,  and  in  shape  was  not  unlike  the  stiff 
felt  hat,  round  in  the  crown,  worn  at  the  present  day,  except 
that  a  projecting  rim  was  not  always  found  on  the  hronze  X1X09. 
A  much  more  elahorate  form  of  helmet  was  that  known  as  the 
Corinthian,  which,  in  addition,  had  a  neck-piece  to  protect  the 
neck,  side-pieces  to  guard  the  ears  and  cheeks,  and  another 
piece  to  cover  the  no^e ;  while  additional  protection  to  the 
crown  of  the  head  was  afforded  hy  the  crest     Intermediate 
hetween  the  two  forms  just  descrihed  was  the  so-called  Athe- 

>  Droyien  :  Die  Orieehitchen  KriegtaUertkiimer. 
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nian  helmet,  which  resembled  the  Corinthian,  except  that  it 
dispensed  with  the  nose-piece,  had  much  smaller  cheek-pieces, 
which  were  movable  moreover,  being  attached  to  the  helmet 
by  hinges,  and  was  strengthened  over  the  forehead  from  ear  to 
ear  by  a  <rr€<^n;.  The  shield  was  made  of  bronze,  and  might 
be  oval  in  shape,  and  as  tall  almost  as  a  man,  or  smaller  and 
round  or  slightly  elliptical  (the  Argolic  shield).  On  the  inner 
sides  were  straps,  by  which  the  weight  of  the  shield  in  fighting 
might  be  thrown  on  one  or  both  shoulders,  and  a  handle  by 
which  to  wield  it.  On  the  outside,  there  was  commonly  a 
device,  by  which  the  owner  might  be  recognised,  or  the  country 
to  which  he  belonged  indicated,  e.g,,  the  Lacedsemonians  car- 
ried a  lambda  (A),  the  Sicyonians  a  sigma  (S).  Swords  were 
of  two  kinds,  either  straight  and  doubled-edged  (^'<^s),  or 
curved  and  single-edged,  and  were  made  of  bronze  or  iron. 
Scabbards  might  be  of  metal,  wood,  or  leather,  and  depended 
high  on  the  left  side  by  means  of  a  strap,  which  passed  over 
the  right  shoulder.  The  spear  consisted  of  a  shaft  made  of 
ash,  a  point  made  of  iron  or  bronze,  and  a  pointed  metal  butt, 
which  gave  balance  to  the  weapon,  and  also  enabled  it  to  be 
stuck  in  the  ground  when  necessary. 

The  armour  worn  by  the  hoplite  of  historic  times  is  un- 
doubtedly descended  in  its  main  features  from  that  described  in 
the  Homeric  poems.  Indeed,  beyond  the  fact  that  Homeric 
armour  must  have  been  much  clumsier  than  historic  armour, 
the  only  point  of  difference  hitherto  generally  recognised  is 
that  the  Homeric  hero  wore,  in  addition  to  all  the  panoply  of 
the  historic  hoplite,  also  a  f^n-pa,  i.e.,  a  leather  girdle  streng- 
thened with  metal  plates,  large  in  the  middle,  and  gradually 
diminishing  towards  the  sidea  But  moved  by  the  fact  that 
the  cuirass  was  certainly  unknown  to  the  Mycensean  civilisa- 
tion, Beichel,  in  a  treatise,^  which  has  convinced  Dr.  Leaf,^  has 
recently  argued  that  the  armour  of  the  Homeric  hero  did  not 
include  a  cuirass.  His  argument  briefly  is  that  the  small, 
Argolic  shield  did  not  come  into  use  until  about  b.c.  700. 
Before  that  time  the  only  shield  was  the  huge  shield,  reaching 
from  neck  to  knee,  which  is  described  by  Homer,  and  is  pictured 
on  MycensBan  gems.  With  such  a  shield  as  the  latter,  a  Oil^prq^ 
could  be  of  no  use  whatever,  but  only  an  encumbrance.  It  was 
only  when  the  small  buckler  came  in  that  there  was  any  need 
for  a  cuirass.     Where  a  O^pq^  is  mentioned  in  Homer,  it  is 

^   Ueher  ffomerisehe  Waffen,    Wien,  1894. 
'  CUuneaL  Review,  IX.  i.  55,  Feb.  1895. 
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either  used  in  the  sense  of  armour  generally,  just  as  the  Terb 
6iofnjaxr€tv  means  to  arm,  not  specially  to  put  on  a  cuirass ;  or 
else  the  passage  is  an  interpolation — many  such  passages  are 
already  condemned  by  critics  on  other  grounds,  many  lines  in 
which  the  d<afnj(  is  mentioned  can  be  removed  without  detri- 
ment, indeed  with  advantage  to  the  context.  The  breastplate 
is  never  mentioned  in  the  Odyssey  or  the  Doioneia  ;  and  a  hero's 
armour  is  repeatedly  described  as  consisting  of  helmet,  shield, 
and  spears,  die  cuirass  not  being  mentioned.  Keichel's  view 
has  so  much  to  commend  it  that  attention  has  been  called  to  it 
here ;  but  it  may  be  noted  that  if  the  shield  made  the  cuirass 
superfluous,  it  would  also  make  the  lurpa.  unnecessary ;  and 
that,  if  the  Homeric  hero  wore  no  cuirass,  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason  why  he  should  always  be  described  as  patting  his 
greaves  on  first. 

The  citizen-soldiers  of  Greece  wore  no  uniform,  and  there 
was  ample  scope,  within  the  limits  of  the  equipment^  which 
has  been  already  described,  for  the  varieties  of  individual  tastei 
The  Simrtan  trooi)s  alone  presented  some  appearance  of  uni- 
formity, with  their  red  tunics,  egg-shaped  helmets,  and  tall 
shields.  The  light-armed  soldier  dispensed  with  armour,  and 
fought  with  light  spears  or  slings ;  peltasts  carried  a  light 
shield,  sword,  and  javelin. 

Except  in  ThessiEkly  and  BoBotia,  cavalry  was  an  arm  of  the 
service  long  or  always  neglected  in  Greece.  At  the  battle  of 
Platseae  there  were  over  38,000  hoplites,  but  not  a  single  horse- 
soldier.  By  the  time  of  Pericles,  the  Athenians  had  formed  a 
body  of  1000  yeomanry.  Sparta  did  not  bring  herself  to  form 
a  troop  of  cavalry  until  B.C.  424,  and  then  it  was  only  a  body 
of  400,  which  proved  of  little  use.  It  was  not  until  the  time 
of  Philip  and  Alexander  that  cavalry  played  an  important  part 
in  Greek  warfare.  Philip  took  some  pains  to  breed  good  horses, 
and  imported  some  20.000  Scythian  mares,  small  but  sturdy 
animals,  to  improve  the  Macedonian  breed  As  to  the  equip- 
ment of  Greek  cavalry,  the  rider  wore  the  heavy  armour  of  the 
hoplite,  save  that  he  discarded  the  huge  shield.  The  horses 
were  not  shod ;  spurs  were  worn ;  stirrups  were  unknown,  and 
consequently  either  the  horse  had  to  be  taught  to  sink  down, 
or  the  rider  had  to  be  helped  on,  or  he  used  his  lance  as  a 
pole  and  jumped  on.  Liglit-armed  cavalry  were  first  used  in 
Macedonian  times.  The  war-chariots  of  the  Mycensan  period 
and  the  Homeric  age  were  unknown  in  historic  times. 

The  citizen-soldiers  of  Grefte,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Spartans,  had  no  regular  drill.     In  Athens,  for  instance,  all  the 
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training  which  the  citizen  got  was  his  service  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  twenty  in  the  ephebL  After  that  he  got  no 
practice,  either  in  time  of  peace,  however  long,  nor  in  time  of 
war.  In  some  states  an  attempt  was  made  to  remedy  the 
defects  of  this  system  by  maintaining  a  small  standing  army 
of  citizens ;  ^  but  Philip  of  Macedonia  alone  provided  for  the 
regular  training  of  his  militia. 

In  Sparta,  on  the  other  hand,  where  the  citizen's  first  duty 
was  to  be  a  warrior,  and  where  alone,  as  Xenophon  said,  the 
citizens  studied  the  art  of  war  as  craftsmen,  there  was  a  system 
of  regular  drill,  of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  description. 

The  individual  warrior  was  trained  to  make  the  quarter  turns 
to  right  and  left,  and  the  face-about  (half-turn)  ^  in  the  same 
way.  Several  warriors,  standing  side  by  side,  form  a  rank ; 
standing  one  behind  another,  a  file ;  several  files  side  by  side 
form  a  squad.  If,  out  of  a  single  file  of  twenty-four  men 
standing  behind  one  another,  it  was  desired  to  make  two  files 
of  twelve  men  each,  then  numl^ers  i  to  12  (counting  from  the 
leader  of  the  file)  remained  in  their  places,  while  number  13 
(followed  by  the  rest  of  the  file)  marched  up  till  he  came  to  the 
left-hand  side  of  number  i.  So,  too,  if  it  was  necessary  to  make 
four  files  of  six  men  each,  numbers  i  to  6  retained  their  posi- 
tion, while  number  7  (who  was  followed  by  the  next  five  men, 
and  was  called  a  pempadarch)  marched  up  to  the  left  hand  of 
number  i ;  simultaneously,  number  13  (followed  by  five  men) 
marched  up  to  the  left  hand  of  number  6;  and  so  on  with 
the  other  two  sections.  The  result  of  this  movement,  called 
Trapayioyrj,  was,  of  course,  to  extend  the  breadth  of  the  front 
from  one  man  to  two  or  four,  as  the  case  might  be.  The 
vapaywyi^  could  be  executed  either  with  or  without  halting 
the  men. 

The  squad  was  also  taught  to  wheel  a  quarter  circle  (dvaar- 
po<fyrj),  a  half  {irepunraa-ixos),  three-quarters  (^Kirepunraxrfws),  and 
a  full  circle  (cirtJcaraoTocris).  The  squad  turned  on  the  leader 
of  the  file  to  the  extreme  right  or  to  the  extreme  left  of  the 
front,  as  the  case  might  be. 

The  unit  of  the  Spartan  military  system  was  the  ^6\o^,  the 
members  of  which  were  mess-mates.^  Four  lochi  formed  a 
Ta^i9.     The  lochi  might  stand  one  behind  another,  or  side  by 

*  JUXioi  \oyd6a  in  Argos  (Thuc.  v.  67). 

^  A  quarter  turn  to  the  right  is  {kXUtis)  ixl  d6fw ;  to  the  left,  iw  darlda  ; 
a  half -turn  (face-about),  /urapoX-^  A  rank,  ^6y  ;  a  file,  ffrlxos  or  \Axot ; 
file  leader,  TpiOTiardTrp.  front,  fUrunrw  ;  breadth  of  front,  fiiJKos ;  depth, 
pde<n.    Single  file,  c^'  Mt.     Wheel,  hrtffrpwftii.  »  "^^MTKHPOi. 
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side.  To  make  the  latter  formation  out  of  the  former,  all  that 
was  necessary  was  for  the  second  lochos  to  march  up  to  the 
left  «f  the  first,  the  third  to  the  left  of  the  second,  and  the 
fourth  to  the  left  of  the  third.  ^  If,  in  so  doing,  each  lochos 
marched  in  single  file,  the  front  of  the  taxis  would  consist  of 
four  men.  But  each  lochos  might  march  with  two  abreast  or 
four  men  abreast,  and  then  the  front  of  the  taxis  would  be 
eight  or  sixteen  men  wide,  as  the  case  might  be. 

Line-formation^  was  that  in  which  the  front  was  much 
greater  than  the  depth.  Many  companies  might  be  drawn  up 
side  by  side,  and  not  more  than  eight  men  deep,  which  seems 
to  have  been  the  usual  depth  of  the  phalanx  in  the  fifth  and 
fourth  centuries  b.c. 

Marching  order,^  on  the  other  hand,  had  a  greater  depth  and 
much  narrower  front.  Probably  Greek  soldiers  usually  marched 
two  abreast^  To  pass  from  marching  order  (column)  to  line,* 
or  from  line  to  column,  there  were  various  methods  which  need 
not  here  be  particularly  described ;  for  instance,  if  the  enemy 
appeared  ahead  of  a  marching  column,  the  leading  sections 
halted,  and  the  others  marched  up,  the  second  to  the  left  of  the 
first,  the  third  to  the  left  of  the  second,  and  so  on ;  or,  if  the 
enemy  appeared  on  the  left,  then  the  leading  lochos  of  each 
taxis  halted,  and  the  other  three  lochi  marched  up  to  the  left 
of  the  leading  lochos ;  all  the  taxeis  then  made  a  quarter  turn 
to  the  left,  and  thus  the  whole  force  faced  the  enemy — ^the 
taxis,  which  on  the  march  had  brought  up  the  rear,  now  form- 
ing the  left  wing  of  the  phalanx.  So  much  for  infantry  and 
their  manoeuvres ;  now  for  cavalry  drill. 

The  little  we  know  of  this  subject  is  limited  almost  entirely 
to  what  Xenophon  says  of  the  Athenian  cavalry.  The  basis  of 
cavalry,  as  of  infantry  tactics,  was  the  file.  Several  files  formed 
in  Athens  a  4>vX.rj^  elsewhere  an  ikrj.  The  usual  formation  of 
the  phylc  was  rectangular,  either  with  the  same  number  of 
horses  in  front  as  in  depth,  or  twice  as  many.  When  several 
phylaB  stood  in  line,  an  interval  was  left  between  one  phylS  and 
the  next,  equal  to  the  length  of  the  front  of  each  phyle.  This 
was  necessary,  in  order  to  allow  room  for  wheeling.  A  con- 
tinuous front,*  i.e.,  one  in  which  no  interval  was  left  between 
one  phylS  and  the  next,  was  only  used  in  attacking,  and  was 
formed  either  by  one  phyl6  closing  up  to  the  next,  or  by  the 

^  *£s  iffTlSa  rapdyttWf  r&r  rd^eis  rar&  "KSxovt  woteurBau 

*  'Eri  0d\aryof.  >  'Erl  K^piot,  jcard  K4pas,  «  'l&wi  B60, 
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hinder  halves  of  each  lochos  riding  up  into  the  interval  between 
their  own  phyle  and  the  next  to  Uie  left. 

The  evolutions  to  whicli,  in  the  time  of  Polybius,  the  indi- 
vidual trooper  was  trained,  were  the  turns  to  left  ^  and  rights 
the  face-about,  and  wheeling.  Marching  order  varied  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  On  broad  plains  the  various 
divisions  rode  side  bj  side,  on  wide  roads  phyle  followed  phyl^ 
and,  if  circumstances  required,  the  front  might  be  still  further 
diminished.  On  a  march  it  was  common  for  the  men  to  walk 
part  of  the  distance  to  save  the  horses.  Pack-horses  and  change- 
horses  followed  the  column.  The  little  reconnoitring  that  was 
done  was  performed  by  the  wpoSpofjMi, 

Commands^  were  transmitted  by  word  of  mouth  from  the 
commanding  officer  to  inferior  officers,  and  by  them  to  the  rank 
and  file,  both  cavalry  and  infantry.  The  use  of  the  trumpet 
was  not  extensive.  It  served  as"  the  signal  for  attack,  alarm, 
and  recall.^  For  greater  distances  pre-arranged  signals  of  vari- 
ous kinds  might  bo  employed.*  "  Colours,"  standards,  were 
unknown. 
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From  the  time  of  Draco  (according  to  the  ^AOrivaiaiv  irokireCa) 
Athenians  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  the  franchise  were 
required  to  serve  their  country  as  heavy- armed  soldiers.     From 
the  time  of  Solon  members-  of  the  first  three  property  classes 
were  called  on  to  serve  as  hopljjies,  while  the  Thetes  were  re- 
quired for  other  service.     An  Athenian's  liability  to  military  x 
service  began  with  his  eighteenth  year,  and  ended  with  his     ,  ^ 
fifty-ninth.     On  the  completion  of   his  seventeenth  year  he  i./m^hi'*^'^ ' 
attained  his  legal  majority,  and  was  entered  on  the  registry  of"^^.  Po\' 
his  father's  deme**  as  a  full  citizen.     At  the  beginning  (pro-       lj%§l, 
bably)  of  the  civil  year,  all  Athenians  of  the  first  three  property 
classes  who  had  attained  their  majority  in  the  previous  year,  were 
enrolled  as  ephebi.     Their  names  were  engraved  together  on  a 
bronze  pillar  in  front  of  the  bouleut^rion,  in  the  time  of  Aristotle 
(in  former  times  on  wooden  tablets).    They  were  marched  round 

'  Alarm,  rb  iroXefUK&if  (Thuc.  vi.  69) ;  recall,  r6  dvajcXi/ruc^v  (Ibid.  v.  10). 
*  E.g,,  Thuc.  i.  63.  *  Aiy^ta/^X^irdi'  ypafifULTeiw, 
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the  temples,  down  to  the  Peiraeeus,  and  there  half  of  them  were 
sent  to  garrison  Munychia,  half  Akte  (the  southern  peninsula  of 
the  Peiraseus).  Their  morals  and  comfort  were  looked  after  hy  a 
Cosmet^s  and  ten  Sophronistaa,  elected  annually.  The  manner 
in  which  the  latter  were  elected  is  interesting.  The  fathers  of 
the  ephehi  met  together,  according  to  their  trihes,  and,  after 
taking  an  oath,  nominated  from  each  tribe  three  men,  over 
forty  years  of  age,  whom  they  considered  to  be  best  qualified 
to  have  the  care  of  young  men.  From  these  nominees  the 
ecclesia  chose,  by  vote,  one  for  each  tribe.  The  Cosm^tes  also 
was  chosen  by  vote  of  the  ecclesia,  but  the  ecclesia's  choice  in 
his  case  was  not  restricted  to  the  nominees  of  the  tribes.  The 
Cosmet^s  was  charged  with  the  general  supervision  of  all  the 
youths,  the  SophronistsB  with  the  ephebi  of  tlieir  respective 
tribes  only.  Each  ephebos  received  an  allowance  from  the 
state  of  four  obols  a  day,  which  was  paid  over  to  the  Soph- 
ronistes  of  his  tribe.  The  Sophronistes,  out  of  this,  provided 
the  joint-mess,  for  the  ephebi  of  each  tribe  messed  together. 
For  the  military  education  of  the  young  citizens  the  state  pro- 
vided two  trainers  to  instruct  thetn  in-  gymnastics,  and  four 
professors  to  teach  them  the  use  of  the  bow,  the  javelin,  the 
hoplite's  weapons,  and  the  catapult  respectively.  How  many 
ephebi  each  year  produced  we  do  not  know.  There  is  some 
evidence,  however,  to  indicate  that  for  the  year  334-333  the 
number  was  probably  about  a  thousand,  for  which  six  instruc- 
tors do  not  seem  many.  The  ephebi  also  received  instruction 
in  company-drill,^  such  as  was  described  in  the  last  chapter. 

This  course  of  instruction  continued  for  one  year.  At  the 
end  of  that  year  an  ecclesia  was  held  in  the  theatre ;  the  young 
men  went  through  their  drill  in  the  presence  of  the  collect^  citi- 
zens, received  each  a  spear  and  shield  from  the  state,  and  were 
then  transferred  for  another  year  to  other  garrisons.  During 
this  year  they  were  no  longer  under  the  care  of  the  trainers 
and  masters-of-arms,  but  patrolled  the  frontiers  and  countiy 
generally,  in  company  with  the  Tr^pwroAot.  The  peripoli  were 
light-armed  mercenaries  who  formed  the  permanent  garrisons  of 
the  Athenian  fortresses  in  time  of  peace,  and  who  also  performed 
police  duties.  The  ephebi,  therefore — who  doubtless  called 
themselves  "  men  " — also  spoke  of  themselves  as  peripoli,  until 
at  last  the  term  became  ambiguous. 

At  some  time  or  other,  perhaps  when  they  received  their 
lance  and  shield,  but  probably  when  first  they  were  enrolled 

1  Td  wept  rAf  rA^ew  [Atlu  P6L  42). 
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and  marched  round  the  temples,  the  ephebi  took  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  their  country.  Their  dress  during  these  two  years 
consisted  of  chiton,  chlamys,  and  hat.  They  complained  that 
their  various  masters  dogged  them,  and  thrashed  them,  and 
knocked  them  about;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  stone-records 
show  that  they  formed  all  sorts  of  jovial  clubs  with  fancy 
names,  and  that  the  intimacies  and  associations  thus  formed 
were  not  always  allowed  to  drop  in  later  life  (suprOy  p.  313). 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  names  of  the  ephebi  for 
the  year  were  engraved  together  on  a  bronze  st^ld.  On  that 
stSle  they  remained  as  long  as  their  owners  were  liable  to  mili- 
tary service,  i.e.,  forty- two  years ;  and  as  a  fresh  pillar  was  put 
up  each  year  for  the  ephebi  of  that  year,  and  not  removed  until 
the  end  of  forty-two  years,  there  were  altogether  forty-two 
pillars ;  and  these  forty-two  pillars  gave  together  the  names  of 
all  citizens  who  could  be  called  out  for  military  service.  When 
war  was  declared,  a  decree  of  the  senate  and  people  was  passed, 
either  calling  out  all  citizens  of  a  certain  age  (ue,,  all  the  names 
on  certain  stelffi),  or  else  merely  mentioning  the  number  of 
men  required,  and  leaving  it  to  the  strategi  to  select  their 
men,  in  which  case  the  strategi  might  take  some  but  not  all 
the  citizens  whose  names  were  on  one  steld,  and  who  were  con- 
sequently of  the  saifie  age.  Naturally,  men  from  fifty  to  sixty 
years  of  age  were  only  called  out  in  cases  of  extremity,  when 
a  levy  en  masse  ^  was  necessary.  Senators,  and  probably  other 
officials,  were  excused  from  military  service  during  their  years 
of  office. 

The  Athenian  infantry  was  made  up  of  ten  companies,  each  of 
which  consisted  of  the  men  from  one  and  the  same  tribe,  and 
was  consequently  itself  sometimes  called  a  phyle,  though  that 
is  properly  the  name  for  a  body  of  cavalry,  whilst  a  company 
of  foot  is  called  a  rd^is.  The  taxis  was  subdivided  into  a 
number  of  Aoxo^  ^^^  commanded  by  a  \o\ay6^\  but  the 
strength  of  a  lochos  and  the  relation  which  it  bore  to  the  con- 
tingents from  each  deme — for  they  too  were  recognised  divisions 
within  the  taxis — are  points  not  certainly  known.  The  taxis 
itself  was  originally  under  the  direct  command  of  a  strategos,  as 
long  as  the  strategi  were  subordinate  to  the  polemarch ;  but 
when  the  strategi  came  to  be  the  supreme  military  authorities, 
the  command  of  each  taxis  was,  after  b.c.  390,  handed  over  to 
a  taxiarch,  whom  the  demos  elected  by  vote  from  the  tribe 
whose  taxis  he  was  to  command.  The  lochagi  were  appointed 
by  the  taxiarch. 
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The  hoplite  provided  hia  own  armour,  but  received  pay  from 
the  state,  usually  (in  the  Peloponnesian  war)  at  the  rate  of  two 
obols  a  day.^  The  man  who  carried  the  hoplite's  shield  and 
provisions  also  received  pay  from  the  state.  In  both  cases  the 
pay  was  intended  only  to  cover  the  cost  of  food ;  there  was  no 
commissariat  department  in  the  Athenian  army.  When  the 
citizens  were  called  out^  the  strategi  or  taxiarchs  appointed  a 
rendezvous,  to  which  the  contingents  from  each  deme  marched, 
bringing  with  them  in  their  knapsacks  ^  provisions  (salt^  meal, 
garlic,  and  onions)  for  three  days  as  a  rule,  or  longer  if  the 
taxiarchs  ordered.  Afterwards  the  commander  of  the  force  had 
to  take  care  always  to  encamp  in  the  neighbourhood  of  some 
place  at  which  his  men  could  buy  provisions  for  themselves 
out  of  the  pay  provided  by  the  state.  If  the  camp  was  far  from 
the  market,  there  was  a  danger  of  its  being  attacked  by  the 
enemy  whilst  the  men  had  gone  off  to  buy  food  for  the  day. 

The  Thetes  were  only  called  on  to  serve  as  hoplites  in  extre- 
mity. On  the  other  hand,  in  the  fifth  century,  a  body  of  1500 
archers  was  formed  from  this  class,  but  this  was  probably  an 
exceptional  measure.^  Athens  depended  for  her  light-armed 
troops  on  mercenaries  or  on  her  allies.  Three  thousand  Metics, 
however,  were  called  on  in  the  Peloponnesian  war  to  serve  as 
hoplites,* 

A  force  of  cavalry  was  not  raised  in  Athens  until  after  the 
Persian  wars ;  at  first  it  numbered  300  men,  then  1 200,  and  in 
the  Peloponnesian  war  1000,  which  continued  to  be  its  nominal 
force  to  the  time  of  Xenophon.  Naturally,  the  cavalry  were 
drawn  from  among  the  richest  men  of  the  state ;  but  there  is 
no  evidence  to  show  that  service  in  the  corps  was  compulsory 
on  members  of  the  first  property  class.  Apparently,  ten  officials, 
called  KaraXoyct?,  were  chosen  by  vote  of  the  ecclesia,  and  they 
drew  up  a  list  of  citizens  qualified  to  serve  as  knights ;  but  if 
any  man  put  upon  this  list  chose  to  say  he  could  not  afford  to 
serve,  or  was  not  well  enough,  he  was  excused  as  a  matter  of 
course.  It  was  only  when  he  had  tacitly  agreed  to  serve  in 
the  cavalry  that  he  could  be  prosecuted  and  disfranchised  for 
failing  to  do  so.  But  though  no  compulsion  was  used  in  the  first 
instance,  everything  was  done  to  make  this  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice as  attractive  as  possible,  by  affording  the  knights  opportu- 
nities of  showing  off  themselves  and  their  trappings  in  public 

^  Thuc.  V.  47,  four  Attic  obols ;  iii.  17,  a  drachma. 
'  T6\ioi  (Ar.  AeK  1097). 

'  Gf.  Thuc.  ii.  13,  23 ;  iv.  29 ;  v.  84  ;  vi.  43,  with  what  he  says  of  b.c 
424  in  iv.  94.  ^  Thuc  ii.  13,  31 ;  iii.  16 ;  iv.  9a 
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processions.  Further,  the  state  paid  for  the  knight's  outfit^  and 
contributed  a  drachma  a  day  for  the  keep  of  the  horse ;  but, 
although  the  senate  frequently  inspected  the  knights,  to  see  if 
their  horses  were  in  good  condition,  there  is  nothing  to  show 
that  the  cavalry  were  frequently  drilled.  Finally,  the  knights 
from  each  tribe  formed  a  separate  troop,  called  a  ^vXi;,  and  were 
commanded  by  a  phylarch  elected  from  that  tribe ;  while  all 
the  troops  were  under  the  command  of  two  hipparchs  chosen 
from  the  whole  body  of  citizens. 

Originally  the  polemarch  was  the  commander-in-chief  of  all 
the  Athenian  forces ;  then  the  ten  strategi,  who  at  first  were 
elected  one  from  each  tribe,  and  afterwards  all  ten  from  the 
whole  body  of  citizens.  In  the  time  of  Aristotle  the  ecclesia 
appointed  one  strategus  to  take  command  of  the  hoplites  called 
upon  to  serve  outside  of  Attica ;  another  to  command  the  hop- 
lites within  the  borders,  if  there  should  be  war ;  two  to  take 
charge  of  the  garrisons  in  Munychia  and  Akt^,  and  to  defend 
the  Pirffieus ;  a  fifth  to  superintend  the  Heet ;  while  the  remain- 
ing five  were  left  free  to  meet  contingencies.  In  the  field  the 
strategi  had  power  to  imprison  any  man  who  was  insubordinate, 
or  to  drum  him  out  of  the  army,  or  to  fine  him — but  it  was 
not  the  custom  to  fine  him.  Discipline  was  probably  not  very 
strict;  the  strategos  was  subject  to  an  epicheirotonia  every 
prytany,  when  the  question  was  put  to  the  ecclesia  whether  he 
had  discharged  his  duties  properly.  Men  charged  with  failing 
to  present  themselves  when  called  out,  or  with  having  deserted 
subsequently,  or  with  having  shown  cowardice,  were  tried  at 
the  end  of  a  campaign  by  a  court  composed  of  men  who  had 
served  along  with  them. 

As  the  organisation  of  the  Spartan  army  has  been  described 
in  Book  YI.  chap,  iii.,  it  is  only  necessary  here  to  note  that, 
whereas  in  other  states  it  was  the  duty  and  privilege  of  full 
citizens  alone  to  serve  their  country  as  heavy-armed  soldiers, 
in  Sparta  the  Perioeci  as  well  as  the  SpartiatsB  were  armed  as 
hoplites ;  and  whereas  in  other  states  citizens  were  only  soldiers 
in  time  of  war,  and  were  only  liable  to  military  service  during 
certain  years  of  their  life,  in  Sparta  the  sole  object  of  the 
citizen's  education  was  to  make  a  soldier  of  him ;  peace  did  not 
relieve  him  from  his  military  duties,  nor  any  age  exempt  him, 
when  once  he  had  become  a  warrior,  from  liability  to  service. 

As  regards  the  mobilisation  of  the  Spartan  army,  it  rested 
with  the  ephors   to  call  out  the  levies.^     In  each  fiofxi  the 
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Spartans  of  a  certain  year  or  years  were  called  out^  until  the 
requisite  number  of  troops  were  forthcoming.  The  duty  of 
summoning  the  Perioeci  to  appear  at  the  appointed  rendezvous, 
was  intrusted  to  some  of  the  so-called  "  knights "  who  formed 
the  bodyguard  of  the  kings.  The  xenagi  communicated  to  l^e 
allies  how  large  a  number  of  the  troops  which  the  terms  of 
their  alliance  bound  them  to  supply  woiild  be  required. 

As  to  mercenaries,  from  the  beginning  of  the  sixth  century  B.a 
at  least,  Greeks  took  service  under  foreign  potentates  as  mer- 
cenaries :  thus  the  brother  of  Alcseus  served  with  distinction 
under  Nebuchadnezzar ;  and  in  the  Persian  war  some  Arcadians 
offered  their  service  to  Xerxes.  But  before  the  Peloponnesian 
war,  it  was  not  usual  for  Greek  states  to  hire  mercenaries. 
During  that  war  large  numbers  of  light-armed  troops  from 
northern  and  western  Greece,  Cretan  archers,  and  Rhodian 
slingers  found  employment  as  mercenaries.  There  was,  how- 
ever, no  great  demand  in  Greece  at  this  time  for  hired  hoplites, 
as  the  citizen  soldiers  of  each  state  furnished  a  sufficient  supply. 
What  little  demand  there  was  was  met  by  the  Arcadians,  who 
from  of  old  had  been  in  the  habit,  like  the  modem  inhabitants 
of  another  mountainous  country,  Switzerland,  of  looking  to  this 
as  a  regular  profession. 

Meantime  the  numbers  of  Greeks  employed  by  foreign  states 
had  increased  enormously,  and  Greek  mercenaries  were  to  be 
found  by  thousands  in  the  service  of  Persia,  Egypt,  and  Car^ 
thage.  The  famous  Ten  Thousand  of  Xenophon  were  mercen- 
aries hired  by  Cyrus ;  and  at  Issus,  30,000  Greeks  fought  under 
Darius  against  Alexander.  Thus  the  employment  of  mer- 
cenaries was  developed  into  a  systematic  business :  Cyrus,  for 
instance,  was  brought  into  communication  with  ten  men  who 
knew  where  to  go  to  find  mercenaries — Corinth  and  TsBuarum 
were  good  marts  for  this  kind  of  ware — ^and  made  his  terms 
with  them.  They  probably  got  together  the  number  of  men 
they  had  engaged  to  collect,  partly  by  direct  dealing,  partly  by 
paying  other  agents  a  commission.  More  than  half  of  Cyrus'  ten 
thousand  mercenaries  were  Arcadians  or  AchsBans  by  birth. 

This  state  of  things  abroad  could  not  fail  to  react  on  Greece 
itself.  Thus,  for  instance,  the  remnants  of  the  Ten  Thousand 
were  engaged  by  the  Spartan  Agesilaus,  in  394  B.O. ;  Persian  gold 
was  used  by  Conon  to  hire  mercenaries  to  fight  for  Athens ;  and 
ill  3S3  the  Spartan  allies  were  allowed  to  contribute,  instead 
of  men,  money,  which  doubtless  went  to  hire  paid  troops.  By 
the  time  of  the  Sacred  war  (356-346),  the  system  was  so  firmly 
established  in  Greece,  that  the  Phocians  could  hire  20,000  mer- 
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Cdndried ;  dnd  finally,  the  fight  fought  for  Greek  liberty  against 
Philip  was  carried  on  all  through  mainly  by  means  of  mercenaries. 
There  was  another  way  in  which  Greece  was  affected  by  this 
system:  Dionysius  I.  (401-367)  took  large  numbers  of  these  troops 
into  his  permanent  service,  kept  them  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency, 
and  practically  formed  a  standing  army  out  of  them.  The  ex- 
ample thus  set  by  him  was  followed  in  Greece  by  Jason  of  PhersB 
(379-370),  who,  by  the  offer  of  enormously  high  pay,  got  together 
a  body  of  fine  troops,  whom  he  drilled  into  a  powerful  army  de- 
voted to  lus  person. 


CHAPTER  III 

THE  ARMY  IN  THE  FIELD 

A  CAMPAIGN  in  ancient  Greece  was  a  very  different  thing  from 
a  campaign  in  modem  times  :  the  armies  were  so  much  smaller 
— 14,000  was  an  exceptionally  large  force — and  the  distances 
which  the  army  had  to  traverse  were  so  insignificant:  a  couple  of 
marches  would  frequently  suffice  to  bring  the  men  within  sight 
of  the  enemy/  This  latter  fact  explains  why  the  order  given  to 
the  troops,  when  called  out,  to  bring  with  them  three  days' 
provisions,  was  usually  a  sufficient  solution  of  the  commissariat 
problem,  and  not  such  an  inadequate  measure  as  at  first  sight 
appears,  ilnd  further,  not  only  were  the  distances  short,  but 
the  strategy  was  of  the  simples^  and  the  duration  of  the  cam- 
paign usually  of  the  shortest :  the  two  armies  started  out, 
marched  till  they  met,  had  a  fight,  and  went  home.  Marching 
was  attended  with  but  little  difficulty  :  the  country  to  be  crossed 
was  well  cultivated ;  there  were  roads  and  bridges  to  use ;  it 
was  not  customary  to  attack  an  army  on  the  march,  and  there- 
fore measures  to  guard  against  such  an  attack  were  almost 
unknown ;  it  was  unusual  even  to  send  reconnoitring  parties 
aheac^  The  regular  troops  were  followed  by  a  huge  baggage 
train,  for  every  hoplite  had  at  least  one  man  to  carry  his  weapons 
and  knapsack.  There  were  waggons  and  beasts  of  burden  to 
carry  provisions ;  there  were  sutlers  and  camp-followers  of  all 
descriptions;  there  were  the  wounded,  and  there  might  be 
prisoners  and  spoil  The  Spartans  alone  seem  to  have  endea- 
voured to  maintain  some  sort  of  order  ^  in  this  following. 

'The  ordinary  marching  order  was  two  by  two  in  a  long,  thin 
column.     If  by  any  chance  the  enemy  did  threaten  an  attack,  a 

^  By  means  of  the  H^ovres  rod  CKcvo^opiKoG, 
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hollow  square  ^  was  formed ;  the  baggage,  &c.,  Was  placed  in  the 
centre ;  Uie  hoplitcs  formed  the  four  sideey^  The  leading  side  was 
drawn  up  eight  deep ;  *^  the  rear  files  of  the  square  counter^ 
marched  8$)  as  to  bring  the  file-leaders,  picked  warriors,  to  the 
outside.  *The  cavalry  operated  outside  the  square,  on  whichever 
side  was  threatened,  and  were  assisted,  if  necessary,  by  the  most 
active  hoplites,  who  ran  forward  to  help  them  to  drive  off  the 
enemy/^  If  the  attack  became  serious,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
square  to  continue  to  march  :  it  had  to  halt ;  and  if  it  became 
necessary  to  cross  a  bridge  or  go  through  a  defile,  the  conversion 
of  the  square  into  a  column,  and  the  reconversion  of  the  column 
into  a  square,  were  attended  with  such  difficulty  and  confusion  as 
afforded  the  enemy  a  most  favourable  opportunity  for  attack. 

^f  the  army  could  not  reach  a  village  or  town,  in  which  to 
spend  the  night,  it  pitched  its  tents,  or  made  its  huts,  in  some 
position  having  natural  defences,  such  as  a  hill  or  stream.  The 
Si^artans  alone  had  anything  like  a  systematic  mode  of  con- 
structing a  camp^  It  was  usually  circular  in  form ;  each  /ao/xx 
had  its  own  post,  and  all  the  fiopai  were  placed  together ;  each 
/xo/Mx  had  its  own  place  where  it  piled  arms  (except  the  lances, 
without  which  no  Spartan  might  be  seen  in  camp),  and  where 
every  member  of  the  /xo/mi,  unless  his  duties  took  him  elsewhere, 
must  remain,  fflere,  too,  the  members  of  the  pjopa  were  exer- 
cised first  thing  in  the  morning,  after  which  the  polemarch 
gave  the  order  for  the  mid-day  meal,  and  for  changing  the 
sentries  who  guarded  the  weapons,  and  the  outposts,  who  were 
stationed  where  they  could  get  the  most  commanding  views  of 
the  surrounding  country.  In  the  afternoon,  before  the  prin- 
cipal meal  of  the  day,  there  were  more  exercises,  then  a  sacri- 
fice, and  finally  the  men  were  dismissed  to  the  place  of  anas, 
there  to  spend  the  night,  sheltered  by  no  tent  or  hut. 

The  battles  of  the  Peloponnesian  war  *  were  conflicts  between 
masses  of  heavy-armed  soldiers  drawn  up  eight  deep,  and  flung 
on  one  another :  there  were  no  tactics.  One  army  took  up  its 
position  on  or  commanding  a  plain,  and  waited  for  the  other, 
which  encamped  within  a  mile  or  half  a  mile  of  the  first  The 
two  forces  then  drew  up  in  battle  array  about  200  or  250  yards 
apart;  the  paean  was  sung;  the  armies  advanced  until  they 
were  within  about  180  yards  of  each  other,  the  trumpets  were 

*  UXcdtriop,  *  '£t2  ^dXttTTot. 

'  Hoplitei  uied  in  this  way  were  called  #«c9po/MX.  For  the  hollow  Bquare, 
Bee  Thua  iv.  125  ;  vi.  67  ;  vil.  78. 

*  The  following  are  the  battles  in  Thncydides :  i.  62  ;  ii.  79 ;  iii.  98, 
108  ;  iv.  32,  42,  92 ;  V.  67  ;  vi.  67  ;  vii.  6. 
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sounded,  the  war-cry  raised,  and  the  charge  hegan.  As  a  rule, 
the  Greeks  charged  at  the  double,  and  consequently  fell  into 
more  or  less  disoider  before  they  reached  the  foe.  The  Spartans, 
on  the  other  hand,  with  more  confidence  and  self-restraint,  ad- 
vanced slowly,  and  in  good  order.  There  was  in  all  the  battles 
of  the  Peloponnesian  war  a  uniformity,  which  at  first  is  sur- 
prising, and  then  is  interesting,  as  exemplifying  the  operation 
of  a  general  law.  The  right  wing  of  each  aimy  overthrew  the 
enemy's  left ;  the  victorious  wings  returned  from  the  pursuit, 
and  engaged  with  each  other;  and  the  one  that  was  in  the 
least  disorder  won.  This  decided  the  battle.  This  uniformity 
in  the  course  of  events  is  due,  not  merely  to  the  reason  that 
similar  causes  produce  similar  effects,  but  to  the  fact  that  in  all 
these  battles  there  was  one  cause  uniformly,  and  indeed  neces- 
sarily, present.  That  cause  lay  ultimately  in  the  fact  that  the 
hoplite  carried  a  shield.  The  shield  protected  his  left  side,  but 
not  his  right.  Consequently  the  right  wing  was  -the  most  ex- 
posed position  in  the  line  of  battle,  the  most  dangerous,  and  the 
most  honourable,  and  that  which  was  assigned  to  the  best  troops. 
Further,  the  hoplite,  who,  when  the  signal  to  charge  was  given, 
at  first  advanced  with  his  face  and  the  front  of  his  body  towards 
the  foe,  gradually,  in  his  desire  to  protect  himself  with  his 
shield,  made  a  quarter  turn  to  the  right  Thus  he  advanced  no 
longer  with  his  face  and  front,  but  his  left  side  to  the  foe  ;  and 
instead  of  moving  on  a  line  at  right  angles  to  his  original  base, 
he  advanced  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees  or  so.  This  will 
be  plain  from  the  following  figure : — 
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The  continuous  lines  AA,  represent  the  front  of  each  army 
at  the  moment  when  the  order  to  charge  is  given  \  the  dotted 
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lines  AB,  represent  the  course  which  each  would  have  taken 
(but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  never  did  take),  if  the  hoplites  had 
continually  advanced  face  forwards.  The  dotted  lines  AC,  give 
the  course  which  the  armies  actually  did  follow ;  and  the  con- 
tinuous lines  CO,  give  the  i)ositions  actually  occupied  by  the 
two  bodies  when  within  striking  distance.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  inevitable  outcome  of  the  desire  of  the  hoplite  to  pro- 
tect himself  with  his  shield  was  that,  when  the  two  armies 
came  to  blows,  the  right  wing  of  each  extended  far  beyond  the 
left  wing  of  the  other,  outflanked  it,  and  being  further  com- 
posed of  better  troops,  naturally  defeated  it^ 

To  pursue  and  annihilate  a  defeated  enemy  was  an  idea  that 
had  not  occurred  to  the  Greeks,  any  more  than  it  had  occurred 
to  them  to  strike  at  the  line  of  communication  between  the 
enemy  and  his  base,  and  by  cutting  him  off  from  his  supplies 
to  compel  him  to  surrender.  The  conditions  of  Greek  warfare 
were  too  simple  for  such  strategy ;  the  maintenance  of  a  line  of 
communication  was  of  little  importance  to  an  army  which  did 
not  obtain  its  supplies  from  its  base ;  and  as  for  pursuing  an 
enemy  and  annihilating  him,  heavy-armed  soldiers  could  not  do 
it.  Cavalry,  indeed,  might  have  been  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose, but  the  object  of  Greek  fighting  was  not  to  annihilate  the 
enemy,  or  put  him  hors-de-cojnbcU,  but  to  compel  him  to  acknow- 
ledge his  defeat,  which  he  did  by  asking  to  be  allowed  to  bury 
his  dead.  After  that  the  victors  erected  a  trophy  composed  of 
the  weapons  of  the  fallen  foes,  and  then  went  home/ 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  at  Sphacteria  and  under  Iphicrates 
light-armed  troops  had  been  shown  to  be  able,  in  combination 
with  hoplites,  to  defeat  even  Spartans,  the  tradition  that  battles 
could  only  be  fought  and  won  by  heavy-armed  troops  was  so 

1  The  first  mao  to  make  the  quarter  turn  to  the  right  was  the  man  to 
the  extreme  right  of  the  right  wing,  because  his  right  side  had  no  protec- 
tion. If  all  the  other  men  followed  his  example,  the  result  was  as  de- 
scribed  abo^e ;  but  if  only  a  certain  number  did  so,  the  result  was  (as, 
e,g,,  in  the  battle  of  Mantinea,  B.O.  418)  that  there  was  a  gap  in  the  battle 
front  by  the  time  it  reached  the  enemy.    Thus  : — 
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strong  that  generals  continued  to  neglect  the  capahilities,  both 
of  light-armed  troops  and  of  cavalry. 

Epaminondas,  at  the  battles  of  Leuctra  (379)  and  Mantinea 
(362),  rose  above  the  idea  that  the  whole  duty  of  a  general 
was,  when  he  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy  on  a  fair  field,  to 
tell  his  men  to  charge.  He  reasoned  out  some  really  scientific 
tactics.  Hitherto,  although  in  battles  there  had  been  a  general 
enga.£^ement  indeed  all  along  the  line,  each  wing  had  in  point 
of  fact  fought  an  independent  battle  with  the  troops  opposed  to 
it :  there  had  been  no  organic  connection  between  the  opera- 
tions of  one  part  of  the  line  and  another.  Epaminondas,  how- 
ever, thought  out  a  plan  of  battle  in  which  each  wing  had  its 
peculiar  function  to  perform,  and  by  the  performance  of  wliich 
victory  was  to  be  secured.  The  enemy  would  pursue  the  tradi- 
tional plan  of  placing  its  best  troops  on  its  own  right  wing ; 
Epaminondas,  therefore,  departed  from  the  traditionflJ  arrange- 
ment, and  placed  his  best  men  on  his  left  wing.  If  he  could 
defeat  the  enemy's  right  wing  and  best  troops,  .the  battle  would 
be  practically  decided,  if  only  the  enemy's  left  did  not  prove 
victorious  and  come  to  the  aid  of  its  right  To  prevent  this, 
Epaminondas  abstained  from  using  his  own  right  wing  for 
offensive  purposes :  it  did  not  consist  of  his  best  men,  and 
could  not  be  counted  on  with  certainty  to  defeat  the  troops 
opposed  to  it,  nor  was  it  necessary  for  Epaminondas'  purpose 
that  it  should  defeat  them.  All  it  was  required  to  do  was  to 
hold  the  enemy's  left  in  check,  by  standing  ready  and  threaten- 
ing to  strike  at  any  moment.  Holding  the  enemy's  left  down 
in  this  manner,  Epaminondas  was  free  to  pound  away  at  the 
enemy's  right  wing,  which  he  did  in  a  new  and  improved 
manner,  by  attacking,  not  in  line  but  with  a  column.^  As  the 
enemy  were  drawn  up  in  the  traditional  phalanx  of  eight  men 
deep,  while  Epaminondas'  attacking  column  was  fifty  men  deep, 
when  he  directed  his  column  into  the  centre  of  the  enemy's 
right  wing  he  burst  it  at  once.  The  battle  of  Leuctra  was 
fought  on  the  same  tactics,  save  that,  as  the  enemy's  right  wing 
was  protected  on  the  ilank  by  a  phalanx  of  cavalry,  Epami- 
nondas used  a  column  (emholos)  of  light-armed  troops  and 
cavalry  to  burst  the  cavalry  phalanx,  as  well  as  an  embolos  of 
hoplites  to  break  the  Spartans'  right ;  while  to  hold  the  enemy's 
left  more  safely  in  check,  he  used  his  cavalry  to  threaten  it 
with  a  flank  attack  if  it  tried  to  advance. 

The  next  great  improvement  in  tactics  came  from  Macedonia ; 
but  it  does  not  fall  to  be  considered  here. 

1  "^fifioKot. 
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CHAPTER  IV 

SIEGE  WARFARE  AND  FORTIFICATIONS 

Bbfors  the  fourth  centiiiy  B.C.,  siege  warfare  was  in  a  very 
rudimentary  stage  of  development  amongst  the  Greeks.  It 
was  not  usually  one  of  the  objects  of  a  campaign  to  gain  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy's  city.  If  such  an  extremity  had  to  be 
resorted  to,  the  customary  procedure  was  first  to  try  what 
treachery  would  do,  or,  if  that  should  prove  fruitless,  to 
attempt  to  surprise  the  place.  If  the  attempt  failed,  then 
the  assailants  had  to  consider  whether  it  was  worth  while  to 
blockade  the  place :  this  was  a  plan  the  success  of  which  was 
dubious,  and  the  cost  certain  to  be  great.  For  instance,  in  439, 
Samos  resisted  for  nine  months,  and  the  siege  cost  1 200  talents ; 
Potidcea  held  out  three  years  (432-439),  and  2000  talents  were 
expended  in  reducing  it*  The  method  of  investing  a  town 
was  circumvallation :  a  wall  was  built  all  round  the  town,  just 
out  of  reach  of  the  inhabitants'  arrows.  The  structure  of  the 
wall  depended  on  circumstances.  If  the  assailants  calculated 
on  little  resistance,  a  simple  stockade  might  suffice,  or  a  wooden 
wall ;  if  these  were  insufficient,  a  brick  wall  would  become 
necessary ;  and  at  the  siege  of  Plata^cB  two  parallel  brick  walls 
were  built,  sixteen  feet  apart,  which  were  armed  with  battle- 
ments, while  the  space  1)ctween  the  walls  was  roofed  over,  and 
at  every  tenth  battlement  were  erected  rectangular  towers, 
having  two  doors,  through  which  the  sentries  could  pass  as 
thoy  made  their  rounds  along  the  top  of  the  roof.  If  the 
blockade  was  not  sufficiently  strict,  or  if  the  work  of  famine 
was  too  slow,  then  it  might  become  necessary  to  force  an 
entrance  into  the  town.  That  the  use  of  some  kind  of  engine 
for  this  purpose  was  known  in  Greece  as  early  as  the  time  of 
the  Persian  war,  is  apparent  from  the  statement  of  Herodotus 
that  the  Athenians  were  called  upon  by  the  Spartans  to  effect 
an  irruption  into  the  Persian  camp  at  PlatsBSB.  It  is,  however, 
equally  clear  that  the  use  of  siege  engines  was  not  widely  spread 
in  Greece  before  the  Peloponnesian  war,  for  the  Spartans,  pro- 
fessional warriors  though  they  were,  had  to  ask  the  Athenians 
to  capture  Ithome  for  them  in  the  third  Mcssenian  war  (463- 

^  Thuc.  i.  117  ;  it.  70.     For  other  lengthy  blockades,  see  Thnc.  i.  loi 
(ThaaoB),  and  iii.  I,  27  (Mytilene). 
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461).  Even  during  the  Peloponnesian  war,  probably  the  only 
siege  engine  used  was  the  battering-ram,  a  heavy  beam  pointed 
and  shod  with  iron,  and  either  driven  on  rollers  against  the 
wall,  or  else  suspended  somehow  and  swimg  against  it,  whilst 
the  men  working  it  were  protected  from  the  enemy's  darts  by 
wattled  screens.^  To  meet  this  attack,  the  besieged  had  heaps 
of  heavy  stones  on  the  walls,  with  which  they  endeavoured  to 
break  the  ram.^  Other  contrivances  there  were  which  the 
besiegers  might  employ,  but  which  cannot  be  called  engines^ 
e.</.,  undermining  the  walk,  setting  fire  to  them,  or  constructing 
a  mound  from  the  wall  of  circumvallation  to  the  city  wall,  and 
80  obtaining  a  road  into  the  town. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  siege  apparatus  of  the  fifth 
century  was  not  very  extensive.^  With  the  fourth  century, 
however,  a  new  state  of  things  came  in :  the  old  engines  were 
improved,  new  ones  were  invented,  and  a  systematic  theory  of 
attack  was  developed.  These  were  lessons  learned  in  Sicily 
by  Dionysius  I.,  from  his  foes,  the  Carthaginians,  in  b.o.  409, 
applied  by  him  at  the  siege  of  Motye  in  397,  and  used  in 
Greece  by  Philip  in  his  attack  upon  Perinthus,  in  340.  The 
battering-ram  was  strengthened  and  greatly  increased  in  size ; 
the  wattled  screens,  which  protected  the  men  who  worked  the 
ram,  now  gave  place  to  a  solidly  constructed  roof,^  or  testudOj 
capable  of  sheltering  a  hundred  men.  The  tedious  process  of 
raising  a  mound  to  the  level  of  the  city  wall,  to  afford  an  ingress 
for  the  assailants,  was  superseded  by  the  construction  of  mov- 
able towers  as  high  as  the  wall,  and  having  drawbridges. 
Finally,  the  invention  of  siege  artillery  belongs  to  this  period  : 
the  catapult  of  the  Athen.  PolUeia,  c.  42,  was  unknown  in  the 
Peloponnesian  war,^  and  is  first  mentioned,  in  the  time  of 
Philip,  in  an  inscription  of  b.o.  355.® 

The  course  of  an  assault  with  these  new  appliances  was  now 
as  follows: — The  six-storeyed  towers,^  crowded  with  archers, 
slingers,  and  catapults,  and  overtopping  the  city  wall,  were  first 
brought  into  operation.  The  fire  from  them  was  designed  to 
render  the  portion  of  the  wall  selected  for  attack  untenable, 
while  at  the  same  time,  under  cover  of  it.  the  men  who  worked 
the  ram  were  enabled  to  bring  it  within  striking  distance. 
Wliile  the  latter  were  engaged  in  effecting  a  breach,  the  draw- 
bridges were  let  down  from  the  towers  (which  hy  this  time 

*  Vippa,  *  Xen.  HeU,  II.  iv.  27. 

'  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Athens  had  a  tktixouKywoiii  (Xen.  HeU,  II. 

iv.  27).  *  XcXi&Kiy. 

"  Th.up.K  vii.  43.  I.  •  Q.  I.  A,  ii.  61.                      ^  niJ/ryot., 
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had  been  brought  close  up  to  the  wall),  and  the  occupants  of 
the  tower  poured  into  the  town,  or  threatened  to  do  so,  and 
thus  diverted  the  enemy  from  the  ram. 

With  regard  to  artillery,  the  endeavour  to  project  heavier 
missiles  and  to  greater  distances  than  was  possible  with  the 
ordinary  weapons,  led,  in  the  first  instance,  simply  to  enlarging 
and  strengthening  the  long-bow  into  something  of  the  nature 
of  a  cross-bow.^  This  probably  was  the  catapult,  in  the  art  of 
discharging  which  the  young  Athenian  was  instructed.  It  was 
far  inferior  to  the  engines  devised  somewhat  later;  for  they 
got  their  force  from  torsion — Whence  their  Latin  name,  tormenta 
— whereas  its  was  derived  from  the  elasticity  of  a  bent  body. 
In  point  of  fact,  it  was  but  a  strong  hand-bow  fastened  on  to 
a  wooden  frame,  in  which  there  was  a  groove  or  pipe  to  con- 
tain and  direct  the  arrow.  The  wooden  frame  had  a  base  which 
could  be  pressed  upon  the  breast,  in  order  that  the  requisite 
amount  of  force  might  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  string,  and 
there  was  an  arrangement  for  holding  the  string,  when  pulled 
back,  until  the  moment  came  for  letting  it  go.  When  this 
machine  was  superseded  by  the  more  powerful  ionnenia  is  not 
quite  clear.  At  any  rate,  the  inscriptions  of  the  fourth  century 
distinguish  between  catapults  which  discharge  stones  and  those 
which  discharge  arrows.^  But  the  employment  of  tormenta  was 
not  common  until  a  period  later  than  any  that  we  have  to  deal 
"with  here.^ 

For  the  protection  of  the  borders  of  a  state,  the  earliest  and 
simplest  device  was  to  choose  a  place  where  the  road  went 
through  a  narrow  dofilc,  and  to  block  it  by  building  a  wail  straight 
across  it.  This,  as  it  was  the  simplest,  so  it  was  the  least 
effective  device,  for  the  position  might  be  turned,  if  the  enemy 
discovered  a  path  over  the  mountains.  A  superior  method  was 
to  erect  watch-towers  on  mountain  heights  commanding  a  wide 
view  of  the  country  and  roads,  and  to  arrange  these  towers  so 
that  signals  might  be  made  from  one  to  another — a  ^systematic 
mode  of  defence  which  actual  remains  show  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  various  parts  of  Greece. 

The  fortification  of  towns  cannot  here  be  described  with  the 


*  TaffTpa<p4T7iSf  the  <rK6prioi  of  C,  I.  A.  ii.  807. 
^  KarardXrat  \i$op6\oi  and  ^(u/SeXrtt. 


'  The  Attio  inscriptions  relative  to  catapults  are :  C,  I,  A.  iL  250,  316, 
471,  720,  733,  807,  80S.  Droysen  thinks  the  catapultR  of  No.  807  (B.a 
330)  cannot  be  yacrfM^raL  Bauer,  on  the  other  hand,  places-  the  tran- 
sition  from  the  yntrrpaifiiryfi  to  the  tormenium  about  B.C.  306,  on  the  strength 
of  Na  733.  In  any  case,  however,  stones  as  well  as  arrows  Qould  be  pio> 
jected  by  the  yaaTpa^t^^tfl, 


SIEGE   WARFARE   AND    FORTIFICATIONS  649 

illustrations  from  actual  remains,  and  the  plans  which  such  a 
description  would  requira  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  fortifica- 
tion of  Greek  towns  proceeded  on  three  principles.  The  first 
was  to  select  a  natural  eminence  if  possible,  and  in  the  line  of 
fortification  to  follow  as  closely  as  possible  the  lines  prescribed 
by  nature.  The  second  was  to  control  the  entrance  to  the  city 
gates  by  flanking  the  approaches  for  a  considerable  distance. 
Both  these  principles  are  already  acted  upon  in  the  fortifications 
of  the  Mycenaean  period.  The  third  was  to  flank  the  walls  by 
projecting  towers,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  cross-fire  on  any  enemy 
who  succeeded  in  getting  up  to  the  walls. 

For  the  defence  of  the  city  thus  fortified  various  measures 
were  taken.  To  each  phyle,  or  other  division  of  the  citizens, 
the  duty  of  manning  a  certain  section  of  the  walls  on  alarm  of 
danger  was  assigned.  The  market-place,  or  the  theatre,  or  other 
open  spaces  and  large  buildings  were  the  rendezvous  for  the 
citizen-soldiers  dwelling  in  the  neighbouring  quarters  of  the 
town,  when  the  approach  of  the  foe  was  notified  by  the  spies 
posted  by  day  on  the  nearest  hills,i  q,.  \yy  beacons  at  night.^ 
All  the  city  gates  were  closed  save  one,  and  that  was  kept 
under  strict  guard,  and  not  allowed  to  be  opened  after  night- 
fall. Within  the  city,  walls  were  built  across  the  streets, 
trenches  dug,  and  the  houses  next  the  city  wall  were  fortified. 
Sentries  and  patrols  were  appointed  to  keep  watch  on  the  walls 
and  go  the  round  of  them.  A  watchword  and  countersign^ 
were  arranged,  and  frequently  changed.  The  commander-in- 
chief  either  went  the  rounds,  or,  at  night,  displayed  from  time 
to  time  a  lantern  at  a  given  spot,  to  which  signal  all  the  sentries 
had  to  reply  by  elevating  their  lanterns. 

If  lines  of  circumvallation  were  commenced  by  the  enemy, 
sorties  were  made  or  a  cross- wall  was  run  out  from  the  city,  at 
right  angles  to  the  line  of  circumvallation  continued.  If  an 
assault  in  form  was  made  upon  the  town,  mines  or  trenches 
were  dug  outside  the  walls  for  the  siege-engines  to  tumble  into. 
Where  the  assailants  succeeded  in  bringing  up  wheeled  siege- 
towers,  the  defenders  elevated  the  city  wall  by  superimposing  on 
it  wooden  towers.  The  ram  might  be  smashed  by  stones  dropped 
on  it,  or  its  head  might  be  caught  in  a  noose,  and  broken  off  by 
an  upward  jerk  from  the  top  of  the  walL     Should  these  pre- 

*  *Kti€po<TK6Toi  or  (TKovol  (Herod,  vii.  183, 192,  219  ;  Thuc  viii.  100,  103  ; 
Xen.  Hell.  1.  2  ;  vii.  25). 

^  In  the  Peloponnesian  wars,  torches  waved  about  indicated  the  ap- 
proach of  enemies,  Tvpaol  iroXifuoi ;  held  still,  tlie  approach  of  friends, 
TvfxroL  ^XtQu  '  ^6p$ijfjM  and  vapaff^ydrjfui. 
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cautious  fail,  and  the  ram  threaten  to  effect  a  breach,  the  de- 
fenders might  build  a  semicircular  waU  behind  the  threatened 
spot,  and,  in  front  of  the  semicircular  wall,  a  ditch.  If  heaps 
of  earth  were  observed  behind  the  assailants'  lines,  and  were 
seen  daily  to  grow  larger,  the  inference  was  that  mines  were 
being  made.  These  might  be  met  by  counter-mines,  or,  parallel 
to  the  town  wall,  trenches  might  be  dug,  into  some  part  of  which 
the  mine  could  not  fail  to  debouch ;  tiie  trench  was  then  eitlier 
filled  with  brushwood,  which  was  fired  when  the  enemy  broke 
into  the  trench,  or,  if  there  was  a  stream  at  hand,  it  might  be 
turned  into  the  trench,  and  thus  flood  the  enemy's  mine.  The 
whereabouts  of  a  mine  could  be  ascertained  by  placing  on  the 
ground  a  shield  or  a  metal  basin,  hollow  side  downwards.  If 
the  enemy  were  working  in  their  mine,  the  shield  or  basin,  when 
it  came  to  be  placed  over  the  mine,  would  ring  with  the  noise 
of  their  excavations.^  Finally,  the  most  effective  measure  of 
defence  was  to  make  an  energetic  sortie  by  nighty  overpower 
the  few  outposts  of  the  enemy,  and  set  fire  to  the  wooden  siege- 
tniin,  the  towers,  the  rams,  and  the  covered  ways,  thus  in  a 
single  night  undoing  the  labour  of  months. 


CHAPTER   V 

THE  TRIREME 

The  external  appearance  of  the  ancient  trireme  is  fairly  well 
known  to  us  from  the  pictures  on  ancient  monuments  and  coins 
(Fig.  34).  The  internal  structure  is  still  matter  of  conjecture. 
The  conjectures  on  the  subject  have  been  many,  but  they  may 
he  divided  into  two  classes,  according  to  their  starting-point 
We  may  take  as  our  starting-point  the  mediaeval  galley,  which 
undoubtedly  was  evolved  from  the  ancient  trireme ;  or  we  may 
start  from  the  Greek  texts  and  inscriptions  which  bear  on  the 
matter.  The  former  method  is  now  pretty  generally  abandoned, 
for  its  results,  which,  if  correct,  ought  to  harmonise  with  the 
ancient  evidence,  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  irreconcilable  with  it ; 
and  this  is  due,  not  to  any  error  in  the  working  of  the  method, 
but  to  the  fact  that  the  method  itself  is  faulty.  It  is  faulty, 
because  in  one  important  point  the  conditions  of  navigation 

^  Herod,  iv.  20a  Gf.  De  Marbot'a  Memoirs,  p.  57  (£.  T.),  **  H»  aide-de- 
camp, laying  hiM  ear  on  a  drum  placed  upon  the  ground,  was  able,  by  this 
common  military  artifice,  to  hear  ^he  sound  of  distai^t  q^ua^etry,** 
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were  not  the  same  for  the  ancient  trireme  and  the  mediseval 
galley.  The  ancient  navigator  considered  it  essential,  when  he 
put  into  land,  to  draw  his  vessel  up  on  shore.  The  trireme 
must  therefore  have  been  of  very  light  construction.  The 
mediaeval  galley,  however,  was  not  run  on  shore  in  this  way, 
and  consequently  came  to  have  a  greater  draught  and  a  roomier 
hold  than  was  possible  for  the  trireme.  Thus  the  roomier  hold 
of  the  galley  made  it  possible  to  employ  two  or  more  men  to  an 
oar ;  whereas  we  have  explicit  evidence  that  in  the  trireme  there 
was  never  more  than  one  man  to  an  oar.  We  must,  then,  fall 
back  on  the  other  conjectures,  which  start  from  literary  and 
inscriptional  evidence.  Of  these,  that  of  B.  Graser  (De  Veterum 
Be  Navali,  Berlin,  1864 ;  and  Philologus,  Suppl.,  Bd.  III.  ii.)  is 
at  once  the  most  simple  and  systematic.^ 

If  the  mediaaval  galley  was  evolved  out  of  the  ancient 
trireme,  the  trireme,  in  its  turn,  had  been  evolved  out  of  the 
Homeric  ship.  It  will  therefore  be  well  to  start  from  Homer. 
The  Homeric  ship,  like  the  trireme,  used  both  oars  and  sails. 
The  mast  could  be  raised  and  lowered  by  means  of  stays,  back 
and  fore,  which  also  served  to  support  it  when  erect.  The 
sail,  which  was  white  in  colour  and  square  in  shape,  was 
attached  to  a  yard,  and  was  managed  by  sheets.  The  steering- 
gear  consisted  of  a  couple  of  paddles,  one  attached  to  each  side 
of  the  vessel.  Tliere  was  one  deck  at  the  stem,  on  which  the 
helmsman  stood,  and  another  at  the  bows.  The  rest  of  the 
boat  was  open.  The  seats  or  thwarts  ((vyd),  like  those  of  a 
modern  rowing-boat,  ran  across  the  boat  from  one  side  to  another, 
and  served,  not  only  as  seats  for  the  rowers,  but  also  to  give 
support  to  the  sides  of  the  vessel.  The  boat  must  have  been 
10  or  12  feet  broad  amidships,  for  each  seat  held  two  oarsmen, 
one  pulling  on  stroke  side,  and  the  other  on  bow  side ;  and 
between  the  two  rowers  there  was  room  for  a  gangway  running 
from  the  stern  deck  to  that  at  the  prow.  The  scats  were 
parallel  to  and  equidistant  from  each  other,  and  thus  the  oars- 
men, as  they  sat  one  behind  another,  in  single  file,  formed  two 
long  rows,  one  on  each  side  of  the  boat,  and  separated  from  one 
another  by  the  gangway,  which  ran  the  length  of  the  boat. 
Here,  then,  we  have  the  type  of  that  kind  of  vessel  which  was 
designated  in  Greek  by  words  composed  of  a  numeral  stem  and 
the  termination  -o/x>9,  in  which  the  termination  indicates  that 


^  I  have  also  drawn  on  Gartault,  La  7h%hv  A  ihinienne,  and  the  articles 
Seewe^en  and  NavU  in  Baumeister  and  Smith's  Dictionaries  of  Antiquities 
respectively. 
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there  was  only  one  bank  of  oars  on  each  side  of  the  vessel,  and 
the  numeral  gives  the  number  of  oars,  e.g.,  rpvoLKovropo^  Tcvny- 
K0KT0/90S.     A  triaconter  would,  of  course,  contain  only  fifteen 
benches,  or  (vyo,  as  each  accommodated  both  a  bow-side  and  a 
stroke-side  oar ;  the  penteconter  would  have  twenty-five  benches. 
Taking  the  distance  (intersccUmium)  from  one  thole-pin  (o-xaX- 
fjLos)  to  the  next  to  have  been,  as  Yitruvius  says  (L    2),   2 
cubits,  t.e.,  3  feet,  we  find  that  the  space  required  for  the  oars- 
men (cyKOfirov)  in  a  triaconter,  with  its  15  thwarts,  would  be 
45  feet,  while  the  total  length,  with  the  fore  and  aft  decks^ 
would  be  about  55  feet  (the  length  of  a  modem  racing-eight  is 
56  feet).     The  total  length  of  a  penteconter  would  be,  on  the 
same  scale,  90  feet.     Even  longer  boats — with  fifty  benches  and 
a  hundred  oars — were  constructed,  but  their  extra  length  and 
weight  must  have  neutralised  the  extra  motive  power.     Then 
it  occurred  to  some  unknown  genius,  that  by  deepening  the 
hold  a  little,  and  by  seating  an  oarsman  between  the  feet  of 
each  man  in  the  existing  row  of  oarsmen^  (whom  we  will 
henceforth  call  (vylrai,  because  they  sat  on  the  fvya),  a  second 
bank   of  oars  (who,  as  sitting  in   the  hold,   OaXafios,  were 
called  SaXafurai  or  ^aXapiiccs)  could  easily  be  accommodated, 
and  the  motive  power  doubled,  with  no  increase  in  the  length, 
and  very  little  in  the  weight  of  the  boat.     A  vessel  having  two 
such  banks  of  oars  was  called  a  bireme,  Sirffyq^  (the  termination 
•rjfyq^  implying  that  the  boat  had  more  than  one  bank  of  oars ; 
and  the  numeral  stems,  Si-,  rpi-,  €KKai8e/c-,  or  T€aitr€paKovT-,  in- 
dicating the  number  of  such  banks).     The  essential  point  to 
notice  in  the  bireme  is  how  little  its  dimensions  would  differ 
from  those  of  a  penteconter.     We  will  take  each  of  the  three 
dimensions — height,  length,  and  breadth — and  begin  with  the 
height.     The  thaJamite,  as  we  have  said,  sat  between  the  feet 
of  the  zygite  behind  him  (Figs.  35  and  36)  ;  but  he  can  scarcely 
have  sat  on  the  zygite's  stretcher,  as  then  he  would  have  got  a 
blow  on  the  back  of  his  head  every  time  the  zygite  swang  forward. 

'  Everything  depends  on  thia.  An  space  has  only  three  dimensions,  you 
must  put  the  thalamite  either  (i)  in  front,  or  (2)  to  one  side,  or  (3)  under- 
neath the  zygite.  (l)  is  Graser's  arrangement,  according  to  which  the 
thalamite  was  between  the  feet  of  the  zygite.  If  (2)  is  adopted,  so  that 
when  the  thalamite  and  zygite  sat  upright,  the  vertical  straight  lines 
drawn  through  their  bodies  were  parallel,  the  boat  becomes  too  wide  and 
too  heavy  to  be  drawn  up  on  shore  every  day.  If  (3)  is  adopted,  so  that 
the  thalamite  was  underneath  the  zygite,  and  their  upright  bodies  were  in 
the  same  vertical  straight  line,  then  the  boat  becomes  so  high  as  to  be  top- 
heavy,  and  you  are  led  to  assume  that  the  thalamites  and  zygites  were  in 
separate  galleries,  which  is  shown  by  Ar.  Frogs  1 106  to  be  false. 


Fia.  34.— Tkirbvk.     (Fbom  a  RiuHr  at  Atkesb.) 


Fioa.  36A,  36B.— SlDl  YlKW 
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As  a  matter  o{  fact,  it  is  certain  (from  Ar.  Ran.  1074)  that  his 
chin  was  rather  higher  than  the  zygite's  seat  We  may  there- 
fore calculate  that  the  thalamite's  seat  was  two  feet  lower  than 
the  zygite's ;  and  if  the  thalamite's  seat  was  three  feet  above 
the  water-line,  the  zygite's  was  five  feet  above  the  water-line ; 
so  the  height  of  the  bireme  would  be  only  two  feet  greater 
than  that  of  the  pentcconter.  Now  for  the  length  of  a  bireme, 
having  the  same  number  of  zygites  as  the  penteconter  had. 
The  length  of  the  two  vessels  would  be  the  sama  The  key  to 
this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  both,  though  not  ocean- 
going ships,  were  seafaring  vessels,  heavier  than  river  boats,  and 
that  in  heavy  boats  most  of  the  work  is  done  behind  the  row- 
lock ;  thus  the  oarsman  practically  does  not  swing  forward  with 
his  body,  he  only  straightens  his  arms,  but  he  swings  far  back. 
Now  the  space  between  the  thole  of  one  zygite  and  that  of  the 
next  was  three  feet ;  but  the  thalamite  could  not  have  sat  ex- 
actly in  the  middle,  for  then  once  more,  in  spite  of  his  seat 
being  two  feet  lower  than  the  zygite*s,  he  would  have  got  a 
blow  on  his  head  every  time  the  boat  rolled.  His  seat  must 
therefore  have  l^een  two  feet  nearer  to  the  stern  than  that  of 
the  zygite  behind  him.  This  would  bring  his  face  within  a  foot 
of  the  zygite  in  front  of  him  (P'ig.  36A),  but  as  he  did  not  want 
to  swing  forward,  that  would  not  matter ;  he  could  swing  well 
back  between  the  open  knees  of  the  zygite  behind  (Fig.  3 6b). 
Finally,  as  to  the  breadth  of  the  bireme :  as  the  thsdamite  sat 
between  the  feet  of  the  zygite,  it  might  be  thought  that  there 
would  be  no  need  to  increase  the  breadth  of  the  boat.  But  that 
is  not  so ;  the  zygite,  being  two  feet  higher  above  the  water-line 
than  the  thalamite,  needed  a  longer  oar.  Now,  if  an  oar  is  to 
be  properly  balanced,  the  in-board  portion  must  be  one-third  of 
the  whole  length  of  the  oar ;  therefore  the  in-board  portion  of 
the  zygite's  oar  was  longer  than  the  in-board  portion  of  the 
thalamito's  *  oar  (Fig.  35).  Therefore  the  thole  of  the  zygite 
must  have  been  further  away  from  the  zygite  than  the  thala- 
mite's  was  from  the  thalamite.  But  thalamite  and  zygite  sat 
in  the  same  vertical  plane  (Fig.  35),  the  former  being  between 
the  latter's  knoes.  Therefore  the  sides  of  the  boat  must  have 
expanded  as  they  rose,  and  the  higher  they  were  carried,  the 
broader  the  boat  must  have  become  at  the  top. 

It  should  now  be  clear  that  the  rowers'  benches  could  not^  in 
a  bireme,  run  from  one  side  of  the  boat  to  the  other,  as  they  had 
done  in  the  penteconter,  for  then  the  gangway  would  have  been 
impassable.  One  end  of  each  zygite's  bench  was,  as  before,  let 
into  the  side  of  the  boat,  the  other  was  carried  by  an  upright 
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piece  of  timber  rising  from  the  hold  (Fig.  35).  As  the  Z}'gite's 
benches  were  (like  their  tholes)  three  feet  apart,  so  were  these 
uprights.  Running  obliquely  from  the  foot  of  one  upright  to 
the  head  of  the  next  was  another  piece  of  timber,  which  did 
for  the  thalamite's  seat  what  the  upright  did  for  the  zygite's. 
These  seats  were  removable,  and  were  only  inserted  at  times 
when  the  ship  was  being  fitted  out  for  sea. 

As  to  the  disposition  of  the  rowers  in  a  trireme,  little  need 
now  be  said.  After  the  invention  of  the  bireme,  it  must  have 
soon  occurred  to  some  one  that,  by  superposing  another  row  of 
benches  (Opavoi)  above  the  zygites,  a  still  greater  improvement 
might  be  effected.  This  was  done,  a  bank  of  Opavlrai  was 
added,  each  thranite  having  a  zygite  between  his  knees.  The 
sides  of  the  vessel  were  carried  two  feet  higher,  expanding,  of 
course,  still  wider  as  they  rose,  and  the  trireme  was  made  a 
little  higher,  a  little  broader  across  the  top,  but  no  longer, 
because  the  interaccUmium  remained  three  feet  as  before. 

The  number,  like  the  arrangement^  of  the  rowers  is  con- 
jectural. The  conjecture  is  as  follows :  a  boat's  greatest  breadth 
is  amidships,  and  the  breadth  continually  decreases  as  you  go 
either  fore  or  aft^  until  in  either  direction  there  comes  a  point 
where  the  boat  is  too  narrow  to  accommodate  an  oarsman. 
But,  since  the  breadth  of  a  boat  also  decreases  the  lower  you  go 
in  the  hold,  until  it  reaches  its  vanishing  point  at  the  keel,  the 
point  at  which  an  oarsman  could  no  longer  be  accommodated 
would  be  reached  by  the  file  of  thalamites  sooner  than  by  the 
file  of  zygites,  and  by  the  zygites  sooner  than  by  the  thranites. 
That  is  to  say,  in  the  bows  the  last  thalamite  would  be  between 
the  knees  of  the  last  zygite,  and  the  last  zygite  between  the 
knees  of  the  last  thranite.  At  the  other  end  of  the  boat,  the 
first  thranite  would  have  no  zygite  between  his  knees,  and  the 
first  zygite  would  have  no  thalamite  between  his  knees ;  hence, 
as  the  lexicographers  say,  the  man  nearest  to  the  stem  would 
be  a  thranite,  the  next  nearest  a  zygite,  and  the  thalamite 
would  be  the  furthest  away.  Thus  the  file  of  thranites  would 
have  two  more  men  than  the  file  of  zygites,  and  the  zygites  two 
more  than  the  thalamites ;  and,  as  there  was  a  file  of  thranites 
at  each  side  of  the  boat,  there  would  be  in  all  four  .more 
thranites  than  zygites,  and  in  the  same  way  four  more  zygites 
than  thalamites.  Kow,  preserved  on  stone  records,  we  have 
inventories  of  the  naval  arsenals  at  Athens,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  maximum  number  of  thranite  oars  allowed 
to  any  one  ship  is  62,  of  zygites,  58,  of  thalamites,  54.  The 
inference  is  that  these  are  the  numbers  of  the  rowers,  giving  a 
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total  of  174.  Hence,  with  an  intersealmium  of  3  feet  for  each 
man  in  tlie  file  of  31  thranites,  the  lyKwcov  was  94  feet.  To 
get  the  total  length  of  the  trireme,  we  must  allow  for  the  space 
between  the  first  thranite  and  the  stem,  viz.,  14  feet^  and  for 
the  space  between  the  last  thranite  and  the  bows,  viz.,  1 1  feet 
These  spaces  were  called  Tra/x^ctpco-iat ;  in  the  one  at  the  bows 
was  an  elevated  forecastle,  in  the  stem  a  quarter-deck. 

To  get  the  oar  into  the  water  was  c/i/SaXXciv  {Frogs  206)  ;  to 
get  it  out|  €(alp€iv  rws  K(lnras  (Poll.  i.  116);  to  feather  or  clear 
the  water,  rag  Ktatras  dvaff^ptiv  (Thuc  iL  84) ;  to  straighten 
the  arms  and  shoot  out  the  hands,  vpopaXXeiv  rot  x^^  '^^^ 
cKTcii^eiv  (Frogs  201,  which  also  shows  that  the  ancient  oarsman 
did  not  swing  forward  with  his  body) ;  "  easy  "  is  5  irauc,  wave ; 
"  row  ! "  (as  opposed  to  paddling)  is  cpecSc ;  "  put  it  on  1 "  appv 
or  pinrairal ;  "  silence  in  the  boat^"  o-tclnra. 

We  have  now  to  add  that  over  the  heads  of  the  thranites  was 
a  deck  (Fig.  34),  supported  partly  by  the  uprights  already  men- 
tioned into  which  the  rowers'  benches  were  let,  and  partly  by 
corresponding  uprights  (prolongations  of  the  ship's  ribs)  rising 
from  the  gunwsde.  A  vessel  decked  in  this  way  was  an  care- 
yaa-fjJtvov  ^rXoiov,  and  the  deck  not  only  covered  the  thranites* 
heads,  but  also  formed  the  roof  of  the  passage  which  ran  from 
stem  to  stern,  between  the  stroke  side  and  the  bow  side  files 
of  oarsmen  (Fig.  35). 

The  files  of  thalamites  and  zygites  who  were  in  the  hold, 
and  worked  their  oars  through  port-holes,  were  of  course  pro- 
tected by  the  ship's  sides  from  the  enemy's  missiles.  But  the 
thranites,  who  worked  their  oars  over  the  gunwale,  were  ex- 
posed to  the  enemy's  fire  from  the  waist  upwards  (Fig.  34). 
To  afibrd  them  protection,  the  9rapo8o9  was  invented :  this  was 
a  gangway  running  along  the  vessel's  side,  to  which  it  was 
bracketed,  and  projecting  from  it  about  three  feet  (Fig.  35). 
This  gangway,  of  course,  was  no  protection  itself;  it  only 
afforded  a  passage,  about  on  a  level  with  the  thranites'  seats, 
outside  the  vessel.  But  rising  from  its  outer  edge  were  stout 
upright  bulwarks,  which  did  give  the  required  protection.  A 
trireme  having  a  parodus  was  cataphract  (Fig.  35);  having 
none,  aphract  (Fig.  34). 

The  trireme  had  two  masts  with  square  sails,  rarely  used. 
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CHAPTER    VI 

NAVAL  WARFARE 

According  to  Thucydides  (i.  113),  the  Corinthians  were  the 
first  to  construct  men-of-war  on  different  lines  from  mer- 
chantmen, and  to  build  triremes,  i.e.,  warships,  with  three 
banks  of  oars,  one  above  another.  In  the  sixth  century,  the 
fleets  of  the  Asiatic  Greeks,  of  Polycrates  of  Samos,  of  the 
iEginetans,  and  the  Athenians,  were  still  mainly  composed  of 
boats  worked  by  fifty  oarsmen  in  a  single  tier ;  but  the  war- 
ship of  the  fifth  century,  and  the  time  of  the  Persian  wars, 
was  the  trireme.  Ships  with  four  and  five  banks  of  oars 
appeared  first  in  the  Syracusan  fleet  of  Dionysios  I.  (399). 
The  use  of  these  huge  ships,  however,  did  not  spread  to  Athens 
until  B.a  330. 

The  only  navy  whose  growth  can  be  traced  with  any  accuracy 
IS  that  of  Athens.  In  the  war  with  iEgina  she  had  fifty  ships. 
Themistocles'  naval  policy  brought  up  the  number  at  first  to  a 
hundred,  which  was  gradually  increased,  until,  by  the  time  of 
the  Persian  war,  it  was  two  hundred.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Peloponnesian  war,  Athens  had  three  hundred  triremes. 
This  was  the  zenith  of  her  naval  power,  for  though,  in  the 
middle  of  the  fourth  century,  she  again  had  the  largest  fleet 
in  the  Greek  world  (in  ac.  325  she  had  360  triremes,  fifty 
four-bankers,  and  seven  five-bankers),  it  was  in  such  a  state 
of  inefficiency  that  it  could  protect  neither  the  commerce,  the 
colonies,  nor  even  the  coasts  of  Attica. 

For  some  conception  of  the  harbours,  dockyards,  and  arsenals 
of  ancient  Greece,  we  depend  mainly  on  what  we  can  learn 
about  the  harbours  of  Athens,  viz.,  the  great  basin  of  the 
Peirseeus,  the  smaller  one  of  Zea,  and  the  still  smaller  Muny- 
chia — ^all  three  close  together,  and  enclosed  in  the  same  circuit 
of  fortifications,  and  connected  with  Athens  by  the  "Long 
Walls,"  which  were  drawn  in  two  parallel  lines  straight  from 
Athens  to  the  harbour.  The  natural  entrances  to  the  harbours 
of  the  Peirseeus  and  Munychia  were  reduced  in  width  by  the 
construction  of  huge  breakwaters,  which  narrowed  the  passage 
to  fifty-five  yards  and  forty  yards  respectively.  The  natural 
entrance  to  Zea  is  a  narrow  channel,  and  both  sides  of  this 
were  protected  by  the  general  circuit  of  the  harbour  fortifica- 
tions, the  wall  of  whicli  ran  from  the  Peirseeus  breakwater,  all 
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round  the  coast  of  Akt^  down  one  side  of  the  channel  leading 
into  Zea,  was  resumed  on  the  opposite  side,  and  followed  it  and 
the  line  of  the  coast,  until  it  reached  Munychia,  shortly  after 
which  it  turned  inland  till  it  joined  the  Long  Walls.  "Hie  en- 
trance to  Zea  was  also  reduced  in  width  hy  the  fact  that^  at  the 
inner  end  of  the  channel,  the  harbour  wall  was  continued  into 
the  sea  by  projecting  towers. 

The  harbours,  having  their  entrances  thus  protected  by 
breakwaters,  and  the  land  behind  them  defended  by  the 
harbour  wall,  left  their  shores  free  for  the  erection  of  ship- 
sheds,^  or  rather  boat-houses,  for  the  trireme  approached  much 
more  nearly  in  size  a  modem  river  boat  than  an  ocean-going,  or 
even  seafaring  ship.  In  each  boat-house  was  the  hull  of  one 
trireme,  placed  on  a  slip,  so  that  it  could  be  launched  at  once 
at  any  moment.  The  wooden  fittings,  benches,  masts,  oars,  &c., 
were  also  kept  in  the  boat-house,  though  not  in  the  boat ;  the 
hanging  tackle,  sails,  ropes,  <bc.,  were  stored  in  the  (tkcuo^jcii, 
or  arsenal  Boat-houses  were  an  essential  part  of  a  dockyard, 
because  the  triremes  were  only  sent  to  sea  for  active  service ; 
and  if  they  were  left  lying  in  the  water  at  other  times,  they 
soon  became  leaky  and  unseaworthy.  The  life  of  a  trireme 
kept  perpetually  in  the  water  was  not  much  longer  than  two 
years  (Thuc.  vii.  ^2),  whereas,  if  properly  stored  in  a  ship- 
shed,  and  protected  from  sun  and  rain,  it  was  capable,  it  is 
said,  of  service  for  eighty  years. 

As  the  ships  were  hauled  up,  and  kept  idle  in  the  ship- 
sheds  until  the  moment  they  were  wanted  for  active  service, 
it  was  essential  to  have  some  systematic  arrangement  for 
fitting  them  out,  and  despatching  them  when  required.  At 
Athens  this  was  effected  by  the  trierarchic  system :  the  richer 
citizens  were  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  act  as  trierarchs. 
When  it  was  necessary  to  fit  out  ships,  one  of  the  strategi 
made  a  selection  from  among  them,  c^ling  upon  as  many  of 
them  as  might  be  necessary  to  act  as  trierarchs.  It  was  then 
the  duty  of  these  trierarchs  to  go  to  the  superintendents  of 
the  harbour,^  from  whom  they  received  (by  lot)  a  hull 
and  its  tackle,  both  wooden  and  hanging.  The  hull  was 
launched  from  its  shed,  taken  round  to  the  Munychia  break- 
water, and  there  it  was  fitted  up  in  the  presence  of  the  hovli 
and  a  board  of  ten  aTrooroXci^  (elected  ad  hoc\  whose  business, 
as  their  name  implies,  was  to  superintend  the  fitting  out  and 

^  Nrc&o-ocicoc.     IlnUJUff  Ml.  rec^pia  ;  docks  for  building,  pavw^iyia. 
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despatch  of  the  fleet  At  the  same  time  a  crew  ^  had  to  be  got 
together,  and  as  the  complement  for  each  trireme  averaged 
about  200  men  (about  170  oarsmen,  10  armed  marines,^  and 
petty-officers  ^  besides)  ;  and  since  for  the  despatch  of  a  fleet  of 
250  triremes,  such  as  was  sent  to  sea  in  b.g.  428,  for  instance, 
about  50,000  men  would  be  required,  it  was  impossible  to  man 
the  navy  with  Athenian  citizens  exclusively.  Consequently, 
though  the  marines  were  drawn  from  the  class  of  Thetes,  and 
some  of  the  oarsmen  might  be  citizens,  the  bulk  of  the  crew 
consisted  of  Me  tics,  slaves,  and  hired  oarsmen.^  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  strategus  to  collect  the  sailors  required,  and  the 
state  paid  them  (through  the  trierarchs)  at  the  rate  of  three 
obols  a  day  usually.^  But  towards  the  end  of  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  war,  and  throughout  the  fourth  century,  the  pay  was 
reduced  to  two  obols,  and  the  strategi  frequently  failed  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  oarsmen.  When  at  last  the  ship  was  manned 
and  fitted  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  airocrroAcis,  it  was 
despatched  to  join  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  the  trier- 
arch,  who,  of  course,  took  his  orders  from  the  strategus. 

We  may  now  attempt  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the  burden 
thus  thrown  on  the  trierarch.  Although  the  state  probably 
provided,  besides  the  hull,  the  wooden  fittings  and  the  hanging 
tackle,  we  may  surmise  that  a  good  many  other  things  were 
required  to  equip  the  boat  at  all  points,  and  the  cost  thereof 
fell  on  the  trierarch.  Again,  though  the  state  probably  paid  the 
petty-officers,  yet  custom  seems  to  have  required  the  trierarch 
to  give  extra  pay,  both  to  them  and  to  the  Opavirai,  who  rowed 
on  the  top  bench.  Then,  the  trierarch  was  bound  by  law  to 
restore  his  trireme  at  the  end  of  the  expedition,  in  as  good 
condition  as  he  received  it,  save  so  far  as  it  was  damaged  by  the 
acts  of  the  gods  or  the  state's  enemies.  Thus,  the  legal  and 
inevitable  expenses  of  a  trierarch  must  have  been  great,  and  to 
them  we  must  add  the  losses  caused  in  the  fourth  century  by 
the  unpunctuality  with  which  the  state  (through  the  trierarch) 
paid  the  crew,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  state  frequently  did  not 
provide  sufficient  men  to  man  the  boat. 

This  method  of  providing  for  the  despatch  of  a  fleet  cannot 
be  said  to  have  been  a  good  one,  The  burden  on  the  individual 
trierarch  was  great,  so  great  that,  after  the  Sicilian  expedition,  it 
had  to  be  divided  between  two  syntrierarchs,  and  after  ac.  358, 

*  Thuc  i.  121,  143 ;  Hi.  16. 

'  Thuc.  vL  31.     At  Foti<]iM  and  in   the  Sicilian  expedition  it  was 
iraised  to  a  drachma. 
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between  a  still  larger  number  of  (5,  6,  7,  or  even  16)  crvrrcXc4& 
Worse,  the  burden  was  unfairly  distributed  (until  the  reforms 
of  Demosthenes,  B.C.  340),  for  the  poorer  members  of  the  class 
liable  to  it  ha«l  to  pay  as  much  as  the  richer.  But  not  only 
was  it  unfair,  it  was  a  dilatory  and  inefficient  method  of  fitting 
out  a  fleet  In  the  fifth  century,  indeed,  the  trierarch  was 
appointed,  and  his  ship  assigned  to  him  beforehand.  But,  in 
the  fourth  century,  the  appointment  was  not  made  till  the  last 
moment,  and  then  might  be  delayed  by  the  trierarch's  attempts 
to  prove  in  a  law  court  that  he  was  not  legally  liable  to  the 
service,  or  that  he  claimed  to  be  exempted. 

In  addition  to  the  warships,  there  were  transports  for  the 
conveyance  of  stores,  troops,  and  horses,^  and  the  progress  of 
such  a  squadron  was  not  rapid.  The  boats  were  mostly  rowed ; 
the  sails  were  only  occasionally  set.  At  night  the  ships  were 
beached ;  in  the  day  the  crews  landed  even  to  take  their  meals, 
and  the  approach  of  a  storm  was  a  sign  to  make  for  the  shore. 
The  averaire  speed  of  a  sincrle  ship  may  have  been  about  five 
English  Zesi.  hour. 

In  the  earliest  form  of  sea-fight,  the  ships  grappled  together, 
and  the  armed  men  on  board  fought  The  sailors  were  only 
concerned  to  bring  the  ships  alongside  each  other,  and  the 
engagement  was  in  effect  simply  a  hmd  fight  on  sea :  it  was  not 
a  naval  engagement  It  was  probably  the  Athenians  who  first 
discovered  that  the  ship  itself  might  be  used  as  a  weapon  of 
attack,  by  which  the  enemy's  vessels  might  be  put  hors-de- 
eanibat  Certainly  it  was  they  who  brought  the  tactics  of  this 
form  of  attack  to  perfection,  for  the  manceuvres  required  to 
perform  it  were  such  as  could  only  be  executed  by  well-trained 
crews.  These  manoeuvres  were  two:  the  SukitAovs  and  the 
irc/oiVXovs.  The  former  consisted  in  rowing  full  speed  up  to 
the  enemy's  vessel,  then  smartly  pulling  in  the  oars,  and  with  the 
beak  breaking  off  all  the  oars  on  that  side  of  the  enemy's  vessel 
which  the  attacking  ship's  beak  grazed.  The  other  manoeuvre 
consisted  in  rowing  round  and  round  the  enemy  until  a  favour- 
able opportunity  was  offered  for  ramming  her  in  the  side  or 
stern.  Bamming  the  bows  in  the  space  where  there  were  no 
oars  ^  was  a  mode  of  attack  which  was  first  effectually  employed 
by  the  Syracusans,^  and  which  Athenian  ships  were  too  lightly 
built  to  execute. 

^  nXoca  airaytaydf  rpiiipeis  ffTpaTtwlS€t,  and  Iwnryoi,    The  lut  carried 
thirty  hones  each  (Thuc.  vi.  43). 

'  The  Tap€^€if>effla,  »  Thuc.  vii.  34,  36. 
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Either  of  these  manoeuvres  was  performed  by  a  single  ship, 
independent  of  its  companions.  Combined  operations,  per- 
formed by  the  co-operation  of  all  the  ships  in  the  fleet,  were 
almost  unknown.  A  fleet,  superior  in  numerical  strength,  but 
inferior  in  seamanship,  might,  if  within  reach  of  land,  endeavour 
to  drive  the  enemy's  fleet  on  shore,  or,  if  this  was  out  of  the 
question,  might  draw  up  in  a  circle,  with  stems  inside  and 
bows  projecting  outwards,  like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel.  If  the 
latter  formation  was  adopted,  the  method  of  attack  was  for  the 
enemy's  boats  to  row  round  and  round,  one  after  another,  and  by 
the  threat  of  attacking,  to  throw  the  circle  into  such  confusion 
that  an  opportunity  for  the  periplus  or  diekplus  was  aflbrded. 
Another  form  of  defensive  tactics  in  which  the  vessels  aflbrded 
one  another  support^  was  to  draw  up  the  fleet  in  two  lines,  so 
arranged  that  the  ships  in  one  line  were  posted  so  as  to  cover 
•the  intervals  between  the  ships  in  the  other  line,  and  thus  the 
diekplus  was  made  impossible.  But  these  tactics  were  only 
good  as  long  as  there  was  no  fighting.  As  soon  as  the  ships 
engaged,  the  fight  was  ship  against  ship,  and  combined  operations 
were  out  of  the  question. 

Finally,  there  was  no  more  thought  of  annihilating  a  shattered 
enemy  on  sea  than  on  land.  The  object  of  a  naval,  as  of  a  land 
engagement,  was  to  make  the  enemy  acknowledge  their  defeat, 
by  asking  leave  to  pick  up  their  dead,  and  to  commemorate 
that  defeat  by  the  erection  of  a  trophy. 
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CHAPTER  I 

THE  OIUGIN   OF  THE  DRAMA 

Dramatic  performances  in  ancient  Athens  were  but  a  part  of 
the  festivals,  celebrated  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  in  honour 
of  Dionysus ;  and  the  origin  of  the  drama  is  to  bo  looked  for  in 
some  feature  of  the  worship  of  the  god.  There  were  in  that 
worship  several  strains  of  different  character,  and  probably  of 
different  origin ;  but  when  the  drama  was  at  the  height  of  its 
development,  the  predominant  phase  of  Dionysus  was  his 
character  as  the  god^of  wine,  and  consequently,  it  is  in  this 
feature  of  his  worship  tKat  the  origin  of  the  drama  has  usually 
been  sought  Thus,  the  choruses  out  of  which  the  drama  un- 
doubtedly was  developed,  are  identihed  with  the  dithyramb, 
or  choral  hymn  in  honour  of  Dionysus,  to  which  Anon,  kbouf 
600  B.G.,  gave  literary  form  and  a  place  in  literature.  These 
choruses  were  sung  at  the  festival  of  the  Lenaa^  to  celebrate  the 
gathering  of  the  grapes,  with  rejoicings  Slmttar  to  those  of  a 
harvest-home.  The  worshippers  of  the  god  expressed  their 
sympathy  with  both  the  joys  and  the  sufferings  of  the  god, 
hence  comedy  on  the  one  hand  and  tragedy  on  the  other. 
Comedy  derived  its  name  from  the  ku>/ao9,  or  band  of  vintage 
revellers ;  tragedy  was  called  the  "goat-song  "  {rpayif^ia)^  because 
a  goat  was,  as  the  Parian  Marble  testifies,  the  prize  awarded  to 
the  victorious  singers. 

There  are,  however,  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this 
theory.  It  fails  to  account  for  the  fact  that,  in  the  satyric 
drama,  the  chorus  were  dressed  as  goats,  and  were  called  goats 
(rpayoi).  Yet  the  theory  which  is  to  account  for  the  name 
rpayi^ia  ought  also  to  explain  why  the  satyric  chorus  dressed 
as  goats — the  more  so,  because  Aristotle  expressly  says  in  the 
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Poetics,  that  tragedy  was  developed  out  of  the  satyric  drama. 
Again,  the  idea  that  tragedy  derived  its  mournful  cast  from 
the  fact  •  that  it  was  the  song  in  which  the  worshippers  sym- 
pathetically described  the  sufferings  of  their  god,  has  against 
it  the  authority  of  Aristotle,  according  to  whom  tragedy  was 
not  solemn  originally,  but  satyric,  and  was  developed  ck  fiiKpatv 
IJLvdiiiv  Kal  Xc^ccos  ycXoMis.  In  the  same  way,  although  comedy 
was  undoubtedly  the  song  of  the  #cci>fu>s,  that  song  was  not  con- 
cerned with  the  triumphs  of  the  god,  but,  according  to  Aristotle, 
began  dirh  rtov  l^ap^ovnav  ra  ^XA.4Ka — a  different  thing. 
Further,  one  might  inquire  why  the  original  choruses,  whether 
sung  at  the  Lenaa  or  at  the  country  Dionysia,  should  have 
been  in  the  nature  of  a  harvest  (or  vintage)  home,  seeing  that 
the  grapes  were  gathered  some  months  before  either  festival. 
And  there  is  a  difficulty  also  about  deriving  the  tragic  chorus 
from  the  literary  dithyramb  of  Arion,  partly  because  rpayucol 
Xopoi,  (Herod,  v.  67)  were  in  the  field  quite  as  early,  at  any  rate 
in  Sicyon,  as  Arion,  and  partly  because  Aristotle  says  that 
tragedy  originated  airh  twv  €^p\6vriav  rhv  8i6vpafiPov,  and  the 
difference  between  Arion's  literary  dithyramb  and  the  primitive 
dithyramb^  e.g,y  as  sung  by  Archilochus,  was  that  the  primitive 
form  had  an  k^pyiav  (a  solo  singer),  and  the  literary  form  had 
not)  but  consisted  solely  of  strophes  and  antistrophes  sung  by  a 
chorus. 

These,  then,  are  the  things  about  which  we  must  speak,  for 
at  present  we  have  only  raised  difficulties  in  connection  with 
them.  To  begin  with,  the  finished  artistic  dithyramb  of  Arion 
was  performed  in  courts  and  cities ;  the  primitive  dithyramb, 
in  which  the  leader  sang  a  solo  and  the  chorus  sang  a  refrain, 
was  left  to  the  unrefined  and  unprogressive  rustics.  Kext,  it 
is  universally  agreed  that  the  drama  did  not  originate  in  Athens, 
but  in  the  country  :  it  was  originally  performed  at  the  country 
Dionysia.  Thespis  took  his  plays  round  the  villages  of  Attica 
before  he  found  an  audience  in  Athens;  cmd  the  strongest 
argument  in  antiquity  in  favour  of  the  false  derivation  of 
comedy  from  iccufii^  was  the  admitted  fact  of  the  country  origin 
of  dramatic  performances.  Now,  life  is  always  more  primitive 
and  more  old-fashioned  in  the  country  than  in  towns ;  it  is  in 
the  country  that  the  student  of  folk-lore  looks  to  find  traces  of 
ancient  customs  and  lingering  superstitions.  If,  then,  there 
were  in  the  cult  of  Dionysus  elements  of  greater  antiquity  than 
his  worship  as  the  wine-god,  it  is  amongst  the  ruder  and  more 
backward  rustic  population  that  we  should  naturally  expect  to 
find  them.     But  there  certainly  were  elements  in  the  worship 
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of  Dionysus  older  than  his  cult  as  the  god  of  wine,  for  in  the 
time  of  Homer  there  was  a  Dionysus,  hut  he  was  not  a  wine- 
god.  Further,  we  have  already  seen  that  the  time  at  which 
the  country  Dionysia  and  the  Lentea  were  celehrated,  vii*, 
about  the  winter  solstice,  was  not  a  particularly  appropriate 
time  for  the  celebration  of  the  vintage  and  the  gathering  of  the 
grapes ;  and  as  festivals  and  rejoicings  at  tliis  period  of  the  year 
were  held  by  many  other  European  peoples  who  did  not  grow 
the  vine,  the  probability  is  that  amongst  the  Greeks  also  the 
rejoicings  at  the  winter  solstice  were  not  originally  connected 
with  the  vintage  or  with  Dionysus  as  the  god  of  wine.  Hence 
the  tragic  choruses,  which  were  a  portion  of  these  festivities, 
need  not  originally  have  had  to  do  with  the  wine-god,  or  with 
his  sufferings  at  the  hands  of  Lycurgus,  or  his  triumphs  over 
Pentheus. 

The  next  thing  we  have  to  notice  is  that  at  the  winter  sol- 
stice festivals  of  other  European  peoples  the  most  important 
ceremony  is  the  appearance  of  mummers  dressed  up  as  bears^ 
boars,  wolves,  bulls,  goats,  &c.  In  Eastern  Europe  the  Chris- 
tian Church  suffered  these  masquerades  to  continue,  and  they 
still  are  the  great  festivals  of  the  moujik.  In  Western  Europe 
the  Church  endeavoured,  not  altogether  successfully,  to  suppress 
them ;  the  Indiculus  Superstittonum  (tit  xxiv.)  forbids  them, 
and  St.  Firmin  denounced  those  who  performed  them  "on 
Christmas  and  other  days;"  but  the  Jtdbock^  the  Yide-buck 
or  bull-calf  of  Scandinavia,  and  many  other  similar  survivals 
amongst  Teutons,  Celts,  and  Slavs,  testify  to  the  universal  pre- 
valence of  these  ceremonies  in  former  times.  It  is,  then,  evident 
that  the  worshippers  of  Dionysus  who  celebrated  the  winter  sol- 
stice by  masquerading  as  goats  were  doing  the  same  thing,  and  act- 
ing under  the  influence  of  the  same  belief,  as  the  other  European 
peoples  just  mentioned.  The  basis  of  this  custom  of  masque- 
rading at  Yule-tide  has  been  shown  by  Mannhardt  to  be  the 
belief  in  the  existence  of  a  spirit  of  vegetation,  who  makes  the 
crops  to  grow.  This  spirit  slumbers  during  the  winter,  but 
with  the  turning  of  the  year  comes  the  time  to  wake  him,  and 
that  was  the  object  of  the  festivals  at  the  winter  solstice.  But 
this  spirit  is  supposed  to  manifest  himself  in  the  shape  of  many 
various  animals,  especially  in  the  shape  of  a  goat.  Now  it  is  a 
principle  of  savage  logic — a  principle  which  still  receives  the 
honour  of  being  refuted  as  a  fallacy  in  works  on  logic — that 
the  cause  resembles  its  effect,  that  like  produces  like ;  hence,  if 
you  want  an  animal  to  fall  into  your  trap,  it  is  an  excellent 
plan  to  dress  u])  as  the  animal  in  question  and  fall  into  the  trap. 
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This  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  buffalo-dance  of  the 
Bed  Indians,  the  kangaixxnlances  of  the  Australian  aborigines, 
and  the  bear-dances  of  various  peoples,  including  the  early 
Greeka  In  the  same  way  primitive  man,  requiring  the  pre- 
sence of  the  spirit  of  vegetation  and  fertility,  dresses  up  in  the 
form  of  that  animal  in  which  the  spirit  usually  manifests  him- 
self. Here,  then,  we  have  the  explanation  of  the  fact  that 
the  country  worshippers  of  Dionysus  masqueraded  as  goats; 
hence  they  were  called  not  only  satyrs,  but  rpdyoL ;  hence  their 
choruses  were  called  rpayiKol  xopoi^  their  song  the  goat-song, 
rpayt^ia;  and  hence  the  actual  goat,  in  which  the  spirit  of 
vegetation  was  supposed  to  be  incorporated,  was  given  as  a 
prize,  just  as  at  Rome  (see  Plutarch,  Roman  Questions^  97)  the 
head  of  the  horse,  in  which  the  same  spirit  was  supposed  to 
reside,  was  given  as  a  prize  to  bring  good  luck  and  a  good  har- 
vest to  the  victor. 

The  drama,  then,  had  its  origin,  not  in  any  literary  form  of 
lyric  poetry,  such  as  the  dithyramb  of  Arion,  but  in  the  folk- 
songs sung  by  the  country  people,  who,  at  the  turning  of  the 
year,  worshipped  Dionysus  rather  as  the  spirit  of  vegetation 
than  as  the  god  of  wine.  The  earliest  acting,  amongst  the 
Greeks  as  amongst  other  European  peoples,  was  that  of  the 
masqueraders  who  appeared  at  the  festival  of  the  winter  solstice. 
But  amongst  the  Greeks  alone  was  this  masquerading  developed 
into  drama  by  slow  degrees;  amongst  them  alone  did  these 
mummers'  masks  attain  to  be  '^  les  deux  masques "  of  tragedy 
and  comedy.  If  we  are  to  frame  conjectures  as  to  the  cause  by 
which  this  primitive  European  masquerading  was  in  Greece 
turned  on  to  this  new  line  of  development,  we  must  probably 
ascribe  it  to  the  anthropomorphic  tendency  of  the  Greek  mind. 
To  the  other  Europeans  the  spirit  of  vegetation  appeared  only 
in  animal  form ;  to  the  Greeks,  Dionysus  presented  himself  in 
the  bodily  shape  of  man.  In  that  shape  he  had  adventures 
such  as  are  alluded  to  in  Homer,  and  recounted  in  one  of  the 
Homeric  hymns.  In  that  shape,  too,  one  of  his  worshippers, 
with  the  aid  of  a  mask,  could  represent  him  at  his  festival,  the 
Dionysia ;  and  thus  the  new  god  of  wine,  who  was  henceforth 
to  be  identified  with  the  familiar  spirit  of  vegetation,  could  be 
presented  to  the  eyes  of  the  faithful,  even  as  Pisistratus  success- 
fully showed  the  Thracian  garland-seller  PhyS  to  the  Athenians 
as  their  patron  goddess  Athene.  But  when  once  the  k^pxmv 
liad  performed  the  part  of  Dionysus,  acting  became  possible  in 
the  place  of  mere  masquerading;  and  as  early  as  600  b.o.  we 
find  that  in  Sicyon  the  hero  Adrastus  had  usurped  the  place  of 
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the  god  Dionysus.  But  though  acting  had  now  been  decisiTely 
differentiated  from  mumming,  this  'Myric  tragedy,"  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  had  not  become  literary  :  tragedy  was  at  this 
time,  as  Aristotle  says,  avroa-\€SuumKrl,  $.6.,  it  was  still  in  the 
folk-song  stage,  and  the  lines  probably  had  about  as  much 
literary  merit  (the  Xc^is  was  ytkoia)  as  those  declaimed  by  the 
mummers  who  once,  in  England,  used  to  perform  at  Yule-tide 
"  St.  George  and  the  Dragon." 

Meanwhile,  at  Megara  comedy  had  been  developed  out  of 
other  ceremonies,  forming  part  of  the  worship  of  the  spirit 
of  vegetation  and  fertility,  which  are  indicated  in  Aristotle's 
account  of  the  origin  of  comedy.  It  was  introduced  into  Attica 
by  Susarion  in  b.c.  578,  at  a  time  when  there  was  as  yet  no 
actor ;  and  the  €^dpx<ov  let  off  coarse  and  scurrilous  impromptus, 
while  the  chorus  sang  traditional  folk-songs,  of  which  Aristo- 
phanes {Acfi,  26 1),  in  his  parody  of  the  procession  at  the  country 
Dionysia,  may  give  us  some  idea.  The  scurrility  of  comedy  did 
not  commend  itself  to  Pisistratus — tyrants  have  no  sense  of 
humour  and  dread  ridicule — and  comedy  received  no  recogni- 
tion or  support  from  the  state  until  the  palmy  days  of  democracy 
under  Pericles. 

But  Susarion's  visit  to  Icaria  not  only  sowed  the  seeds  of 
comedy  in  Attica,  it  may  be  surmised  to  have  exercised  an 
influence  on  tragedy,  for  it  was  by  a  native  of  Icaria  that  the 
next  step  in  the  development  of  tragedy  was  taken:  Thespis 
(about  B.a  536)  introduced  an  actor  into  tragedy,  and  thus 
made  dialogue  a  possibility.  Probably  the  i^apx"^^  ^^^  <^^~ 
tinued  to  be  the  central  figure  and  the  most  important  person, 
for  the  Greek  word  for  actor — wtok/jit^s,  '* answerer" — seems 
to  imply  that  the  actor's  business  at  first  was  confined  to 
answering  occasionally  when  addressed,  and  to  playing  up 
generally  to  the  €^apx^^>  ^^^  leading  man.  But  even  this 
folk-drama,  this  rustic  performance  by  two  men  on  a  cart — 
"dicitur  et  plaustris  vexisse  poemata  Thespis" — was  so  suc- 
cessful at  the  country  Dionysia,  that  after  a  time  the  per- 
formers ventured  to  appear  in  the  market-place  of  Athens  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Lenaea^— the  festival  which  took  place  a 
month  after  the  country  Dionysia,  and  was  to  the  town  what 
the  country  festival  was  to  the  villages.  The  new  form  of 
entertainment  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Pisistratids,  and 
was  taken  under  their  patronage.  To  encourage  it,  a  prize  was 
offered  for  competition  between  three  choruses  and  their  leading 
men,  and  the  drama  thus  became  state  established  at  Athens. 

In  all  probability,  however,  the  entertainment  did  not  be- 
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come  a  drama  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word  until  iEschylus — 
whose  earliest  plays  were  performed  with  a  single  actor  in  the 
dancing-ring  or  op^qa-rpa.  of  the  Athenian  market-place — 
ventured  to  introduce  a  second  actor.  But  still  the  leader  of 
the  chorus,  though  no  longer  indispensable  for  either  dialogue 
or  dramatic  action,  continued  to  be  an  important  character  in 
the  plays  of  ^Eschylus.  The  introduction  of  a  third  actor, 
however,  by  Sophocles,  some  few  years  before  the  death  of 
iEschylus,  drove  the  chorus  farther  into  the  background,  and 
the  Attic  drama  became  fully  developed.  Even  then,  however, 
there  were  many  points  of  difference  between  an  ancient  and  a 
modem  theatrical  performance ;  and  as  it  is  important  not  to 
be  misled  in  our  judgment  of  the  former  by  ideas  associated 
with  the  latter,  it  will  be  advisable  briefly  to  enumerate  some 
of  the  leading  points  of  difference,  before  entering  into  the 
further  details  contained  in  the  following  chapters. 

As  we  have  already  seen,  the  Greek  drama  was  in  its  origin, 
and  till  its  end  continued  to  be,  a  religious  function,  a  part  of 
the  worship  and  festival  of  Dionysus,  whereas  the  modem 
drama — even  if  it  did  spring  from  the  mediaaval  mystery  plays, 
and  not  from  the  May>games,  in  which  the  king  and  queen  of 
the  May  and  others  were  the  leading  characters  impersonated — 
soon  and  effectually  divested  itself  of  all  traces  of  its  religious 
origin. 

The  next  point  of  difference  is  that,  whereas  modem  theatres 
are  open  practically  all  the  year  round,  at  Athens  performances, 
being  part  of  the  Dionysia,  only  took  place  at  the  feasts  of 
Dionysus,  i.e.,  twice,  or  at  the  most  three  times  a  year.  Thus, 
not  only  did  the  drama  as  a  religious  function  enjoy  greater 
importance  at  Athens  than  in  a  modem  country,  but  even  as  an 
entertainment  its  rarity  caused  it  to  be  estimated  more  highly 
than  it  is  in  countries  where  dramatic  performances  are  a 
matter  of  course  and  of  daily  occurrence. 

The  third  point  of  difference  will  now  be  intelligible.  It  is 
that  whereas  a  modem  performance  is  a  matter  of  a  couple  of 
hours,  at  Athens  the  performances  began  at  daybreak  and  con- 
tinued all  day.  Several  authors  competed  with  each  other  for 
the  prize,  and  each  tragic  poet  produced  several  plays :  hence 
the  length  of  the  peirformances.  But  to  sit  out  such  long 
performances  would  have  been  impossible,  if  they  had  been 
matters  of  daily  occurrence. 

The  three  points  of  difference  which  have  been  mentioned 
will  suffice  to  show  that  theatre-going  was  a  very  different 
affair  at  Athens  from  what  it  is  in  London.     We  have  next 
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to  consider  three  other  diffi'rences,  which  are  more  important, 
because  they  must  have  exercised  considerable  influence  on 
the  development  of  the  drama.  They  are  that  in  Athens  the 
drama  was  (i)  state  established;  (2)  open — eventually — free; 
and  (3)  attended  by  the  whole  body  of  citizens.  The  cost  of 
providing  plays  was  undertaken  by  the  state,  and  the  state 
had  a  monopoly — private  enterprise  did  not  compete  with  the 
state  in  the  pro<luction  of  plays.  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  this  system  accounts  to  some  extent  for  the  superiority  of 
the  Greek  drama  to  modern  play  writing.  'A  modem  theatre  is 
a  business  speculation ;  it  is  an  enterprise  undertaken  in  order 
to  make  money ;  consequently  the  plays  supplied  are  those 
which  will  draw  the  largest  audiences,  and  the  standard  of 
merit  is  found  in  the  taste  of  the  majority :  but  the  majority 
have  no  taste  ;  the  good  judges  of  anything  must  always  be  in 
a  minority.  Hence  in  London  not  only  does  the  number  of 
music-halls  steadily  increase  from  year  to  year,  not  only  are 
theatres  converted  into  music-halls,  but  plays  themselves  are 
rapidly  becoming  converted  into  "  variety  "  entertainments,  and 
the  *^  legitimate  drama  "  can  only  be  made  to  pay  so  far  as  it  is 
occasionally  made  an  excuse  for  a  "  spectacular  "  entertainment 
At  Athens  things  were  different.  The  state  paid  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  drama,  and  supplied  free  tickets  to  citizens  who 
could  not  allbnl  to  pay  for  themselves.  The  taint  of  business 
and  money-making  was  not  upon  the  dramatic  art,  nor  had  the 
dramatist  to  consider  what  would  gratify  the  greatest  number. 
There  was  no  need  to  play  to  the  gallery,  or  to  write  down  to 
the  level  of  the  lowest  understanding.  Again,  the  size  of  the 
audience — the  Dionysiac  theatre  at  Athens  may  have  held 
30,000  people — must  have  had  a  healthy  influence  on  the 
drama.  The  praise  of  a  clique  is  fatal  to  the  development  of 
an  artist  who  mistakes  his  clique  for  the  world,  and  its  praise 
for  the  approval  of  unbiassed  judges.  Now  a  modem  theatre 
is  small  enough  to  be  filled  by  the  enthusiasm  and  the  plaudits 
of  a  section  of  the  population  insignificant  in  proportion  to 
the  whole.  But  the  likes  and  dislikes  of  a  clique  would  be 
incapable  of  attracting  even  attention  in  a  vast  audience  of 
30,000  persons,  much  less  could  they  bo  mistaken  for  the 
judgment  of  the  whole  body. 

The  excellence  of  the  Greek  drama  is  sometimes  accounted 
for  on  the  ground  that  the  Athenians  were  more  highly  en- 
dowed with  the  critical  faculty,  and  were  more  appreciative 
judges  of  art  than  any  modem  people.  This  may  be  so,  but 
there  are  evidently  other  facts  which  also  deserve  to  be  taken 
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into  account.  Thus  at  Athens,  where  the  plays  to  be  perfonned 
were  selected  by  the  archon,  they  were  chosen  not  by,  but  for 
the  people ;  whereas,  in  modem  times,  they  are  chosen  by  the 
public,  inasmuch  as  a  play  that  does  not  pay  is  speedily  taken 
off,  and  only  those  plays  that  ''draw''  are  allowed  to  run. 
Thus,  there  is  nothing  in  modern  times  to  prevent  the  drama 
falling  just  as  low  as  the  popular  taste  demands ;  but  at  Athens 
a  line  was  drawn  by  the  archon,  who  could  prevent  inferior 
plays  from  being  put  before  the  public.  Again,  when  the 
great  period  of  the  Attic  drama  was  over,  a  test  of  merit  and 
a  standard  of  taste  was  still  maintained  by  the  custom  which 
ordained  that  the  dramatic  contests  should  begin  by  the  per- 
formance of  a  tragedy  by  one  of  the  three  great  tragedians. 
But  there  remains  a  still  more  important  fact  to  consider  in 
this  connection.  It  is  that  admission  to  the  Dionysiac  theatre 
was  a  political  right ;  the  theatre  was  o[)en  to  the  whole  citi- 
zen population,  but  not  to  slaves.  Slaves  were  excluded  from 
the  constitution  and  from  the  theatre.  Now  the  unskilled 
labour  of  Athens  was  slave  labour.  Hence  at  Athens  unskilled 
labour  had  no  vote  in  politics,  and  no  voice  in  art  In  a 
modern  free  state  unskilled  labour  has  a  vote,  even  a  decisive 
vote,  in  politics;  and,  wherever  an  art  is  exploited  for  com- 
mercial purposes,  the  unskilled  labourer  must  come  to  have  a 
voice,  even  a  decisive  voice,  in  that  art,  for  it  is  by  hitting  the 
taste  of  "  the  million,"  ie.,  of  the  least  critical  class  in  the  com- 
munity, that  fortunes  are  to  be  made.  The  law  of  the  survival 
of  the  fittest  works  inexorably.  In  a  democracy,  as  elsewhere, 
that  form  of  art  survives  which  is  fittest — only  ''the  fittest"  is 
not  the  highest.  It  is  that  form  of  art  which  the  democracy 
is  fit  for.  In  fact,  we  find  something  at  work  analogous  to 
Gresham's  law :  as  bad  coin,  when  bad  and  good  circulate 
together,  inevitably  drives  out  the  good,  so  good  art,  in  these 
circumstances,  tends  to  be  driven  out  by  bad.  This  may  be 
because  art,  when  it  becomes  a  money-making  business,  entM*s 
the  domain  of  political  economy,  and  becomes  subject  to  the 
law  of  supply  and  demand ;  but  it  is.  also  in  part  due  to  the 
fact  that  whilst  it  is  only  by  studying  good  art  that  the  taste 
can  be  raised,  good  art  gives  no  pleasure  to  the  uncultivated 
taste,  and  is  therefore  naturally  neglected  in  favour  of  inferior 
art  by  those  who  are  only  seeking  amusement,  and  have  none 
but  themselves  to  please.  At  Athens,  however,  even  if  the 
supply  of  dramatic  art  had  been  regulated  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  least  critical  portion  of  the  public,  its  downward  progress 
would  have  been  arrested  at  an  earlier  stage  than  it  can  be  in 
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modern  free  states.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  public  did  not  choose  what  plays  it  would  see.  The 
drama  was  not  a  commercial  speculation ;  dramatic  performances 
were  so  infrequent  that  the  citizen  with  no  taste  had  to  be  con- 
tent to  see  a  good  play  rather  than  none  at  alL  At  any  rate,  it 
was  a  religious  duty  to  go ;  and,  finally,  the  performance  on 
the  same  day  of  several  plays  by  several  authors,  in  competi- 
tion for  the  dramatic  prize,  afforded  both  material  and  motive 
for  comparing  and  criticising  the  various  poets. 

Having  noticed  some  of  the  differences  between  the  condi- 
tions determining  the  production  of  ancient  and  modem  plays, 
we  have  now  in  conclusion  to  notice  some  differences  in  the 
performances  themselves.  The  orchestra  of  a  modem  theatre 
occupies  a  narrow  space  between  the  pit-staUs  and  the  stage. 
The  orchestra  of  a  Greek  theatre  was  circular  in  shape,  and 
comprised  the  spac«  allotted  to  the  pit-stalls  and  pit  of  a 
modern  theatre.  The  audience  sat  not  in  hanging  galleries, 
but  in  ascending  tiers  of  seats  scooped  out  of  a  hillside.  There 
was  no  roof  to  the  theatre :  all  was  open  to  the  daylight^  and 
nothing  similar  to  the  effects  obtained  by  means  of  gas  and 
the  electric  light  was  known  to  the  Greeks.  The  scenery — 
when  there  came  to  be  some — was  probably  of  the  simplest 
kind,  representing  the  exterior  of  a  temple  or  house,  with  just 
enough  detail  to  indicate  what  was  intended,  but  not  enough 
to  distract  the  eye  from  the  actors.  The  stage — if  stage  there 
was — formed  a  tangent  to  the  circle  of  the  orchestra,  and  was 
very  long  and  very  narrow,  so  that  the  total  effect  produced  by 
the  figures  of  the  three  tragic  actors,  and  of  any  supernumeraries 
there  might  be  on  this  long  strip  of  stage,  was  that  of  a  long 
frieze,  with  its  figures  in  bas-relief.  The  actors  in  tragedy 
wore  masks,  and  were,  by  padding  and  other  devices,  magni- 
fied into  heroic  proportions,  greater  than  human.  The  bright 
colours,  scarlet  and  purple,  of  their  costume  made  them  stand 
out  from  the  background.  Their  high-soled  boots  and  padding 
made  vivacity  of  action  impossible,  and  their  masks  did  not 
allow  of  that  portraiture  of  the  subtler  emotions  by  the  play  of 
the  features  which  is  the  triumph  of  the  modern  actor's  art. 
The  vast  proportions  of  the  theatre,  which  made  it  neces- 
sary thus  to  magnify  the  apparent  proportions  of  the  actor, 
would  also  entail  a  strain  upon  the  voice,  which  probably  led 
to  a  sort  of  intonation  of  the  spoken  parts,  and  accounts  for  the 
fact  that  it  was  in  the  lyric  or  operatic  parts  that  the  good 
actor  showed  his  superiority.  As  on  Shakespeare's  stage, 
women  actors  wore  unknown.     Finally,  to  return  to  the  place 
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from  which  we  started,  the  orchestra  was  occupied  by  the 
ohorus,  who  not  only  sang,  but,  even  in  tragedy,  danced, 
making  a  turn  round  the  altar  to  the  right  during  the  strophe, 
and  back  again  during  the  strophe,  and  standing  still  during 
the  epode. 


CHAPTEE    II 

THE  BUILDINGS 

As  the  drama  was  evolved  from  the  chorus  of  the  worshippers 
of  Dionysus,  so  the  theatre  was  evolved  from  the  place  in  which 
that  chorus  danced  and  sang — the  opxrjo'rpa,^  In  the  earliest 
times  all  the  worshippers  joined  in  the  dance  round  the  altar 
of  Dionysus;  but  when  the  dances  and  hymns  ceased  to  be 
mere  improvisations,  and  became  formal  performances,  prepared 
and  rehearsed  beforehand,  the  choir  or  chorus  alone  did  the 
singing  and  dancing,  whilst  the  other  worshippers  congregated 
around  them  and  looked  on.  The  bystanders  naturally  stood 
round  the  chorus  in  a  circle,  and,  in  course  of  time,  the  circle 
reserved  for  the  chorus  was  permanently  marked  out  and  made 
into  ah  orchestra.  Hence,  the  orchestra  of  a  Greek  theatre  con- 
tinued down  to  the  latest  classical  times  to  be  a  perfect  circle, 
with  which  the  stage,  when  it  came  into  existence,  formed  a 
tangent^  but  on  which  the  stage  was  not  allowed  to  encroach 
(Fig.  37).  The  oldest  orchestra  in  Athens  was  in  the  market- 
place, west  of  the  Areopagus.  It  consisted  of  a  foundation  of 
polygonal  stones,  which,  on  the  analogy  of  later  remains,  we 
may  conjecture  was  covered  with  plaster,  and  was  surrounded 
by  a  low  wall.  On  this  orchestra  the  "cyclic"  or  circular 
chorus  performed  in  honour  of  Dionysus  the  dithyramb,  out 
of  which  the  drama  was  subsequently  evolved.  The  first  step 
in  the  evolution  of  the  drama  was  taken  when  the  author  of 
the  dithyramb  (who  was  also  the  leader  and  instructor  of  the 
chorus)  improvised  some  recitation  in  the  pauses  between  the 

^  The  eyolution  of  the  Dionysiac  theatre  at  Athens  from  the  orchestra, 
though  doubted  by  no  one,  is  partly,  con jectural.  But  we  know  for  historic 
fact  that  the  law  of  growth,  by  which  an  auditorium  first  was  added  to 
the  orchestra,  and  then  permanent  stage  buildings,  manifested  itself  else- 
where than  at  Athens.  We  have  the  evidence  of  an  inscription  to  prove 
that  at  Calymna  there  was  a  OiarpoVf  but  that  there  were  no  permanent  stage 
buildings  until  a  private  citizen  erected  at  his  own  cost  rdv  o-jraMi^  ica2  t6 
vpooKdMiw.    See  Mr.  Merriam  in  the  Cltusieal  Review^  vol.  v.  No.  7,  p.  343. 


6/2  THB   THEATRE 

dances.  The  next  step  was  taken  when  the  leader  of  the 
choruSy  instead  of  reciting  a  narrative,  acted  it  in  character, 
and  maintained  a  dialogue  with  the  chorus.  He  might  appear 
first  as  a  hero  announcing  his  intention  of  undertddng  some 
enterprise,  then,  after  a  change  of  costume,  as  the  person  against 
whom  the  enterprise  was  made,  and  so  on.  But,  to  change  his 
costume,  he  required  a  tent,  a  a-Krjvrj^  and  this  tent  was,  as  the 
name  indicates,  the  beginning  of  the  various  buildings  which 
subsequently  took  its  place.  The  place  occupied  by  the  tent  is 
indicated  by  the  buildings  which  displaced  it  It  was  outside, 
but  touching  the  circle  of  the  orchestra. 

The  introduction  of  acting  brought  in  its  train  changes  in 
the  chorus  and  additions  to  the  orchestra.  When  the  actor 
stepped  forth  from  his  tent,  the  chorus  no  longer  continued  to 
surround  the  altar,  but  "  formed  fours,''  and  ranged  itself  in  a 
rectangular  group  (rerpdyiovo^  X^P^^)  ^^^^  their  faces  towards 
the  actor  and  his  tent,  ready  to  be  addressed  by  him.  They 
would  thus  have  effectually  blocked  the  view  of  the  spectators 
behind  them  but  for  two  precautions :  high  wooden  platforms 
were  erected  for  the  spectators,  who  paid  two  obols  for  admis- 
sion ;  and  the  actor  availed  himself  of  the  table  on  which  the 
offerings  and  victims  had  been  cut  up  as  a  stage  on  which  to 
get  the  necessary  elevation.^  The  latter  primitive  device  was 
eventually,  probably  speedily,  cast  aside  in  favour  of  a  special 
wooden  stage  (which,  as  being  in  front  of  the  tent^  was  called 
the  trpoa-K-qviov) ;  and  we  may  conjecture  that  at  the  same  time 
the  primitive  tent  was  displaced  by  a  wooden  shed  behind  and 
forming  the  back  of  the  stoge.  Scenery  was  as  yet  unknown. 
This  rude,  temporary  wooden  structure  in  the  open  market- 
place, without  decoration,  without  a  pretension  to  any  scenic 
effects  even  of  the  simplest  kind,  more  remote  from  all  attempt 
at  illusion  than  the  stage  of  Shakespeare,  was  the  stage  on 
which  some  at  least  of  iSschylus'  tragedies  were  produced. 
But  about  B.a  500,  during  a  dramatic  contest  in  which  Pratinas, 
^schylus,  and  Chcerilus  were  the  competitors,  the  high  wooden 
platforms  on  which  the  spectators  were  crowded  collapsed.  To 
avoid  the  repetition  of  such  an  accident^  a  place  was  sought  in 
which  the  natural  rise  of  the  ground  would  provide  an  elevated 
auditorium,  and  a  slope  of  this  kind  was  found  in  the  Dionysiac 
enclosure.  Here  an  orchestra  was  laid  down.  The  spectators 
sat  on  the  slope  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  orchestra,  and 

*  Poll.  iv.   123,  ikebs  3'  1^  Tpdirefo  ^x^^  ^^*  ^»'  ''/>*  04rrt6o9  tts  rit 
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sat  either  on  the  grass  or  at  the  most  on  wooden  benches.  The 
stage  was  probably  still  a  temporary  wooden  platform  with  a 
shed  at  the  back.  On  this  simple  stage — which  differed  from 
that  erected  previously  in  the  market-place  in  little  more  than 
that  Sophocles  introduced  some  scenery  —  in  this  open-air 
fashion  were  performed  the  tragedies  of  .<£schylus,  Sophocles, 
and  Euripides,  the  comedies  of  Eupolis,  Cratinus,  and  Aristo- 
phanes. Finally,  nearly  half  a  century  after  the  last  of  these 
great  dramatists  was  dead,  when  the  Old  Comedy  had  given 
place  to  the  New,  when  tragedy  had  travelled  far  from  its 
original  form  in  a  direction  which  we  may  partly  infer  from 
the  plays  of  Euripides  and  Menander,  when  the  chorus,  which 
was  originally  the  whole,  had  ceased  to  be  an  integral  part  of 
the  drama,  then  Lycurgus  earned  the  gratitude  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  ^  by  providing  them  with  a  permanent  theatre,  stone 
seats,  and  a  hall  to  take  refuge  in  if  the  weather  was  bad ;  but 
even  then  probably  no  permanent  stage  was  erected,  a  wooden 
structure  still  sufficed.  Beyond  this  point  it  is  not  necessary 
to  trace  the  history  of  the  Dionysiac  theatre ;  and  the  theatre 
as  restored  by  Lycurgus  will  only  be  described  so  far  as  is 
necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  arrangements  before  his 
time.  Third-century  revivals  of  the  ^Megitimate  drama" — 
doubtless  with  new  and  startling  effects — are  of  secondary  inte- 
rest; what  one  would  like  to  know  is  how  the  plays  of  the 
great  dramatists  were  put  on  the  stage  when  first  produced. 
It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  at  Athens  Lycurgus  did  but 
build  in  stone  what  previously  existed  in  wood ;  and  this  sup- 
position may  be  accepted  as  a  working  hypothesis  at  least,  if 
the  practice  of  the  Athenian  stage  (as  inferred  from  the  sur- 
viving dramas)  and  the  notices  in  the  grammarians  and  lexico- 
graphers accord  with  it 

The  auditorium  *  was  divided  by  fourteen  flights  of  steps  into 
thirteen  blocks,  and  the  seats  rose  in  concentric  semicircles ; 
and  a  large  number  of  marble  seats  have  been  discovered,  which 
are  shown  by  the  inscriptions  they  still  bear  to  have  been 
reserved  seats  appropriated  to  various  priests,  officials,  and  dig- 
nitaries ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe  that  in  the  front  row 
of  the  central  block  was  the  seat  of  the  priest  of  Dionysus,  the 

^  O.  I.  A.  ii.  24a  Mr.  Haigh  (Attic  Theatre^  107  and  125)  does  not 
believe  that  the  atone  theatre  as  a  whole  belonged  to  the  latter  half  of  the 
fourth  century.  But  on  what  is,  primarily  at  least,  an  architect's  ques- 
tion, I  have  preferred  to  follow  Dr.  Dorpfeld. 

*  Oiarpop  is  sometimes  used  of  the  auditorium,  sometimes  of  the  audience, 
and  sometimes  of  the  whole  building,  like  our  expression  "  the  house." 

2  V 
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patron  god  of  the  festival,  while  elsewhere  a  seat  waa  reserved 
for  the  priesteaa  of  AthenS. 

The  orchestra  iii  the  Dionysiac  theatre,  as  in  that  at  Epidaurus, 
ivas  ft  i>erfect  circle,  encroached  on  neither  by  the  auditorium 
nor  by  the  eLage  (b'ig.  37).  It  was  on  a  level  with  the  lowest 
step  of  the  auditorium,  and  was  eeparated  from  the  front  row  of 
seats  (Fig.  38)  by  an  open  channel  of  water,  bridged  over  at  the 


Fio.  37.— Tub  Tubathb  at  BpiiiiUBua.    (Jrow  HIRJlAlll^-Mi3LL«^^ 

foot  of  each  of  the  fourteen  flights  of  steps.  No  remains  of  a 
stage,  or  of  the  foundations  for  a  stage,  in  the  time  of  Lycurgus 
have  been  discovered.  What  has  been  discovered  b  a  large  room 
with  two  projections  right  and  left,  each  measuring  about  10 
feet  deep  and  38  feet  broad,  and  leaving  between  them  a  spoce 
of  about  80  feet.  In  later  times  a  piece  has  been  cut  off  from 
each  of  these  projections,  and  a  permanent  wall,"  decorated  with 
■  Diirpfold,  from  whom  the  above  UuU  and  figure*  are  taken,  call*  llii« 
wall  the  pnMoeDium,  and  regards  the  praweuiutn  m  a  permaiiMit  aoeDti. 
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piUara,  and  about  lo  feet  high,  has  been  built  between  them. 
In  the  time  of  Lycurgus,  however,  before  the  projectioua  were 
reduced,  the  wooden  stage,  scenery,  &c.,  must  have  been  erect«d 
in  the  space  between  them,  which  measurea  about  80  feet  broad 
by  20  feet  deep.  But,  as  the  wooden  stage  has  left  no  traces, 
we  must  turn  to  Polyclitus'  theatre  at  Epidaurus  for  further  in- 
struction as  to  the  arrangement  of  thestage,  &c.  (Fig.  37}.  We 
there  find  a  permanent  stage  built,  which  is  about  10  feet  deep* 
and  about  95  feet  broad.  It  does  not  touch  the  circumference 
of  the  orchestra  anywhere,  but  at  its  nearest  point  is  separated 
by  about  I  foot  It  is  1 3  feet  high,  and  is  approached,  on  each 
side,  by  a  flight  of  steps.  At  the  bottom  of  each  flight  is  a 
doorway,  and  in  the  same  hue  with  this  doorway,  and  separated 


Fia.  38.— Fboht  Bow  op  Suth  in  the  Diohysiao  Thuthi.    (SoHKUBia,  11.  6.) 


from  it  by  otdy  a  pillar,  is  another  doorway.  Through  the 
latter,  during  the  performance,  the  chorus  marched  into  the 
orchestra  ;  while,  before  the  performance,  the  spectators  entered 
the  theatre  by  it.  The  former  doorway  was  that  by  which  the 
actors  entered,  and  the  passage  from  it,  up  the  steps  on  to  the 
stage,  was  called  the  paraskenion.  The  pass^e  from  the  other 
door  to  the  orchestra  was  called  the  porodos.*    As  regards  direct 

By  proBceniiuD  u  QBiiall;  rneaot,  in  ■  Greek  theatre,  the  sta^  itself  (which 
ii  lito  called  iriojni,  it^^t,  ^w«>.  °'  \eytiar).  Skijfj),  origiiuJJy  the  tent, 
cume»  to  mean  the  "acene"  in  front  uf  the  Mnt,  &ad  thea  the  stage 
( —  "  the  boards  "),  and  then  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  theatre  in  which 
the  acton  appear. 

>  By  Diirpfeld's  meaaaremonU,  2.41  totr.  (Henn.  G.  A.  iii.  109). 

*  The  two  paaaages  bother  might  be  called  al  intTu  TdpvStH,  in  oontrs- 
diatinction  to  the  entranoes  through  the  scene,  which  were  al  ini  ripoioi. 
See  Oehmicheo  in  BcH.  PhU.  WixA.,  18S7,  No.  33.      In  the  space  below, 
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communication  between  the  stage  and  the  orchestra,  there  are 
no  traces  of  any  permanent  steps.  Communication,  then  (if 
any),  must  have  been  by  means  of  temporary  wooden  steps, 
probably  leading  down  from  the  middle  of  the  stage,  where  it 
is  nearest  the  orchestra. 

Thus  far  the  traditional  view,  which  finds  in  the  proscenium 
of  the  Epidaurian  theatre  the  stage  on  which  the  actors  trod. 
But  Dr.  Dorpfeld  rejects  the  traditional  view,^  on  the  grounds 
that  the  proscenium  is  too  high  and  too  narrow  ever  to  have 
been  used  as  a  stage,  and  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are 
no  steps  from  the  proscenium  to  the  orchestra.  The  proscenium 
is  too  narrow,  because  an  actor  would  be  in  perpetual  danger 
of  falling  off  a  stage  only  8  or  9  feet  wide ;  too  high,  because 
the  coryphseus  could  not  carry  on  a  conversation  with  a  man 
twelve  feet  above  him ;  and  the  decorations  on  the  front  of  the 
proscenium  show  that  there  never  were  steps.  But  if  the  pro- 
scenium was  not  the  stage,  then  there  was  no  stage.  Therefore 
the  actors  must  have  performed  in  the  orchestra,  just  in  front 
of  the  proscenium,  on  which  the  scenery  (if  required)  was  hung. 
Hence,  they  are  said  by  Aristotle  to  be  dirh  a-tcqvrjs  (Poetics^  12), 
just  as  a  ship  might  be  air6  (off)  Arqiwov. 
1    Now,  the  proscenium  cannot  have  been  the  back  \vall  or 

yiv/  iti^   /scene  through  which  the  actors  made  some  of  their  entrances 

A  ^^  J  and  exits,  because  both  Pollux  (iv.  124,  126)  and  Vitruvius 

^^Y^      '   \(v.  6)  testify  that  the  back  wall  of  the  stage  had  three  doors, 

o'  ''I^^^  /whereas  the  proscenium  has  only  one.  Further,  there  is  an  ob- 
jection to  the  theory  that  the  actors  performed  in  the  orchestra, 
to  which  no  satisfactory  reply  is  as  yet  forthcoming.  The 
chorus,  when,  during  the  dialogue,  it  was  drawn  up  in  a  solid 
body  in  front  of  the  actors,  would  completely  block  the  view  of 
the  occupants  of  the  lowest  row  of  seats  (Fig.  38),  and  the  lowest 
seats  were  those  occupied  by  the  most  distinguished  persons, 
and  assigned,  as  a  great  honour  (proedria),  to  their  occupants. 
Nor  is  this  objection  met  by  Dr.  Dorpfeld's  rejoinders  (that  the 
cothurnus  would  lift  the  actor  above  the  choreutse,  and  that 
the  chorus  divided  into  semi-choruses,  which  stood  aside  and 
revealed  the  actors),  for  the  cothurnus  would  only  give  the 

the  steps  of  the  parascenia  doors  have  been  discuvered,  which  oommunicate 
with  the  rooms  behind  the  stage.  Through  these  doors  the  chonu  may 
have  come  from  behind  the  scenes,  when  it  was  time  for  them  to  march 
along  the  parodos  on  to  the  orchestra. 

^  Hence,  in  the  text  is  given  a  brief  summary  of  the  dispute  as  to  the 
place  of  the  actors.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  assign  the  various 
arguments  to  their  respective  authors,  Prof.  Jebb,  Mr.  Haigh,  Mr.  £.  A. 
Gardner,  Mr.  H.  Richards,  and  others. 
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spectators  a  view  of  the  tragic  actor's  head  (with  occasional 

glimpses  of  his  body),  and  the  comic  actor,  having  no  cothurnus, 

and  having  a  chorus  of  twenty-four,  would  be  quite  invisible ; 

while,  as  to  the  semi-choruses,  the  chorus  was  divided,  but 

rarely,  and  then  not  during  dialogue.    We  have  evidence  (Anon. 

de  Com.^  Dindf.  Prol-egom.  de  Com,  p.  29 ;  Vit  Aristoph,  ibid., 

p.  36 ;  Schol.  Ar.  Equit  505)  to  show  that  the  chorus  stood  in 

rectangular  formation  in  ^nt  of  the  actors ;  and  wherever  the 

supposed  semi-choruses  stood,  in  an  orchestra  surrounded  by 

spectators  they  must  equally  have  blocked  somebody's  view. 

Again,  if  the  actors,  being  in  the  orchestra,  acted  in  front  of 

the  proscenium,  then,  as  the  latter  is  practically  a  tangent  to 

the  circle  of  the  orchestra,  the  actors  would  at  one  moment  be 

within  and  at  another  without  the  circle.     This  is  improbable, 

partly  because  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Greeks,  with  their  notion  ^    ^  ^  /^^  • 

of  limit,  would  have  allowed  the  actors  to  encroach  on  the  '^   e«  /«**• 

circle  sacred  to  the  cyclic  dances,  and  partly  because  the  orchestra   ^*^  *^  gU^i^ ' 

seems  to'liave  been  surrounded  by  a  wall  (Fig.  38),  over  which  y.  ^r^^^ 

it  would  have  been  awkward  for'anT'aclo^  to  be  perpetually  ^^^^^     ^ 

climbing  (in  cothurni).  /\t.^ o  jl    i >  y  -^ ' '  */' 

But  the  theory  that  the  actors  performed  in  the  orchestra^  is  ' 

only  an  inference,  a  mere  inference.  It  is  not  an  inference 
from  a  great  body  of  evidence  or  a  large  number  of  facts ;  it  is 
an  inference  from  one  premiss,  and  one  premiss  only.  That 
premiss  is  that  the  proscenium  at  Epidaurus  (and  elsewhere) 
"  cannot "  have  been  a  stage.  What,  then,  is  the  evidence  for 
that  premiss  ?  There  is  no  evidence  for  it ;  there  is  simply  the 
opinion — entitled  to  all  respect — expressed  by  Dr.  Dorpfeld, 
that  the  proscenium  is  too  high,  and  too  narrow  to  have  ever 
been  a  stage.  There  is  no  evidence  for  this  solitary  premiss, 
but  there  is  evidence  against  it — definite  and  explicit  evidence. 
Vitruvius  (v.  7)  gives  a  description  which  is  unanimously  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  description  of  such  a  proscenium  as  actually 
exists  at  Epidaurus  and  elsewhere,  and  he  says  explicitly  that 
the  actors  performed  on  (not  in  front  of)  that  proscenium. 
He  is  speaking  of  the  performances  of  Greek  plays  in  Greek 
theatres,  performances  which  he  had  doubtless  witnessed  many 
times.  We  have,  therefore,  the  testimony  of  an  eye-witness, 
that  about  A.D.  20,  the  actors  performed  on,  and  not  in  front  of, 
the  proscenium.  In  fine,  at  that  time,  at  any  rate,  the  pro- 
scenium was  a  stage.  It  is  expressly  called  by  Vitruvius  a  Aoy- 
€i6v.  Its  function  was  to  raise  the  actors.  But  now,  there  are 
a  number'  of  ancient  proscenia  still  existing,  which  range  in 
date  fromi  the  time  of  Vitruvius  to  the  fourth  century  B.c.     At 
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Eretria,  for  instance,  not  only  has  the  proscenium  been  dis- 
covered, but  the  doors  of  the  dressing-room  opening  on  to  it^ 
as  they  should,  if  it  is  the  stage.  And,  to  place  the  matter 
beyond  possibility  of  doubt,  an  inscription  has  recently  been 
found  in  the  theatre  of  Deloe,  which  identifies  the  proscenium 
of  that  theatre  with  the  X,oy€lov.  It  follows,  therefore,  that^ 
throughout  the  first  four  centuries  B.C.,  the  actors  performed 
on  an  elevated  stage,  on  the  proscenium,  which  is  identified, 
beyond  doubt,  with  the  Xoyciov,  the  actors'  speaking-place.  So 
much  for  the  evidence  of  the  proscenia  themselves.  But 
further,  there  are  a  number  of  vases,  belonging  to  the  first  tfuee 
^c^ntHSif^jBjC.,  and  coming  from  lower  Italy,  bearing  represen- 
tations of  theatrical  performances,  in  which  a  raised  stage  is 
depicted,  and  the  actors  are  represented  as  being  on  the  stage 
(Figs.  39  and  40).  To  say  that  these  vases  do  not  represent  the 
Greek  type  of  theatre  is  to  beg  the  question  :  they  come  from 
Magna  Grsecia,  they  represent  the  performances  given  to  a  people 
Greek  in  their  habits,  and  the  stages  depicted  bear  in  some 
cases,  on  their  front  walls,  the  same  kind  of  decorations  as  occur 
on  the  front  walls  of  proscenia  which  are  admittedly  Greek. 

To  these  two  parallel  lines  of  evidence,  drawn  from  the 
monuments  themselves  and  from  the  vases,  a  third  remains  to 
be  added,  strong  enough  in  itself  to  prove  the  existence  of  a 
raised  stage.  This  is  the  literary  evidence.  It  consists  of  a 
series  of  passages  (Hesych.,  Suid.  and  Phot  s,v.  oKpifiasy  ScholL 
ad.  Ar.  £q.  149, 505  ;  Raiu  181,  297  ;  Pax  234,  727  ;  Lyg,  321  ; 
Dindf.  ProlL  de  Comm.  pp.  21,  29,  36 ;  Diibner  Proll.  de  Com., 
p.  20;  Plut  Dem,  34;  Tkes,  16;  Phrynichus,  p.  163,  Lobeck; 
Poll  iv.  123  ;  Horace,  A.P,  279),  in  which  the  writers  say,- or 
clearly  imply,  that  the  acting-place  Avas  distinct  from  the 
orchestra,  and  raised  above  the  level  of  the  orchestra.  Most  of 
these  writers  lived  when  Greek  plays  were  performed  in  Greek 
theatres,  and  those  who  did  not,  derived  their  tradition  from 
those  who  did.  This  line  of  evidence,  which  stretches  back  to 
the  third  century  ac,  may  be,  with  great  probability,  continued 
into  the  fourth,  for  Aristotle,  in  the  Poetics,  repeatedly  (13.6, 
16.1,  24.4,  24.8)  uses  the  phrase,  cxt  rQ$  ctk^i^s,  in  which 
a-Krivrf  can  scarcely  mean  the  orchestra,  or  any  part  of  it,  and 
ciri  naturally  means  *'  on,"  and  implies  elevation.  In  this  case 
the  phrase  dirh  criciyv^s,  which  occurs  twice  in  the  Poetiea,  will 
resemble  our  expressions,  ''speaking  from  a  platform,"  or  ''from 
the  stage." 

There  remains  the  question  of  the  steps  by  which  communi- 
cation, when  necessary,  was  effected  between  the  stage  and  the 
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orchestra.  Some  of  the  existmg  proscenia  are  admitted  to  have 
had  no  permanent  steps^  because  steps  would  have  concealed 
the  permanent  decorations  on  the  front  of  the  proscenia. 
Others,  again,  have  been  recently  discovered,  cg.y  at  Tralles 
and  Magnesia  (though  these  are  late  and  peculiar  in  construc- 
tion), which  have  a  double  flight  of  steps,  leading  up  from  the 
orchestra  to  the  proscenium;  and  Dr.  Dorpfeld  admits,  that 
one  of  these  was  a  stage  ten  feet  high,  on  which  the  actors  per- 
formed. The  evidence  of  the  vases  is  of  the  same  nature  :  some 
of  the  stages  are  represented  as  having  steps  (Fig.  40),  others 
as  having  none  (Fig.  39).  The  literary  evidence  also  tends  in 
the  same  direction.  Two  writers  (Poll.  iv.  127  ;  AtheuBeus,  de 
Mach.  p.  29)  compare  the  stage  steps  to  scaling-ladders,  which 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  stage  steps  were  temporary,  and 
easily  removed.  The  inference  from  all  three  classes  of  evi- 
y  i  I  ^    dence  then  is,  that,  where  there  were   no  permanent  steps, 

OX*'  ^."^  ^  wooden  steps  were  employed  in  those  plays  which  r^uired 
^/^***r.  th§Lni'  The  objection  that  the  temporaiy  steps  would  conceal 
/  ^^ '  "  (temporarily)  the    decorations   of   the   proscenium  has   little 

weight     The  argument  that  the  wooden  steps  would  stretch 
a  long  way  into  the  orchestra  depends  for  its  value  on  how 
much  room  the  chorus  wanted  for  its  performances   in  the 
J  orchestra,  and  we  are  ignorant  on  that  point     But  the  exiat- 
I  ence  of  permanent  steps  at  Tralles  and  Magnesia   (to  say 
f  nothing  of  Megalopolis)  shows  that  it  was  not  impossible  for 
I   temporary  steps  to  be  used  elsewhere.    Finally,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  stage  steps  referred  to  by  Pollux  and  AthensBus 
were  not  steps  from  the  stage  to  the  orchestra,  but  such  as  the 
Psedagogue,  in  Phaen.  190,  sets  for  Antigone  to  mount  from  the 
street  to  the  palace  roof.     But,  even  if  these  steps  resembled 
scaling-ladders,  so  also  may  the  steps  from  the  stage  to  the 
orchestra.     It  is,  however,  more  likely  that  AthensBUS,  seek- 
ing to  make  clear  to  his  readers  the  nature  of  the  military 
ladder,  would  refer  to  something  comparatively  familiar,  such 
as  the  steps  from  stage  to   orchestra,  than  to  something  so 
extremely  rare,  as  a  ladder  carried  by  a  tragic  actor. 

There  is  evidence,  then,  to  show  that,  during  the  first  four 
centuries  b.o.,  there  was  a  raised  stage  having  communication, 
permanent  or  temporary,  with  the  orchestra.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  solitary  premiss  on  which  the  opposite  view  is 
based — Dr.  Dorpfeld's  opinion  that  a  stage  twelve  feet  high  is 
an  impossibility — has  been  somewhat  weakened  by  Dr.  Dbrp- 
'  feld's  admission  that^one  such  stage  exists  as  a  fact     But  if 

^  the  stage  of  the  Greek  theatre  was  a  raised  stage  during  the 
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first  four  centuries,  the  presumption  is  that  it  was  a  raised 
stage  in  the  fifth  century  ac.  also.  And  this  presumption  is 
materially  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  writers  referred  to 
in  the  last  paragraph  but  one  believed  that  the  stage  of  the 
fifth  century  was  an  elevated  stage. 

To  these  writers  we  may  now  add  the  testimony  of  Plato 
(Symp.  194A),  who  speaks  of  a  tragic  poet  as  dvaPaivovro^ 
eirl  OKpi^avra  lura  rtav  VTroKpvrCiv,  That  the  oKpCpas  was 
something  raised  is  universally  admitted.  That  it  was  the 
OvfiiXr)  (altar)  is  a  modem  conjecture,  supported  by  no  testi- 
mony, ancient  or  otherwise.  But  the  Lexicon  of  TimsBUs 
identifies  it  with  the  Aoycibv,  and  the  inscription  in  the 
theatre  of  Delos  identifies  the  koyelov  with  the  proscenium. 
Further,  the  verb  ava^aiv€iv^  used  by  Plato,  is  the  word  used 
by  Aristophanes  of  an  actor  making  his  appearance  on  the 
stage,  as  the  opposite,  fcarajSatvctv,  is  used  in  the  sense  of 
"exit"  {Eq,  148;  Vespce^  1342  and  1514;^  Aeh,  732;  Ecd. 
1 152);  and  these  verbs,  literally  meaning  to  ascend  and 
descend  respectively,  could  not  have  acquired  the  meanings 
of  "  come  on  "  and  **  exit,"  unless  the  actor  had,  originally,  at 
any  rate,  had  to  ascend  an  elevation,  in  order  to  become  and 
remain  visible  to  the  spectators,  and  to  descend,  in  order  to 
disappear.  If,  as  has  been  objected,  the  actor  only  remained 
on  the  elevation  whilst  speaking,  the  verbs  would  only  have 
acquired  the  meaning  of  "  speaking "  and  "  ceasing  to  speak," 
not  "  enter  "  and  "  exit." 

As  for  the  evidence  of  the  theatres  themselves,  it  is  generally 
agreed  that  there  is  no  stone  proscenium  dating  from  the  fifth 
century,  and  that  the  proscenia  (if  any)  of  that  age  must  have 
been  made  of  wood.  Now,  as  wood  perishes  so  easily,  the 
absence  of  wooden  proscenia  from  the  remains  would  be  no  ^:^ 
argument  against  their  having  once  existed.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  at  Sicyon,  traces  of  an  earlier  wooden  proscenium  have 
been  discovered  beneath  the  foundations  of  the  later  pro- 
scenium, and  at  Megalopolis  also  similar  traces  have  been 
found. 

We  may,  then,  reasonably  suppose  that  there  was  an  elevated 
wooden  stage  in  the  theatres  of  the  fifth  century  b.c.  It  does 
not,  however,  follow  from  this  that  the  wooden  stage  was  of 
exactly  the  same  height  as  the  stone  proscenia.  Such  evidence 
as  we  have  points  the  other  way.     Pollux  says  that,  before 

'   Vt9p,  1 514 : — Korapariw  may  mean  deteendendum  eit  4n  eertamen,  but 
ia  more  naturally  taken  in  its  literal  sense. 
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Thespis,  it  was  on  a  dresser  (cAco^)  that  the  actor  mounted ; 
Horace,  in  his  line  ''dicitur  et  plaustris  vexiase  poemata 
Thespis,"  seems  to  allude  to  a  tradition  that  Thespis  acted  on 
a  waggon ;  and  his  statement  that  iEschylus  "  modicU  instravit 
pulpita  tignis,"  implies  that  the  stage  of  iEschylus  was  lower 
than  that  of  subsequent  tragedians.  Now,  whatever  the  sources 
of  these  traditions — that  of  Pollux  has  been  supposed  to  be  a 
comedy  burlesquing  the  origins  of  tragedy,  a  hypothesis  which 
fails,  however,  to  account  for  the  other  two  traditions — they 
do  harmonise  with  the  history  of  tragedy  as  known  to  us.  In 
the  beginning,  the  chorus  was  everything ;  tragedy  was  an 
affair  between  the  chorus  and  its  leader.  Then  an  actor  was 
introduced,  then  a  second,  then  a  third ;  and  the  chorus'  ocm- 
cem  in  the  action  of  the  play  was  proportionately  diminished 
at  each  step,  until,  in  the  plays  of  Euripides,  the  chorus  is  an 
encumbrance,  destructive  of  dramatic  illusion,  which  he  cannot 
suppress,  but  does  try  to  ignore.  Parallel  with  this  process  in 
the  internal  development  of  the  drama,  we  have  a  similar  develop- 
ment of  the  stage,  which,  as  being  the  acting-place,  increases  in 
importance  with  the  increasing  importance  of  the  actors.  When 
there  was  no  actor,  there  was  no  stage,  but  a  dresser  or  waggon. 
The  single  actor  performed  on  a  stage  of  '*modicis  tignis," 
which  allowed  of  easy  and  ready  communication  between 
actor  and  chorus ;  and  the  plays  of  Euripides,  which  require 
the  chorus  to  be  ignored  as  far  as  possible,  were  performed  on 
a  stage  so  high  that  the  spectator,  to  see  the  actors,  must  over- 
look the  choreutae. 

As  yet,  nothing  has  been  said  of  the  evidence  to  be  drawn 
from  individual  plays  themselves,  or  particular  passages  in  those 
plays;  the  reason  is  that  the  evidence  is  not,  and  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  cannot  be,  conclusive.  Let  it  be  granted 
that  the  action  of  a  play  requires,  at  certain  points,  contact 
between  the  actors  and  the  choreutae :  it  does  not  therefore  follow 
that  there  was  no  stage,  and  that  the  actors  were  always  in  the 
orchestra.  That  hypothesis  would  indeed  account  for  the  facts 
of  the  case ;  but  the  facts  are  eqiially  well  explained  by  the 
assumption  that  the  stage  was  low,  and  communication  easy. 
However,  for  the  sake  of  completeness,  let  us  inquire  whether 
there  is  anything  in  the  practice  of  the  Athenian  stage,  as  indi- 
cated in  the  extant  plays  of  the  period,  which  is  inconsistent, 
even  with  a  stage  ten  feet  deep  and  twelve  feet  above  the 
orchestra.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  the  cases  in  which  the 
chorus  undoubtedly  did  come  on  by  the  stage  and  descend  into 
the  orchestra ;  or  ascend  from  the  orchestra,  and  make  their 
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exit  by  either  the  central  door  in  the  scene,  or  by  one  of  the 
side  exits.  ^  The  entrance  or  exit  of  the  chorus  by  the  central 
door,  and  the  steps  opposite  it,  which  led  to  the  orchestra,  causes 
no  difficulty ;  and  on  a  stage  fifty  feet  long,  a  chorus  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  people  could  have  had  no  difficulty  in  filing  out  by  a 
side  exit.  Indeed,  it  is  obvious  that,  if  they  stood  in  a  row, 
even  half  the  length  of  the  stage  would  suffice  to  accommodate 
them  all,  and  yet  leave  room  for  the  actors.  If,  therefore,  it 
is  necessary  to  believe,  that  in  the  Suppliant  Women  of  Euri- 
pides the  chorus  did  actually  embrace  the  knees  of  ^thra 
(1.  8),  there  would  certainly  be  room  on  the  stage  for  the  whole 
of  the  chorus  ;  as  also,  in  the  Orestes^  round  the  bed  of  the  hero, 
especially  if  half  the  chorus  were  on  one  side  of  ^thra  or 
Orestes,  and  half  on  the  other.  In  fine,  we  may  conclude  that, 
as  regards  tragedy,  a  stage  the  size  of  that  at  Epidaurus  was 
amply  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  chorus  on  the  com- 
paratively rare  occasions  when  it  was  necessary  for  the  chorus 
to  appear  upon  the  stage.  These  occasions  we  have  carefully  to 
distinguish  from  the  passages  in  which  the  leader  of  the  chorus 
takes  a  part  in  the  dialogue  of  the  play.  Where  the  leader  of 
the  chorus  stood,  then,  is  matter  for  conjecture :  hardly  in  the 
orchestra,  for  not  only  would  he  be  too  far  below  and  too  far 
away  from  the  actors,  but  he  would  have  to  turn  his  back  on 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  audience.  Whether  he  stood  on  the 
steps  which  led  from  the  orchestra  to  the  stage,  or  on  the  stage 
itself,  there  is  nothing  to  show.  But  the  latter  position  in  a 
theatre  as  large  and  as  open  as  were  Greek  theatres,  was  obvi- 
ously recommended  by  the  necessity  under  which  actors  lay  of 
turning  their  faces  to  the  audience,  and  not  sideways,  in  order 
that  their  voices  might  travel  to  the  whole  of  the  spectators  as 
they  sat  on  the  hillside. 

We  next  have  to  consider  how  far  a  stage  only  ten  feet  deep 
could  accommodate  a  comic  chorus  of  twenty-four  persons,  and 
afford  space  for  the  lively  part  which  the  comic  chorus  takes  in 
the  action  of  the  play.  There  is  a  well-known  passage  in  the 
Knights  of  Aristophanes, ^  which  reads  as  though  the  chorus 
chased  and  buffeted  Cleon  on  the  stage ;  another  in  the  Achar- 
niaus,^  where  one-half  of  the  chorus  seems  to  struggle  on  the 
stage  with  the  other  half;  and  either  passage  is  enough  to 
indicate  that  a  ten-foot  stage  would  be  inadequate  for  the  action 

*  E.g,,  JEiach.  Sum,  185 ;  Cka,  10 ;  Per^  1068  ;  cf.  1076  ;  Eur.  Hd.  327- 
385,  315-527  ;  other  instances  are  quoted  in  Herm.  O,  A,  iiL  126,  but 
admit  of  explanation. 

'  247  irate  waU  rhv  TOMOvpyw,  jc.t.X.  '  563  flf. 
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required.  But  a  closer  examination  of  the  passages  referred  to 
will  show  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  assume  that  the  chorus 
ascended  the  stage.  In  the  Achamians,  the  struggle  between 
the  two  halves  of  the  chorus  took  place  in  the  orchestra,  and 
was  a  struggle  on  one  side  to  mount  the  stage,  and  on  the  other 
to  prevent  the  ascent  In  the  Knighte,  there  is  a  clear  indica- 
tion ^  that  it  was  by  the  pair  of  conspirators,  Demosthenes  and 
the  sausage-seller,  that  Gleon  was  buffeted,  while  the  chorus  in 
the  orchestra  below  only  contributed  threatening  gestures  and 
criea^ 

Finally,  there  are  passages  in  which  the  actors  seem  to  have 
been  in  the  orchestra,  and  not  on  the  stage.  Such  are  the 
passage  in  the  Frogs  (297),  already  referred  to ;  or  that  in  the 
Peace  (905),  where  Trygseus  apparently  delivers  Theoria  into 
the  hands  of  the  Prytanis  as  he  sat  in  his  reserved  seat.  On 
the  one  hand,  it  is  quite  possible  to  maintain  ^  that  the  action 
here  was  only  make-believe,  and  was  not  actually  carried  out.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  would  undoubtedly  add  much  to  the  humour 
of  the  scene,  if,  for  instance,  in  the  Frogs,  Dionysus  did 
really  rush  up  to  his  own  priest ;  and  it  was  not  impossible  or 
difficult  for  a  comic  actor,  in  sock  not  buskin,  to  descend  into 
the  orchestra. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  evidence  of  the  plays  is  not  incompa- 
tible with  the  assumption,  even  of  a  "  Vitruvian  stage ; "  but  this 
fact  is  not  conclusive,  because  the  plays  are  also  reconcilable 
with  the  assumption  that  the  acting-place  was  on  a  level  with 
the  orchestra.  The  evident  pains,  however,  which  are  taken 
to  prevent  the  chorus  in  the  Knights,  Achamians,  and  Wasps 
from  actually  coming  to  blows  with  the  actors,  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  in  Aristophanes'  time,  at  any  rate,  communication 

^  257  wf  if^*  AwSpiMr  T&rrofiai  ^wufiorCav, 

'  The  other  passages,  which  seem  (but  fail)  to  show  the  chorus  in  motion 
on  the  stage,  are :  Ar.  Av,  353-400,  where  the  chorus  only  threaten  the 
stage,  and  do  not  actually  get  on  to  it ;  Vetp,  403-458,  where  again  the 
wasps  try  to  swarm  the  stage,  but  only  try ;  Pax^  426-550,  a  difficult 
passage,  resolved  by  224,  which  shows  that  the  cave  was  lower  than  the 
stage,  t.e.,  in  the  orchestra,  and  that  therefore  the  chorus  do  not  mount  the 
stage ;  2^«.  266-326,  476-483,  539-547,  1242,  which  are  all  equally  re- 
concilable with  the  supposition  that  the  chorus  remained  in  the  orchestra^ 
As  for  Ar.  AcK  325,  Eq,  490,  these  passages  only  show  that  the  chorus,  or 
the  leader,  was  near — not  on — the  stage.  As  regards  tragedy,  in  Eur. 
lid.  1627,  and  Suph.  0.  C,  856,  the  leader  alone  need  be  on  the  stage  ;  in 
i^sch.  SepL  95,  and  Supp,  222,  the  chorus  need  only  approach,  not  mount, 
the  stage  ;  in  JSsch.  P,  R,  it  seems  to  me  that  at  129  the  cliorus  enter  the 
orchestra,  and  at  279  appniach  the  stage. 

'  As  has  been  done  :  Amoldt,  CkorparUien  56 ;  Wecklein,  Phil,  Rund- 
tehatLj  1884,  No.  37. 
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was  nob  altogether  easy ;  and  this  harmonises  with  the  theory 
that  the  wooden  stage,  which  in  the  h^ginning  was  low,  gradu- 
ally increased  in  height^  until  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  century  it 
may  have  heen  as  high  as  the  Yitruvian  stage. 

Nor  is  the  evidence  of  the  plays  more  conclusive  as  regards 
stage  machinery  and  appliances,  for  stage  effects  which  could 
not  be  produced  on  a  mere  temporary  wooden  proscenium,  may 
be  explained  as  well  on  the  hypothesis  that  they,  like  Shake- 
speare's scenery,  were  left  to  the  imagination  of  the  spectators, 
as  on  the  theory  that  there  was  no  stage  at  all. 

Finally,  Dr.  Dorpfeld's  idea  that  a  proscenium,  twelve  feet 
high  and  nine  feet  wide,  was  too  high  and  too  narrow  to  be  a  A 
stage,  even  if  it  were  correct — and  all  the  evidence,  as  we  have  I 
seen,  is  against  it — would  not  apply  to  the  fifth  century  b.c., 
for  the  wooden  proscenia  may,  for  anything  we  know,  have 
been  as  low  and  as  ^wide  as  you  pleasa     And,  this  being  so, 
there  is  no  reason  to  infer,  either  that  the  actors  performed  in   . 
the  orchestra,  or  that  a  platform  (Ovfukri)  was  erected  (as  some    \ 
writers  have  supposed)  to  bring  the  chorus  almost  on  to  a  level 
with  the  stage. 


CHAPTER  III 

SCENERY 

With  what  amount  of  scenic  illusion  the  three  great  trage- 
dians put  their  plays  upon  the  stage  is  a  most  interesting 
question.  To  begin  with,  most  of  the  plays  of  iEschylus  can 
have  had  no  scenery  whatever.  Some  were  played  in  the 
open  market-place;  and  even  when  the  orchestra  was  trans- 
ferred, about  B.O.  500,  to  the  Lenseum,  scenery  was  not  forth- 
with introduced.  The  introduction  of  scene-painting  was, 
according  to  Aristotle,  due  to  Sophocles ;  and,  therefore,  if  it 
took  place  during  the  life  of  /Eschylus  at  all,  can  only  have 
occurred  in  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life.  Sophocles'  earliest 
drama  dates  B.a  469,  iEschylus'  last  play,  b.c.  458.  The 
ancient  building,  to  which  the  chorus  in  the  Persce  (produced, 
B.C.  472)  allude,^  must  thus  have  existed  solely  in  the  eye  of 
the  beholder,  and  the  same  was  probably  the  case  with  the 
temple  in  the  Seven  against  Thebes  (produced,  b.o.  467).     The 

*  140  T6d*  ivtibfJLtvoi  ariyin  dpxcuoyf  and  the  xputrecxrTAX/iouf  d6fiovt  of 
I59i  ^cre  put  on  the  stage  at  no  other  cost  than  that  of  the  poet's 
imagination. 
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date  of  the  Prometheus  Bound  is  unknown,  but  it  is  plainly 
impossible  to  maintain  ^  that  within  ten  years  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  scene  painting  a  play  ended  with  a  tremendous  scenic 
spectacle,  in  which  the  rock  of  Prometheus  splits  to  the 
accompaniment  of  (stage)  thunder  and  lightning,  and  Prome- 
theus himself  disappeared  before  the  eyes  of  the  spectators.  In- 
deed, we  may  go  further,  and  say  that^  not  even  the  dullest  of 
antiquaries  could  be  excused  for  imagining  that,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  play,  Prometheus  was  realistically  hammered  wi^  stage 
nails  on  to  a  stage  rock.  The  fact  that  Hephaestus  carefully 
explains,  in  set  words,  that  he  is  now  about  to  nail  Prometheus 
to  this  inhuman  rock,  is  itself  plain  proof  that  he  was  going  to 
leave  the  proceeding  to  the  imagination  of  the  audience — else, 
why  explain  so  carefully?  We  know  that  Shakespeare  was 
spared  Uie  limeHght,  and  that  is  precisely  the  reason  why  we 
are  fortunate  enough  to  possess  the  lines — 

'*  How  sweet  the  moonlight  sleeps  upon  this  bank.  .  .  . 
Look  how  the  floor  of  heaven 
Is  thick  inlaid  with  patines  of  bright  gold."  ' 

Shakespeare  could  not  have  written  up  the  hme-light  in  that 
way.  So,  too,  when  iEschylus^  described  the  thunder  and 
lightning  which  were  to  overwhelm  Prometheus,  and  tlie  chasm 
which  was  to  engulf  Prometheus,  and  the  rock  on  which  he  was 
bound,  he  was  writing  as  a  poet»  not  as  the  composer  of  the 
"puff  preliminary."  But  why  confine  ourselves,  in  drawing 
inferences,  to  a  single  passage  in  the  play  ?  If  the  passage  just 
alluded  to  may  be  legitimately  used  to  illustrate  the  stage  of 
iEschylus,  why  not  also  that  ^  in  which  he  describes  an  earth- 

^  As  is  done  in  Hermann  (?.  A,  iii.  i  I3i  n.  3,  ou  the  strength  of  P.  F. 
1018  (quoted  below).  *  Merchant  of  Venice^  t.  i. 

»  P.  V,  1018  :— 

TLpGhu  fAh  Tdp  dxplda 
^dpayya  fip»r-g  xal  Kepawlqi  ^\oyl 
llar^p  <ntap6i€i  n^vde,  koI  Kp&if^€i  S4/Mi 
T6  ffbWf  rerfnia  d*  dyKdXri  ac  ^iurrdffti, 

*  P.  K.  1080  :— 

Kai  lu^p  fpy^  f^obK  iri  fAvBt^ 
^Biitp  ff€<r6X€vrai 
Bpox^a  9'  ^i»  TafiOfivKarai 
Bfiomifs,  i\iK€S  S'  iKXd/ATown 
^T€porffs  fdvupoi,  trrpdy^oi.  hk  k^ip 
^IXiffffovct,  aKLprrd  3'  dwifuaw 
llvv^iuiTa  wdyrtaWf  e^t  dXXiyXa 
Srdirty  dwrlwyow  diro6€iKv6/iepa 
Si/rrerdpoirrcu  5'  alffiip  «-6rTV. 
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quake?  If  it  be  replied  that  the  reason  for  not  taking  this 
passage  as  a  literal  description  of  stage  effects  actually  produced 
in  the  time  of  ^Eschylus,  is  that  they  were  then  impossible, 
and  if  the  bounds  of  possibility  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  sole 
limits  which  the  Three  recognised  in  staging  their  plays,  it  will 
follow  that  the  opening  scene  of  the  Ajax  of  Sophocles  was  staged 
with — real  sheep !  They  were  plenty  in  Athens.  There  would 
be  the  victims  offered  on  the  ^/xcAij ;  and,  if  further  proof 
is  necessary,  we  may  refer  to  a  passage,  which  antiquaries  have 
not  yet  utilised,  in  which  a  real  sheep  was  brought  on  the  \ 
Athenian  stage  by  Aristophanes  (Peace,  1020). 

But  if  we  prefer  to  hold  that  the  LensBum  and  the  Lyceum 
(Loudon)  were  conducted  on  different  principles,  we  shall  be- 
lieve that  the  dramatists  who  required  their  audience  to 
imagine  that  it  was  the  dead  of  night,  when  it  was  really  broad 
day,^  were  also  capable  of  describing  storms,^  destructions  of 
cities,^  &c.,  which  they  left  to  the  imagination  of  the  audience, 
and  not  to  the  ap\jLr€Kruiv  of  the  theatre,  to  realise.  We  shall 
believe  that  the  poet,  who  left  the  lightning  to  be  supplied  by 
the  spectators,  left  also  the  thunder,  and  that  the  machine  for 
producing  stage-thunder  ^  was  the  invention  of  a  later  age.  We 
shall  take  it  as  a  general  rule  that  a  set  description  of  a  possible 
(or  impossible)  stage  effect  was  iutended  by  the  dramatist  as  a 
deliberate  substitute  for  a  set  piece.  We  must,  consequently, 
decline  to  admit  that,  in  the  Suppliant  Women  ^  of  Euripides, 
Evadne  actually  threw  herself  from  a  rock,  or  even  had  any 
stage-rock  to  throw  herself  from.  In  the  theatres  with  per- 
manent stone  stages,  which  Pollux  and  Yitruvius  knew  in  later 
times,  the  back  of  the  stage  was  doubtless  built  in  two  or  three 
storeys,  and,  doubtless,  also,  in  post-classical  revivals  of  the 
Aga^memnon,  the  appearance  of  the  watchman  on  the  didegia  ^ 
was  an  unrivalled  attraction.^    But  in  the  time  of  iSschylus,  we 

*  E.g,,  Eur.  ^54;  Ar.  Nvb,  2.  »  Soph.  0.  (7.  1502. 

'  Eur.  TroaA.  1320.  ^  Ibid.  loi^,  1045,  1069. 

*  PoU.  iv.  130,  j^porrecox.  If  we  may  trust  the  writer  de  Comced.  (ed. 
Dubner),  xx.  28,  x^^P^'-'^^'^'^V  '^^P^*  stage-lightning,  was  also  invented. 
Whether  it  was  produced  by  means  of  torches,  as  Muhl  suggests,  or  other- 
wise, as  Lohde,  is  of  little  interest.  Stage-lightning  in  an  open-air  theatre 
wiU  hardly  be  considered  as  a  worthy  or  likely  part  of  the  scenic  effects  at 
the  command  of  iEschylus  or  Sophocles. 

*  FolL  iv.  129,  Tj  di  Btareyla  Tori  fikv  h  olK(p  PaaiKeltfi  Siifpet  dittfxdTWVf 
dtop  d0'  o5  if  ^otiflaffais  ii  *APTiy6pri  j^Xirei  rbv  irrparbv — Pollux  refers  to 
Phoen,  89 — Tvrk  bk  kqX  xipafun  d<f>*  o9  pdXkowrt  rtf  Kepdfup — ^to  Eur.  Or.  1 567. 

^  The  same  considerations  apply  to  Vitruv.  v.  6,  8 ;  Poll.  iv.  129,  ip  hi 
KUfUfiil^  dir6  Tijt  Ucreylat  wopvofioaKol  ri  KaTmrreiwcv,  k.  r.  X.,  and  Ar. 
Lyt,  864,  874,  883 ;  Ecd,  877,  884,  924,  930,  961 ;  Vup,  379,  387,  396. 
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may  be  sure  that  the  stage  itself  was  regarded,  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  spectators,  as  a  palace-roof,  that  Zeus  and  his  court  of 
attendant  deities  appeared,  in  the  Psychostcuia  of  .JDochylns,  on 
the  ordinary  stage,  and  that  the  0€okoy€iov  in  the  flies,  which 
Pollux  mentions,^  was  post-classical. 

The  7r€piaKroiy  which  belong  to  post-classical  times,  cannot 
be  ascribed,  on  any  evidence,  to  the  age  of  the  three  great 
tragedians,  and  they  evidently  presuppose  something  stronger 
than  a  wooden  stage,  for  they  were  huge  prisms,  revolving  on 
a  pivot,  having  on  each  side  a  different  scene.  One  was  placed 
at  each  side  of  the  stage,  where  the  side  scenes  of  a  modem 
stage  are,  and  they  were  turned  round,  to  indicate  a  change  of 
scene.  On  the  other  hand,  trap-doors  (avairtccr/iaTa)  were 
quite  practicable  in  the  wooden  stage  of  i£schylus,  and  may 
liave  been  used  in  the  PerscBy  though  in  that  play  the  ghost 
of  Darius  might  l^e  supposed  to  have  ascended  by  the  xoLfMovuH 
KAt/iaiccs,  if  we  knew  exactly  what  they  were. 

As  for  the  chariots  in  the  Prometheus,'^  the  Agamemnon,^ 
and  various  plays  of  Euripides,^  which  some  antiquaries  have 
maintained  were  brought  on  the  stage,  we  cannot  but  reflect 
that  their  chariot  wheels  would  drive  somewhat  heavily  up  the 
stairs  which  led  to  the  stage,  and  the  real  horses  we  must  class 
with  the  real  sheep  of  the  Ajax,^ 

Finally,  there  was  no  curtain  in  the  Greek  theatre;  and, 
therefore,  at  the  end  of  the  play,  the  actors  must  have  walked 
off,  and  if  supposed  at  the  beginning  to  be  "  discovered,''  must 
have  walked  on  before  the  eyes  of  the  beholders. 

That  scene  painting  was  introduced  by  Sophocles,  we  have 
the  authority  of  Aristotle  to  show.  That  a  scene  was  really 
used  on  the  ancient  stage  is  perhai>s  more  satisfactorily  guaran- 
teed by  the  great  care  the  ancient  playwrights  took  never  to 

^  Poll.  iv.  130,  dr6  W  roO  0to\oy€lov  tfrrot  inrip  t^p  axrii^  ip  C^i  irn^- 
pwrrcu  Oeolf  us  6  ZeDs  xal  ol  ir€pl  aih-bp  h  ^pvxpirracU^ 

«  284.  »  782. 

^  Tt-o,  568  and  774 ;  El  998,  1135  ;  Iph,  AuL  6ia 

"  A.  Miiller  (Herm.  0.  A,  iii.  134,  n.  i)  agrees  with  Wecklein  {PkiL  Anz, 
xiii.  441),  that  "there  is  nothing  against  the  appearance  of  horses  and 
chariots  on  the  XoyeioPt**  and  regards  iEsch.  Ewn.  405,  xc6Xocs  dx/iolott 
t6pS'  iwij^eij^*  ^XOf't  a*  "  decisive. "  But  the  same  method  of  argument  will 
require  us  to  believe,  that  in  the  P,  V,^  Oceanos  appeared  on  a  pantomime 
griffin,  and  the  words — 

rhv  vrepvyuncij  r^rd'  oIup6p 
ypibfijj  ffTOfiitap  Artp  e^Oiiptop, 

will  be  an  apology  for  the  property-man's  having  omitted  to  provide  it 
with  reins. 
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change  it  When  scenery  is  quite  unknown,  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  playwright  should  not  change  the  scene  with  the 
greatest  frequency,  as  is  done  by  Shakespeare.  But  the  case 
is  different  when  scenery  is  in  its  infancy.  The  difficulty  of 
changing  the  scene  may  be  so  great  as  practically  to  make  a 
change  of  scene  impossible.  It  has  frequently  been  stated 
that  tr€piAKTOi  were  used  on  the  classical  Greek  stage  to  effect 
a  change  of  scenery,  as  regards  the  side  wings,  and  that  a 
curtain  could  be  raised  in  front  of  the  stage,  or  at  least  of  the 
scene,  to  conceal  the  process  of  change  from  the  audience. 
There  is,  however,  as  has  already  been  said,  no  evidence  to 
show,  or  reason  to  make  it  likely,  that  there  was  anything 
in  the  nature  of  side  wings,  or  of  a  curtain,  in  the  time  of  the 
great  tragedians.  It  is,  therefore,  of  interest  to  observe  that 
the  only  instances  in  Greek  drama  in  which  a  change  of  scene 
is  intended  by  the  playwright,  are  the  Eumenidea  of  iEschylus, 
and  the  Ajax^  an  early  play  of  Sophocles.  After  the  time  of 
this  last  play,  no  change  of  scene  was  attempted,  and  about  this 
time  scene  painting  was  introduced.  It  may,  then,  not  be  un<^ 
reasonable  to  infer  a  causal  connection  between  the  two.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  introduction  of  scene 
painting  was  followed  by  the  introduction  of  other  stage 
effects.  In  enumerating  these,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to 
such  stage  devices  as  can  be  shown,  by  contemporary  evidence, 
to  have  been  used  on  the  classical  stage. 

The  first  machine  that  we  have  to  mention  is  the  c/cicvicAi/fux. 
We  probably  have  to  represent  this  to  ourselves  as  a  sort  of 
iarolly,  that  is,  as  a  few  boards  nailed  together,  and  mounted 
on  wheels.  It  was  big  enough,  perhaps,  for  two  or  three 
people  to  stand  on,  or  for  a  chair  to  be  placed  upon  it.  The 
evidence  for  the  use  of  this  machine  in  classical  times  is  to  be 
found  in  two  passages  of  Aristophanes — Thesm.  95  f.,  and  Ach, 
408  f  .^ — while  the  name  and  the  description  rest  on  the  authority 
of  Pollux  iv.  128,  and  various  scholiasts.  The  way  in  which 
it  might  be  used  is  illustrated  by  the  passages  in  Aristophane& 
In  the  first  passage  referred  to,  Euripides  and  Mnesilochus  are 
represented  as  paying  a  visit  to  Agathon.  They  arrive  at  the 
house  at  the  moment  when  Agathon  ia  about  to  come  out. 
"  Hush  1 "  says  Euripides.  "  What  is  it  ? "  says  Mnesilochus. 
"  Agathon  is  coming  out."—"  Agathon  ? " — "  Yes !  there  he  is 
being  wheeled  out."  And  then  Agathon  is  wheeled  oti  to  the 
stage,  accompanied  by  the  chorus.  In  the  scene  which  follows, 
Mnesilochus  is  dressed  up  as  a  woman  by  Agathon,  who  has 
apparently  brought  the  necessary  properties  with  him  on  the 

2  X 
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iKKVKkrifjui.  The  passage  in  the  Achamiann  is  of  precisely  the 
same  nature :  Dicsopolis  calls  on  Euripides,  in  order  to  borrow 
a  dramatic  costume  from  him.  On  a  modem  stage,  after 
DiciBopolis  had  announced  his  intention  of  calling  on  £uripides, 
the  curtain  would  fall,  there  would  be  a  change  of  scene,  and 
the  next  scene  would  represent  the  interior  of  Euripides'  house ; 
Dicffiopolis  would  then  come  on  from  without^  and  the  request 
for  a  costimie,  together  with  the  apparelling  of  Dicaeopolis, 
would  be  represented  as  taking  place  in  the  interior  of  Euri- 
pides' house.  But  the  order  of  things  is  different  in  the 
Achamians.  There,  after  Diceopolis  has  announced  his  in- 
tention of  calling  on  Euripides,  the  scene  remains  unchained : 
DicsBopolis  knocks  at  the  door  of  a  house,  assumed  to  be  that 
of  Euripides,  and  requests  Euripides  to  come  out  to  him  At 
first)  Euripides  declines ;  but  afterwards  he  says  he  will  allow 
himself  to  be  wheeled  out  And  then  follows  a  scene  which 
would  naturally  take  place  in  the  house,  but  actually  occurs 
outside  the  house.  The  only  conclusion  which  it  is  possible  to 
draw  from  this  is,  that  the  eccyclema  was  employed  to  obviate 
the  necessity  of  a  change  of  scene.  What  took  place  on  the 
eccyclema  was  conventionally  regarded  as  happening  in  an 
interior.  The  scene  was  not  changed,  but  the  appearance  of 
the  €KKVKX.7iim  was  an  indication  to  the  audience  that  they 
were  to  imagine  that  a  change  of  scene  had  taken  place ;  and 
when  the  machine  was  pulled  0%  the  spectators  knew  that  the 
scene  was  again  supposed  to  change.  How  far  the  appearance 
of  the  €KKVK\'qfjM  helped  the  imagination  of  the  spectators  is 
matter  for  conjecture.  In  the  71ie9mop?un'umuoB,  a  bed  is  men- 
tioned, and  the  appearance  of  a  bed  would  be  quite  enough  to 
notify  the  audience  that  the  interior  of  a  house  was  supposed 
to  be  before  them.  It  seems,  further,  in  accordance  with  the 
primitive  nature  of  this  contrivance,  that,  beyond  the  presence 
on  the  eKKVKkrffM  of  a  few  articles  of  furniture,  such  as  would 
serve  to  characterise  an  interior,  no  attempt  would  be  made  to 
present  a  real  room  to  the  eyes  of  the  spectator.  Exactly  the 
same  reticence  with  regard  to  the  furniture  is  observed  on  vase- 
paintings  which  represent  interiors. 

The  use  of  the  iKKVKkrjfm  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been 
confined  to  comedy.  We  may  be  sure  that  in  the  two  pas- 
sages just  discussed,  Aristophanes  was  parodying  something  in 
tragedy,  and  as  in  both  cases  Euripides  appears,  we  may  feel 
that  there  is  a  reasonable  presumption  that  it  is  the  use  made 
of  the  eccyclema  by  Euripides  that  Aristophanes  is  parodying. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  in  the  Hippolytus,  the  play  whidi  is 
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represented  by  Aristophanes  as  having  provoked  the  women  of 
Athens  to  the  measures  which  he  describes  them  as  meditat- 
ing in  the  TkesmqpIioriaziucBj  that  we  find  a  case  in  which  the 
4KKVKkrifia  may  well  have  been  employed.  The  scene  of  the 
Hippolytus  is  laid  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  temple  of  Artemis 
and  the  palace  of  Theseus;  and  there,  in  the  open  air,  the 
action  of  the  play  takes  place  for  the  first  800  lines.  The 
action  of  the  play,  then,  is  shifted  to  the  interior  of  the  palace, 
but  it  is  clear  from  the  dialogue  that  no  change  is,  or  could  be, 
made  in  the  scenery.  Theseus  bids  the  servants  open  the  doors, 
in  order  that  he  may  see  the  dead  body  of  his  wife,  and  with 
this  intimation  that  the  interior  of  the  palace  is  supposed  to  be 
before  them,  the  spectators  had  to  be  content.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  the  corpse,  extended  on  a  couch,  is  wheeled  on 
to  the  stage  on  the  cKicvxAi^/ia.  Whether  the  €#ckvkAi;/uui  was 
pushed  on  to  the  stage  through  the  door  of  the  palace,  or  from 
the  side  of  the  stage,  it  is  certain  that  it  could  not  be  very 
large;  it  could  not  be  deeper  than  the  stage  itself,  and  the 
Oreek  stage  was  probably  narrow  from  front  to  back.  In  the 
Hercules  Furene  of  Euripides,  we  have  another  instance  of  the 
use  of  the  eKKVKkrffjM  in  the  same  way :  for  the  first  thousand 
lines  the  action  of  the  play  takes  place  in  the  open  air,  then 
shifts  to  the  interior  of  the  palace,  as  was  intimated  to  the 
audience  by  an  exclamation  horn  the  chorus,  who  call  atten- 
tion to  the  opening  of  the  doors  of  the  palace.  The  €KKVKX.rjiJLa  is 
wheeled  on,  and  upon  it  are  Hercules,  and  the  corpses  of  his  wife 
and  children.  In  the  Ajax  of  Sophocles,  we  may  have  another 
instance.  The  scene  is  at  first  the  exterior  of  Ajax'  tent  In 
line  344,  the  chorus  call  on  Tecmessa  to  open  the  tent,  in  order 
that  they  may  see  Ajax ;  and  the  words  with  which  she  in- 
timates, "  I  comply,  and,  lo !  behold  him,"  were  the  signal  for 
the  appearance  of  the  €KKVKXrf[ia  with  Ajax  upon  it.  A  scene 
follows,  which  is  evidently  conceived  as  taking  place  in  the 
interior  of  the  tent^  and  is  terminated  by  the  wonis  in  which 
Ajax  bids  Tecmessa  close  the  tent  (1.  595).  To  these  instances 
of  the  use  of  the  eccyclema,  we  may  add  the  Electra  of 
Sophocles  (1458  f.),  which  resembles  them.  The  instances  of 
its  use  in  the  plays  of  iEschylus  are  by  no  means  so  conclusive. 
It  is,  as  we  have  already  said,  far  from  certain  that  any  of 
.^schylus'  plays  had  scenery  of  any  description,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain, so  far  as  certainty  can  be  attained  in  these  matters,  that  it 
was  only  quite  the  latest  of  his  plays  that  could  have  been 
mounted  with  scenery.  The  date  of  the  introduction  of  the 
iKKVKXrjiM  on  the  stage  is  uncertain.     It  may  be  accidental  and 
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unmeaning  that  it  ia  Euripides'  uae  of  this  machine  that  Aristo- 
phanes parodies ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  impossible  that 
it  was  Euripides  who  introduced  the  UxwckrifMo,  The  idea  of 
the  €KKVKkrifjM  is  80  primitive  and  simple,  or  seems  so  to  us^- 
it  was,  we  must  repeat,  but  a  few  boards  nailed  together,  and  set 
upon  wheels — that  it  may  have  been  hit  upon  before  the  in- 
vention of  scenery ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  so  much 
make-believe  in  a  play  of  iEschylus,  that  the  machine  would 
have  been  almost  superfluous.  But,  as  we  can  reach  no  deci- 
sive consideration  from  a  priori  reasoning,  we  must  consult 
the  plays  themselves.  The  famous  scene  in  the  AgamemtuM, 
where  Clytemestra  describes  how  she  has  murdered  her  husband, 
has  long  been  quoted  as  the  stock  example  of  the  use  of  the 
€KKVKXrifia.  No  change  of  scene  is  supposed  by  commentators, 
or  implied  by  the  poet,  as  taking  place ;  but  it  is  supposed  by 
y     ^  writers  on  antiquities  that  the  bodies  of  Agamemnon  and  Caa- 

Yi/  ^  ^^^  ^     Sandra  were  wheeled  on  to  the  stage,  and  that  Ggaaaadi;^  vented 
^  her  triumph  and  her  insults  over  the  bodies.     In  support  of 

this  view,  expressions  are  pointed  to,  in  which  Clytemestra 
speaks  as  though  the  bodies  were  before  her.  But  such  ex- 
pressions prove  nothing.  Clytemestra,  for  the  information  of 
the  chorus,  is  acting  the  whole  scene  of  the  murder  over  again, 
and  behaves  as  though  the  bodies  were  before  her,  but  it  is 
only  "  as  though.'*  And  what  seems  to  be  conclusive  on  the 
point,  is  that,  not  only  is  there  no  intimation  given  to  the  audi- 
ence that  the  bodies  are  being  brought  on  to  the  stage,  but  the 
chorus  aU  through  speak  and  behave  as  though  Clytemestra 
were  merely  tellmg  them  about  it,  and  they  never  let  fall  any 
remark  which  can  lead  to  the  idea  that  they  themselves  saw 
the  bodies,  or  Were  supposed  by  Clytemestra  to  see  them. 
Nor,  again,  in  the  Choephoriy  is  there  anything  to  compel  us 
to  assume  that  the  iKKVKkrifui  was  used.  When  Clytemestra 
and  iSgisthus  have  been  killed  by  Orestes  behind  the  scenes, 
after  the  declamation  of  an  ode  by  the  chorus,  Orestes  comes 
out  of  the  palace,  or  perhaps  rather  appears  at  the  door  of 
the  palace,  and  calls  the  chorus  to  behold  the  corpsea  But 
all  tiie  needs  of  the  situation  would  be  fully  met  if  the 
corpses  were  left  to  the  imagination  of  the  spectators.  It  is 
necessary,  for  the  action  of  the  play,  that  the  chorus  should  be 
supposed  to  see  the  corpses ;  and  it  is  not  in  the  least  neces- 
sary for  the  understanding  of  the  play  that  the  audience  should 
see  them. 

Finally,  in  this  connection,  we  come  to  the  Mumenidm. 
The  play  opens  with  a  speech  of  the  Pythia,  who  comes  out 
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of  the  temple,  and  describes  the  sight  she  has  seen  in  the 
temple — Orestes,  surrounded  by  the  sleeping  Erinyea  She 
goes  ofif,  and  there  follows  a  dialogue  between  Apollo  and 
Orestes,  in  which  ApoUo  alludes  to  the  presence  of  the  Erinyes. 
From  this  it  has  been  inferred  that,  after  the  exit  of  the  Pythia, 
an  €KKVKkrffMt  was  wheeled  on  to  the  stage,  and  on  it  Apollo, 
Orestes,  and  the  sleeping  Erinyes.  But,  in  the  first  place,  it 
seems  extravagant  to  imagine  an  tKKVKkrffia  so  huge  as  would 
be  necessary  for  a  group  of  this  extent ;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  words  of  the  play  to  necessitate  the 
assumption  that  the  chorus  was  wheeled  on  to  the  stage  in  this 
way.  After  the  exit  of  the  Pythia,  Apollo  and  Orestes  un- 
doubtedly walked,  and  were  not  wheeled,  on  to  the  stage.  The 
flight  of  Orestes  has  already  begun ;  and  Apollo's  reference  to 
the  Erinyes,  as  though  they  were  still  around  Orestes,  would 
be  quite  clear  enough  to  the  audience,  if  accompanied  by  a 
gesture  to  the  door  of  the  temple,  from  which  he  and  Orestes 
have  just  come.  Further,  we  have  to  remember  that  the 
€KKVK\rjfui,  where  it  is  undoubtedly  used,  as  in  the  Ajax,  and 
the  plays  of  Euripides  referred  to,  was  used  because  the  action 
of  the  play  necessitated  a  change  of  scene,  and  the  resources  of 
the  Athenian  stage  did  not  admit  of  a  change  of  scenery.  This 
reflection,  which  is  another  presumption  in  favour  of  supposing 
that  the  use  of  the  €KKVKX.rjfjM  was  introduced  later  than  scenery, 
and  was  later  than  the  time  of  .^chylus,  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  probability  that  scenery  was  not  used  by  ^Eschylus, 
makes  the  use  of  the  iKKVKkrjfm  in  the  Eumerudes  most  unlikely. 
As  we  have  already  said,  scenery  was  first  used  by  Sophocles, 
and,  therefore,  can  only  have  been  used  by  ^Eschylus  in  his 
later  plays,  and  may  very  well  have  never  been  used  by  him. 
Again,  as  long  as  no  scenery  exists,  it  is  easy  for  the  play- 
wright to  get  his  audience  to  imagine  a  change  of  scene ;  but 
when  a  piece  of  scenery  is  actually  before  the  eyes  of  the 
spectators,  the  playwright  is  debarred  from  asking  the  audience 
to  imagine  that  a  totally  diflbrent  scene  is  before  them.  The 
iKKVKkrjiJLa  was  invented  as  a  way  out  of  this  impcuse.  And  it 
is  the  only  way  out  that  we  have  any  reason  to  believe  was 
used  by  the  Three.  Now,  in  the  Eumenides  there  is,  later  in  the 
play,  an  undoubted  change  of  scene,  and  a  change  which  quite 
as  undoubtedly  could  not  have  been  indicated  by  the  use  of  the 
tKKVKkrffMo.  This  fact  renders  it  probable  that  not  even  in  this, 
the  latest  of  his  plays,  did  i^chylus  employ  scenery ;  and  if 
no  scenery,  then  no  iKKVKkqfm, 

The  only  other   machine  which  can  be  ascribed  to  the 
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classical  Greek  stage  is  that  on  which  the  deus  ex  machina 
made  his  appearance  or  disappearance.  He  was  lifted  from 
or  let  down  on  to  the  stage  by  ropes,  which,  in  the  dear  day- 
light, must  have  been  very  visible  to  the  spectators,  and  the 
device  is  to  be  regarded  as  extremely  rude  and  primitive,  when 
compared  with  the  skill  with  which,  in  a  modem  pantomime,  a 
similar  illusion  is  made  to  deceive  the  senses  of  the  spectators. 
The  use  of  this  device  in  classical  times  is  guaranteed  by  a 
passage  of  Plato,  and  by  the  parodies  of  it,  which  appear  in 
comedy.  As  instances  of  parody,  the  reader  will  at  once  call 
to  mind  the  icpcfuC^po,  in  which,  in  the  Clouds^  Socrates  is  made 
to  levitate,  and  the  Beetle,  on  which,  in  the  Peace^  TrygsBus  is 
made  to  soar  to  Olympus.  In  a  fragment  of  the  Dcedaleis  of 
Aristophanes,  we  have  also  an  address  to  the  man  in  charge  of 
the  machinery,  by  which  one  of  the  characters  is  to  be  raised 
aloft,  as  we  also  have  in  the  Peaeef  1 74.  Alexis  also,  another 
comedian,  ridicules  the  use  of  the  machina  on  which  the 
deus  was  made  to  appear.  How  the  Kp€fiA$pa  was  raised  and 
lowered  we  do  not  exactly  know.  When,  as  in  later  times, 
there  was  a  permanent  stone  stage,  with  a  balcony  running 
along  over  the  top  of  the  scene,  the  machine  could,  of  course, 
easily  be  worked  from  the  balcony;  but  in  classical  times, 
when  there  was  only  a  wooden  stage,  and  when  we  have  no 
evidence  to  show  that  there  could  have  been  any  such  balcony, 
we  shall  probably  not  be  far  wrong  in  assuming  that  the 
god  was  raised  and  lowered  by  means  of  a  tall  crane  behind 
the  scene. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  amount  of  scenic  illusion  which  the 
three  great  tragedians  had  at  their  disposal  was  exceedingly 
small.  In  the  time  of  iEschylus,  it  is  probable  that  there  was 
no  scenery  at  all.  After  his  time  there  was  a  scene  (but  no 
side  wings),  which  cotdd  not  be  changed  during  the  course  of 
a  play,  and  which,  owing  to  its  general  character — ^it  repre- 
sented the  exterior  of  a  temple  and  of  a  house,  which  might  be 
any  temple  and  any  house — would  serve  equally  well  for  the 
majority  of  plays  put  upon  the  classical  stage.  At  the  same 
time,  there  were  plays  which  required  a  different  scene,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  Ajax  of  Sophocles,  in  which  the  scene 
represented  was  the  exterior  of  a  tent.  When  the  action  of 
the  play  required  that  the  scene  should  be  shifted  from  the 
exterior  to  the  interior  of  the  palace,  the  audience  were 
simply  expected  to  imagine  that  the  scene  had  been  changed ; 
and,  as  the  reason  why  a  change  of  scene  had  to  be  imagined 
at  all,  was  that  the  author  required  on  the  stage  certain 
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characters,  who,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  could 
not  be  made  to  walk  on  to  the  stase,  such  characters  were 
dragged  on  to  the  stage  on  the  ckkvkXt^/jux.  Lastly,  a  crane 
and  pulley  were  enough  to  let  down  a  god  from  the  sky,  or 
to  lift  him  over  the  scene. 


CHAPTEE  IV 

THE  ACTORS  AND  THEIR  COSTUMES 

It  is  not  merely  consistent  with  the  view  (expressed  in  the  last 
chapter)  of  the  extreme  simplicity  of  the  stage  and  scenery  of 
the  Greek  theatre  in  classical  times,  but  a  confirmation  of  it, 
that  the  costumes  of  the  actors  and  of  the  chorus  were  elaborate 
and  expensive.  The  same  contrast  between  the  bareness  of 
the  stage  and  the  richness  of  the  actors'  dress  characterised 
the  mounting  of  Shakespeare's  plays  in  Shakespeare's  time. 
Before,  however,  describing  the  dress  of  the  actors,  we  must 
first  say  something  of  the  masks  which  were  worn  by  all  charac- 
ters, both  of  tragedy  and  comedy,  at  all  periods  of  the  Greek 
drama.  The  cause  in  which  this  custom  had  its  origin,  is 
plainly  the  fact  that,  on  the  Greek  stage,  one  actor  had  to 
play  many  parts  in  the  same  play,  and  women's  parts  as  well 
as  men's.  The  conditions  which  permitted  it  to  continue, 
even  at  a  time  when  it  might  have  been  expected  to  be  cast 
aside,  were  the  vast  size  of  the  theatre,  the  large  number  of 
the  audience,  and  the  great  distance  between  die  spectators 
and  the  stage. 

The  masks  were  made  of  linen,  sometimes  of  cork,  and  must 
have  been  constructed  on  the  principle  of  a  helmet  and  visor, 
for  they  covered,  not  only  the  face,  but  also  the  head,  both  back 
and  front,  and  were  held  in  position  by  straps  imder  the  chin. 
A  large  number  of  masks  were  kept  in  stock  by  the  property- 
man  for  the  performance  of  tragedy.  They  were  divided  into 
four  kinds,  according  to  the  class  of  character  to  be  presented 
on  the  stage,  viz.,  old  men,  young  men,  attendants,  and  women. 
Each  of  these  four  classes  comprised  a  number  of  different 
specimens  of  its  type.  There  were  six  different  varieties  of  old 
men,  eight  of  yoimg  men,  three  of  attendants,  and  eleven  of 
women.  The  masks  used  in  the  Old  Comedy  had  to  be  made  to 
suit  the  particular  play  which  was  to  be  put  on  the  stage,  as 
caricatures  might  be  required,  and  fantastic  masks  would  cer- 
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tainly  be  wanted.  The  use  in  tragedy  of  the  same  stock  masks 
for  different  plays,  by  different  authors,  would  have  been  im* 
possible,  had  not  there  been  a  constant  reproduction  of  the  same 
type  of  character  in  those  plays.  From  this  point  of  view,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that,  in  the  New  .Comedy,  there  must  have 
been  a  distinct  movement  towards  individualisation  of  character. 
Inhere  were  five  types  of  character,  instead  of  four.  Further,  the 
change  from  heroic  to  domestic  scenes  is  reflected  in  the  sub- 
stitution of  slaves  for  attendants,  in  the  appearance  of  two 
classes  of  women's  masks  instead  of  one,  in  the  increase  of 
young  men's  masks  from  eight  to  eleven,  ancl  in  the  appearance 
of  fourteen  varieties  of  young  women.  The  various  kinds  of 
masks  were  distinguished  by  the  different  treatment  of  the 
brows,  eyebrows,  and  hair.  Each  conventional  variety  of 
character  had  its  stock  mask,  and  was  recognised  by  the 
spectotors,  without  a  programme,  the  moment  it  appeared  on 
the  stage,  just  as  readily  as  the  deities  were  recognised  by 
their  attributes — Heracles  by  his  club,  Apollo  by  his  bow, 
Athena  by  her  aegis. 

In  the  case  of  tragic  masks,  the  hair  was  not  attached  directly 
to  the  top  of  the  mask,  but  to  a  high  triangular  headpiece — ^the 
oyicos — ^which  was  fastened  to  the  top  of  the  mask.  From  the 
oyicos,  which  was  iteelf  concealed  by  the  h^ir,  the  hair  fell  down 
on  both  sides  of  the  brow  (Fig.  4 1 ).  The  object  of  the  oyxos  was 
to  add  to  the  height,  and  therefore  to  the  majesty  of  the  actor. 
It  was  accordingly  taller  in  the  case  of  the  more  important  per- 
sonages, and  uniformly  less  for  female  characters.  Finally,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  set  of  masks,  there  were  special  masks, 
for  the  blind  CEdipus,  for  instence ;  and  in  comedy,  for  the  fan- 
tastic creations,  such  as  the  frogs,  the  wasps,  the  fishes,  <fec.,  of 
the  Old  Comedy. 

The  costume  of  the  Greek  stage,  with  the  exception  of  that 
of  the  fantastic  creations  just  mentioned,  and  of  the  Silenus 
and  satyrs  of  the  Satyric  drama,  was  that  of  ordinary  life.  For 
comedy  this  is  plain,  both  from  the  nature  of  the  scenes 
enacted,  and  from  passages  in  comedy  itself,  and  is  universally 
admitted.  In  tragedy,  however,  the  fact  is  obscured  by  the 
atetemento  of  the  grammarians,  who  have  elaborated  an  extra- 
ordinary wardrobe  for  tragic  actors,  out  of  expressions  in 
tragedy,  which  are,  in  all  probability,  but  poetical  devices, 
to  evade  the  use  of  commonplace  names  of  clothing,  but  have 
been  erroneously  imagined  by  the  grammarians  to  indicate  the 
use  of  special  pieces  of  costume  peculiar  to  the  tragic  stage.  It 
is,  however,  clear  that,  in  the  time  of  iEschylus,  the  linen  chiton 


Fib.  41.— Tbaqio  Aotor.    (Scbkdbui,  n.  9.) 
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predominated.^  From  passages  in  Sophocles,'  it  is  dear  that  the 
garments  worn  by  Jocasta  and  Deianira  were  not  sewn  or  made 
garments,  i.e,,  were  not  the  Ionic  chiton,  but  the  Doric  chiton, 
of  wool,  which  required  to  be  kept  in  their  place  by  means  of 
brooches.  In  Euripides,  the  linen,  Ionic  chiton  again  appears* 
Thus  we  see  that  tragedy  reflects  the  changes  of  costume  which 
were  taking  place  in  ordinary  life :  the  fashion  of  the  linen, 
Ionic  chiton  gives  way  before  the  Doric  garment,  which,  how- 
ever, does  not  entirely  drive  its  rival  out  of  the  field.  It  is,  of 
course,  but  natural  that  tragedy,  though  reflecting  the  costume 
of  ordinary  life,  should  select  that  costume  which  was  most 
appropriate  to  its  own  purposes ;  and  accordingly,  we  find  that 
the  costume  of  tragedy  was  the  costume  worn,  not  every  day, 
but  on  high-days  and  festivals.  The  long  chiton,  reaching  to 
the  feet  (Fig.  41),  and,  therefore,  unsuitable  for  active  exercise 
and  daily  occupations,  was  that  in  which  gorgeous  tragedy  most 
appropriately  came  sweeping  by.  For  precisely  the  same  reason^ 
the  old-fashioned,  majestic  chiton,  girt  in  the  old-fashioned  way, 
close  beneath  the  armpits,  was  retained  by  priests  and  others 
with  solemn  functions  to  perform ;  and  it  is  only  by  a  violent 
emendation,  and  an  improbable  conjecture,  that  the  least 
ground  can  be  obtained  for  maintaining  that  tragedy  borrowed 
oL^JfiiM.^ ,  its  costume  from  the  Hierophants  and  Daduchi  of  the  Eleu- 
IlJ  Sif  sinian  mysteries.  The  only  other  differences  between  the 
costume  of  tragedy  and  that  of  ordinary  life  were  those  dne 
to  the  endeavour  to  increase  the  apparent  height  and  size  of 
the  actor.  Thus,  the  actor  was  padded  out  with  bolsters  and 
cushions  imder  his  chiton;  consequently  an  ample  robe  was 
necessary,  and  the  width  of  the  robe  made  it  possible  to  give 
the  actor  something  much  more  like  sleeves  than  was  the  case 
with  the  ordinary  Greek.  These  sleeves,  again,  were  necessary 
to  cover  the  wrists  of  the  padded  gloves,  which  the  actor  had 
to  wear,  in  oi*der  to  make  his  hands  appear  of  proportionate 
size  to  the  rest  of  his  padded  body.  At  the  same  time,  the 
colours  of  the  tragic  dresses  were  naturally  more  goi^eous  than 
those  of  ordinary  life.  Purple  and  gold,  and  brilliant  white, 
were  appropriate  to  the  more  magnificent  personages,  and  were 
enhanciod  by  the  grey,  green,  blue,  and  black  of  mourners  and 
suppliants,  or  the  ragged  heroes  of  Furipides.  The  gods,  again, 
were  represented  with  their  attributes :  Athend  with  the  SBgis, 
Hermes  with  his  herald's  staff,  Heracles  with  his  club.     Kings 
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had  their  sceptres,  and  other  characters  their  staves,  which 
were  all  the  more  necessary,  because  the  actor  was  elevated  on 
shoes,  with  soles  so  high  that  they  must  have  required  as  much 
skill  to  walk  in  as  would  stilts,  which,  indeed,  titiey  sometimes 
seem  to  have  resembled.  In  the  Satyric  drama,  the  costume  of 
the  Silenus  and  satyrs  requires  notice.  Sometimes  the  Sileni 
are  represented  as  wearing  a  short  chiton,  reaching  to  the  knee, 
made  of  goatskin,  and  hose  of  the  same  material.  Frequently, 
however,  they  are  represented  as  covered  with  some  shaggy 
material,  which  fits  tight  to  the  person,  and  covers  the  whole 
of  the  body,  except  the  head,  hands,  and  feet.  The  chorus  of 
satyrs  wore  a  light  costume,  consisting  of  a  narrow  girdle  of 
goat-skin,  and  possibly  tights,  designed  to  produce  the  effect 
of  nudity. 

The  costume  of  comedy,  both  of  the  Old  and  the  New,  was, 
as  we  have  already  said,  that  of  ordinary  life.  The  social  posi- 
tion of  each  character  was,  therefore,  a]r  once  indicated  to  the 
spectators  by  the  costume  he  worep^e  slave  by  the  ifco/mis, 
the  countryman  by  his  leather  gctfments,  the  parasite  by  his 
raiment  of  grey  or  black. ^|£rhe  shoes,  with  tall,  cork  soles,  which 
were  empkyedintrgg^OT  (Fig.  41),  jBere  foreipp  to  comedv. 
Majesty^^wasnof  "soJ^h^  for  lll^medy,  and  the  liveliness  of 
the  action  of  comedy  made  such  stilt-like  shoes  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  scenes  such  as  that  in  the  Birds  (934  f.), 
where  the  slave  is  made  to  strip,  rendered  it  necessary  for  the 
comic  actor  to  be  clothed  in  a  o-oi/xanov,  or  suit  of  tights.  And, 
further,  scenes,  such  as  that  in  which  Dionysus  and  his  slave, 
Xanthias,  are  scourged  by  iEacus,  show  that  these  tights  must 
have  been  put  on  over  the  bolsters  and  pads — TrpoyaxrrplSut  and 
vpo(rT€pvi8ui — which,  as  we  have  already  seen,  were  worn  by 
tragic  actors,  to  lend  dignity  to  their  persons,  and  were  worn 
by  comic  actors  for  precisely  the  opposite  purpose,  as  is  shown 
by  the  pictures  on  vases  (Figs.  39  and  40).  It  is  true  that  these 
grotesque  pictures  are  found  on  vases  from  Lower  Italy,  and 
are  mainly  representations  of  the  phlyakes,  as  these  droU^  and 
buffoons  were  called  in  Italy.  But  the  use  of  the  o-cofuxnov  and 
the  wpoaT€pviSiov  is  sufficiently  guaranteed  by  the  passages  in 
Aristophanes  already  quoted  Finally,  the  use  of  the  o-cu/xartov 
in  the  New  Comedy  is  proved  by  the  numerous  representations 
on  ancient  monuments,  in  which  arms  and  legs  are  depicted  as 
clad  in  the  same  material.  The  grotesque  padding  of  the  Old 
Comedy  is,  of  course,  dropped  in  a  form  of  comedy  which  aimed 
at  the  faithful  representation  of  life. 

The  meaning  of  the  Greek  word  for  actor,  viroKpin/jsy  has 
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been  interpreted  very  variously,  but  the  most  plausible  inter- 
pretation is  still  that  given  by  Welcker,  according  to  which 
the  viroicpiTi}s  was  the  person  who  made  answer  to  thei  choruB^ 
or  rather  to  the  leader  of  the  chorus.  Dialogue  is  the  ess^ioe 
of  dramatic  representation,  as  opposed  to  the  narrative,  which 
historically  preceded  the  drama.  The  introduction  of  an  actor 
was  popularly  ascribed  in  antiquity  to  Thespis.  In  any  case, 
at  this  period  in  the  development  of  the  diama,  the  leader  of 
the  chorus  seems  to  have  been  the  protagonist,  or  more  impor- 
tant actor,  and  the  viroKpiTrjs  to  have  been  the  deuteragonisl 
.^Ischylus  not  only  introduced  a  second  actor,  but,  according  to 
K,  F.  Hermann's  conjecture,  made  one  of  the  two  actors  the 
protagonist;  thus,  wldlst  reducing  the  extent  of  the  chorus's 
part,  also  making  the  dialogue  between  the  actors  the  most 
,  important  element  in  the  play.  Finally,  Sophocles  intro- 
duced a  third  actor,  the  tritagonist;  and  three  remained  the 
number  of  actors  employed  in  a  tragedy.  The  number  em- 
ployed in  comedy  is  not  so  satisfactorily  established.  An 
anonymous  Greek  writer  on  comedy  says  Cratinus  first  re^ 
stricted  the  number  to  three ;  Aristotle  contents  himself  with 
saying  that  the  early  history  of  comedy  eluded  historical  re- 
search. Modem  investigation  shows  that,  with  similar  excep- 
tions to  those  in  tragedy,  any  of  the  surviving  comedies  of 
Aristophanes  could,  as  a  matter  of  possibility,  be  performed  by 
three  actors. 

A  first  and  most  obvious  exception,  both  in  tragedy  and 
in  comedy,  to  the  rule  that  only  three  actors  were  employed, 
occurs  in  the  use  of  supernumeraries,  to  perform  the  part  of 
attendants  on  distinguished  persons,  &c.  A  second  and  natural 
exception  is  afforded  by  such  characters  as  £ia  in  the  Prtnne- 
theuB  Bounds  and  Pylades,  in  various  pieces,  who  appear  upon 
the  stage,  and  are  addressed  or  referred  to  by  other  characters, 
but  have  themselves  no  lines  to  say.  It  was,  further,  an  easy 
extension  of  the  function  of  such  a  supernumerary,  to  make  him 
act  on  occasions,  such  as  the  end  of  the  Aleedis^  or  the  middle 
of  the  (Edipua  at  Qolonusy  where,  in  the  one  case  Alcestis,  in 
the  other  Ismene,  has  nothing  to  say,  and  the  actor  of  that 
part  was  required,  at  the  time,  for  other  purposes.  Again,  in 
the  Alcestis  and  the  Andromache^  children  are  required  amongst 
the  dramatis  personce,  as  also  in  the  Achaniians.  Further, 
a  fourth  actor  would  undoubtedly  be  required  in  the  Achar- 
niansy  the  Wasps,  the  Birds,  and  other  comedies,  and  probably 
in  the  (Edipus  at  Colonus — unless,  indeed,  we  imagine  that  the 
part  of  Theseus  was  divided  amongst  all  three  actors.     Finally, 


THS   ACTORS   AlfD   THEIR   COSTUMES  7OI 

in  some  plays,  such  as  the  Eumenides  and  the  Lysittrata,  a 
second  chonis  was  obviously  required. 

In  the  earliest  period  of  the  drama,  the  author  himself  acted, 
and  undoubtedly  acted  as  protagonist.  There  seems  to  be  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  statement  of  Athenseus  (I.  20  F),  that 
i£schylus  acted  in  his  plays,  or  that  Sophocles,  owing  to  the 
weakness  of  his  voice,  only  appeared  upon  the  stage  twice.  At 
this  period,  probably,  authors,  when  they  did  not  themselves 
act,  chose  their  actors.  In  later  times,  actors  were  assigned  to 
them  by  lot,  as  is  stated  in  a  gloss,  preserved  in  various  lexico- 
graphers, which  runs  as  follows :  "  The  poets  used  to  take  three 
actors,  assigned  by  lot,  who  acted  their  plays,  and  of  whom  the 
victor  henceforth  was  taken  untested."  The  meaning  of  this  is, 
that  actors  who  wished  to  take  part  in  the  tragic  contest  as 
protagonists,  offered  themselves  to  the  proper  authority.  By  the 
application  of  some  test,  these  protagonists  were  reduced  to  the 
number  of  three,  and  one  was  assigned  to  each  of  the  three 
competing  poets.  A  prize  was  given  to  the  protagonist  who 
acted  best ;  and  the  prize-winner  henceforward  was  exempted 
from  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the  preliminary  examina- 
tion. This  explanation  of  the  gloss  is  confirmed  by  inscriptions, 
relating  to  the  fifth  century  b.c.  {C,  /.  -4.  ii.  972),  from  which  it 
appears  that  one  and  the  same  actor  played  as  protagonist  in 
all  the  three  pieces  which  a  poet  put  on  to  the  stage.  From 
inscriptions  relating  to  the  fourth  century  (C.  L  A,  ii.  973), 
it  seems  that  a  still  further  change  was  made,  and  each  prota- 
gonist played  in  one  piece  of  each  of  the  three  competing  poets, 
and  each  poet  had  one  of  the  three  protagonists  in  one  of  his 
plays,  another  in  another,  and  the  third  in  the  third. 

The  protagonist  seems,  at  any  rate  in  the  time  of  Demos- 
thenes,^ to  have  carried  the  deuteragonist  and  tritagonist  with 
him  :  whoever  paid  the  protagonist  (and  it  is  uncertain  whether, 
in  early  times,  it  was  the  state,  or  the  author,  or  the  choregus), 
the  protagonist  had  the.  choice  and  hiring  of  the  deuteragonist 
and  triti^onist ;  and,  as  the  object  of  the  protagonist  was  to  win 
the  prize  for  acting,  he  probably  claimed  to  divide  the  parts  in 
the  way  which  he  thought  most  likely  to  secure  his  end. 

Of  a  Greek  play,  the  only  portion  spoken  was  the  iambic 
trimeters  of  the  dialogue ;  the  lyric  parts  were  sung,  and 
iambic  and  trochaic  tetrameters  were  delivered  "  melo-drama- 
tically,"  that  is  to  say,  they  were  spoken  to  a  musical  accom- 

^  De  CcfTB  §  262,  /AtffOd^at  aavr^  .  .  .  ixelMOis  inroKpiT%Ts  .  .  .  irpvra- 
ytavlffTtit,  •  • 
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Ipaniment  This  method  of  declamation,  which  was  called 
[trapoKaTakoyrj,  had  the  advantage  over  simple  declamation,  that 
jthe  instrument  assisted  the  actor  in  preserving  the  rhythm. 
,The  instrument  used  by  preference,  as  blending  best  with  the 
voice,  was  the  flute.  The  training  of  the  actor's  voice  was  a 
imatter  of  much  importance,  from  the  very  various  parts  he 
(might  have  to  perform  in  the  same  play;  and  clearness  of 
'enunciation  and  precision  of  accent  were  imperatively  de- 
manded by  the  refined  ear  and  ready  mockery  of  an  Athenian 
audience.  The  memory,  too,  needed  cultivation,  for  on  the 
ancient  stage  there  was  no  prompter. 

Play  of  feature  was  precluded  by  the  mask  of  the  actor :  for 
this  reason,  and  owing  to  native  talent  for  the  employment  of 
gesture,  on  the  ancient  stage  gesticulation  was  most  important 
Though  the  cumbrous  dress  and  high-soled  shoes  of  the  tragic 
actor  set  limits  to  the  amount  of  action  possible  for  him,  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  tendency,  in  the  actor's  art,  as  well  as  in 
the  sculptor's,  to  pass  from  the  self-restraint^  the  i}^o$,  and 
the  majesty  of  the  ideal  school  of  iEschylus,  beyond  even 
the  artistic  expression  of  the  ird^,  as  set  forth  by  the  most 
pathetic  of  the  tragedians,  to  the  extreme  of  realism,  which  is 
illusion — when  the  actor  might  pay  the  penalty  by  taking 
a  false  step,  measuring  his  tragic  length  upon  the  stage, 
and  being  ignominioualy  set  upon  his  1^  again  by  tiiie 
chorodidascalus. 

The  dithyrambic  chorus,  out  of  which  the  drama  is  usually 
said  to  have  been  developed,  consisted  of  fifty  persona  The 
chorus  of  comedy  consisted  of  twenty-four,  that  of  tragedy,  in 
early  times,  of  twelve.  But  by  what  process  the  original 
dithyrambic  chorus  was  reduced,  we  do  not  know.  It  is  a 
commonly  received  conjecture,  that  the  dithyrambic  chorus 
of  fifty  was  divided  between  the  four  pieces — three  tragedies 
and  a  satyric  drama — which  constituted  a  tetralogy.  But^  to 
say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  we  do  not  know  how  many  persons 
the  chorus  in  a  satyric  drama  consisted  of,  fifty  people  cannot 
conveniently  be  divided  into  four  equal  companies ;  and  it  is 
not  certain  that  the  earliest  tragedians  did  put  on  to  the  stage 
four  pieces  at  a  time.  The  number  of  the  tragic  chorus  was 
elevated  to  fifteen,  by  Sophocles,  according  to  late  writers,^ 
whose  authority  is  not  to  be  trusted  implicitly.  The  internal 
evidence  of  the  tragedies  themselves  seems  to  show  that,  in 
the  Persce  and  the  S,   c    Th.,  iEschylus  employed  a  chorus 

^  Said.  f.  V.  2o0oirX^;  and  Vit  Soph,  pw  177. 
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of  twelve,  while  for  the  Agamemncni  and  EumenideSy  it  is  a 
disputed  point  whether  twelve  or  fifteen  were  employed:  a 
scholiast  (Ar.  Eq,  589)  says  twelve,  but  the  question  at  once 
presents  itself — what  did  the  scholiast  know  about  iti  The 
reasons  for  increasing  the  number  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  who- 
ever made  the  change,  are  tolerably  simple :  ^  the  leader  of  the 
chorus  had,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a  choreutes,  also  his 
duties  as  leader  and  spokesman,  which  made  it  advisable  for 
him  to  be  able  to  detach  himself  from  the  chorus ;  at  the  same 
time,  as  on  occasion  the  chorus  had  to  divide  into  two  halves, 
it  was  necessary  that,  exclusive  of  the  leader,  the  chorus  should 
consist  of  an  equal  number  of  choreutsB,  t.6.,  either  be  reduced 
by  one  choreutes,  or  increased  by  three.  The  latter  course  was 
preferred ;  two  lieutenants  were  given  to  the  leader  to  command 
the  halves  of  the  chorus,  and  the  number  increased  to  fifteen. 

Whereas  the  dithyrambic  chorus  danced  in  a  ring  around 
the  altar  of  Dionysus,  the  dramatic  chorus  marched  in  square 
formation,  and  hence  was  called  rer/oaycDvos.  The  tragic  chorus 
was  arranged  in  three  files  (<rroixoi\  each  of  five  choreutas, 
who  consequently  formed  five  rai^  {iyy^)^  ^  ^^7  marched 
three  abreast.  The  comic  chorus  was  composed  of  four  files 
of  six  men  each,  or  of  six  ranks  as  they  marched  four  abreast 
The  tragic  chorus  usually  marched  into  the  orchestra  three 
abreast  (xarot  (rroixov^) ;  as  a  rule,  they  came  in  from  the  stage 
left  (the  spectator's  right),  for  that  was  conventionally  regarded 
as  the  home  side  of  the  scene,  and  the  chorus  usually  were 
natives  of  the  place  supposed  to  be  represented  by  the  scena 
Thus,  as  the  chorus  pariaded  three  abreast  round  the  orchestra, 
one  file  of  five  was  more  closely  exposed  to  the  view  and  exami- 
nation of  the  spectators  than  were  the  other  two  files,  which 
were  rather  hidden  by  it  The  choreutsB,  in  this  file,  were  those 
who  would  make  the  best  show ;  and,  inasmuch  as  they  were  on 
the  left  of  the  body,  they  were  called  the  apurr€po(rrdrai^  while 
the  file  next  to  them  were  the  Xav/Kxrrarai,  and  the  file  on  the 
right,  dc^uxrraTai.  The  choreutaB  who  led  each  file,  and  those 
at  the  end  of  each  file,  were  called  KfHunrehlrai,.  The  leader  of 
the  chorus  was  called  KopwfMios  or  yppwrraTqs^  his  lieutenants, 
Trafxurrdrai,  They  did  not  march  in  the  front  rank,  but  in  the 
file  of  apurrc/MXTTarai,  the  Kopv<l)atos  being  in  the  middle  of  the 
file,  one  TrapaoTdrqs  before  and  the  other  behind  him.  Thus, 
when  the  chorus  had  finished  their  parade  round  the  orchestra^ 
and  taken  up  their  place  in  front  of  the  stage,  with  their  backs 

^  O.  Hense,  Ber  Chor  dei  Soj^hUs. 
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to  the  audience,  the  otpMrrcpoorarai  were  nearest  to  the  stage, 
the  coryphflBus  was  in  the  middle  of  them,  and  could,  when 
he  had  to  carry  on  a  dialogue  with  the  ftctors  on  the  stage, 
advance  from  his  place,  and  leave  the  chorus  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  two  Tapaurdrai.  More  rarely  the  chorus  entered 
Kara  {vya,  t.e.,  fire  abreast,  and  still  more  rarely,  as  in  the 
(Edipue  ai  Gohnus,  one  by  one,  Ka^  €va  or  <nropd&qv. 

The  coryphsus,  as  spokesman  of  the  chorus,  spoke  the  iambic 
trimeters  assigned  in  MSS.  and  editions  to  the  chorus,  and 
perhaps,  also,  the  anapnsts.  The  lyrical  odes  were  usually  sung 
by  the  chorus  as  a  whole,  sometimes  (as  Soph.  Aj\  814)  by  the 
halves  of  the  chorus,  the  rjfuxopui ;  and  in  many  cases  the  ode 
was  divided  amongst  the  individual  choreutae,  e.^.,  iEsch.  Ag. 
1344-1371,  From  the  rjfiixopta^  we  have  to  distinguish  the 
Si^xopia  or  avTixopia,  which  is  the  term  used  when  the  chorus 
consisted  of  two  groups,  as  in  the  LysistreUa,  one  of  men  and 
the  other  of  women,  or  of  two  groups  otherwise  distinguished 
from  each  other. 

The  duties  of  the  chorus  were  by  no  means  confined  to  sing- 
ing or  declaiming ;  dancing  was  at  least  an  equally  important 
part  of  their  performance.  This  dancing  was  mimetic  in  char- 
acter, and  served  as  a  sort  of  commentary  on  the  ode  which  -? 
was  being  sung.  The  name  for  this  kind  of  dance  is  V7r6£j}^7yui,  • 
and  that  dancing  did  actually  accompany  tragic  performances, 
is  shown  by  such  passages  as  Soph.  0.  R,  865,  ct  y^p  al  roiaiSc 
vpd^is  rCfitaiy  ri  Bel  /ac  )(opev€iv,  or  iSlsch.  £um.  307,  cLyc  ^ 
KOI  xop^^  a^iapcv.  The  three  different  kinds  of  diama  had 
I  their  distinctive  forms  of  dance — ^the  stately  ffx/juekeia  of  tragedy, 
the  obscene  K^pSa^  of  comedy,  and  the  (rt#ciwi9  of  satyric  drama, 
a  parody  on  the  dance  of  tragedy. 


CHAPTER  V 

THE  PRODUCTION  AND  PERFORMANCE  OF  A  PLAY 

Plays  were  not  produced  every  day  at  Athens.  They  were 
part  of  the  worship  of  Dionysus,  and  were  produced  only  at  the 
festivals  of  the  god,  originally  at  the  country  Dionysia,  then  at 
the  Lenssa,  and  finally  at  the  Great  (or  urban)  Dionysia.  The 
oldest,  and  for  some  time  the  only  one  of  these  festivals,  was 
the  country  Dionysia ;  and  so,  in  the  earliest  period  of  the  drama, 
this  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  plays  were  performed. 
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If  we  may  argue  from  the  analogy  of  Corinth  and  Sicyon,  the 
introduction  into  the  city  of  this,  country  festival  would  be  the 
work  of  the  Tyrants  (the  Pisistratidte),  who,  at  Athens,  as  at 
Corinth  and  Sicyon,  found  their  chief  supporters  in  the  country, 
and  accordingly  honoured  the  country  feasts  And,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  first  time  a  play  was  produced  in  the  city  was  in 
^c*  536)  during  the  second  tyranny.^  At  this  feast,  called 
the  Lensea,  held  in  January  (thereby  anticipating  the  country 
feast,  which  was  held  in  February),  plays  were  produced  in  the 
market-place,  until,  in  b.o.  500,  in  consequence,  it  is  said,  of 
an  accident  to  the  elevated  seats,  the  loccUe  was  transferred  to 
an  enclosure  devoted  to  the  service  of  Dionysus,  and  called  the 
LenfiBum.  If  this  was  the  precise  year  of  the  actual  occasion 
of  the  change,  it  seems  reasonable  to  connect  the  change  with 
other  important  events  that  preceded  it.  The  Pisistratidse  had 
been  expelled,  the  Cleisthenean  constitution,  with  its  ten  tribes, 
framed,  and  lyric  competitions  between  the  tribes  were  instituted,^ 
doubtless  with  a  political  object,  viz.,  to  associate  the  forms  of 
the  new  constitution  with  popular  amusements,  to  inspire  the 
new  tribes  with  a  corporate  feeling,  and  to  make  the  members 
of  the  victorious  tribe  specially  conscious  and  proud  of  their 
connection  with  one  another.  But,  though  the  lyric  choruses 
were  used  for  this  political  purpose,  the  dramatic  contests  were 
not  between  tribe  and  tribe.  "  In  the  dramatic  competitions, 
the  rivalry  was  confined  to  the  individual  poets  and  choregi " 
(Haigh,  Attic  Theatre,  p.  15). 

Finally,  the  Great  Dionysia  were  instituted,  probably,  about 
B.C.  460.  It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  Great  Dionysia 
was  the  youngest  of  all  the  feasts  of  Dionysus,  and  it  seems 
probable  that  this,  the  most  magnificent  of  them  all,  was  part 
of  the  policy  of  magnificence  which  Pericles  ^  pursued.  At  this 
time,  and  with  the  object  of  adding  to  the  magnificence  of  the 
new  festival,  it  may  be  conjectured  that  comedy,  which  hitherto 
had  been  performed  by  volunteer  choreutse,  was  now,  for  the 
first  time,  taken  into  the  state-established  worship,  and  pro- 

1  *A0'  o5  QiffTTis  6  TOitfHjs  [i^dtni},  trpwros  df  itUda^t  [9p]SH/ia  ip  d]<r7fc&, 
Kal  i]T<idii  6  [T]pdyoSf  k.  t,  \. 

'  'A^'  o9  X<*P^  vpQrw  iiywylffarro  iofZpiai^.  This  refers  to  the  lyrical  oon- 
teete,  which,  however,  seem  always  to  have  gone  with  the  other  musical 
contest,  viz.,  that  of  the  dramatic  choruses. 

'  Hommsen,  Heortologic^  p*  61 ;  Ribbeck,  AnfoLnge  und  Enltwiekdtmgy 
p.  28,  conjectures  that  Gimon  introduced  the  Great  Dionysia.  Voigt 
(in  Bosoher's  LexHeon^  t,v.  Dionysos)  does  not  hesitate  to  make  the  in- 
stitution of  the  feast  a  consequence  of  the  great  development  of  the 
drama. 

2  T 
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yided  with  a  chorus  in  the  same  way  as  tragedy.^  The  first 
recorded  competition  between  comic  choruses  took  place  in 
B.O.  458,'  at  which  date  both  comedies  and  tragedies  were  per- 
formed at  the  Great  Dionysia.^  From  this  time  plays  were 
probably  produced  at  the  Great  Dionysia  alone,  until,  in  b-c. 
425,  we  find  the  Achamians  produced  at  the  Lensea;  and,  in 
B.G.  4 1 8,  we  find  tragedies  ^  performed  at  the  Len^ea.  This  seems 
to  date  a  fresh  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  drama.  The  first 
recorded  contest  of  actors  belongs  to  the  year  b.c.  418,  and  it 
seems  reasonable  to  imagine  that  the  offering  of  a  prize  for 
acting  brought,  as  a  consequence,  the  official  distribution  of 
actors  among  poets.  With  this  epoch  begins  the  custom  of 
producing  both  tragedies  and  comedies  at  the  Lensea,  and  also 
at  the  Great  Dionysia — a  custom  which  prevailed  down  to 
Boman  times. 

Dramatic  performances  were  not  only  religious  ceremonies ; 
they  were  also  competitions,  and  as  such  were  regulated  by  the 
state,  which  offered  the  prize  competed  for.  A  further  hold 
over  the  production  of  the  plays  was  afforded  to  the  state  by  the 
fact  that  it  provided  for  the  cost  of  their  production.  In  the 
time  of  the  tyranny  of  Pisistratus,  it  was  part  of  the  tyrant's 
policy  to  encourage  art,  and  furnish  the  citizens  with  amuse- 
ments. After  the  expulsion  of  the  Pisistratidsa,  the  main 
charge,  which  was  that  of  hiring,  instructing,  and  dressing  the 
chorus,  was  made  a  liturgy^  or  tax,  to  which  citizens  who 
possessed  more  than  three  talents  were  nominated  by  the 
archon ;  and  whose  names,  when  they  won  the  tripod  offered 
by  the  state,  were  inscribed  upon  the  tripod,  and  handed  down 
to  posterity.  The  poverty  at  Athens,  caused  by  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  war,  made  this  tax  so  burdensome  that  it  was  allowed  to 
be  divided  between  two  choregi,  each  thus  bearing  only  half 
the  cost.  From  the  end  of  the  fourth  centuiy,  the  demos  itself 
nominally  undertook  the  x^P^^  ^  ^^^  duty  of  providing  the 
chorus  was  called,  and  itself  iigured  on  die  inscriptions  as 
choregus ;  but  the  cost  was  borne,  not  by  the  people,  but  by 
some  wealthy  person,  who  was  called  the  Agonothet^s.  The 
expenses  which  the  choregus  had  to  bear  were:  (i)  the  hire 

^  Ar.  Poet.  5,  Kal  ydp  x^P^^  Kw/uadw^  drffi  ware  6  ULpx^uw  OwKtP,  iXK* 
iOcKom-al  fjiray.  *  C,  I.  A.  ii.  97 1  a. 

'  As  appears,  both  from  the  way  in  which  they  are  mentioned  in  the 
inscription  referred  to,  and  from  the  fact  that  Aristotle,  loe.  eU.f  says,  6  d^wv. 
The  lung-archon  managed  the  Leneea,  6  ApXf^  the  Great  Dionysia. 

*  C.  I,  A.  ii.  972.  which  also  contains  the  earliest  record  we  have  of  a 
prize  for  the  actors. 
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and  instruction  of  the  chorus ;  (2)  the  hire  of  the  flute-player 
who  led  the  chorus ;  (3)  the  payment  of  the  mute  characters ; 
(4)  the  dresses  of  the  chorus  and  the  mute  characters.  Who 
paid  the  actors  we  do  not  know,  but  from  the  fact  that  they 
were  assigned  by  the  state  to  the  poet,  and  not  to  the  choregus, 
it  is  inferred  that  the  state  paid  them.  But  this  can  only 
apply  to  the  period  after  B.a  245,  in  which  alone  actors  were 
assigned  to  the  poet,  and  not  to  t^e  earlier  periods,  when  the 
poet  was  himself  the  protagonist,  or  (like  Sophocles)  himself 
chose  his  own  actors.  Finidly,  as  regards  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, it  is  conjectured  that  the  scenery  and  properties  were  pro- 
vided by  the  architecton  or  lessee  of  the  theatre,  who  paid  a 
certain  sum  to  the  state  for  the  lease  of  the  theatre,  and  under^ 
took  to  keep  the  building  in  good  repair,  and  in  return  was  to 
receive  the  money  paid  by  the  spectators  for  admission.  But 
this  arrangement  can  plainly  only  have  held  good  for  times 
when  there  was  a  theatre  (t.e.,  after  b.c.  500),  and  when  admis- 
sion money  was  paid,  and  not  for  the  early  period  of  the  stage, 
when  there  was  no  theatre,  when  the  performance  was  in  Uie 
market,  and  there  was  no  charge  for  adnussioii.  And  it  is  to 
be  noticed,  that  although  the  theatre  was  farmed  out  to  the 
lessee,  who  recouped  himself  for  his  expenditure  on  scenery, 
&c,  out  of  the  admission  money,  after  the  time  of  Gleophon, 
the  lyre-maker,  the  admission  money  itself  came  from  the  state 
coffers,  from  the  theoric  fund,  which  was  devoted  to  paying  the 
admission  of  those  citizens  who  could  not  or  would  not  pay  out 
of  their  own  pockets. 

As  the  cost  of  producing  a  drama  thus  came,  not  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  author,  but  from  the  state  revenues  and  the  litur- 
ffiesy  it  was  plainly  impossible  that  any  and  every  person  who 
thought  himself  capable  of  composing  a  play  should  be  allowed 
to  claim  that  his  effusion  should  be  put  upon  the  stage.  Any 
author  mighty  indeed,  apply  to  the  archon  to  have  his  piece 
mounted,  but  only  three  tragedians  and  three  comedians  (or, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  five  comedians)  were 
actually  allowed  to  compete.  On  what  principle  the  archon,  who 
could  not  have  usually  had  a  greater  professional  acquaintance 
with  the  drama  than  the  Lord  Chamberlain  has  with  the  baUet, 
chose  and  rejected  applicants,  we  unfortunately  do  not  know. 
There  is  nothing  to  show  that  he  had  to  read,  or  even  had  the 
opportunity  of  reading,  the  plays  of  all  who  chose  "  to  ask  for  a 
chorus,"  as  the  expression  was  at  Athens.  Probably,  it  was 
but  few  authors  who  ventured  to  aspire  so  high  as  to  ask  for  a 
•chorus  at  Athens.     There  were  dramatic  contests  at  many  other 
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and  smaller  places  in  Attica — Kollytos,  the  Peineus,  Eleusis^ 
Aixone,  Phlya,  Myninus — at  which  an  untried  author  was 
more  likely  to  get  a  chorus  than  at  Athens. 

Another  point  of  the  greatest  difficulty  is  to  understand  who 
settled,  and  on  what  principle,  whether  each  tragedian  should 
be  allowed  to  compete  with  one  play,  or  two,  or  three  (a  tri- 
logy), or  four  (a  tetralogy).  If  we  may  trust  the  grammarians, 
the  practice  in  the  time  of  iEschylus  was  to  put  on  three 
tragedies  and  a  satyric  drama  by  each  of  the  three  competing 
tragedians;  and,  according  to  the  grammarians,  this  practice 
continued  to  the  time  of  Euripides.  If  we  prefer  to  confine 
ourselves  to  the  testimony  of  inscriptions,  however,  we  have  no 
evidence  for  the  performance  of  tetrsdogies.  We  have  undoubted 
evidence  for  the  performance  of  trilogies,  in  B.O.  342  (in  the 
very  next  year  we .  have  dilogies),  and  a  very  fragmentary  in- 
scription of  B.O.  419  {C,  L  A.  iL  972).  Tradition  and  inscrip- 
tions agree  that  each  comedian  was  allowed  to  produce  but 
one  comedy.  As  for  satyric  drama,  stone  records  as  yet  only 
testify  that,  after  the  time  of  the  Three,  dramatic  contests  com- 
menced with  the  performance  of  one  satyric  drama,  after  which 
an  old  play,  by  one  of  the  great  tragedians,  was  performed,  and 
then  the  new  plays.  From  the  fact  that  in  one  year  (b.c.  342) 
trilogies  are  put  on,  and  in  the  next  dilogies,  and  that  in 
all  the  periods  into  which  the  history  of  the  drama  can  be 
divided,  the  performance  of  single  plays  can  be  traced  (e.^.,  the 
single  plays  of  Thespis,  Choerilus,  Phrynichus,  and  Pratinas ;  of 
Sophocles;^  of  Agathon,*  in  b.c.  416 ;  of  Dionysius,  in b.c.  367  *),. 
it  seems  clear  that  there  was  no  binding  or  permanent  law  or 
custom  fixing  the  number  of  plays  to  be  put  on  by  each  author. 
The  number  was  a  matter  to  be  settled  each  year;  and  as 
choregi  were  nominated  shortly  after  one  performance,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  next  year's  festival,  it  is,  I  suggest^  at  least  possible 
that  the  number  of  plays  was  settled  then  by  the  persons  whom 
it  most  nearly  affected,  t.f.,  the  choregi,  who  stated  at  the  time 
whether  they  could  each  afford  to  mount  one,  two,  or  three 
tragedies.  Thus  the  number  of  tragedies  which  each  author 
put  upon  the  stage  depended  on  entirely  non-literary  considera- 
tions ;  and  this  agrees  with  the  fact  that,  if  any  principles  of 
composition  had  been  involved  in  the  performance  of  a  trilogy, 

^  Aristid.  ii.  334 ;  Dind.,  Zo^oJcX^t  ^i\ok\4ovs  iirrSro  I9  ^k^aJUns  n&r 
OlUirow, 

■  Plato,  Sytnp.  173  a,  Sre  tq  Tptarji  rpayfodl^  MtCffffev  *Ayd$<Mf. 

'  Diod.  Sic.  XT.  74,  Aiovwrlov  rdvw  Itlixox^^  *A$iiinf<ri  AifPoUit  rpa- 
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Aristotle,  in  the  Poetics^  would  have  dealt  with  the  iiifluence  of 
trilogies  oH  the  plot  of  a  tragedy.  There  was,  indeed,  nothing, 
so  far  as  we  know,  to  prevent  a  poet,  if  he  knew  in  time  that 
he  might  put  on  three  plays,  from  making  them  connected  in 
plot ;  but  the  fact  that  Sophocles,  though  he  wrote  three  plays 
on  the  subject  of  CEdipus  and  his  cMldren,  did  not  produce 
them  as  a  trilogy,  and  that,  when  the  plays  of  iEschylus  (as  of 
Sophocles  and  Euripides)  were  revived,  they  were  revived — 
as  they  were  composed — singly,  and  not  as  trilogies,  shows 
sufficiently  that  the  plays  of  a  trilogy  were  rarely  connected 
with  each  other  in  plot 

When  the  archon  had  given  choruses  to  those  tragedians  and 
comedians  he  thought  fit,  and  when  actors  had  been  assigned 
to  them,  and  when  chorus  and  actors  had  been  taught  their 
parts,  a  few  days  before  the  actual  contests,  poets,  choregi, 
chorus,  and  actors  gathered  together  in  the  Odeum,  for  the 
celebration,  in  the  presence  of  the  public,  of  some  festal  action, 
the  nature  of  which  is  wholly  uncertain,  called  the  Proagon. 
On  the  day  of  the  performance,  the  image  of  Dionysus  was 
brought  out  of  his  temple  in  the  Lenseum,  into  the  orchestra, 
and  there  acquired  that  capacity  for  dramatic  criticism  which 
Aristophanes  recognises  in  the  Frogs,  The  spectators,  who  had 
assembled  at  break  of  day,  and  had  brought  with  them  the 
refreshments  which  Aristotle  observed  they  munched  with 
most  assiduity  when  the  acting  was  poor,  were,  to  begin  with, 
purified  by  an  offering  of  "very  small  pigs"  (Harpocration). 
Then  the  selection  of  the  judges,  who  were  to  decide  on  the 
merits  of  the  play,  was  proceeded  with.  The  members  of  the 
bovU,  in  co]\junction  with  the  choregi,  had,  on  some  previous 
occasion,  chosen  out  of  each  tribe  the  iiames  of  twice  as  many 
judges  as  there  were  events  to  be  decided,  and  placed  them, 
under  their  seals,  in  urns,  each  tribe  having  an  urn  to  itself. 
On  the  day  of  the  performance,  these  urns,  which  had  been 
in  the  keeping  of  the  treasurer,  were  produced.  The  archon 
drew  at  rapdom  one  name  from  each,  and  the  ten  persons  thus 
chosen,  representing  the  ten  tribes,  were  called  upon  to  judge 
the  first  event.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  performance,  each 
wrote  his  award  on  a  separate  tablet ;  then  five  of  them  were 
again  chosen  by  lot,  and  their  awards  were  then  employed  to 
decide  the  contest.^  When  the.  ten  ^judges  had  been  selected, 
th^  order-  in  which  the  competing  poets  should  put  their  plays 
before  them  was  decided  by  lot,  and  the  first  poet^.  having  been 

^  HeEmann-MuUer,  pp.  369-372. 
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summoned  by  the  herald,  appeared,  with  his  chorus  and  his 
choragus,  in  the  orchestra,  and  offered  a  libation  to  Dionysus. 
The  play  then  began,  and  the  audience  (which  certainly  in- 
cluded women),  even  when  it  had  not  paid  for  the  two-obol 
tickets  by  which  admission  was  procured  at  the  doors,  pro- 
ceeded to  express  its  satisfaction  or  dissatisfaction  with  what 
was  set  before  it.  They  were  not  sparing  in  their  applause 
(icporos),  and  where  a  modem  audience  cries  encore,  the  Greek 
cried  a^^ts.^  Still  less  were  they  sparing  of  their  disapproba- 
tion, which  found  expression  in  stamping,  and  a  sort  of  clucking, 
a  peculiar  noise  (kAokt/xos)  made  with  the  mouth,  Harpocration 
says.^  Doubtless,  the  backers  of  each  choregus  constituted  an 
efficient  claque ;  but  with  three  claques  operating  in  opposition 
to  each  other,  there  must  have  been  at  times  a  confusing  com- 
petition between  Kporo^  and  Kkaxrfws ;  but  whether  the  services 
of  the  pafiSovxoL,  whose  office  it  was  to  keep  order,  were  called 
into  requisition  does  not  appear.  As  the  performance  went 
on  for  the  whole  day,  the  spectators  (who,  in  the  earlier 
period  of  the  history  of  the  drama,  did  have  time  to  break- 
fast before  going  to  the  theatre,  but  as  the  contests  increased 
in  length,  had  to  come  at  break  of  day),  in  spite  of  the 
cushions  which  some  brought  with  them,  got  fidgety,^  and 
others  hungry.  It  was,  therefore,  not  impolitic  for  an  author, 
who  came  late  in  the  day,  to  take  care  that  nuts  and  figs 
should  be  distributed  from  the  stage  among  the  audience 
during  his  play.**  At  the  conclusion  of  the  performance, 
the  chorus  again  entered  the  orchestra,  and  offered  a  second 
libation  to  Dionysus.^  Immediately  after  the  last  day  of 
the  festival,  an  ecclesia  was  held  in  the  theatre,^  votes  of 
thanks  were  proposed,^  and  any  complaints  that  arose  out  of 

^  Xen.  Com.  9,  4,  Sifui  fih  ixpSroWf  S4U1  bk  4fi6<at^ '  ad$is. 
^  <0  J  s  KXtaafJLbf  iXeyw  rbv  yvyvhiuvw  ip  roct  (rr6fuur(  }ff6«pw  if  Tp6t  rdt  ixfiokhs 

*  Theophr.  Char,  li,  koX  Stcu'  aiairfyrji  rh  04iirp»y  dvainJ^f  epvyw^  fre 
roOf  Ka$fjfi4yovt  xoi-^xi  M^^irrpa^^ai.  Ar.  Av.  790,  ef  re  irar/NMcXei^  rts 
^fjuSnf  nryxdiret  x^^^'-^y  ^^  ^  i^litff€P  it  BUfidnWj  dXX'  MirraTO,  K^xih 
rapdiitv  KdyawveOaas  a^^ct  aS  Kar^raro. 

*  Ar.  PluL  797,  oA  ydkp  vptirCaSit  iariy  rtf  Siiaa-KdKtp  Iffx^dta  xat 
Tf>vyd\ia  rois  dttaiiivoit  trpopaXSvT  ixl  ro&roit  €Xt  di«7iC(i^ecr  ycXop,  and 
Vetp.  58,  and  Schol.  cut.  loe. 

^  Philoohor.  op.  Ath.  ziii.  583  b. 

*  Dem.  MitL  §§  9,  10;  ^ach.  de  FaU,  Leg,  §  61  ;   C.  L  A,  iL  1I4« 

307.  42a 

'  Kg.,  C.  I.  A,  ii.   1 14  b;  v.   5,  iTiy pd^j/aL  Kal  t6  ^IHj^fUif  koB    S 

iart^ctPujSrj  i)  fiovX^  inrb  roO  i^jfiov  iv  rj  i¥  AiwOtrov  iKKXiialq,  i^cura  KaX*it 

irifUfuXijtrOai  rijt  t^KOfffjUas  repl  r^y  iopfH/p  rw  Amu^ov,  B.C.  343. 
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the  proceedings  were  heard.  The  names  of  the  poets  and 
choregi,  the  pieces  and  protagonists^  and  the  results  of  the  con- 
test, seem  to  have  been  put  upon  official  record  by  the  archon ; 
but  when  this  practice  began,  we  do  not  know.  In  the  third 
century  B.C.,  interest  in  the  history  of  the  drama  was  keen 
enough  to  have  these  records  (as  far,  apparently,  as  they  could 
be  recovered)  engraved  on  a  stone,^  and  deposited  in  the 
Dionysiac  enclosure.  But  these  researches  seem  to  have  left 
room  for  further  investigation.  Aristotle  found  it  necessary 
to  investigate  the  subject  for  himself,  and  wrote  a  work  on 
these  DidascalisB,  as  they  were  called.  In  his  research,  he  was 
aided  by  the  inscriptions  which  the  victorious  choregi  caused 
to  be  engraved  on  some  permanent  monument.  These  in- 
scriptions, in  the  fifth  century,  contain,  first,  the  name  of  the 
choregus,  then  of  the  poet,  and,  finally  (by  way  of  date),  that 
of  the  archon.  Next,  we  have  the  inscriptions  engraved  on 
monuments  erected  by  the  state.  These  are  of  three  kinds: 
(i)  those  recording  the  names  of  the  victorious  choregi  and 
poets,  in  aU  the  contests  at  a  particular  festival;  (2)  others, 
probably  later,  entering  into  the  full  particulars  of  some  one 
contest  at  a  certain  festival,  and  giving,  e.^.,  in  the  case  of 
the  tragic  contest,  not  only  the  date  (archon's  name),  and  the 
names  of  the  poets,  but  also  the  titles  of  the  plays  performed, 
and  the  names  of  the  actors  who  played  in  them ;  (3)  lists  of 
poets  and  actors,  with  the  number  of  prizes  they  had  won  during 
their  lives. 

The  Didascalise,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  hypotheses 
prefixed  to  Greek  plays,  cannot  have  been  drawn  from  any 
superior  sources  to  these  inscriptions ;  and  these  inscriptions 
were  not  themselves  engraved  before  the  middle  of  the  third 
century,  except  the  choregic  inscriptions,  which  did  not  contain 
the  names  of  the  plays.  It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the 
authors  of  these  inscriptions  had  before  them  all  the  official 
records  from  the  time  of  iEschylus ;  it  is  not  known  that  in 
the  time  of  iEschylus  the  official  record  contained  anything 
more  than,  say,  the  names  of  the  victorious  choregus  and  poet. 
We  do  know  that  various  learned  men,  such  as  Heraclides 
Ponticus,  Callimachus,  £ratosthenes,  Aristophanes  of  Byzan- 
tinum,  and  Karystius  of  Pergamum,  found  the  subject  obscure 
enough  to  require  much  investigation.  Consequently,  when  we 
find  a  grammarian  professing  to  tell  us  the  names  of  the  four 

^  E,g.j  C,  L  A,  ii.  972  (right  col.),  973,  relAting  to  B.a  418,  340  respec- 
tively. 
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plays  which  JSschylus  put  upon  the  stage^  in  b.o.  472,^  we  may 
perhape  believe  that»  in  that  year,  .^schylus  won  the  tragic 
prize ;  but  we  may  entertain  a  suspicion  that  the  names  of  Uie 
plays  then  performed  are  an  inference  of  the  grammarian's,  or  of 
his  authority,  whether  that  authority  was  Aristotle's  Didascalia^ 
or  a  stone  record  of  the  third  century  b.o. 

*  hrl  Khvifot  TparfoiQv  Ai^x^Xof  Mm  ^am,  TL^p^iut,  TXuOiofi  TLpotaidH. 
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Abusivs  language,  laws  as  to,  534 
Achille»:  shield,  408  ;  worship,  159 
Acropolis  of  Athens,  10, 1 5- 1 7, 1 65 ; 
Erechtheium,   175 ;    Parthenon, 

4,  15.  17s 
Acropolis  hills,  lo-li,  165 

Adonis :  connection  with  Aphro- 
dite, 86,  150,  160;  physical  as- 
pect, 86 ;  worship,  215 

Adoption,  457->459;    laws   as    to, 

54^552»  565-566 

.ZBolians,  7 

i£tolians,  piratical  habits,  8 

Agora,  11-15,  166.  323-324*  39»- 
392,  483 ;  dealers'  booths,  391- 
392;  divisions,  13 

Agriculture,  370-374,  444;  arti- 
ficial watering,  372  ;  decline,  371, 
373-374  ;  draining,  372 ;  farmers, 
371-374,  444;  hired  labourers, 
371,  413;  Homeric,  370,  413- 
414;  manuring,  373;  ploughs, 
372-373  ;  vine-growing,  374 

Ajax,  worship,  159 

Alcinous'  palace,  23,  28 

Alexander  the  Great :  builder  of 
cities,  10^  deification,  i6l 

Alexandria,  19 

Aliens  (see  Meties) 

Alpheius,  96 

Altars,  169-170,  198;  Hestia,  41- 
42,  75-76 ;  Zeus  Herceius,  23, 
29,41 

Amphiaraus,  92-93, 96 ;  oracles,  161 

Amphitrite,  wife  of  Poseidon,  113 

Ancestor- worship,  68-69,  72-73, 
76,  404  ;  family  hearth,  75-76 ; 
family  tomb,  75  ;  family  worship^ 
547,  550.  565  ;  Homer,  absent  in, 
104 ;  offerings  to  the  dead,  73- 

:     75.  366,  547 
Andron,  37,  42 


Andronitis,  36-39,  42 

Animals,  300-301,  349 ;  cats,  301 ; 

dog»»  301 »  349.  376 ;  gods  con- 
nected with,  70-71,  S^-90,  188, 
247,  257  ;  horses,  374-375*  632  ; 
stock  on  farms,  374-376 ;  wea- 
sels, 301 ;  in  the  law-courts,  533 

Anthesteria,  292 

Antioch  (on  Orontes),  20 

Apaturia,  290-291,  457 

Aphrodite,  85,  i^o;  Adonis'  con- 
nection with,  80,  150, 160;  Asia- 
tic origin,  85-88,  118,  149-150, 
214 ;  Elros'  connection  with,  150  ; 
Homeric,  100,  114-115,  118; 
myths,  87,  149-150;  sea,  con- 
nection with,  149-150;  temples, 
prostitution  practised  in,  170, 
'94-195;  worship,  100,  123,  150^ 
214 

Apollo,  71,  128 ;  Asiatic  origin, 
118,  128;  birth,  129;  Delphic 
temple  (see  under  Ddphi) ;  fes- 
tivals, 289,  293-294;  forms, 
diversity  of,  94,  130-132;  func- 
tions, 112,  127-128,  130-13 1 ; 
Homeric,  112,  118;  Homeric 
hymns  to,  105,  129-130,  132; 
myths,  91,  96 ;  name,  derivation 
o^t  77-7^1  127 ;  physical  idea,  90; 
sun-god,  90,  112,  127,  133  ;  wor- 
ship, 118,  128-132. 

Arcades,  19 ;  in  agoras,  13-15,  324. 

Arcadians,  religion  of,  8 

Ares  :  CSadmean  legends  connected 
with,  149 ;  character,  96,  1 14 ; 
Homeric,  1 14, 118, 148;  Thracian 
origin,    118,   214;    worship,  92, 

148-149.  214 
Ares»  hill  of,  15 

Arethusa,  resemblpmce  to  Artemis, 

96-97 
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Aigoft,  Hera  worshipped  at,  125-126 

Aristocracies,  S-9 

Armour,  60-62,  630-632 ;  cuirass, 
61-62,  631  ;  helmets,  60-61, 
630-631  ;  Homeric,  61-62,  631- 
632  ;  hoplites*,  60-6 1,  630,  638  ; 
shields,  631-632 

Army,  371,  641 ;  camp  followers, 
392,  43«i  641 ;  cavalry,  374-375. 
431.  632,  634-635,  638-639; 
commissariat,  638,  641 ;  drill, 
632-636,  642;  equipment  (see 
Armour);  hopUtes,  60-62,  630- 
632,  638-^39;  marching  order, 
634-635,  641-642;  mercenaries, 
470-471,  636,  640-641 ;  primi- 
tive, 404  ;  tactics,  633-635,  642- 

645 
Army:    Athenian,  470-47 1,    509; 

discipline,  470-472,  639 ;  mobili- 
sation, 471-472,  637 ;  organisa- 
tion, 452,  462,  635-639 

Army:  Spartan,  615,  633-634; 
mobilisation,  639-640;  organisa- 
tion, 430-431 

Arrhephoria,  295 

Arrhephoric  maidens,  92,  170,  288, 
295 

Art,  influence  on  religion,  92-93, 
102-104 

Artemis :  Apollo  connected  with, 
118,  128,  132-133;  Asiatic  in- 
fluence on,  103,  118,  128;  bear 
connected  with,  71,  134,  293 ; 
festivals,  293-294 ;  forms,  Asiatic, 
118,  135-136;  forma,  diversity  of, 
96-98,  132-136;  functions,  96- 
97,  103,  112,  133;  Homeric,  lOO, 
112,  118,  132;  moon-goddess, 
133-134;  "tatues,  10J-104,  133, 
176-178;  worship;  100, 133-^4; 
at  Ephesus,  96,  135-^6, 163-164 

Aryan  race :  organisation,  404, 442  ; 
religion  influenced  by,  68,  73,  76- 
82,  125 

Asklepius,  161 ;  festival,  293 ;  heal- 
ing god,  92,  100,  131,  170,  266- 
267  ;  oracles,  266-267  ;  priests 
as  physicians,  266,  355,  357-359 » 
temple  at  Athens,  15,  182,  357- 
358;  temples,  inscriptions  in,  179, 
182,  358-359;  votive  offerings, 
182,  358-359 ;  worship,  loo-ioi, 
131,  161 

Assault,  law  as  to,  535-53^ 


Associations  and  companies,  law  as 
to,  541 

Astrology,  257 

Asylums,  167-168 

Athena,  71,  85, 89;  Athens,  connec- 
tion with.  III,  117,  140-142; 
effigies  on  coins,  140^  142-143; 
festivals,  287-288,  294-295 ; 
forms,  diversity  of,  141 -142 ; 
functions,  1 11,  140-142,  166; 
Hephsstus,  connection  with,  118, 
131,  140,  143-144;  Homeric, 
III,  114,  117-118,  143;  myths, 
96  ;  origin,  140 ;  physical  aspect^ 
78,  III,  139-140;  statoes,  15, 
71,  142-143,  177,  181  ;  warlike^ 
qualities,  85,  1 14;  worship,  ii8,V 

142-143 
Athens :  Acropolis  (see  under  Aero- 

palU);  agora,  14-15*  483;  »™*y 
(see  under  Amy) 
Athens:   Constitution:   Are<ipagus» 

1 5. 1 7. 445. 447, 449. 452, 490-492, 

530-531 
Athens :  Constitution :  boule,  442- 

443.   445.   447,   449>   4Sh   4^2, 

464,  484-489  ;  officers,  485-486  ; 
power,  486-1488 ;  prytaneis,  485  ; 
relation   to    eoclesia,    451,   484, 

487-489,  495-499 
Athens :   Constitution :  citizenship, 

qualifications  for,  449-451,  453, 

4SMS7 ;  ©lasses,  445-447  ;  Olis- 

thener  reforms,  449-451 
Athens:  Constiti:^on :  demes,449- 

451,    453,    458-462,     4^;    ^ 

marchs,  459-461 
Athens  :   Constitution  :    dicasteria, 

447-449,  574-575,  57^58i.  592- 
597 ;  Draco's  reforms,  444-445* 
450,  490. 
Athens :  Constitution :  eoclesia, 
442,  445,  447,  449,  492-5<h; 
meetings,   12,  492-494;   powers, 

465,  471-473,  493-494.  499-504. 
518-519;  speakers,  496-497 

Athens:  Constitution :  finance,  472- 
475.  487.  503-5*4  ;  expenditure, 
505,  508-509;  financial  magis- 
trates, 473-475;  income,  505, 
509-514;  lituiwiee,  455,462-4631 
510-512,  658-660^  706-707; 
national  debt,  196,  507-508; 
theoric  fund,  474-475,  509  ;  want 
of  centralisation,  504-506 
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Athens :  Constitution :  foreign 
policy,  468,  472,  482  ;  franchise, 
extension,  447,  449,  492 ;  kings, 
442-444 

Athens  :  Constitution :  judicial  sys- 
tem, 518,  574-581 ;  arbitration, 
577-578,  586 ;  Ephetas,  53i-533» 
579 ;  Forty  Dicasts,  board  of,  576- 
577 ;  judicial  power  of  boule,  487- 
488 ;  judicial  power  of  ecclesia, 
503-504;  monthly  suits,  578, 592- 
593 ;  murder,  trials  for,  445,  530- 

533»  578-579 

Athens :  Constitution :  legal  pro- 
cedure, 581-597;  anakrisis,  572, 
574-576,  582,  586-592  ;  appeals, 
583.  597;  citations,  584-585; 
dicasteria,  trials  before,  592-597  ; 
fees,  583-586 ;  oaths,  589,  591- 
592  ;  parties  to  suits,  583-584 ; 
witnesses,  589-592,  594 

Athens  :  Constitution  :  legislation, 
process,  495-502 ;  indictments  for 
illegality,  501-502 ;  nomothetse, 
500-501,  506 ;  revision,  482, 491, 
500-501 

Athens :  Constitution :  magistrates, 
463-484 ;  apodektae,  473-475  J 
archons,  443,  445,  448,  452-453* 
465,  475-483,  490-49",  516-517. 
575  ;  basileus,  201, 443, 478-479  ; 
eponymous,  443,  476-478  ;  pole- 
march,  443,  445,  452,  479-480 ; 
thesmothetsa,  443,  480-483 

Athens :  Constitution :  magistrates, 
dokimasia,  453,  465,  467,  484; 
election,  447,  450-4S3i  464 »  by 
lot,  445,  447,  453i  462,  464,  474, 
489 ;  Eleven,  483 ;  Hellenotamis, 
464,474;  hipparchs,445,464,473, 
639;  judicial  powers,  463-464, 
476-483,  574-576  ;  liability  to  be 
called  to  account,  465-468,  469- 
471  ;  minor,  467-468,  483-484; 
phylarchs,  464,  473 ;  qualifica- 
tions, 445-447,  449.  452-453. 
464-465  ;  strategi,  445,  452-453. 
462-464,  467-473.  517-519.  637, 
639 ;   taxiarchtf,  452,  462,   464, 

473,  637 
Athens :  Constitution :  metics,  454- 

456,  479,  510  ;  nauoraries,  443- 
444,  447  ;  ostracism,  451 
Athens:  Constitution:  party  gov- 
ernment, 515-526  ;  parties,  448- 


449.  514-5*6,  519.  521-526; 
party  leaders,  519-521,  525- 
526 

Athens :  Constitution :  payment  for 
political  duties,  453,  484,  494- 
495.  505.  508-509,  581  ;  Pericles* 
reforms,  452-453, 491  ;  phratries, 
442,  449-45  ^  453.  457  ;  Solon's 
reforms,  446-448,  450,  490 

Athens :  Constitution  :  taxes,  455, 
459.  510-514;  collection,  512- 
514 ;  contributions  from  allies, 
472,  507.  509-510,  607-608; 
diviuion  of  taxation,  455,  5^2- 
513  ;  war  taxes,  455,  472,  511- 

Athens  :  Constitution  :  tribes,  441- 
442,449-451,461-463;  tyranny, 
448-449 ;  village  communities, 
441 

Athens:  crowding,  18,  32;  decline, 
628-629  ;  empire,  606-^10  ;  fes- 
tivals, 286-296;  harbour,  657- 
658 ;  houses,  17-19,  32-33.  36 ; 
inhabitants,  440-441  ;  uavy  (see 
under  Navy) ;  plan,  19  ;  police- 
men, 14,  389 ;  rise,  10 ;  senate- 
house,  14  ;  streets,  14,  483 

Atreus,  Treasury  of,  73 

Attica,  products  of,  9 

Aule,  Homeric,  22-23,  42 


Bail,  law  as  to,  540 

Banquets,  328-335  ;  symposia,  330, 

333-335 
Barbers'  shops,  324 

Baths,  314-315.  324.  326,  349;  in 
gymnasia,  3 1 5-316 ;  Homeric,  25- 

26,  29,  314-315.  342 
Beard,  method  of  wearing,  66 

Beds,  46-47.  57 

Beggars,  337,  414 
I  Bendis,  294 ;   Artemis,  connection 
I       with,  135 

Birds,    divination    by   (see    under 
DivintUion) 

Booksellers,  384 

Boxing  (see  under  PhynotU,  train- 
ing) 

Brauronia,  293 

Bribery,  laws  as  to,  559-560 

Building,  fashion  in,  33-34 

Burial,  547-548 ;  denied,  368-369 ; 
mode,  362-364,  366;   mourning 
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dutoms,  368 ;  offerings  to  the 
dead,  73-74,  366,  547;  places 
(see  Oravei  and  Tomha)  ;  rites, 
360-^2, 364-365*  548 ;  lacrificeB 
to  the  dead,  365-366 
Byesus,  60 

Gabibi,  mysteries  of,  285-286 

Cadmean  legends,  149 

Cairo,  houses,  34 

Calchas,  200,  212,  253 

Calendar,  Attic,  286-296 ;  ammge- 
ment,  286-287 

Callynteria,  294 

Canals,  372 

Capital  and  labour,  413-414 

Carians,  drees,  49 

Carystus,  temple,  174 

Castor  (see  Diotcuri) 

Cavalry  (see  under  ^rnw) 

Caves,  sacred,  173 ;  Trophonius' 
cave  (see  Trophonitu) 

Ceorops  daughters,  140-141 ;  ex- 
planation  of  myth,  91-92 

Chairs  (see  SeaU) 

Chalkia,  291 

Character,  6-9,  625-627  ;  influence 
of  climate,  6-7,  9;  influence  of 
phjrsical  features,  1-2,  6-8 

Charis,  114 

Childhood,  297-301 

Children :  amusements,  300-301, 
349 ;  birth,  297-298 ;  dress.  54, 
5^59*  63,  65 ;  education  (see 
BduetUion) ;  exposure,  298,  557, 
613 ;  names,  298-299  ;  nursing, 
299,    353 ;    relation    of   fathers, 

556-558 
Chiton,  57-58,  60 ;   Doric,  S^SSf 
58-59, 698 ;  Homeric,  57 ;  Ionian, 
49,  51 ;   method  of  wearing,  51- 

55.58  ^     „ 

Chlamys,  51,  56-58,  63 

Cities  :  aggregation  of  people  in, 
10,  413  ;  fortification,  648-649 ; 
growth,  lo-ii,  371,  413;  Ho- 
meric, 11-12;  migration  from 
country  to,  8,  10, 371,  413  ;  plan, 
19-20 ;  sites,  3,  10-12,  165 ; 
streets,  1 7-20;  suburbs,  20; 
walls,  II,  649  ;  water  supply,  21 

Class  distinctions,  8-9,  413,  415- 
416,  442.  522,  526  ^ 

■Clepsydra  of  Andronicus  of  Cyrrhus 
(Athens),  14-15 


ClepeydrsB  (see  WaUr-doeki) 

Climate,  2-5,  7,  9  ;  oompariaon  of 
ancient  and  modem,  5  ;  influence 
on  character,  6-7,  9-10 

Clubs,  328 

Coast-line,  1 

Coins  (see  Mimey) 

Colonies,  5-6,  8,  387-388 ;  daases, 
600-604  !  influence  on  commerce, 
387-388 ;  klerucbs,  602-604, 609- 
610 ;  origin,  387,  602 ;  relation 
to  mother-city,  ii,  387, 600-604, 
609  ;  sites,  1 1 

Comfort  and  decency,  ancient  and 
modem  ideas  as  to,  V>,  342 

Commerce,  12,  337,  386-394,  597 ; 
exports  and  imports,  388-390; 
Hermes  patron  of,  146-147 ;  in 
Homeric  times,  386-387,  413 ; 
importation  of  com,  373,  389; 
influence  of  colonies  on,  387-3^ ; 
merchant's  transactions,  392-394, 
396-397 ;  periods,  388 ;  Phoeni- 
cian traders,  386-387,  389;  piracy 
connected  with,  387 ;  tnde  routes, 

388-391 
Configuration  (see  PhyncaXfeaturet) 

Contracts,  law  as  to,  538,  541 
Cora  (see  Pertephme) 
Corinth,  importance,  378,  387 
Coronis,  mother  of  Asldepius,  10 1 
CotUbos,  game  of,  334-335 
Cotytto,  worship,  215 
Courtyard  of  Homeric  house,  22- 

23 

Craneion,  suburb  of  Corinth,  20 

Crete  :  Constitution :  agelse,  436- 
437 ;  assembly,  439 ;  boule,  439 ; 
citisenship,  437-438 ;  oommon 
meals,  435-438  ;  oo«mi,  438-439* 
569;  education,  435-436;  kings, 
438-439;  military  spirit,  435; 
oligarchical  tendency,  438-439; 
resemblance  to  Spartan,  435-436 

Crete:  inhabitants,  432-433;  l4w 
(see  Oortyna  Code);  slaves,  classes, 
433-434*  615-616 

CrcBHUs,  consults  Delphic  oracle,  99 

Cronus,  116 

Cuirass  (see  under  Armour) 

Cults,  confined  to  one  sex,  92, 
153 ;  local,  94-95 ;  orgiastic  (see 
Orgitutie  rndtt) ;  origin,  196-198, 

'  201 ;  rise  in  character,  94; 
variety,  94-99,  121-122 
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Cybele :  Phrygian  origin,  88  ;  wor- 
ship, 215-218,  222 
Cyclopes,  anarchy  among,  405,  409 

Danoiko  (see  under  Physical  train- 

Darics,  399,  401 

Dead,  worship  of  (see  Ancedov' 
toorihip) 

Debt,  laws  as  to,  538-540,  569 

DeloB,  170;  Apollo,  sacred  to,  128- 
129,  234-  235 ;  Confederacy,  First, 
452,  606-609;  Second  da,  609- 
610;  house  at,  33,40-41;  temple 
of  Apollo,  184-185,  187-188 

Delphi,  85-86;  oracle,  106-107, 
264-265 ;  influence  of  oracle  on 
growth  of  National  Pantheon, 
106-107 

Delphi :  temple,  187 ;  legend  of 
foundation,  129-130;  Omphalus, 
70 ;  Pythian  priestess,  98,  264 

Delphi :  theatre,  170 

Delphinia,  293 

Demeter:  festivals,  290,  292;  func- 
tions, 152-153;  Homeric,  1 13, 
150-151  ;  myth,  151 ;  physical 
meaning  of  myth,  11^  151 ;  wor- 
ship (see  also  £leiuvnian  mytte- 
nei),  149,  152-153 

Depopulation,  617,  628-629 

Despoena,  78,  96 

Diasia,  125,  239,  292,  295 

Dictynna,  connection  with  Artemis, 
135 

Diet,  326-328;  fish,  327,  377,  388; 
meals,  328 ;  salt,  377  ;  wine,  326, 

33«>-332 

Dii^enes  the  Cynic,  20 

Dione,  1 15,  123 

Dionysus,  663-664 ;  Bleusinian 
mysteries,  connection  with,  278  ; 
festivals,  289,  291-293,  296,  704- 
705  ;  myths,  154-155  5  Thracian 
origin,  154;  worship  (see  also 
und(!r  Orgiatlie  cuJU),  155,  296  ; 
Zagreus,  connection  with,  156, 
278 

Dioscuri  :  forms,  diversity  of,  97, 
136-137  ;  functions,  97, 136-138; 
Laconian  deities,  97,  136  ;  physi- 
cal aspect,  136 

Diplois,  52-54,  59 

Disease :  physicians  (see  Physiciam) ; 
treatment,  355-360 


Divination,  98 ;  birds,  256-257 ; 
dreams,  255,  258-259 ;  umens, 
interpretation  of,  253-260;  ora- 
cles (see  OfucUt) ;  origin,  251- 
253  ;  sacrifices,  259-260  ;  sooth- 
sayers (see  Soothaayer$) 

Divorce  (see  under  Marriage) 

Dodona,  oracle  ut  Zeus  at,  98,  122- 
123,  261-263 

Doors,  historic  houses,  36,  43  ;  Ho> 
merio  houses,  23-24 

Dorians,  7,  415.  43^-435 

Drama :  actors,  666-667,  670,  699- 

702  ;   costumes,   670,    695-699  ; 

masks,  670,  695-696 
Drama  :  choregi,  706-707  ;  chorus, 

667,  671,  702-704 ;   corjrphseus, 

^7,  703-704 

Drama:  comedy,  662-663,  ^^i  705- 
706;  connection  with  Dionysiac 
worship,  293,  662-667,  671,  704- 
706 

Drama:  contests,  666-667,  705-708  ^ 
decisions,  709-712;  differences 
between  Attic  and  modem,  667- 
671 ;  dithyrambs,  662-663,  666- 
667  ;  eccyolema,  689-693,  695  ; 
machineiy,  693-694 ;  orchestra, 
670-672  ;  674-^75  ;  origin,  662- 
667;  671-672;  place,  672- 
685 

Drama :  plays,  708-709  ;  perform- 
ance, 709-71 1 ;  production,  704- 
709 ;   selection  by  archon,  669^ 

707-709 
Drama  :     proscenium,     676-685 ; 

satyric,  662-663,  699 ;    scenery, 
670,  672,  685-689,  691,694-695  ; 
stage,  670,  672-685  ;  state  insti- 
tution, 668-670,  705-707 
Drama:   theatro,  at  Delphi,  170; 
development,  671-673;  Dionysiac 
(Athens),  12,  15,  668.  673-675; 
at  Epidaurus,  674-676 
Drama :  tragedy,  662-663 
Dress,  49-67  ;  Athenian,  50,  58  ; 
children's,    54,   58-59,   63,    65  ; 
chiton  (see  Chiton) ;  chlamys  (see 
Chlamys) ;  colours,  60 ;  compari- 
son with  modem,  50 ;  diplois  (see 
JHj^oii) ;   Doric    style,    49-51  ; 
hair-dressing,  64-66 ;   hats,  63- 
64  ;    Himation  (see   ffivuUion) ; 
Homeric,._J^[^..^l04— Ionic   style^ 
49-51  ;    manufacture,  382-3^3  ; 
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materially  51,  60 ;  niilitary,  60- 

62  ;  OrientiJ,  63  ;  primitive,  50 ; 
sculpture,  authority  as  to,  49-511 

63  ;  shoes,  64  ;  slaves%  58-60 ; 
Spartan,  58-59 ;  under-garments, 
49>  59  9  women's  (see  under 
Women) 

Eabtbenwarx  (see  Va$e4) 

Earthquakes,  4 

Ecdesia  (see  under  Athent) 

Education,  301-313,  435-436;  ad- 
vanced, 310-313 ;  girls',  343  ; 
musical,  304,  309;  object,  301, 
303-306,  309,  343;  p«Klaffogues, 
303;  physical  (see  Phydoal  train- 
tnr/) ;  regulations  as  to,  302 ; 
schools,  102,  302-304,  307.  3<'9- 
310;  SparUn,  302,310,428-429; 
subjects  of  instruction,  304,  307- 
309,  311-312  ;  teachers,  306-307, 

3" 
Eileithuia,   158;   subject  to  Hera, 

127,  129,  158 

Kleusis,  temple  of,  175-176 

Eleusinian  mysteries,  94,  1 51-153, 

213,   275-284,  289;   ceremonies, 

240,  275,  278^-284  ;  development, 

105-106,277-278;  dramas,  sacred, 

275-276.  281-284;  games,  283; 

influence  on  growth  of  National 

Pantheon,  105-106;  membership, 

276,     279 ;     officials,     275-277 ; 

origin,    198*    275,  277;  secrecy, 

275-279 

KoR,  identified  with  Aryan  deities, 

79 

Ephebi,  311-312,  635-637;  train- 
ing. 3  ""31 3.  636 

Ephesus:  Artemis,  temple  of,  175, 
187  -  188,  195  - 196  ;  worship, 
96,  i35-»36,  163-164;  asylum, 
168 

Epicteta,  will  of,  196-197 

Epidaunis,  sacred  to  Asklepius, 
[oo ;  theatre  at,  674-676 

Epirotes,  8 

Epitaphia,  289-290 

Erechtheium,  175 

Krecbtheus,  140 

Erichthonius,  Attic  hero,  71,  287 

Erinnyes,  116 

Eris,  116 

Eros,  158;  connection  with  Aphro- 
dite, 150 


Eubemerus,  76 
Excavations,  lo-ii,  28-31 

Faibs,  392 

Family :  importance  of,  404-405  ; 
law  as  to  relations,  556-550 ; 
patria  potetUu,  566;  patriarehal 
system,  404,  563,  566;  worship, 

4041  547.  550.  565 
Farmers  (see  under  AffricvUure) 

Fate,  Homeric,  109,  116- 1 17 

Festivals,  286-296,  325 

Fishing,  377 

Food  (see  Diet) 

Forests,  3,  5.  388 

Fortune  personified,  x^ 

Furniture  (see  under  Jaou$e) 

Gambumo,  325 

Gamelia,  291-292 

Games,  20,  269-274,  287-288 

Games:  contests,  272-274,  317- 
322 ;  horse-races,  273-274 ;  musi- 
cal, 269-270,  287 

Games :  decline,  269,  322  ;  Elt-u- 
sinian,  283 ;  fairs,  connection 
with,  392  ;  influence  on  growth 
of  National  Pantheon,  105 ;  Isth- 
mian, 138,  269;  Nemean,  269; 
Oljrmpian,  270-274;  Panathenaic, 
287-288 ;  prizes,  269,  283,  287- 
288 ;  Pythian,  269 ;  religions 
character,  105,  271  ;  sacred  truce 
during,  269-270;  temples,  held 
at,  20 ;  victors,  honours  paid  to, 
274 

Genesia,  289 

Gigantomachy,  123 

Girdles,  53-54,  58 

Gods  (see  also  Pantheon) :  Asiatic, 
83-85;  complex  nature,  122; 
connection  with  animals,  70-71, 
89-90,  188,  247,  257  ;  demons, 
1 57-1 58  ;  goddesses,  83-85  : 
heroes  (see  Iferoee) ;  Homeric, 
108-109,  1 1 7- 1 19;  identification, 
78-82,  96-97;  leaser,  1 1 5-1 16, 
138-139 ;  localisation,  97-9S, 
I17-II9,  163-166,  172;  moun- 
tains, worshipped  on,  123-124, 
164-165 ;  ofiFerings  (see  under 
TempUe) ;  physiotl  ideas  con- 
nected with,  76-78, 122, 164-165; 
property  (see  under  Templei); 
rationalisation,     76,      102-103 ; 
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rivalry,  99-100,  11 7-1 19;  river, 
115,  119,  139;  Ma,  138-139 

Gortyna  Code,  439-440,  561-574; 
law8  as  to  adoption,  565-566; 
inberitance,  562-568;  liberty  of 
tbe  person,  J68-569;  marriage, 
563  -  565  ;  ]iidi<»al  procedure, 
569-574;  CO- jurors,  571-572; 
purgatory  oatbs,  570-572;  wit- 
nesses, 570-571 

Graves  (see  also  Tbmbt),  1 1,  20, 
23.  28,  73 ;  in  agoras,  15 ;  in 
Homeric  bouses,  23 

Guardians,  552-553 

Gymnasia,  17,  19,  313;  exercises, 
317-322;  plan,  315-317 

Habits,  21  ;  abstemious,  330-333 
Hades,    153-154;    Homeric,    113, 

"5 
Hair,  method  of  wearing,  64-66 

Hall  of  Homeric  houses  (see 
liegaron) 

Haloa,  291 

Harbours,  19,  657-658 

Harpies,  116 

Hats,  63-64 

Hearth:  city,  198-199,290;  Homeric 
house,  24-25,  75-76 ;  temple,  165 

Hebe,  115,  127 

Hecate,  71,  10 1 ;  Artemis'  connec- 
tion with,  134-135 ;  functions, 
134 ;  worship,  I34-I35f  1^6 

Helios,  115 

Helmets  (see  under  Armour) 

Helots  (see  under  Sparta) 

Hephaestus:  connectionwithAthena, 
118,  131,  140.  143-144;  festival, 
291;  functions,  113,  143-144; 
Homeric,  1 13-1 14,  I17-I18,  144; 
worship,  143-144 

Hera:  character,  no,  129;  func- 
tions, 100,  i2lS-i2'j ;  Homeric, 
loo-ioi,  no,  1 17-1 18;  myths, 
lOl  ;  origin,  125-127;  physical 
idea,  78,  126 ;  statues,  126^127, 
176;  worship,  84,  100,  II 7- 118, 
124-127 

Herakles  :  character,  156- 157  ; 
myths,  81,  88,  91  ;  Phoenician 
origin,  88,  157  ;  transition  from 
hero  to  god,  157,  160-161 ;  wor- 
ship widespread,  88,  1 57 

Heralds,  208-209 

Hezmes,  .71;  character,  115,  144- 


145;  functions,  80-81,  104,  1 1 5, 
14^-147, 166;  Homeric,  115, 117- 
iio,  144-145;  identified  with 
Saram&,  80-81 ;  physical  idea, 
78,  80,  145  ;  statues,  19.  41, 104, 
147-148,  166;  worship  wide- 
spread, 145-146 

Heroes:  descent, 90;  worship,  158- 
161,  166 

Hersephoria,  92 

Hesiod:  influence  on  growth  of 
National  Pantheon,  101-102, 121 ; 
Theogony,  101,  119-120,  134- 
135  ;  Works  and  Days,  119 

Hestia,  2j8 ;  altars,  41-42,  75-76 ; 
Homenc,  116 

Hetssne,  66,  221.  332,  335.  349. 
613;  position,  352.354 

Hieropjoei,  184-185,  189 

Himation,  51,  57-59;  method  of 
wearing,  55-56,  58-59,  303; 
Spartan,  58 

Hippias  the  Sophist,  38-39 

Hippocrates  the  Sophist,  37-39 

Homer,  104-105 ;  aristocratic  nature 
of  society,  121 ;  hymns,  105, 144- 
145, 149, 155 ;  influence  on  growth 
of  National  Pantheon,  101-102, 
104-105, 121  ;  state  in  (see  under 
SUUe) 

Horcus,  232 

Horses,  374-37S>  632 

Hospitahty,    339-340 ;    Homeric, 

336-337 

Houses,  17-19;  Athenian,  17-19, 
32-33*  36;  decoration,  43-46; 
doors,  22-24,  36,  43  5  '»"»»  33" 
34  ;  floors,  26,  28,  43 ;  furniture, 
45-48,  382 

Houses :  Homeric,  21-31,  75-76 ; 
compared  with  palace  of  Tiryns, 
29-31 ;  compared  with  private 
houses,  31-32,  42-43 

Houses:  lighting,  25,  33,  43-44; 
lodging,  45 ;  materials,  18-19,  35» 
381  ;  private,  31-48;  roof,  19,28, 
45 ;  warming,  35,  44 ;  windows, 
18,  35,  43;  women's  apartments 
(see  under  Women) 

Hunting,  327-328,  376 

Hygieia,  92-93 ;  daughter  of  Askle- 
pius,  92,  10 1 

Hymns  (see  under  Ritwd) 

Hypaethral  opening  in  houses,  25, 

33>43 
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LkOOHUB,  277-279 

Inheritance,  laws  as  to,  542-553, 

557,    562-568;    obligations     of 

heirs,  547-548,  5^5  ;  wills,  543, 

,  545-547,  563 
Inns,  339-340 

10,90 

lonians,  7,  440-442 

Iphigenia,  244 

Iris,  messenger  of  the  gods,  1 10, 1 1 5, 

146 

Islam,  94-95 

Islands  of  ^geau,  1-2,  4 

Isthmian  games  (see  under  Chmet) 

K1NO8,  31-32, 404,  438-439  ;  Athe- 
nian  (see  nuder  Athent) ;  connect 
tion  with  priests,  200-201,  424, 
442,  478;  Homeric,  406,  408- 
412  ;  legendary,  11  ;  Spartan  (see 
under  ^nirta) ;  war,  404,  438, 
442 

Lakouaob,  81 

Law,  406,  560-561 

Law,  Attic,  526-560;  as  to  con- 
tracts, 538 ;  family  relations, 
55^558;  inheritance,  542-553, 
557,  562-563;  marriage,  553- 
556  ;  oCFenoes  against  the  state, 
558-560;  property,  537-542; 
protection  of  life,  528-533 ;  pro- 
tection  of  the  persofa,  534-537 

Law,  Cretan  (see  Oortyna  Code) 

Law  :  customs,  406,  409  -  410, 
526-527;    written,    527,    561, 

573 
Lebadeia.  oradeof  (see  Trophomut) 

Leda,  136 

Leneea,  291 

Leto,  129;  Homeric,  88,  11 2- 113, 

118;    Phrygian  origin,  87,   118, 

128 
Life,  daily,  323-335  ;  publicity  of, 

21.  23,  33,  323,  340 
Linen,  51,  60 
Lycurgus,  15,  421-422 

Mantinbia,  10 

Manufactures,  377-383 ;  dealers, 
19,  391^392  ;  division  of  labour, 
381-383,  413;  gods,  I43-J44, 
146,  291  ;  guilds,  380 ;  hand- 
workers, 337,  377-381,  413; 
hereditary     occupations,     380 ; 


slave  labour,  378-381,  61 7-619, 
627 ;  trade  routes  (see  under 
GoM/mcrc6) 

Marathon,  festival  in  honour  of 
victory,  289 

Markets  (see  Agora) 

Marriage,  343-348,  404*  437;  •r- 
rangement,  343-344 ;  ceremonies, 
344-348 ;  divorce,  344-345.  554- 
556  ;  dowry,  543,  556*  563,  566- 
567;    heiresses,    437,   543,   550, 

563-565  ;  l*w«  w  to.  553-555 ; 
married  women's  property,  555- 
556,  563,  566-568  ;  object,  343, 

353 
Meals,  328 

Megaron  of  Homeric  house,  23-26^ 

42,  75-76 

Metics,  454-456 ;  employment,  378- 

379 ;  l«g»l  status,  454-455.  479  5 

tax  on,  455,  510 
Money :  barter,  394 ;  cattle  measore 

of  value,  370,  386,  397-398 
Money :  coins,  392,  397-403  ;  de- 

Uils,  97,  100,  125,  135,  137,  140, 

142,  400-403;  gold,  399,  401, 
403;  Homeric,  397-398;  lending 
(see  Utury) ;  origin,  398-401 

Morals,  170,  194-195,  233,  383, 
625-627 

Mountains,  3t  10 ;  gods  worshipped 
on,  123-124,  1^-166;  inhabi- 
tants, 3,  7-8 

Munychia,  293-294 

Murder :  homicide,  involuntary, 
530-533,  619,  627;  voluntary, 
530-533;  I*'"  »«  to,  528-533; 
purification,  240-243, 619 ;  slaves, 
619,  627;   trials  for,   445,   452, 

478,  491-492.  530-533,  578-579; 
wergeld,  240-241,  404,  406- 
409 

Music,  226-227  ;  contests  at  games, 
269-270 ;  musical  education  (see 
under  Bduoation) ;  musicians, 
209 

Mycens,  11-12,  117;  civilisation, 
404-405 ;  palace,  21-22 ;  trea- 
suries, 23,  28,  73 

Mysteries,  200,  224,  274-286 ; 
Gabiri,  285-286 ;  Eleusinian  (see 
JKZsuMnian  MytUrin) 

Myths,  etiological  elements,  89, 91- 
93  ;  animal,  89-90 ;  classification, 
88-94 ;  coitus,  91-94 ;  ethical,  93- 
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94;  He8iod*8  Theogony,  loi,  119- 
120,  134-135;  hiatorical,  91; 
meteorological,  77,  79-82,  90 ; 
phyaical,  77,  90-91  ;  relation  to 
Aryan  mythology,  77-82;  variety, 
95-96 

Natubalibm  in  religion,  68-69,  7^ 
82,  122 ;  Aryan  comparative 
mythology,  77-78 ;  meteorological 
myths,  77-^2, 90;  physical  myths, 
90-91 

Nancratis,  33 

Navy,  462,  487;  Athenian,  511- 
512,  657-660 ;  biremes,  652-655 ; 
equipment,  5 1 1-5 1 2,  658-660 ; 
bar  boors  of  Athens,  657-658 ; 
Homeric  ships,  651-652;  Spartan, 
419,  431-432;  tactics,  660-661  ; 
transports,  660 ;  triremes,  650- 
651,  655^57 

Nemean  Games  (see  under  Oamet) 

Nereus,  116,  160 

Nicsea,  20 

Nike  (see  Vietory) 
.  Nobles,  406,  4x0-413,  415-416 
-A  Nurses,  299 ;  Laconian,  299,  553 

Nymphs,  139,  299;  Homeric,  115 

Oaths  (see  under  HUtud) 

Ooeanus,  116 

Olympia:  altis  of  Zeus,  1 71-172, 
270-271 ;  games,  270-274;  gym- 
nasium, 316-317;  oracle,  260- 
261  ;  prytaneium,  165;  worship 
of  Hera,  124,  127;  worship  of 
Zeus,  124-125 

Olympus,  Homeric,  108-109,   115, 

163 
Oracles,  98, 200,  260-268 ;  Apolline, 

260,  264-266  ;  Delphi  (see  under 
Delphi) ;  divination  (see  Divina- 
iion) ;  Dodona  (see  Dodona)  ; 
dream,  266-267 ;  influence  on 
growth  of  National  Pantheon, 
106-107;  interpretation  of  omens, 
253-263;  mode  of  answer,  261, 
263-266;  omen,  260-263;  sooth- 
sayers (see  SocAhsayers) ;  Tro- 
phonius  (see  Trophoniut) 
Orohomenus,  Treasury  of,  23,  28, 

73 
Ordeal,  232 

Orgiastic  cults,   212-222 ;   Diony- 

siac,  154-156,  212-214,  234>  246, 


296;  extension,  214-216;  legal 
status,  219-220 ;  membership, 
2 1 5-2 16,  222  ;  moral  bea ring, 
220-222;  organisation,  217-219 ; 
Orgeones  of  Piraeus,  216-218 ; 
priests,  2 1 7-2 19;  ritual,  215- 
216 

Orestes,  241 

Orphans,  guardianship  of,  552-553 

Orpheus  :  connection  with  Diuny- 
siac  worship,  213-214 

Oschophoria,  2&() 

Palaces  (see  Houtea) 

Palaestrce  (see  Oymncuia) 

Pan,  148,  154 ;  localisation,  148 

Panathenaic  festival,  207,  287-288 ; 
stadium,  17 

Pancratium  (see  under  Phynoal 
training) 

Pantheon  (see  also  Qodt) :  divine 
honours  paid  to  men,  161-162 ; 
Hesiodic,  1 19-120  ;  historic, 
121-162;  Homeric,  108-119;  na- 
tional, formation,  94- 1 08;  causes, 
101-106 ;  twelve  greater  gods, 
107 

Parasites,  335 

Paris,  judgment,  99 

Parthenon  (see  under  Acropclit) 

Pasturage,  370,  374-37^;  decline, 
375 ;  in  Homeric  times,  370  ; 
live  stock,  374-376 

Pedagogues  (see  under  Education) 

Peiraeus,  ii,  32  ;  agora,  14  ;  houses, 
32-33;  Orgeones,  216-218 

PJasgi,  82-83 

Pleiades,  priestesses  of  Dodona, 
263 

Peloponnesian  confederacy,  605- 
606 

Pentathlum  (see  under  Physical 
training) 

Peplus,  57 

Pergamon,  Asklepius  worshipped 
at,  100,  131 

Periceci  (see  under  Sparta) 

Persephone,  277  ;  Demeter,  con- 
nection with,  113,  153;  Hades, 
connection  with,  113,  153-154; 
festivals,  291-292;  Homeric,  113, 
115;  myth,  151-152 ;  physical 
aspect,  90,  277 

Personal  characteristics  (see  Phy- 
iique) 

2  Z 
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Phuroa,  lighthouse  of,  19-20 

Pheidias,  statues  of,  71,  124,  142 

Pblegra,  plains  of,  123 

Phryne,  219-221 

Physical  features,  1-5,  10 ;  influ- 
ence on  character,  1-2,  6-8 ; 
threefold  division,  2-4 

Physical  training,  93,  310, 313-322, 
324 ;  boxing,  272,  319-320 ;  boys, 
31O1  313  ;  dancing,  310,  321-322; 
ephebi,  312,  636;  pancratium, 
272-273,  310,  320;  pentathlum, 
272,  318-319;  racing,  272,  317, 
320-321  ;  wrestling,  272,  317- 
318 

Physicians,  3S5-357,  3S9-3^  i 
Homeric  355  ;  priests  of  Aside- 
pius  (see  under  AtJdepius) ;  state, 

355-356^ 

Physique,  6 

Piracy,  8 ;  connection  with  com- 
merce, 387  ;  source  of  slave  sup- 
ply, 6i2-6n 

Platssa,  35  ;  festiyal  in  honour  of 
victory,  288-289 

Plynteria,  294 

Pnyx,  12,  15,  493 

Polycleitns,  statues  of,  126- 1 27 

Polydeuces  (see  IHoaouri) 

Pompeii,  31,  33-34  ;  paleastra,  315- 
316 

Poseidon,  89,  117  ;  character,  ill ; 
functions,  137-138;  Homeric, 
lio-iix,  117,  137;  origin,  117, 
137  ;  physical  aspect,  iio-ili  ; 
worship,  117-118,  137-1381  165 

Prayers  (see  under  Ritual) 

Precincts,  sacred :  altars,  169 ; 
asylums,  167-168 ;  buildings, 
167-172  ;  origin,  163-167,  172  ; 
sanctity,  167-169;  tombs,  170, 
172 

Priests :  classes  of,  206-209 ;  dis- 
tinct from  soothsayers,  199-200, 
253-254 ;  dress  and  appearance, 
206, 698  ;  duration  of  office,  204- 
205  ;  election,  202-204 ;  emolu- 
ments, 192,  199,  209-211,  237, 
251 ;  functions,  205-209  ;  heredi- 
tary offices,  201-202,  266 ;  Ho- 
meric, 200,  210;  lay  assistants, 
207-209  ;  qualifications,  200-204, 
208  ;  relation  between  kings  and, 
200-201,  424,  442,  478;  sale  of 
office,  204,  209 


Prodicus  the  Sophist,  38-39 

Products,  3,  9 

Professions,  383-3S6  ;  actors,  3S6  ; 

artists,  381,  384-385  ;  1«8*1. 3*3- 
384 ;  literary,  384 ;  mediczne 
(see  Physieiant) ;  teaching  (see 
under  Education) 

Prometiieus,  relation  to  Vedic 
myths,  79-80 

Property,  371-372,  537  ;  l^wsaato, 
537-542  ;  married  women's,  555- 
556.  5^31  566-568 ;  suiU  as  to, 
576-578,  5S6 

Prophets  (see  Sootfttayert) 

Prozenoe,  479-480,  598-600 

Prytaneium,  165,  198-199,  290 

Pyanepsia,  289 

Pythagoreans,  214,  224 

Fythia  (see  under  Delphi) 

Pythian  games,  269 


Qo 


381 


Racbb,  83  ;  threefold  division,  7-8 

Religion,  72,  82 ;  anoestor-wordixp 

(see  Aneettor-wonhip) ;    anthro- 

rtmorphism,  165,  172  ;  Arcadian, 
;  Aryan  influence  on,  68,  75, 
76-82,  125  ;  Asiatic  influence  aa, 
69,  83-88,  124-125  ;  belief  in  a 
future  life,  73-75,  104,  106,  153- 
1 54  ;  comparison  of  Aryan  and 
Semitic,  94-95 ;  conservatism, 
201  ;  development,  94-95;  ele- 
ments, borrowed,  69,  82-88; 
elements,  mixed,  68-69,  94-95  ; 
elements,  national,  69-76  ;  festi- 
vals, 286-296,  325;  Homeric, 
212,  234;  impiety,  law  as  to, 
560 ;  influence  of  art  on,  92-93, 
102-104 ;  monotheism,  rise  ctf, 
107,  119,  121,  124;  national,  de- 
cline, 107-108 ;  national,  rise, 
94-108 ;  naturalism  (see  Satwral- 
urn) ;  popular,  212,  214,  221-222, 
230 ;  relation  of  mythology  to 
the  Vedas,  78-82 ;  relation  to 
Roman  religion,  81-82 ;  totemism 
(see  Totemism) 
Rhea,  116 

Rhodes,  centre  of  commerce,  388 
Ritual,  222-235  *  curses,  227-230 ; 
hyoms,  225-227 ;  oaths,  230-233, 
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571  ;  ordeal,  232;  prayer,  223- 
235  ;  purificatiooB,  223,  233-235 

Biven,  3;  ffodi,  115,  119,  139; 
worship,  164-165 

R<»d».  338-339.  366,  619 


SABAZiua,  worship  of,  215-216,  222 

Sacrifices,  231,  235-251  ;  choice 
of  victims,  237-238,  245-248 ; 
chthonio  deities,  to,  248,  251  ; 
dead,  to  the,  365-366 ;  divination, 
259-260 ;  donatory,  236-239 ; 
fire,  place  of,  237-238,  250-251  ; 
Homeric,  200,  239 ;  hnuan,  73- 
74,  125,  243-245,  294  ;  libations, 
224,  238-239 ;  mystic,  245-246  ; 
origin,  235-236  ;  piacnlar,  239- 
245 ;  purifications  (see  under 
JUtual) ;  ritual,  248-251 

Salamis,  festival  in  honour  of  vic- 
tory, 294 

Samoa,  Hera  worshipped  at,  84, 
118,  127 

Scamander,  115 

Schools  (see  under  Education) 

Scirophoria,  295 

Sculpture,  6 ;  dress  (see  under 
Drets) 

Seals,  43 

Seats,  46 

Selene,   connection   with  Artemis, 

135 
Selli,  priests  of  Zeus   at  Dodona, 

122,  261,  263 
Semele,  155 
Shoes,  64 
Shops,  34-35,  324 ;  barbers',  324 ; 

booksellers',  384 ;  wine,  332-333 
Shrines,  15,  19,  41-42 
Sidonians,  113 
Sieges,  646,  649-650;  fortification 

of  cities,  648-^50 ;  engines,  646- 

648 
SUk,  60 
Slaves,  611-629  »  cIamss,  414,  423- 

424,  433-434.  611,  614-616,  624; 

dress,  58-60 
Slaves,  effeiits  of  slavery,  611,  625- 

629;  economical,  617,  627-628; 

moral,  625-627;   political,  628- 

629 
Slaves,  emancipation,  195, 414, 622- 

624 ;  employment,  378-381,  617- 

619, 627 ;  evidence  under  torture, 


589.  591-592,  627 ;  HeloU  (see 
under  Sparta)  ;  Homeric,  414, 
61 1-612 ;  law  as  to  liberty  of  the 
person,  568-569;  numbers,  617, 
624-625 ;  Periooci  (see  under 
Sparta) ;  power  of  masters  over, 

414,  619-^20,  626-627;  prices, 
625  ;  rights,  414,  434,  563,  616 ; 
serfs,  614-617, 620-621, 624, 627- 
628 ;  sources  of  supply,  414, 61 1- 
6x4 ;  temples  as  slave-owners, 
»94-i95 ;  trade  in,  386-^87,  414, 
612-614;  treatment,  381,  414, 
434.  619-620,  627 

Societies,  religious :  organisation, 
196-21 1 ;  origin,  196-199;  priests 
(see  PriesU) 

Socrates:  charge  against,  219-220; 
visit  to  Protagoras,  37-38,  3*3 

Solon,  421-422 

Soothsayers,  98,  199-200,  212,  253- 
256,  260 ;  books,  255  ;  distinct 
from  priests,  199-200^  253-254; 
hereditary,  254,  260 

Sparta,  4;  agora,  15;  army  (see 
under  Army) 

Sparta:  constitution:  assembly, 41^ 
417,  425-426  ;  citizenship,  quali- 
fications for,  417,  424,  429,  437  ; 
class  distinctions,  415-417,  423- 
424  ;  common  meals,  327,  417, 
424-425, 429, 437  ;  conservatism, 
8,  416 ;  education  (see  under 
EdueeUion) ;  Ephors,  419-421, 
425-427;  foreign  policy,  419-420, 
424-425, 427 ;  Gerontes,  416-418, 
425-427;  kings,  200-201,  416- 
419,  424-425;  Lycurgus  and, 
421-422 ;  oligarchical  tendency, 
416-421, 427 ;  tribes,  424 ;  village 
communities,  415,  419,  424 

Sparta:  decline,  617,  62&-629; 
Helots,  423,  614-615,  620-621, 
624-625,  628  ;  iuhabitants,  414- 

415,  423,  440-441  ;  land,  allot- 
ment of,  415-417,  421-423  ;  mili- 
tary state,  427-429.  633,  639; 
navy  (see  under  Navy) ;  Pelopon- 
nesian  confederacy  under,  605- 
606;  PerioBci,  423,  431,  614-^15, 
628 

Sphinx,  92 

Stadia,  17 

States,  629 

States,  Homeric,  404-414;  aasem- 
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blies,  405,  409 ;  cuBtoms,  406, 
409-4IO;  gerontes,  406,  410-413; 
justice,  adDiinistrktion  of,  405- 
409,  411 ;  kings,  406,  408-412 

States,  iDtematiooftl  relations,  597- 
610;  colony  and  mother  city,  11, 
387,  600-604,  609;  position  of 
guests,  597-598 ;  proxenos,  479- 
480,  59&-600 

Statues,  Artemis,  103-104,  133, 
176-178;  Athena,  15,  71,  142- 
143,  177,  181  ;  in  agoras,  13-14, 
19;  Hera,  126-127, 176;  Hermse, 
19,  41  ;  Hermes,  104,  147 ;  in 
houses,  41-42  ;  in  streets,  19, 41  ; 
in  templen,  176-179 

StesichoruB,  poems  of,  1 02- 1 03 

Stose  (see  Areades) 

Streets,  17-20 ;  narrow,  17  ;  unim- 
posing  aspect,  18,  35 

Suicides,  burial  of,  368-369,  533 

Sundials,  14,  47,  323 

Sunshades,  67 

Syracuse,  agora  of,  12-13 

Symposia  (see  under  JBanquet$) 

Tablelands,  3 

Tables,  47 

Taxes,  190  ;  custom  duties,  339 

Tegea,  temple  of  Athena,  167-168 

Teiresias,  200,  254 

Temples,  172-186 ;  adornment, 
178-180, 186  ;  Adytum,  178-179 ; 
altars,  169-170;  bankers,  195- 
196  ;  expenses,  191-192  ;  hearth, 
165  ;  inscriptions,  179,  182-184, 
188-189,  193,  202,  35^359; 
neutral  ground,  166  ;  offerings  to 
the  gods,  177,  179-186,  236-238, 

358-359;  origin,   172-173.   197; 
plan,   174-180;    primitive,    173- 

174 
Temples:  property,   167,  186-196; 

administration,  186-187,  189-190^ 

193-194,  209  ;  audit  of  temple  at 

Deloe,    188-192;    revenue,    190- 

191,  508 

Temples  :  ritual  (see  HUual) ;  seats 
of  games,  20,  167 ;  servants,  170, 
191-192 ;  sites,  1 1,  13-14,  20, 
x66 ;  slave-owners,  194-195 ; 
statues  in,  176-179 

Thargelia,  294 

Theatres  (see  under  Drama) 

Theft,  law  as  to,  538 


Themis,  115 

Theogony,  Hesiod's  (see  SetUMi) 

Theseus,  festivals  in  honour  of,  289- 
290 

Thesmophoria,  152-153,  290 

Thetes,  413,  512 

Thetis,  113,  X15 

Tiryns:  palace,  11,  21-22,  29-30^ 
41  ;  walls,  12,  91 

Titans,  116 

Tombs,  73-74,  366-368;  oontenfts, 
73-74,  366;  representations  and 
inscriptions,  228,  366-368 

Totemism,  68^72,  86,  90,  164-165, 
173.  233.  235-236,  245 ;  connec- 
tion between  gods  and  animals, 
70-71,  89-90.  188.  247,  257; 
influence,  slight,  69-72 ;  nature 
of  a  totem,  70 

Tower  of  the  Winds,  14-15 

Toys,  300 

Trade,  capital  and  labour  dis- 
tinguished, 4 1 3-4 1 4 ;  contempt 
for,  64-65.  113,  377-379.  619; 
dealers,  391--392;  laws  as  to 
conditions  of  sale,  541-542 

Travelling,      336-340 ;      Homeric, 

336-337;   inn«»  339-340;  mod«» 

338-339;    roadM,  338-339.   3^; 

sea- voyages,  337 
Trapezites,  395-397 
Treason,  laws  as  to,  558-559 
Treasury  of  Homeric  house,  23,  26- 

27 
Treaties,   179,  598,  604;  oaths  as 

parts  of,  231-232 
TriptolemuB,    gifts     bestowed    by 

Deraeter,  151-152 
Triremes  (see  under  Navy) 
Trophouius,  96 ;  cave,  98,  173,  267- 

268 
Truces,  sacred,  26^270,  278 
Typhoeus,  70 

Uranus,  79 

Usury,  459 ;  interest,  rate  of,  190, 
396-397,  459,  539 ;  l»ws  as  to, 
539-540;  money-lenders,  394- 
397 ;  mortgages,  395-397,  539 ; 
temples  as  money-lenders,  188- 
190 

Vasbs,  47-48  ;  manufacture,  382 ; 

materials,  48  ;  painting,  73 
Victory,  124-125,  142,  i^S 
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Tillage  oommnnities,  415, 419, 424, 

441 
ViaitB,  37-38,  323 
Vitmvias*   description   of    houses, 

34-37,  43 ;  of  »t»«e»  675 
Yoloftnoes,  4 

Walu  :  city,  1 1,  649  ;  siege,  646- 
647 

War,  600;  camps,  431,  642  ;  sieges 
(see  Sieges) ;  treatment  of  prison- 
ers, 612 

Water-docks,  47,  323,  594 

Water-supply,  21,  41,  372 

Wergeld  (see  under  Murder) 

Wills,  543,  545-547 

Wines  (see  under  Diet) 

Wine-shops,  332-333 

Women:    apartments,    24,    27-31, 

37,  39,  42,  47 
Women  :    dress,  49-50,  59-60,  64, 

66-67.  352-353;  chiton,  51-54, 
59-60,  352 ;  diplois,  52-54,  59 ; 
himation,  55-56, 59-60 ;  Homeric, 
57 ;  peplus,  57  ;  veil,  54,  56-57 

Women  :  employments,  343,  348- 
351 ;  legal  status,  553,  561-564, 
572 ;  marriage  (see  Marricige) 

Women  :   position,  25,  30,  37,  328, 


34<^342»  626 ;  improved,  340, 354 ; 

poorer  classes,  342,  351-352 
Women :   public   estimation,  350- 

351,  353-354,  626;    regulations 

"  to,  352  ;  seclusion,  37,  50,  328, 

340,    342-343,     348-349.     354; 

Spartan,  352-353 
Wounding,  laws  as  to,  530-533 
Wrestling     (see     under    Pkytical 

training) 
Writing,  80,  561 

Xakthus,  115,  118-119 

2iAOBBU8,  connection  with  Diony- 
sus, 156,  278 

Zeus :  altars  (see  under  AUan) ; 
Aryan  deities,  connection  with, 
78-79,  1^5;  character,  no,  119; 
Fate,  relation  to,  109,  116^117; 
festivals,  291-295  ;  forma,  diver- 
sity of,  97-98, 1 23- 125;  functions, 
78-79,  109,  123-124,  166;  Ho- 
meric,i09-lio;  impartiality,  X17, 
119;  metamorphoses,  89-90; 
physical  ideas  connected  with, 
78-79,  109, 123-126  ;  supremacy, 
78,  109-110,  124;  worship,  98, 
122-125,  164 
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*A7a^  TiJxi?,  158 
d,ya$&t,  216 
^Ayad^  Laituofy  1 58 
iyyapmiov,  32 1 
dycXdrijt,  436 

irfffrtap,  207 
dT^ofy  216,  220 

d>opaiot,  14,  142,  147,  166 

dyop(Uf6fJMt,  13,  483 

dypoucot,  58,  371 

dyp^,  291 

'ATviedt,  19,  41,  148 

i,yvpfi6t,  279 

d7X*<^'"<«.  545»  548 
ft><*n^i>,  435 
dYi&r,  269.  478 

ddcia,  511 

ddeX^f,  313 

dSucLw  {ypck^)f  481 

di^pk  126 

*A0ripaUap  iroXirefa,  443,  5 1 8, 

af7e(ot,  64 

a^dt^,  303 

cUf»76j,  130 

oWowra,  23,  27,  337 

aUia,  530,  535-536,  559 

oTwY/ua,  534 

AZtf-o,  IIO-I17 

a/<6pa,  349 

*AjcKii>f  299 

dicoi)!'  fxapTvp€'iw,  59^^59' 

dUrorrurri^f,  312 

dUroi^iof  (^^I'ot),  530 

AKpdTifffjMf  323 

d«/>6a/Mi,  211 

dicrd^euf,  328 

d«m},  113 

dirwr,  318 

dXdpaarpov,  48 


626, 


dXade,  279 
*  AXakKOfieyi^tt,  141 
dXccfi/ca,  314 
dXcim^/Moi',  315 
dXe((xaicot,  157 
dX^di^tr,  318 
dXtofi  116 
dXXttf,  327 
dX^a,  318 
«Xf,  377 
dXr^pct,  318 
dX^iTOy  327 
*AX0cT(tf,  299 

ilMa|«i  338 
dfMx^lt,  300 
dfi/3Xw<rif,  478 
duelfioirres,  28 

d/4rex^i?,  56 
d^riMwXot,  570 
d/i(ptBp6fita^  297 
(i^x0ctfdXa/iot,  39 

dfjufHfidrxo-^^  X^'''*^t  5^ 
d^^ayy,  293 

dfMpopeOsy  47-48 

dya^a^|i6f,  36 

dpa^alweof,  68 1 

dwd^X^^^A*)    540  *^t    (^  iK/tap- 

Tvpiop),  591 
dyd^i^fia,  l8o>l8l 
dvaifjLot,  238 
dvaicaXinm^/xa,  347 
dpaKplP€Uff  588 
dpdKfHffis,  527,  572,  574-575.   5S8* 

608 

dj'a/DiWxo*'^'*  59 

^«^»  3»,  336 

dyo^vpcdet,  63 

dKiir<c<r/ia,  688 

dyciffK€vdj^€iP    (r^v    rpdrc^ay),    538 

»^3 
iMoerpo^^  633 

difa^pcuf  {rds  ircAirat),  656 
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dpdpoXri^iat  600 
d^dfiiJoP,  37 
drd/Kiwmf,  42 
di-e^i^t,  543 
dpOpaxla,  44 
di'irr^TOVSy  122,  26 1 
dtrrtypdif>€(r$aiy  588 
drr(7pa^i^,  588 
diT^dotf-cT,  513 
drriXaxeti',  597  n,  8 

drrwfAoala,  ^89 
dy^a^iTd,  565 
d^iof,  285 
&^w,  527 
drd7eXof,  436 
dTay<ayiif  581  n.  I 
drapxcil,  lol 
drai/Xia,  347 
drenavrKr/JUts,  241 
danji'i;,  273 
diroypa^f  581  fi.  I 
tLTodtl^Uy  312 
dxod^icrai,  474 
dTo8p6/ios,  436 
diroSvr^pcoi',  3 1 5-3 16 
dvoFttweiPy  565 
diroiiria,  600  et  teq. 
dvoKifipv^it,  546,  557 
d«'6Xei^i;,  476 
dTOftdrreaBai,  330 
dToyl^f^curOcUy  330 
diroT4fiT€iVf  554 
dx6xe^^is,  476 
dT6irrvy/iay  52 
dxoTwi^,  570 
dTdppTiTOf,  534 
dTo<rra(r(oi;  (d/jn;),  590 
dTO<rroXe(;f,  658-659 
dTorMiav,  555 
dT0Tt/irf6r)fai,  555 
droTlfirifUL,  555 
dr<mfi'!fyaa<r$aiy  555 
diro^pddet  (i^yu^pat),  581 
dirpwrraalov  (7/xi^),  479 
dirvpor,  238 
dr(^/A07ot,  570 
'Apy€ioSt  125 
dp7£af  («^i7),  477 
dfyyvpafuu^ds,  395 
'A/xiOt,  148 
'Ap€tof  Td70t,  15 
dpiffTtpocTdrai,  703-704 
dpixrro»f  328 
d^xroff,  293 


d/J^v,  656 
d/>rtao'/ior,  300 
d/)r6ir(i»X(r,  13 
d/)(//3aXXof,  48 
d/>xcpaytjTi^t,  218 

dpxi>.  480, 607 

dpx'^04iapot,  207 
dpxtOifKFLTrfSf  218 
dpxir^KTWff  4,  687 

d/>xWf  333 

dadfupBoti  26,  28,  314 

d<r^j9eia,  478 

d^KOf,  48,  332 

da-rdtctr^at,  323 

d<rr/>d7aXoT,  300 

'Aorpairi^,  1 58 

d<rrv,  165,  293 

d0Tur6/biof,  483 

drAfio,  339,  479 

drexi'Of,  256 

drifda,  547,  555,  579 

drifios,  548,  584 

dro/iiOf,  187 

adOis,  710 

a^Xecof  di^pa,  36 

aOXi/l,  22,  26,  28-29,  42»  323 

adXip-iflt,  192,  269 

aiXfjTpiSf  332 

ai^X(^d^,  269 

ai5r67W)i',  372 

ai>ro/xax€ty,  588 

ai)roir(uXi7f,  391 

ai>roi;p76t,  371 

a^oKpdrwpt  518 

d<paip€Ty  r/Kiv^^at,  330 

d^£/)c(rts  (e^f  IXcvtfe^y),  479,  568 

d^a/ufayrcu,  433,  6 1 5-6 16 

dipap-j^s  {o^<rla)f  537 

d^<rtf,  273 

di^opurji  {flKri)t  540 

dx^TW,  58 

^$p6t,  307 

fiaOOXtifiott  12 

/SaXayei^,  315 

fidpavaot,  378,  383 

jSdirrat,  2 1 5 

^aaopiffHlSf  592 

^dffapoSf  592 

pa<rLX€ia,  443 

/Saff/Xecof,  14,  478 

/SaiTtXci;?,    no,  201,    207,  406,  409 

e^  tf^.,  478 
paaiXl8€St  206 
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paffl\ivHL,  478 
fioffCKuraa^  20I,  208,  478 
fiAaKWc/%^  299 
^c/ScOiMrct,  541 

^^Xof,  308 

^XdjSiy,  479,  540,  586,  591 

pXavraij  64 

^6oAMi,  305 

fiofl^KOKlf  60 

/SoOcu,  428 

ySovXcuot,  142 

/3oi)Xcur(t,  478,  481,  531-532 

fiovXevn/fpiow,  13 

/5wXtJ,  187,  325 

fiovoTpo^Myf  561 

^^M,  158 

/9cii^,  260 

7aX^,  301 

yafii/iXia,  345 

yafifikioSt  41 

Ttifiof,  291 

7^Xotot,  663,  665 

TAwt,  158 

7eXwroirot6t,  335 

7ci'^0'ia,  365 

7^F0f,  449 

y4pat,  478 

7^/)por,  13 

7^/Mtfi',  116,  406 

yttapySt,  29 1 

r^Mi^nyft  113,  151 

yw(l)fua¥,  14,  47 

yptbpifffULf  298 

ypdfAiia,^07,  311-312 

ypa/if/MTci^t  218 

ypafifJMTiKdfy  31 1 

ypafifiariar'ifs,  307-308 

7/)o0i),  480-481,  535,  581  n,,  588, 
608  ;  d7pa^/ov,  4^0-481  ;  &du:(ov, 
481  ;  dHUios  elpx^f^i  <^r  M^X^*'* 
481  ;  /9oi/XciVe(tff,  481  ;  BexafffioOf 
481,  560  ;  5capodoic^af,  560;  htapCov^ 
481,  560;  ^|o7ftry^f,  481  ;  ^otp- 
^eci»,  481 ;  irXoT^f,  481 ;  mmX'^^^ 
481  ;  Tapav6fuap,  452,  608  ;  rpoa- 
7Ciryc£at,  481  ;  irvKO^<urria%  48 1  ; 
0/3/)ewf,  481,  530,  535,  619  ;  ^ev- 
8e77pa^^t,  48 1  ;  ^evd<McXi7retarf 
481,  585 

7P?0«,  334 
7lkiXoi',  62 

7VA«Mi<rr(«n}^  307 


yviUfOfflapxQS,  3 12 
yvfJJUJcdtt  478 
7i;|U'Aj,  58 
yvfuww,  352 
7viu(Keia  d7op(i,  1 3 
7trcujro^o6«f,  92 
yw<uKCv6fu>t,  352 
7vi'aiicwr  (xiypevoutrwr),  477 
7vi'cu«(iw<rit,  37 

S^iovxot,  276 
darei^eti',  569 
Www,  538  n.  3 

a^'t,  17 

danynjj,  477,  541 

Sa^ni<p6poSf  207 

5€(7|ia,  392 

detiryoi',  328 

deirdieir,  560 

ae«ca<ryu6r,  481,  560 

Mxaroif  297 

WXtoi,  308 

dc^ioordrat,  703 

ddpaiov,  299 

a^jTwotyo,  353 

itffitovpyit,  253,  337,  378 

S^A^of,  187,  482 

drjfjMO'liay  •xpfriiiiTWf  (icXon^),  481 

iid^rinA,  66 

dtadciceur^ai  (xo/nryciv),  477-478 

iiaiTurrtji,  586,  597 

dtdjcorof,  208 

diaftapT^petrScUt  590 

Bia/MfiTvpia,  587-588,  590 

dtairi/Xior,  510 

SiaHOwSai^  548  n.^  I 

d^avXof,  272,  317 

&a^y^f,  60 

BlyafjLoSf  I02 

dtddiTJCCCF,  307 

d(C77vay,  479 

d(e77va0'^ai,  540  n, 

di«7epri«6$,  347 

dt^KirXoi;t,  660 

di4fiiropot,  147 

JiT^/nyf,  652 

didvpafi^os,  663 

diird5dcy,  571 

aiira(rx6Xos,  406-407 

9uca<rHlpiov,  447,  476,  574-575 

dtJca(m)$,  569 

BiKTif  476  et  Mf.,  535  et  $eq.,  581  n., 
593  ;  dytfapyiov,  541  ;  aUiat,  5  ;o^ 
535  ;  d^i/SXcifl-ewj,  478 ;  d/wXiow, 
541  ;    dpayuyijt,   542 ;    drdjurot. 
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597  n.  7  ;  irdpawSdttP,  568  ;  dra- 
-H^ews  rm)  di^/iot;,482 ;  diroXef^ewf, 

476  ;  diroir^/i^ewt,  476  ;  droora* 
0'<ov,  590 ;  dw6  ffVfiS6\iaPt  479, 
482;  dpylat,477;  dpyvplov,  S^O ; 
cu>roreXi^,  597  n.  6 ;  d^op/ii^t, 
540;  d}ffix<^t  47^;  /3e/3at(;6<re(tft, 
541  ;  /Jioiwr,  536  J  /Kat,  536; 
/9\d^i7f,  479,  540,  586,  591; 
/5ouXeiJ«re«iw,  478.  481,  531-532; 
yoviiaif  KaK<b<r€<in,  476 ;  dutpo^evlaSf 
482 ;  els  darrfTtav  aXpeffOff  477,  541 ; 
e/f  ifjufMXMtoif  KaTdjTtunVt  477,  589  ; 
(fjLftnroSf  593  ;  ^fJ^^opiK^,  479, 482 ; 
hoixiov^  541 »  i^tp4ffe<at,  478 ; 
^{wJXijf,  477,  538,  540  ;  ^TiT/xnr^, 

477;  f/wi'M*  593;  ^«^«»t),  594 
n.  I  ;  Komfyoptat^  482 ;  jcacorex- 
Fifir,  477 ;  icaicciHrewj,  47^477  '» 
KaproO,  541  ;  iraraXi^trewr  rou 
d^/Mv,  482 ;  \tTOficLpTvpioVt  477, 
591 ;  /uraXKiitfi,  479,  482,  593 ; 
fUff0uHrf<as,    477.    541;    A*otx«'ttf, 

477  ;  vo/dfffJUiTOf  dta^opas,  483  ; 
odo'lat,  597  n.  4 ;  ^etflas,  482 ; 
xapoyofat,  477  ;  vpodoclaSf  482  ; 
rpoiKdt,  593;  xvp#:oios,  478; 
0'^roVy  476 ;  av/j^o\aliav  irapa- 
pdccoftf  540;  tnnrOTfK(a¥  irapaftd- 
aeon,  540 ;  rpa^/iarof  ix  irpweiaff 
478,  530 ;  ^apMdicwi',  478  ;  06rov, 
478,  530;  XP^ow,  540;  ^evao- 
fjutprvpiuF,  477,  482,  586,  591 

Aioyemor,  311 
StoLxTiffit,  191 
dcocinn^f,  191 
diorpeifr/^f  IIO 
5(irXo^&op,  52 
3(^irot,  318 
8i4>$4paj  60 
dUppoSj  46 

**x<v>^«i  704 

Sitanoala,  589 

SoKtftMrla,  216,  312,  453,  468,  480^ 

581  fk  X 
d6Xio$,  147 
WX«xof,  272,  317 

dd/MS,  26,    113 

d6pTor,  328 
dovXe^,  5^8 
iovpod6ic7i,  24 

a/wxMiJ,  398, 400 

ipofuiJSi  436 
d/>6/cu>f,  273,  317 
d/>i?t,  263 


iwrxfifupoSt  122 
aw,  28 

afa)/ui,  22 

aw/idrtor,  37 
dtapo^erla,  482 
biimap  idMPf  X15 

'ryfMw,  538  «.  3 

fyyiJiy,  540  n. 
^«Ji7<rij,  344 
fjryvirnjf,  540 
^/caXeijr,  585 
fyicXiy/Mo,  586 
tyicntais,  479,  537 
^7«mrt«6i',  537 
^^cifuor,  313 
lyjccmroiry  652 
fyX<i/»os,  345 
laro,  340 
^apa,  22 

ciaof,  IIO 

etdtaiiOVf  102 

'EtXei^MO,  158 

etfut,  60 

€i(rary«X(a,  488,  493,  559,  581  n.  I, 

58s.  596 
eLffipXecBtu  (MvSucl^),  588 

tUrUvax,  36,  588 

e/oYoccurdeu,  548  n.  I 

elaf^peiM  rpari^as,  330 

eiff4>op^  511 

iKcxetplay  269-270 

fK0€<nty  298 

^jriri;icXi7/ta,  689  €<  «^. 

^jrXoyel^,  608 

iKftaprvpeip,  590-59I 

iKfioLpTvpLa,  591 

^icotJo-cof  (^yot),  530 

iKwepiffraafi&Sf  633 

548n.  I 
(xrufiAf  48 
ixretireiVf  656 
iKTTffidpios,  444 
iK^pdf  362 
iXaiodifflov,  315-316 
Ae^f,  6S2 

iXevBeplw  {Atpalp&ris  els  i'),  479,  568 
iXKexirw,  50,  57 
AXi/ii^noi',  510 
^/i^dXXetr,  65 
^fi/3dr,  64 

ifi^reCkuff  597  n.  2 
ififUXeia,  704 
ififivot,  593 
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i/MTopuc&t,  479,  482 
ifiropoty  391 
'E/iTWffat  301 
ipay6ptos,  147 
iralaifiott  257 
ft«Tot,  365 
Irdct^tt,  581  n.  I 
iwiid6reu,  36 
Mi&€ff$ai,  49 
frSu/Aa,  49,  54 
Mpofiit,  64 
irrfpiaia,  190 
^•'^w/w,  539,  597  M.  I 

<Fo<ffM^  190 

^<i7««',  537 

i^yo/y^,  481 

i^cUpety  (rdt  ici^raf ),  656 

i^p€ffit,  478 

^(airciy,  592 

rf|dpX««',  663,  665-666 

^(cTyvM-^ai,  540  n. 

^e^«pa,  316 

i(€f»ffioOff$<u  (otror),  548  n.  I 

^^craon^ti  484 

^^iTrrnh,  208, 252 

i^Urroffdai  {riav  hfrti^)^  538  n.  3 
efoiJXiyf  Hkji,  477,  538,  540 
^^«Mii.  58 
iiwfuaioy  591 
^^(iriof,  37 

4waiM6St  113 
iwlfiXv/JM,  47,  49 
iTiffoXif,  597 

iTifiufjuott  276 

eriypa^e^t,  512 

^Ttdai'^t^eti',  539 

/ri  Se^td,  330,  333 

^ri  de^d  di«/SdXXe<r(?ai,  58 

^iriSoccuria,  477 

^ir/5iirof,  590 

iwidoaiSf  511 

/rc^aXciMtor,  347 

^TtKarcUrrourif,  633 

hrUXripot,  477,  543,  563 

iwCKxivrpw^  315 

iTifjMpTCpeffOaif  590 

iwifieXrrHis,  192,  2l8,  372,  478,  608 

^icrdnyf,  485 

^irtrd^ot,  480 

/rtrc/xip-i^,  192 

Mtokw  ixpiat),  538  n.  3 

iwirporij,  477 

iwlrporot,  552-553 

^i^ori^f,  161 

iwii^pd,  608 


^(X'^M'^o^^  4^5  ^  4 

^rorrWa,  278 

irufieXia^  596 

iwibi^iOP,  510 

^pwuc^f,  593 

fpoyot,  214,  ^28 

'E^d^r,  380 

(py»,  191-192 

ipelS€tw,  656 

ipnfiuts,  597  n.  8 

iMovwoSt  23 

'E/Kf,  no 

'EfMcetos,  23,  336 

ipfioyXtf^&t,  19 

im-eyaafiiPOf  rXocor,  656 

^^(o,  76 

^aT(ar6/Mor,  1 70 

^<rX<ipa,  24-25,  37,  76 

irxjOLToSf  27 

^a/po.  332,  339,  352 

h-aiplOf  566 

irtpo/idaxaXot  X^''^"'*  5^ 

wOopipiOy  288 

ci^uai«ia,  588 

e^vra,  466  «t  se;.,  480,  581  n.  I 

fCBwotf  466-467 

€^KTlfieP9S,   II 

cOrcu6/Li6i*of,  12 
e{^{e<rrot,  26 
ei^/iudytNOc,  12 
€6pOSf  26 

e^p^X^P^i  12 
€Ctr€pifis,  216 
ei)^/ie&,  250 
«M.  223 
i^Spos,  272 
I0eff4f,  597 
#0i7/3«,  65 
^^ifyiyo-it,  581  n.  I 
ii^Si»,  192 
iipopoty  420 
i^6iapf  594  fk  2 

^t^w.  577 

^ta^tyai  5(jceu,  594  n.  I 

^djcopot,  208,  218 

Zei^f,  161 

Ziipvpos,  5 

^jTiyrTjj,  484,  584 

ixfylTTts,  652 

iV76r,  651-652,  703-704 

Tinr^J,  64 

tw/u6j,  327 

r^i"!?*  53. 58 

ftaftor,  53 
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irY^fjidn'  SucoffTtiplw,  476,  575 
i^ios,  112 
^os,  702 
ilXuUa,  574 
ii/Upa,  581 

V/ux^P^  704 
•ifv€fi6eis,  12 
"Hpa,  126 

0aXd^,  652 

BaXafdTTftt  652 

ddXoiwf,  22,  24,  26-27,  39.  652 

0aXKo^pot,  207 

$€d,  143 

Bifiirrtt^  406 

$€6\oyeTw,  688 

^cds,  41,  165-166 

tfepM^f,  314 

etfffiAs,  443 

0€fffAo4>6pott  153 
^er6T  (vi6f),  548  n.  I 
$€<apuc6if,  509 
Oetapis,  207,  270-271 
6fiffavp6tf  180,  191 
^((urot,  214,  218 
tf  oiny  yatwciu  345 
tf6Xof ,  22 

epaa^lrrit,  655,  659 
^porof,  655 
Bpvfvtpddtt  361 
BpiyKSSt  29,  168-169 
Op^os,  46 

tfu/iAi7,  681,  685,  687 
Bvfuar^pioWf  44 
^i/pa,  22,  36 
^i/pfs,  43 
tfupcir,  36 

Bvpiiip€lO¥,  36 

Bvpapdtf  36 
^i^f,  208 
tfcipill,  631-632 

(ar/>aXe(rr77f,  359 
Updpxrit,  183,  207 
UpeiOi  204 
l6/>6u$,  199 

IcpodoQXor,  I35>  I94»  627 
UpoB&nis,  207 
lepo/iMi/ffitaift  207 
2epoxot6f,  183,  189,  218,  276 
{fp6f  7d/ior,  291 
Upo^ynj^i  275 
l€poip(>\a^,  207 
U^s,  336 
1X0,428 


aif,  634 
Ifidsy  319 
I/*dTior,  57-58 

Ixrtot,  142 
trrot  KiXip,  273 
^orActa,  455 
^oreXiJi,  455,  583.  589 
IxBOs,  13 


KodttrHjt,  616 

KaSlffKot,  595 

iratfap6t,  220 

KiBapais,  278 

/career,  363 

ifoi/)^,  147,  158 

KOKryopla,  482,  534 

icaftorex'^,  477 

«dif«iHrtf,  476-477,  596 

Ka\aB6Sf  48 

icaXe(<r^cu,  585 

KdXmi,  273 

icdXvMfia,  54 

ifdXuTTpo,  54,  57 

KawrfX^f  391 

Kap7iK0fi6<ayT€$,  64 

icd(r(n;/ia,  64 

KaTapabfcuff  26,  681 

KaTdpoBpOj  3 

icarcu/Sdnyt,  164 

icarGuce(/MM>f,  569-5  70 

icaraXoyei/f,  638 

icardXi/O'tr,  482 

jcareur«rei;i^,  192 

KaranBivai  {KaraBiii€voi)t  569 

Karax^^i^iOf,  1 13 

Kardxwrfui,  347 

icar€77uav,  479,  540  n. 

icarry7vcur^(u,  540  ii. 

KaTOpOrreoff  363 

jcautrio,  63 

KeiffBaif  26 

K€Kp6<f>aKoif  66 

ifAiyj,  273 

KhrpWy  273 

Kepa/iela,  40 

jc^paf,  48 

mTTcuof,  59 

K^pu^,  208,  276 

Ki^uiToroiifSf  19 

KlPWT^f  47 

KiBapiffHit,  269,  311 

KtBaptpSLa,  269 

iccXpdKii,  538  n,  3 
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ffitfr,  366 

xXapot,  615-616 

jtXo/Mirr^i,  433,  615-^x6 

rX^vd/M,  47 

KXffdoDxoSf  207 

icX^/»f,  415,  477,  543,  562.  590 

xXifpovxia^  374>  6cx>,  602  e<  te;. 

kkijffts,  585 

cXiTTcl^ctv,  585 

xX^evo-if,  591 

K\rrHip,  585 

kX/mo^,  27,  688 

K\Unif  46,  329 

jcXitrfo,  26 

KXtfffiit,  46 

xXoin},  481 

icXiiMr^t,  710 

KPi^WWf  47 

K6iiof»OS,  64 
KOOfhVt   217 

iroci'6r  rwir  tfvyycrwy,  197 
irocrc&y,  37 
ifiXol.  335 
ic6Xirot,  53 

KO/IOM,  65 

rwia,  314 
xoWa/Mi,  x8 
KwtoHipiOPf  316 
K^irrecy  ^i/^of,  36 
ic6p8a|,  704 
Khpn,  300 

KOfW^HUOt,  703 

if6<rAiof,  566,  569-570 

KOfffui>,  207 

K&rra^ot,  334 
jcovpeior,  324 
Kovp€&TiSt  457 
Kpcunredlnft,  703 
f/w^ft  48,  333 
Kp€/id0pa,  694 
KpifitfiMW,  57 

«/>i^»^»  372 

jc/>i7ro0i>Xa(,  1 92,  210 
icplpatfos,  37 
Kp6TOtf  710 
KpapOXott  65 
jr<r^«of,  566,  569-570 

'n^^o*!  333 
iciJa/iOf,  327 

mkivot,  29 

ifu/Scior,  325 

KVKtUtP,  281 

xi/irXot,  391 

<<JXi^,  48,  33^-333 


irui>^  64 

KvpltLy  593 

*«>/>*«»,  553-554,  583*  590 
KuXoKphuft,  444,  473-474 
iftiAii?,  4«9,  663 
irwAMf,  335.  662-^3 
jrt^ni,  656 
irc&^«ot,  316 

Xdtrot,  24,  173 

XaAivdda/»xos,  32 1 

Xa/trdf,  17 

Xdpw^,  47 

Xarofda,  38 1 

XcuJ^,  27 

Xav/HHrrdrcu,  703 

X4pfftf  4^ 

Xcc|iitpy,  187 

XtiToupytaif  510 

X/etr,  663,  666 

Xewc6f,  332 

Xei^icw/ua,  184,  192,  272,  586 

Xec^,  142 

Xi/fKv69t,  48,  73 

X^cf,  477,  586 

XiBbarpwrop,  43 

XiTeo'dMtfp,  102 

XiTOftaprvpfov  dkiy,  477,  59 1 

XtaTpof,  26 

Xo/9^.  259 

XoYcrov,  677-678,  681 

X67(0f,  146 

XoyioHpf  466 

XMdo/>ki,  534 

Xovrp^,  3i4f  345 

XovTpoi>6poSj  345,  368 

Xoxay6s,  637 

>^*X0»,  633,  637 
Xtbnf,  57 

/M(/(dicn7t,  291 

/*«Xdxi?,  327 
Morfo,  253 
fiorrctbr,  260,  263 
/biarretbt,  260 
AtdjTii,  199,  253,  260 

fJUipTVp€iP,  591 

Hapfr6p€ir0iu,  590 

Mdxi?,  lOI 

fUyapa,  27 

/i^fwr,  22  d  aeg.,  42,  76,  3i4»  34i 

/Uyas^  161 

/itlXtKTpa,  242 

/*^*^'Xi|i  3»9 
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MuXlxiOft  239,  293 
fUkoM,  308 
/iAaj,  332 
fuiXas  i^wf*6s,  327 
/iAiyof,  24 
lUkwcOt  207 
/icXxroOcra'a,  361 
/*rf(ravXof,  37,  41 
luaiiiifipiwbp^  324 
tMff6dfi%  24 

fteraWueds,  479>  4^2,  593 
fi/raAXoi',  481 
fi^avXot,  37 
/UTolKior,  455,  510      . 

f^PVris,  332 
Mi?p6f,  251 
M^^Tiy/B,  113 
/UKpwpiXirifios,  359 
filff$wns,  477,  541 
tuffOtarStf  380 
Aar/HX,  66,  631-632 

A*^^P^,  61 
lUfdtuop,  570 

'w^a,  433 
M'vnyf,  433»  615 
Moi/Mi,  X16-117 
AMHXeia,  477,  481 

fu^ox^TUfif,  59 
MopA«i,  299,  301 

mV«»  639,  642 

/u>vPoy€irfis,  1 34 
Movo-eioy,  197 
fjLowuc/f,  307 
fji^ffiSf  278 
/iv^of,  663 
AtuZa,  300 
fiwrHfpiWf  478 
/iMrrfSf  276,  279 
/ufffTlXfiif  330 
Mvx^s,  25-26 
fua^jAfMvos,  570 

Kdtbr,  262 
raiw,  122 

roAf,  174,  177-178 
vcMKpapLKbif  474 
roOXoi',  337,  361 
rain-uc^s,  538  n.  3 
p€Ki/<na,  365 
pfwixaftAvoij  569 
p€UK6pos,  208 
rticai',  569 
i^of,  451,  453 
p6/uafjM,  483 


yo/co^i;Xa^,  49 1 
N6rof,  5 
yw/i^uf^f,  345 

^ciwj,  336 

^€Pla,  482 

|ei^ir6r  (rAof),  510 

^^*o»i  336 
f^wt,  598-599 
{crc^i',  37 
^paXoi^ip,  316 
IfXet^,  208 
iwrrlt,  54 
fujT6j,  317 

<}/9oX6$,  398,  400 
dyKOSf  696 
6^oiroc6f,  483 
oUeip,  623 

o/#f«iJf,  433,  562^  616 
olicfia,  616 
o/nd,  562 
oUod6tioSf  381 

o^M.  37i  477 
oiPcxH  48 
olpox6ot,  208 
o^i^^t,  256 
6jr/>//9af,  681 
6fip6pTa  KplpfPf  571 
ifuiKoyla,  538 
*0;A^FOta,  158 
'OM0aX6f,  70 
dtuafJiArrit,  572 
6p€ipoKplTiiSf  258 
6Tur069ofjtoSf  174,  179-180 
irX/nyf,  273,  630 
6TXofuixof,  312 
6py€ij^,  216 
6p$9rd\rf,  318 
6plya»ot,  361 
hpKiiSntpotf  570 
ilpiroi,  230,  572 
6f>K<iffWT€tp,  232 
tfpi'ir,  256 
5/)Pj,  167,  539 
6pc-o$^prft  27,  30 
6pipav6i,  477 
bpX^'Tfx*'^  667,  671 
dcTpcuctaiUn,  476 
oi/dot,  24,  27 
oi^Xoxi^ai,  250 
o^ia,  537 

00^aXfiof  pdffKOPOt,  299 
^if'oi',  327 
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Td$os,  702 
watSaywydt,  303 
raiMcLf  311 
wa^o>>6fiof,  302,  311 
Taiiarpl^s,  310-312 
ra\ai<rTpoip^\a$,  192 
rdXi;,  318 
wopioKtiop,  339 
woMTvxio.,  262 
rapdfiaau  (ffwSifKWff)^  540 
«-opo7/)a0iJ,  587-588,  593 
rapaywrff,  633 
«'apadi56rai,  59^ 
ira/)airara/3oX^,  S^S'S^ 
vapa\afipdp€ip,  592 
vapdyoio,  477 
rapd9fVfi4>ot,  34^-347 
rapavirafffuif  37,  178 
mLpdrrcLffiSf  585 
Tapa0TdTi;f,  703 
vdpedpott  478-480 
Tap€^€ip€aicu,  656 
irdpodot,  656 
iraords.  39,  616 
xan^p,  261  112 
irarpciitci;icos,  563,  5^ 
raOtiyt  656 
xcXdrTftt  444 
ircXeiddct,  123,  263 
Tififia,  345 
ThraeXov,  272,  318 
irtyrqKbinopm,  652 
x^tXoj,  57 
T€plaicTOtj  688-689 
Ttf^t/3dXXe0-9u,  49 
irepipXfffUL,  49,  54 

W€pl6€lTPO¥,    364-365 

xe/)^irXoi;>,  660 
ir€/>Liro\oSf  636 
vcpivTfpoty  174 
vepippavriipiWy  1 68 
xcpuTTaapMif  633 
T€plaTptiifAa,  47 
Te/)i<rrvXof,  1 74 
irep6»n;,  50 
T6p<r^xoXiS,  305 
repaiKalf  64 
x^Ta<rof,  63 
X17KT61',  372 
xiyXw'df,  35 
xc9o(7£a,  292 
Ttdof,  47 
TtXot,  63,  630 
TtpduciWy  580 
rfi'o^,  308,  311 


xirin-^,  1 10 
xXairoGf,  330 
rXaraf^  300 
xXiJ^w,  323 

xX^ot,  449,  5l6»52i- 
xXii^ov/)76s,  381 
xXotov,  656 
xo5^/>i7i,  53 
xodfayjccd^y  318 
ToittffSaif  548  n.  I 
XOCI^tf,  12 
XMi7^^yaif  548  R.  I 
irolrifjM,  613 
xo(i;r6f ,  548  n.  I 
xoffftX/uo,  43 
xoXifiapxoSt  479 
xoXioi^xot,  I43i  165 
x6Xir,  165 
x6Xos,  14 
voKi^KfijfTOSt  27 
xoMx4  478 
x6>w,  loi 

XOplffTI^,  484 

x6<rif,  137,  333 

xora/iAt,  137 

xon^ptor,  185 

T^rot,  137 

TpdKTwp,  475 

x/>oa7faryc(a,  48 1 

xpo/SdXXeu'  {tu)  X^<ipc)*  ^5^ 

rp<^aKdpto9'f  299 

xpo/3oXiJ,  503,  581  fk  I 

xpo/8oi^Xev/ia,  607 

rpoydfitia,  345 

Tpoya<rrpl6uj9f,  699 

x/>6dofiof,  23,  184 

xpodoijJo,  482 

Tp6dpofios,  635 

vpoedpUif  480 

Tpoeurtpopij  5 12 

Tp66€ffu,  361-362,  548 

xpote,  340,  344,  554'55S»  593 

xp6icXi7<r«,  572,  589,  592 

Tpofur/forpia,  343 

xp6raot,  174 

xpdf€>of,  339.  599 

Tporlptoff  333 

xp6<r^/5of,  311 

xpoinraXcur^cu,  5^5 

x/>O0-ic€^dXa<oy,  47,  329 

Tpoffic^ioPf  672 

xpocrrdt,  39 

xpwrrdrijj,  218,  455,  623 

x/KNrrdn;?  rou  ^i^/iOv,  5^9  ^  ^9* 

wpoertppl^w,  699 


